Autumn is probably a time of the year when
course construction work climbs the list of
priorities. It's that point when often a review
is made of the present facilities and what
work is necessary or can be done to improve
them. No doubt for large reconstruction
projects, such as drainage, landscaping or
the rebuilding of a green, will be undertaken
by outside contractors. It is those smaller
ones that greenkeeping staff are more likely
to undertake themselves and to aid them in
carrying out this work and make it as easy
as possible; manufacturers have come up
with the answers.

Moving earth involves digging holes,
making heaps or cultivating and levelling.
A visit to a plant show demonstrates how
much equipment there is out there to
accommodate virtually any situation. If you
want to, you could “move mountains”.
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SEE WEB SITE FOR
LARGE SELECTION
AND INFORMATION

BLECAVATOR

CULTIVATES TO A DEPTH UP
TO 8 1/2" (220mm). PULVERIZES

- = | THE SOIL INTO A FINE TILTH.
BURIES ROCKS, OVERGROWTH

___9@ | AND DEBRIS FROM THE SUR-

o . | FACE.LEVELS AND RAKES IN

% wﬂ, sl ONE PASS. FINISH ROLLS
N LEAVING A FIRM SURFACE.

\ SOWs GRASS SEED WITH THE
OPTIONAL HOPPER. /

MULTI SCRAPER e
THE MOST VERSATILE LANDSCAPE p—r
CONSTRUCTION TOOL AVAILABLE.
LEVELIING, GRADING , RIPPING.
TIPPING BUCKET IN REVERSE.
TRANSPORTING AND BACK
FILLING. ALSO LARGE RANGE OF
LASER GRADERS SEE WEB FOR

ROTO-RAKE
RAKES OFF STONES, DEBRIS
LEAVING A CLEAN TILTH. LEV-
ELS AND GRADES ACCURATELY
WORKS IN A WIDE RANGE OF
GROUND CONDITIONS. ACTS AS
A ROTARY TILLER - BREAKS UP
CLODS. BI-ANGLING ROTOR AS-
SEMBLY FOR WIND ROWING IN
BOTH DIRECTIONS. ALLOWS
QUICK FITMENT OF OPTIONAL
ROTORS AND ROTARY BRUSH,

TEL: 01778 346222 FAX: 01778 346777
E.mail: sales@blec.co.uk Web site www.blec.co.uk
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" Roland Taylor looks at the tools of the trade and the options
there for you when you come to undertake construction work.

BACKHOES & LOADERS

For the average golf course the most useful piece of kit, for moving soil,
is going to be a backhoe and front loader. These come in a variety of
shapes and sizes, some tractor companies providing purpose built systems
for their own units. There are also a number of specialist manufacturers of
these particular attachments.

Another alternative is one of the small, complete self powered,
machines which are on the market.

Whatever the choice there is usually a wide range of digging buckets
available, including narrow trenching ones and those designed for
cleaning ditches or riverbanks.

SKIDSTERS

The skidster is basically a self propelled, pedestrian operated unit,
which has either a petrol or diesel engine that drives a hydraulic system. A
wide range of attachments can be quickly fitted to, or removed from, this
power source. A list of attachments shows the versatility of a skidster.
These include: various bucket widths, multi-levellers, rotary brushes,
hydraulically operated dozer blades, tine rippers, pallet forks, concrete
breakers, post-hole borers and trenchers.

One of the main advantages of this type of machine is its ability to get
into, and work in very confined areas.

CULTIVATION

There are times when the ground will need cultivating and unlike the
1960s there are a lot fewer pedestrian tillers now available. The choice is
either one with a front rotary bladed assembly or one at the rear behind
two drive wheels. While either of these will do the job, a word of warning
is needed. The rotary cultivator, if used consistently on a site, can form a
pan below the surface at its maximum working depth, which could result
in drainage problems in the future.

Blec Laser Grader

STONE BURIERS
For large areas there are tractor mounted stone burying and soil
renovators. These come in various working widths. A heavy-duty blade

assembly is contra rotated into the ground where it throws soil, rocks and
other debris up into a sorting screen, which then directs the stone and
rubbish into the bottom of the trench created by the rotor. The finer soil
passes through the screen onto the top where it is levelled off. The site is
also rolled to firm up the surface ready for sowing or turf laying tractors of
between 80hp and 150hp, depending on the size of the machine,
required. One company offers a pedestrian version of this machine; it has a
60cm working width.

Where it is necessary to remove stones, before seeding or turfing, the
motorised stone rakes make fast work of this operation. These units consist
of a series of steel tines that are set at an angle, so the unwanted material
is gathered in windrows off the site. There are levelling and grader
attachments for finally getting the site ready. They can be found as
attachments to fit, two wheel and compact tractors and skidsters.
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A working AFT45

MAKING HOLES AND TRENCHES

Regardless of the distance, width, depth or diameter there is now
equipment available to make the removal of the soil as easy as possible
and fast.

For digging trenches there are both pedestrian operated and tractor
mounted versions. A look at a trench such as the AFT45 gives a general
idea of the capabilities of this type of machine. This particular trencher fits
on a compact tractor of between 20hp and 45hp that has a creeper speed
or hydrostatic transmission. Using digging chains the unit is capable of
producing trenches from 12.5cm to 20cm wide and 1.2metres deep.
Special laser grading linkage with solenoid depth control is an option. This
is used in conjunction with lasers to achieve precision drainage grading.

By fitting a large diameter soil slitting wheel the machine then produces
very narrow trenches measuring from 4cm to 10cm wide and 45cm deep.
The removed soil is guided onto a hydraulically driven system to an
elevated conveyor. This illustrates the abilities of one machine; there are a
number of others on the market, including much larger models, which use
similar principles for digging soil out.
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JCB Micro Auger

EARTH AUGERS

Renewing fencing or planting trees then an earth auger is the tool.
Again there are a plenty of choices from one or two men operated ones, to
larger tractor driven units, or as attachments for another piece of

machinery. They usually have a selection of different diameters and depths.

Some companies offer ones especially designed for tree planting, but the
standard ones are also okay, as long as you make sure the bottom of the
hole is broken up, to allow the roots to penetrate.

If | had a
Hammer..

DITCHES AND RIVERBANKS

Although it does not come completely in the category of construction,
the banks of ditches and streams may need some attention before the
winter downpours. Brushcutters or clearing saws are ideal for removing
vegetation and saplings, especially where access is restricted. On more
open areas a flail unit, on an extended arm, will handle most conditions
provided the bank is stable enough to take the weight of the tractor and
attachment. If silting up has occurred in a ditch or stream, then a tractor
with backhoe and ditching bucket is the answer.

45 MULTI-PURPOSE
AF¥ TRENCHER
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FOR COMPACT TRACTORS FROM 20HP.
Specifically designed for use on sportsturf, it
can be fitted with various digging chains or
a high performance slitting wheel.

The optional soil clear-up
 system folds up for easy

Affordable, perfect drainage, cable laying etc.
A.F.T. TRENCHERS LIMITED
Tel: 01787 311811 Fax: 01787 310888
E-mail: info@trenchers.co.uk ® Web site: www.irenchers.co.uk
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SUCTION CLEANERS

The fastest, easiest and most effective way
to clean golf courses
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Samifymom

The COLT The ALL PURPOSE Model

Powerful suction action ensures
thorough course cleaning of
cores, earth residue, scarifyings,
dead grass, grass cuttings,
leaves and general materials —
producing healthy grass and an
attractive environment.

The FERRET
Compact - trailer mounted with
hand applied wander hose.

Visit our web site or call for full details

www.terra-vac.com

Tel +44 (0)1440 712171 Fax +44 (0)1440 714109
TERRA-VAC, HAVERHILL, ENGLAND.
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Accelerated Compost's ‘Rocket’ Range of compost makers

TREE WORK

This is also a good time of the year to carry out tree work. If there is
anything extensive required, it maybe necessary to use a qualified tree
surgeon or arboriculturist.

For lighter pruning jobs, removal of dead branches or unwanted
overhangs a pole pruner fits the bill. The benefit of this type of machine is
that it requires only one operator because their feet remain firmly on the
ground. Where ladders are involved, for safety, two or more people are
required. Pole pruners are usually extendable up to about 2.8metres.

Some companies offer them as part of a package that also includes a
power unit plus interchangeable extended hedgetrimmer, power broom
and brushcutter.

COMPOSTING AND SHREDDERS

Autumn is an ideal time to consider constructing a composting area,
especially on courses which have large amounts of leaves to deal with. As
part of this type of system, a commercial shredder will be required to
ensure that decomposing is accelerated. In these machines the collected
material passes through a drum which has a series of hammers or flails.
These not only chop the debris up, they also open the fibres to allow the
essential organisms access to carry out the work.

Most shredders have a facility for dealing with small branches and light
brushwood, converting them into chips for use on walk ways through
wooded areas. If plenty of woody material is used some grass cuttings can

MIGHT Mini Trommel Screen

also be added. The compost produced is ideal as a mulch and soil
conditioner for the shrubberies or ornamental flowerbeds or areas round a
clubhouse or hotel complex. When deciding on the size of shredder to
purchase the likely amount of organic matter that will be processed over a
12 month period is an important factor to take into consideration.

TIPPING

There is a good chance that large amounts of materials, such as bunker
sand will need to be move around the course. Tipping this can be a lot
easier with a three-way tipping trailer. These allow you to pull up to the
side of a bunker and unload the sand, hydraulically, off the side rather than
out the back, it can help to cut spreading time.

BUY OR HIRE

In an ideal situation it would be an advantage to have many of the
machines mentioned in ones fleet, but in some cases it would be difficult
in justifying the expenditure for items which are generally not going to be
used on a regular basis. In this situation then hiring is the answer and
there are plenty of companies nationwide who specialise in the hire of
plant machinery and ground care equipment.

Whatever the construction, refurbishing or renewal scheduled
programme is this autumn, the key to make life as easy as possible is to
having the right machines to carry out the work. There is no shortage of
them out there.

Greenkeeper International 29





