
Details of your Section’s forthcoming 
events in 2011 can be found here...

Diary of Events

Date Event Venue contact

MAY 2011

May 3rd  BIGGA v’s GCMA Glasgow Gailes Golf 
Club

Peter Boyd at pj.boyd@btinternet.com or telephone 
0141 161 3440/07776 242120

May 5th Essex Section Spring Trophy Forrester Park Golf 
Club

Dominic Rodgers at domrodgers@talktalk.net or 
telephone 01245 252345 or mobile 07798 641529

May 12th South Wales Section Spring 
Competition

Glynhier Golf Club Steve Chappell at chappel124@hotmail.co.uk or 
01269 822032 or mobile 07970 980899

May 12th Midland Section Golf Event Bewdley Pines Andrew Smith at andysmithace@hotmail.co.uk or 
01676 530114 or mobile 07977 145091

May 19th South Coast Section Spring 
Competition

Liphook Golf Club Chris Bitten at chrisbitten@btinternet.com or 02380 
769272 or mobile 07796 887633

May 19th West Scotland Section Event Cowglen Golf Club Gavin Jarvis at jarvisgav@aol.com or 01436 676976 
or mobile 07725 363715

May 19th North Scotland Section Golf Day Montrose Golf Links Dale Robertson at daleturnberry@aol.com at 01651 
863002 or mobile 07711 274525

May 25th East of England Section Event Immingham Golf Club Bruce Hicks at brucehicks1@gmail.com or telephone 
07931 714922

JUNE 2011

June 8th South West Section Long Ashton Golf Club Adam Matthews at adam.l.matthews@hotmail.co.uk 
or telephone 07732 503855

June 15th Scottish National Golf Tourna-
ment

Dukes Golf Club

June 16th North West Section v’s North 
Wales Section

Heaton Moor Golf Club Chris Sheehan at jsheehan@blueyonder.co.uk or 
telephone 07840 706738

June 16th South Wales Section Golf Day Neath Golf Club

June 22nd Northern Section – Presidents 
Day

Moortown Golf Club, 
Leeds

Frank Stewart at frankstewart3@hotmail.co.uk or 
telephone 07947 401278

June 22nd Essex Section Summer Trophy 
Competition

Nazing Golf Club

June 29th North West Section Summer 
Tournament

Grange Park Golf Club Chris Sheehan at jsheehan@blueyonder.co.uk or 
telephone 07840 706738

June 29th East Midlands Section Summer 
Golf Day

Cavendish Golf Club Andrew de Wet at biggaeastmidlands@hotmail.com 

June 30th South West Section Summer 
Tournament

Knowle Golf Club Adam Matthews at adam.l.matthews@hotmail.co.uk 
or telephone 07732 503855

The Golf Management Competitions this year have a 
new sponsor, National Authority Golf course Equipment 
company TACIT have agreed to become sponsors for these 
events for the next three years.  

Winning teams from each section event will receive a full set of 
embroidered logo flags for their club together with individual prizes 
for players of the first, second and third placed teams. Together 
with this the winning team and the runners up will go forward to 
a National Final.  The day will be provided by TACIT and will be 
complimentary for the teams.  The winners of the National final will 
receive a full set of aluminum hole cups and tournament flagsticks 
together with the Golf Management Competition Trophy.

The BIGGA South Wales and South West Region’s events will 
take place at the following locations:- 
South Coast Section – Stoneham Golf Club on Mon 20th June
South Wales Section – Morriston Golf  Club on Wed 29th June
South West Section – The Players Golf Club on Thur  21st July

Details will be sent out to Course Managers and Head 
Greenkeepers at clubs within the sections.  Should you be 
interested in entering a team in the South West and South Wales 
section’s events please contact Jane Jones BIGGA Regional 
Administrator 

Tel 01454  270850 
or e-mail janejones1@btconnect.com 

New Sponsors For Golf Management Trophy competitions 2011
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our summer ‘Devon v Cornwall’ 
match at Dartmouth G&CC 
on Wednesday, June 15. Full 
details will be posted on the 
main BIGGA website and invites 
will be sent out to members 
during May.

George Pitts
Section Secretary
BIGGA Devon & Cornwall
07929 754401
gpitts.yelverton@gmail.com

Kent

I do apologise for not writing 
this editorial for the last couple 
of months, I’ve had a few major 
changes going on in my own life 
which have been, ultimately, 
very rewarding but very hectic 
and stressful. Yes, after nearly 
15 years of service and devotion 
to Birchwood and making it the 
successful and thriving busi-
ness that it is, I have moved on 
to other ventures which I am 
hoping be equally rewarding.

I would like to express my 
thanks to all my fellow, learned 
professionals who have offered 
support for me while I made the 
transition to my new career. I 
have not left the industry, how-
ever, just exploring a new avenue 
where I’m hoping the grass will be 
greener! More details to follow.

On to news from the rest of 
the Kent Section. We recently 
enjoyed one of the best golf days 
I believe we have ever had. On 
March 16 a strong contingent of 
us left the thick fog that covered 
most of the region on that morn-
ing and headed for the coast at 
Lydd Golf Club where we were 
greeted by bright, benign condi-
tions and genial hostess, Irene. 
The course, despite some fairly 
major remodelling of the back 
nine, was a joy to play. The early 
starters definitely enjoyed the 
best of the conditions as a stiff 
breeze began to blow late into 
the round compounding this 
author’s attempts to make it onto 
the leaderboard. I really hope we 
can re-visit this great course 
again in few years in order for me 
to do it more justice! Results were 
as follows: 1. Darren Burton, 37 
pts; 2. Duncan Kelso, 36 pts; 3. 
Steve Gunner, 35 pts. Longest 
Drive was by Darren Child and 
Nearest Pin by Eric Green.

Sincere thanks to all who made 
this most enjoyable of days.

We are now looking forward 
to our next event which shall 
be played on May 26 at Knole 
Park Golf Club, near Sevenoaks. 
Good luck to host Course Man-
ager, Gavin Kyle, in preparing 
for his peers and if you can 
arrange a decent bit of weather 
mate that would be great! We 
are also still collating teams for 
our Summer Pairs Knockout. 
This will be running throughout 
the summer months (obviously) 
and will be in place of our usual 
mid-season golf day which 
always conflicted with people’s 
holidays. If you have not already 
entered and wish to do so with 
a fellow greenkeeper, then call 
me or Kev asap as we shall do 
the draw for the first round of 
matches at Knole Park.

Many thanks to all those com-
panies who have pledged their 
support to our Section again this 
year. Your names are proudly 
displayed on our website with a 
link to your home pages.

One important additional I 
would like to make here is the 
sadness that I’m sure many of 
us felt when we heard of the 
sudden passing of Ian McMillan 
recently. I had known Ian for 
many years having worked with 
his brother, Bobby, for seven 
years at the outset of my career. 

His outstanding work at 
Hankley Common and Walton 
Heath shall be a lasting legacy 
to his ultimate professionalism. 
Our thoughts are with his family 
at this most difficult of times.

Rob Holland
www.kentgreenkeepers.com

Surrey

It was with great shock and 
sadness that we all learned of 
the death of Ian McMillan.

To try and write about Ian is 
one of the hardest things to do. 
How do you put into words how 
highly he was thought of by his 
peers, his popularity with mem-
bers of all the clubs he worked 
at over the years, his great sense 
of humour, his laugh when he 
caused a bit of mischief or just 
the pleasure of having a chat 
over a pint.

Ian was far more than just a 
golf course manager, his profes-
sionalism, unbridled passion 
and enthusiasm were obvious 

to everyone who came in contact 
with him and he willingly gave his 
time sharing his vast knowledge 
with others. He was a mentor, 
colleague and a loyal friend to 
many and was held in the high-
est esteem in the industry and 
beyond. We both had the privi-
lege of becoming friends with him 
when we became Ian’s deputies 
at Hankley Common Golf Club. 
For us it was a beautiful relation-
ship that lasted over 20 years. 

Moving to a new area to take 
up a job can be daunting but 
moving to Hankley to work 
with Ian you became part of 
his extended family. He and 
Karen went out of their way to 
make you and your family feel 
at home.

Working with Ian was easy to 
say the least. We all worked hard 
and played hard which made 
our greenkeeping days fun. I 
think we all have a story to tell 
of a time when we were in Ian’s 
company and could probably fill 
the whole month’s magazine.

Many young greenkeepers 
trained under Ian and fair to say 
that everyone who he had under 
his wing went on to be success-
ful in their own right.

Ian was never happier than 
when preparing for one of the 
prestigious events his clubs 
hosted, including many British 
Open Regional Qualifiers, US 
Open Qualifiers and, many other 
major amateur events. The list 
stands testament to his exper-
tise in this area. He was also 
first to offer help to other course 
managers in their preparation, 
volunteering at Augusta for the 
US Masters, Kingsbarns for 
the Dunhill Cup, Royal County 
Down for the Walker Cup to 
name but a few. I’m sure many 
of you will, like us, have great 
memories of working alongside 
him and several tales to tell.

Our thoughts are with Ian’s 
wife Karen, children Callum, 
Hannah, Daniel and other mem-
bers of the McMillan Family.

Farewell good friend!  You will 
never be forgotten.

Gareth Roberts and Jim Rus-
sell.

Essex 

We ran a one day first aid 
course at The Burstead Golf 

Club on April 5, a very success-
ful day which was well attended. 
Further dates are to be arranged 
for this course.

We are also looking to run 
other one day courses, so if you 
have any ideas or you need a 
specific course, then please 
contact Ian Wood our Educa-
tion Officer by email: ian.wood@
romfordgolfclub.co.uk

The new golf season starts at 
Forrester Park, Thursday, May 
5 for the Spring Trophy. 

Please come out a support 
the Essex Team at our football 
match against the Sussex 
Section on Monday, May 23 at 
Upton Park. Home to West Ham 
United Football Club. Kick off is 
at 2pm sponsored by Toro. 

This should be a nice after-
noon out to support the boys 
and savour the atmosphere of a 
Premiership Stadium.

We have been lucky to attract 
eight new sponsors this year and 
along with some of last year’s 
sponsors, we now have 28 spon-
sors for the coming season. 

We are hoping to intensify 
our education programme as a 
result of this. 

Many thanks to our 2011 
sponsors: Amenity Technology; 
Bailey’s of Norfolk; Banks Ame-
nity Products; Blade Amenity; 
CMW Equipment Ltd; Collier 
Turf Care; Ernest Doe & Sons; 
GM Amenity; Golf Mats UK, 
Headland Amenity Products; 
Irrigation & Water; Limagrain 
UK; Old Forge Mowers; Ottley 
College; Paynes Turf;  Philip 
Liverton Ltd; P Tuckwell Ltd; 
Premier Plan; Prime Irrigation; 
Rainbird Europe; Rigby Taylor 
Ltd; Scotts Professional; Sheriff 
Amenity; Town & Country Turf 
Ltd; Sea Nymph Chaingreen; 
Tey Farm Systems; WJ Green 
Ltd and Writtle College.

The Essex Section would like 
to thank all of the above for their 
support.

Our New Look website is now 
running and I hope you have all 
taken the opportunity to have 
a look; any comments on the 
content or things you think 
should be added, then please  
contact me at the email address 
below.

If you have anything for  
inclusion in Greenkeeper 
International or on the Section’s 
Website www.essexbigga.co.uk 
please contact me on 

07764-862.337 
or at essexbigga@talktalk.net
Arnold Phipps-Jones
Press Officer & Web Master


