
Details of your Section’s forthcoming 
events in 2011 can be found here...

Diary of Events

Date Event Venue Contact

FEBRUARY 2011

February 7th – 11th Golf Industry Show and 
Education Conference

Orlando, Florida www.golfindustryshow.com/ Orlando, Florida www.golfindustryshow.com/ 

February 7th – 11th National Golf Course 
Owners Association 
Annual Conference

Orlando, Florida www.ngcoa.org/ac2011/ 

February 9th Devon & Cornwall Section 
Event

Warren Golf Club George Pitts at gpitts.yelverton@googlemail.com or 
telephone 07929 754401

February 9th BB&O Turkey Trot 
(rearranged date)

The Oxfordshire Adam King at ajk@radley.org.uk or telephone 
01235 543119

February 23rd Devon and Cornwall 
Drainage Workshop

St Mellion Golf Club George Pitts at gpitts.yelverton@googlemail.com or 
telephone 07929 754401

MARCH 2011

March 1st Scottish Regional Confer-
ence

Carnegie Conference 
Centre, Dunfermline

Peter Boyd at pj.boyd@btinternet.com or telephone 
0141 616 3440/07776 242120

March 16th Devon and Cornwall 
Section

Merlin Golf Club George Pitts at gpitts.yelverton@googlemail.com or 
telephone 07929 754401

March 17th Joint BIGGA/GCMA 
Educational Seminar

Chipping Sodbury Golf 
Club, Bristol

Karen Drake at wsmgolfclub@eurotelbroadband.
com or telephone 01934 626968

March 30th Midland Regional 
Conference

Newark Golf Club Peter Larter at petelarter972@aol.com or telephone 
01476 550115

APRIL 2011

April 15th North East Section Event Newcastle United Golf 
Club

Jimmy Richardson at jamesrichardson217@
btinternet.com or telephone 07500 528542

April 19th East Scotland Section 
Spring Meeting

Craigielaw Golf Links Stuart Ferguson at stuferg@btinternet.com or 
telephone 07961 630553

April 21st South West Section Chipping Sodbury Golf 
Club

Adam Matthews at adam.l.matthews@hotmail.
co.uk or telephone 07732 503855
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of 2010, down in Southampton 
we had more snow than i can 
remember sledging and snow 
ball fights better than ever. 

Section news is a bit slow this 
time of year as it is either under 
snow or water so more news 
next month.

Hope every one had a great 
time at Harrogate, met up with 
old friends and made new ones. 
Try this year to keep in contact 
with all of them as you promised 
late at night in Wetherspoons.

Make this the year that you 
play all the Section golf days, do 
extra education, get fit, read that 
book you have always wanted 
to read, start to play a musical 
instrument and visit that place 
in the world that you have 
always liked the look of. 

Look forward to seeing you at 
our Section events this year as we 
have some great venues, so prac-
tice well get your handicap down 
and join in, meet new people get 
new ideas and solve problems by 
asking other greenkeeepers, so 
please support your Sections.

Chris Bitten

South Wales

Hi Everyone
Hope you are all well.
As I write, the heavy snow of 

the Christmas period has finally 
gone and many of you returned 
to work to find you greens in 
better condition than they 
usually are after the Christmas 
and New Year golf fixtures. 
Mainly because there weren’t 
any fixtures! The snow didn’t 
help most clubs’ finances, but 
since returning to work, I have 
seen many full car parks, with 
golfers keen to try out their new 
clubs, electric trolleys and loud 
sweaters! And on that subject I 
can give you the results of the 
Christmas competition.

The results from the Christmas 
Competition at Royal Porthcawl 
are as follows: Winner - Andy 
Roach, 34pts; 2. Leigh Davies, 
30pts; 3. Gareth Knight, 29pts. 

Nearest the Pin - Alan Abel; 
Longest drive - Darryl Jones 
(about 3 miles!) Best Trade - Alan 
Abel, 31pts. Christmas Spoon 
- Lucy Sellick, 12pts.  Guess 
the balls lost - Lucy Sellick (89) 
Sorry Lucy! Steve Chappell put 

that in!
Silver Salver prize for best 

scores throughout the season - 
Wayne Benger

A great day was had by all! 
33 golfers, or should I say hardy 
souls, braved the arctic winds 
and sleet showers to play 18 
holes over the wonderfully pre-
sented golf course. Huge thanks 
to Ian Kinley and his team for 
their hard work in such testing 
conditions. Ian told me that they 
basically couldn’t prepare the 
greens in any way, save chang-
ing the holes on the morning 
of the competition and yet the 
feedback was that the greens 
were excellent! 38 sat down for 
the traditional Christmas dinner 
which didn’t disappoint so our 
thanks go to Jo and her team for 
looking after us. Thanks also to 
Wyn Davies and Chris Hopkins, 
from Ted Hopkins, & John Pike, 
from Toro, for sponsoring the 
day. Finally thanks to Royal 
Porthcawl Golf Club for agreeing 
to host the event.

 We also wish Tony Horne 
a speedy recovery after Tony 
suffered a heart attack before 
Christmas. We wish him and his 
family all the best.

 The evening lecture for Febru-
ary will take place at Pencoed 
college on Wednesday, Feb 23 at 
7pm. Speaker to be confirmed. 
Thanks again to our friends from 
Countrywide for sponsoring the 
night.

Still on the education front, 
the annual Avoncrop Amenity 
Products Education Seminar will 
again be held at Ashburnham 
Golf Club on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 23. Among the companies 
represented will be Scotts, Syn-
genta and Barenbrug. The day 
is free and includes a bacon roll 
and coffee on arrival and also a 
buffet lunch. Give me a call if you 
would like to reserve a place.

That’s it for now. See you all 
soon I hope.

Ceri Richards
07831 16864 
celticceri@aol.com

Devon and Cornwall

Hello all,
Apologies for no notes last 

month, but there wasn’t much 

to report as I managed to get 
the summary of the Porthpean 
meeting in before the deadline 
and in the December Edition. 
Our Annual Christmas meeting 
was held at Saunton Golf Club 
on Wednesday, December 15 
with 80+ attendees enjoying a 
fresh but gorgeous sunny day. 
The event was kindly sponsored 
by MST and Irritech. The day 
consisted of Golf or a Course 
walk led by Ray Day, Course 
Manager at Saunton Golf Club. 
Starting with the Golf (Apolo-
gies if I have left anyone out, as 
unfortunately I misplaced my 
notes!) 

The format was Greensomes 
playing on the West Course for 
the MST/Ramsomes Jacobsen 
Trophy and on the East Course 
for the Irritech Cup. With a total 
of 50 players enjoying the sun-
shine and perfect conditions, yet 
chilly, there were prizes a plenty 
to play for! Winning on the East 
Course was David Hiscock and 
Gordon Child; 2. Kelvin and 
Ashley Millar, all from Churston 
GC. Nearest the Pins were won 
by Kelvin and Ashley Millar 
and Longest Drives by Simon 
Saunders, Woodbury Park, and 
James Sheehan, Truro,. Win-
ning. on the East Course was 
Jonathan Bullen and Shaun 
Warren, Staddon Heights, 2. 
Richard Parker and Jorden 
Wooden, Ilfracombe, 3.  Jason 
Hampton, Stover, and Jason 
Brooks, Torquay. Nearest the 
Pins were won by Jason Brooks 
and Andy Parker, PGA, and Lon-
gest Drives by Jason Hampton 
and Jordan Wooden. Congratu-
lations and well played to all Golf 
prize winners. The Course walk 
was enjoyed by the remaining 
30+ attendees. Ray took the 
party firstly on to the East 
Course, then the West Course 
and finally the impressive and 
well organised maintenance 
facilities. Ray explained how 
the Courses have evolved and 
how different techniques have 
been utilised to improve traffic 
routes. He showed off some 
recent projects, Tee extensions 
and Bunker revetting as well as 
explaining how the club work 
very closely with Natural Eng-
land on this environmentally 
sensitive site. The natural sand 
dunes at Saunton make up a 
truly remarkable landscape, 
one that is made for Golf! At this 
point, I would like to say a special 
mention to MST for providing a 
Halfway House that was enjoyed 
by both sets of golfers as well as 

the course walkers. Hot Pasties 
were provided for all along with a 
selection of beverages. This has 
become a great feature of the 
Christmas meeting and is thor-
oughly enjoyed and remarked 
on by very thankful attendees. 

The two Courses were in 
fantastic condition and a credit 
to Ray and all the green staff 
at Saunton. After visiting the 
facilities, it was time for a quick 
change and into the club for 
our Christmas meal. This was 
followed by entertainment in 
the shape of Comedian, Jimmy 
Quinn, who, a keen golfer him-
self, entertained the members 
with stories and jokes. After the 
entertainment the golf prizes 
were awarded by our Chairman, 
Colin Webber. Two extra raffle 
prizes were awarded, one being 
a hamper supplied by John Pal-
frey, from Avoncrop. This was 
won by Steven Cox, Sidmouth 
GC. The second was a free trip 
to Harrogate, funded by the Sec-
tion, won by Christy Worthing-
ton, Saunton. A big thank you 
to all the committee members 
who helped with organising the 
day and to Saunton Golf Club 
for their help and hospitality in 
making this a successful and 
memorable day.

By the time you have read this, 
Harrogate would have been and 
gone. Again this year the Region 
organised travel and accommo-
dation for our members. Thanks 
to Jane Jones for organising this. 
A big thank you to Scott Gibson, 
St Enodoc, and Keith Kemp, 
West Cornwall, for organising 
the Minibus again this year and 
to Richard Japes, Sports Metals, 
for Sponsoring the bus. This is 
very much appreciated by the 
Section and the Region. 

Another special mention is 
to Trevor Dodge, Head Green-
keeper, Looe Golf Club, Corn-
wall, who celebrated 40 years at 
the club on January 3 this year! 
An amazing achievement, well 
done Trevor!

During February, there 
are two gatherings, firstly on 
Wednesday, Feb 9, Section 
Meeting at Warren Golf Club and 
secondly on Wednesday, Feb 23, 
we have a Drainage Workshop at 
St Mellion International. Please 
contact me for further details 
and to book yourself a place on 
either of these events.

George Pitts
Section Secretary
Bigga Devon & Cornwall
07929 754401
gpitts.yelverton@gmail.com

BE LOOKED UP IN THE  
ULTIMATE HANDBOOK

Advertise in the annual 
directory of BIGGA members

Advertise online

BE ONE CLICK AWAY FROM 
THE NEW BIGGA WEBSITE
www.bigga.org.uk

Advertise in the 2012 BIGGA Calendar

BE SURROUNDED BY 
BEAUTIFUL SCENERY

BE SEEN BY THE 
BIGGA MEMBERSHIP

Advertise in GI, the monthly 
magazine for BIGGA members

BE PART 
OF BIGGA
To fi nd out more 
contact us on  
01347 833800




