
So here we are again and yes the time does fly, unlike 
when I was a young lad waiting for something to happen. 
You know, like a birthday, or something special like a 
holiday. It always seemed like an age before anything 
happened and we spent our lives counting days off the 
calendar. 

Then we grow up and become a little wiser, now that’s 
a debate all in itself, and we start planning things out 
with the short, medium and long term in mind. In some 
ways the innocence of youth has its attractions, however 
frustrating those long past days might have seemed at 
the time. 

It’s with thoughts to the future that I might dabble for a 
moment. Like death and taxes there is nothing more sure 
than we all will become older and, yes, end our exciting 
lives in the world of greenkeeping and the daily thrust of 
the wonderful life of producing a golfing experience for our 
members and guests at our own golf clubs. 

So, have we planned for that time in our life when we have 
the freedom to take on a new challenge of something new? 
Well, I see some who have mastered the art of planning 
and securing something for the future and then, on the 
other hand, I see those who have found themselves in 
a position considerably less well off compared with the 
lifestyle they have enjoyed during their working life.

It’s important to put things into context here. We have 
evolved from a history of poor wages and living in a tied 
house as the norm, at golf courses associated with high 
end value property areas. In the most part, we couldn’t 
have dreamed of living, never mind renting or owning, 
a property there. So what’s the problem you might ask? 
Well, it’s kind of like me getting that call from Melissa. 
Just as you feel happy comfortable and safe, something 
unexpected which we haven’t thought of or planned for, will 
come along and take a huge bite out of your bum and put 
you in a position of having to do something about it before 
its too late.

In this case for me it was just a few words, but for us all 
as a whole it’s an important development in our lives that 
needs to be planned for. So I urge you all to be wise and 
at least give some consideration over the coming years 
about your future beyond Greenkeeping.

We live in an ever changing world. The days of good pensions have, in 
my opinion, gone for the masses and become a minority sport for those 
executives and the very top of the food chain. So what is the answer? 
Well, I am, as you know, not qualified or so clever enough to give you 
that advice. However, I’m sure that there has to be a viable and better 
way forward for us all. So please explore every avenue possible and 
engage your employers to take part. Together, I am sure, if well planned, 
managed, and with joint benefits in mind, there can be a more secure 
future for everyone concerned.

I made a visit to a local golf club yesterday to have a look at a new 
irrigation lake being constructed, with a view to doing the same at Tyrrells 
Wood in the near future. Having just gone through about the worst drought 
in 30 years here in the south east of England last year, it’s becoming very 
common that we have had to re think water storage issues if we are to be 
sustainable into the future. 

I could talk for hours on that subject and all its ills, but another day I’m 
sure. The thing is I was in the maintenance base and having a coffee with 
the staff, who, I must say, made me feel very welcome indeed – which 
without exception is the case when I meet with other Greenkeepers 
anywhere I travel, so thank you all for that. I am overwhelmed by the 
reception I have received as your Chairman.

So, Darren, you asked and here it is young man! Your name in lights take it 
home and keep it forever. Thanks for the time and, of course, the coffee.

It’s time to wind up and open my “E”s - another thing that has changed. 
Who would have thought, years ago, that you could receive and send 
letters almost in real time anywhere in the world. Now, that is truly 
amazing don’t you think? 

The hardest part of me doing it here at home is getting onto the computer 
with the kids around, chatting with all their mates. So it has, in my case, 
become a late night pursuit, having spent a few hours trying to get them 
into bed - an art I have still to master, I’m afraid.

So were does the time go?  Well, I think, mostly where you plan it to go. 
So have a great month, enjoy every moment along the way, engage with 
others and secure your future.
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(yes, hard to believe, I know) between places only to find out
I was in the wrong place at the wrong time but, hey, it keeps
me fit I suppose. 

We have to thank John Pemberton and his team “your
staff” for all their hard work and professional dedication for
putting on such a great show because the whole week was
by anyone’s standards a resounding success, so well done
everyone at BIGGA HOUSE. 

It’s with great sadness I would like to mention the
untimely death of Ray Day, Course Manager at East Sussex
National, board member and a man who worked tirelessly for
you all at Section, Region and Board level for many years. I
know he will be sadly missed by Greenkeepers and friends up
and down the country. Our hearts and thoughts are with his
wife Jill, and their two boys. On a personal note I will miss
his cheery smile and warm welcome every time we met.

I look forward, with your board, to an exiting year and
would like to pay tribute to your board as a whole – an
enthusiastic, dynamic and hard working team that give of
their time for the benefit of you all in Greenkeeping at the
grass roots.

So I wish all the members a safe successful and happy
year, and I’m sure you will rise to any challenge asked of 
you and, as your Chairman, I’m proud to represent you as
you are an amazing bunch of individuals that I am very much
looking forward to meeting and sharing some time with over
the next year.

Billy McMillan
Chairman

Taking on this role would not have been possible without
the help of many people and I would therefore like to take a
moment and say a special thank you to firstly my employer
Tyrrell’s Wood Golf Club, its Board members and staff for their
continued support during the coming year. To Richard
Whyman, firstly for asking me as his Vice Chair and having
seen close up his unselfish dedication and enthusiasm during
the past year as your Chairman. He will I’m sure be a hard act
to follow. So it’s a heartfelt thank you, Richard, for all that
you have done for us all - time to relax a wee bit and enjoy
some well earned time with Denise without the phone
ringing off the hook and I’ll see you at the next board
meeting (yes we will still make use of him for another year). 

I am delighted to welcome on as my Vice Chairman, Kenny
Mackay, Kenny is Director of Golf Courses & Grounds at The
Belfry and I know will make a good Vice and, mark my
words, a “great” chairman in 2008. 

Then there’s my family, my rock. You know those special
people that make everything worthwhile. The first test was
Harrogate and I returned home to a tidy house with the
washing all done and up to date and no reports of any
parties that upset the neighbours. So with everyone’s help I
look forward to the next year filled with pleasure and
challenges in equal proportions I’m sure. 

I mentioned another successful Harrogate – not just words
I might add. It was truly wonderful to see so many people
there and enjoying themselves during the week. Our
exhibitors seemed to enjoy meeting with you all and
exchanging views and doing business at the same time. We
do have a very friendly way of conducting ourselves so well
done you lot. The highlight for me was seeing some of our
Greenkeeping Gods singing their hearts out and wriggling in
and out of their chairs after the banquet for every chorus. It
was an amazing thing to see believe me. One thing! I never
in my wildest dreams thought that so many people knew me
– Wow was that a humbling experience with everyone
saying hello and wishing me well for the coming year. When
you become Chairman they give you a list, things to do,
where to be and stuff. Well, we must work on that list for
next year, or it may have been me, because I was running

Looking forward 
to a new challenge
I must first thank you all for giving me the opportunity of being your Chairman for the coming year. It’s a great honour
for me personally and I promise you my best efforts in representing your Association during the coming months. 
Taking over the reins during a very successful Harrogate Week was for me a very proud moment in my Greenkeeping
career and this I promise you! You have my voice and full support in anything that may benefit and progress the
profession of Greenkeeping within the golfing world.
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Where does the time go? I was waiting for my daughter, Summer, at school yesterday and my phone started 
ringing its head off. It was BIGGA HOUSE.  “Hi Billy. How are you?” I’m very well, young lady,” I replied. We 
exchanged a few pleasantries then, Melissa Toombs, our Assistant Editor, said, ”This is just a reminder that 
we haven’t received your Chairman’s column for next month’s magazine.” “Ooh,” I said. “What’s the absolute 
deadline for it then.” Hoping she would say something like, “Next week, or you have loads of time, Billy,” 
“Friday.” she said. “Ooh. Is it now,” I replied, “Yes,” she said. “Will that be ok, Billy?” What I wanted to say 
was not for this magazine and will be confined to my head but I’m sure you have an idea of what was on the 
shortlist of replies that I could have used, but instead I said, “No problem, young lady. “I’m sure that will be just 
fine and you will have it on Friday.” 
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