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A Bright Future 
I am 21 years old and I am a newly qualified 

green keeper. I started playing golf at Leyland Golf 
Club when I was 13 years old in 1997. I have grown up 
from a teenager to a young adult, coached by Head 
Professional Colin Burgess. 

On July 20 1984 I was born in Bolton's special care 
baby unit, three months premature. I was on an 
artificial respirator to help me breath for two months. 
Through my life I have over come a lot of problems to 
live a normal life. 

After I finished school in 2000 I went to 
Myerscough College in Lancashire. I started off on two 
Basics courses, NVQ level 1 & 2 in Horticulture before 
progressing into the sportsturf department. For two 
years I concentrated on getting my First Diploma and 
National Certificate. I have to thank my lecturers, Gary 
Andrews, Terry Robinson, Lance Butters, Malcom 
Eckton, Brian King and Robert Hughes. 

As part of the First Diploma one day release I 
acquired work with my local golf club. I started my 
greenkeeping career off at my local golf club, Leyland 
Golf Club. 

Head Greenkeeper, Charles Bevan, has over 25 
years of experience and I would like to thank him and 
his team for all that I have learnt in two placements. 
One over the winter months and summer months. 

Living just a short distance away from the club, it 
was easy to get to work with a 10 minute walk. There I 
learnt the basics jobs to progress and further develop, 
such as bunker raking, resanding, strimming, fly 
mowing and turfing tees. In the summer of 2004 I 
started my first seasonal post for six months. 

March 2005, I started my first full time job at the 
Marriot forest of Arden Golf and Country Club, home 
to the European Tour's British Masters. This is my first 
time living away from home learning all the basics, 
such as how to look after yourself and lead a healthy 
life. 

I have done my first Championship event and have 
loved every minute of it. I have respect for Robert 
Rowson, who has started his first Head Greenkeeper's 
post. In four months I have learnt how to tipple tees, 
cut semi rough and how to set up a course. I know the 
basics for these jobs, now I want to perfect these and 
get them spot on. 

I want to work on getting my NVQ level 3 and PA2 
Spraying Certificate. I have an ambition of becoming a 
Course Manager in 10 years time, where I end up 
that's up to me. No one is perfect at the end of the 
day. Two people were perfect, God and Jesus Christ. 
Everyone has got strengths and weaknesses, which 
they want to perfect in the greenkeeping industry. 

A l a s t a i r G a u l d 

Thank You 
A big thank you to all members who provided such willing and able 

support at The Open in St Andrews. It was a tremendous Championship and 
the condition of the course and the teamwork shown by our dedicated band 
of greenkeepers was a credit to our profession. 

Well done to Euan and all the team at St Andrews, fabulous stuff, and 
well done to BIGGA staff for keeping everything running smoothly 
throughout the four days. 

It was a great pleasure for me to be back in my home county and to see 
the worlds top golfers in action. It was an even greater pleasure to share in 
the camaraderie and spirit generated by the warm and generous people of 
our industry. 

K P a l y , C h a i r m a n 

YOUR LETTERS ARE REQUESTED! 
Send to: Scott MacCallum, Editor, Greenkeeper International, 
BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York Y061 1UF, or email them 
to: scott@bigga.co.uk 
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