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T a k i n g I s s u e 
/ feel strongly that on behalf of the silent majority of good greenkeepers 

I must take issue over the article by Dr Kate Entwistle on "Fus" in the 
February issue, pages 37-39. There are far to many similarly misconceived 
articles on a wide majority of topics, summarised by "correct observation, 
incorrect deduction ". 

I do not take exception to her exposition of facts, notably that many 
potentially damaging fungi live happily on dead vegetation in all soils but if 
encouraged will attack, disfigure and even kill fine turf. 

I do not agree, and most greenkeepers will not either, that "Fus" is 
primarily a winter (cold temperature) disease, or that, as she has stated 
elsewhere, that it is developing as a summer problem! It has, in all my half 
century of experience and for long before that, also been a summer 
problem! 

There is an age old greenkeeping adage that "chronic fus is an infallible 
sign of bad greenkeeping". Partly this is because the incorrect management 
encourages Poa annua which is by far the most susceptible greens to be 
attacked (partly due to its soft sappy leaves). Nowhere in this article is this 
point mentioned, let alone emphasised. 

The commonest fault of bad greenkeeping is over-feeding. The link 
between excessive quantities, of frequency of application and the incidence 
of disease is clearly shown by an R&A funded survey last year, with a big 
response from golf clubs of all types, status and financial standing. 

This showed that 91% of all respondents used less that three tonnes of 
fertiliser per annum per 18 holes (21% well under one tonne). Few if any of 
these used autumn fertilisers. The amount of fungicide used annually 
related directly to fertiliser use. One club using 24 tonnes of fertiliser p.a 
also spent £24,000 on fungicide. 

Frequency of spraying varied from fortnightly - often all year round - to 
nil) the last time that could be remembered in some cases was several 
years ago!) Perhaps the results could be published in GKI - they are freely 
available*. 

The deductions must be important. First, cost, which is very relevant in 
these days of the reduced profitability of golf. Second, due to often 
unjustifiable prohibitions and even more so to withdrawal of some 
fungicides by manufacturers because of reduced returns on smaller 
markets, we shall soon have no fungicides available other than sulphate of 
iron. Those with lush Poa greens and high feed and water input will have 
no defence against serious chronic "Fus" attacks. 

In passing, there is no evidence that potash induces disease resistance -
in fact even low levels will in time encourage Poa invasion and so disease. 

My advice to avoid, other than ephemeral attacks under humid 
summer/autumn conditions, is to use nitrogen only (sparingly), stop in late 
July, treat ephemeral attack with iron promptly, cut down shading trees -
and especially "stagnating" undergrowth - keep greens well aerated and 
dry, stop irrigation early (late August) and limit watering any way and avoid 
smothering as well as over-feeding. 

In short, with sound sensible greenkeeping you will never get chronic 
"Fus" - but some sufferers may have some leeway to make up. 

Meanwhile, it would be helpful if cologists gained more field experience 
and resisted the temptation of correctly identifying spores etc under a 
microscope but wrongly assuming that the fungus was causing the 
problem, thus encouraging sufferers to pollute by over use of fungicides, 
instead of adopting sensible greenkeeping preventative practice. 

I would get less despondent if culprits would learn from well over a 
century of proven research and practice that austere natural greenkeeping 
really does work, but for lasting success we must achieve the impossible -
educating today's golfer that green is not great - and that we play golf on 
fine turf not colour. 

For independent corroboration log in to the R&A website 
www. best, courseforgolf. org 

J H A r t h u r , H o n o r a r y Member, B u d l e i g h S a l t e r t o n 

* The results of the survey were published in the May 2003 issue of the 
magazine 
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