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around the green around the green
ture: news, fixtures, education, 
entry forms, golf days, jobs and 
competitions. The site can be 
viewed at www.bbogreenkeep-
ers.co.uk . It has never been 
easier to network or keep up to 
date with what is happening. 
The BB&O Section has set up 
both Twitter and Facebook 
accounts. On Twitter we can be 
found at http://www.twitter.
com/bbogreenkeepers and join 
us on facebook under the group 
name BB&O Golf Section.

The Section was well repre-
sented at the National Champi-
onship, sponsored by Charter-
house and Kubota, which were 
played over a cracking course at 
West Lancashire. David Lyons 
led after the first round, how-
ever, the following days scores 
suffered where conditions were 
tough not helped by a night 
out on the town in Liverpool! 
The Midlands Section was well 
represented finishing runners-
up in the Regional Cup which 
consisted of David Lyons, John 
Bowness (both from Deamwood 
Park), Simon Wooley (Castle 
Royal) and Paul Reeve.

The Rigby Taylor Pairs final 
was contested between Sonning 
GC and Deanwood Park GC, at 
The Berkshire GC. The teams 
were blessed with fantastic 
autumn weather coupled with 
superb playing surfaces pro-
ducing some great golf – match 
play at its best!  A big thank 
you must go to Moggie and his 
team for making everyone very 
welcome. Following some great 
golf both teams reached the 
18th all-square. David Lyons 
and John Bowness continued 
their good form to win the final 
hole, crowning them the 2011 
Rigby Taylor Winners. Con-
gratulations I’m sure you will 
look forward to defending your 
title next year.

Our thanks to Gareth Acte-
son, of Rigby Taylor, for his 
continued support organising 
this event each year. 

In other news from the Sec-
tion Dan Lightfoot and his 
team at Bearwood Lakes have 
been busy over the summer 
with an ambitious renovation 
programme. The results look 
impressive with many positive 
comments received. This will 
undoubtedly set the bar higher 
maintaining and strengthening 
the clubs ethos and reputation.  
The team will be busy as they 
push on with the next phase of 
works this winter.

The committee are working 

hard to improve the Section for 
the benefit of all members. If 
anyone has any news, views or 
ideas they would like to see for 
the BB&O section then please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch:  
bboscribe@gmail.com or alter-
natively contact Matt Nutter 
bbosecretray@gmail.com 

Lastly, as winter is upon us, I 
would like to wish all members 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year and look forward to 
seeing many of you again next 
year - role on 2012! 

south east 
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east anglia

I am pleased to report that our 
illustrious Secretary is alive and 
very well.  After intensive tests 
and sleepless nights in hospital 
he came out with a virtually 
clean bill of health and contrary 
to popular belief, he is not the 
missing link!

Our latest venue was Alde-
burgh Golf Club and after a mix 
up with the tee times, 50 of us 
ended up playing foursomes 
which was a shame as we could 
not play the course as we would 
have wished but it was the best 
of a bad job and it wasn’t raining.

The course was in a fantastic 
condition thanks to Mark 
Broughton and his team. The 
greens were something else. 
Green lino perhaps? It was a 
privilege to be there. Well done 
mate.

Some of us (not me) managed 
to master the greens however, by 
using a feather duster instead of 
a putter.

Results: Tony Thacker & Nick 
Howes, 34 pts; 2. Ian Cambridge 
& Richard Southall, 30 pts; 3. 
Peter Howard (only 3rd) & Ray 
Forem, 29 pts; Danny Perring & 
Will Law, 29 pts

Nearest the Pin:- that’s a 
laugh on those greens; 50 feet 
was a miracle! On the 17th it 
was Rob Boyce (28 ft 6 ins and 
he three putted). On the 4th it 
was Adrian Kersey (6 ft 11 ins 
and he four putted).

I may be prone to slight 
exaggeration from time to time 
and must never be taken too 

seriously – just in case anyone 
wants to take me to court!

I digress. Longest drive - 9th 
Steve Dickinson and Longest 
drive - 18th Mike Virley

The main sponsor of the day 
was Tomlinson Groundcare – 
which reminds me, we all saw 
‘Tomo’ by the 10th tee with his 
“nuts out” and other refresh-
ments. Well someone, I think it 
was Nick Ashman, drank some 
firewater then proceeded to fall 
in the bunker by the 10th green, 
for which he was awarded the 
infamous loo seat.

Other trade donations came 
from our loyal supporters as 
ever: Aitkens, Bartram Mowers, 
Ernest Doe, Headland, Rigby 
Taylor and Ben Burgess.

Pause for thought:-  Two Head 
Greenkeepers were discussing 
the merits (or lack of) of a Greens 
Committee – one said it took his 
committee two hours to decide 
the date of their next meeting. 
The other one said “only two 
hours”!

One final thought. I didn’t 
know they had motor bikes on 
Thorpeness! Well on this note I 
got from Ian it says T.T. Decem-
ber 7.

That’s all folks. Mick Lathrope

sussex 

The annual match with 
Sussex, Surrey and Essex was 
recently played at Chichester 
Golf Club. Unfortunately, Essex 
could not make the numbers on 
the day and the competition was 
left to Sussex against Surrey. 
The course was in great nick 
and the food was excellent but 
Sussex were the underdogs 
on the day losing by just four 
points. Nearest the Pat the 15th 
hole went to Surrey man, Phil 
Rowlands, the Longest Drive 
at the 8th went to Surrey man, 
Jamie Jacklin. Overall, 41 well-
earned points on count back 
went to a Sussex man (normally 
the bridesmaid) Glynn Pollard. 
Many thanks must go to every-
one at Chichester Golf Club for 
making it such an enjoyable 
day.

Commiserations has to go to 
yours truly and Glynn Pollard 
who were knocked out of the 
Sussex Bowl by Gary Ogilvie 
and George Barr at Worthing 

Golf Club. Gary played very well 
scoring a hand full of birdies.  
George was also there.

I would like to hear from 
Sussex members with any news 
to report Around the Greens.  
There must be a lot of activ-
ity out there that is not being 
brought to my attention for this 
very informative, well presented 
monthly communication for all. 
Contact me by phone or email.

Eric Green
Beauport Park Golf Club
01424-214600
07805-024001
TheGreens837@aol.com

kent 

And so to the end of another 
year. A year of highs and lows 
that’s for sure, but certainly 
finishing on a high for me. Our 
Section’s golfing year has seen 
us travel to golf clubs at Lydd, 
Knole Park, Sittingbourne and, 
just a couple of weeks ago, to 
Redlibbits. We have seen so 
many new faces this year and we 
thank every one of you for your 
support for our Section and 
helping us to promote the image 
of professional greenkeepers up 
and down the land.

We would like to thank all 
these clubs for hosting events 
this year and we would also like 
to offer sincere thanks to all our 
sponsors for their generosity in 
continuing to support our Sec-
tion. We have now produced a 
full fixture list for next year, so 
please visit our website for full 
details.

Sorry this is only a short 
report but will make up for it 
next month with details of our 
Turkey Trot, AGM and extended 
prizegiving at Redlibbits.

Merry Christmas and a suc-
cessful 2012

Best of British. Rob Holland
www.kentgreenkeepers.com

surrey 

Monday November 7. I 
have today been ringing a few 
Surrey members in the hope 
that someone has an exciting 
bit of news for me to relate to 
you all.  Well, I have warned you 
many times in the past that if 
you don’t tell me I will tell you. 
Therefore my latest holiday, 
was short, only a weekend 
break, Friday, October 28 
to Sunday, October 30, in 
Studland Bay, Dorset, only a 
stone’s throw from The Isle of 
Purbeck GC. I did not play golf, 
I did not join two other males in 
their pursuit of an all over sun 
tan on the naturist beach and 
I did not swim in the sea. I did 
eat three meals a day, drank a 
little vino and sampled the local 
public transport service, using 
my bus pass, to the delightful 
but slightly damp seaside 
resort of Swanage. Now if that 
doesn’t bore you to tears, again 
be warned, I can go on with this 
sort of interesting travelogue 
for as long as it takes.

I hope you enjoyed the semi-
nar, arranged by Les Howkins, 
on December 1. I was hoping 
to put the information in last 
month’s edition but the speak-
ers had not been finalised. 
Cameron McMillan was hope-
fully participating, probably on 
the same subject on which he 
will be speaking at Harrogate.

Thursday, October 27.
Many Surrey members gath-

ered at Epsom GC to recognise 
the semi retirement of one of 
the industry’s most under-
rated, but extremely handsome 
salesmen. Ron Christie and 
with limited help, but strong 
encouragement, from Douglas 
Iolanthe Fernie were the duo 
who thought up this tribute to 
the one and only yours truly.

Thanks to all my friends who 
attended this extravaganza 
and presented me with a fine 
selection of red wines and I look 
forward to next year, when I 
think we should do it all over 
again. Dan and Duncan, two 
Kent members who travelled 
far to be there, were also espe-
cially welcome. I played with 
Douglas, Ron and Paul Weston 
and with a little coaching from 
me Douglas [El Bandito] with 

43 points came first and Paul 
[Aqua Cushman] was, with 
37 points, runner up. Mark 
Harvey, Course Manager at 
Epsom, gets my gratitude 
for presenting the course, as 
always, in the sort of condition 
we expect and hope to find 
at any venue greenkeepers 
attend.  

I have today been sent, by a 
Surrey Member, an informa-
tive text regarding this year’s 
late leaf fall and how they are 
coping with the huge increase 
in the number of acorns, 10 
times more than usual. He 
was also concerned that they 
are today under attack from a 
flock of seagulls, reminiscent of 
Alfred Hitchcock’s movie ‘The 
Birds’, but he did not go into 
details. If you have suffered 
from any similar problems 
please discuss them with this 
member, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, personally. Name 
and telephone number are 
available from the appropriate 
authority.

This is the sort of information 
I need to interest my readers, so 
please, follow XXX’s example 
and text me your thoughts and 
experiences or it’s back to the 
isle that’s whiter than Wight.

Brian Willmott 
07879474038. Email brian.

willmott@hotmail.co.uk

south west and 
south wales 
region

south wales  

Hello South Wales. Well last 
month I wrote about the Rugby 
World Cup and I was hoping to 
be able to call ourselves World 
Champions but unfortunately 
there was a certain Irish French 
referee that had something to 
do with that! I’m so proud of all 
the lads it was great to be Welsh 
again even the Welsh flag was 
flying above Downing Street. 
Fair weather supporters I call 
it!

Onto the matters in hand we 
have held our autumn South 
Wales golf tournament at the 
beautiful Trefloyne Golf Club. 

The course was outstanding 
how Gareth Knight and his 
one other staff member can 
maintain the course at that 
high standard is incredible. On 
the day the rain did threaten 
but we fortunately did miss 
all the showers and a good 
competition was had with Big 
D eventually knocking Andy 
Roach off the top spot. Peter 
Lacey was back in the prizes 
as the Trade Winner with 
Wayne Benger and Nigel Ruck 
winning the Longest Drive and 
Nearest the Pin respectively. A 
thank you must also go out to 
the catering staff whose meal 
and dessert after the golf was 
second to none. 

With the golf over it was one 
last chance to have a beer with 
Steve Chappell before he left 
for Gleneagles and so I’m led 
to believe there wasn’t much 
beer left in Tenby that evening! 
Again all the best to Steve and 
his family heading up north we 
wish you the best of luck and 
dryness possible.

Prior to the golf we did hold 
our AGM with Steve Chappell 
standing down Gareth Knight 
has been elected Secretary, 
Paul Handy as Chairman and 
myself back on as the Trade 
representative. Gareth and 
the committee will be looking 
at new fresh ideas to continue 
the great work that Steve 
Chappell has started and we 
will be looking very shortly of 
arranging a new format for the 
Countrywide Evening Lecture 
Series and everyone will receive 
an email confirming what all 
our new plans will be. 

Royal Porthcawl Golf Club 
has now been confirmed as the 
host venue for the 2014 and 
2019 Seniors British Open Golf 
Championship a huge con-
gratulations to Ian Kinley, his 
team The Royal Porthcawl GC 
and even the Welsh Assembly, 
for supporting this event and 
again putting Wales golf and 
Welsh greenkeeping high up on 
the map. I have recently seen 
some of the subtle changes to 
some of the greens and realign-
ment of some strategic bunker-
ing not to mention the new 
5th back tee possibly slightly 
sadist! 

All the improvements are 
fantastic and I can’t wait to 
play them in the New Year. 
With our Winter Competition 
being held here for the second 
year running on December 13, 
hopefully all of you guys can 

name:  
Simon 
Connah  
age: 39 
Club:  
St.Andrews 
Links Trust
Position: 
Deputy Course Manager, Old 
Course.
nickname: Si (there are others)!

1. how long have you been 
greenkeeping? 22 Years.

2. what was it about the career 
that attracted you? I was lucky 
enough to work at the 84 Open 
whilst at school.  My Grandfather 
also knew Walter Woods!!

3. if you weren’t a greenkeeper 
what do you think you’d be? 
Musician.

4. which task do you most 
enjoy doing and why? 
Training & Developing Staff 
hopefully to help them progress.

5. which task do you least 
enjoy doing and why? 
Dealing with Staff discipline 
issues as most could easily be 
avoided.

6. what one thing - other than 
a pay rise - would improve the 
greenkeepers’ lot?
An upturn in the Golf Industry 
which would hopefully provide 
opportunities for all, especially 
the Trainee Greenkeepers 
coming through College.

7. hobbies? Football, Rugby 
Union, Live Music & Drumming.

8. favourite Band?  
Bruce Springsteen & the E Street 
Band.

9. which team do you support 
(football or otherwise)? 
Dundee United FC  

10. what is your claim to 
fame? Appeared on Sky Sports 
News chatting to, or maybe 
looked like ‘harassing’, Tiger 
Woods for his signature at the 
2010 Open!

assistant 
Profile
Our monthly look into the life 
of an assistant greenkeeper...

south east regional 
Conference
 
16 November 2011, stock 
Brook Manor golf Club, 
essex  
Contact Clive Osgood, RA, 
01737 819343




