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CLOSURE ON A DEVASTATING INCIDENT

June 17, 1998, is a date which will forever be
imprinted on Gary Potter’s brain.

That was the day when his life changed
completely. It was the date when the roof of the
maintenance facility of Skipton Golf Club collapsed
on top of him, smashed his back and left him
counting his lucky stars that he is still around to tell
the tale.

Last November, five and a half years after the
accident, compensation won by BIGGA-appointed
lawyers, was finally agreed ensuring that while
Gary is still in permanent pain, the Potter family are
now financially secure.

Gary was the Course Manager at Skipton and
was driving a compact tractor into a shed which
was no longer quite big enough for all the
machinery required to be locked away.

Gary did as was always done and drove in
slowly requiring to touch the back wall to ensure no
space went to waste. On this occasion though he
was just about to dismount the tractor when he
heard a noise, looked up and saw bricks and a
concrete lintel falling towards him.

Instinctively he pulled back hoping the roll bar
would come to his rescue and his actions did help.
The lintel just missed his head, flicking off his
baseball cap, but unfortunately it bounced back
towards him landing on his lap, pinning him while
the rest of the rubble came tumbling down on top
of him.

Remarkably, despite the searing pain, Gary was
able to reach for his breast pocket and his mobile
phone and call the emergency services himself.

He then called the pro shop and got hold of the
club handyman, Jack Parker, a useful weightlifter,

who came to his rescue. Jack was able to lift the
lintel from Gary's lap, a task which subsequently
required three men.

“I think adrenaline helped Jack and ever since
I've called him my saviour,” said Gary, whose
attitude to an accident which might destroy lesser
men, couldn‘t be more positive.

He was taken to hospital where tests confirmed
that he'd shattered his 12th vertebrae and crushed
the muscle on his right leg.

But they said they could rebuild him and a
fortnight later he was learning how to walk again,
a task made more difficult with two seven and a
half inch titanium rods holding his back together, a
role they will fulfil for the rest of his life.

He was unable to work for two-and-a-half years
relying for much of the time on his BIGGA Personal
Accident Insurance and state benefits, while the
lawyer, Bristol-based Lyon Davidson, appointed by
the BIGGA Legal Helpline fought his case for
compensation.

“The late Doug Bell, the Northern Regional
Administrator, was wonderful, he brought flowers
for my wife and told me to fill out the forms
necessary to pursue my case whenever | felt fit
enough to do so.

"My lawyer, Kevin Morgan, was also superb. |
only met him once in person, most of the time it
was over the phone and by e-mail but he couldn’t
have been more thorough.”

It is customary in the case of major accidents for
at least a three year sabbatical before a pay out
with most being settled in five to seven years and
in Gary's case the five and a half years was about
par for the course.

Unfortunately, as
the driver of the tractor
Gary was held to be
one third responsible
for the accident and as
a result lost one third of
the compensation pay
out, but the £200,000
he received has
enabled him to pay off
his mortgage and plan
for the future with some optimism.

“I can't believe it when | hear people complain
that BIGGA does nothing for them. I'm a prime case
of what BIGGA can do for you.

“Had | pursued the case myself | would have
lost around £25,000 of my compensation in legal
fees but it cost me nothing, while whenever | was
in contact with people from BIGGA they couldn‘t be
any more helpful,” said Gary, who is now an
Associate Member.

“You never know when something similar might
happen to you and while BIGGA offers so much to
its members, if there was nothing else but the
Personal Accident Insurance, it would still be worth
every greenkeeper in the country becoming a
member.”

Unable to carry on working as a greenkeeper,
Gary initially worked part-time for Myerscough
College as an assessor but for the last three and a
half years he has been a Technical Advisor for Vitax.

“I love my job but | really do miss greenkeeping.
It was in my blood but I'm delighted that, although
in constant pain, | can walk, drive and carry on my
life.”

TOP JOB FOR EUAN

St Andrews
Links Trust has
appointed Euan
Grant as Head
Greenkeeper in
charge of of the
0Old Course,
following the
recently-
announced
departure of Eddie
Adams to become
a Greenkeeping
Consultant with the PGA European Tour.

Since joining the Links in June 2002, Euan Grant
has been Head Greenkeeper in charge of the New
Course. He previously worked as Head Greenkeeper
at Marriott Forest of Arden Golf and Country Club
where he was involved in course set up for two
English Opens.

He also worked on the construction and
subsequent management of two 18-hole courses in
Surrey. Highly qualified, Euan won the Toro Student
Greenkeeper of the Year Award in 1994.

In his two years at the Links he has made a
number of improvements to the New Course
including the creation of new championship tees to
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bring the course to 6,769 yards.

“Euan has impressed us with his management
skills and dedication,” said Gordon Moir, Links
Superintendent at the Links Trust.

“We have every confidence that under his
management the Old Course will continue to go
from strength to strength and to be presented in
the traditional way.”

Eddie, 35, had worked for St Andrews Links
Trust for 19 years.

He became Head Greenkeeper of the Old Course
in 1993 at the age of 24, making him the youngest
person to hold that position in the course’s 600
year history.

He had overseen course preparations for two
Open Championships, 10 Dunhill Championships
and 10 Links Trophy events, making more changes
and adding more new tees to the course than any
of his predecessors with the exception of Old Tom
Morris, Custodian of Links for 40 years.

“Naturally the Old Course is very dear to me
but I am looking forward to a brand new
challenge,” said Eddie, who will continue to be
based in his home town of St Andrews.

“The focus will be course preparation for
tournaments and | will be using all the knowledge
and skills which | have developed at the Home of

Golf.”

His new position as the only full-time
Greenkeeping Consultant employed by The
European Tour will involve him in liaison with
courses which are staging Tour events.

"The Tour's greenkeeping support team is a vital
service to many of our venues and | am delighted
that we have
secured someone
of Eddie’s
knowledge and
experience to
complement our
existing staff,”
said David
Garland, Director
of Tour Operations
for the PGA
European Tour.

Gordon Moir
added, “Itis
generally recognised that the condition of the Old
Course has improved year after year and this is
thanks to the efforts of Eddie and his team.
However, | am delighted that he has been offered
this great opportunity to work on the Tour and wish
him every success.”
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