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The Hesketh team with Peter, third from left

A bunker renovation programme has been
put in place, which will see around 25 bunkers
tackled each winter for the next four years and
a rolling programme thereafter.

“Previously bunkers were built into the existing
contouring which meant that some face into the
rough and others out to sea. We will be building
the bunkers and then shaping around them so
that they face the hole.”

Peter was instrumental in the setting up
of a Course Development Committee when he
arrived involving Secretary Manager, Marytn
Senior; Professional, Scott Astin; Club Chairman,
Alan Tillbrook, and the Chairman of Green, one
of the rare female Chairs in the country, Meegan
Switzer, who was instrumental in bringing Peter
to the Club.

“Meegan leaves the post at the end of this
year (2008) but the job descriptions we wrote
for the various positions includes an overlap for
Chairmen of Green on the Course Development
Committee of a year to improve continuity.

They are all good golfers so we are also
looking at bringing in a not so good golfer for
another opinion,” said Peter, adding that the new
Course Policy Document was written with advice
gleaned from the BIGGA Website, the EGU and
St Andrews Links Trust.

“The first policy document | looked at was
St Andrews'. It’s good to start at the top and
that’s where | learned of a Course Development
Committee.”

The Committee has already had a couple of
course walks to assess the course and agree on
potential changes.

Among those is to push some tees back, not
for the regular members events but for the larger
competitions.
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“We have bunkers that the good golfers fly
over but catch the regular handicapper.

“There are three pros in the shop and they
are happy to hit as many balls off as many tees,
or would-be tees, as | want, to see where they are
landing. From one new tee 12 balls were hit and
eight of them went in bunkers,” he revealed.

“It has been agreed that any major changes
we must consult a designer. With smaller tweaks
we will do them in-house or with the assistance
of Stuart Ormondroyd, of the STRI.

While Peter has taken to working in the North
West with aplomb his family have adapted just as

well to the change from the isolated Machrihanish
area, where the nearest population centre was
Glasgow.

“l was asked about this at the interview and |
said that the nearest MacDonald’s was 130 miles
away but that there here were three within a mile
so we'd be alright,” said Peter, who has ensured
that his two children are brought up as Aberdeen
fans, although, as a special dispensation, they are
allowed an English team as well.

With such a fair minded guy in charge Hesketh
Golf Club can expect to have as glittering a future
as it has a past.
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Peter with Club Chairman Alan Tillbrook and Pro Scott Astin, part of the course development committee



