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the latest news from around the globe

Jim Croxton has been appointed 
as BIGGA’s  Chief Executive 
Officer, following  a thorough and 
searching recruitment process.

Jim comes to BIGGA from 
the PGA, where he served most 
recently as Sponsorship Manager, 
having previously held the posts 
of Regional Secretary of the 
PGA North Region and National 
Tournament Director.

BIGGA Chairman Andrew 
Mellon said, “On behalf of the 
BIGGA Board of Management 
and our members I am delighted 
to announce the appointment of 
Jim Croxton as our new CEO. 
He is a confident, energetic 
and determined golf industry 
professional, with a track record 
of driving and implementing 
commercial and operational 
strategies, delivering successful 
and financially secure events and 
leading and motivating teams of 
staff. 

He has more than 12 years of 
experience of senior roles within 

The PGA, a volunteer committee-
led members’ Association.”

Jim said, “I am proud and 
delighted to be appointed to this 
role and am looking forward 
immensely to working with 
the Board of Management and 
the excellent team at BIGGA 
HOUSE to continue the work 
of the Association. The work of 
BIGGA members is fundamental 
to the future health of the game 
of golf and I am convinced that 
the Board’s ambitions to raise 
the profile of this vital work are 
worthy and achievable. 

“At the same time I am sad 
to leave the PGA as I have 
thoroughly enjoyed the privilege 
of 16 years employment with 
them but am heartened by the 
fact that the two organisations 
enjoy a close relationship, so our 
paths will hopefully continue to 
cross.”

Jim was born in July, 1972, 
and is a BSc Honours graduate 
of Leeds University. An active 

golfer for over 20 years, playing 
off 6, he also represented 
Northamptonshire at Junior level. 

He regularly participates in 
several sports including 5-a-side 
football, tennis and skiing; and is 
a keen spectator of most sports, 
particularly football and rugby 
union. 

He lives near Macclesfield 
with his partner, Caroline, and 
children, Samuel and Megan.

BIGGa appoints New cEo
Avoncrop Amenity 
Products has 
announced that they 
are to restructure 
their business by 
the middle of June 
and will operate 
solely from their 
recently acquired 
site in Winkfield, near 
Windsor.  

“We decided that 
now was the time 
to restructure our 
business as the lease 
for our Sandford, 
North Somerset 
site comes up for 
renewal. We also 
believe that basing 
our business in one 
location means 
we can benefit 
from greater cost 
efficiencies and give 
our customers a 
continued high level 
of service,” said 
Managing Director, 
rod feltham.

The head office 
and business 
operation will now 
be performed from 
the Winkfield site, 
including sales, 
technical support, 
distribution and 
finance. The technical 
field staff will not 
change and it will be 
business as usual. 

 “We recognise 
the importance 
of ensuring our 
customers are 
serviced in the 
best way possible. 
By optimising our 
operations in one 
location, we believe 
we can focus on 
offering quality 
products, competitive 
prices and service to 
those we do business 
with in the amenity 
sector,” said Director, 
Johanna mccloskey.

change at 
avoncrop

Sanli UK, has strengthened its national 
sales team with the appointment of Russell 
Kelly as Area Sales Manager for the South of 
England and parts of East Anglia.

Russell takes over an area looked after 
previously by Claire Morris who, in her new 
role as the company’s General Manager, is 
working with and supporting Mark Osborne 
in his dual capacity as Managing Director 
of Sanli UK Ltd and Director of European 
Operations, China Engine Group, Fujian 
Sanli Engine Co Ltd.

Russell joins Sanli UK from well-known 
garden machinery dealer, Tylers Ltd of 
Uckfield, East Sussex, where he had been 
for the past 15 years, initially as Sales 
Manager and latterly as Sales Director. 
Prior to that, Russell was a Regional Sales 
Manager with Atco Qualcast. 

“I have watched Sanli’s progress with 
great interest over the past 18 months and 
am delighted to be joining a company that 
is the first subsidiary of a Chinese outdoor 
power equipment manufacturer to be 
established in Britain,” commented Russell. 

New sanli man

A product innovation that 
reduces fuel usage on JCB 
diggers and allows operators 
to get to site quicker is today 
recognised with one of the 
highest honours in the UK – a 
Queen’s Award. 

The Queen’s Award for 
Innovation has been handed to 
JCB for developing a product 

called TorqueLock, which is 
fitted to the company’s biggest 
selling product, the backhoe 
loader. 

The Queen’s Award is the 
26th to be won by the JCB 
Group since the first one was 
granted in 1969 – a record for 
a UK company. 

JCB Chairman Sir 

Anthony Bamford said: 
“JCB TorqueLock is just one 
innovation among many 
that we’ve produced with 
our customers’ needs in 
mind and I’m delighted for 
the whole team at JCB that 
its development has been 
recognised with a Queen’s 
Award.” 

JCB InnoVatIon HonoUreD WItH 
QUeen’S aWarD 

West malling Gc owner Drives New Half a million toro Deal
West Malling Golf Club, in Kent, 
has recently signed a £500,000 
deal with Toro turf maintenance 
machinery distributor Lely UK.

The club, which has two 
18-hole courses, has been kitted 
out with over 30 brand new Toro 
machines. “Toro has an excellent 
reputation and a range of 
machines more solidly built than 
any other we’ve seen. 

We chose Toro because we 
wanted a fleet that does a great 
job, plus I’m pleased that they look 
the part and suit the overall image 
of the club, which is important to 
me as its owner,” said Mike Ellis.

Key pieces of Toro equipment 
that the club has invested 
in include six Greensmaster 
1000-D and two Reelmaster 
5510-D mowers, a ProPass 200 
topdresser, a MultiPro 5700-D 
sprayer, five Workman MD utility 
vehicles and a ProCore 648 
aerator.

Claire Matthewman has joined 
the Bayer Environmental 
Science Professional team as 
Product Manager. 

Claire will be responsible 
for all marketing and portfolio 
decisions relating to the Turf 
and Amenity and Professional 
Pest Control business for UK 
and Ireland.  A main part of 
her role will be managing key 
brands like Chipco green®, 
Dedicate®, Scorpio®, Merit® 
Turf, Longbow®, Festival®, 
Finale® and CDA Vanquish®.  

Claire goes to Bayer with a 
wealth of marketing experience 
and fresh ideas having 
previously worked outside of 
the industry, which will help 
shape the future Professional 
business. 

Bayer 
appointment


