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Education and 
Development 

Fund 

Unlock the doors to progress through BIGGA's 
Education and Development Fund - the key to a 
great future for greenkeepers, golf clubs and the 
game of golf. 
Golden and Silver Key Membership is available to 
both companies and individuals. 
For details, please contact Neil Thomas on 
01347 833800 or via neil@bigga.co.uk 

Golden Key Supporters 

HÀYTER 

TurfTrax 
Golden Key Company 
Company 

Members 
Tel: Head Office 

Gem Professional 01254 356611 

John Deere Ltd 01949 860491 

Hayter Ltd 01279 723444 

Massey Ferguson (AGCO Ltd) 02476 851292 

PGA European Tour 01344 842881 

Rig by Taylor Ltd 01204 677777 

Scotts UK Professional 01473 830492 

Ransomes Jacobsen Ltd 01473 270000 

The Toro Company/Lely UK 01202 319987 

TurfTrax Group Ltd 01722 434000 

^^General Legal 
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Heath Lambert Group 

RJUM$AI*D syngenta 

a s s y a a 
Silver Key Company Members 
Company Tel: Head Office 
Bernhard and Company Ltd 01788 811600 

Ernest Doe & Sons 01245 380311 
General Legal Protection Ltd 01904 611600 

Heath Lambert Group 0113 246 1313 

RainBird 01273 891326 
Syngenta Professional Products 0041 613 233 028 

Wolf Proline 01495 306600 

Silver Key Individual Members 
Clive A Archer; Douglas G Duguid; Robert Maibusch MG; 
Elliott R Small; Steven Tlerney; Richard Lawrence; 
Clive Osgood; David Robinson; Richard Stillwell; 
Stephen Dixon; Ian Semple; Paul Jenkins; Robert Hogarth; 
R Steele; Lee Reif; Raymond Warrender 

Ken Richardson describes his annual trek in search of this year's Toro Student 
of the Year finalists. 

The TORO Student of the 
Year Competition 2003 
When I started this job in 1994, nobody told me that it might involve 
walking through Glasgow at 11.30 pm on a Sunday night. It was all part 
of life's rich experience and I soon reached my hotel for the night and 
the venue of the Scottish Regional Final of the Toro Student of the Year 
Competition. 

Golden Key Individual Members 
J H Fry; J H Greasley; W J Rogers; David S Robinson; 
Stuart Townsend; Andrew Comes; Andy Campbell MG, 
CGCS; Roger Barker; Chris Yeaman; lain A MacLeod; Bruce 
Cruickshank; John Crawford; Stuart Cruickshank 

Silver Key Supporters 

Now in its 13th year, the Toro Student of the Year 
Competition aims to find the top student 
greenkeeper from the 3500 greenkeepers under 
training each year. The Regional Finals, held in 
Glasgow, Manchester, Cheltenham and Harpenden, 
aimed to select eight candidates for the National 
Final, which will be held, this year, at BIGGA HOUSE 
on September 29. 

George MacDonald from Toro, Jim Paton and myself 
gathered together on Monday, June 30 to interview 
seven Scottish Student Greenkeepers. It was 
encouraging to see such a high standard of 
presentation from all seven candidates and there 
was little to choose between them. However, the 
judges had to make a decision and selected Paul 
Todd as the Scottish Regional Winner. 

Paul Todd, who is 27, 
is the Deputy Head 
Greenkeeper at Lanark 
Golf Club, where he 
has been for six years. 
Paul has been a 
greenkeeper since he 
was 16, starting as a 
summer boy. An 
excellent golfer, he 
currently plays off 1.7, 

Paul feels that he has learned a great deal from his 
Head Greenkeeper, Jim Lyon. Currently studying 
Level 3 at Oatridge College, Paul has aspirations to 
run his own course and would like to work 
overseas. 

A lengthy journey from Glasgow to York surrounded 
by a large group of noisy Russian teenagers and an 
early morning drive to Manchester Airport led to the 
next judging location where I was joined by Trevor 
Chard from Toro and Andy Campbell MG CGCS, vice 
Chairman of BIGGA. A long day of judging resulted 
in us selecting two candidates from the North plus 
an Irish Finalist. 

TORO 
STUDENT 

GREENKEEPER of the year 
A W A R D 

The Finalists from the North are Keith Scruton and 
John Talbot with Justin Waddell chosen to represent 
Ireland. 

Keith Scruton is 29 and 
is the Head 
Greenkeeper at Colne 
Golf Club, where he has 
been since the 
beginning of 2003. 
Keith has been involved 
in golf course 
maintenance since 
1989, starting with 

summer work at Darwen Golf Club. Currently 
studying for an HND at Myerscough College, Keith 
has had to fit his studying around the demands of 
his young family. Another keen golfer, playing off 8, 
Keith has ambitions to manage an Open 
Championship venue. 

John Talbot is a native 
of the North East and 
is currently the Head 
Greenkeeper at 
Ravensworth Golf 
Club. Currently 
studying for an HNC at 
Askham Bryan 
College, John wants to 
continue with his 
education and wants 

to study for an MSc at Cranfield University. Another 
golfer, John plays off 8 and plays regularly in 
Competitions. John's ambitions include managing a 
top course in the United Kingdom. 

mailto:neil@bigga.co.uk


Justin Waddell is a 24 years old Assistant 
Greenkeeper from Northern Ireland, where 
he works at the Fortwilliam Club. Justin 
has been a greenkeeper for six years, four 
of which have been at his current dub. 
Justin has ambitions to become qualified to 
Head Greenkeeper standard by the time he 
is 25 and is currently studying Level 3 at 
Greenmount College. Justin plays golf off 
16 and is an exponent of Kick Boxing. 

Back in the car for another long journey saw me crossing the M6 five times 
in an attempt to bypass an accident at Mere, some 10 miles from 
Manchester Airport. I eventually reached Cheltenham, where I met up with 
Peter Mansfield, from Toro and Gordon Irvine MG to judge the candidates 
from the South West and Wales. Dylan Hughes and Bobby Vining were 
selected to progress to the National Final. 

Dylan Hughes, as his name suggests, is a 
native of North Wales, and he works as the 
First Assistant at Pwllheli Golf Club, where 
he has been for seven years. Now studying 
for his Level 3 NVQ at Welsh College, Dylan 
has a range of other qualifications 
including an NVQ in Forestry. Dylan plays 
golf when he can spare the time from his 
project to renovate a 19th Century cottage. 
He wants to progress to be a Course 

Manager, running his own golf course. 

Bobby Vining is a 23 years old Assistant 
Greenkeeper at Mendip Spring Golf Club, 
where bhe has worked for just under two 
years. A love of golf led Bobby to Mendip 
Spring where he has developed his skills 
under the supervision of his Course 
Manager, Ian Harrison. Currently studying 
NVQ 2 at Cannington College, Bobby is 
keen to learn about the full range of jobs 
on a golf course and see how greenkeepers 
cope in warm weather areas, where he 
may even be able to indulge another of his 
passions, American Sports. 

The penultimate leg of my travels took me to Harpenden where Graeme 
Francis, from Toro and Ian Semple, joined me to judge the candidates from 
the South East and the Midlands. After a long day judging 10 candidates, 
we chose Martyn Gray and Robert George to progress to the National 
Final. 

Martyn Gray is an Assistant Greenkeeper at 
Bramley Golf Club which is situated near to 
Guildford. Now 19 years old, Martyn began 
his involvement with greenkeeping through 
work experience when he was still at 
school. Martyn gained a National 
Certificate through study at Merrist Wood 
College where has now completed his 
Level 3 NVQ. A relative newcomer to 
greenkeeping, he has ambitions to move 
quickly through the ranks to become a 
Course Manager. 

Robert plays National League 

Robert George is the Deputy to last year's 
TORO Student of the Year, Murray Long, at 
Coombe Hill Golf Club. A native of 
Australia, Robert decided to travel the 
World after a successful greenkeeping 
career 'Down Under'. As well as moving 
quickly through the ranks in the UK, Robert 
has got married and now has two children. 
He is studying his Level 3 at NESCOT and 
hopes to become qualified this year. As 
well as playing golf off a handicap of 6, 
Baseball, the highest standard in the UK. 

The final leg of my journey was back home to North Yorkshire where I 
could recover from my tiring but, nonetheless, enjoyable week. 
Interviewing candidates for this competition has always given me a 
boost, confirming that I am contributing to the rapid increase in qualified 
greenkeepers. Standards continue to rise each year and the majority of 
greenkeepers now hold formal qualifications, present themselves very 
professionally at interview and have the full support of their golf clubs. 

All eight candidates will assemble at BIGGA House on 28/29 September 
where they will again be interviewed by a panel of judges and be asked 
to conduct a survey of the Aldwark Manor Golf Course. The National 
Winner receives the Toro Scholarship which includes an eight week trip to 
the USA with six weeks at the University of Massachusetts and a visit to 
the GCSAA Conference and Show in San Diego. 

f HUVNAGBMENT 

ClubHouse 

Need Accommodation 
for BTME/ClubHouse 2004? 

DON'T call BIGGA HQ 

CALL the official BIGGA Agent: 
'Reservation Highway1 

Telephone: 01423 525577 
www.reservation-highway.co.uk 

OR SEE PAGE 49 IN THIS MAGAZINE 
OF HOW TO BOOK ON-LINE 

http://www.reservation-highway.co.uk

