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around the green around the green
golf the next day. Please contact 
me asap to secure a place as we 
expect this to be very popular!

George Pitts
Section Secretary
07929 754401
gpitts.yelverton@gmail.com

south Coast 

December is here and we can 
look back on what has been a 
very challenging year and look 
forward with great hope that 
next year will be much kinder. 
The Section has been busy with 
a few people moving on and 
others taking up new positions. 
Steve Richardson moved from 
the New Course at Sunningdale 
Golf Club to Parkstone Golf Club 
and we welcome him to the Sec-
tion and wish him well. Roger 
Myatt has moved from Knighton 
Heath Golf Club to Doncaster 
and again we wish him well in 
his new position. 

Alan Magee moves from 
Remedy Oak and is the new 
Course Manager at Knighton 
Heath. We congratulate him on 
his first appointment in that 
position, I have worked with 
Alan and know he will be a great 
asset to the club. 

As Alan has moved on there 
have been promotions in the 
Remedy Oak team. Ed Carey 
has been appointed Deputy 
Course Manager and Rob Wills 
to First Assistant, congratula-
tions to you both. 

Finally, Graham Bungay, 
Head Greenkeeper at Wellow 
Golf Club has decided on a 
career change leaving the indus-
try, so Simon Justice, from 
Alresford Golf Club, has been 
appointed Head Greenkeeper, 
again his first appointment in 
this position. Congratulations 
Simon, we wish you well and 
every success!

I know Robert spoke about 
BTME last month but a gentle 
reminder to make the effort to 
attend. There is an excellent 
education package covering 
every aspect of your jobs and 
the added knowledge not only 
expands your own but also 
helps keep you up to date of best 
practice and potential cost sav-
ings to your budgets with new 
developed products. The show is 

also excellent and the opportu-
nity to network with colleagues 
is excellent so make it a week 
not to miss.

Our own section seminar on 
February 15 is looking exciting 
and we have an excellent day 
planned. The venue is the mag-
nificent Milton Abbey School 
where Joe Cooper is the Head 
Groundsman. Joe has been a 
long standing supporter of the 
Section both at our golf and 
education events but not many 
have had the opportunity to see 
the complexity of his position in 
managing the schools multi use 
sports fields. 

We have been fortunate to 
attract some excellent speak-
ers again this year including 
Jim McKenzie MBE, Cameron 
McMillan, Jonathan Worrall 
and Robert Wills. 

The presentations will be held 
before lunch and then after 
lunch we will have a guided tour 
of the grounds where Joe will 
give us an insight to the chal-
lenges him and his team face 
in managing the grounds. All 
details will be you very soon and 
we hope that you will as sup-
portive to the day as you have 
before. 

Our Section fixture card will 
also be with you very soon, 
which outlines the year ahead. 
As a Committee we are trying 
very hard to communicate 
information to you whether it 
though theses pages, on the 
BIGGA website or on our Face-
book page. If you feel we can 
do anything better please let 
us know, it’s your Section and 
we endeavour to do our best for 
you. We all lead busy lives and 
times are difficult but attending 
section events is rewarding for 
yourselves and the committee 
so please try and support the 
section as much as you can, 
your section needs you!

I would like to finish by thank-
ing Chris Bitten for all his hard 
work as Section Secretary. He 
worked very hard on the sec-
tion’s behalf and he thankfully 
remains an important commit-
tee member. Thanks Chris.

That just leaves me to wish 
you a very merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year. I hope it 
brings you everything you wish 
for. Enjoy the festivities, be safe 
and let’s begin 2012 with a posi-
tive attitude, renewed hope and 
energy to make it a great year.

Alex McCombie  Email south-
coastsecretary@gmail.com

Jim 
Croxton 
Chief  
Executive

attend the day and see some of 
the changes Ian has put to the 
course.

With Harrogate again coming 
closer please guys contact Jane 
Jones she has fantastic rates 
on rooms at the Cairns Hotel 
it would be fantastic to see as 
many of us up there as possible 
next year and yes I will get the 
beers in just you guys get up 
there.   

Thanks for reading guys
Peter Holmstrom

south west

Hi Everyone, I have to start by 
apologising to you all for what 
has been a rather quiet month. 
So this is going to be short but 
still very sweet. I want to let you 
know what we have going on at 
the moment. 

Paul and I are very keen at 
arranging more workshops/
training days. Please feel free to 
let us know what it is you want 
to do and we’ll do our best for 
you. 

Any of you looking at attend-
ing Harrogate 2012, we can 
offer a free place, this is courtesy 
of our patronage partners. Send 
a letter or email to myself, stat-
ing why you should attend and 
what benefits you will receive 
while you are there. 

An important date for your 
diary, Wednesday, December 
14, the South West Section 
visits Burnham & Berrow G.C, 
this will be for our Christmas 
tournament, you know you 
really don’t want to miss out on 
this!

We also have a new Facebook 
page for the South West Section, 
one that will make it much more 
convenient for you all to use, 
you don’t having to do anything, 
just enjoy this amazing feature 
you have at your finger tips. 

I would like to thank our 
patronage partners for all of 
their support for 2011, Ecosol, 
Irritech Limited, Countrywide, 
British Seed Houses, Seadland, 
Avoncrop, Martyn Lane Golf 
Signs. Your support is very 
much appreciated by the whole 
Section.   

See you all very soon,
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.

co.uk
07732503855

devon and Cornwall

Our November meeting was 
held at Carlyon Bay GC, in St 
Austell, Cornwall. A total of 55 
attendees braved what was 
testing weather conditions for 
both the golf and the course 
walk. Despite the weather, the 
course held up very well. The 
Course walk was led by Brian 
Summers, Past Course Man-
ager, and Steven Pope, Course 
Manager. Brian explained how 
the course was owned by the 
Brend Hotel Group and how the 
greenkeeping team structure 
was dictated by the owner’s 
wishes. 

Each area of the course is the 
responsibility of an individual 
i.e. one person in charge of 
greens, one in charge of fairways 
and so on. 

This structure has been put 
in place so that each person can 
be held accountable for their 
area. Steven explained how this 
can be very frustrating and they 
are hoping to revert back to a 
more holistic approach where 
all staff can multi-task and be 
involved with maintaining all 
areas of the course. 

There were many interesting 
features of the course including 
the remnants of old mine works 
throughout the course. A big 
thank you to Brian and Steve 
for their time and enthusiasm in 
leading the course walk.

The golf was an individual 
Stableford competition and 
a big thank you to those who 
took part and played as many 
holes as they could bear. For 
those who did actually make it 
around all 18 holes, prizes were 
sponsored by Devon Garden 
Machinery and Everris. 

In first place with 28 points 
and winning on count back 
was Lloyd Overy, Lakeview GC, 
in second place was Graham 
Clarke, Chulmleigh, and in 
third was Jason Brooks, Tor-
quay GC, with 27 points.

After a very welcome lunch 
our educational speaker for 
the day was Paul Morris, 
from GBR Technology. Paul’s 
background is a chemist 
(Masters from Oxford), with 
11 years formulating experi-

ence in surfactant containing 
products at Castrol (the surface 
treatment division rather than 
engine oils) and seven years at 
BASF selling surfactants into 
a range of industries including 
agrochemical adjuvants and 
turf wetting formulators.  Most 
of the surfactant used in turf 
wetting preparations in the UK 
is BASF material. GBR Tech-
nology Ltd was incorporated in 
1985 and has a heritage traced 
back to the Kodak Corporation 
over 40 years ago. The company 
developed a range of wetting 
agents in 2009 and have a 
reasonably small but growing 
number of accounts. Paul 
talked through the chemical 
structure of surfactants and 
how they work along with how 
they can be used. A big thank 
you to Paul for travelling down 
and giving up his time to share 
his specialist and extensive 
knowledge in this area.

Huge thanks to all the staff 
at Carlyon Bay for a great day 
despite the adverse weather 
conditions. Also, a big thank you 
to Steve Dommett, from Devon 
Garden, and Mark Raynor, from 
Everris, for attending, giving out 
the prizes and sponsoring the 
day.

Duchy College is offering a 
free Assessor update training 
session for Greenkeepers from 
Devon and Cornwall. This is 
for existing assessors who cur-
rently hold the D32/33 or A1 
qualifications to meet the new 
TAQA Assessor requirements. 
This is a part of the Green-
keeper Industry Liaison and 
Standardisation Meeting taking 
place at Stoke Climsland in HE 
2 on 07/12/11 from 9:00am-
4:15pm (lunch provided). To get 
more details and to book your 
place, please contact Karen 
Davey 01579372220.

Our next meeting is our 
Christmas Meeting at Ashbury 
Golf Club, near Okehampton, 
in Devon. The format for the 
day will be to either play golf or 
attend the course walk, this will 
be followed by Christmas lunch, 
prizes and raffle. Following this 
there will be the opportunity 
to take part in various activi-
ties including snooker, indoor 
bowls and ten-pin bowling. The 
theme for the day will be “Devon 
v Cornwall”. 

There will be the opportunity 
to book accommodation at a cost 
of £25, this includes bed and 
breakfast and a further round of 

northern 
29th November 2011, 
Cookridge hall golf Club

30th November 2011, 
Birchwood golf Club 
Contact Peter Larter, RA, 
01476  550115

south east 
16 November 2011, stock 
Brook Manor golf Club, 
essex  
Contact Clive Osgood, RA, 
01737 819343

south west & wales 
17 November 2011, oaktree 
arena, highbridge, 
somerset 
Contact Jane Jones, RA, 
01454 270850

scotland 
6 March 2012, Carnegie 
Conference Centre, 
dunfermline 
Contact Peter Boyd, RA, 
0141 616 3440 

Bigga regional 
Conferences

scotland 
Christopher Wright, West Section
Peter Murray, Central Section
Alistair Morrison, Central Section
David Burgess, north 
Ryan Stenhouse, Central 
Jamieson Henderson, Central 
elliott Smith, Central

northern region
Scott needs, northern
Mark James, north 
Robert Lydon, North Wales 
Daniel Hahn, north West
Christopher Chippindale, northern
Niall Robinson, Sheffield 
William Marriott, Sheffield
Liam Plummer, Sheffield
Stephen Warne, Sheffield
Shaun Howbrook, north West

Midland region
Jack Glover, Midland
Stephen Craft, Berks/Bucks & oxon
Simon Beard, east Midland 

south east region
Joseph Blake, Surrey 
Alastair Moore, kent 
Philip Cork, Surrey
Aaron Temple, Surrey
ross Slade, kent
Daniel Weston, kent 
Joshua Pickersgill, Surrey 

south west/south wales 
region
robbie Vennard, South West 
Graham Howard, South Coast 

overseas
Georgi Farfarov, Bulgaria
Yavor Atanasov, Bulgaria
Andrew Harvey, Netherlands

for more information on 
new members log in to 
the Members’ area of the 
Bigga website.

Bigga welcomes the 
following new members

it was a privilege recently to attend both the south 
east region and south west and south wales region 
Conferences. education underpins all that Bigga 
does so it was heartening to see that the turnout out 
at both Conferences was excellent and there was a 
wide cross section of age and experience present. 

The format at both conferences allowed for interesting and 
thought provoking presentations including insights from turf 
managers in other sports. Importantly there was also time for 
question and answer sessions, along with sufficient breaks to 
allow Members to discuss the presentations heard as well as 
the hot topics currently affecting their own facilities.  

A recurring theme was the challenge everyone faces to 
produce the playing surface required by the members or 
owners of each facility. This was as true in golf as for the 
Essex County Cricket groundsman who discussed having 
to prepare either a dustbowl for a world class spinner one 
week and then a green top for seamers the next while I 
was astounded to learn that at The Hurlingham Club the 
croquet lawns were expected to stimp at over 10 feet for major 
competitions. Preparing the golf course in the best condition 
possible is the ambition of all of our members but it is clear 
that the Course Manager needs to be fully aware of the 
expectations of his or her Green Committee/Club Manager/
Owner and, more importantly, needs to manage those 
expectations very carefully so that both parties aim for an 
achievable and agreed standard of presentation.

During the same week I also attended the Golf Club 
Managers Association’s biennial conference in Hinckley.  
This was an excellent event with a wide range of topics 
discussed. Customer service was a high priority throughout 
but I came away with the strong impression that the modern 
Club Manager needs to be focussed on the sustainability 
and playability of the golf course.  The conference itinerary 
included no fewer than seven different presentations related 
to elements of course management, it was not by any means 
an attempt to arm the Club Manager with the skills required 
to manage the course itself rather an opportunity to help 
them understand better the role that the Course Manager 
plays. This can only be a positive step in BIGGA’s journey 
to raise the awareness of how vital professional course 
management is to the future health of the golf industry. 

I look forward to meeting many more members at the 
various seminars and conferences that pepper the winter 
months and of course at BTME in just a few weeks time.

Jim Croxton 

A recurring theme was the 
challenge everyone faces to 
produce the playing surface 
required by the members or 
owners of each facility




