YOUR YOUR LETTERS ARE NEEDED!

Letters

A Great Help

| thought that | would write to thank BIGGA for all

In a recent editorial in Greenkeeper International there appeared to be some dei
were to be the case then greenkeepers could be better Jlooked after. Scott refuted this.
ss the fact that everyone at BIGGA did their upper mos

| would like to expre.
moment that | contacted BIGGA to ask for representation at a series of consultatio

Everyone at BIGGA helped me to get through a difficult time an

process BIGGA helped to form rational arguments to support my claim that th

palmer sat at my side, after propping me and correlating
supporting me in formulating my arguments. Rachael taped all of my meetings with the
described the job of Head Greenkeeper as “hardly rocket science”. At this point Rachael s
professional attitude, assistance and diligence were invaluable throughout this process.
puring the period of my unemployment num
correlating all information and sent it to General Legal Protection. This 0
Through this company a solicitor from Langleys was appointed to represent
was made between myself and my previous employer concerning the re

to that end | was not required to pay
Rachael also arranged for forms to be sent off allo

Revenue.
In Ken Richardson’s capacity as Education and Training Manager h

sponsored by Ransomes Jacobsen. This request was duly granted, an
Course Management course.

| have now completed this succe
student for a turf course.

The award of the scholarship came at a time when | ¢
selected me as their representative for the Toro Student Greenkeeper of the Year an

These are just some of the reasons why | believe that being @ mé

organisation does look after its members extremely well. As my case demons
will lead to greater support, as it is already high on their list of priorities.

For years | never utilised my membership to its full, sim

great comfort to know that during my tem
enough, | believe, to be a member.

It is reassuring that at the point of n
greenkeeping industry.

On a final note please accept my
was a most unexpected surprise to be chosen,
the Hilton Hotel.

Keith Scruton,

ssfully and | was the awar

eed there is someone there able

sincere thanks for selecting me
bearing in mind the calibre of the o

Head GreenkeeDeX, Colne Golf Club

The late David Halford

It is with great regret to h
Wi ear the news of David H. i
oy 4 hadzlv::f;;s :ad a cheery smile whenever Ia ggrr:;jpzfis;”;g i o ki
el o, forr{usnense of humour which he used to g;a(: hlf'fn . 'the S
T e ate to have David teach me machine b
o A Rl 37,Od knack of getting the main point'y e o
g A Z umour to their liking. He had exce St?c"oss pode i
e el oubt he was a unique character. | wa oo il
Ithese e andomm,;;)hr;r;;hu;c;ry renovation club v.vheresv:: :vzz;g e
ooking, pristine machines. It h b ﬂtrip -
ago, the collection of restc;n.:d oo bee."’ P el o e
R i machines that now sit i sl
gt te:{;::‘ei?l:;ebneér' Newgquay in Cornwall.”;f‘)aisb?arr:;:l: i
B 4t e‘awc‘! s success in this business. I-;opeful? Oll‘he’ i
B L pear in a book of some form so that 'y inenint oo
mportant part of the early herita s ol ik

missed by all . :
y all those whose lives he touched. ge of greenkeeping. He will be greatly

David Hask
ell=Crai
raig MG, Course Manager, Maidenh
nhead Golf Club

t to support me during my
n meetings the support was total.

as a green
Id be avoided. During the meetings Rachael

ed where necessary and worked towards

d successfully back into work,
e redundancy cou

evidence to support me. Rachael interven
Golf Club and witnessed my then Club Secretary

ternly defended both greenkeepers and myself. Her

erous things were done to assist me in trying to secu
f course is the company tha
me, after | had
dundancy issue. This I co

anything, as BIGGA were picking up the legal expenses

wing me to claim back part of the costs for my subscriptions to BIGGA

e allowed me to apply for the
d allowed me to complete the final year of my

ded the Ernest Jones Award from Myerscough. This award goes to th

ould not have afforded to pay for th

mber of BIGGA gives excellent value
trates. | do not believe changing the nature of ti

to assist and represent us,

to be the National Finalist for th
ther contestants,

of the help, support and guidance that the Association afforded me over the past year.
bate over the fact that BIGGA was no

t a union and if this

redundancy situation. From the

keeper. During the consultation

re a job. Rachael was extremely useful in
t deals with our legal issues.

peen made redundant. Through him a settlement
uld not have afforded to do on my own, and

from the Inland

higher education training fund that is
HND Turf Science and Golf

e top HND

e final year myself. Allied to this the college
d | am currently in the final.

for money. | believe that the
he organisation

ply because | never had reason to usé it the way | have over the past year. It gave me

pestuous time that the whole of BIGGA was standing

houlder to shoulder with me. Reason
as individuals and the whole of the

e Toro Student Greenkeeper of the Year. It
some of whom | met after my interview at

Many Thanks

| would like to pass on my thanks to the
many greenkeepers who made up the
Support Team for this year’s Open
Championship at Royal St George's.

I\{ot only did the Support Team perform
their duties professionally during the days
of the F‘hampionship, they also aided me in
preparing the bunkers before play got
underway in the morning.

My staff and | enjoyed meeting some old
faces and some new faces in the BIGGA
n'varquee and we look forward to the next
time we meet.

Once again many thanks to th
Team for their invaluable time in ehz;;ﬁr,:;n
the green staff at Royal St Georges.

Neil Metcalf,

Head Greenkeeper,

Royal St George 's Golf Club
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