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around the Green around the Green

Name: Martyn Lumb
age: 40
club: Elsham
Position: Assistant Greenkeper
Nickname: Two Bellies

1. How long have you been 
greenkeeping? 10 years

2. What was it about the career 
that attracted you? Working 
outside

3.If you weren’t a greenkeeper 
what do you think you’d be?
Gardener

4. Which task do you most 
enjoy doing? 
Construction (creative)

5. Which task do you least 
enjoy doing? Weeding

6. What one thing - other than 
a pay rise - would improve the 
greenkeepers’ lot? 
Regular thanks

7. Hobbies? 
Golf and cinema

8. Favourite Band? 
Broken Family Band

9. Which team do you support 
(football or otherwise)? 
Tottenham

10. What is your claim to 
fame? 
Met Andy Sinton and gave him 
five golf balls

assistant 
Profile
Our monthly look into the life 
of an assistant greenkeeper...

would have thought that by the 
end of April we would be desper-
ate for a good rain shower. If we 
do get one, together with these 
silly spring temperatures, we 
will be able to watch the grass 
grow.

On April 20 we held our 
Spring tournament at the KP 
Club Pocklington. On behalf of 
the Section I would like to thank 
the committee and members 
of the club for courtesy of the 
course, and the bar and catering 
staff for a good reception and 
great meal. We would also like 
to thank Keith and his staff for 
presenting us with such a great 
course.

These events cannot take 
place without sponsorship, so 
we would like to thank Sherriff 
Amenity for their support.  We 
had a good turnout on a sunny 
day, and it was nice to see a few 
new faces. 

Prizewinners on the day,  
Scratch Trophy.  A Baxter,  Div 
1. 1.  A. Slingsby; 2. A. Court; 3. 
N. Coultish. Div 2. 1. S. Trows-
dale; 2. F. Stewart; 3. G. Street. 
Div 3. 1. R. Smith; 2. N. Booth; 
3. K. Christie, Nearest the Pins. 
6th D Collins 17th  (with local 
knowledge)  K. Callander. Trade 
Prize. 1. T. Arana; 2. I. Collett.

I would like to thank everyone 
for attending, and look forward 
to seeing you all at Moortown 
GC on June 22.

That is all for this month so 
if you have any news or gossip, 
please pass it on to me:

Frank Stewart 72 West Park 
Grove, Roundhay, LS8 2DY. 
Mob 07947401278.  email  
frankstewart3@hotmail.co.uk.         

midland region

midland

I can only hope that by the 
time you read this month’s 
notes it has rained. I know that 
many of us have the latest and 
greatest computerised systems 
that can be reprogrammed by 
a simple phone call to a service 
centre in Belgium and that such 
happens in front of your eyes 
here in England in real time, 
and that it waters greens, tees, 
fairways, members (so funny) 

and, of course, us with alarm-
ing regularity. Nothing quite so 
pleasant as trying to turn off 
(with an ill-fitting plastic key) a 
sprinkler that is spewing a verti-
cal jet that is destined for the 
moon. 

However, many of us have to 
cope with antiquated systems 
that have the pressure and 
coverage of a dog peeing on the 
run after pinching a steak from 
the butchers. I can only shudder 
at the stresses that such brings, 
but I’ll bet that you have a good 
mix of poa and agrostis, and 
that your roots go down a mile. 
You can have too much of a good 
thing you know!

Talking of good things, Gary 
“The Hedge” Hanson, who has 
served at Stratford on Avon GC 
for the last five years has retired 
for a well deserved rest and to 
travel the world, and he will. 
Gary is one of the fittest 64 year 
olds I have ever met and stan-
dard of work has been second to 
none, not even mine. 

All of the boys at Stratford 
would like to wish you the very 
best and thank you for your 
wonderful banter and friend-
ship over too few a year, you 
will of course come and see us 
unwashed working class, some-
one’s got to finish the crossword 
Captain, but don’t forget the 
sugar.

The Section’s Spring Educa-
tion Training Day was held by 
Sherriff Amenity & Johnsons 
Seed where a visit took place 
on April 13 to DLF Trifolium 
Trial Grounds at Winchcombe, 
Gloucestershire. Derek Smith, 
from Johnsons, gave a presen-
tation, covering DLF breeding 
operations, which everybody 
found very interesting. 

After a coffee it was on with 
the coats to the trial grounds 
and an opportunity to see many 
of the most popular cultivars 
as straights and question the 
breeders. 

After lunch it was on to 
Inkberrow for a tour of the UK’s 
largest grass seed mixing plant. 
All were amazed at how busy it 
was, and how much work goes 
in to that 20kg bag of seed we 
all buy. 

A great day out was had by 
all, and our thanks to Derek 
Smith and Nigel Tyler, of Sherriff 
Amenity, for arranging the day.

The 2010 final of the Scotts 
Doubles took place on April 14 at 
the impressive Wentworth Club. 
The day was re-arranged due to 
injury by one of the finalists last 

year and was finally contested 
by John Ganley and Steve Scott, 
from North Warwickshire GC, 
and Richard Beecham and Gary 
Turner, from Wrekin GC. 

After a pulsating final it was 
the pair of Richard and Gary 
who took home the Scotts Shield 
for the first time. 

A huge thank you to Lewis 
Blois, of Scotts, who entertained 
everybody with distinction, 
which included lunch in the his-
torical clubhouse before play, 
and dinner in a country pub by 
the course after play. 

Also, a big thank you to Chris 
Kennedy, and the Wentworth 
Club, for allowing us to try out 
the new greens on the West 
course for the first time. This 
is the most wonderful prize 
and good luck to all who have 
entered this year. 

This month’s kind calendar 
sponsor’s are Whitemoss who, 
as if you didn’t know, produce 
and provide turf dressings, root 
zones, sands etc. that can be 
tailored to your specifications. 
Their web site: www.whitemoss-
eco.co.uk . 

Or you can call our old friend 
Mike Whitehouse on: 07795 395 
669. Right, you’ve got a couple of 
weeks to get your entries into 
Gary for the Summer Tourna-
ment which is to be held at the 
lovely Golf Club Kenilworth, on 
Monday, July 11. Start time 
12:30. 

Once again let us hope that it 
has rained, but not for the golf 
course you see, something far 
more important, the rivers.

Tight lines, Fisher Mac.
Sean McDade

BB&o       

The great British Spring can 
be extremely fickle and some-
times hard to predict, even the 
latest scientific equipment and 
gadgets that are available never 
seem to give the result we are all 
looking for. 

It can blow hot and cold, wet 
and windy and often brings 
along sudden unpredictable 
surprises. Spring this year 
with warm spells encouraged 
a welcome boost in growth on 
our courses, to a rapid change 
where high temperatures tested 

the irrigation and water sup-
plies early in the season, leaving 
a month in May to pondering 
what delights the weatherman 
will bring for us all in June. 

The BB&O carrier pigeon has 
reported that the Rigby Taylor 
Foursomes event is well under 
way and the draw has taken 
place with all entrants ready at 
the mark, as the carrier pigeon 
understands it, this year has 
preliminary rounds to play 
which will sort out the bowler 
hats from the sombreros, with 
the final, yet to be decided later 
in the year. 

Defending champions look 
out, Ring Taylor, the new Sec-
retary, has been sharpening his 
six gun skills, sorry! Six-iron 
skills to compete in this popular 
tournament which will be played 
all over the three counties.

On August 24, Dave Knight 
and crew welcome us to Don-
nington Grove GC on the edges 
of Berkshire in the lovely town 
of Newbury to host The Summer 
Tournament.

This fantastic course with a 
challenging layout and beautiful 
gardens will test the winner to 
qualify for the BIGGA National 
Championship. Put it in your 
diary before you forget.

A new Ryder Cup style format 
will take place in October 
between the BB&O. Teams will 
be formed to compete between 
Oxon, Berks and Bucks bring-
ing ties and linking the three 
counties together for what will 
be a great new style of play to 
unite the section together. Look 
forward to it; keep your eyes on 
the web site.

If you have any news or views 
the section website designer is 
eager for photo’s past and pres-
ent or anything relevant on the 
golf course you wish to share 
with the masses.

Calum Taylor can be con-
tacted on coursemanagerb-
mgc@yahoo.co.uk

Lastly, on a sombre note, it is 
with great regret that I have to 
report the sudden passing of Ian 
McMillan. Ian was the Course 
Manager at Walton Heath GC, 
Surrey. Ian was widely known 
and respected throughout the 
British Isles for his knowledge 

and greenkeeping talents, 
reaching the pinnacle of his 
profession.

In this, he carried on a family 
tradition of fine greenkeeping. 
He had a great zest for life and 
will be sadly missed.

On behalf of the BB&O, I 
extend to his wife and family 
our sincere condolences. 

Mark Day

south West and 
south Wales 
region

south Wales 

Hello and thanks for reading.
Without any hesitation a 

big thank you must go out to 
Ceri Richards who has stepped 
down from writing these 
articles for the last two and a 
half years a big thank you from 
all of us from the Section and 
on a personal note I hope your 
golf doesn’t improve too much 
as I am quite fond of picking 
up the trade prizes at our golf 
days!

So with the fixture cards 
all out and with you another 
thank you must go to Alan Able, 
of Complete Weed Control, 
for their continued support in 
sponsoring them.

With Glynhir being the host 
for our spring tournament it 
is nice for the Section to visit 
a new venue and also holding 
a new format. The format for 
the day is four man Stableford 
with best two scores counting. 
Wayne Benger, Glynhir’s Head 
Greenkeeper, has managed to 
pull in some great prizes for the 
event which include Heineken 
Cup tickets and International 
Rugby tickets and lots of other 
prizes donated by our sponsors 
David Evans (DEAL) and Tex-
tron. So keep a look out in next 
month’s Around the Green for 
the results.

As you’ll be reading this 
article I think many of you 
within this Region and Section 
could cast an eye back over last 
October (Rain, Rain more Rain 
and...Mr McDowell). 

The Celtic Manor is back 
in action again nearly seven 
months after that man won 

the last point so Europe won 
the Ryder Cup and many of 
us had the hardest but most 
rewarding times of our lives. 
Jim Mackenzie and his team 
have worked extremely hard in 
getting playing surfaces back 
to their best and the spectator 
areas just back to being able 
to walk on! Inscapes have pro-
vided Celtic Manor with over 
four hectares of turf and Coun-
trywide providing more than 
four tonnes of special mix grass 
seed to repair the damaged 
areas we all saw last year all the 
staff have had their hands full 
during what has been one of 
the harshest winters and driest 
springs on record.

FACT since February 1 Celtic 
Manor accumulatively has had 
less rainfall than of any of the 
three days it rained during the 
Ryder Cup week! 

So good luck Jim and your 
team and hope you have a 
successful SAAB Wales Open 
which you guys thoroughly 
deserve.

Once again thank you for 
reading if anyone has any 
ideas, moans, groans laughs 
or cries you know who I am, 
give me a call on 07876440599 
or drop me an email at phol-
mstrom@countrywidefarmers.
co.uk 

Thank you, Peter Holmstrom 

south coast.

Hi all.
As I write this we are 

approaching our spring tour-
nament at Liphook GC. spon-
sored by Avoncrop in memory 
of Colin (Chalkie) White. 

An exciting new venue for us 
that I hope is well supported, 
results will be in next months 
issue. 

I have just returned from a 
nine day Nordic City Cruise 
which was excellent, never 
thought I would take to cruising 
but I am hooked, must be my 
age! One or two of our members 
commented on taking holidays 
during busy times. 

Simple, I replied I have a 
great team! 

We have just got through the 
driest April on record coupled 
with some of the highest tem-

peratures for years, that, along 
with a constant easterly wind, 
and the course looks like mid-
summer. 

May hasn’t really started 
any better although storms are 
forecast at the weekend, we will 
see!

The Section is very quiet at 
the moment, the committee 
met on April 13 to discuss 
topics for our Autumn seminar 
and possible venues for next 
year’s golf. As always if you 
have any requests, let someone 
on the committee know. 

This year’s seminar will be at 
Milton Abbey School, another 
new venue with a different 
approach as there will be walks 
and talks on the work that goes 
on there. More details will be 
published later on.

Some good news from the 
Section is that Ian Noble is back 
in greenkeeping, he is the Head 
Man at  Parley Golf Centre, we 
all wish you well Ian. Also Fred 
Deamen is back on track, Alton 
went into receivership late last 
year but the members have 
bailed it out and they are again 
trading.

Here at Barton we have aer-
ated, over-seeded, top dressed, 
fed and watered everything 
within the area that the water-
ing system covers. Five tonnes 
of outfield fertiliser sits on a 
trailer in the shed waiting for 
the slightest hint of rain! 

My staff are hedging bets on 
who will get the dubious plea-
sure of spreading it in damp 
windy conditions! 

In the mean time its onward 
with wetting agent, wetter pel-
lets and keeping well out of the 
way of members who want me 
to over-water the greens.

Our next event will be Bro-
kenhurst Manor on July 20, 
don’t forget it’s our invitation 
competition so your guests 
must be a member of a golf club 
with a valid handicap. This is 
Kev’s course so he will be keen 
to show it off. 

A flier will be sent out 
nearer the date but for more 
information contact Kev on 
glassy2003@hotmail.com  In 
the mean time happy green-
keeping, see you at the golf 
events.

Tony Gadd
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