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Around The Green
All the latest news from your Section

Section 
Notes

Please email your notes to 

scott@bigga.co.uk 

by the 5th 

of the month

Ted Hopkins LTd /
TracTor Hire LTd

A new series aimed at celebrating the great work 
done by dealerships up and down the countrydeaLer 

of THe 
MonTH

Scottish Region

Ayrshire

Hello there!
I’ve finally landed back on my 

feet after being blown around 
daft at St Andrews.... What 
was all the fuss about? 40 mile 
an hour winds I guess! I could 
hardly stand on my own two 
feet and that was me using the 
bunker rake to hold me up! 

Hats off to the players who 
had to suffer not only the strong 
winds on the Friday but the 
heavy showers of rain that vis-
ited every few hours. Just goes 
to show how well Louis Oost-
huizen actually played over the 
whole week. He even managed 
to smile through every round..... 
I’m going to try that method, see 
if it helps my game. 

Anyway I thoroughly enjoyed 
my involvement in the Open 
Support team. I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank Scott 
MacCallum and Rachael Duffy, 
of BIGGA, for the efforts that 
they both put in, not only during 
the week of The Open but long 
into the night organising us 
greenkeepers to be in certain 
places at certain times. 

Thank you to you both and 
the other BIGGA representa-
tives. Also a big thanks to the 
52 greenkeepers involved, 
spirits were high throughout the 
Championship and a great week 
was had by all! Can’t wait to do it 
all again in the future.

A congratulations is due 
to George Morrison and his 
partner, Maggie, on the arrival of 
their bouncing baby boy, Rory. 
Good wishes to the three of you 
from all in the Section.

Finally, we have a retirement 
in the Section this month, Robin 
McMillan, of Moffat Golf Club. 
Robin has been with Moffat 

since 1974 and has clocked up 
some well earned miles over 
his tenure, Plenty time on your 
hands now, Robin, I personally 
think he won’t be able to stay 
away! Robin handed the reigns 
over to Mike Wilson at the end 
of August. From all of us in the 
Section we wish you well in your 
retirement and good luck to 
Mike on his new appointment.

Remember guys get in touch 
with any news!

‘til next time. 
John Mair    07500874449
johnmair982@hotmail.co.uk

Central

This year’s Autumn outing will 
take place at Downfield GC on 
Thursday Sept 23. Entry forms 
should be with you shortly if you 
don’t already them. We hope for 
a good turnout over what is a 
great course. 

Course Manager, Paul 
Murphy, has indicated that he 
may even cut the greens for this 
special occasion but stopped 
short of a definite promise.

At the Section AGM, which 
is scheduled to be held at 
Elmwood in the last few days in 
October, we will be looking for a 
new Secretary/ Treasurer. 

As you will be aware Andy 
Mellon gave up this position 
when he was elected National 
Vice-Chairman. 

George Pendrich, who stood 
in temporarily has decided that 
his commitments to other mat-
ters means he cannot give it the 
attention the job deserves so any 
keen members out there please 
get in touch with someone on 
the committee. 

Likewise, if there is anything 
a member would like us to con-
sider staging as an educational 
event then please contact us.

Gordon Moir

West

Autumn has arrived and 
here we are preparing to core 
greens and verti-drain a variety 
of surfaces assuming we can 
take the machines around the 
course without sinking, what a 
difference to a couple of months 
ago when nothing would grow 
because of the dry conditions.

I hope all of you have had a 
good season and are looking 
forward to the course alterations 
scheduled with an abundance 
of enthusiasm and new lively 
spring in your step.

Only a couple of items to men-
tion as very little seems to be 
happening, as usual not a soul 
has been on touch, but maybe 
that could change or people are 
just too busy.

The AGM due in October has 
still to be confirmed for the venue 
but will be along similar lines 
to previous years with a couple 
of speakers, some suggestions 
would be good if possible.

The annual dinner in Novem-
ber looks to be back to Victoria’s 
but committee have still to con-
firm this as numbers last year 
were a bit disappointing.

The outing at Helensburgh 
Golf Club on September 2 will be 
reported on in the next issue.

Please remember gents to 
get in touch at stuart.taylor@
glasgowgolfclub.com or on 
0141-942-5554, or on mobile 
07790823914.

Nice to see the Association 
recognised Cecil George for all 
his efforts over the years in rela-
tion to education and service to 
the West Section and before that 
SIGGA. It was a lovely article on 
a dedicated greenkeeper. Best 
wishes from the Section, Cecil.

Last, but not least, I would 
express our sadness at the 
passing of Gordon Howat’s 

mother during the summer. 
Our thoughts are with you at 
this difficult time.

North

I start again with another apol-
ogy, communications or wires 
seemed to be crossed again. I 
sent the notes in again on time 
but it coincided with The Open 
and they seemed to have got lost 
along the way.

Editor’s Note. Please accept 
my apologies for the omission 
of the North Notes for August. 
There was a communication/
administration hiccup at our 
end. S Mac

The Scottish National Tourna-
ment was held back in June at 
Murcar Links. I must admit we 
were blessed with good weather 
on the day. The North Section 
were narrowly beaten by the 
Central Section on the four best 
nett scores. Richard Pirie, from 
Newmachar GC, won his section 
as did Derek Green, from Royal 
Aberdeen. I was lucky enough 
to win the best Nett score of the 
day and therefore collected the 
Friendship Trophy.  I have now 
qualified for the National Cham-
pionship, sponsored by Kubota 
and Charterhouse, down at The 
Berkshire Golf Club just outside 
London, along with David Simp-
son, of Crieff GC, who won the 
scratch competition.

The course on the day was 
in very good condition and that 
is all down to Brian Anderson 
and his staff at Murcar. Did 
you say that I could go down to 
the British, Brian? Murcar was 
immense!

A big thank you on behalf of 
the North Section goes to the 
Scottish Administrator, Peter 
Boyd who had organised the 
whole day, without him the 
event would never have hap-

Location and Size
Newport & Brecon covering Mid, West 

& South Wales, plus Midlands & South 

West England for Club Car.

Employees and size of 
Premises 

24 employees. Newport has a three acre 

site and Brecon has a one acre site.

Number of service vans 
Seven

Brief History of 
Company

Ted Hopkins Ltd is a family run 

business established since 1987 and 

having been involved in the agricultural 

and horticultural machinery business 

since 1954 Ted Hopkins took the 

opportunity in 1987 to start his own 

business specialising in the sales and 

servicing of groundcare machinery from 

a small workshop and parts facility at St. 

Brides Wentloog near Newport. This site 

has grown and now includes six acres 

of grass for testing and demonstrating 

machines.
The business grew in the 90’s and a 

second depot was built on a greenfield 

site at Brecon. Again including storage, 

workshops and a larger retail shop on a 

one acre site.
In 2008 an additional storage building 

was purchased in Brecon as the depot 

expanded. 
In 2008 a new storage and building 

was built in Newport to assemble the 

equipment required for the Ryder Cup in 

2010. 
Over the last five years we have 

expanded our hire fleet of equipment, this 

is mainly utility vehicles and golf buggies 

which are offered on long term contracts 

to customers in Wales, Midlands, through 

to Hampshire and all of the South West.

In 2010 we added two new trucks for 

the transportation of golf buggies for the 

European Tour to cover all major golf 

tournaments. 

Ted Hopkins is still involved in the 

business on a daily basis, he will turn 80 

next February and is supported by his son 

and two grandsons.

Key services offered
Sales, service, parts, long and short 

term spot hire of groundcare equipment 

including tractors up to 120hp on turf 

tyres, and implements and a full range of 

utility vehicles including golf buggies.

How has the dealership 
changed over the years? 

Initially, we started selling horticultural 

machinery locally, from one depot then 

decided to concentrate on the commercial 

groundcare equipment, together with 

utility vehicles and golf buggies from our 

Newport depot.
Realised in the late 90’s we needed to 

concentrate our agricultural business 

in Mid Wales and built a new depot in 

Brecon.
There’s been a demand in the last five 

years for contract hire to include servicing.

What would you like 
to see changed?

 Long term contracts from 
manufacturers - who expect the dealer 

network to invest in training, tooling, parts 

and stock equipment - with buy backs 

built into contracts if the manufacturer 

terminates the franchise agreement. 

How do you work with 
your customers? 

A number of customers work closely 

with us, with their own in house service 

facility carrying out routine servicing with 

our staff carrying out the major repairs.

We operate our own transport which 

includes two 38 tonne tractor units with a 

range of trailers and one 7.5 tonne beaver 

tail lorry for delivery and collections, 

together with a number of 4wd pickup 

trucks with trailers.

Major customers
Celtic Manor; Ryder Cup Wales; 

European Tour.

Franchises
• Amazone; Blec; Bomford; 

Club Car; Dennis; Deutz; Hardi;  

Kawasaki; Kubota; McConnel; 

Merlo; Stihl; Toro;

and many more too numerous to 

mention




