
Feature listing 
from May 2001 
May 2001; Foot and Mouth Disease Special 
Report; Maintenance Facility report; Bunker 
Sand; ATVs; RainBird Profile; Fineturf Genetics; 
BTME2002 countdown; Electric-powered 
machines 

June 2001; Stoke Park Club profile; 
Stuart Cagle MG; Tractors; Leaf Spot Disease; 
Take All Patch; Construction 

July 2001; Royal Lytham profile; Tees 
Mowers; Fertilisers; Green Grasses; John Deere 
profile; Sandy McDivot; College Listings 

August 2001; Aeration Survey; Machrie GC 
profile; Rough Mowers; Saltex Preview; Dr 
Alan Gange - environmental research; Hayter 
Profile; Ponds; Open Championship review; 
Toro Student of the Year profile; 

September 2001; Ryder Cup preview; Chafer 
Grubs; Drainage; BIGGA National 
Championship preview; Sandy McDivot; 
Machinery Maintenance; Soil Analysis; 
Wild Flowers 

October 2001; Major Award for Walter 
Woods; Royal Portrush GC; Portstewart GC; 
Irrigation; Soil biodiversity; Leaf collection 
systems; Scotsturf preview' Saltex review 

November 2001; BIGGA National 
Championship review; Environment 
Competition winner; Spraying; Toro Awards 
Preview; Cutting regimes; Dyke GC 

December 2001; Toro Award Winners; 
Southern Gailes GC; BTME preview; Specialty 
equipment; Thatch removal 

January 2002; Walton Heath profile; 
Greenkeeping in Denmark; Moving materials; 
A first for Andy Campbell; New products 

February 2002; Harrogate 2002 Review; 
Drainage; Castlerock GC; Trees; Recycling; 
TurfTrax profile; Barn Owl special report 

March 2002; Donnington Valley profile; Utility 
vehicles; Essay competition winner; Irrigation; 
Seeds; Sandy McDivot 

April 2002; Heyrose GC profile; Bernhard's 
Scholarship; De-stress your greens; COSHH 
assessments; Rootzones and topdressing; 
Maintenance facilities; Essay competition 

May 2002; BIGGA Report; Nematodes; Caldy 
GC profile; Multi-tasking machinery; Bunker 
Sand; Essay competition; Fijian GC profile; 
BIGGA Minimum qualification 

June 2002; Finding Fungi; Greetham Valley 
GC profile; Tyres; Calabria GC profile; Lakes 
and Ponds; Poa Annua - Jim Arthur 

July 2002; Open preview; Turf; Steve Isaccs; 
Emissions; Grinding; Rotary Mowers; 
BTME preview; Sandy McDivot 

August 2002; BIGGA Golf Day; Open review; 
Talking Heads - Education & training; Trees; 
Dr Kate Entwistle; Pwllheli GC; Weather; 
Compact Tractors; Saltex preview 

September 2002; National Championship 
Preview; Irrigation; Non Grass Cutters; 
Hawkstone Park; Careers in Greenkeeping 

October 2002; Saltex Review; Golden and 
Silver Key Supporters; Environment Awards; 
Health & Safety; Sustainable Use of Pesticides 

November 2002; Toro Student of the Year; 
National Championship; Drainage; St 
Andrew's Bay; Autumn Problems 

December 2002; BTME & ClubHouse Preview; 
R&A Golf Course committee; Dr Kate Entwistle; 
Pennard GC 

January 2003; Beedles Lake Profile; 
Talking Heads - Chemical Application; 
Rebuilding Golf Greens; Constructive Advice 

February 2003; BTME/ClubHouse Review; 
Royal Liverpool Profile; Irrigation; Nematodes 

March 2003; The Berkshire Profile; 
Meloidogyne; Overseeding Golf Greens; 
Talking Heads - Health & Safety 

April 2003; Oakmere Park GC; Spraying; 
Golf Course Security; Bernhards Delegation; 
Ransomes Jacobsen Profile 

Chairman \ 

Patience is 
the Game 

What goes around comes around. Having endured some of the wettest weather 
any of us can remember over the past couple of years, we are in the middle of 
the driest and warmest March/April people up here in Scotland can remember. 
Temperatures are what we would hope for in the height of the summer, while at 
the moment rain seems like a distant memory. 

People will accuse us of never being happy and 
always having something to gripe about but we all 
know that while excessively wet weather is not what 
we look for, neither is what we have at the moment. 

In the daytime short shirt sleeves are the order of 
the day which is very pleasant but night time frosts 
are still keeping soil temperatures down. In fact, we 
are so dry here at Turnberry that we have had grass 
fires on our course and there have been several fires 
on roadside areas. Now you might expect grass fires in 
the height of a good summer but certainly not at this 
time of year. 

It is ironic that this year it was Augusta National 
which had to put up with torrential rain, which made 
the course unplayable for the start of The Masters, 
while we were having to water our curled up winter 
turfing just to keep it alive. Who would have believed 
that? 

The extended mild spell has meant that we have 
had so much play throughout the winter months, 
which has been followed by almost 4,000 rounds of 
golf on the Ailsa course during the month of March 
alone. This has led to some walkways becoming so 
dry and worn that they are breaking up already and 
we are having to turn our attention to them much 
earlier than we would normally have to. 

Our second course, the new Kintyre, has also been 
very busy, with almost 3,000 rounds of golf in the 
month of March alone. 

Talking of Augusta National. Yes, here we are in that 
time of year when committees expect our courses to 
be in better shape than they are! Unfortunately many 
of them do not realise that despite the recent 

sunshine, as I write, it is still only the middle of April 
and with the ever increasing amount of winter play on 
semi dormant golf courses and the crazy demand for 
fast greens, courses have to pay the penalty with 
UNDESIRABLE grasses or, in some cases, little grass at 
all on their greens. 

But the saddest thing of all is that the resultant 
problems are invariably blamed on the poor 
greenkeeper. What is more alarming is that many 
good, hard working greenkeepers are facing dismissal 
for carrying out these ill advised practices that are 
imposed upon them. BIGGA offers as much support as 
is possible in these situations with the panel of 
experienced greenkeepers available to offer advice 
and mediation on greenkeeping and agronomic issues. 
The opinion of a respected greenkeeper from outwith 
a golf club might just carry enough weight to change 
ill informed views from within. If it does everyone will 
benefit, including the beleaguered greenkeeper and 
the club itself. 

The month of May will soon be upon us and most of 
our courses will be in better shape. Nothing every 
changes. 

Patience is the game. 

George Brown 
Chairman 


