
No point reminding ourselves that we 
have enjoyed a wet summer. How much 
impact upon mowing this will have had 
at any given course will depend upon 
many factors, but one thing is clear. If a 
mower breaks traction on sodden turf, 
the damage caused goes beyond a loss 
in productivity.

When	specifying	any	new	ride-on	mower,	be	
it	for	the	greens,	fairways	or	roughs,	one	area	
of	the	spec	sheet	it	is	easy	to	gloss	over	is	the	
traction	system.	Those	courses	with	a	few	modest	
undulations	will	no	doubt	opt	for	a	machine	with	
just	2WD,	the	need	for	an	extra	driven	wheel	or	
wheels	seldom	needing	to	be	considered.

Add	an	excess	of	water	to	a	course	with	even	
modest	inclines,	however,	and	it	can	soon	show	up	
any	problems	in	a	mower’s	traction	department.	
In	a	‘typical’	season,	the	odd	bit	of	modest	wheel	
slippage	in	a	wet	period	will	not	show	up.	It	is	
where	a	mower	slips	repeatedly	over	the	same	
areas,	typically	because	these	parts	of	the	course	
have	simply	not	had	a	chance	to	dry	out,	that	
problems can arise.

A	simple	way	around	this	is	to	alter	mowing	
patterns.	This	can	help	reduce	repeat	wheelings.	

This	past	summer	has	seen	even	this	ruse	run	into	
problems.	Some	parts	of	a	course	will	have	not	
had	any	chance	to	dry	at	all,	with	an	increased	
chance	of	more	severe	wheel	slip	regardless	of	
mowing	patterns.	Close	mown	semi-roughs	over	
tough	terrain	are	also	likely	to	be	an	area	for	
concern.	Even	greens	blessed	with	good	drainage	
have	posed	their	own	sets	of	problems.

GOOD TRACTION HELPS

What	can	help	reduce	problems	is	good	
traction.	Even	in	dry	conditions,	a	mower	that	
controls	wheelslip	will	have	its	benefits.	So	it	can	
be	worth	going	for	the	‘all-wheel’	drive	version	
of	a	mower,	even	on	a	course	with	just	the	odd	
modest	slope	to	contend	with.	

Before	moving	on,	some	courses	have	in	the	
past	found	the	traction	of	‘all-wheel	drive’	models	
to	be	somewhat	disappointing.	Traction	motors	on	
every	wheel	does	not	necessarily	mean	traction	is	
passed	equally	to	each	of	those	wheels.	

In	the	past,	a	4WD	version	of	any	given	mower	
may	well	have	not	necessarily	been	a	‘true’	4WD.	
In	really	simple	terms,	the	available	power	would	
not	be	diverted	to	a	wheel	that	has	traction.	The	

result	could	be	a	4WD	mower	actually	delivering	
3WD	traction.	

The	key	issue	is	to	find	out	how	traction	is	
managed.	Toro,	Ransomes-Jacobsen	and	John	
Deere	all	have	systems	that	ensure	power	is	
directed	to	the	wheels	that	can	benefit	from	it	
most.	How	the	systems	do	this	will	vary	depending	
upon	models,	but	the	aim	will	be	the	same;	make	
sure	the	mower	can	keep	going	without	turf	
damaging wheelspin.

The	problem	is	that	you	do	not	get	a	mower	
with	the	extra	traction	you	may	have	wanted	this	
season	for	nothing.	Further,	this	past	summer	has	
been	a	freak	year.	Why	invest	in	new	kit	to	cope	
with	a	problem	that	may	not	raise	its	head	within	
the	life	cycle	of	the	kit	you	may	be	investing	in?	

There	is	no	easy	answer	to	this,	but	one	
point	is	clear.	If	you	have	to	mow	when	the	going	
gets	tough,	a	mower	that	offers	the	best	traction	
will	not	only	be	better	able	to	cope	up	slippery	
slopes	but	also	minimise	the	damage	caused	
by	wheelslip.	

MOWING DIFFICULT 
AREAS

When all mowing is difficult, traction is king, writes James de Havilland

Stocksbridge	Golf	Club	at	Deepcar	in	Sheffield	is	situated	on	tough,	hilly	terrain;	so	good	mower	
traction	has	long	been	a	key	concern	for	Head	Greenkeeper	Jamie	Hobson.	“You	wouldn’t	naturally	
think	that	a	ride-on	greens	mower	would	need	good	grip,	but	getting	from	hole-to-hole	on	this	
course	can	be	quite	challenging.	We	have	a	three-wheel	drive	Jacobsen	G-Plex	III,	which	gives	us	
the	traction	we	require	and	the	confidence	to	get	around	the	course	safely,”	he	said.	

Ransomes Jacobsen Ltd. is the first grounds care equipment manufacturer accredited to all three quality standards ISO 9001, ISO 14001 and OHSAS 18001. 

Driving Environmental Performance

Ransomes Jacobsen Ltd. 

West Road, Ransomes Europark, Ipswich IP3 9TT

Tel: +44 (0)1473 270000  Fax: +44 (0)1473 276300

www.ransomesjacobsen.com

CODE: TG/10/08/FMS

Fle
xible Finance

These limited time only special rate fi nance offers can be 
accessed through your local Ransomes Jacobsen dealer.

Find your nearest dealer location – telephone 01473 270000 
or visit www.ransomesjacobsen.com 

* 1. Finance fi gures quoted are indicative only and subject to fl uctuations in UK money costs, 
however once funds are drawn down then payments are fi xed throughout the term of the agreement. 
2. The fi nance fi gures do not constitute an offer to provide fi nance which is subject to our normal 
credit underwriting criteria. 3. The fi nance packages are available to UK business users only. 4. VAT 
is payable on inception of the agreement on all purchase and loan agreements, including payment 
holiday promotions. 5. VAT is payable on rentals throughout the term of the agreement for hire or 
lease agreements. 6. Finance terms are available up to a maximum of 60 months, promoted terms and any 
alternative profi les, which are available on request from your Ransomes Jacobsen dealer, are applicable to 
a maximum of 75% of the RRP, or the balance fi nanced - whichever is the lower - of the equipment 
subject to the promotion. 7. Written quotations are available on request. 8. Ransomes Jacobsen Finance is 
a trading style of ING Lease (UK) Ltd, 60 High Street, Redhill, Surrey RH1 1NY. 9. Offer ends 31.12.2008. 
10. Excludes E-Z-GO and ex-demonstration models.

…on all Turf Care Machinery*

Limited time only fi nance offers 

available until 31 December 2008. 

Pay nothing for an entire 

year

OR

Spread the payments over 

2 years, interest free.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS!

(other fi nance offers available on request)

Pitchcare Finance Offer.indd   1 25/09/2008   14:36:04
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The Jacobsen HR5111 batwing rotary mower, pictured at work at the Garnant Park Golf Club in the 
Brecon Beacons National Park, is typical of the current generation of mowers that are designed 
to match high performance mowing on the flat with the ability to tackle steep terrain. “Traction is 
excellent,” said Golf Facilities Manager Kerry Jones. “The mower and it will climb anywhere.” 

Toro	traction	management	systems	include	its	parallel	hydraulic	system.	This	delivers	full-time,	bi-directional	4WD,	with	
parallel	hydraulic	flow	between	front	and	rear	wheels.	The	system	is	designed	to	deliver	more	than	just	a	traction	boost	
in	difficult	conditions.	During	a	turn,	the	wheels	are	also	claimed	to	be	less	liable	to	scuff.	As	with	all	traction	systems,	it	
is	how	they	can	help	protect	the	turf	in	difficult	conditions	that	is	as	important	to	the	ability	to	scale	slippery	inclines.		
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John	Deere	GRIP	all-wheel	drive	traction	at	is	available	on	the	recently	released	7400	and	8800	TerrainCut	rotary	mowers	and	the	7000	
and	8000	Series	PrecisionCut	range	of	fairway	mowers.	The	GRIP	system	reduces	wheel	slip	by	diverting	oil	flow	from	the	front	wheel	to	
the	opposite	rear	wheel.	By	allowing	the	flow	to	cross	over	to	the	opposite	rear	wheel,	the	system	maintains	traction	not	only	while	climbing	
straight	up	hills,	but	also	on	sidehills	as	well.	The	system	is	permanently	engaged	when	driving	forward	with	the	PrecisionCut	Fairway	
Mowers.	This	means	the	operator	does	not	have	to	deselect	4WD,	the	GRIP	system	taking	care	of	all	aspects	of	traction.	
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