
Chairman’s Word
BIGGA Chairman Paul Worster looks at how both the Association 
and individual greenkeepers can empower and protect themselves 

Much has already been 
written about the recent 
Open Championship and 
recognition rightly given to 
BIGGA volunteers and staff 
who worked so hard – both 
on the course and behind the 
scenes. It was my first time 
at St Andrews and what a 
memorable experience. I am 
pleased to add my personal 
thanks to everyone on the 
Team which once again helped 
raise BIGGA’s profile.

Great life in greenkeeping

My favorite moment was intro-
ducing Cecil George’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award during Friday 
lunchtime in the BIGGA marquee.

It was fantastic that so many 
of Cecil’s old friends as well as so 
many of our younger people took 
time out to be there. It was a power-
ful combination of ‘old-guard’ and  
‘young-guns’ - all with a single 
purpose – to celebrate Cecil’s great 
life in greenkeeping. I don’t know 
Cecil very well so I brought in two 
who did – Elliott Small and Walter 
Woods. 

In a witty aside, Cecil upon being 
informed that it was Walter who 
would be making the presentation 
was heard to mutter “Och, it’ll be 
nice to actually get something out of 
the old so-and-so for a change!” 

Joking aside - as Elliott was listing 
Cecil’s many achievements, it struck 
me just how much one person on 
his own managed to achieve when 
he put his mind to it. It follows that 
if we ALL put our minds to it – just 
how much we can achieve together. 
This after all is the purpose of a trade 
association like BIGGA, and is why 
I closed the presentation ceremony 
by saying “I want us all to take a long 
hard look at what we do, and what 
we are”.  Because by doing this, by 
involving ourselves at all levels – we 
can empower ourselves.

I had some busy meetings, 
including the GEO and the R&A Golf 
Course Committee. Both have on-
line systems for interactive recording 

and benchmarking against goals, 
leading to significant golf course 
improvements, and both appeal 
directly for BIGGA’s assistance to 
increase greenkeeper involvement 
in their fine work..  

The greenkeeper will provide 
the key information these 
organisations need

Clearly both organisations need 
the active support of greenkeepers. 
Both want to bring real and sustain-
able improvements to golf courses. 
This can only be really successful if 
UK greenkeepers take the lead. We 
can start by registering with both 
the GEO and the R & A via their 
websites. 

www.golfenvironment.org/
certification 

www.bestcourseforgolf.org/
club/register.html  

May I urge you to take a few min-
utes to register your club on both 
of these sites? By registering and 
participating, the UK greenkeeper 
will provide the key information 
these organisations need to help 
us move the industry forward. As 
Greenkeepers, by taking the lead, 
we can far better directly influence 
any number of key issues. 

By doing so we will not only 
enhance our individual standing but 
that of the greenkeeping profession 
as a whole. 

It is this type of activity, this profes-
sionalism that will one day ensure 
all greenkeepers will be seen by their 
employers as the people who make 
a real and positive contribution to 
enhancing the golfing experience.

In this we emulate Cecil’s example 
– he was a lone influence on the edu-
cation system, and with singular 
resolve hammered out the deals that 
put UK Greenkeeper Training on the 
map. This was achieved by a single 
person. This is empowerment.

Support Your Trade Show

May I close by bringing an indus-
try situation to your attention. It is 
that of trade shows - specifically IOG 
SALTEX and BTME. Recently, IOG 
and BIGGA attended a meeting at 

My personal thanks the NEC with trades-people (some 
of our exhibitors and sponsors) 
and representatives of Pitchcare, 
independently chaired by Roger 
Lane-Nott, CEO of the Agricultural 
Engineers Association (AEA). The 
purpose was to discuss the future 
of SALTEX and BTME. You may be 
aware that trade shows in general 
are facing hard times – take the 
Royal Show and the Smith field 
Show - both industry institutions in 
their heyday, but both now vanished 
without trace. 

We will protect and enhance 
everything that BIGGA members 
want from their Association

It was decided that both BIGGA 
and the IOG would be represented 
on a Steering Group, which, in 
conjunction with Pitchcare and the 
AEA, would look at the future direc-
tion of both shows, and to adopt 
an objective and business-oriented 
approach to them. 

BIGGA participates in this Steer-
ing Group because it is far better 
to take part in essential, if difficult, 
discussions than to avoid them. We 
will absolutely protect and enhance 
everything that BIGGA members 
want from their Association by 
forging closer links with others such 
as the IOG or the AEA if this will 
help us to advance the interests of 
greenkeepers. 

I need hardly remind you how 
attending BTME can help you in 
advancing your career; networking 
with like-minded professionals, 
sharing knowledge and experience, 
as well as improving your knowledge 
through extensive educational semi-
nars. You can update yourself on 
the products, services and develop-
ments within the industry, by meet-
ing with the suppliers who choose 
to exhibit. By exhibiting the trade 
provides valuable, vital and hugely 
appreciated support to BIGGA, and 
I would encourage you to support 
the companies that support you in 
this way.

I would urge you all to ensure that 
you make full use of this event. 

This brings me back to the need 
for us all to take every opportunity 
to empower ourselves and advance 
this great profession.
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the Golf management 
competitions for the 
South West and South 
Wales region have 
taken place over the 
summer months and 
the support of the  
Scotts company who 
has sponsored these 
events for many years 
is greatly appreciated 
by the BIGGA South 
West and South Wales 
region.

Along with individual 
prizes for the members 
of the first, second and 
third placed teams 
the winning teams in 
each section received 
an Accupro 2000 
Spreader from the 
Scotts company.  

this year the 
South West Section 
event was held at 
Marlborough GC 
and was won by the 
Chipping Sodbury GC 
team with 86 points, 
in second place was 
Saltford Gc with 81 
points and third place 
was chippenham Gc 
with 78 points.  the 
South Wales Section 
event was held at 
morriston Gc and was 
won on count back by 
the home club team 
with 80 points, runners 
up were llanwern Gc 
with 80 points and third 
was haverfordwest 
Gc with 78 points.  the 
South coast Section 
event was held at 
Barton-on-Sea Gc 
and was again won by 
the home club team 
on count back with 90 
points and in second 
place was test Valley 
GC with 90 points and 
third was Southwood 
Gc with 87 points.  

the days were 
enjoyed by all 
participants and the 
region would also like 
to thank the host clubs 
for their support.

Jane Jones
South West and 

South Wales RA

Sports Turf Student Prizes for The Four Degrees
Myerscough College held their 
presentation of awards ceremonies 
over two days in July. The ceremo-
nies saw many students presented 
with outstanding achievement 
awards, rewarding their efforts 
over the duration of the course. 
This year saw eight Sportsturf 
students given awards as the top 
students on their courses.

Paul Cook, from Woking, won 
the Martyn Jones Award First Prize 
for his work on the BSc (Hons) 
in Sportsturf and Golf Course 

Management Degree. For the FdSc 
Sportsturf Degree; David Golding, 
from Southport, won the Ernest 
Jones Award First Prize; Robert 
Clare, from Clitheroe, won the 
Ransomes Jacobsen Turfmech 
Cup, and Peter Leach, from Exeter, 
won the Barenburg Turf Award  
for the FdSc Sportsturf Degree 
Online. 

At Further Education Level, 
Neil Kellington, from Levens, 
Cumbria, and Gary McCluskey, 
from Liverpool, won the Rufford 

Top Dress Cup and Ransomes 
Jacobsen Turf Machinery Practical 
Award respectively for the National 
Diploma in Sportsturf. For the 
First Diploma in Sportsturf, 
Stephen McGrath, from Lancaster, 
won the IOG Cup, while Mark 
Willis, from Blackpool, won the 
Toro Turf Machinery Practical 
Award.

 The group picture shows the 
four Degree students (from let to 
right), Peter Leach, Paul Cook, 
Robert Clare and David Golding. 

Turfmech Machinery has acquired 
the design, manufacturing 
and marketing rights to the 
three-point linkage kits developed 
originally by Scottish company, 
3PointPower Ltd, for fitting to 
rear of the Toro Workman HD 
and John Deere ProGator work 
vehicles. 

The acquisition includes also 
the company’s PTO kit for the JD 
ProGator.

Turfmech’s Managing Director, 
Austin Jarrett, explained that 
the agreement encompassed 
the entire stock, trade, brands 
and intellectual property rights 
formerly owned by 3PointPower 
Ltd and its founder and owner, 
Shaun Reilly. 

Turfmech plans to sell boxed 
kits world-wide via its website and 
its sales team as well as through 
John Deere and Toro dealers. 

tUrFMeCH GetS HItCHeD

Thanks, 
Scotts




