
Details of your Section’s forthcoming 
events in 2010 can be found here...

Diary of Events

Date Event Venue Contact

NOVEMBER

Tuesday November 
2nd 

East Scotland Section 
AGM

Kingsfield Golf Centre Stuart Ferguson at stuferg@btinternet.com or 
mobile 07961 630553

Wednesday 3rd – 
Thursday 4th

IoG Scotsturf Royal Highland Centre, 
Edinburgh

http://www.scotsturf.com/ 

Wednesday November 
3rd

BB&O Autumn Section 
Event

Deanwood Park Golf 
Club

Adam King at ajk@radley.org.uk or 01235 543119 
or mobile: 07778 569158

Wednesday November 
3rd 

South East Regional 
Conference

Plumpton College Clive Osgood at cliveosgood@yahoo.co.uk  
or 01737 819343

Thursday November 
4th 

Devon & Cornwall Section 
Toro Cup

Porthpean Golf Club George Pitts at gpitts.yelverton@googlemail.com or 
07929 754401

Wednesday November 
10th 

IOG West Yorkshire/Leeds 
Branch Event

Cleckheaton Sports 
Centre

Rod Heyhoe at rodheyhoe@talktalk.net or mobile 
07748 653639

Monday 15th 
November

Tournament Turf 
Workshops 

Fire – Elmwood Golf 
Club Training Facility

Presented by Bernhard & Syngenta. Contact 
Catherine McEwan (Bernhard & Co) 01788 811600 
or email Catherine.mcewan@bernhard.co.uk 

Tuesday 16th  
November

Tournament Turf 
Workshops 

Manchester – Marriot 
Worsley Park Golf Club

Presented by Bernhard & Syngenta. Contact 
Catherine McEwan (Bernhard & Co) 01788 811600 
or email Catherine.mcewan@bernhard.co.uk 

Wednesday 17th 
November

Tournament Turf 
Workshops 

Bedfordshire – Luton 
Hoo Golf and Hotel

Presented by Bernhard & Syngenta. Contact 
Catherine McEwan (Bernhard & Co) 01788 811600 
or email Catherine.mcewan@bernhard.co.uk 

Thursday 18th 
November

Tournament Turf 
Workshops 

West Midlands – Robin 
Hood Gol Club

Presented by Bernhard & Syngenta. Contact 
Catherine McEwan (Bernhard & Co) 01788 811600 
or email Catherine.mcewan@bernhard.co.uk 

Friday 19th November Tournament Turf 
Workshops 

Kent – Wildernesse Golf 
Club

Presented by Bernhard & Syngenta. Contact 
Catherine McEwan (Bernhard & Co) 01788 811600 
or email Catherine.mcewan@bernhard.co.uk 

Friday November 19th South West and South 
Wales Regional Conference

Cannington Centre for 
Landbased Studies

Jane Jones at janejones1@btconnect.com or mobile 
07841 948110

Monday November 
29th

Sheffield Section Event Lindrick Golf Club James Stevens at jimmy_jams20@hotmail.com or 
07738 719614

DECEMBER

Wednesday December 
1st 

North Wales Section Event 
and AGM

Mile End Golf Club Jeremy Hughes at jezpro69@aol.com or 07876 
776265

Thursday December 
2nd

North West Section AGM & 
Bert Cross Trophy

Wilmslow Golf Club Phil Dewhurst on mobile: 07768 180604

Tuesday December 
7th 

Surrey Section AGM Guildford Golf Club Ron Christie at lazyassron@btopenworld.com or 
07778 170077

Thursday December 
9th 

East Midlands Section 
Christmas Tournament

Cotgrave Place Golf and 
Country Club

Andrew de Wet at biggaeastmidlands@hotmail.com 
or 07730 713895

Wednesday December 
15th 

East Anglia Section Event Thorpeness Golf Club Ian Willett at info@thorpeness.co.uk or 07929 
205398

Wednesday 15th 
December

Mid Anglia Section Event Ashridge Golf Club Gerald Bruce at Gerald@berkhamstedgc.co.uk or 
07774 921606

Thursday December 
16th 

East of England Section 
Event

Sleaford Golf Club Bruce Hicks at brucehicks1@gmail.com or 07931 
569158
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didn’t it ever rain on that Friday. 
I wish I could have gone myself 
- second thoughts I think I had 
a pretty great seat in my living 
room, and more importantly I 
was one of the dry ones! Picture 
this - Super Sunday, Chelsea 
v Arsenal and the Ryder Cup, 
using the split screen feature 
with sky Sports, arm chair 
reclined feet up, this really is a 
happy day in my house. With 
all the Singles having to go out 
on the Monday, and the score 
set the way it was, it really did 
having the makings of a great 
finish on it. Great job done by 
Monty and his team, but we all 
know who the real winning was. 
All the staff involved in preparing 
the course, and that’s a fact!

After the impressive 6-0 vic-
tory Wayne’s team had against 
the Welsh Section, the pressure 
was against him to take on the 
South Coast Section and come 
away with a similar result. This is 
when I was drafted into the team 
(he really was under pressure 
now.......). The Section travelled 
to Sherborne GC. For many 
of us this was a fair distance, 
a great credit to each one of us 
for making the time and effort! 
Back to the golf, South Coast 
were pretty fired up this year, 
having not won this match for 
a number of years. The course 
looked FANTASTIC, I felt I could 
have been Celtic Manor itself, 
and the views the course had 
to offer, well let’s just say it was 
a very enjoyable walk (winning 
5&4 helped a little mind you). 
The day got even better with an 
overall victory 4-1 - not a white 
wash this time, but still rather 
impressive. Wayne “Montgom-
erie” Vincent has done it again, 
another unbeaten year. Guys, 
next year please offer your 
services to join in and play in a 
section match. It can be very dif-
ficult to find a team and not only 
that time consuming ringing 
around everyone, in 2011 pick 
up the phone and say “Wayne, 
I’ll play for you this time”.

Guys, we have dates that you 
might be interested in, Chainsaw 
course – 3-4 and 17-18, both in 
November. This is for four people 
to attend each. A brush cutting 
course is also available, a date 
will follow for this. Please contact 
myself to get yourself booked in. 
If you have anything else that 
you would like to do please get in 
contact and we can help arrange 
this, also funding could also be 
made possible.  

Speak to you all soon, remem-
ber people your stories would 
also be welcome.

Adam Matthews
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.

co.uk
07732503855 
 

South Wales

Hi everyone! Sut Mae?
 Wales, it is said, has over 600 

castles, a legacy of when the Nor-
mans who, having beaten the 
English in one day in 1066, took 
a further 200 years to subdue 
the Welsh. These castles are 
now tourist attractions. Many lie 
in ruins, just like the intentions 
of those who did not want Wales 
to host the 2010 Ryder Cup. 

Given the history of our proud 
nation, did they really think that 
we would not succeed? 

The Celtic Manor literally 
moved mountains to host the 
event, and when the predicted 
bad weather turned up on the 
Friday and Sunday and was 
even worse than expected, the 
Green staff at The Celtic Manor, 
aided by over 70 volunteers 
from our Section, the South 
West, Devon and Cornwall and 
further afield, worked tirelessly 
to ensure that the competition 
was the complete success that it 
turned out to be. 

Starting work at 5am and 
working 15 hour shifts, the 
Green staff worked extremely 
hard to remove surface water 
from the greens, draining, re dis-
tributing sand and re raking wet 
bunkers and spreading wood 
chip on spectator pathways.

Even this monumental effort 
though, could not stop the 
competition from moving into 
an unprecedented fourth day. 
But what a day! 

Wonderful sunshine that set 
off the spectacular views of the 
Usk Valley and then a tremen-
dous, nail biting finale, where 
Team Europe finally emerged 
victorious.

It is now the day after the 
event. I bought both the Daily 
Mirror and The Western Mail to 
see what take the press had on 
the event. There was no men-
tion of the rain, only delight in 
the victory and praise for the 
Green staff and the course, 
both from the Europeans and 

the Americans. In particular it 
was reported that Director Of 
Golf, Jim McKenzie hardly slept 
that weekend. I think it was for 
longer than that even!

Three things caught my eye 
in the Western Mail: Hero of 
the week: Course Director Jim 
McKenzie and his army of 110 
Greenkeepers for saving the 
entire event. 

Villain of the week: The US 
Tour for staging the Fed EX 
Cup the previous weekend, 
forcing this to be the latest ever 
Ryder Cup (Wales was bathed 
in sunshine on that weekend!) 
And finally Photo of the Week: 
Tiger Woods apparently eyeing 
up Katherine Jenkins on stage 
at the opening ceremony. You’ll 
have to fight me for her, Tiger!

Anyway, a big “Well Done” to 
you Jim and your staff on behalf 
of the Section for producing a 
spectacular golf course under 
such difficult conditions and 
also could you thank Sir Terry 
Matthews on behalf of the 
Section for coming back to his  
birth place and making it all 
possible!

Also thank you to Steve 
Chappell, Section Secretary, 
for organising the small fleet of 

caravans that were used as tem-
porary accommodation for the 
volunteers over the weekend. A 
tremendous effort

Oh! I nearly forgot! Well done 
to Colin Montgomerie and his 
team for a stunning victory!

 I know that I started this 
column with some patriotic 
comments, but that’s the way I 
feel today. 

Proud to be Welsh, proud of 
my friends in the Section for 
all their hard work and proud 
to have been a greenkeeper 
myself. 

I tried to contact some of the 
guys today but many were in 
bed, unable to move! I am sure 
that when they recover they 
will look back with pride on an 
experience that they will never 
forget.

If you were a volunteer at the 
2010 Ryder Cup and wish to 
relay your (printable) experiences 
via this column then feel free to 
contact me on the number and 
e mail address below and I will 
add it to next month’s Around 
The Green.

Regards
Ceri Richards
07831 168645
celticceri@aol.com

BE SEEn BY 
oVEr 6000 
BIGGA
MEMBErS

ADVErtISE HErE

Contact Jill or Kirstin 
on 01347 833800


