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   An 
environmental 
           haven

Scott MacCallum travelled 
to the north west coast to 
meet a man who is seeing 
some real rewards for his 
hard work

Fairhaven Golf Club, in 
Lytham St Annes, is one of the 
fi nest tests of golf in an area 
which is renowned for quality 
courses. With its unusual tree 
lined but links characteristics 
it is very much one of a kind, 
but nowadays it is forging 
an equally strong reputation 
for its environmental 
stewardship.

Peter Simpson is Course Manager 
but credit for much of the work that 
has been carried out on encourag-
ing ecology on the course must go to 
his Assistant and Eco Co-ordinator, 
James Hutchinson, whose infec-
tious enthusiasm has galvanised 
the entire club and seen him named 
as the Conservation Greenkeeper of 
the Year, as well as him closing in 
on a Sports Turf Science Degree, at 
Myerscough College.

But it was not always so and while 
James was always a conscientious 
and dedicated worker, he didn’t 

begin to move forward profession-
ally until about fi ve years ago, ironi-
cally, when the club fi rst entered 
the Golf Environment competition.

“Peter knew I was interested in 
the environment and asked me 
to go round the course with Bob 
Taylor and Kelly Harman, of the 
STRI, as they assessed the course,” 
recalled James.

“I spent a couple of days with 
them but was embarrassed that 
when they asked me questions I 
didn’t know any of the answers. I 
felt completely out of my depth.

“I decided there and then that if 
I wanted to progress in greenkeep-
ing, and ultimately get a course of 
my own, I’d have to do something 
about it.”

That was very much the catalyst 
and to say that James has upped 
his game since would be very much 
an understatement and the work 
that has been done on the course 
– mostly in spare time after the 

essential course management work 
has been carry out – is quite awe 
inspiring.

“Basically I started to improve 
my knowledge base by keeping in 
touch with the guys at the STRI and 

           haven
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