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WELCOME FROM THE EDITOR

Listed building status needed?

As you will see from elsewhere in

this issue — and on the front cover -
Wentworth is currently undergoing quite
a metamorphosis.

When Chris Kennedy kindly gave up some
of his valuable time to show me around I was
astounded by the extent of the changes. Some
of the new work, particularly on the iconic
18th, is jaw dropping and the hole will quickly
become one of the most talked about in all of
golf.

The standard of the work is superb and a
credit to Chris and all those involved. What they
have produced is high quality, to extremely
tight deadlines, all at a club where failure is not
an option

You must also take you hat off to
Wentworth’s owner, Richard Caring, whose
uncompromising desire to create a true
challenge for the modern day professional, not
to mention pockets deep enough to make it
happen, has to be admired.

But deep down I must admit to nagging
doubts about whether a course, which could
claim to be among the top four highest profile
in golf, along with the Old Course, Augusta
National and Pebble Beach, should be so
radically altered.

If the West Course were a listed building,
and not a 75 year-old Harry Colt-designed golf
course, there is no way anyone could make
the slightest tweak to it, without building
regulations vetoing even the most sensible of
ideas. Let’s face it, getting council approval
for an extension to a three bed semi isn’t
straightforward.

But when it comes to a golf course - which
in the case of Wentworth could be justifiably
claimed as a national treasure - complete
transformations can be carried out with
impunity.

The counter argument is, of course, that
a golf course should keep up to date with
the people who play the game and with
developments in balls and equipment. There
can’t be a golf course with any history at all
which hasn’t been extended to some degree or
another, or had bunkers moved or added, all to
counter the massive distances that the likes of
Alvaro Queros or JB Holmes belt the ball.

Also modern day construction is generally
required to extend the life of older courses —
replacing old water retaining, push up greens,
which can’t cope with the demands of year
round play, with USGA style greens - so why
not make design improvements at the same
time?

But what if the work isn’t done to a high
standard, or a course is treated as a mere
plaything of a non-golfing billionaire owner.

Now this is exaggeration to make a point so
don’t shout at me, but what if someone decided
the Road Hole on the aforementioned Old
Course could be “tarted” up, and the actual
road flooded to incorporate a golf-themed log
flume ride — at one stroke a water hazard to
rival the Swilken Burn and a money making
opportunity. Brilliant! Or the Postage Stamp, at
Royal Troon, requiring a precise shot through
a windmill - better still, a giant letter box! Who
would be able to stop it?

Is it perhaps time that we had a Listing
Building style status for our historic golf
courses? It might also help to force the R&A’s
hand when it comes to restricting the distance
that the ball flies.

Scott MacCallum
Editor
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