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Around The GreenAround The Green
South East Region

Kent

You know how it is. Sometimes 
things that seem implausible 
just happen.

There I was toiling away at 
Birchwood when a call came 
through inviting me to play in 
a Pro-Am for an Ernest Doe & 
Sons team at Sittingbourne Golf 
Club the following week! After 
several seconds of um-ing and 
ah-ing, and being brave enough 
to make a decision without con-
sulting the wife, that was it. The 
day was in the diary and nothing 
was going to stop me. The lead 
up to the event should have 
been a heady mix of fine tuning, 
putting, pitching, driving and 
grovelling to the wife but before 
I knew it the day had arrived 
and none of the golfing practice 
side of things had materialised 
although several excursions 
with the hoover had fortunately 
appeased the initial misgivings 
of the marital spouse.

Sittingbourne Golf Club was 
fantastic. Almost unbelievably 
green in the current 60 day 
plus drought, Dave Horne had 
presented the course brilliantly 
for the pros and the likes of me to 
enjoy. It goes without saying that 
my golf didn’t live up to expecta-
tions or do the course any justice 
but, I’m pleased to say, our team 
came second overall so thanks 
to my playing partners, Tom 
Smith, Colne Valley, and Andy 
Turbin, of Ernest Doe. Less said 
about our pro the better.

Many thanks to Ernest Doe & 
Sons for the invitation.

Of course, this event should 
have stood me in good stead for 
our latest Kent Greenkeepers’ 
event at Herne Bay Golf Club. 
The latest in our epic annual 
tour of the magnificent county 
in which we are proud to live. 
I have to say that one of the 
abiding memories of going to 
Herne Bay was the welcome we 
received from the golf club. They 
were extremely courteous hosts 
and, obviously with Phil Hirst, 
John Fullager, Steve Ellis and 
Sam Brearly presenting to the 
course to its optimum level, I 
would like to thank them for all 
the efforts they made for us on 
the day. 

The course played deceptively 

difficult despite a fairly innocu-
ous appearance. After opening 
with a good par my round fell 
away rapidly as I (again) got 
caught up enjoying the com-
pany of my group too much to 
worry about the golf. Thanks to 
Barry Bradshaw, Mark Roach 
and Pete Leeves for making 
the round so enjoyable and to 
Steve Vogels, from John Shaw 
Machinery, for bravely winning 
a (hopefully substantial) bet by 
wearing the comedy shorts on 
the day.

 Local knowledge proved to be 
key (not surprising bearing in 
my mind some of the pin posi-
tions) and the results were as 
follows: 1. Phil Hirst 33 pts; 2 
and 3 were the Dynamic Duo 
from North Foreland of Adam 
White and Lee Campany.

Trade prize was won very 
deservedly by Pete Leeves and 
his magic putter.

By the time you lot read this, 
the next event will be only days 
away at the superb venue that 
is King’s Hill Golf Club. We really 
have been very lucky this year 
to play so many great courses 
and I hope as many of you as 
possible will be able to join us on 
September 15 . It goes without 
saying that we need confirma-
tion of numbers a week prior to 
the event so please call me to to 
let me know if you’re coming. 
Guests welcome too. 

Prior to that, I’m off on my 
holidays to Egypt where I’m 
hoping the sun will constantly 
shine while we get the rain we so 
desperately need at home.

Take care one and all
Best of British
Rob Holland
kentgreenkeepers.com
07843 410755     

Surrey 

Monday August 2, was my 
birthday and I can now sing that 
old Beatles song, ‘When I get 
older, losing my hair’ etc. Chris 
Rudkin, my new near neigh-
bour, although still hairy is also 
qualified to sing and remember 
with me that tune, recorded 
many years ago, when 64 to us 
seemed very old indeed. Now 64 
feels comfortable and I feel no 
older than when I started calling 
on you some 20 years ago.

Enough of this reminiscing - I 

should not keep remembering 
the past, but look forward to 
the future and my holiday in 
Guernsey later this month. 
News of this will feature heavily 
in October’s edition.

Epsom GC, managed by our 
new Dad, Mark Harvey, has 
been the scene of two mishaps 
recently. Unable to expedite the 
departure of a visiting Worthing 
representative, (no names of 
course), by conventional means, 
Mark finally persuaded him to 
leave by reversing his pick-up 
into the said representative’s 
new car. An accident, some 
would say, but I have heard 
that it has been contemplated at 
other clubs in Surrey. 

The second mishap was the 
complete demolition of Mark’s 
irrigation water storage tank, 
by forces unknown. Surely the 
damage to a new car and the 
destruction of an old water tank 
in the same month must be a 
complete co-incidence.

Jaws, be afraid and very care-
ful, for Les ‘the fly’ Coombes, 
Windlesham GC, is fly-casting 
the waters of Avington for the 
whopper trout that weighs over 
20lbs. His best so far is 13.5lbs. 
Any trout that Les captures at 
20lbs.or above is not to be fried, 
baked or smoked but will be des-
patched to the taxidermist to be 
stuffed, mounted and then dis-
played in the comfort of Chateau 
Coombes along with Les’ other 
antiquities and objets d’art.

Surrey bandits raided Sussex 
Section at Haywards Heath GC, 
on August 5, and successfully 
picked up second prize in a 
three-man team event. Yours 
truly, Anthony ‘Tel’ Freeman 
and Tony ‘Lars’ Bremer nar-
rowly escaped incarceration and 
flogging before fleeing back to 
their Surrey homeland. Thanks 
to Peter Ray and his team for a 
course that was very enjoyable 
to play and because of some 
recent rain was showing signs 
of the normal green, green grass 
of home.

Addington Palace GC hosted a 
Suppliers’ Day, on July 28, and 
the above team + an old Surrey 
member, Douglas Iolanthie 
Fernie played with all our usual 
endeavour to come nowhere. 
Despite our disappointment, 
we realised that the course, 
although dry, had excellent and 
fast greens, all due no doubt to 
the instructions left by the on 
holiday Course Manager, Ronnie 
Christie.

When Enid Blyton wrote the 

Famous Five books, her charac-
ters didn’t ride powerful motor-
cycles along country roads but 
sailed quietly in boats to secret 
islands and all returned safely 
to their mummies and daddies. 
Unlike them Surrey Section’s 
Infamous Five, Jim, Terry, 
Anthony, John and Paul went 
to see bike racing at Silverstone 
but only three arrived. Terry 
went to hospital, having broken 
his arm and Jim had to go home 
in a recovery vehicle, having 
hit Paul’s bike when Paul had 
stopped to help Terry.

The moral of this story is keep 
your distance and exchange 
your two wheeled conveyance 
for an armour-plated Land 
Rover. It may not be as much 
fun but you will always go home 
safely, like the Famous Five, to 
your mummies and daddies.

My last paragraph is to con-
gratulate Lingfield Park GC, 
Lingfield Park racecourse, Mar-
riott Hotels and sponsors Vines 
BMW on creating an exciting 
venue for an activity holiday 
and week-end break for those 
who enjoy golf, horse racing and 
hotel luxury.

Brian Willmott
 

Essex 

May I firstly on behalf of the 
Essex Section, pass on our con-
dolences to Neil Peachey. Our 
thoughts are with you.

Ian Wood reported on the 
match held earlier in the month 
when the Greenkeepers played 
the Essex Captains, at Romford. 
Unfortunately the Captains won 
the day, beating the Greenkeep-
ers by 16½ to 6½. We lost again! 
That’s at least 10 years – we’ll 
have to arrange more BIGGA 
days to get some practice in!

Winning Captain – Steve 
Range, from Hartswood. Win-
ning Greenkeeper – Stewart 
Rogers from Orsett. Both scored 
a very creditable 41 points.

Ian partnered Ian Denny and 
beat Ian Seymour, Romford Cap-
tain, and Ian Timpson, Essex 
Captain Society Captain, from 
Royal Epping. (A four times “Ian” 
fourball - they had all the jokes.

Craig Campbell, from Rom-
ford, partnered Jon Selwood 
and they beat two Past Romford 
Captains, Steve Baker and 
Brian Baker.

John  
Pemberton 
Chief  
Executive

September already and it is noticeable how the nights are 
beginning to pull in with the start of Autumn just around the 
corner. A depressing thought and with this year’s New Year 
resolutions now a distant memory there is not enough time 
left in 2010 to make up for lost time. I wonder how many of 
you have managed to fulfil your own ambitions in these very 
testing times. 

As you will read in the Chairman’s Column, BIGGA 
attended a meeting at the NEC to discuss the future of trade 
shows in response to pressure from a number of companies. 
There is no doubt that exhibitions in general are not as strong 
as they used to be and both the IOG and ourselves need 
to look at how we can evolve and adapt to suit a changing 
market place. A further meeting has been scheduled and we 
will keep members updated on a regular basis.

The Continue to Learn brochure, that outlines the 
education programme at Harrogate Week, next January, 
will be released at the start of next month and I hope that as 
many of you as possible, take advantage of the opportunities 
on offer. It is equally important that clubs recognise the value 
of Continuing Professional Development and encourage their 
staff to participate in Harrogate Week, in the quest to improve 
the standard of both their own performance, as well as that 
of their team. I am hoping that by working more closely with 
some of the other major bodies in golf that this message can 
be delivered to golf club owners and committees with greater 
conviction, better success and that participation in the event 
will be understood to be a must.

Times are difficult and I don’t think we are anywhere near 
being through the worst of the economic struggle. However, 
I never fail to be amazed at the actions of some clubs. The 
golf course must unquestionably be the club’s most valuable 
asset and yet we so often see greenkeeping staff being the first 
resource that is targeted in a budget cut. More worryingly, 
the victims of cuts are sometimes the Course Manager/Head 
Greenkeeper, mainly because they tend to be the higher paid 
members of staff, and yet it is they who have the greatest 
skills, the very skills needed to give the club that competitive 
edge. 

Perhaps it is time that BIGGA, the GCMA, the Home Unions 
and the PGA got together to create some form of business 
advisory service to ailing clubs. Now there’s a thought!

BIGGA will be exhibiting at SALTEX and a warm welcome 
awaits you on our stand. We will also be pleased to welcome 
non-members and talk to them about the work that we do 
and the benefits of being a member.

BIGGA is working closer and closer with the IOG and so 
please support their event if you can. It is however paramount 
that Harrogate Week 2011 is a success - the success of the 
Association and the success of your future membership 
depends upon it. Many companies are still sat on the fence 
and have not committed to exhibiting because they do not 
feel that the membership is supportive enough of their 
Association’s key event. 

Tell them they are wrong. Prove to them that they are wrong!

John Pemberton
Chief Executive

The Tuckwell Golf Team 
Championship was held at 
Bentley Golf Club; Tuesday, July 
20 a warm day greeted the 26 
three man teams that took part, 
with a greenkeeper and two club 
officials making up the team. 
First place went to Romford Golf 
Club with 57 points for the Texas 
Scramble format. With a tenth of 
the combined. 

Ian Wood’s 25 handicap with 
his team mates 3 & 4 giving a 
combined 32 and with just three 
shots to play with the end result 
was a great score. 

I understand they had three 
eagles in their round. James 
Tuckwell thanked Bentley Golf 
Club and Mark Stopps and 
his team for a fine day and the 
compliments about the courses’ 
condition flowed.

We were very sorry that Neil 
could not be with us on such 
a great day, he was greatly 
missed. Robbie assisted James 
in the running of the day and we 
all enjoyed the fine hospitality 
that we were given. Our thanks 
once more to, P. Tuckwell Ltd 
and Bentley Golf Club.

I spent five very happy days 
up at the Open Golf Champion-
ship’s in St Andrews with the 

BIGGA Open Support team. I 
thoroughly enjoying the expe-
rience, meeting up with old 
friends and learning one or two 
things to boot, the camaraderie 
and friendship is something I 
will never forget, thank you to 
all those that made it such a 
worthwhile trip. What a course! 
If you ever get the opportunity to 
play or walk the course, grab it 
with both hands, it really is the 
true test of golf.

The knockout competition is 
down to the semi-finals stage 
and we will have a new win-
ning team this year, with the 
overall winner’s prize a trip to 
the National Championship, 
sponsored by Kubota and Char-
terhouse.

Next month I will have the 
results of our golf day at Boyce 
Hill Golf Club for you, plus some 
other information from the Sec-
tion.

If you have any news for 
insertion in this section of the 
GI magazine or on our website 
www.essexbigga.co.uk then 
please contact me at essex-
bigga@talktalk.net or on 07764-
862.337.

Arnold Phipps-Jones
Press Officer 
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