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Tony brings with him a high level 
of experience and professional 
knowledge to recommend and 
endorse the products he sells. 

We wish Tony all the best in 
his venture and hope that he 
continues to show that there is 
definitely life after redundancy. 
And finally, those of you that 
don’t know that the new course 
which has been constructed 
over the last two years, at Close 
House, opened on May 1.

Jimmy Richardson

Midland Region

East of England

Our re-arranged Christmas 
fixture was played on Thursday 
March 10 at Sleaford Golf Club. 
A good turnout of around 30 
players did battle against the 
wind which did take some of 
the shine off what was an excel-
lently presented golf course by 
Ian Batty and his staff. The day 
was sponsored jointly by Rigby 
Taylor and Mansfield Sands, 
who once again provided an 
excellent prize table. 

The winners on the day were 
as follows: 1. Graeme Macdon-
ald; 2. Bryan Robinson; 3. Steve 
Hopkins; 4. Ian Batty; 5. Rob 
Bemment.

Nearest the Pins: Graeme 
Macdonald and Robin Portess.  
Longest Drive: Rob Bemment.

Once again many thanks to 
all at Sleaford Golf Club for their 
hospitality and to the sponsors 
for their continuing support.

Our Section Seminar was this 
year held in conjunction with 
the Midland Region Seminar at 
Newark Golf Club on Wednesday 
March 30.  The day was based 
around the headline ‘Weather 
it’s Ecologically Sound’ and 
included presentations from 
Mark Hunt, Headland Amenity; 
Dr Keith Duff, golf environment 
consultant, and Ben Taylor, 
Bernhard & Co. The day was 
well supported and thanks go 
to Newark Golf Club for their 
hospitality.

Our golf fixtures for the year 
have now been finalised, they 
are as follows:

Wednesday, May 25 1pm, 
Immingham Golf Club; 
Thursday, July 28, 1pm, Stoke 
Rochford Golf Club; Thursday, 
August 25, 1pm, Boston Golf 

Club vs Secretaries; Wednesday, 
September 14,  Gainsbor -
ough vs Trade; Wednesday, 
October 12, Orton Meadows 
AGM; Thursday, December 8, 
Belton Park Christmas fixture.

As detailed above the next 
golf day is here at Immingham 
Golf Club on Wednesday, May 
25 tee off 1pm. The day will be 
sponsored by LMS Lincoln. If 
anyone would like to play on this 
day then please contact Bruce 
Hicks.

Steve Beverly, Immingham 
Golf Club.

East Midlands

Straight into news from our 
spring competition and first part 
of the BIGGA National Champi-
onship Qualifier, the event was 
played at the Nottinghamshire 
Golf and Country Club, the 
course was in excellent condi-
tion and many thanks go to Pete 
Billings, and his team. Results 
were as follows: trade winner 
was Kevin Haslam, with 30 pts; 
Cat 1 winner Chris Brown, with 
33 pts and Cat 2; and overall 
winner with 35 pts, was Pete 
Smith. Other prize winners 
included Derek McJannet with 
Nearest the Pin, and Pete Billings 
with the Longest Drive.  Longest 
Drive for trade was Kevin Kinser 
and a poor effort saw none of 
the trade hit the green for the 
Nearest the Pin!

Thanks to the sponsors for the 
day which were Aitkens, Tacit, 
Mansfield Sand, Barenburg and 
Sports Metals. Without these 
sponsors these golf days would 
not be possible, thank you all for 
your continued support.

On to more important news 
now, and it is important to all 
members of the East Midlands 
Section that you realise that 
without any more volunteers 
for the committee, this Section 
will close at the next AGM. Greg 
Skinner has stepped down due 
to work and personal reasons, 
and I would like to take this 
opportunity to sincerely thank 
him for his efforts on the Section 
committee. However this leaves 
just myself and Andy De Wet on 
the committee, WE CAN’T RUN 
THE SECTION with a commit-
tee of two greenkeepers! Being 
a member of the committee only 
entails approx six meetings a 

year and attendance at most 
events. The events we put on are 
for your benefit and, as I have 
mentioned, without any more 
help the Section will cease to run 
after the AGM, anyone interested 
in helping out should contact 
myself at pds1@btinternet.com 
or Andy De Wet at biggaeastmid-
lands@hotmail.co.uk 

The next Section event and 
second part of the National 
Qualifiers is to be held at 
Cavendish GC on Wednesday, 
June 29. I know this may be a 
long journey for some but it is a 
venue that is well worth the trip, 
I hope to see you all there.

Pete Smith  

Midland

As I sit here writing yet 
another stunning edition of our 
Section’s notes, I gaze out of my 
window and give thanks that 
finally spring/summer is here 
at last. This, of course, means 
the return of the many varied 
blooming flora and fauna that 
we are blessed to see on a daily 
basis. However, a sight I recently 
experienced at some unearthly 
hour on a Sunday morning while 
mowing the greens, reminds 
me of that somewhat eccentric 
etiquette reserved to only those 
fools that are away from their 
cots at such an early hour. I 
could not help but sight an 
RAF transport aeroplane flying 
towards me at an altitude of 
approximately 400ft, as I gazed 
up in amazement at the fact 
that something so large could 
be airborne and travelling so 
slowly, it banked towards me to 
see what this fool was doing on a 
little red mower at such an hour, 
I then raised my arm as a “good 
morning” gesture and to my 
amazement the pilot then tipped 
his wings a couple of times in 
reply. That’s one cool way to say 
good morning, it made mine, 
but then simple things please 
simple minds. 

Now, what is it about start-
ing up irrigation systems every 
spring that always seems to 
throw-up some form of problem 
that requires the investigative 
skills of Holmes and Watson? 
However, we always seem to 
manage it by hook or by crook, 

and remember that “no problem 
can stand the constant assault 
of thought”, coupled with a little 
help from our friendly irrigation 
specialists. One such being this 
month’s kind calendar spon-
sor North Staffs Irrigation Ltd. 
Please visit their web site: www.
northstaffsirrigation.co.uk. I 
dare say that they have a Sher-
lock for the case.

Sean McDade

South West and 
South Wales 

South West

Hi everyone, I trust that you 
are all well and enjoying this 
mighty fine weather that is 
finally with us. Firstly, please 
allow me to explain the error 
that was in last month’s events 
section. The incorrect date was 
in relation to your AM-AM com-
petition, at Chipping Sodbury 
GC. The correct date would have 
been Thursday, April 14, (By 
the time you read this we would 
have already played). Apologises 
for any confusion that this may 
have caused!

What a great seminar we had 
at Chipping Sodbury this past 
month. Working closing with 
our friends GCMA (Golf Course 
Managers Association) we held 
an educational seminar which 
was very well supported by both 
secretary managers and course/
deputy managers, or the ins and 
outs of a golf course as I like to 
call them. Titled ‘In Touch’, the 
day was a great success. In the 
first session I followed STRI, 
and enjoyed a very exciting pre-
sentation by Richard Windows. 
Showing us a huge range of tools 
and how we can all get the very 
best out of our greens. Course 
Manager, John Keenaghan, very 
bravely allowed STRI to invade 
his putting green to show us the 
wide range of tools they use to 
carry out their tests. The tests 
are used to help us improve 
the playing qualities which, in 
turn allow us the increase the 
playing season. When all is said 
and done, we (as golfers) want 
outstanding performing greens 
at a consistent level.  

The seminar also included 
a detailed presentation from 

health and safety advisor Jon 
Allbut. Jon explained to us 
the importance of a golf buggy 
policy and how improving the 
access for disabled members 
is now important within golf 
course development. An 
impressive presentation was 
given by Jim McKenzie, Course 
and Estates Manger, at Celtic 
Manor. I’m sure that many of 
you would have already seen 
a Jim McKenzie presentation, 
however this was my first one 
and it was great to see the how 
the Ryder Cup was really won. 
An inside look at the at the 
2010 course...IMPRESSIVE!

Away from the golf course, 
the football season is coming to 
a close and in the premiership, 
for once, there is everything to 
play for at both ends of the table, 
could this be the most exciting 
season...My predictions for the 
title are 1- Man Utd, 2- Arsenal, 
3- Chelsea, 4- Man City? Who 
goes down...West Ham, Black-
pool, and Wigan??? What do 
you think?? 

I would like to thank our 
patronage partners for all of 
their support for 2011: Ecosol, 
Irritech Limited, Countrywide, 
British Seed House, Headland, 
Avoncrop and Martyn Lane 
Golf Signs. Your support is very 
much appreciated by the whole 
Section.   

Remember that we also have 
our own South West Section 
Facebook page, proving to be 
very useful, only for it grow as 
more of you become involved. 
If you are not a member of the 
page, it’s time you were. Ask for 
the link and I’ll happily forward 
it to you.  

adam.l.matthews@hotmail.
co.uk

07732503855

South Wales

Firstly, I have details of the 
Section’s golf fixtures for the 
year. Thanks to Steve Chap-
pell for providing me with this 
information.

The fixtures are as follows:
Spring Competition: Glynhir 

Golf Club, Thursday May 12, 
sponsored by DEAL and Tex-
tron. 

Summer Competition: 
Wenvoe Castle GC, Wednes-

day July 6, sponsored by 
Tacit; Autumn Competition: 
Trefloyne GC, Friday, October 
14, sponsored by DEAL and 
Textron; Christmas Competi-
tion: Royal Porthcawl, date and 
sponsors TBC.

Match v South West: Chip-
penham GC, Friday, August 
12, sponsored by Inscapes; 

Match v GCMA: Neath GC, 
Thursday, August 25, spon-
sored by CWC.

Rigby Taylor Qualifier: Neath 
GC, Thursday, June 16.

Golf Management Trophy: 
Morriston GC, Wednesday, 
June 29, sponsored by Tacit.

Obviously, you will be noti-
fied of any changes to the dates 
above. Thanks in advance to 
the sponsors; the Section would 
be difficult to run without your 
help.

Thanks to all those who 
attended Jim McKenzie’s Ryder 
Cup talk at Pencoed College 
back in March. The attendance 
was good and attendees were 
treated to a first class presenta-
tion. Thanks Jim!

Good Luck to John Phillips, 
Head Greenkeeper at St David’s 
City GC, on his forthcoming 
retirement. 

Finally, this will be my last 
‘Around the Green’. Over the 
last two and a half years I have 
written 30 columns! So I think 
it’s a nice round number to 
end on and about time that 
someone else is given a chance! 
And preferably a greenkeeper! I 
have really enjoyed the experi-
ence and hope that my efforts 
have helped out the section 
that I have been proud to have 
been a member since the late 
eighties. Thanks for all the 
complimentary words about 
the column that I received 
while ‘on my rounds’, they were 
greatly appreciated!

Right! That’s it from me! 
Hopefully I will see you soon, 
maybe at one of the above golf 
events where I will prove that 
my golf is as bad as my jokes!

Ceri Richards

Devon and Cornwall 

Hello all,
Our March meeting was 

held at Merlin Golf Club, 
North Cornwall. 30+ attendees 

enjoyed a cracking day. Rich-
ard Gerrard, Course Manager, 
led a course walk around this 
relatively new course which 
was in fantastic condition. The 
Golf competition was won by 
Anthony James (Jacko), from 
Killiow GC, receiving the “Bayer 
Cup”, 2. Andrew Prouse, from 
Porthpean; 3. Mike Ellis, from 
Lake View GC. Both Nearest 
the Pin and Longest Drive were 
won by Mike Ellis too! Many 
thanks to our two sponsors for 
the day: Bayer and Famura. The 
afternoon educational speaker 
was Mark Hunt, from Head-
land Amenity. For those of you 
that know Mark would know 
that the attendees were given 
an expert and very professional 
presentation by someone who 
is extremely passionate about 
our industry. The feedback we 
have had from this presenta-
tion has been glowing. Many 
thanks to Mark for making the 
journey and taking time out 
of his busy schedule to deliver 
the presentation. A big thank 
you to Richard Gerrard, and 
everyone at Merlin GC, for their 
wonderful hospitality.

John Mitchell, of Perran-
porth GC, has retired after 47 
years at the club. John started 
working at Perranporth GC in 
1961 although he left again in 
1973 for a job at the clay pits for 
a lot more money, enabling him 
to buy his house and get mar-
ried. He returned again in 1976 
at the request of the club when 
his brother, Billy Mitchell broke 
his right leg fib & tib, with an 
equivalent salary to which the 
clay pits paid him. He finally 
retired in March having worked 
with his brother for 47 years. 
An amazing achievement. 
For those of you who know 
Billy and John down at Per-
ranporth, you will know that 
they are both fully deserving 
of all accolades and tributes 
they receive. The Club held a 
retirement party for John on 
Friday, April 1, and presented 
him with a golf bag & honorary 
life membership. An excellent 
evening, the bar took nearly 
a thousand pounds which 
more than paid for the food 
they put on. Keith Kemp, West 
Cornwall, and Scott Gibson, St 
Enodoc, attended the evening 
to represent the industry. Well 
done John, we hope to still see 
you at forthcoming meetings 
and we hope you really enjoy 
your well-deserved retirement.

Our next meeting will be 

Name: 
Gary Fraser

Age: 31

club: Rockcliffe Hall

position: Qualified Assistant

1. How long have you been 
greenkeeping? 
Eight Years

2. What was it about the career 
that attracted you? 
Working outdoors and being 
involved in golf

3. If you weren’t a greenkeeper 
what do you think you’d be? 
Still in the Armed Forces

4. Which task do you most 
enjoy doing and why? 
Particularly enjoy pedestrian 
mowing – but all aspects of the 
job really

5. Which task do you least 
enjoy doing and why? 
Any tree work

6. What one thing - other than 
a pay rise - would improve the 
greenkeepers’ lot? 
Education

7. Hobbies? 
Golf and Football

8. Favourite Band? 
Foo Fighters

9. Which team do you support 
(football or otherwise)? 
Inverness Caledonian Thistle

10. What is your claim to 
fame? Worked on a number of 
pro tournaments

Assistant 
Profile
Our monthly look into the life 
of an assistant greenkeeper...




