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Around The Green
the course presentation was very 
impressive. Oliver’s had ‘Hole in 
One’ prizes including Workman’s 
and holidays. Unfortunately no 
one managed to hole a shot this 
time! 

The prize winners on the day 
were: 1. Dave Jones, the Deputy 
Head from Finchley GC, who 
shot an impressive 37 pts off one! 
David won many prizes includ-
ing the Oliver’s Trophy. 2. Dylan 
Rennick, from Northwood G.C, 
with 35 pts, who just beat 3. Ian 
Cresswick, from Stanmore GC, 
on countback. Great golf played 
by all of them and now the three 
of them will go onto play at The 
Berkshire in the National final. 
The winner of Best Trade went to 
Simon Banks who shot 35 points, 
which explains why he never 
answers his phone because he 
must be playing golf! The Longest 
Drive was won by David Badham 
and the two Nearest the Pins, one 
sponsored by Greg Evans, were 
won by Jon Selwood and Mick 
Fance, I would like to thank Greg 
and his team for a great day and 
everyone at Ealing Golf Club. 
Everyone really enjoyed the day.

Here is a reminder of fixtures 
coming up in the Section. 2010 
Fixtures. The Summer Tourna-
ment will be held on July 21 at 
Muswell Hill Golf Club. We will 
have a BBQ after the golf with 
golf dress welcome all day, so no 
need for your shirt and tie. Also 
the club’s Brewery is going to be 
supplying a bar on the course, 
plus Sherriff Amenity will also be 
there with another halfway hut. 
Form should be in the post when 
you read this!

The Turkey Trot will be held 
at Wyke Green Golf Club on 
December 2. This will be another 
great day in the calendar.  

Please if you have any ques-
tions or suggestions on the Sec-
tion please contact us. 

You can call or use the web site 
www.biggalondonsection.co.uk.

Matt Plested
07818410333

Surrey 

The sun is up, the sky is blue
There’s not a cloud to spoil the 

view
Some words from the Buddy 

Holly hit song of the 60s and it 
cleverly contained the long-range 
forecast for June and the start of 

July in the south-east of England 
in 2010. But do not concern 
yourselves, oh noble Surrey 
greenkeepers, for as soon as the 
schools break up at the end of the 
month the torrents of rain will fall 
and England will once again be a 
green and pleasant land. 

Tuesday June 15, the date of 
the Cresta Cup at Terry Edwards’ 
Hoebridge GC. A beautiful day 
with beautiful people….and Jim 
Russell. Terry deserves all credit 
for the excellent condition of the 
course which has to cope with 
some 60,000 rounds per year. 
Andy Gatland, Betchworth Park 
GC, coped well and won the 
aforementioned cup with 39 pts. 
Gary Rowe, Banstead Downs 
GC, with 36 pts pushed Ron 
Christie, our very own highly 
efficient Secretary, 34 pts, into 
third place. Jason Hunt, fresh 
from his honeymoon, was Near-
est the Pin and Mark Harvey, 
fresh from the sleeping habits of 
his new baby, drove the longest. 
The ‘Toro’ footballs found new 
homes with Andy Foulds and 
Terry Edwards.

My partnership in the Surrey 
Bowl this year was eagerly 
accepted by John Ross and as 
our first round opponents were 
Terry Edwards and Jim Russell, 
we played both ‘Cresta Cup’ and 
‘Surrey Bowl’ in one match. John 
and I lost but only after having 
an enjoyable round of golf and 
watching John pursue his 
unusual and absorbing interest 
in sand, by visiting most of the 
bunkers on the way.

Congratulations to Ian Mor-
rison who has been appointed 
Course Manager at the Berkshire 
GC and the best of luck to his 
successor, whoever that may be 
at West Hill GC. Congratulations 
also to Roger Tydeman who will 
be leaving Croham Hurst GC to 
fill his new post as Course Man-
ager, at Dulwich and Sydenham 
Hill GC, later this year.

Amusing stories and observa-
tions will always be welcome but 
not necessarily printed.

Brian Willmott

Essex 

Channels Golf Club was the 
venue for our Summer Trophy. At 
the end of June around 63 lined 
up to tee off. We were greeted to a 
cloudless sky, hot temperatures 

and hardly any wind to speak 
of. This year the committee 
wanted to do something special 
for our summer event, so we 
asked Channels if they would be 
prepared to put on a Bar-B-Q 
for us, the answer was simple a 
straight. Yes. What a day it was. 
We had a fine course set out to 
test the best and an halfway 
house courtesy of Collier Turf 
Care, one of our main sponsors 
(for which we were most grateful 
due to the high temperatures).

The format for the day was 
a Blind Stableford with cards 
drawn after play had finished, 
plus an overall winner and near-
est the pins on two holes. Winners 
on the day are as follows:-

Overall and a place in the 
National Tournament.

Ben Scrivener	 40pts
Winners of the Blind Pairs and 

places in the National Tourna-
ment.

Dougie Fernie & Keith Chin-
nery, 77pts; 2. Steve Crosdale & 
Mark Keysell, 76 pts; 3. Richard 
Stubbings & Jamie Hughes, 
75pts. Sponsors.& Trade. 1. 
Mark Keysell, 37pts; 2. Simon 
Banks,	 36 pts; 3. Neil Peachey	
32pts. Guests. 1. Paul Cooper	
44pts, 2. Richard Stubbings 
41pts; 3. Oliver Stubbings, 40 
pts. Nearest the Pin on the 8th. 
Mick Bartlett. Nearest the Pin on 
the 17th. Benji Stubbings

After the golf we all gathered 
on the terrace by the clubhouse 
to enjoy a real feast. A Bar-B-Q 
to die for. More than enough 
food to go round, and that was 
followed by a desert of Lemon 
Meringue and cream or Apple 
and Blackberry pie with custard. 
Wow, polished of with a few beers 
and every one went home happy.  
Our thanks go to Richard Stub-
bings and his family (the owners 
of Channels). To Ray Clark and 
his team for the course presenta-
tion and to the club captain Paul 
Cooper for presenting the prizes. 
A full appraisal of the results are 
on our website, along with a few 
photos of the day. Our thanks 
also goes to all those members 
that turned up to support this 
event it was the best supported 
one for many a year, long may 
it last. 

Next stop is Boyce Hill Golf 
Club on August 14, so if you’re 
quick you might just make the 
closing date.

The first Wednesday of July 
saw 15 or so of our members 
make an educational trip down 
to Ealing Golf Club. There they 
meet up with Greg Evans their 

Course Manager and heard all 
about how he manages to main-
tain his greens at the height of 
2mm. A twenty-minute rundown 
of how he manages his turf was 
followed by a look around the 
course. Spoon-feeding seems to 
be the method Greg has adopted 
to maintain those low heights of 
cut, plus lots of top dressing.  I 
understand he also maintains 
his Tee’s at a height of cut of 
6mm, treating them in a very 
similar way to his greens. Great 
interest was taken in his main-
tenance facilities; I understand 
they were very impressive. Our 
thanks to Greg for his time and 
the presentation he gave us.

I will have a full update of 
the results of the Captain’s and 
Greenkeepers match at Romford 
Golf Club and the Tuckwell Golf 
Team Challenge at Bentley Golf 
Club next month, both of this 
matches were in the middle of 
July. 

If you have any news for 
insertion in this section of the GI 
magazine or on our website www.
essexbigga.co.uk then please 
contact me at essexbigga@talk-
talk.net or on 07764-862.337.

Arnold Phipps-Jones
Press Officer 

South West and 
South Wales

South Coast

Hopefully by the time you read 
this we will  have had substantial 
amounts of rain. Here at Barton 
the course looks like toast with 
green islands, water totals have 
already exceeded last year with a 
couple of months to go yet!

The annual match against the 
Wessex Secretaries took place at 
Highcliffe Golf Club in late June. 
The event sponsored by Course 
Care is in its 13th year and has 
become a coveted trophy.

I can proudly say that the 
greenkeepers were worthy win-
ners 3 & 1/2   to 1 &1/2 making 
us  7  wins to 6 since the challenge 
began. Your’s truly being the only 
one to lose his match, no wonder  
Kev stripped me of the captaincy!  
Many thanks to Course Care as 
always a fantastic day, long may 
it continue.

As I write this Germany have 
just put 4 past Argentina, does 

that make it feel slightly better 
about our result? Being patriotic 
and all that I didn’t dare admit 
it before but I had 20 quid on  
the Germans at very favourable 
odds well before the first ball was 
kicked.

Enough about football, so far 
this year we are having a true 
summer here on the coast, of 
course that brings its own prob-
lems with water or lack of it. The 
wind (not personally) has been 
my problem and never getting the 
water on the areas that require it 
most. Hose pipes, wetter pellets 
never mind the applications of  
wetting agent all seem normal 
this year, still, it won’t last forever! 
I am not sure why but the club 
have just told me to order a verti-
drain big enough for  fairways, 
hopefully its made my local rep 
happy.

The results of the invitation at 
Stoneham will be in next months 
report. The autumn tournament 
is at Broadstone G.C. in October, 
remember this is our AGM and 
you can have your say. More 
details will follow nearer the 
time.

That is it for this month, I might 
just sneak down the beach and 
watch -  the boats of course!

Tony Gadd        

South West

Firstly, I have to give a huge 
thanks to Jamie Acton for filling 
me in last month. I hope you 
enjoyed his article, as Jamie 
mentioned that was purely a 
guest slot and I promise you I 
won’t leave you all so easily next 
time....But honestly, cheers 
Jamie. Top stuff! 

So let’s talk about the impor-
tant item first...My holiday. Last 
month saw me and a few friends 
heading to Las Vegas, and I have 
to say it was BRILLIANT. We 
spent nearly 20 hours travelling 
to get there, but I wouldn’t take 
a minute of them back, it just all 
adds to the adventure we took 
ourselves on. 

If you’ve been before, you’ll 
know exactly what I’m talking 
about, If you’ve never been to 
Vegas, close your eyes and pic-
ture the bright lights, oversized 
spectacular hotels, casinos 
with endless slot machines and 
enough blackjack tables to keep 
entertained for a week (if you last 

that long). During the day the 
temperature hit three figures, I 
wish I could have experienced 
this, but let me tell you, Vegas 
gets just as hot during the 
night......that’s enough though, 
people, What happens in Vegas, 
stays in Vegas!

June 23 the Section took a 
trip day to the stunning part of 
the country, that being Dorset. 
During our visit to Dorset we 
stopped off and visited Dave 
Everett and his team at Lyme 
Regis. Lyme Regis was the hosts 
for our summer event this year, 
and the day went fantastically 
well! I actually have to say that 
this could have been one of my 
most enjoyable Section events 
I’ve attended. The sun was shin-
ing on a fabulous looking golf 
course. It was clear to see that 
Dave and his team do a brilliant 
job maintaining the golf course 
and spend they must spend a 
great amount of time to detail. 
The greens were a real pleasure 
to play on, extremely well paced 
and smoothest ball roll you could 
imagine. I have to mention the 
16th hole at Lyme Regis, what a 
hole.” Talk about living life on the 
edge.” This really was stunning, 
the views from this hole were 
second to none. With it run-
ning alongside the cliff’s edge, I 
remember standing on the tee 
thinking to myself, don’t go left, 
just don’t go left. You can see 
where the cliff has been eating its 
way into the golf course, having 
moved its original tee already 
and a new green waiting for the 
old to disappear into the sea. 
Pure breathtaking! 

The winners from Lyme Regis 
were as follows, Nearest the Pin – 
8th Stuart Broom & 13th Adam 
Matthews. Overall winners – 3. 
Nigel Gridley, Nett 73; 2. Tim 
Morgan, Nett 73 (count back); 1. 
John Keenaghan, Nett 69. John 
will now go on to The Berkshire to 
represent the South West Section 
in BIGGA’s National Champion-
ship, sponsored by Kubota and 
Charterhouse. Good luck, John! 

The day was also extra special 
as we watched our England 
win its only game of this year’s 
World Cup, I said we would win 
it four years ago, I also said we 
would win this year, however in 
four years’ time, in Brazil, it will 
be coming home....you heard it 
here first! (I really do doubt your 
sanity, Ed)

For those of you that are a 
fan of Facebook, we now have a 
South West Section page. Like 
this article, it’s yours. We hope to 

Name: Steve Hopkins
Age: 50
Club: RAF Cottesmore
Position: First Assistant

1. How long have you been greenkeeping? 
Five years

2. What was it about the career that attracted you? 
Working outdoors

3. If you weren’t a greenkeeper what do you think 
you’d be? What I was doing originally – in the Royal Air 
Force

4. Which task do you most enjoy doing and why? 
Fairway mowing. Looking back at your fine work is 
satisfying.

5. Which task do you least enjoy doing and why? 
Raking Bunkers – Tedious!

6. What one thing - other than a pay rise - would 
improve the greenkeepers’ lot? 
For our club? New machinery

7. Hobbies? 
Basketball and picture framing

8. Favourite Band? 
M People

9. Which team do you support (football or otherwise)? 
Newcastle Eagles Basketball Club

10. What is your claim to fame? 
Almost knocked over David MacCallum (Man from Uncle 
and the Invisible Man) in Macy’s in New York

�To feature as an Assistant Profile, simply email Scott: 
scott@bigga.co.uk and he will send you a questionaire!

Assistant 
Profile
Each month we take a light hearted look 
into the life of an assistant greenkeeper...

Basketball loving, 
Steve, likes to 
search for the hero 
inside himself, but 
in doing so nearly 
collided with the 
invisible man.




