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Ten reasons to be cheerful
with the weather beginning to show signs 
of leaving winter behind and us entering 
spring we all can begin to feel a bit 
brighter and more optimistic.

But do we have anything to be optimistic 
about? On the face of it, perhaps not but if we 
delve a little deeper there are signs that could 
conceivably put a smile on our faces.

1. At least now we know what is facing us. 
VAT has gone up and have we noticed? Well, a 
lot of shops are still selling on the old rate, or 
paying the VAT for us. So I’d suggest that extra 
2.5% hasn’t made a huge impact...yet.

2. Inflation has gone up but it is still only at 
4% when in the bad old days of the 70s and 80s 
it was well into double figures. The same goes 
for interest rates. They will no doubt start to rise 
shortly, but they are unlikely to hit the heady 
heights of 15%, which they did in the early 90s.

3. There is no way that we will endure the 
horrendous weather conditions we had last 
year so golf should be due an extended spell 
of great weather which will do wonders for the 
game and player numbers. The more rounds 
that clubs can clock up the better the finances 
will be.

4. The Olympics next year will mean that 
sport is at the forefront of most things in this 
country for the next 18 months and, although 
golf isn’t yet an Olympic sport, that must still be 
a good thing.

5. Europe’s golfers are at the top of the world 
game and the likes of Lee Westwood, Martin 
Kaymer, Luke Donald, Rory McIlroy and 
Graeme McDowell are  proving to be great role 
models for the sport.

6. Fuel. This is a real bugbear, but there 
is talk of a Fuel Duty Stabiliser to stop the 
runaway price rises. As the oil price rises the 
tax drops to compensate and Voila! – we pay 
about the same – horrendously high though it 
is.

7. There is no General Election this year, so 
we won’t be bombarded by politicians on TV 
and on our door steps promising us the earth 
and slagging off their opposite numbers.

8. On the same theme. There is no World 
Cup this year so we won’t have to put up with 
the unrealistically high expectations on the one 
Home Nation which usually qualifies for the 
final. The inevitable failure, and recriminations 
of the said team which follow, almost makes up 
for the fact that the rest of us didn’t qualify in 
the first place.

9. The Royal Wedding. Well, not so much 
the joining of the lovely Kate to William 
in Westminster Abby, joyful though that 
undoubtedly is, but the fact that we are all 
getting a Bank Holiday because of it!

10. The very fact that I’ve been able to come 
up with as many as 10 Reasons to Be Cheerful 
at all!

I may have missed out some but it does show 
that if you try hard enough, there are some 
silver linings to be had.

Scott MacCallum
editor

BIGGA
President  
Sir Michael Bonallack, 
OBE

Board of Management
Chairman 
Andrew Mellon
Vice Chairman
Tony Smith
 Past Chairman  
Paul Worster

Board Members
Chris Sealey, Gary Cunningham, Archie Dunn, 
Arnold Phipps-Jones, Jeremy Hughes, Kenny 
MacKay, Mark Dobell

Chief Executive
John Pemberton
john@bigga.co.uk

Head of Learning & Development
Sami Collins
sami@bigga.co.uk

Head of Membership Department
Tracey Maddison
traceymaddison@bigga.co.uk

Contact Us
BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York, YO61 1UF
info@bigga.co.uk
www.bigga.org.uk
Tel – 01347 833800   |   Fax – 01347 833801

GrEEnkEEPEr 
IntErnAtIonAL
The official monthly magazine of the  
British and International Golf Greenkeepers 
Association Limited.

Editorial

Communications Manager / Editor
Scott MacCallum
Tel – 01347 833800  Fax – 01347 833801
scott@bigga.co.uk

Design

Design and  
Production Editor  
Tom Campbell

Tel – 01347 833800
 Fax – 01347 833801
tom@bigga.co.uk

Advertising

Sales Executive
Kirstin Black

Tel – 01347 833800
Fax – 01347 833802
kirstin@bigga.co.uk

Sales Executive
Jill Rodham

Tel – 01347 833800
Fax – 01347 833802
jill@bigga.co.uk

Printing
Warners Midlands Plc, The Maltings, Manor 
Lane, Bourne, Lincolnshire PE10 9PH
Tel – 01778 391000   |   Fax – 01778 394269

Contents may not be reprinted or otherwise 
reproduced without written permission. Return 
postage must accompany all materials submitted 
if return is requested. No responsibility can be 
assumed for unsolicited materials. The right is 
reserved to edit submissions before publication.
Although every care will be taken, no 
responsibility is accepted for loss of manuscripts, 
photographs or artwork. Opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of the Association, 
and no responsibility is accepted for such 
content, advertising or product information 
that may appear. Circulation is by subscription. 
Subscription rate: UK £50 per year, Europe and 
Eire £65, Rest of the World £95. The magazine is 
also distributed to BIGGA members, golf clubs, 
local authorities, the turf industry, libraries and 
central government.

ISSn: 0961– 6977
© 2011 British and International Golf 
Greenkeepers Association Limited

Bayer Environmental Science, 230 Cambridge Science Park, 
Milton Road, Cambridge CB4 0WB
Tel: 00800 1214 9451 Fax: 01223 226635  
www.escience.bayercropscience.co.uk

ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.  
CHIPCO® GREEN contains 255 g/l iprodione. (MAPP 13843) (PCS 02714). 
Chipco is a registered trademark of Bayer.
© Bayer Environmental Science 2011.

A Business Operation of Bayer CropScience

• Cures and prevents turf disease

• Contact action - rapid control

• Very reliable turf fungicide

• Rainfast in 1 hour

• Approved for 6 turf diseases on 
key turf areas

• Excellent ‘green-up’ properties

TOTAL TRUST
Chipco® Green
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