
Lying beneath the green stuff is a 
complex world. The dying bits in the 
soil would more than likely be called 
thatch, scarifying would probably 
be your solution. You may, without 
realising, also have a layer of mat. 
Do you realise that you will benefit 
from a touch of thatch and mat?

Thatch is found just above the soil 
surface and consists of undecomposed 
plant material. As this material 
decomposes it is possible that new 
plant life forms within the thatch layer. 
This means that rhizomes and stolons 
could be provided with a useful growing 
medium. A good amount of thatch would 
be around 12mm.

Too much thatch could mean that water 
and nutrients will not get to the roots 
below the thatch layer, this could cause 

Thatch at 5mm to 15mm

Mat at 15mm to around 25mm

25mm+ Rootzone

The Difference between Thatch and Mat

By Dan Prest, Askham Bryan College

problems of growth, therefore increasing 
weed and pest invasion. There a number of 
ways to control thatch possibly scarification, 
but also hollow coring and topdressing.

Often confused with thatch is the mat layer. 
This layer is mixed with the soil surface. 
It can occur when soil is mixed into the 
thatch layer. Examples of this would 
include soil deposits in thatch by worms or 
topdressing with soil. Mat can be beneficial 
and is sometimes overlooked. It can provide 
protection in areas of heavy wear and can 
also stabilise turf from heavy activities.

Look for the thatch layer from the top of a 
core sample and it should be easily found 
(if present). Look for the Mat layer at the 
bottom and work up the sample with your 
finger and thumb until the soil layer is easily 
removed. The Mat layer can be found at the 
base of that grassed part intermingled with 
the remaining soil.
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QUICK ‘NINE HOLE’ QUIZ
1. Name the Irish golfer famous for holding the winning putt for the European team in the 

2002 Ryder Cup and ending up in the lake at the Belfry.

2. Who designed the original Volkswagen?

3. Runner-up in 1996, 1997 and 2001, who became World Rally Champion in 1995?

4. What is the name for the highest point on a triangle?

5. Who took a hat trick against Australia at Sydney in 1999?

6. Which part of the body is the scapula?

7. Name the only England manager to begin his managerial career at Lincoln City.

8. Who wrote The Last of the Mohicans?

9. What is acrophobia?

In the
Shed Greenkeeper International brings you ‘In the Shed’, 

a puzzle page to keep you entertained when the
weather forces you in or for when times are slow.

MONSTER
SUDOKU
Fill in the grid so that
every row, every
column and every
3x4 box contains the
numbers 1 to 9 and
the letters A, B and C.

SQUIGGLY
SUDOKU
Fill in the grid so that
every row, every
column and every 12
box shape contains
the numbers 1 to 9. 

Supplied by

www.dailysudoku.comANSWERS TO ALL THE PUZZLES ARE SHOWN ON PAGE 59

CROSSWORD - Compiled by Anax

ACROSS
1 Toadyishly attentive (10)
6 Vehicle, name derived from “general purpose” (4)
9 Composer of Orfeo, the first recognised opera (10)
10 Long cry, typically canine (4)
12 Minimal in magnitude (5)
13 Single notch, or row of notches (9)
14 Specialised, incomprehensible language (12)
18 Above reproach, especially in a way considered to be superficial (7-5)
21 Enthusiastically pursuing something (2,4,3)
23 Feeling of boredom (5)
24 Wide-screen cinema format launched in the 1960s (4)
25 Cut of meat taken from either side of the spine (6-4)
26 Oddball character, often one with extensive technical knowledge (4)
27 Kaiser Chiefs’ 2005 album (10)

DOWN
1 Decorative covering of brass, made to look like gold (6)
2 Grammatical arrangement of words in a sentence (6)
3 Suspect, dubious (12)
4 Intestinal blockage (5)
5 Offer discount against competition (9)
7 Email addition, often called a smiley (8)
8 Director of the 2002 film The Pianist (8)
11 Queen of England who was beheaded and replaced by Mary Tudor (4,4,4)
15 Hair-care product introduced in 1929 (9)
16 Would-be (8)
17 The right to vote (8)
19 Light sleep (6)
20 Seal used to mark official documents (6)
22 Singing style in which the voice changes rapidly between normal and falsetto (5)
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The new generation soil surfactant

Headland Amenity Tel: 01223 597834 E-mail:info@headlandamenity.com

Visit www.headlandamenity.com for full details of TriCure AD 
AND the full Headland range of turf and amenity products

Prevents hydrophobic soil conditions and cures localised dry spots

Improves drainage efficiency and reduces excess water retention 

Aids surface dry-down after rain for a quicker return to ideal playing conditions.

Optimises use of irrigation water

Allows optimum moisture availability for plant use – increases root mass and length

Treats the complete soil profile – soil, sand, 
thatch and organic amendments

TriCure AD TMIntroducing
the NEW...
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