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Central

Congratulation to Section Vice 
Chairman, Derek Robson, and 
his wife on the birth of their son 
Sam who came into the world 
weighing a massive 9lb 1oz. This 
might have been in last month’s 
report but Sam didn’t realise 
there was a deadline to meet!

We had a great turnout for 
the seminar on September 
1 to hear Stan Zontek, John 
Kaminski and Peter Dernoeden 
talk about the different types 
of winter damage of turfgrass 
they have encountered. There 
were between 40 and 50 people 
packed into the room and it was 
great to see the different age 
groups there from students and 
greenkeepers just starting out 
in their career to people such as 
Walter Woods and John Philp 
who have reached the very top of 
the profession.

By the time you read this the 
autumn outing will have been 
played and the winning scores 
will be on the website www.
biggacentralsection.org.uk and 
I’ll include them in the next 
report. Finally, a reminder that 
the Section AGM will be held on 
Wednesday, October 13, in the 
training room at Elmwood Golf 
Facility at 1pm

Gordon Moir
 

northern Region

northern

Hello everyone. Hope you 
are all well, as I sit here writing 
this article. Nice to see the sun 
after all the recent rain. On Aug 
25 we held our invitation day 
at Harrogate GC. Our thanks 
go to everyone at Harrogate for 
their hospitality and courtesy of 
the course. We would also like 
to thank Tony and his team for 
presenting a superb course, a 
credit to them all. The winners 
on the day were R. Walker and H. 
Lampkin with 43pts on a back 9 
countback; 2nd J. Dobson and 
N. Ormonroyd; 3rd S. Rothwell 

and P. Saxon. Nearest the Pin 
3rd P. Saxon and on the 12th 
J. Burnside. Thanks to all our 
winners and everyone for taking 
part. Thanks also to Mike Brear 
and Rigby Taylor for their spon-
sorship.

After the golf presentations 
we had a couple of mementos 
to present to two long serving 
greenkeepers,  Keith Gray, who 
recently retired from Driffield 
GC, and Tony Baxby, who is to 
retire shortly from Harrogate 
GC. We wish them both a long 
and happy retirement and 
hope to see them on future golf 
events. 

Just a couple of quick ones. 
After being provided with a 
map it was nice to know Alan 
and Joe Baxter found their way 
out of Scarborough.  It was also 
rumoured that Roy Armitage 
was going to join us at Harro-
gate for coffee and a chat, but 
was last seen wandering round 
Knarsborough GC. (Hope we 
soon get some younger mem-
bers?).  As usual any news or 
gossip please contact me Frank 
Stewart, 72 West Park Grove, 
Roundhay, Leeds, LS8 2DY.  
Mob. 07947401278.  email 
frankstewart3@hotmail.co.uk.      

Frank Stewart       

north west

Firstly, let me apologise for 
not contributing notes for the 
last couple of Greenkeeper 
Internationals, sick relatives 
miles away and having very little 
to comment on have been the 
concerning factors. Having said 
that I still have nothing new to 
say.

The summer has now come to 
an end and most of us will have 
or are currently completing the 
autumnal renovation work, the 
turf is being laid and the con-
cerns of last year’s weather is at 
the forefront of my mind. I have 
always been one to ensure every 
piece of turf is laid by the end 
of the year, however, last year 
we finished turfing in February/
March due to the snow, this was 
followed by the driest spring in 
my memory causing cracking 
and very poor looking turf. 
Having said that “What doesn’t 
kill me makes me stronger”.

At Hesketh over the past 

weekend, we have just held a 
dance for the members, not only 
did we have a clean shed at the 
end, but also had 115 people 
raising over £3000 for cancer 
charities. Give it a try, it’s great 
fun, by the way we called it “The 
Shindig in the Shed”.

So there you have it. I told you 
I had nothing to report, before 
next months notes, I’m going to 
go on a tour to find interesting 
things to write about, as always 
please contact me with any info,

Cheers
Peter McVicar
pdmv@hotmail.co.uk
07885347818

north East

Is it that tIme again already 
the 5th of the month Section 
news is now due got to get in 
touch with the editor pretty 
damn quick as will miss the 
deadline. Again nothing coming 
in so I have to rely on news from 
other sources.

Well I got a very interesting 
phone call from David Golding 
of the GTC informIng me that, 
as from September, Newcastle 
College has now been confirmed 
as an Approved Quality Assur-
ance Centre, so if you have any 
staff who need to go to college 
get them enrolled you cannot be 
any more central than that. It’s 
been a long time coming, Info 
can be accessed from either 
Wayne Reid or Tony Milan on 
Tel: 01922004704.

Next on my list is that myself, 
Jordan Gibson and Russ Black 
will hopefully retain the White-
moss Shield in the Inter-Section 
tournament on September 22, 
at Llangollen GC. This is now in 
it’s third year. Finally, congratu-
lations to Jordan Gibson and 
his wife on their new addition to 
the family - I believe a baby girl.

Jimmy Richardson

north wales

Autumn is well and truly kick-
ing in now, with the leaves losing 
their grip on the trees, colder 

nights and much shorter days. 
But do we moan? Of course 
we do! We do what we do best, 
whinge our arses off about the 
“autumn blues” then, just get 
on with our work as always. The 
true mark of a decent Green-
keeper, no matter what the time 
of year or how low that makes 
us feel, is that the course comes 
first.

We held two golfing events 
last month, the Northern region 
day was held at The Vale of 
Llangollen Golf Club and the 
autumn tournament was held 
at Mold Golf Club. A full write 
up on both events will appear 
in next month’s column, if you 
can’t wait pictures will be open 
to see on the North Wales BIGGA 
group on Facebook. The Christ-
mas tournament isn’t that far 

away and with it being held 
on the east of the Section at Mile 
End Golf Club, you can guaran-
tee it will be heavily booked, so 
get your entry forms in early!

In local news, I’m sure you’ll 
join in sending our sympathies 
to Andy “Acorn” Cornes and 
his family after his mother died 
recently after illness, and it is 
with regret that I have to inform 
you of the death of Graham Hall, 
who died peacefully at home 
in August after a long illness. 
Graham retired approximately 
three years ago from Bathgate 
Silica Sand after completing 
18 years service. He was well 
known in the foundry and 
leisure industry. Our sympathy 
goes to his partner Etty, daugh-
ter Alison and son’s Steven and 
Andrew. I hope the Section 
joins in sending a get well soon 
message to Peter Larter, who is 
convalescing after an operation 
on his shoulder.

I think that’s enough for 
now so, all the best until next 
month.

Pete Maybury
E-mail, petemayb66@aol.com 

or mobile 07756001187 

Sheffield

Hello once again fellow Green-
keepers and Groundsmen.

We have once again reached 
the end of another playing season 
and we now have the time reflect 
on the season that has passed. 
It has once again been a difficult 

year for many golf clubs which 
results in a very difficult year 
for the workers. 

Once again though I believe 
after speaking to various people 
that we have again excelled 
ourselves and provided courses 
throughout the Region that 
we all should be proud of. It is 
credit to us all that through this 
difficult period we have contin-
ued to provide such service and 
hopefully we will come through 
this period soon.

Congratulations to everyone 
who played in the Annual 
Northern vs. Sheffield golf 
match, by all accounts we 
played really well on the day 
and came away with a credit-
able tie. Thanks once again 
to Mike and Rigby Taylor for 
organising these days for us.

I would also like to thank 
everyone who attended our 
Autumn competition at Silk-
stone G.C. I hope everyone 
enjoyed the day and the results 
will be in next month’s maga-
zine.

T-shirt sales have continued 
to be very successful and 
another order has been made, if 
anyone else is interested please 
contact me on the number 
below.

Throughout September we 
have been busy organising our 
winter lecture programme and 
will hopefully be able to inform 
you all shortly with a full list of 
events. As I have said before 
though if anyone out there has 
any ideas on what they would 
like to see or happen at these 
events then please let anyone 
on the Committee know.

And finally.... Hillsborough 
GC recently held a golf day 
in aid of the Help the Heroes 
charity. £6500 was raised on 
the day which is a fantastic 
effort. Ian would like to thank 
Mike Brear, Glenn Sawyer and 
Simon Hardcastle for their 
efforts in organising the day.

Also a big well done to Tom 
Strong from Hillsborough in 
passing his Level 2. The only 
way is up now Tom.

Thanks for listening and see 
you next month

James Stevens
07738719614 

Midland Region       

East Midland

Hello all, with everyone being 
heads down and working hard 
the last month has been quiet; 
however there is a sprinkling of 
news to catch up on. 

First some good news from 
Forest Hill GC, where long serv-
ing mechanic, Mick Gough, 
is making good progress and 
recovering well at home from 
his recent heart attack. 

On another footing and again 
based around Forest Hill, Greg 
Skinner and I have decided that 
the only way to settle who was 
at fault for our whipping boy 
status in the Headland Pairs 
competition, will be a “Putt 
Out” over 9 holes at our next 
committee meeting at Birstall 
GC. News on  the result in the 
next issue!

Seamlessly linking into 
Headland Pairs news, the semi 
finalists are now known and 
are as follows, Northern Sec-
tion, P. Frith and N. Colley v 
P. Sands and M. Bunney, and 
Southern Section,  F. Kempster 
and A. Porter v I. Hurst & P. 
Kendal. Hopefully, in the next 
issue, I will be able to report on 
the outcome of these matches 
and the final.

By the time you are reading 
this update we will be due to 
play our Autumn Tournament 
and afterwards hold our AGM, 
this will be at Hinckley Golf 
Club on Wednesday October 
20, the last two events have 
been very well attended with 
numbers over 40 at each event, 
and more encouragingly lots 
of new faces. These golf days 
are a great chance to meet and 
socialise with colleagues and 
should be an important part 
of your diary, regardless of 
golfing ability. The cost for the 
day is £17 to all greens keep-
ers and £25 to trade, 3 course 
evening meal included and lots 
of prizes. All entries to Andy De 
Wet, by October 13 please.   

On a final note, I have always 
liked October, as normally it’s 
a chance to finally ease off the 
cutting work, I hope everybody 
reading this has had a good 
season, as the grass slows 

and memories of Autumn 
maintenance fade, we now 
look forward to winter and the 
projects we have planned, lets 
just hope the weather treats us 
kindly!

Anybody with any news 
please contact me @ pds1@
btinternet.com,

Pete Smith

Midland

Well here we all are in the 
hopefully lovely month of 
October, if the weather is fine. 
Nice and cool at night and 
lovely sunny afternoons with 
the beautiful colours and light 
that this month gives us. And 
those who are screaming, 
“What about all those ****ing 
leaves?” They come every year, 
you should be geared up for 
them with the right machinery. 
With such in mind the Section 
would like to thank our long 
serving sponsors ALS. for this 
month’s calendar page. Please 
consider them for your leaf 
collection needs and other turf 
grass machinery requirements, 
either; Tel: 01952 641 949. 
or visit their Website: www.
amenity.co.uk <http://www.
amenity.co.uk/> .

Well I must apologise for this 
rather short notation for this 
month, but as requested in 
August’s edition for information 
etc... I have, to date, received 
diddly. Nothing new there then 
folks. Those that would com-
plain regarding such a lack are 
either those that have, or those 
that have not. My respects and 
thanks to those that in the past 
have!

Looking forward to future 
information,

Sean McDade.

East of England

Hello all.
That’s it, summer’s over, 

Autumn greens renovation 
work done and greens put to 
bed for Winter. A summer of 
long hot spells coupled with 

1. How long have you been 
greenkeeping? Three years

2. what was it about the career 
that attracted you? Always 
wanted to work outside and the 
hours are great

3. If you weren’t a greenkeeper 
what do you think you’d be?
I would have loved to have been 
a pro golfer but I don’t play so 
much now.

4. which task do you most 
enjoy doing and why? 
Cutting fairways. I just love to 
criss cross them and make them 
look good.

5. which task do you least 
enjoy doing and why? 
Stone picking bunkers. It’s just 
boring and very tedious.

6. what one thing - other than 
a pay rise - would improve the 
greenkeepers’ lot? 
There should be competitions 
once a year for us greenkeepers 
and people play, knowing that 
they are saying thanks for our 
work

7. Hobbies? 
Golf, socialising and taking the 
dog for a walk

8. Favourite Band? 
Blink 182 and Kings of Leon

9. which team do you support 
(football or otherwise)? 
I’m boring when it comes to 
sports and don’t support anyone.

10. what is your claim to 
fame? 
I used to be in my local paper a 
lot for breaking course records or 
holes-in-one. Or just winning big 
golf events

assistant 
Profile
Our monthly look into the life 
of an assistant greenkeeper...

name: David 
Patrick
age: 23
Club: 
Marlborough GC
position: 
Assistant 
Greenkeeper
nickname: Dave




