Roland Taylor gives some tips on establishing
wild flower areas on your golf course ...

A golf course is ideal for developing
areas of wild flowers, but if these floral
havensare to continué to flourish, they
need to be carefullfumanaged. If left to
their own devices thédominant species
will“éventually crowd out the other
pl mts. Most of theéwild flowers found %
in today’Smixtures Origing ally thrived in
old meadewswhere farmers grazed live-
stock and had™made hay: This, meant,
that periodically, the top growth was
removed and any nutrients this would
have produced werenotreturned tothe
soil. Strange as this may seem, it
encouraged many Species;, cspecially
the rarer varieties to survive. The
removal of the cut material 1S eritical
for another reason - left on the surface
it suffocates the plants inderncath:

When establishing wildflower areas,
this scenario hasto bé eréated and man-
aged. It is not just amatter of hurling
on the seed and Sitting back expecting
results. This is a stre-fire way to failure.

When a site is Ixmgconxuluul itis
important to SoW oF plant indigenous
species to the area. At this stage calling
in the experts is strongly recommend.
Thereis awealth ofexperience out there
to draw from and suppliers can advise
on suitable species and the manage-
ment necessary to Ensure Success.

Preparation ‘of the site is similar to
that for most Seeds, but there are
im]mrmnl differences. A fine weed free
tilth is necessary if healthy germina-
tion is to occur. The soil 5huulx| be low
in nutrients. Iniareas known to have
high fertility; annual weeds need to be
eradicated with a systemic herbicide
and then allow the ground to remain
fallowif possible. There are two alter-
native methods: use subsoil or remove
the topsoil. Whichever one of these is

Sused the final seedbed needs to be cul-

tivated toa depth of 10em with a fine
surface tilth.

Sowmgr'mg:iaiiplucc any time of
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the year as long the right seedbed

conditions canibe created, but the
best time is from mid August to the
end of September

The seed will need mixing thor-
oughly to ensure anéven distribution
of the different species of wild flower.
,, Recommended sowing rates are

rams per m* for mixtures that con-
taimgrasses and 0.5 to I grams per m
for pure wild flower. Broadcast the
seed and follow by raking or harrow-
ing to didepth of 5 mm. Finally, roll
with a ribbed roller to cover the seed
and ensureiits contact with the soil
particles. There are machines on the
market that will carry this out in one
operannn

If the mixture is made up of small
seeds, this can be bulkedout with sil-
ica sand or ground barley at'@atio of
41. ln’ignlinn is not recommended -
let mature take her own course.

The seeds have germinated and
L\u\thln],> 18 looking good, so what
next? Bearingin mind thisis like g grow-
ing a crop, it is necessary to remove
any competition, from weeds and
grasses. As he nlnumc:nnnl be used,
an alternative is n ary and this is
where mowing comes . In the first
year begin cutting in Maigh or April
depending on u)mhlums, “Gut down
to a height of 5cm every two'months
or when the sward reaches I5cmg It is
important that all the cutting matex-
alis removed.

The final cut will be between
September and October. Something
else that needs to be taken into
account is that any persistent weeds,
like docks, will require spot herbicide
treatment or ]‘t‘l“()\'ilIA

By the time the'second year comes
round the wildflowers should begvell
established and the mowing regim@is

completely different. Bt'u\'cu\ M archy,

and April the first cut and collect

ld

should be carried
out leaving the sward
at a height of 7.5em. The
second cutds doneat the same height
at the end of the flowering season,
which can ogcur somewhere between
August and Octoberdepending on cli-
mate. A further tidy up operation may
be required in the autumn.

Failures can ogcur especially in the
first year and amongst these is that the
high levels of maintenance required
have not been realised plus all the cut
material must be removed. This later
operation can be extremely expensive
and labour intensive if the right equip-
ment is not used.

In this country you gannot bank on
the weather, and if the'past few years
are .m\lhmg to go bysmere often than
not its going to be soaking wet and
thick Tush growth. Cutting and col-
lecting ¢an be a nightmare in these
“Situations. Machinery continually has
to Bey stopped and the system
unblockedithus considerably slowing
down the operation. When consider-
ing mowers for thistype of work there
are some important pointstotake into
account. The rotary principle relies

heavily on moving grass out of the cut=*

ting deck fast, otherwise it quickly
builds up and slows down the blade,
this compounds the problem and
results in the unit finally stalling.
During this process, both engine pow=
er and fuel are soaked up, plus
components are placed under consid=
erable loading.

Bearing all this in mind, the ideal
maghine is one that gets rid of cut
mategial from the deck fast, so the out-
let chute needs to be as wide and as
deep as'possible with no ebstructions
between blade and the back of the col-
lectorIn addition, the cutting system
has to be designed so that the maxi-

Samum power is constantly available to

[y

the blades to maintain tip speed.

When ¢onsidering machinery for
this type of application, demonstra-
tions should be carried out on the
same day in the same conditions,
preferablywet, then a true pieture can
Lc seen of cach one's capabilities.
Cutting dry, fairly short vegetation is
relativelyeasy. It’s the tough, lush, wet
growth that sorts th men from the
lm\s

Conclusion
® Get the initial seedbed right.

@ The quality and purity of the mixtures is
vital, so only the best should be used.
As with most products today,
cheapness can be a recipe for disaster
as some projects have proved in the
past.

® Check the mixtures that you are buying
are clean and not just harvested
straight from a meadow. Use reputable
companies who specialise in wild
flowers,

@ Follow the correct mowing schedule.

@ Before deciding, have mowers
demonstrated in the worst possible
conditions, .e. wet and thick growth.
Thewrong equipment can turn itinto a
very expénsive | Iabour intensive =

operation.

After the first year, the maintenance
programme is relatively strai htfor-
ward and a wild Aower s
virtually take care of itself, pmvudnfg
the correet mowing programme is car-
ried out. Because suitable conditions

Vo

- will

arc available, other species thanthose

sown will often colonise it.
The key to success is to seek expert
advice from day one and ensure you

haye the right mowers to maintain’

the sites.
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