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Greenkeeper International brings you ‘In the Shed’,
a puzzle page to keep you entertained when the
weather forces you in or for when times are slow.

WhAT’s your nuMBer?
Name: Rob Donald 
Company: Whitehorse Contractors
Position: Managing Director

How long have you been in the industry? 
“15 years.”

How did you get into it? 
“As a student I worked for M J Abbott between semesters, Mike Abbott 
became a mentor to the extent that he sponsored me through my 
final year at uni - I became a competent machine operative, this has 
served me well throughout my career as it has helped me understand 
what is achievable and more to the point, what isn’t.”

What others jobs have you done? 
“I worked for M J Abbott until 1996 until I was recruited by White Horse 
Contractors. During my time with Abbott’s I progressed from a Graduate 
Trainee to Site Manager and ultimately a Contract Manager.”

What do you like about your current job? 
“I thrive on the daily challenges of running our company. I enjoy the 
camaraderie of colleagues and staff. I get a buzz out of closing deals, 
developing business relationships. I have a real interest in the construction, 
management and maintenance of sportsturf facilities.”

What changes have you seen during your time in the industry? 
“Construction, Design and Management and staff competence 

certification have influenced the greatest change in both site and 
contract management attitude over the last 15 years. I look back at 
practices that were accepted as the norm and consider that, despite 
the bureaucracy associated with CDM, the increased awareness of 
health and safety issues has undoubtedly made the industry a much 
safer environment.”

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
“I’ve a house full of sprogs and dogs and am kept busy both vocationally 
and socially. My true passion is fly fishing for salmon. Standing waist 
deep in a cold, Scottish river, casting a fly for the most enigmatic of 
fish species - an antidote to the pressures of business life.”

Where do you see yourself in 10 years time? 
“Waist deep in a cold, fast flowing Scottish river – would be nice!”

Who do you consider to be your best friends in the industry? 
“This particular industry is, by its very nature, ‘friendly’. Over my 
15 years I have made close friendships with architects, specifiers, 
suppliers, subcontractors and believe it or not, competitors!”
 
What do you consider to be your lucky number?
“I have 3 happy, healthy children – I consider that to be lucky”.

Pick a number
“11.”

Rob has picked Clive Nottingham, Lloyds of Letchworth
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS 

1 Of an insurance claim, paid without assigning blame to any party  
 (2-5)
5 Title bestowed upon kings of ancient Egypt (7)
9 French city famed for its rayon and silk manufacture (5)
10 Factory which uses cheap, non-union labour (5-4)
11 Completely, as a unit (2,4)
12 Insect, the female of which feeds on animal and human blood  
 (8)
14 Leader of a group - name taken from a childrens’ game (4,2,3,6)
17 Original name for a petrol bomb (7,8)
18 “On one’s ---”, in a difficult or destitute situation (4-4)
19 Apothecary weight measure of an ounce (6)
22 Having existed at the earliest stages of existence (9)
23 Cricket ground located in St John’s Wood in London (5)
24 Wander (especially from a topic of conversation) (7)
25 The upper jawbone (7)

DOWN 

1 Russian gymnast who won her first Olympic gold in 1976 (6,3)
2 Deductions from mutual fund payments to cover sales   
 commission etc. (5-3,7)
3 An unexpected victory (5)
4 Specific item of work (4)
5 Any remarkable occurrence (10)
6 Theoretical particle, opposed to one measured in “flavours” (9)
7 Dickens novel featuring Ebenezer Scrooge (1,9,5)
8 Shortened name of animal whose name means “river horse” (5)
13 Snooker player awarded the OBE in 2001 (5,5)
15 Trying to gain profit, usually dishonestly (2,3,4)
16 Dangerous toxic condition experienced during or immediately  
 after pregnancy (9)
18 Term for any creature having two feet (5)
20 Controversial Frankie Goes To Hollywood single first released in  
 1983 (5)
21 Type of fruit; word used informally to mean “exactly” (4)

IN THE SHED ANSWERS ON PAGE 59

QUICK ‘NINE HOLE’ QUIZ

1 Slider, sacrifice fly and R.B.I are all terms used in which sport?
2 In which sport do players take long and short corners?
3 Which Olympic sport needs a planting box?
4 Which non-mechanical sport achieves the highest speeds?
5 Which sport is played over four periods of 15 minutes where only  
 two of the seven players can score?
6 The volume of a golf ball is approximately equal to how many cubic  
 centimetres - 8, 22 or 40?
7 What is the only Olympic sport that has a finish line that no  
 competitor will ever cross?
8 How many penalty strokes are added for a lost ball in golf?
9 What was the name of the 1980 comedy film about golf which  
 spawned a sequel in 1988?

MONSTER SUDOKU
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9 and the letters A,B and C.

SQUIGGLY SUDOKU
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 12 box shape 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.
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Around the Green Buyers’ guide

AERATION

For better penetration

TINES‘R’US
Order on-line:

www.tines.co.uk
email:sales@tines.co.uk

Tel: 0114 2513344

KEITH DRIVER
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)

124 Warren Road, Woodingdean, Brighton BN2 6DB

(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE)

Tel:01273 679994 Mobile:07958 532008

HYDROJECT
AERATION AND CHEMICAL
INJECTION SERVICE

F Woodward & Sons. Turf Care

Sisis Aer Aid System, Vertidraining,
Hollow Coring & Collecting. Herbicide,

Pesticide, Fungicide & Fertiliser
Application. Top Dressing, Overseeding,

Stoneburying, Laser Levelling

Tel Phil or David on:
01455 220767 or 07747 864677
Wolvey, Nr Hinckley, Leicestershire

Email: enquiries@woodwardturfcare.co.uk

AGRONOMY

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an
established company offering expert advice on;

Contact: Bruce Jamieson
Forth House, Bracknell Lane, Hartley Wintney, Hants, RG27 8QP
Telephone: 01252 844847

Golf Course maintenance
Tournament preparation & presentation
Machinery selection
Budgeting
Staff recruitment
Soil & turf analysis
Establishment of new golf courses

B Jamieson
Golf Advisors Ltd

ARTIFICIAL GRASS

Chorley,Lancashire,PR6 8SW
www.verdesports.com   www.artificialgrass.org.uk

email: sales@verdesports.com

Tel: 01254 831666  Fax: 01254 831066

VERDE TEE TURF
Sand & Rubber Filled Artificial Grass
- Allows you to tee up from any position

PATHWAYS
Spike Resistant Verdeturf & Super Verdegrass

TEES
Driving Mats & Various Options

PUTTING
Adventure Golf, Mini Golf & Putting Greens

Please call for samples & information

Supatee Tee-Line Turf

01780 781249 • 07932 037733
turf@supatee.com

No sand in-fill No compaction
No maintenance Accepts a tee

It plays just like real turf!
The BEST solution for:

Practice ground tee-line
Par 3 tees
Winter tees

Construction Remodelling
Water Features

Tel: 01604 468908
Fax: 01604 474853
www.deltagolf2000.co.uk

180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

CONSTRUCTION

AERATION
AGRONOMY
ARTIFICIAL GRASS
CONSTRUCTION
DRAINAGE
DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT
FERTILIZER MIXING
GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES
GOLF MATS
GRINDERS
HIRE
HYDROSEEDING
IRRIGATION
IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
LAKE CONSTRUCTION/LINERS
MOWERS
PATHWAYS
PEST CONTROL
PUMPS
RUBBER CRUMB
TOP DRESSINGS
TREE MOVING
TURF
VERTIDRAINING HIRE
WASTE/WASHWATER TREATMENT
WEED CONTROL 
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DEVON AND CORNWALL

I start my column this month with some desperately sad news. Our 
great friend and colleague Don Hunt passed away suddenly on Monday, 
May 14. Don supported greenkeepers up and down the country all his 
working life and he was also the events organiser for the Devon and 
Cornwall Section of BIGGA. Don will leave a massive void in the world 
of greenkeeping and will be greatly missed by all who knew him. Our 
thoughts are with his family at this sad time.

During a recent committee meeting of the Devon and Cornwall Section, 
Abi Crosswood, of Newquay GC, was appointed Secretary of the Section. 
Abi will be supported by all the “old boys” and Billy Mitchell was given 
the honour of becoming Abi’s Assistant. Graham Gallimore, the Head 
Greenkeeper at Launceston GC, is the Education Chairman and John 
Palfrey is the new Fixtures Secretary with Tim Wakeham taking on the 
role of Treasurer.

Ashbury Golf Club in Okehampton have won The Large Employer of the 
Year Award at the South West Skills Awards. The Course Manager, Steve 
Harris, along with his Deputy, Pete Gross, have carried out all training 
“in-house” and with the help of Bill Pyle and Ron Skinner from the 
Duchy College, no fewer than 12 greenkeepers from Ashbury achieved 
their NVQ Level 2. More training is planned for this year for Level 2/3 
NVQs and A1 Assessor awards. The partnership between the college 
and the workplace has been expertly managed and congratulations go 
to everyone involved.

The Section, along with the Duchy College, sponsored four students 
to attend the BTME show in January. One of the students sponsored, 
Mike Wannell, Assistant Greenkeeper at Bovey Castle GC, went on to 
win The Institute of Groundsmanship Student of the Year Award. This 
is a fantastic achievement for Mike, Bovey Castle and Duchy College 
Well Done All! 

Any information for this column? Please contact me at stevenevans184@
btinternet.com or: 01822 617671.

Steve Evans

SOUTH WALES 

The Tower Sport Europe Spring Shield was recently played for at the 
Coed-y-Mwstwr GC near Bridgend. 

The weather was glorious, hot, no wind - ideal for golf and low scoring. 
The course was a picture, presented superbly by Head Greenkeeper 
Andrew Hatcher and his team. The greens were true, slik and firm and 
it was evident to all that participated that a lot of work and effort had 
been put in (and not only for our benefit) for our tournament, the first 
of the year. 

The hospitality afforded us by all at the golf club was excellent, warm 
and friendly, they went out of their way to make us feel welcome and 

Section Notes - 
Can all notes be emailed to: melissa@bigga.co.uk 
by the 5th of the month prior to publication please. 
Suggested word guide: 500

Peter Boyd
SCOTLAND & NORTHERN 
IRELAND
Tel/Fax: 0141 616 3440

Peter Larter
NORTHERN & MIDLAND
Tel: 01476 550115

BIGGA’s Regional Administrators

it was appreciated by all.

Tower Sports took on the sponsorship of this event and it was their 
inaugral competition. Managing Director, David Goldstone got us off to 
a flying start and then proceeded to take care of everyone throughout 
the entire day. Again the hospitality afforded us by tower, David and 
our local representative Gareth Knight was superlative. A sincere thank 
you to them for their support, the excellent prize table, their hospitality 
and to David for his attendance and kind words in summing up after 
presenting the prizes.

Following the golf we were treated to an excellent three course dinner 
in the marquee, prior to the football (which we wont mention again) 
the fine food was plentiful (even for Emyr) and great value, a sincere 
thanks to the catering staff for looking after us so well! The winner of 
the “Tower Sports Europe - Spring Shield” was Rhys McDonagh from 
Llanwern with 38 points, winning the trophy and a colour TV. Second 
place went to local knowledge, Andrew Hatcher, Head Greenkeeper of 
Coed-y-Mwstwr with 37 points beating Herbie Probert from Pontardawe 
into third. The longest drive went to Old new boy, Huw Morgan from 
the Ashburnham golf club and nearest the pin went to Stuart Jones 
from Maesteg. Best Trade card went to Peter Holmstrom with a very 
creditable 35 points. 

A great day had by all, made by the good weather, an excellent golf 
course, great company, super hospitality and fine food, what more could 
one ask for (perhaps a better back swing for the Secretary). A sincere 
thanks to the directors of the club for giving us courtesy for our visit 
and to Gareth Summerton especially for allowing us our visit. 

By the time you reed this someone will have won the Wales Open at 
the Celtic Manor Resort, we hope that he’s welsh and that the sun also 
shines on Jim McKenzie and his staff for the event. 

Peter Lacey - Section Secretary

PS: Our best wishes to our normal (if we can call him that) around the 
green scribe, Henry Stead, whose unfortunate trip has resulted in him 
breaking a wrist (mind you, it makes a change from a Toro!). No but 
seriously, Henry we wish you a speedy recovery, you never know long term 
it may improve your grip and you may finally better a handicap of 24!
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Clive Osgood
SOUTH EAST
Tel: 01737 819343

Jane Jones
SOUTH WEST & WALES
Tel: 01454 270850

QUICK NINE HOLE QUIZ

1 Baseball
2 Hockey
3 Pole Vault
4 Sky-diving
5 Netball
6 40
7 Swimming
8 One
9 Caddyshack
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