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‘A’ was for anthracnose in 
appearing in late autumn as 
a distinctive dark-coloured 
basal (crown) rot of Poa annua 
(annual meadow grass) as long 
shadows and brown leaves fell 
across the greens. 

Dry and compacted summer-
stressed swards refreshed by rain 
and flushed with nitrogen fertiliser 
resumed growth in earnest 
during October but so did the 
anthracnose fungus having lain 
‘dormant’ in the thatch during the 
dry summer months. 

Anthracnose was a definitive 
of disease of autumn through to 
spring with root causes in stressed 
grass plants in dry and compacted 
summer swards but has since 
become a real conundrum. A form 
of anthracnose distinguished by 
different symptoms, and called 
foliar blight, now perversely appears 
in summer to affect a much wider 
range of turf grass species. 

A for 
anthracnose 
Dr Terry Mabbett continues his examination 
of the country’s most common turf diseases 
by looking at anthracnose.

a’ was for anthracnose in 
autumn as a distinctive dark-
coloured basal (crown) rot of 
Poa annua (annual meadow 
grass), as long shadows and 
brown leaves fell across the 
greens.

The fungus responsible 
(Colletotrichum graminicola) 
has suffered a recent illogical 
scientific name change. More 
than two dozen different species 
cause anthracnose (means ‘like 
coal’) on everything from mangoes 
to bananas but just four are 
associated with anthracnose in 
the family Graminae (grasses and 
cereals). 

The four species are 
distinguished by small but distinct 
structural differences and discrete 
physiological differences which 
determine exact host range. 

C. graminicola was associated 
with anthracnose across a broad 
range of grasses and cereals but 
more recent findings indicate C. 
graminicola exclusively attacks 
cereals and mycologists now 
say the species infecting turf 
grass is Colletotrichum cereale. 
In layman’s language and 
understanding C. graminicola and 

C. cereale are for all intents and 
purposes interchangeable.

Anthracnose is no longer 
exclusive to shortening days, 
cool nights and morning mists of 
late autumn but already up and 
running as foliar blight during the 
warm still ‘Dog Days’ of August 
and often earlier. Basal or crown 
rot remains closely associated with 
late autumn and is still essentially 
confined to Poa annua (annual 
meadow grass) but has been 
seen on Agrostis. The foliar blight 
form of anthracnose is much less 
discerning and affects most cool 
season turf grass species.

Anthracnose is now firmly 
established as the second most 
important disease of UK turf after 
Fusarium patch (Microdochium 
nivale). Contemporary 
anthracnose infection is heavier 
and active over a longer part of the 
season on a much wider range of 
turf grasses. Its recent rise up UK 
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across the greens. 

Dry and compacted summer-
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and flushed with nitrogen fertiliser 
resumed growth in earnest 
during October but so did the 
anthracnose fungus having lain 
‘dormant’ in the thatch during the 
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different symptoms, and called 
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coloured basal (crown) rot of 
Poa annua (annual meadow 
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(Colletotrichum graminicola) 
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scientific name change. More 
than two dozen different species 
cause anthracnose (means ‘like 
coal’) on everything from mangoes 
to bananas but just four are 
associated with anthracnose in 
the family Graminae (grasses and 
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The four species are 
distinguished by small but distinct 
structural differences and discrete 
physiological differences which 
determine exact host range. 

C. graminicola was associated 
with anthracnose across a broad 
range of grasses and cereals but 
more recent findings indicate C. 
graminicola exclusively attacks 
cereals and mycologists now 
say the species infecting turf 
grass is Colletotrichum cereale. 
In layman’s language and 
understanding C. graminicola and 

C. cereale are for all intents and 
purposes interchangeable.

Anthracnose is no longer 
exclusive to shortening days, 
cool nights and morning mists of 
late autumn but already up and 
running as foliar blight during the 
warm still ‘Dog Days’ of August 
and often earlier. Basal or crown 
rot remains closely associated with 
late autumn and is still essentially 
confined to Poa annua (annual 
meadow grass) but has been 
seen on Agrostis. The foliar blight 
form of anthracnose is much less 
discerning and affects most cool 
season turf grass species.
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important disease of UK turf after 
Fusarium patch (Microdochium 
nivale). Contemporary 
anthracnose infection is heavier 
and active over a longer part of the 
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