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Comedians have a joke. “What’s the 
secret of good comedy?” Then, without 
giving any time to think, the answer is 
blurted out, “Timing”.

It’s a good joke, but, what’s more, it’s true, 
and not just for comedy. There are many situations 
where timing is everything and getting it right can 
make an enormous difference.

Such is the case at St Ives Golf Club, in 
Cambridgeshire. A lovely nine hole parkland course, 
with a clubhouse tucked behind the local secondary 
school. The membership had always dreamt about 
the possibility of extending to 18 holes, and over 
the last 20 or so years there had been much talk 
about possible options. Indeed, a plan to buy the 
adjoining Poultry Research Station and build an 
additional nine holes was put to the membership 
but ultimately failed to materialise.

But here comes the timing bit. A group of 
senior, highly motivated, members with exactly 
the correct skill sets, came together with the view 
that if St Ives Golf Club really was serious about 
moving forward some serious work would need to 
be done, and a working party was set up.

Those people, a building developer, 
Keith Fleming; an architect, David Cook and 
David Christopher, Past President of the Club, 
who possessed a range of core skills, came  
together and identified that the club was sitting 
on a land bank that could potentially be the key 
the future.

And here is the other bit of immaculate timing. 
The working party spoke with planning authorities, 
went out and contacted potential developers and 
eventually sold 10 acres of land – covering two of 
the existing two nine holes - to a medium sized 

property developer for a substantial sum, right 
at the top of the property boom.

That money has enabled the club to purchase 
land from a farmer a couple of miles away on the 
other side of St Ives, and they are in the process 
of building a superb 18 hole inland-links course, 
complete with stunning clubhouse and driving 
range facilities which are also currently under 
construction.

It looks like a no-lose situation for the golf 
club and indeed it is, but if it is so easy why aren’t 
more clubs, with courses restricted by housing, 
going down the same route?

“It sounds easy, but there is a lot of very 
hard work and the negotiations are extremely 
complicated and requires the support and approval 
of the membership to take it forward,” explained 
Club Manager, Mike Kjenstad, who joined St Ives 

A ReAl 
TRAnsfoRmATion

Scott MacCallum visits a nine hole golf club in Cambridgeshire 
which will soon be completely unrecognisable

18 months ago, a short time after the project 
had started.

Once the initial working party had set up the 
basic project structure they handed their valuable 
work over to another talented member, current Club 
President, Philip Casey. who has since managed 
the project.  A retired, high ranking administration 
officer in the Fire Service, Philip possessed the 
skill and talent to run a major project of this nature 
through steering committees. 

“Once the project is complete, I am sure 
that the membership will come to appreciate 
how much devotion and work that Philip Casey 
has lent to the project and reward his efforts 
accordingly” said Mike.

The new course is designed by 
Cameron Sinclair and built by Ely Golf 
Construction Ltd, while, Phil Gates MG, 
came on board as Course Manager a 
year ago.

From its beginnings as a fairly bland piece of 
farmland which rose up at the end, the new course, 
shaped and seeded, already looks as though it 
was always destined to be a golf course.

“Cameron was given a free reign to produce 
the type of golf course he thought best and the 
club was extremely impressed with what he came 
up with,” explained Phil.

With heavy clay soil to contend with the course 
was designed and shaped so water would run off 
the roughs and into man made wetlands. The 
water gathered in the wetlands is then pumped 
into the 5,000,000 gallon irrigation reservoir at the 
top of the course, making the club self sufficient 
in recycled water.

The heavy clay also dictated that the fairways 
would require significant investment in primary 
and secondary drainage and this has certainly 
been the case which has been complemented 
with a 75mm of sand capping.

Phil who, along with his current on-site team 

16   Greenkeeper International

FEATURE

Greenkeeper International  17

FEATUR
E

16-18  Course Feature 34-35  How Close Are You Cutting Your 
Greens Today? 

40-42  Is A Low Cost ATV The Right Utility Tool  
For Tough Times?

44  The Masters:  
Warning. This Could Damage 

The Health Of Your Course


