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COURSE FEATURE

Looking out of one the many 
huge windows in the superb 
Art Deco clubhouse at the 
magnificent Castle Stuart 
links it is easy to visualise 
Harry Vardon striding 
majestically down the 9th 
fairway in his Plus 4s; Tom 
Watson drilling a 2-iron into 
the 18th green, or Seve taking 
the acclaim, having got up and 
down from an impossible spot 
on the 3rd to save par.

In fact, it wouldn’t be too difficult 
visualising any one of the golfing 
greats pitting his wits against a 
course which looks like it has been 
around for a 100 years plus. But the 
fact is that so far none of them have, 
as the course, close to Inverness 
in the Highlands of Scotland, with 
the stunning Moray Firth as a 
backdrop, is virtually brand new. 
In fact, when it hosts the Barclay’s 
Scottish Open next month it will 
have been open for business less 
than two years.

Indeed, a mere four years ago 
much of Castle Stuart consisted of 
potato and carrot fields, but it is a 
tribute to the work that has been 

done in the building, growing-in 
and establishment of the course 
that a flagship European Tour 
event like the Barclay’s Scottish 
Open could even be considered a 
possibility.

The inspiration behind Castle 
Stuart is American developer, 
Mark Parsinen, who had origi-
nally been one of the investors 
and founders of Kingsbarns. 

In 2001 Mark decided he 
wanted to create a golf course of 
his own and began an extensive 
search of Scotland to find suit-
able land.

It was when he was looking at a 
stretch of Highland real estate that 
he happened to glance over and 
spot a bank of gorse on land which 
offered the elevation that drew 
comparisons with the fabled Royal 
Dornoch links not too far away. His 
search was over.

Mark then persuaded Stuart 
McColm, Course Manager at 
Kingsbarns, to become Project 
Manager for the new course with 
the promise of the position of Gen-
eral Manager once the course was 
up and running. 

Castle Stuart has been open less than two years but, as 
Scott MacCallum found out, you wouldn’t know it, and 
next month it is hosting the Barclay’s Scottish Open
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IRRIGATION

The unseasonably hot and dry 
spring weather has taken golf 
clubs across the UK by surprise 
in recent weeks, putting 
many an ageing and/or failing 
irrigation system to the test as 
a result. 

If you’re one of the clubs that 

have limped through the last couple 

of summers with a inadequate 

system, it’s time to stop burying 

your head in the sand-bunker: 

either invest in a proper retrofit and 

remedial work, or budget for an all-

new system. 
Both are daunting steps in these 

economically difficult times, but are 

far better than having your exist-

ing system kick the bucket in the 

height of summer!
Let’s look at your options…

Retrofit and remedial work

Did you know that remedial work 

can improve an existing system’s 

efficiency by around 20%? By 

repairing or renovating, customers 

can make significant savings on 

ongoing operating costs as well as 

save on the expense of a new instal-

lation – something that makes 

perfect financial sense in these 

tough times.
If the wholesale replacement 

of your existing system just isn’t 

feasible, then it is possible to phase 

in a new system over time – though 

you will, of course, be limited by the 

pipe network you’ve already got. 

For example: you could replace 

your mains and cabling in the first 

year; replace your pump system 

and tank the second year; and 

then, depending on your budget, 

put in a greens, tees and fairways 

system in the third year. 
By carrying out the first two 

phases, you are free to ‘bolt-on’ 

greens, tees and fairways cover as 

and when you can, which offers a 

more cost-effective solution.

Sprinkler nozzles are also subject 

to wear, so something as simple 

as adequate maintenance and  

periodic replacement can bring 

about a dramatic improvement in 

the overall efficiency of your system. 

Because they need to be replaced 

every few years, manufacturers 

are constantly updating and  

improving their design and func-

tion, which means new nozzles 

will work at the very best flow and 

pressure whereas older nozzles will 

always become less uniform with 

age.
Remarkably, simply by renewing 

sprinkler nozzles, you can increase 

the efficiency of your system by up 

to 10% at the right pressure and 

flow. 
With nozzles costing on average 

just £15 per head, this can be a 

highly cost-effective way of improv-

ing your system and is a job that 

can be carried out by the green-

keeping team.

 Time to keep a 
weather eye on

     your irrigation

This spring’s unseasonably warm 

weather looks set to be a sign of 

things to come. So – asks Robert 

Jackson – can your golf course 

irrigation system take the heat or 

is it time to upgrade?
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