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DON’T PAY °TIL MAY 2002

Buy any TEXTRON Golf and Turf product and pay nothing until May 2002.

For further details and other finance options, please call the Textron Total Care Finance Sales Desk.

Terms and conditions apply.

Call 01932 359266 for details
www.textronsolutions.com TEXTRON

Textron Total Care Finance is a trading style of
ING Lease (UK) Twelve Ltd, Apex Court, Camphill Road, West Byfleet, Surrey KT14 6SQ. TOTAL CARE FINANCE
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Your next issue of Greenkeeper International
will be with you by October 8, 2001

Regulars

News
Pages 4, 5,6 and 8

Letters

Education Update
Education and Training Manager, Ken Richardson, puts the finishing
touches to the comprehensive education programme at Harrogate

Membership
BTME2002 Update
Around the Green

Housing Associations
Sandy McDivot gets a few things off his chest ... as usual

Features Listing
Helping you track down some of Greenkeeper International’s
previous articles

As | see it...

BIGGA National Chairman, Clive Osgood, manages to fit a
presentation, pass on his congratulations to Walter Woods, attend a
Board meeting, visit an old colleague, go on holiday and still have
time to enjoy the blooming heather on Walton Heath

HAVE YOU CLICKED ON YET?
Visit www.bigga.org.uk and check out the
latest chat from the greenkeeping industry

Features

Chafer Grubs
Dr Ruth Mann, of the STRI, looks at the world of the Chafer
Grub

Wild Things
Roland Taylor takes time to smell the flowers

Drain Power
Jim Crabbe explains how taking care of drainage issues can
reduce course closures when the rains come.

Maximum Impact

Kevin Marks visited Bargoed Golf Club to look
at the equipment maintenance regime that is
reaping benefits at the Mid Glamorgan club.

Just Champion
The entrants in the 2001 BIGGA National Championship are in
for a real treat.

Up for the Cup

Scott MacCallum met up with Dave Sammels,Courses
Superintendent at The De Vere Belfry, to discuss the
forthcoming Ryder Cup match

Soil Analysis - Unravelling the mystery
Daniel Binns leads you through the confusing path of soil
analysis
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Where does all
the time go?,

It seems amazing that as I sit writing this col-
umn David Toms has just been crowned USPGA
Champion and the Hour Majors of the season
have all been played. It doesn’t seem like five
minutes ago that I was sitting in this self same
seat wishing you well for the start of the golf sea-
son.

Where does all the time go? I'm sure if we took
time to look at it we could account for every sec-
ond but it doesn’t half seem like nothing more
that a blink of an eye at times. I do think that
the pace of life in this country; in particular, is a
little manic at times and we could all do with
slowing the pace down. Our sanity might then

be preserved a little longer.
szllkin of the USPéf\ Championship. The

venue, the Atlanta Athletic Club, hosted the first
round of the Hayter International Cup back in
1998. 1 recall the occasion quite vividly because
there was a wonderful statue in honour of Bobby
Jones, for whom the Athletic Club was a home
golf club together with a fine museum in his hon-
our,

It was a “big” golf course in every sense of the
word and the players in the Hayter Internationat
couldn’t help but feel privileged to have the
chance to pay it and all acquitted themselves well.

I remember standing on the Ist tee on a glori-
ously sunny morning watching them all tee off
and not one of them failed to strike a fine tee
shot despite probably being as nervous as they
have ever been on a golf course. Well wouldn't
you if you were representing either “The Rest of
the World” or “The Americas”?

This month we include a preview of the Ryder
Cup at The De Vere Belfry and the work of Dave
Sammels and his team. The Brabazon Course
will be hostinﬁts fourth Ryder Cup and what-
ever you say about the rights and wmng:}i the
course hosting “The Greatest Show on Earth” so
often you cannot but admire the transformation
that has taken place on the course.

The course used to be defined by about three
holes - the 10th, the 18th and, to a slightly less-
er extent, the 9th. Elsewhere it was a bit of a slog
with a lack of memorable holes. It is only
my opinion but if the ‘93 Ryder Cup hadn't seen
so many matches go down the last and produce
real drama 1 dmi)t whether the Ryder Cup
Committee could have justified taking the Ryder
Cup back to the course for an unprecedented
fourth visit.

Now, however, there are any number of inter-
esting holes any one of them capable of producin
the sort of excitement for which the I%der Cup
is famous, So while 2001 will undoubtedly be
The De Vere Belfry’s Ryder Cup swan song I'm

sure that the Brabazon's con-
tribution to the 2001 Ryder

Cup Match will be a mem-

orable one.

Scott MacCallum
Editor

Textron unveil new branches

Textron is opening three branch-
es in strategic areas of the UK in
\UIL)P()!‘[ of their dealer network.

Representing  a  significant
investment in both people and
premises the new branches will
aim to enhance the quality of ser-
vice, sales and parts support with
direct links to Textron’s head-
quarters in Ipswich.

The launch of the new branch-
es come following the termination
of dealership agreements with ET
Breakwell Ltd and Henton &
Chattell Ltd by mutual consent
in July.

“This latest move represents a
major investment for Textron Golf,
Turf & Specialty Products,” said
Harold Pinto Managing Director.

“It demonstrates our commit-
ment to our municipal and golf
customers in Warwickshire, the
West Midlands, Hereford &
Worcester, Leicester,  Notts,
Derbyshire and Yorkshire. The
Nottingham facility will provide a
strategically located service centre
with Solihull and Pontefract offer-
ing a complete sales, service and
parts operation for their respective
territories,” he explained.

The new hmnclw\ in Redditch,

Worcestershire, Selby in North
Yorkshire and Mansfield in
Nottinghamshire are progressing
at a rate of knots with the
Redditch premises scheduled to
open by the end of August.

Staffing is virtually complete
with Textron having received an
overwhelming response to press
advertisements from applicants
with experience of the turf and
sweeper industries in general and
their products in particular.

“We have reacted extremely
quickly and efficiently to the ter-
mination of the ~dealership
agreements with Breakwell’s and
Henton & Chattell. We nomi-
nated Alan Prickett, former
Senior Regional Sales Manager to
head up the Branch structure. He
has already appointed a good
number of quality people and
found premises which suit our
needs,” said Glynn Patrick,
Textron’s Sales Director.

“We have taken a three month

lease of Henton's former premis--

es in Leeds to provide an
immediate presence in this area
and have leased a modern indus-
trial unit of 8,500 sq ft at Selby
that will be the permanent hub

for our Yorkshire operation. We
already have a service team oper-
ational in this region.

“We have sourced a building at
Redditch, which totals over
14,000 square feet that will be
operational before the end of
August. One of the new team,
Peter Cooper, Breakwell's former
Sales Manager will head up the
sales team that will market our
turf and industrial sweeper prod-
ucts. He will be supported by two
Area Sales Managers responsible
for Hereford & Worcester,
Warwickshire and the West
Midlands. A fully equipped
workshop will accommodate a
workshop manager, two techni-
cians, two field technicians and a
fully resourced parts department.
Most of these people are already
on board,” explained Glynn

“We have been pleasantly sur-
prised by the high number of
quality people who have applied
for a wide range of jobs. Most of
them have experience of either
the turf or industrial sweeper
industry, and many are already
familiar with our products,” he
added.

Scotts to distribute Casoron in the UK

Uniroyal Chemical and The
Scotts (fnmp;m\' announce the
signing and imp]cmcnmtion of a
new distribution and marketing
agreement  for  Uniroyal’s
Casoron brand dichlobenil,
whereby Scotts will act as
Uniroyal’s  distributor  of
Casoron products for the ameni-
ty market in the U.K. This new
arrangement is aimed at increas-
ing product availability and
service to customers.

Casoron, which contains
dichlobenil, is a pre-emergence

granular herbicide widely used in
the UK landscape and amenity
sector. The product can be
applied among established plant-
ings, controlling annual and
perennial weed growth for a full
SCASON.

“We are pleased to announce
Scotts as our UK distributor,
Casoron fits neatly into their her-
bicide product range and they
offer us increased distribution
opportunities. This is an impor-
tant product range for us and as
such, we are determined to pro-

vide the long-term availability of
Casoron in the European Union
in spite of the high related regis-
tration costs,” said Marcus
Meadows-Smith, of Uniroyal.

“We are delighted that
Uniroyal has decided to support
Casoron through the EU review
process thus preserving the prod-
uct. For our part, we will
continue to distribute Casoron
throughout the industry, and
customers should experience no
disruption of supply,” said Dave
Steward of Scotts.

Top Award

Tractors distributed in the UK
by Charterhouse Turf Machinery
have scooped a major European
award for their innovative fea-
tures. The Antonio Carraro Ergit
TC and Ergit TN tractors tri-
umphed in the ‘Best of
Specialised’ category in the
Tractor of the Year Awards
announced during the recent
FIMA exhibition in Zaragoza,
Spain.

A panel of 12 trade journalists,
representing a dozen European
countries, considered 19 tractors
from all over the world. To be eli-
gible, a tractor had to have been
publicly launched before the end
of November 2000, and in pro-
duction by the end of that year.

“We sincerely congratulate
Antonio Carraro on winning this
prestigious award,” says David
Jenkins, Managing Director of

for Carraro Tractors

Charterhouse Turf Machinery.
“This confirms our belief that

these tractors break the gould

of conventional compact units,

with power outputs starting
where others leave off and
unique features that set them
apart.




Sisis and Lloyds form an alliance

Sisis and Lloyds, two of the trade’s
longest established British manu-
facturers, are getting together to
make the popular Lloyds Paladin
hand mower more widely available
to smaller clubs.

Sisis will sell the Paladin to sports
clubs while Lloyds will continue to
supply Local Authorities, golf clubs
and existing customers, direct from
Letchworth.

The Paladin celebrates its 40th
birthday this year, but has been con-
tinuously updated over the years
and is recognised as a ‘Rolls-Royce”
among mowers. The Paladin is made
from high grade aluminium castings
which never rust. It has been
designed for mowing excellence on
fine turf with features for maximum
operator comfort and safety.

“We are confident that the Paladin
will complement our comprehen-
sive range of high quality
maintenance products for bowling,
tennis and cricket clubs. We have
always had a high regard for Lloyds
and Co and the Paladin complies
with the Sisis criteria of reliability
and quality. We look forward to a
long and mutually beneficial rela-
tionship with l.l()t\'d\" said Sisis
Sales Manager Keith Vertigan.,

“Lloyds and Sisis have always

had a very good relationship and
have worked closely together over
the years, We see this partnership
as a g(md ()pp()l'lllﬂil)‘ to make

the Paladin more accessible to
the sports club market,” said
Lloyds Managing Director Clive
Nottingham.

Speedcut

adds new
trencher to
their fleet

Speedcut Contractors Ltd has added
another Mastenbroek 10/1 2D sport-
sturf drainage trencher to their fleet of
company owned, specialist machinery.
This recent acquisition is the latest in
sportsturf drainage technology and
comes fully fitted with soil elevator,
extra wide tracks and state of the art
laser grade facility.

Contracts Manager, Kevin Smith
has put the machine to work imme-
diately, and hopes this new addition
will help them to satisfy the increased
demand for their sportsturf drainage
services.
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The Phantom Pilot

Many of you will have enjoyed the
piece in last month’s magazine about
our greenkeeping pilot. However, due
to an oversight by the Editor, the
excellent article went unattributed, so
many people will not have known
that the Flying Greenkeeper was in
fact Jon Budd, of Ham Manor Golf
Club, in Littlehampton.

Sorry about that Jon and good luck
with the rest of the lessons.

Chris joins Greenlink

Greenlink  International  has
appointed Chris Wild as Regional
lechnical Sales Manager for the
South of England.

Chris will be known to many in the
sports turf and amenity industry hav-
ing worked for Rhone Poulenc for
many years and was the company’s
Iechnical  Manager for its
Environmental Products Amenity
business. Most recently he has been
working as Sales Support Manager
for a major agricultural company in
eastern England. He holds qualifica-
tions in ecology (MI BIOL), an HNC
in applied biology and is BASIS reg-
istered in both Amenity Horticulture
and Crop Protection.

Chris has returned to the amenity
industry to provide a technical and
commercial field resource to users
and distributors for GreenLink’s
increasing range of specialist products
such as Blazon, Integrate, Green-
Releaf microbials and a soon to be
launched range of speciality foliar
nutrients. Living in Essex, Chris is
married with two children is a keen
sailor and gardener and is an
Associate of the Institute of Biology:

Latest news?
www.bigga.org.uk/news.html
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Nothing left
to chance by
Barenbrug

Barenbrug UK's policy of ‘zero zero'
testing the grass seed mixtures that the
company formulates for turf produc-
tion reassures growers that their
valuable crop will be of the purest qual-
ity possible, free of any undesirable
material. Barenbrug’s specialists will be
on hand at Saltex to explain the con-
cept, as well as giving full details of the
quality mixtures the company has
tl(\(ll)l)ul especially to meet turf grow-
ers’ needs.

Seed quality is crucial for turf pro-
duction. It is essential that a mixture is
completely free from diseases and
unwanted varieties that could weaken
or damage the sward. Carried out under
the scrutiny of Andy Sadler,
Barenbrug’s Production Manager, zero
Zero lk\lll]L ensures que l[ll\ is main-
tained at two key stages in the
pr(xlu(linn process: the h wrvesting of
the original seed and the formulation
of the final mixture.

In the first stage, grass is grown for
seed production by dPPIT)\ul growers
who are carefully chosen by Barenbrug
for their ability U)pI(Khlu vields of high
quality and quantity. two 30g samples
are taken of the seed crop, one of which
is tested at Barenbrug's laboratories and
the other being assessed independent-
ly by MAFE If the sample passes the
analysis, then the rest of the crop is
stored carefully at Barenbrug's ware-
houses at Hm) St Edmunds and
assigned to individual turf producers

The second stage of the zero zero
process begins when the seed is mixed
with varieties at Barenbrug's specialised
mixing plant, in strictly regulated pro-
portions for optimum turf production.
Again, two 30g samples are tested, one
in-house and the other by MAFE This
ensures that the zero zero standard has
been maintained and that Barenbrug’s
mixtures are completed free from any
undesirable seed or diseases.

Section Event?

www.bigga.org.uk/events.html

New role for Chris

Chris Turpie has been appointed
Sales Representative for Turf
Management Systems, a division of
Boughton Loam Ltd.

Chris will cover the area of West
London and the Home Counties and
will be able to offer his advice to
clients from his experience with the
London Golf Club.
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Textron claim top exporters award

Textron Golf, Turf & Specialty
Products has won the prestigious
Anglia Business Awards Exporter of
the Year for 2001.

Organised jointly by Barclays Bank
and the East Anglian Daily Times and
sponsored by Eversheds solicitors, the
award was presented to Marketing
Director, Peter Bell by TV presenter
Helen McDermott, at a gala dinner
at Hintlesham Hall Hotel,

“I am absolutely delighted that we
have won this prestigious award as it
recognises the superb team effort here
at Textron, from manufacturing
through sales and marketing to the
management team,” said Harold
Pinto, Managing Director.

“We have worked particularly hard

Midland Region
Golf Management
Trophy winners

The winning Hartsbourne Golf &
Country Club team clinched the
first Midland Region  Golf
Management Trophy events held at
Verulam Golf Club recently. The
picture shows Shaughn Whyte,
Club Secretary; Allan Wagman,
Club Captain; David Futerman,
Greens Chairman; David Stenton,
Head Greenkeeper and Mike Jupp,
of sponsors Scotts. The portrait
behind the winners is of Samuel
Ryder, of Ryder Cup fame.
A fuller report of the event appears
in the Midland Region area of
Around the Green.

on our export marketing strategy and
have witnessed significant growth in
sales to the former USSR states and
Eastern Europe. Overall, export sales
accounted for 56% of our business
last year, with sales to the Czech
Republic increasing 10-fold in the last
two years. Our golf car sales have
remained very strong, especially to
the warmer climes of Southern
Europe, in particular Spain and
Portugal,” he explained.

“None of this could have been
achieved without the commitment
and enthusiasm of the tremendous
team of people here at Ipswich and |
am thrilled that their combined
efforts have been recognised by this
award,” added Harold.

Sales boost for Scottish Grass Machinery

Scottish Grass Machinery has driven
past the £3 million annual sales mark
for the first time with its range of fine
turf mowers for golf courses.

Having notched up the 100th sale of
Jacobsen machines to some of
Scotland’s leading golf courses,
Inverkeithing-based company  esti-
mates that the sales of Jacobsen
u]mpmml accounted for 55% of all
fine turf equipment sold in Scotland
last year.

SGM's fine turf success comes on the
back of it setting up a specialist golf
division which ensures that greenkeep-
ers and other staff at courses only ever
deal with dedicated Jacobsen salesmen,
after care, parts and services personnel.

I'he new division works closely with
greenkeepers, club secretaries, greens
conveners and captains to ensure that
Scottish golf makes a quality contribu-
tion to lh\ Scottish tourism industry.

“We at SGM do not see ourselves just
as suppliers of equipment to our cus-
tomers, but partners in ensuring that
every course we supply always looks its
very best. With the Scottish tourism
business apparently not having its trou-
bles to seek this year, the perfect
presentation of a course is now more
vital than ever, whether the ambitious
local course looking to boost its visitor
income, to courses like the Roxburghe,
Turnberry and Gleneagles, which act as

tourism magnets for all of Scotland,”
said David Mclnroy, Managing Director
of Scottish Grass Machinery:

The company has also appointed
Brian Kemp as its new Service Manager.

Brian joins SGM with an intimate
knowledge of Textron’s Jacobsen brand
h;\\'ing managed a workshop for 15
years in the ground care machinery sup-
ply I)usmus

“Before working in the ground care
machinery supply business I worked in
the motor uulusm for 25 years, 15 of
which were as service manager. | am
delighted to join such a forward think-
ing company allowing me to use my

vast knowledge and experience to help
S(.M ensure that all of their customers
continue to receive first class service,”
said Brian.
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HOLSTER

keep it by your side

Holster will control more problem weeds in
your turf than any other turf herbicide.
Specifically developed to target hard-to-kill
broad-leaved weeds in amenity turf, Holster
has the unique combination of 3 powerful
killing ingredients that provides effective
weed control with low application rates.

But whilst Holster is tough on weeds it is also
gentle on grass. In fact it's safe to use on
newly sown grass after just two months and
has excellent grass safety.

So keep Holster by your side and win your war
on weeds.

SumiAgro Amenity

A division of SumiAgro (UK) Ltd

Holster is a registered trademark of SumiAgro (UK) Ltd.

Holster contains fluroxypyr, 2, 4-D and dicamba.

Holster is distributed by SumiAgro Amenity a division of SumiAgro (UK) Ltd., Merlin House,
Falconry Court, Bakers Lane, Epping, Essex CM16 5DQ. www.sumiagro.co.uk

Tel No: 01992 563700 Fax No: 01992 563800 e-mail: sumiagro@sumiagro.co.uk
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ime-honoured look

xh the pages of
Greenkeeper Inte mmvunnl
from a decade ago

‘The Day A Golf Course
Drowned'

was the startling headline ten
years ago. On January 5th 1991
Jim Paton's nightmare came true,
caused by a monstrous storm
dumping its full icy wrath directly
over West Kilbride golf course
during the afternoon. The
destruction took less time than it
takes to play a round of golf, the
desolation indicating a score of
‘two under’, two holes gone to a
watery grave. A 16 hole
Championship course seemed a
distinct possibility. Like many a
good drama this one had a happy
ending, for on April 1st - just 84
back-breaking days after the
tempest - a proud Jim Paton and a
relieved club committee,
presented a rebuilt West Kilbride
to the cream of Scotland's youth
for the Scottish Boys Matchplay
Championship.

‘The Great Debate' on putting
green construction was taking
place within ‘Greenkeeper
International’. Jim Snow, National
Director, USGA Green Section
wrote that, “Admittedly, there is
little that is foolproof in the world,
but USGA greens are by far the
safest bet when it comes to green
construction. For all of the
criticism, no-one has come
forward with a scientifically based,
time-tested method that's better,
or even cheaper. During the past
year we've heard from every
imaginable corner of the game
about how the USGA ought to
change its specs to make them
easier, faster and cheaper”. Rest
assured, however, that the USGA
is not going to put its name on
construction methods designed
primarily to make green
construction easy, fast and cheap -
without including the foolproof.
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Confessions of a Greens Chairman

[here can be more more fitting
author for this latest STRI publication
than Malcolm Peake, a man whose
passion for golf course conditioning
and knowledge of what is required to
achieve the best possible results are
second to none.

Without mentioning any names,
many Chairman *of Green-Course
Manager/Head Greenkeeper relation-
ships are adversarial but Malcolm
takes a more enlightened approach -
finding out what needs to be done and
then working closely with his Course
Manager ‘to make it happen. In
Malcolm’s case at Temple Golf Club
with Course Manager Martin Gunn,
the relationship between the two is as
good as you would find anywhere and
llu results they have achieved at
[emple bear testimony to the quality
of their working relationship.

Confessions of a Greens Chairman
includes brief history of Temple Golf
Club but not in the usual sense. It
describes the course management
practices and philosophies including
minutes from Greens Committee
meetings and charts how the course’s
came in the 1970s with the introduc-
tion of an irrigation system coupled
with new h: ndu golf balls.

Malcolm then reports on the resur-
gence of the club from 1990 beginning
with the arrival of Jeff Perris of the
STRI as agronomist and Martin Gunn
as new Head Greenkeeper.

Ihe book looks at the approach

I'l‘klllil\'(l to reinstate
the course - intensive
aeration programme,
hefty investment in
staff, machinery and
compound - none of
which were popular
with much of the mem-
bership and all relevant
to other golf clubs
which need to take the
same approach.

T'he book then takes
in the new holistic
management
approach and the eco-
logical management
which has gone on at
[emple together with
practical advice on
Greens  Committees
and the need for conti-
nuity as well as the
pnliii(\ which often
cloud the issues,

Confessions of a
Chairman of Green by
Malcolm Peake is a
must read for anyone
taking on such a role but it should also
be required reading for everyone
involved at committee level at golf
clubs. In addition greenkeepers them-
selves for whom Malcolm has the
utmost admiration, should have a read
as the book gives an insight into the
thinking of Chairmen of Green which
could be invaluable. SM.

course

CONFESSIONS OF A
CHAIRMAN OF GREEN

Studies in Golf Course Management No.3

by Malcolm Peake

Published in full colour the book

contains 34 illustrations and six cartoons.
Copies can be obtained direct from STRI
or via the on-line bookshop on the STRI
website www.stri.co.uk priced £11.95 plus
post and packing.

The Oatridge Eight

The recent Oatridge Agricultural College prize giving ceremony saw eight student
greenkeepers being honoured for their achievements.They are Back Row Left to right.
Jeffrey Bailey, Steven Ness, Lee Girbon, Paul Dumma, Adam Sherwood. Front row.
Steven Gray, James Spiers and James Shanks.

New device
comes to the aid
of bunker rakes

Anidea aimed at encouraging golfers
to use the rakes provided for them has

been introduced by Newart and
Accessory Distributors.

“Rake up” is a clip on support lift-
ing the hand clear of the sand and
preventing the handle from lying in
often damp or wet sand.

The clip is designed to self adjust and
fit a variety of handle thicknesses and
can be reused when the rake is even-
tually discarded.

Lifting the handle clear of the sand
also allows the ball a clear run into the
centre of the bunker with minimal
obstruction.

The Rake Up is priced at £3 each
and is packed in 10s and 50s.

For fturther information Tel: 020
8275 0018.


http://www.stri.co.uk

Avoncrop re-launch
seaweed products

Avoncrop range of seaweed products
Surf to Turf is to be re-launched.

The new improved range will offer
turf managers a wider choice of liquids
and a new and enhanced soil improver.
Both avoncrop and Putlcons willl joint-
ly market the New Surf to Turf range,
giving nationwide availability.

The new range consists of one granu-
lar mmpmkd seaweed soil improver
with 7% potassium and five seaweed
liquids, Triple Seaweed containing 27%
seaweed extract. Seaweed plus 6%
chelated iron; Seaweed with 20% nitro-
gen, Seaweed plus 12-0-7 + I %
chelated iron and finally Seaweed plus
240-15 + 0.5 % chelated iron. This liq-
uid range offers the turf manager
analysis to complement almost all nutri-
tional programmes for use throughout
the seasons. They will encourage deep-
tooted -healthy turfas well as
stimulating beneficial organisms.

The soil improver is a fermented sea-
weed rich in  trace elements.
carbohydrates and plant growth stimu-
lants, providing sustained nutrition for
plants and beneficial micro organisms.

Grade ‘A’ success

Turfgrass professionals trading with
British Seed Houses are starting to claim
over £5000-worth of free industry train-
ing thanks to the outstanding success of
the company’s Grade A Club launched
at the start of 2000.

Customers have been amassed train-
ing credits based on the value of Grade
A seed mixture business done with the
company. Partners in the scheme include
JOG, BIGGA, STRI and LANTRA and
the credits generated can only be
redeemed for training courses and mate-
rials available from these organisations.

British Seed Houses™ Director, Simon
Taylor, said that the company had been
delighted by the response to the scheme
and was now keen to ensure that cus-
tomers get the best value for their
lmining credit.

“The club has proved to be extremely
popularwith the full spectrum of ground
care professionals employed within the
landscape industry.: Membership is still
growing and customers are now starting
toredeem their credits to help fund train-
ing courses and educational materials
from our four partners,” he said.
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New NGCAA Secretary

It is with great pleasure that I write
to inform you that the Executive
Committee have appointed my suc-
cessor, Michael Shaw, who will take
up his post on Monday. Michael lives
in Cheshire but will be working from
the Bakewell office for the foreseeable
future and I shall be working along-
side him until I retire at the end of
September.

Michael has a unique set of skills.
He is a qualified s:jicitor who has
recently held an academic post deliv-
ering law degree courses. He is a past
secretary, captain and president of
Regent Park Golf Club and is cur-

rently a member of Fairfield Golf
Club playing off a handicap of 10.

Micluwl is keen to continue to
maintain close relationships with the
governing bodies and other organisa-
tions in the game and he will be
contacting you in the near future to
introduce himself and to discuss cur-
rent matters.

May I thank you for the kind con-
sideration that’ BIGGA has always
shown to our Association, and to me
personally over the last ten years.

Jean Brock, Secretary, National Golf
Clubs' Advisory Association

Stamp out golfer pressure

In your editorial in the August issue
of the magazine you invite comments
on the need for communication with
members of golf clubs on the subject
of aeration.

You may be aware that I have been
asked to talk at Harrogate in January
and give a member’s view on the sub-
ject of “Preparation for Winter”.

I have been exercising my mind as
to what to talk about and how to
approach the subject and had already
concluded that one of the main
thrusts, if not THE main thrust,
should be communication, and how

it can be improved to get better co-
operation from golf club members.

Like you [ am horrified, and that is
not too strong a word, to learn that
greenkeepers do not aerate as much
as they would like because of “Golfer
Pressure”. Obviously there is some-
thing wrong which has to be
addressed. I hope I may stimulate
some interesting questions on this
subject in January.

Arthur King, Former Chairman of Green,
Lymington, Hants

Open thanks 1

Hugh Campbell and I would like to
hass on our thanks to everyone at

IGGA who was involved in making
this year's Open Championship run
s0 smoothly.

Without the assistance of our vol-
unteers, it would have been
impossible to stage the event and the
efforts of everyone involved are most
appreciated.

Peter Dawson, Secretary, R&A

Open thanks 2

I'would like you to convey my grate-
ful appreciation to all the members
of the Open Championship BIGGA
Su J)pon Team

our assistance was most welcome,
duly rewarded by some thrilling golf
and hopefully some fond memories.

Paul Smith, Head Greenkeeper,
Royal Lytham and St Annes Golf Club

Open thanks 3

Just a quick note to send all con-
cerned my congratulations for the
hard work done during The Open
Championship where everyone did a

lcn(li(l job and added so much to
tEc elegance and running of the
Championship.

Peter Alliss, Farnham, Surrey

You've got m@il!

If you've.got an email account why
not send an‘email to us here.at

as. thappens

Send an email tot:
reception@bigga.co,

Remember to include the word
‘updates’ in your subject field

Next month: Amistar response

The letter which appeared last
month  under the heading
Wellingborough's Rash Problem has
come to the attention of a number of
ren‘plc. individuals and interested
bodies, because it highlighted the fact
that the golf club had been using a
product - Amistar - which is not

cleared for amenity purposes

Due the fact that the deadline for
this magazine was so close to the cir-
culation of the August issue it has not
been possible for those people to for-
mulate a written response in the time
available and so these contributions
will appear in next month’s magazine.

If rapid establishment, high wear tolerance and slow regrowth after mowing

The finest turf from tee

Medallion turf for golf tees is typically sown as Aberelf (Perennial Ryegrass) 25%,
Bargreen (Chewings Fescue) 20%, Barcrown (Slender Creeping Red Fescue) 35%,
Limousine (Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass) 20%.

All the cultivars we use are highly ranked in independent testing by the STRI
(see “Turfgrass Seed 2001" published by STRI).

are important to you — specify Rolawn Medallion for your tees.

For a quote, sample and peace of mind
call Rolawn on Tel: 01904 608661

to green

R()lawn

WWW. rolawn co. uk

S h
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This month, Ken Richardson, BIGGA's Education and
Training Manager, puts the finishing touches to the
comprehensive education programme at Harrogate

Get the most from your education ©

September is the month when the
Education and Training Department
begins to finalise the arrangements for
the Continue to Learn Week in
Harrogate, co-ordinate the final stages
of the Golf Environment Competition,
organise the Country Finals for the
[TORO Excellence in Greenkeeping
Competition, encourage members to
submit their entries for the BIGGA
Essay Competition, compile and pub-
lish the findings of the Standing
Committee for Greenkeepers Pay and

Conditions of Service, arranging the
Education Programme for the Golf Club
Show and organising regional and sec-
tion training courses.

Regular readers of this column will
have seen that the Continue to Learn
programme for Harrogate has a range

of opportunities for all levels of green-
keeper to continue to learn and develop.
There is a wide range of options

throughout the week and you will need
to study the Continue to Learn
brochure very carefully, when it is deliv-

ered with your October copy of

Greenkeeper International. Remember
to book early to reserve your place(s)
on the sessions of your choice.

['hanks to the committed members
who contacted BIGGA HOUSE
requesting a range of subjects which
they would like to see presented at local
venues. Full details will be sent to

Sections and Regions in early October

and will appear in Greenkeeper
International.

e @ Bob Taylor and Lee
Penrose have been busy
judging the entries in the
° BIGGA Golf Environment
Competition, visiting clubs
® ® around the Country and
L] trying to select Regional
" Winners, prior to Dr Keith
Duff judging those winners to select a
National Winner. Standards continue to
improve each year, which is very well
illustrated in BIGGA's latest publication
The Wildside of Golf. The competition has
continued to run thanks to the support of
the R&A but a major sponsor is still
required to give the competition a long
term future.

Country winners in
England, Scotland and
Ireland have been selected
for the TORO Excellence in
Greeenkeeping
Competition with the
Country Finals taking place
early this month. Judges will select four
candidates for the National final which
takes place in Boroughbridge on 30
October.

Remember, that
the BIGGA CPD
Scheme started
the year
2001/2002 on
1July. Register
on the scheme
by contacting Sami at BIGGA HOUSE and
you could be earning credits towards your
Certificate of Continuing Professional
Development.

CPD .00

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

There is still time for
/ BIGGA you to write and
ESS AY submit your entry for
compenmon  the BIGGA Essay
Competition, one of
many activities
sponsored by the BIGGA Education and
t Fund, which, in turn, is funded
by Golden and Silver Key members of the
fund. The title of the essay is ‘Poa Annua,
friend or foe'. All entries must arrive at
BIGGA HOUSE by 26 October 2001. Get
thinking and writing. You could win £500 for
your 1500 to 2000 words essay.

After extensive research, the
Standing Committee on
Greenkeepers Salaries and
Conditions of Employment
has produced its
recommendations for 2002.
Based on the annual rate of
salary inflation, the
recommendations include
three levels of
recommended salary. ie.
those clubs within 30 miles of Big Ben, the
rest of the South and the remainder of the
UK. A copy of the scales should be included
in this magazine. Further copies may be
obtained from the Committee or from the
Association of Golf Club Secretaries.

CGS

Keep checking www.bigga.org.uk
for the latest news on the various

education and training options
available at BTME2002
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Greenkeeper
Education and
Development
Fund

CIRCLES

The Fund provides the key to the
future for greenkeeper, golf club and
game dividuals and p can

join the Golden Key Circle and Silver
Key Circle. For details, please

Neil Th E
Director on 01347 833800 or via
admin@bigga.co.uk
IGyhakn

TURF CARE PRODUCTS
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Golden Key Circle Company Members
Tel: Head Office
Amazone Ground Care 01579 351155

Company

Bernhard and Company Ltd 01788 811600

Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd 01428 661222

Gem Professional 01254 356611
John Deere Ltd 01849 860491
Hayter Ltd 01279 723444
Kubota UK Ltd 01844 214500
Massey Ferguson (AGCO Ltd) 02476 851292
PGA European Tour 01344 842881
Rain Bird 01273 891326
Rigby Taylor Ltd 01204 377777
Scotts UK Professional 01473 830492
Stoke Park Club 01763 717171
Textron Turf Care 01473 270000
The Toro Company/Lely UK 01202 319987

Individual Members
Mike Eastwood, J H Fry, J H Greasley, WJ Rogers,
David S Robinson, Stuart Townsend, Douglas Smith

ERNEST

S T —

Silver Key Circle Company Members

Company Tel: Head Office
Ernest Doe & Sons 01254 380311
Heath Lambert Group 0113246 1313
Ocmis Irrigation 01460 241939
Sisis Equipment Ltd 01625 503030

Individual Members

Clive A Archer, John Crawford, Bruce Cruickshank,
Douglas G Duguid, Alan Holmes, Kenneth Jones,
lain A MacLeod, Robert Maibusch MG, Richard S
Mullen, Elliott R Small, Steven Tiemey, CJ Yeaman
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collector box available
powerful 13hp engine' mde working wrdth

_ mterchangeablefeels »for year round use ,

desrgned for ease of handlmg

For qu details, or a demonstration, of the SIS
ROTORAKE 600, combined deep thatch remover,
scarifier and linear aerator, please contact:

SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD

'u;};ﬁ Hurdsfield, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 2L.Z
,;}_’::g Tel: 01625 503030 Fax: 427426 E-mail: info@sisis.u-net.com

Now you've got
the P,-,QW,G.F! |

Unleash: a chargee
Green-Releaf
microbes into your turf.

Applying a programme of Green-Releaf
liquids will charge your soil with billions of
beneficial bacteria to improve turf health.

Stimulates chlorophyll levels -
Superior turf colour

Improves root mass —
Greater tolerance to stress

Increases turf density -
Early stand development

Enhances plant vigour -
Increased nutrient uptake

Strengthens defences -
Triggers immune responses

& O & O &

GREEN-RELEAF.

by Sybron

Distributed by:

Avoncrop Amenity Products Ltd
Tel: 01934 820 868 Tel: 01344 426 600

Richard Aitken Ltd
Tel: 0141 440 0033

Aitkens Sportsturf Ltd
Tel: 01977 681 155

Sherriff Amenity Services
Tel: 01353 724 984

John Lindsay Pro Sports Turf
Tel: 028 38 339 229

Chelmsford, Essex CM3 4DD

ﬁn 1 Rysley, Holybread Lane, Little Baddow
Tel +44 (0)1245 222750
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CLIVE 0SGOOD

Course Manager
Walton Heath Golf Club
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Tracey and Susannah from BIGGA's Membership
. Services Department, would like to welcome

¢ almost 70 new members to the Association and
¥ update you on the new Membership Photocard

Membership Photocard update

A big thank you to all of you who
have been quick off the mark and have
already sent us your photograph.
Although you won't be receiving your
new card until next year, this has given
us the opportunity to scan your
photograph and file’it in your record
ready for reproducing onto your new
card when you renew.

If you missed last month’s

Mvmli-l\hip Update, as from Ist

rship number: 00001

Expiry date: Dec01

BIZE.A British and In
v

ternational Golf Greenkee

pers Association

January 2002, BIGGA's Membership
De partment will be issuing plastic credit
card size Membership Photocards (at
no extra cost to the member). This will
not only prov ide you with an extra form
of ID but it will continue to promote
the professional image that the
Association has achieved. To start
preparing for the launch of the new
card, BIGGA need a photograph of
each of you! If you have
a p;mpni‘t size pimlngruph
please send it to Tracey
or Susannah, Membership
Services Department, BIGGA,
BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark,
Alne, York YO61 1UE
Don’t forget to write your
full name, date of birth and
membership number on the
back. Alternatively, if you
have mastered the art of
digital cameras why not
send us a photo by email to
tracey@bigga.co.uk or
susannah(@bigga.co.uk

2002 Membership Renewal
form with a difference...
Because of the new Membership
Photocard, next year your renewal form
will be different. For convenience your
renewal form will continue to have your
personal and Golf Club details already
printed, however, you will need to check
that these are correct. To help us
ascertain education and training needs,
we have asked you to complete a section
on education” and training and for
convenience this will be a tick box
section. Most importantly, to pmux\
your membership you will need t
return your form with a passport size
photograph of yourself, with your
name, date of birth and munlx'lshIp
number written on the back. This can
be the photograph on your current
membership card, or send us the whole
card. Finally it is important that you
sign the form in the space provided.
The form has been designed for easy
mmpltlum and should only take a few
minutes to check and complete.

BIGGA welcomes ...

Cutter & Buck Classic Polo Shirts
complete with BIGGA logo

Available in sunflower with navy trim, and
navy with cream trim for only £29.95 inc. VAT,
post and packing. Sizes Medium, Large, XL or
XXL available.

Peter Scott BIGGA logo Jumpers

Available in three styles:
1. Round neck, available in navy and charcoal,
sizes from 40" to 48", £34.95 inc. VAT, p+p

2. V-neck long sleeve, available in navy only,
sizes from 40" to 46", larger sizes available on
request. £34.95 inc. VAT, p+p

3. Veneck no sleeves, available in navy only,
sizes from 40" to 46", larger sizes available on
request. £29.95 inc. VAT, p+p

Leisurewear that's well worth a look!

BIGGA now offer you a fantastic choice of BIGGA logo Leisurewear

Sun & Rain Waterproof Suits

Available in navy consisting of a jacket with
matching trousers with a drawstring waistband.
Sizes from M to XXL. £59.95 inc. VAT, p+p
Slazenger Baseball Caps

Available in khaki with navy peak, one size fits
all with adjustable strap. £12.95 inc VAT, p+p
BIGGA Members Lapel Badge

BIGGA have introduced a new “Members"
enamel lapel badge. Available to all members at
the special rate of £2.50 inc VAT, p+p

The new BIGGA logo merchandise can be seen
at the BIGGA stand at the Saltex Show on
4/5/6th September. For further information
contact Tracey or Susannah in Membership
Services.

August's Monthly Membership Draw Winner

Just introduce one or more new greenkeeping members to
BIGGA and your name will be placed into a draw to win a
fantastic BIGGA sportswatch. Our congratulations go to
August's winner, Alastair Logan of Galgorm Castle Golf Club.

Scottish Region

Graeme Ferguson, East
Scott L Hornal, East
James C Maclntosh, East
Lee Maxwell, East

Andrew McCleary, East
Steven Mowatt, East
Christopher Noble, Central
Peter M Paton, Ayrshire
Steven Peppers, East
Scott | Poole, East
Christopher Smith, North
Bruce Summerton, Central

Northern Region
Paul G Bradshaw, N West

Paul Brown, Northern
Victor Buck, N West

Edwards Coulthard, Cleveland
Christopher Courtman, Northern

Michael R Dealtry, Northern
Paul A Gledhill, Northern
Robert A Herro, Northern
Thomas Ibison, N West
Colin Jessop, Sheffield
Gwilym H Jones, N Wales
James Kershaw, Northern
Joanne Kershaw, Northern
Paul Nelson, Sheffield
Simon Sayner, Sheffield
Steven Walker, N West
Timothy Ward, Northern

Midland Region
Justin Adams, BB&O

Jonathan Axten, Mid Anglia
Ben Brown, BBRO
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Paul J Crouch, Mid Anglia
Stephen J Donoghue, E
Midland

Mark R Faulkner, BB&O
Luke Foskett, Midland
Derek Ganning, Midland
Paul Harden, BB&O

Gregory J Lansbury, Mid Anglia

Alistair Main, BB&O
Philip C Newman, Mid Anglia
Paul A Stiff, BB&O

South East Region

Nicholas Barton, Essex
Rodney D Beautyman, Essex
Phillip R Garrod, London
Stephen W Goode, London
Daniel P Hughes, Surrey
Phillip G T Hunter, Surrey

Sun Kim, Surrey

Chris M Little, Essex
Brendan Morgan, London
Jay Motta, Kent

Douglas J Tate, Surrey
Colin R Wait, Kent

Barry Williams, Surrey

S West & S Wales
Jamie Bowler, S West
Paul Sargeant, S Wales
Robert M Shaw, S Wales
Northern Ireland
Harry Creighton

James H E Eager
Rodney McKay

International Members
Lars M Westlund, Norway

Ulf Orjah Utterstrom, Sweden
Randal Gai, USA

Associate Members

Blair S Comthwaite, Far East

Student Members

Andrew Fraser, East
Greg Sutherland, Ayrshire

\ THE NEWS 1y THe
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You may have heard their
names mentioned in
conversation, or even seen
them in print, but have you ever
wondered who the individuals
are who help BIGGA to run so
smoothly as the leading
Association in thefine turf
industry? Read on...

Vice Chairman

Name: Richard Barker

Association Position:
Vice Chairman

How long have you been a
member of BIGGA?
Since the beginning in 1987

Where do you hope the Association
will be in 10 years time?

With an improved profile and greater
recognition among other golfing
bodies

For what would you most like to
be remembered?

For leading a 36 hole scratch
tournament in the morning after a
round of 71, for which | won a prize

For what would you least like to
be remembered?

For adding an 86 in the afternoon, for
the worst score of the day

Why did you take on a more
involved role in the running of
the Association?

| wanted to put a little something
back into an Association which had
provided me with a lot of help and
education over the years

Name one thing which would
improve the Association?

More active support from members at
grass roots level and continued
expansion into Europe

What is your claim to fame
(None, not acceptable)?

Playing eight rounds and six holes -
150 holes in total - in one day and
raising over £1,000 for a local charity

Describe BIGGA in 15 words
Only members organisation providing
specialised education and support for
all members and their golf clubs
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Turf Seed UK Ltd

Creeping Bent Grasses

Penn A4, Penn Al ,Penn G6

Top Quality Creeping Bent Grasses.

Find out about these highly rated cultivars.
The latest advances in amenity breeding.
Improve your green speed.

Tel: 01529 469 411
Fax: 01529 469 410
Email: johnb@turf-seed.com

46 Cameron Street, Heckington, Sleaford NG34 9RP

20+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

YOURS FOR THE ASKING...
Irrigation systems, lakes and
iss

reservoirs, plus servicing,
aQuaturf

repairs and system extensions

a speciality.
Unit 18, Downton Industrial Estate, Batten Road,
Downton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 3HU
TEL: 01725 513880 FAX: 01725 513003 |

With 30 years experience of providing sports turf irrigation
systems our specialist company is completely
independent of a brand manufacturer. Each
bespoke system is designed by our qualified
engineers to the highest specification and
according to the individual requirements of
the course, and with thorough knowledge of
the products produced by the top manufacturers
we are in the best position to provide top of the
range service care.

Our portfolio includes: Woodsome

Hall, Sherwood Forest and Royal
Lytham St. Annes.

If you are choosing a |
quality irrigation syste

SRS has to work. Ours do - Beautifully.

North
Irrigation Ltd

Consulting Watering Specialists

sure its from a quality
irrigation company

“The important aspect in choosing the
specialist equipment is to choose the
right sprinkler and controller rather

than the make”
Greenkeeper International 1997.

At the end of the day the system

Call us to arrange a free consultation

on 01785 812706

Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone
ST15 8TB.

Staffs
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JUST LY MONTHS TO GO

(}onﬁnned

GambettiBarre UK Ltd

ect as of 17

Exhibitors

D W Tomlin

British Seed Houses Ltd

Boughton Loam Ltd

Totrax Ltd

Garden Innovation

Prestige Sports Services
Ltd

Products New Holland UK Ltd
Kubota (UK) Ltd Lastec UK Ltd
STRI Hayter UK Ltd

Farmura Ltd

Same Deutz-Fahr UK Ltd

Johnsons Grass &
Wildflower

EvenProducts Ltd

Etesia UK Lid

Groundsman Industries

Promotions Ltd

Barenbrug UK Ltd

Simon Tullett M
Co Ltd

chinery

Allen Power Equipment

Ltd

Textron Golf Turf &

Specialty

paldings UK Ltd
C

M J Abbott Ltd
Cebeco Oliver Seeds Ltd

White Horse Contractors
Ltd

Hunter Grinders Ltd
Waste 2 Water

Rolawn (Turf Growers) Ltd

Toro Commercial Products

Gem Professional

Toro Irrigation Products

Wiedenman (UK) Ltd

Supaturf Products Ltd

Risboro Turf
Trelleborg Whes

Systems

Aitkens Sportsturf Ltd

Inturf

Vitax Ltd

Lewis Equipment Ltd

Boyd Golf Course
Accessories

Kubota (UK) Ltd

SISIS Equipment
(Macclesfield) Ltd
European Turf Technology
Lid

True Surface Rollers

AGCO Ltd
Swan Golf
Swan Plant Services Ltd

Ocmis Irrigation Ltd
Allett Mowers

Amanity Land Services

Ecosolve Ltd

Major Equipment Ltd

Rufford Soil Technology

Tyre-Line
Equipr

Trimax

Talbot Farm Landscapes
L

Club Car - Ingersol-Rand

John Dee:

LS Systems Ltd

John D«

North Staffs Irrigation Ltd

AGCO Ltd

Logic Irrigation

RainBird Europe SARL

Irrigation Control Ltd

Cannington College

The Golf Sign Company

KSM Safer Surfaces

Lioyds & Co Letchworth
Ltd

FMW

Bernhard & Co Ltd

Kestrel Golf Ltd
AFT Tren

European Institute
Course Achitects

Port Agric Ltd

Charterhouse Turf
Machinery

European Turfgrass
Laboratories

Bioseed Probiotics

Scotts UK Professional

Shirley Aldred & Co Ltd

Richard Campey Ltd

Greenlink International Ltd

Long Equipment Ltd

Amenity Technology

Turfmech Machinery Ltd

Seoul Nassau UK Ltd

Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd

Symbio
Lindum

Avoncrop Amenity
Products Ltd

DGT-Volmatic
ts UK Prof
Rousseau Equipn

Turf Ltd

jon:
ent Lt

Hunter Grinders Ltd

t Ltd
& Martin

Speedcut Contractors

Course Care

Heron Electric Co Ltd
Verde Sports Ltd

Hayter UK Ltd

The Greenkeeping Supply
Company
Pentagon Ame
Marketing

Green Pride Ltd
TEG Environmental

Headland Amenity

B hods Europe Ltd
Nickerson (UK) Ltd
Rigby Taylor Ltd

Tower Sport (Europe) Ltd

Aztec Ci cals Ltd

John Hinton Associates

TT Pre Ltd
Sumi Agro UK Ltd

Angus Horticulture

Sheppy Fertilisers Ltd

A iation of Golf Club
taries
Elmwood College

Hard| Ltd

Tractor

Farm & Garde:
Ltd

Dennis

Machinery

Yamaha Motors

Company
Torf M

British & Internat Golf
Greenksepers Assoc

Geosynthetic Technology
Lid

Wolf Garden
Greenkeeper Training

Sportsworld Amenity

Committee

Fern House Marketing Ltd

Barcham Trees

aprari Pumps (UK) Ltd

Golf Car UK Ltd

Advanta Seeds UK Ltd
GPS Services Ltd

Tonick Watering Ltd

Bathgate L

5

Water Proofing Serv

Aventis Environmental
Science

BLEC Landscaping

Equipment Co Ltd

Berkshire College of
Agriculture

Warwickshire College

Ken White Si
Me d C
Myerscough College

Askam Bryan College

Institute of
Groundsmanship

Reasheath College

BTME 2002 sees a superb innovation designed to make attending
the Show as an exhibitor or a visitor far easier than ever before ...

> Microsite

D Maxiinfo

Major new developments to the BTME microsite

As part of BIGGA's existing website
- bigga.org.uk - a BTME Microsite has
been added to make pre-registering for
the Show, booking accommodation,
and reserving stand space, just a few
clicks away. It also means that
exhibitors can have their stand and
company information available to
everyone much earlier than in the past,
while visitors can familiarise them-
selves with the show layout months
before they arrive in Harrogate.

In a new departure for 2002 and in
response to the queues, which were a
direct result of the record numbers who
visited Harrogate last January, every-
one who attended BTME2001 will
automatically be pre-registered for
BTME2002.

If you didn’t attend January’s show,
however, or your personal circum-
stances have changed - new job or
residential address for example - you
can pre-register using the Microsite.

Pre-registration
Simply click on the Pre-registration
option in the navigation bar at the left
hand side of the page. You'll then go
to the pre-registration page where you
will find a number of ways in
which you can sign up for your
free ticket. By clicking on the
email link, _\'<‘)u will open up a
separate page containing an
easy-to-use form. Fill this in,
click the submit button, and
there you are. You will receive
confirmation that your form
has arrived and that your reg-
istration will be processed.

Please note that all badges will
be mailed in early January 2002

Alternative means of regis-
tering are the telephone option
Tel: 01423 856062 Fax: 01423
528686 or the mail option by
calling BIGGA HOUSE Tel:
01347 833800 and asking for
a pre-registration card.

Exhibitor
information
The new BTME
Microsite gives so
many added bene-
fits for exhibitors.
Existing exhibitors
can list important
contact information
for themselves, plus
100 words on their
new launches or gen-
eral company details.
'hese are then acti-
vated by microsite
visitors when they
click on the relevant
stand within the on-
site Show map.
Visitors to the
site can then access
individual company
websites using  this
advanced function.
Potential exhibitors
canidentify an available stand and click
on it to learn the size and cost - as space

Above: Finding stand information
Right: Booking a stand online
Below: The online pre-registration form

A BREATH FRESH AIR
FOR THE FINE TURF INDUSTRY

Pre-Registration details

H

"

e e

orename
mame
ob Title
ganisation
ddress
Address
ount
[Post Code
‘elephone

-]

, 3

== s.. - s s emwrsmaa—a 0=y /0
b37

This Stand has not been reserved yet.

Stand Area
(Square Meters)

Price for Space
Only
Price for Shell

60

£7980
£8760

BTME 2002 Stand Booking Form

Space only (E7980) 2

only or with shell scheme. If they wish
m[%rm'cul.lhcymnlhcntillin;umnlim'
form and reserve that stand for them-
selves. Easy!

The site also includes an online
accommodation booking service, up to
the minute information on the
Education Programme and important
information about the social side of
the week.

14 Greenkeeper Intemational September 2001


http://www.bigga.org.uk

- < Kawasaki

Immaculate greens are the product of sheer hard work, which is why the new
Mule Diesel 2510 is the envy of the fairways. Built for the toughest terrain, the
Mule gives you more power, performance, load capacity and fuel efficiency
and, with its low-ground pressure qualities, you won't leave any divots.

m 23 hp, 3 cylinder, 4-stroke, liquid cooled, diesel engine

m Automatic variable speed transmission

m Dual mode differential for rear axle

m Dual range gear box with selectable 4-wheel drive

m 12-months warranty

CALL FREE ON 0800 316 4448 now

to put the power to work for you
(Outside the UK, call +44 1666 511356) www.kawasaki.co.uk

 MULTI-FUNCTION COLLECTOR =~

QWIth unique floating head svstem
- for golf courses and sports turf

One for 3 free
on- slte demonstf':atlon

 Utilise anefmaehme for
= vouf scanfvmg, ﬂall mowing,
-,.;,_-7& sweepmg reqwrements

\ 7

Y

iL'r‘eil 01420 478111

Get fired up with
the speed, simplicity
and @ccuracy of/

' EXPRESS D|.<AL
vy o

.15 minu
oot to. ?tf i

A \
-

s o

SHARPER SOLUTIONS with BERNHARD

A sharper cutting cylinder
produces healthier, stronger and
more attractive grass.

Find out how Express Dual and
Anglemaster, the world’s fastest mower grinders,
can dramatically improve your
golf course, cut costs and save time...

call 01788 811600 today:

BERNHARD AND COVIPANY LTD

Bilton Road - Rugby - England - CV22 7DT
email: info@bernhard.co.uk

www.bernhard.co.uk
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Dr. Ruth Mann explains how the problem
with Chafer Grubs could soon be a thing

of the past ...

Chafers:

Have they met their match?

Above right: Chafer grubs

Below and far right:

Damage caused by birds

looking for chafer grubs

al September 2001

In 1983, an article appeared in the
Sports Turf Bulletin concerning pests
in turf. Chafer grubs (also called white
grubs) were included only as a minor
pest in the British Isles, although, at
this time, they were causing major

damage on continental golf courses.
Since this article, chafer grubs seem to
have been appearing with more regu-

larity, sometimes being an incidental
pest and sometimes causing severe
damage. This year, perhaps due to a
rather mild winter, chafer grubs have
become a major pest on some golf
courses.

Chafer grubs can be identified by
their creamy white bodies with a
swollen tail end that is usually darker
due to the intestinal contents and lie
in a characteristic comma shape (Fig
1). They have three pairs of brown legs
and a distinctive shiny brown head
with large chewing jaws. They lie just

below the turf surface and feed on the
roots. As the roots are severed the turf
becomes prone to drought in dry
weather. Tﬁey like to live in sandy soils
and thatchy areas with adequate mois-
ture as they can easily move up and
down the soil profile. They are most
commonly found in roughs, semi-
roughs and fairways. They also favour
less disturbed areas, such as the sides
of bunkers or infrequently used cham-
pionship tees. Adult females do not
tend to move over vast areas. This can
lead to the same areas being infested
year after year. So far, they have been
found from Guernsey, Cornwall and
Devon up through East Anglia across
to the West coast of Wales and as far
North as Cumbria. At this point I have
no reports of chafers in Scotland,
although I suspect it is just a matter of
time before they begin to appear.

We have five species of c{:afers, the
cockchafer, garden chafer, summer
chafer, brown chafer and Welsh chafer.
The two species that seem to be com-
monly found on golf courses are the
cockchafer and garden chafer. The
cockchafer is the largest species. Adults
have black heads and reddish-brown
wing cases. They are nocturnal, emerg-
ing in May and June. The female
burrows back down into the soil to lay
eggs which hatch 5-6 weeks after lay-
ing (around July). Cockchafer bs
take three years to mature and can
grow up to48 mmin length. Therefore,
any grubs found actively feeding in
springtime, will be cockchafers.

Garden chafers are thought to be the
most abundant species on golf cours-
es. The adults are smaller with a
metallic green head and reddish-brown
wing cases. Grubs are also smaller
(around 18 mm when fully grown) and
only take one year to mature. The

grubs feed from hatching around July
until late autumn when falling tem-
peratures cause them to burrow down
the soil profile and hibernate. They do
not resume feeding in the spring as
cockchafers do, but pupate and emerge
as adults in May and ?une.

Small grubs do not really cause much
damage to the turf, unless they are in
very large numbers. In such cases, they
can weaken turf leaving it prone to
increased injury from wear and tear
and environmental extremes. Also,
once they have grown quite large, small
numbers of grubs can(Lill areas of turf
which then encourages the influx of
weed grasses and broad leaved weeds.
On golf courses, feeding grubs do not
tend to be the major problem. Birds
and small mammals searching for juicy
grubs can rip up large areas of turf, leav-
ing unsi%lhdy scars. To moles and
badgers chafer grubs are a delicacy and
so they may be encouraged to take up
residence in chafer infested areas, caus-
ing more problems.

ere are no chemicals approved for
the control of chafer grubs at the
moment which presents a major prob-
lem in itself. It has been proposed that
physical control methods could be
attempted, such as heavy rolling to
squash the grubs when they are active-
ly feeding just below the surface.
owever, research carried out at the
University of Kentucky showed that
liming, fertilisation, heavy rolling and
aerification had no effect on §1afcr
grub numbers over four years.
Aluminium sulphate applied just
before adults emerged did reduce grub
numbers, perhaps showing that, simi-
lar to earthworms, chafer grubs do not
like acidic conditions.

One control measure currently avail-

able in the British Isles is parasitic



nematodes. Nematodes are micro-
scopic round worms. Just like fungi
and insects there are ‘bad’ species that
parasitise turf leaving the area weak
and prone to drought damage and
‘oc ’sl[_)lccies that parasitise other turf
pests. Heterorhabditis megidis is a
good species of nematode as it search-
es for and kills chafer grubs. This
nematode naturally occurs in our soils
but the numbers are not large enough
for chafer control. It is also specific and
so does not affect other beneficial
insects or animals and humans. The
nematodes search for chafers in the
soil and enter them through natural
openings such as the mouth and anus.
Once inside they release a bacterium
that multiplies and kills the chafer in
acouple ot days. The nematodes then
feed on the bacteria and reproduce
releasing more nematodes into the soil
to begin the search again. However,
nematodes do not come without their
problems. At initial application the soil
temperature must be 12°C or above
for activation. The nematodes are
destroyed by ultra-violet light and high
temperatures and so are best applied
in early morning or evening when it is
not too hot or sunny. The turf needs
to be well irrigated aI?l,er application to
wash the nematodes into the soil and

=

kept moist, but not flooded!, for two
weeks as the nematodes need a film
of water for movement. The nema-
todes may be easily washed into the
soil on areas with short grass, such as
greens and tees. However, on areas
with long grass like fairways and
roughs themgI:ave been problems with
getting the nematodes into the soil.
Nematodes are being successfully
used in gardens here but as yet we have
no information mgardingﬁmage on golf
courses in the UK. However, in
Denmark, nematodes have been suc-
cessful on greens and tees but not on
fairways, possibly due to the nema-
todes failing to penetrate the long grass
and thatch. "l{:t’y are expensive for
treating large areas. The afore men-
tioned golf course in Denmark spent
£25,000 treating the whole course.
However, work carried out by Imperial
College, Berkshire on garden chafers
infesting a golf tee showed that the
%ubs aggregated under grassy areas.
hey sugzgestcd that this may be due
to the female laying eggs which
hatched in batches and the grubs did
not move far from their preferred food
source of grass roots. TLe grubs were
less associated with bare areas or areas
colonised by broadleaved weeds.
Therefore, spot treatment of grassy

areas infested with chafer grubs may
be possible.

Research is required here to deter-
mine whether nematodes are
successful at treating chafer infesta-
tions on golf courses and if the longer
grass on rough areas presents a major
problem in preventing nematode pen-
etration into the soil. If, and when,
this research occurs we will let you
know the outcome! Other research at
STRI, such as our Pests and Disease
Survey 2001, will help to determine
which years chafers cause the most

L

damage and if they are slowly moving
North into Scotland as we suspect.
Therefore I would like to remind all
greenkeepers about returning their
questionnaire. There is no time limit
on these and the more we receive the
better the results we can give you. If
you have not received a copy of the
STRI questionnaire please contact me.

Dr. Ruth Mann is the Turfgrass and Plant
Pathologist at STRI. Ruth and the rest of
the STRI team can be contacted on 01274
565131: e-mail info@stri.co.uk; or visit our
website www.stri.co.uk
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Roland Taylor gives some tips on establishing
wild flower areas on your golf course ...

A golf course is ideal for developing
areas of wild flowers, but if these floral
havensare to continué to flourish, they
need to be carefullfumanaged. If left to
their own devices thédominant species
will“éventually crowd out the other
pl mts. Most of theéwild flowers found %
in today’Smixtures Origing ally thrived in
old meadewswhere farmers grazed live-
stock and had™made hay: This, meant,
that periodically, the top growth was
removed and any nutrients this would
have produced werenotreturned tothe
soil. Strange as this may seem, it
encouraged many Species;, cspecially
the rarer varieties to survive. The
removal of the cut material 1S eritical
for another reason - left on the surface
it suffocates the plants inderncath:

When establishing wildflower areas,
this scenario hasto bé eréated and man-
aged. It is not just amatter of hurling
on the seed and Sitting back expecting
results. This is a stre-fire way to failure.

When a site is Ixmgconxuluul itis
important to SoW oF plant indigenous
species to the area. At this stage calling
in the experts is strongly recommend.
Thereis awealth ofexperience out there
to draw from and suppliers can advise
on suitable species and the manage-
ment necessary to Ensure Success.

Preparation ‘of the site is similar to
that for most Seeds, but there are
im]mrmnl differences. A fine weed free
tilth is necessary if healthy germina-
tion is to occur. The soil 5huulx| be low
in nutrients. Iniareas known to have
high fertility; annual weeds need to be
eradicated with a systemic herbicide
and then allow the ground to remain
fallowif possible. There are two alter-
native methods: use subsoil or remove
the topsoil. Whichever one of these is

Sused the final seedbed needs to be cul-

tivated toa depth of 10em with a fine
surface tilth.

Sowmgr'mg:iaiiplucc any time of
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the year as long the right seedbed

conditions canibe created, but the
best time is from mid August to the
end of September

The seed will need mixing thor-
oughly to ensure anéven distribution
of the different species of wild flower.
,, Recommended sowing rates are

rams per m* for mixtures that con-
taimgrasses and 0.5 to I grams per m
for pure wild flower. Broadcast the
seed and follow by raking or harrow-
ing to didepth of 5 mm. Finally, roll
with a ribbed roller to cover the seed
and ensureiits contact with the soil
particles. There are machines on the
market that will carry this out in one
operannn

If the mixture is made up of small
seeds, this can be bulkedout with sil-
ica sand or ground barley at'@atio of
41. ln’ignlinn is not recommended -
let mature take her own course.

The seeds have germinated and
L\u\thln],> 18 looking good, so what
next? Bearingin mind thisis like g grow-
ing a crop, it is necessary to remove
any competition, from weeds and
grasses. As he nlnumc:nnnl be used,
an alternative is n ary and this is
where mowing comes . In the first
year begin cutting in Maigh or April
depending on u)mhlums, “Gut down
to a height of 5cm every two'months
or when the sward reaches I5cmg It is
important that all the cutting matex-
alis removed.

The final cut will be between
September and October. Something
else that needs to be taken into
account is that any persistent weeds,
like docks, will require spot herbicide
treatment or ]‘t‘l“()\'ilIA

By the time the'second year comes
round the wildflowers should begvell
established and the mowing regim@is

completely different. Bt'u\'cu\ M archy,

and April the first cut and collect

ld

should be carried
out leaving the sward
at a height of 7.5em. The
second cutds doneat the same height
at the end of the flowering season,
which can ogcur somewhere between
August and Octoberdepending on cli-
mate. A further tidy up operation may
be required in the autumn.

Failures can ogcur especially in the
first year and amongst these is that the
high levels of maintenance required
have not been realised plus all the cut
material must be removed. This later
operation can be extremely expensive
and labour intensive if the right equip-
ment is not used.

In this country you gannot bank on
the weather, and if the'past few years
are .m\lhmg to go bysmere often than
not its going to be soaking wet and
thick Tush growth. Cutting and col-
lecting ¢an be a nightmare in these
“Situations. Machinery continually has
to Bey stopped and the system
unblockedithus considerably slowing
down the operation. When consider-
ing mowers for thistype of work there
are some important pointstotake into
account. The rotary principle relies

heavily on moving grass out of the cut=*

ting deck fast, otherwise it quickly
builds up and slows down the blade,
this compounds the problem and
results in the unit finally stalling.
During this process, both engine pow=
er and fuel are soaked up, plus
components are placed under consid=
erable loading.

Bearing all this in mind, the ideal
maghine is one that gets rid of cut
mategial from the deck fast, so the out-
let chute needs to be as wide and as
deep as'possible with no ebstructions
between blade and the back of the col-
lectorIn addition, the cutting system
has to be designed so that the maxi-

Samum power is constantly available to

[y

the blades to maintain tip speed.

When ¢onsidering machinery for
this type of application, demonstra-
tions should be carried out on the
same day in the same conditions,
preferablywet, then a true pieture can
Lc seen of cach one's capabilities.
Cutting dry, fairly short vegetation is
relativelyeasy. It’s the tough, lush, wet
growth that sorts th men from the
lm\s

Conclusion
® Get the initial seedbed right.

@ The quality and purity of the mixtures is
vital, so only the best should be used.
As with most products today,
cheapness can be a recipe for disaster
as some projects have proved in the
past.

® Check the mixtures that you are buying
are clean and not just harvested
straight from a meadow. Use reputable
companies who specialise in wild
flowers,

@ Follow the correct mowing schedule.

@ Before deciding, have mowers
demonstrated in the worst possible
conditions, .e. wet and thick growth.
Thewrong equipment can turn itinto a
very expénsive | Iabour intensive =

operation.

After the first year, the maintenance
programme is relatively strai htfor-
ward and a wild Aower s
virtually take care of itself, pmvudnfg
the correet mowing programme is car-
ried out. Because suitable conditions

Vo

- will

arc available, other species thanthose

sown will often colonise it.
The key to success is to seek expert
advice from day one and ensure you

haye the right mowers to maintain’

the sites.
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Jim Crabbe explains how taking care
of drainage issues can reduce course
closures when the rains come...

Drain
power
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Hands-up all those clubs who have
tried to hire a drainage contractor this
summer, only to be told that some-
body beat them to the top of the list.
After the wettest autumn and winter
since records began at the Met Office,
there can be little surprise that
drainage has suddenly become a hot
topic and a priority for many clubs
around the country.

We will all have witnessed the
adverse effects that the very wet
weather has had on sports turf facil-
ities, many clubs through last winter
were forced to close, with surfaces
lying under pools of water, causing
damage to the sward that would take
many months to recover, in fact some
establishments are still suffering, and

no doubt are now
having to placate
some very unhappy
members, not to
mention the revenue
that has been lost.

Yet some sporting
facilities did remain
open and courses and
pitches were played
upon. How? Because of efficient
drainage, and unless you are fortu-
nate to have a naturally free draining
facility then a drainage scheme
should be a priority.

Effective drainage is vital to all
Sportsturf whether an existing facili-
ty or a new construction. A system,
which has been carefully designed
and installed by skilled con-

tractors, will have enabled

many courses and pitches to
rovide a service to its mem-

Iwrx and attract valuable

revenue to the club despite

the appalling weather condi-
tions.

In 1998/1999 St Mellion
in Cornwall installed an
intensive piped drainage sys-
tem, when the club records
began in 1995 1100mm rain
fell, since then the club has
seen a significant increase in
the rainfall, last vear an over-
whelming  1600mm  fell.
Despite this huge increase
the course was only closed
for a handful of days. Simon
Marsh, the =~ Course
Superintendent explained
that had the work not been
undertaken it would have
meant the closure of the club
for some four to five months.
The loss of revenue for any

business having to ‘close shop” for
such a period would be catastrophic,
according to Simon “the drainage
installation has made the world of dif-
ference to St Mellion”.

So a clear example of the benefits
for undertaking the work, but what
does it actually involve? Firstly, the
design. A site investigation will be
undertaken to assess the actual prob-
lem and the needs. The designer will
work closely with the client to decide
upon the “intensity of the actual
scheme as the selection of drain spac-
ing is often based on experience and
soil type as well as the site location
and the underlying soils, the sporting
activity, frequency of use, and the
rainfall. For example the club that
relies solely on membership will have
to consider the overall value it pro-
vides for its members and therefore
what proportion of its spending may
be allocated to a specific area, where
as the course that has to open its
doors at set times for set events can-
not afford not to take all the
necessary actions to ensure that the
course will be available at the required
time and not closed due to water log-
ging.

The scheme should be suitable for
machine installation; pipe junctions
should be kept to a minimum in order
to avoid blockages and breakdown,
and where possible main drains



should be located outside the playin

areas. The location and condition o
any existing land drains should also
be determined during the planning
and design stage, as they may be
incorporated into the new desifn.

The depth of the surface drains
depends on their function as well as
soil type. For example where the
drains alone are used, the soil type is
an important consideration, where
other secondary treatments are used
subsurface drains act mainly as car-
riers and the soil type has less
importance. In free glraining soils,
deeper drains may allow wider drain
spacings. In heavy clays with poor fil-
tration, drains should be shallower
and closer together.

The appointment of a well-estab-
lished consultant/design and build
contractor will ensure that the client
receives a comprehensive design ser-
vice and that a suitable system is
installed, providing the necessary
infrastructure for any subsequent sec-
ondary drainage operations.

Once the design has been agreed
and the costs approved its time to get
the job underway: It is worth making
the effort to find a specialist
Sportsturf Drainage Contractor, as it
is important that those who under-
take the project are properly trained,
equipped and fully experienced.
Contacting associations like The

Land Drainage  Contractors
Association is a good starting point.
Their members include companies
such as, White Horse Contractors
Limited, with over 43 years experi-
ence in the industry. These specialist
contractors will have invested in the
most up-to-date equipment and plant
specifically adapted for working on
sportsturf and as members of the
association their workmanship has
already been assessed and won the
approval of many bodies within the
industry.

On an existing site there may be
some surface disruption. However,
this must be kept to a minimum, the
trenching machines should be fitted
with elevators and conveyors in order
that the trench spoil can be conveyed
to suitable trailers to avoid contami-
nation or damage to the playing
surfaces. On new constructions
before topsoil placement it may be
possible to spread the excavated soil
on either side of the trench line.
Trench spoil may also be used to cre-
ate a landscape feature, but all
unsuitable spoil must be removed.

This year the ground conditions for
trenching are as near perfect as they
could be on many sites, the damp
subsoil layer mixed with the dry top
layer creates a crumb effect whicL
helps to provide smooth sides and
bottom which allows the pipe to sit

Your turf’s talking to you!

Integrate ‘opens up’ the soil structure to provide
an improved flow of air and water into and through
the soil and, with additional pore spaces to develop
pathways for deeper root growth, a more healthy,
vigorous, dense turf will be achieved.

Improves the conditions causing poor drainage.

Increases the movement of air into and through
the sail.

Softens and dissolves hardpan.
Assists removal of standing water.

Provides ideal conditions for healthy turf growth.

Gives a long lasting improvement.
No phytotoxic effects on turf.

Unlike wetting agents, Integrate directly repairs the
cause of poor soil structure rather than just
addressing the symptoms.

Distributed Q 7
in UK by:

righy taylor

FREEFONE 0800 424 919

www.rigbytaylor.com

Chelmsford, Essex CM3 4DD

’gr.een 1 Rysley, Holybread Lane, Little Baddow
—r) IN Tel: +44 (0)1245 222750
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level in the trench.
Today’'s  modern
trenching machines
are fitted with
lasers, which take
away the guesswork
in levelling and ensure that a true fall
is achieved.

Once the primary system has been
installed secondary drainage may
also be a consideration. These range
from sand slitting and banding,
which consists of an intensive matrix
of narrow sand or gravel bands run-
ning at right angles to the under
drainage. The trenches some 250mm

deep are normally filled with suitable
coarse sand or with 5-10mm washed
gravel topped with sand. Sand groov-
ing may be used in areas of high
usage.

If the drainage system is to be effi-
cient a certain amount of
maintenance will be required. For an
intensive piped drainage system to
work efficiently, it is important to try
to maintain an ‘open’ surface to all
drain lines; regular applications of
approved sand top dressing in con-
junction with vertidraining can help
to delay the natural capping process.
This should be carried out twice a

year for a minimum of three years
then reviewed. It should be noted
that on heavy clay soils, settlement
of the trench lines might occur dur-
ing dry periods. This may lead to
future rt'quircmcm to top up these
trench lines and must be budgeted
for.

Funds invested in quality schemes
will from the outset provide value for
money and produce lasting improve-
ments to the facility, allowing greater
use throughout the year.

Most new builds will benefit from
the installation of a comprehensive
piped drainage system.. This must be
of prime importance and should be
given due consideration at initial
design stage.

Isit too late to get help? The answer
of course is: - it is never too late to
take action to maintain and renovate
the surface. However funds invested
in preventative measures are always
more cost effective in the long term.
The only difficulty you may have now
is trying to find the right contractor
to do the job, as many are inundat-
ed with enquiries and requests for
work.

Everyone has a budget and as stat-
ed earlier you might be tempted to
cut costs, but if you already have a
problem, why add toit. Face the prob-
Ium now and with the help of an
experienced drainage contractor your
facilities will be enhanced and leav-
ing you content in the knowledge
that whatever the weather you are
prepared.

The many clubs and facilities that
have invested in primary and sec-
ondary drainage schemes are reaping
the benefits now and will continue to
do so in the future.

Jim Crabbe is Contracts Manager for
White Horse Contractors Ltd Tel: 01865
736272
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The Allett Conqueror combines impressive work rate,
total stability on banks and the ability
to cut long grass cleanly, even in
wet conditions

* Hydrostatic transmission

* Wide wheel base and ATV type
rear tyres gives great traction and
stability

*16HP twin cylinder engine

*7" diameter, heavy duty
cutting cylinders

AZTEC

The Allett Aztec is a superb pedestrian
cylinder mower ideal for maintaining
golf greens. A range of fully floating

ydraulic attatchments are available
in both 20" and 24" widths

* 6 or 10 bladed cylinders with or without Groomer
« Scarifier, Verticut or Brush units available
« Changed in seconds, no tools required

* In-built back-lapping facility

Allett Mowers lelted
Baden Powell Road, Kirkton Industrial Estate
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 3LS

,'_‘f i 01241 373341 Faxovg} 877419
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WESSE X 325
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v gulley brush
option:
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Ideal for Golf Courses,
Schools, and Private Estate
Maintenance

You can't afford to delay when your irrigation or
drainage needs attention. That's why it pays to have
your own Power Trench PT8. This affordable self
propelled trencher will get you out of a mess, fast!

The PT8 has a Honda 8hp engine, hydrostatic drive,
and will trench down to 18" x 4”. Its wide floatation
tyres tread softly on your greens and give superb
stability on awkward slopes.

Order yours now and get going on those extra
drainage projects you have always planned,
before the winter sets in!

PT8 — the go everywhere
trencher!

Greentlek

INNOVATIVE TURF CARE MACHINERY
DESIGNED TO SAVE YOUR TIME!

|| S
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TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS ‘

| "The Learning Experience”

Below: The greenkeeping team of Paul
Jeffries, 22 years at the club; Rob
Wilkinson, 10 years, Richard Greenway,
14 years and the most recent member of
the team, John Davey, who has just
completed his first year at Bargoed
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Bargoed Golf Club is located 15
miles north of Cardiff, 350 metres
above sea level in the Rhymney val-
ley with stunning distant views of the
Brecon Beacons. The club was
formed in 1913, but it took a further
10 vears to raise the funds to build
the initial 9-hole course. In 1972 a
further nine holes were added, at a
cost of just £8,000, to produce the
6,049 yards long, par 70 course that
is in use today. There are over 500
playing members including a very

Maximum

Impact

strong junior section of 60 very keen
youngsters. §

['he original nine holes were creat-
ed from the rocky valley slopes
following the natural ground con-
tours, while the 1972 addition was
built on nearby farmland and this has
resulted in two distinct characteris-
tics for the course. Head greenkeeper
Robert Wilkinson often describes it
as one half ‘mountain links’ with nat-
ural fescue grasses and heather and
gorse lining the fairways, while the
other half is a typical p: wrkland course
punctuated with trees and bushes.

Clive Poole has been the Greens
Chairman at Bargoed for the past
three years and said, “We have one
of the best inland courses in South
Wales, with immaculate greens and
fairways. Although not the longest
course in the region it offers an excel-
lent challenge for golfers of all levels,
while offering easy walking and spec-
tacular views.”

Like many smaller clubs, Bargoed
has to keep a tight rein on finances,
so it is vitally important that the

annual greenkeeping budget of

£18,000 is used to maximum advan-
tage. This budget covers all
gmnl\upmg requirements such as
fertilisers, grass seed, top dressings,
spare parts and lubricants but
excludes wages and capital expendi-
ture on new equipment. Far from
constraining Rob Wilkinson and his

Greenkeeping on a tight budget does not have to be restrictive and
can be the driver for best practice. Kevin Marks visited Bargoed Golf
Club to look at the innovative equipment maintenance regime that is
reaping great benefits for the members at the Mid Glamorgan club.

three-man team, working within the
demands of the budget actually
inspires them to be innovative in the
way that they undertake their daily
L& l\l\\

A new 600 square metre \\'nrkshnp
and storage facility was built in 1996
at a cost of £40,000 and integral to
the design is a small kitchen and rest
area, lnuuhm with shower and toilet
hulll(u\ A special chemical store was
also constructed to comply with
H&S legislation. The workshop is the
responsibility of Assistant Head
Greenkeeper and Mechanic, Paul
Jeffries, a self-taught technician from
his days as an amateur rally-driving
enthusiast. Paul has been with club
for 22 years and will tackle any job
however large or small, he even ser-
vices, repairs and maintains the club’s
JCB. The workshop is a testament to
his commitment; there’s a place for
everything and everything was in
place, from hand and air tools to
welding equipment and cylinder
grinding machines to gang mowers



Below: Assistant head greenkeeper and mechanic Paul
Jeffries on the pristine, 10 year old Ransomes GT Classic

i
3

and trailed aerators. They have also
purchased an hydraulic pipe repair kit
and carry out all their own puncture
repairs, making it almost totally self-
sufficient. However large a storage
area is, it's never quite large enough
and equipment has to be double-
parked. This means that it has to be
moved frequently to access equip-
ment at the back. Paul Jeffries has
looked at this and devised a clever
method to alleviate the problem.
Every item of equipment, however
large or small, is stored on wooden
pallets. A hand-operated pallet truck
is used to lift and move the equip-
ment around the shed. There's no
need to hitch any of the larger trailed
or hydraulic equipment to a power
unit or for any manual heavy lifting
of smaller items, which is excellent
from a health and safety perspective,
a point emphasised by the inspector
during their last H&S review.
Looking at the turf maintenance
equipment is yet another revelation.
Much of the equipment is over five

years old, but from the immaculate
condition vou would never realise it
This is (’Pil(l!ﬂi\(‘(l by a pristine
Ransomes GT Classic, now entering
its 10th season, and looking as good
as when it left the factory. Paul has
lavished considerable care on this
machine, including a complete over-
haul, rewiring, respray and new
decals.

The course uses predominantly
Textron  equipment  including
Jacobsen greens, tees, surrounds and
rough mowers, Ransomes hydraulic
gangs, an lIseki compact tractor and
a Cushman TurfTruckster with vari-
ous attachments. However, head
greenkeeper Rob Wilkinson also runs
a Kubota G1900 rotary, an Allen
National triplex, a Wiedermann ver-
ti-drainer, a Massey Ferguson 240
tractor, a Wessex greens sweeper, a
Sisis scarifier, a 3-tonne 4-wheel dri-
ve dumper and the JCB already
mentioned.

To keep the machines in pristine
condition is not an onerous or time

relie
orinding...

..the only way forward

Efficient grinding keeps your mowers
on the greens and out of the workshop,
saving you time and money.

C EREERER L=

When you have reached
perfection in performance
you can pay attention to detail

For full details of our range of
Juno & Jupiter
mower grinding machines contact:

™®

"’ﬁ‘e

H U N TSR GRINDTERS

Hunter Grinders Limited
Delta Works, Hobson Industrial Estate,

Burnopfield, Newcastle upon Tyne NE 16 6EA
Tel: 01207 270316 Fax: 01207 270312
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Above: Equipment is stored on pallets
and a hand-operated pallet truck is
used to lift and transport the items
around the shed. This prevents any
manual lifting and saves time and
effort hitching to a power unit

Below: A section of the ‘Mountain
Links' part of the course featuring
natural fescue grasses with heather
and gorse lining the fairways
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consuming task, it’s just a case of a
regular maintenance regime that
everyone on the team hll_\'ﬂ in to. Oil
and water checks and a visual inspec-
tion are carried out daily and it is the
responsibility of the operator to wash
down each piece of equipment used
during the day. This is a policy that
is followed with an almost refigious
zeal as the corrosive nature of macer-
ated grass is fully appreciated by the
team. This is done in a special wash
down area using an industrial, heavy-
duty steam cleaner, powerful enough
to reach the most inaccessible areas
on any machine.

“We purchased the steam cleaner
wmnd-&mnd about 5 vears ago and it
has been excellent. Being of industri-
al quality it is much more powerful

than most other machines and cleans
the equipment brilliantly,” says Rob
Wilkinson.

Every week, each machine receives
an extensive lubrication, with every
grease nipple located and lubricated
with a transparent grease. This
involves putting the machines on
ramps to get to every lubrication
point, not just those that are visible,

This is followed every month by an
intermediate service including the
resetting of blades and back lapping
with both an 80 and 120 compound,
if required.: Each winter, every
machine is stripped down, complete-
ly overhauled and rebuilt for the
following season. Every second year
the machines are resprayed.

There’s a report board in the work-
shop where notes indicating any faults
or problems are posted so that recti-
fication can be carried out as soon as
possible. Each machine has a detailed
logbook designed by Paul Jeffries con-
taining a complete history of every
service, maintenance and repair car-
ried out. He also has parts books for
every machine and ensures that when
parts and spares are ordered, a part
number is quoted every time, thus
ensuring that the correct part arrives.
Over time he has built up an exten-
sive stock of parts and consumerables,
mainly items that are used regularly
such as hydraulic filters, oil filters, dri-
ve belts, plastic drives, etc.

“This might appear to be an unnec-
essary expense,” he says, “but it has
been built up over a number of years
and ensures that we have as little
down time as possible. If I don’t have
an item in stock I can always call R
S Bird our local dealer in Cowbridge

and they normally get the part to us
within 24 hours.”

Paul continued, “Readers might
think that our maintenance regimes
are excessive, but our policy is little
and often; we never let things deteri-
orate. Regular maintenance at any
club, large or small, is essential but
here on our limited budget we have
to get as many hours out of each
machine as possible and this system
works for us.”

Rob Wilkinson added, “We used to
lease purchase the machines in the
past, but by making sure that we max-
imise the life of the kit we have been
able to accumulate funds and we now
purchase new equipment outright, as
we have done when we bought the
Jacobsen Turfcat and Iseki tractor last
year.”

News of the success of the service
and maintenance work undertaken at
Bargoed has spread to some of the
smaller clubs in the valleys and they
now use Paul Jeffries for some of their
more difficult repair tasks. “This has
worked well, as we sometimes carry
out servicing and repairs in exchange
for an unwanted piece of equipment
which I know I can refurbish and use
here at Bargoed,” he said.

The final words are left to Club
Secretary, Geoff Williams, “The club
is very proud of the greenkeeping team,
the way they maintain the course and
look after the equipment. Lifelong
learning is becoming the norm in ilh
professions, especially greenkeeping. |
hope that by sharing some of the prac-
tices adopted here at Bargoed that
every club, however large or small, can
benefit in the longer term.”
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Those lucky enough to be entered in the 2001 BIGGA National
Championship have a real treat in store with the rare opportunity
to play two of the finest courses in the country possibly on the
way to winning some of the most prestigious silverware in the
Association’s possession. Royal Birkdale is regarded by many as
the finest course in the country while Southport & Ainsdale, a two
time Ryder Cup venue in the 1930s., but a scan of the web pro-
duces other tributes to both of these great courses...

ust

Champion

| know everyone at Royal Birkdale is
looking forward to hosting the first day
of the BIGGA National Championship
and my team and | will be making sure
that the course is set-up so that
everyone will enjoy their visit. We shall
certainly look forward to meeting up
with fellow greenkeepers from all over
the country

Chris Whittle Head Greenkeeper,
Royal Birkdale GC

We are delighted to be hosting the
final round of the 2001 BIGGA
National Championship and | am sure
the players, whether in contention for
a prize or not, will thoroughly enjoy
playing the course we shall be
preparing for them. | am also looking
forward to meeting fellow
greenkeepers from around the
country and I'm sure it will be a
superb occasion

Mike Mercer, Head Greenkeeper
Southport and Ainsdale GC
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Southport & Ainsdale (S&A), situ-
ated in the famous belt of linksland
near Southport, lies adjacent to the
main Southport to Liverpool railway
line, across from Hillside.

Established in 1906, Southport &

Ainsdale soon became famous.
Having already held several tourna-
ments, S&A was chosen to host the
Ryder cup in 1933 and 1937. Few
changes have taken place since then
and many of the holes are still as they
were when Sam Snead and Percy
Alliss graced a course which was
regarded as the toughest in the coun-
try by professionals at the time.
S&A also hosts m: any local and
national championships, including
the Open qualitying rounds. A links
course by nature, S&A is a fair test
of golf, smuhmsN to 6,687 yards in
length off the championship tees and
6,285 yards off the yellow tees.

Royal Birkdale is a ch: umpionship
course par excellence. It provides a
most formidable, yet always fair, test
of links golf and fully déserves the
accolade of recognition as a venue for
the one of the world’s golf classics.

The test it provides is a complete
one. It tries the golfer’s skill, charac-
ter, nerve and intellect.

Along with Muirfield it is justly
regarded as the fairest of all the
British Championship links courses.
It is modern and progressive without

betraying the game’s heritage. If ever
the ()pm were to be given a perma-
nent venue, Royal Birkdale would
have a widely-accepted claim.

Birkdale exploded onto the cham-
pionship scene in 1946 with the
Amateur Championship and cele-
brated its centenary in 1989. Since
then it has staged numerous cham-
pionships and international matches
for the best amateur and profession-
al, men and women golfers, including
the biannual matches between teams
representing GB&I and America; the
Curtis Cup; the Walker Cup and the
Ryder (up Above all though, Royal
Birkdale is an established venue for
the Open Championship.

Each hole runs in the valley
between towering sandhills, The
problems are clearly stated but if you
stray from the fairway, the sandhills,
buckthorn and serub can be punitive.
I'he signature hole at Royal Birkdale
is the 17th —a 547-yard par 5. Great
accuracy and boldness are required -
the twin sand dunes, some 240 vards
from the tee, pose a real challenge,
even with help from the prevailing
wind.

Roval Birkdale can also boast the
accolade of being voted number one
in the top 100 golf courses in the
British Isles.

Information from:
www.golf-england.co.uk/golf/sanda.htm

Pictures by Alan Birch



http://www.golf-england.co.uk/golf/sanda.htm

BIGGA extends thanks to the sponsors of the National Championship

Tonick Watering Ltd Textron Golf, Turf & Specialty Products
Prestige Sports Surfaces Ltd Rain Bird
Evenproducts Ltd Lely (UK) Ltd
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Gem Professional oratine ucts Group

The Scotts Company (UK) Ltd Grass Roots Trading Co
European Turf Technology Jim Fry
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Scott MacCallum met up with Dave Sammels,
Courses Superintendent at The De Vere Belfry
to talk about the forthcoming Ryder Cup match

You could make a strong case for
arguing that the biggest sporting event
of the year - and | haven't forgotten
the Lions Tour, or the Ashes Series, or
Wimbledon or the Super Bowl - will
take place in Wishaw, near Sutton
Coldfeld, in the Midlands.

That is the home of The De Vere
Belfry where the recently remodelled
Brabazon Course will be the stage on
which 24 of the world’s finest golfers
will compete for the Ryder Cup.

[t may last only three “days and have
no prize money at stake but in e: l\l\
of the matches since the early 80s,
has never failed to produce dl.unu
which wouldn’t be out of place at the
Globe Theatre in nearby Stratford-
upon-Avon. |

The teams are now so (\tlll\
matched that every one of the 2
players, who tees it up during the two
series of foursomes and fourballs and
final day singles, knows that every sin-
('l‘ shot may prove to be of vital
importance when it comes to tallying
up the points at the end of the match.

With that in mind the condition of
the course takes on almost mind
numbing importance. What if a per-
fect 350 yard Tiger Woods drive
finishes up in a divot... or a hole-
bound Colin Montgomerie putt on
the 18th green to win a match miss-
es its target after being nudged off line
by an old pitch mark? The fact that
golf is an outdoor game and the rub

of the green is a major element would-
n't come into it. Perfection is what is
expected and perfection is what is
demanded.

You would think such a \\ugln\
responsibility would have the man in
charge of getting the course close to
that perfection waking up in a cold
sweat at the very thought. Not so.

“I don't get \luplus nights think-
ing about the Ryder Cup \IINI
everything that goes along with it,
revealed De Vere Belfry Courses
Superintendent Dave Sammels.

“If I were to worry about it I'm sure
I wouldn't sleep but I'm confident
that we have everything covered and
have contingency plans to cover all
eventualities.”

And if anyone is in a pusmnn to
ensure every i is dotted and tee is cut
it is Dave, who lives in a flat above
his office and rarely leaves the gates
of the De Vere Belfry during his work-
ing week. '

He does admit, though, that the one
thing that could go wrong is the one
thing he can’t control and that, as
every greenkeeper knows, is the
weather.

Ihe problems that can cause were
demonstrated dramatically at the
Benson & Hedges International
Open held earlier in the season, a tour-
nament which acted as a
rehearsal for the Ryder Cup.

Ihose watching the BBC coverage

dress

for the

on the final day will recall the heavy
skies under which the last few match-
es completed their games. Minutes
after the final putt was sunk the thun-
derstorm struck with such venom that
lightning hit the television commen-
tary box at the back of the 18th stand
and pictures were lost.

“We were standing under the stand
at the time and there was a huge bang
and a bright light at the same time as
the lightning hit,” recalled Dave, who
works closely with Brabazon Head
Greenkeeper, Bevan Tattersall.

“It also struck a huge Scots pine on
the main drive 12 feet from the top

"and completely shattered the tree,
blowing pieces 50 yards in all direc-
tions. I'd never seen weather like it
before.”

Having said that, should the
Weather Gods once again decide to
turn their attention to the Midlands
at the end of September the team will
be as ready as they can possibly be.

“We have got plans in place for
everything from getting water off the
course to what happens if fog delays
the start as happened in an earlier
Ryder Cup match here,” explained
Dave, who is in charge of TheDe Vere
Belfry’s three courses, the Brabazon,
the Derby and the recently-built
PGA. '

['hat pl: anning has been underway
virtually since the day Dave took over
with meeting galore with the Ryder
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Cup committee and European Ryder
Cup Captain Sam Torrance himself.

“I've already had several meetings
with Sam on how he would like the
course set up for the match,” revealed
Dave.

“When I was in Boston for the last
Ryder Cup I was interviewed by a tele-
vision reporter who asked if [ would
be the 13th man on the team. I asked
him if the Brookline Superintendent
was the American’s 13th man and
although he didn't
answer the inference was
clear,” revealed Dave.

“The set-up on the
Brabazon will be done
fairly.. but in our
favour,” he smiled.

“Sam knows quite a bit
about greenkeeping and
he knows what Ew wants
to give his guys the best
chance of winning the
Cup. For example, he
knows how far the
Americans can hit the
ball and he knows how
far we hit it. He knows
the speed of the greens
the Americans are used
to and the speed of
greens our guys are famil-
iar with.”

In short Sam will make
sure the Europeans have
everything in their

favour as much as possible with the
longer hitting Americans perhaps
finding the fairways narrowing the
further down they go or the greens
not quite as fast as they would expect
on their own Tour - all of it no more
than the Europeans expect when they
are the visiting team.

The players will find the rough four
inches long with the semi an inch and
a half while the likelihood is that the
greens will be stimping at between
10.5 and 12.

During the week of the match the
greenkeeping team will comprise of
the 13 permanent members of the
Brabazon team, supplemented by the
15 from the other two courses - nine
on the PGA and six on the Derby -
six students, who do strimming and
fly mowing in the summer, and six
additional greenkeepers from Slaley
Hall and Carden Park, two other De
Vere resorts.

“Normally there is quite a bit of ban-
ter between our three teams - each
team has a name, the Brabazon staff
are called Brabwrackers, there is the
PGA Scum and the Derby Dingles -
but we will all be pulling together to
make sure everything is right during
the week,” said Dave, hinting at the
wicked humour that flies around the
maintenance facility.

They will not be short of equipment
to make sure the standards are met
with John Deere, the official supplier

to the De Vere Belfry adding to the
regular armoury of machinery lead-
ing up to and during the week itself.

“We will be hand m(mm;s y all greens

and tees and will have 18 machines,
plus a couple of spares, to do the job.
We will also be using greens triples to
cut the fairways,” said Dave.

The team will begin at first light and
cut the entire course. On the first two
days, when there is a foursomes series
followed by a fourball series, the
greens, tees and fairways will be cut
again midway through the day and all
divots replaced. This will be repeated
at the close of play.

“We can cut the entire course in

around an hour with an individual
green taking about 20 minutes.”
- While it is easy to appreciate the
nerves the players will be feeling dur-
ing the week it would also be easy to
underestimate the pressure the greens
staff will be under. With high in the
sky camera positions and huge grand-
stands any L‘ss than perfect mowing
lines will be blatantly obvious but
Dave knows his team are up to the
job.

Ne have some of the best green-




——

i e VPTG G T

Ralas. £

bl St PRI = RS S e

PR —
IR
-

keepers anywhere in Britain here - one
of them is known as “Laser” Luke
because his lines are so straight - and
everyone is up to the job. They are
all buzzing about the Ryder Cup,”
said Dave, who expects many of them
to move on once they have the Ryder
Cup on their CVs. '

“I've told them I don’t mind as long
as they go away from here to be Head
(irn‘x{kcqwrs - if they move sideways
I'll kick them out the door. All are
good enough to be at least First
Assistants. We train them all on side
here and I'm proud of our record for
training.”

While the course is being brought
to a peak for the week of the Ryder
Cup the general standard is some-
thing The De Vere Belfry strives to
maintain day-in-day-out

“We operate a five day shift rather
than a five day week so we've always
got cover on the golf courses. It saves
the courses going up and down and
we can keep the standard high all the
time,” said Dave, who likes nothing
more than getting out on to the golf
course and doing whatever job needs
done.

WL e S
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“People see the course on television
and expect it to be the same when
they arrive for a game. It is our job to
make sure it lives up to expectations
365 days a year."

When Dave is not working he heads
back to his home in Edinburgh, where
his wife and brother run the family
business, Edinburgh Landscapes.

It was through Edinburgh
Landscapes that Dave first became
involved with the soon-to-be four
time Ryder Cup venue.

The company had worked closely
with Dave Thomas, the original co-
designer of the Brabazon with Peter
Alliss, on a number of other golf cours-
es including Westerwood near
Cumbernauld and the Roxburghe in
the Scottish Borders, and he asked
Dave to give him a price for growing-
in the new PGA course.

“At the end of that contract I was
asked if I wanted a job here, initially
as Course Manager of the Derby and
PGA courses. 1 was asked as we
walked around the course and the fur-
ther we walked the more | fancied the
idea. I can’t tell you why I wanted to
come here. It was a big challenge and

PR

I suppose I was getting older as well
and didn’t want to lose what was a
great opportunity for me,” explained
Dave, who took on the additional
responsibility for the Brabazon six
months later,

A visitor to this year’s Ryder Cup,
not having visited The De Vere Belfry
since the last match was played there
in ‘93 might be forgiven for thinking
he'd shown up at the wrong venue
such has been the number of changes
to the course since then.

“It would be easier to sav what we
haven't changed about the course
rather than go through what we have,”
smiled Dave, hinting at the extensive
nature of the face lift the Brabazon
had been on the receiving end of, cost-
ing almost £2.5 million.

With that he runs through a list
which covers virtually every hole,
sometimes fundamental amend-
ments, other times mere tweaks.
Indeed included among the changes
are two n'nmplclcl'\‘ new holes in the
3rd and 4th. The 3rd has moved from
being a straight par-4 to being a dog-
legged par-5 with a pond in front
while the 4th used to be a par-5 but

is now a par-4, again with a pond
guarding the green.

“The work has been done for the
betterment of the golf course as a
whole and not just for the Ryder Cup
and now it is a mature course which
is going from strength to strength,”
said Dave, whose personal input
included the addition of 14 magnifi-
cent brick bridges around the course.

Pleasingly, both Dave and Bevan
have been invited to all of the official
engagements during the week, includ-
ing the Opening and Closing
ceremonies but Dave isn't fazed by
the prospect of rubbing shoulders
with the likes of Tiger and Monty.

“I think being a Scotsman you think
A man’s a man for a' that’. They
might play golf better than me but 1
can do other things better than them
so as far as I'm concerned we're
equals. I do admire them though.”

Such is the excellence of the work
that has been done at The De Vere
Belfry recently, coupled with that dur-
ing the week of the match itself Dave
Sammels and his team will have the
admiration of all the players and the
rest of the greenkeeping fraternity.
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Daniel Binns leads
you through the
confusing path

of soil analysis ...
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analysis

Unravelling the mystery




Periodic soil analysis is important
in order to review trends of pH and
nutrient levels in the soil. There are
currently a variety of testing alterna-
tives available to the greenkeeper but
few of these are independent.
Furthermore the information the
provide is often confusing and diffi-
cult to understand. The purpose of
this article is to help interpret the
minefield of information which can
often accompany the results of your
chemical anaﬁ)ysis once it returns from
the laboratory:.

As far as we know there are 13
essential elements in the soil neces-
sary for plant growth. These are

required in addition to three nutri-
ents, which are not derived from the
soil but from the atmosphere and
water. These are carbon (C), oxygen
(0) and hydrogen (H) and form the
largest percentage of the plant, on a
dry weight basis. The plant carbohy-
drates are composed of these
elements. The only reason we usual-
ly don’t think of these as being
essential nutrients is because we do
not have to supply them through fer-
tilisation and they are not derived
from the soil.

The 13 soil-derived nutrients are
divided up into macronutrients and
micronutrients. Macronutrients are
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Unravelling the mystery

required in largest quantity and
include nitrogen (N), potassium (K),
phosphorus (P), calcium (Ca), mag-
nesium (Mg) and sulphur (S).
Micronutrients are present in very
small quantities within the plant.
These trace elements (micronutri-
ents) are chlorine (Cl), iron (Fe),
manganese (Mn), boron (B), zinc
(Zn), copper (Cu) and molybdenum

(Mo). All of these nutrients need to
be present in adequate quantities for
concentrations are measured in parts
per million of leaf material.

Soil pH is, of course, the single most
important chemical factor that influ-
ences turf management. It is a
measure of the acidity or alkalinity of
the soil, determined by the concen-
tration of hydrogen ions in a soil
solution. Acidic soils (pH below 7.0)
have a high concentration of hydro-
gen ions while alkaline soils (pH
above 7.0) have a low concentration
of hydrogen ions.

In more acidic soils, certain nutri-
ents become less available, namely
nitrogen, phosphorus, calcium,

otassium  and  magnesium.
Botemially toxic elements such as alu-
minium and manganese are made
more available through acidification.
Many species of grass will not thrive
under these conditions and as a con-
sequence soil pH has a significant
effect on the species that dominate
the turf.

Most of the nutrients that we sup-
ply to the turf through fertilisers are
positively charged ions. We call these
cations. These cations can become
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attached to the negatively charged
surfaces of clay and organic matter in
the soil. en cations become
attached to these cation exchange
sites on clay and organic matter, they
become temporarily retained by the
soil. These nutrients can then be
utilised at a later time by the plant.

There are also negatively charged
plant nutrients. These include

nitrate-nitrogen, phosphates, sul-
phates, chloride and molybdenum.
Due to the negative charge, they can-
not be held by soil clay organic matter
and these nutrients tend to move
more quickly through the soil along
with soil water. Thus they are prone
to leaching losses, and once they
leach beyond the rootzone of the tur-
fgrass roots, they are no longer
available to the plant.

One essential plant nutrient is neu-
tral, meaning it has neither a negative
or positive charge. This nutrient is
boron in the form or boric acid, but
the plant requires it nonetheless,
although grasses need much lower
amounts than broad leaved plants.

The ability of a soil to retain cation
nutrients is important. As the con-
tent of clay and organic matter in the
soil goes up, so does the soil’s cation
exchange capacity. Cation Exchal;ﬁe
Capacity (CEC) is an indicator of the
nutrient holding capability of the soil
and can be a useful indicator in its
own right. The term refers to the abil-
ity of negatively charged soil particles
to attract the positively charged ions.

Sands have lower CEC than soils
containing clay. It is for this reason

we need to make repeated light appli-
cations of fertilisers under sandy soil
conditions. The nutrients are not
retained by sandy soil because it has
avery low CEC. However, in heavier
or more organic soils we find that the
need for nutrients from fertiliser is
lower because they typically retain a
lot of these cationic nutrients. These
nutrients remain in the soil and are
available to the plant for a longer peri-
od of time.

Although CEC is of interest, it is
not the most important factor in
determining nutrient holding capac-
ity of soil. It is the amount of organic
matter present which determines the
quantity of nitrogen and other nutri-
ents held within the soil. For example
the organic matter under a golf green
has far more of an impact on the turf
s fertility rather than CEC It is the
organic matter which holds the nitro-
gen reserves.

The majority of greenkeepers
undertake routine soil analyses to
monitor nutrient levels on their
greens. Regular (perhaps yearly) test-
ing has the greatest value especially
on sandy rootzones where changes
can occur rapidly. ideally, samples
should be submitted from each green
on the course. Representative sam-
pling may be appropriate if all the
greens are constructed and managed
the same way, also helping to keep
analysis costs to a minimum.
Identifying the best, worst and one
avcraFe green.

Collect the samples at the same
time each year, to the same depth and
use the same laboratory - preferably
an independent one. this process
eliminates a few variables that can
compromise the value of the data.
Samples should be obtained at least
three weeks after any fertiliser appli-
cation.

Nutrients can be extracted in the
laboratory in a number of ways but
in sports turf we are now seeing stan-
dardisation of these extraction
methods. It is the interpretation of
the results that often causes confu-
sion.

Commonly soil chemical analysis
can be interpreted in two ways. the
first is the more proven, traditional
method of predicting the quantity of

lant available nutrients in the soil.

asing a sound fertiliser programme
on pl—gl values and level of available
nutrients will provide an accurate
assessment of nutrient requirements
in the rootzone.

The second method of interpreta-

tion uses the base cation saturation
ratio.

Recommendations are made by
ranking the calculated percent cation
saturation with an ideal base satura-
tion taken from research in
agriculture. The percentage base sat-
urations are those likely to be found
in a soil of neutral pH. They are not
necessarily the optimum ratios for

lant %:()W(h and are simply derived

tom the natural element concentra-
tions in soil.

As a consequence recommenda-
tions from this method assume a pH
of 7.0 is desirable because nutrient
availability is increased in neutral
soils. Unfortunately this fails to
recognise that most greenkeepers in
the UK aim to have mildly acidic soils
where favourable grass species will
dominate, disease incidence can be
reduced and weed growth inhibited.
Having mildly acidic soil may have a
detrimental effect on the availability
of some nutrients, but it may be this
very fact that gives the poverty grass-
es a competitive edge in a Poa annua
dominated world.

As you can imagine this method can
often highlight a number of anom-
alies in the soil, for example copper
or boron deficiency. In reality, it is
extremely rare to find deficiencies of
any of the micronutrients on turf in
the UK.

The only way to be sure that any
soil test predicts nutrient availability
for turf is to carry out the basic
research. Interpretation of analysis
results must be based on trials with
turf grasses growing under varying
nutrient regimes such that deficiency
symptoms are actually induced.

There are now a plethora of green-
keeping products available on the
market and we are constantly bom-
barded with information on the latest
development that will make all the
difference to our turf. In terms of
nutrition, try not to be blinded by
science; instead keep resistant, dis-
ease tolerant turf are the physical
maintenance of the rootzone and
sensible nitrogen fertiliser applica-
tions.

Daniel Binns is an STRI Turfgrass
Agronomist covering the Midlands.
Daniel and the rest of the STRI team can
be contacted on 01274 565131, e-mail:
info@stri.co.uk or visit our website
www.stri.co.uk
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Scottish Region
Peter Boyd

Tel/Fax 0141 616 3440

North

At the time of writing the forms for
the Section Autumn Outing were
going out to all members, and by now

the event at Keith GC will have prob-
ably been played. Results will Le in
the October magazine as will the
report from the Norrie Whytock
Trophy at Auchterarder GC. Next
month is the National
Championships at Royal Birkdale
and Southport & Ainsdale GC, I will
be playing and hope to see a few
members if you can make the trip.

I have a few details of the Seminar
we are running in November. It will
be held at Mcdonald GC Ellon on
Friday November 9 in the early
evening, confirmed speakers are
Gordon Moir, Links Manager at St
Andrews, Ronnie Bunting, Course
Manager at Kilmacolm GC and Peter
Boyd, BIGGA Regional
Administrator for Scotland. One
more speaker will make ur the pro-
gramme and we hope to be able to
provide refreshments for delegates.
All in the Aberdeen area are urged to
support this Seminar and bring
Greens Convenors etc. along as it
should be very interesting and edu-
cational. A full programme and
application form will be sent out in
due course. Thanks must go to John
Geddes and Hugh MacLatchie for
setting this up.

Next month 1 hope to reveal the
two lucky members of the Section
who have won this year's Patrons’
Awards of a trip to BTME 2002.
Watch this space.

The Open Championship was 'me
again this year and the Support Team
did a great job as usual, I hope George
Mitchell, Newmacher enjoyed his
first experience of being a part of it.

This year has been one I will be glad
to see the back of workwise as it took
us 5o long to get going with the weath-
er and such, so %et's hope for a good
Autumn to get all our end of season
work done.

lain Macleod

Central

This month we extend a warm
Section welcome to Bruce Summerton,
Bruce is Head Greenkeeper at King
James VI Golf Club on Mongcrieffe
Island in Perth and as there are quite a
few Section events taking place over the
next few months, he will get a chance
to meet some of his fellow members.

Here's a list of dates to add to the
one you already have for the Autumn
tournament on September 27 at
Murrayshall, the Grand five-a-side
Football Tournament will be held at
Forthbank Stadium, Stirling on
Sunday October 14, the AGM will
be held at Celtic Park, Glasgow on
Tuesday October 23. Incidentally no
one came up with the answer to the
puzzle set in the July magazine
regarding the venue. Was the clue too
cryptic or did no one really want to
win a Club 2000 ticket? Tell the truth
now! Surely with a venue like Celtic

Park for the AGM we will get a bet-
ter turnout than the usual 10 to 12
stalwarts who always give us their
support, just think about it some of
you really staunch football support-
ers will get the chance to see the
European Cup at close quarters for
the l'lu'sl time! The first really social
golf tournament or Turkey Trot, as
Gordon Mitchell keeps calling it, will
be held on Saturday, Dccemﬁcr | at
Piperdam Golf Club in Angus. As
before if you are going to attend any
of these events would you please
return the reply form at the bottom
of the letter by the date given, it
makes it a whole lot easier for cater-
ing etc. Thanks. Two men on the
move are Stuart Smith, from Lundin
Links, and Fraser Wright, from
Lundin Ladies. Both have moved to
the new course at Kingask, St.
Andrews. Best wishes and every suc-
cess for the future from everyone in
the Section.

Stuart, | gave your bottle of vodka
(from the Spring Tournament) to the
“Heroes From iifc" and they have
promised to replace it if they can get
“Deek” to casL in some of the dol-
lars he never spent in Florida!

A man who has been in the wars
recently is one of our Patron’s repre-
sentative on our committee, Kevin
Brunton. Kevin sustained a broken
ankle while attempting to unload
something from the rear of a trailer
and ended up in hospital. Best wish-
es from everyone for a speedy
recovery, Kevin! I thought because he
was laid up with a hmtcn ankle that
I'would get peace from his usual sales
patter for a while, but no, he came
Lobbling in on crutches the other day
“Just to see if there is anything you're
needing.” You can't keep a good man
down!

John Crawford.

Phone a friend?

www.bigga.org.uk/contact.html

Ayrshire

Just a brief note this month to
remind everyone that our Autumn
Outing will be played at Brighouse
Bay Golf Club- on Thursday,
September 27. The format will along
the usual lines. Our Secretary, Derek
Wilson, will have a letter with you
soon to confirm all the final arrange-
ments and I hope to see a better than
average turnout especially from our
southern members with the venue in
their locality. See you at Brighouse.
Any news call me on 01505 683278

lain Barr

Northern Region
Douglas Bell

Tel: 0151 4

Northern

Only a few days ago at the time of
writing this report, it was with shock
and great sadness that I was informed
of Roy Spencer passing away. Roy will
be sorely missed by the Northern
Section ‘members. He was a Past
Chairman of the Section and main-

tained his links and supporting the
Section right upto his passing away.
As well as being well loved by the
Section members Roy left behind a
wife, Sylvia, eight kids and 15 grand-
children. A full tribute will appear in
next month’s magazine.

A couple of weeks ago the annual
Roses match was pluyc(}f at Sandmoor
GC. A match report and hopefully a
happy one to f()lllo\v next month.

September is busy month on the
old calendar with Invitation Day next
week and the Cumbria Cup at
Penrith GC on the 19th.

Important changes to your diary
concerning the AGM At a recent
committee meeting it was decided to
move the AGM to coincide with the
financial year and also make the win-
ter golf more of a fun day. Notice is
hearby given that the Northern
Section AGM will be on Thursday,
October 18 at 11.30 am at
Woodsome Hall GC.

The Autumn Tournament will fol-
low with bacon sarni and coffee
following the AGM from 12.30 with
a tee off at 1.30 followed by the
evening meal. Closing date for entries
is October 10 with payment in full
(cheques made payable to BIGGA
Northern Section) and sent to my
address please.

Tickets are now being sold for the
Section’s annual dinner dance on
Saturday, November 10. at Bradford
GC, Carvery + Disco 7 pm till late.
This is an open event so bring along
family and friends for a fun night out.
The price for thisis only £17. To book
for this event contact our social man
Dave Thackray on 01274 640739 or
07976 876264 or 16 Westwood
Avenue, Bradford, West Yorkshire,
BD2 IN]

Congratulations to John Studdard
on m:ﬁxing it through to the final of
the Toro Student of the Year. John,
from Leeds Golf Centre (Wike
Ridge), will be going to the final in
October after coming through the
regional heats.

1§/I;m Booth, from Howley Hall GC,
along with his wife Alison are expect-
ing a baby in January to add to their
clan including Jack (8) and Matthew
(14).

The Section website is now up and
running, to log on just send me an e-
mail and I'll give you it, as it is not
yet registered at the time of writing
this.

We welcome new members in
Robert Herrero, Heworth GC; Paul
Brown, West Bradford GC; Michael
Dealtry, Skidby Lakes GC; Paul
Gledhill, Halifax Bradley Hall GC.

That's all for now, if anybody as any
then let me know.

My address is 67 Asquith Avenue, Morley,
Leeds, LS27 90QS; Tel: 0113 2383188:
Mobile 07790 678572, E-mail:
andy_smith21@hotmail.com

Andy Smith

Section Event?

www.bigga.org.uk/events.html

North West

I have not long returned from a very
enjoyable week at The Open at Royal
Lytham and feel I must congratulate

Yaul Smith and his staff on the fine
condition of the course. Most of my
time was taken up either in the por-
ta-cabin, or at the Ist tee, so not
seeing a lot of the course I decided
to go divoting a couple of nights with
a l%w of the Support team. This is
the best time to see the course, as you
are able to meander across the greens,
which are in great condition, and see

robably the best constructed

unkers in the country. Certainly
none of the players took the course
to pieces, even though the strong
winds which were forecast never
arrived. Last time The Open was
slayed at  Roval Lytham, Jim

facdonald was Head Greenkeeper,
and although many years younger,
Paul Smith ﬁ‘ms kept up the tradition
of producing a first c'ass course for
The Open.

In the July issue of Greenkeeper
International all members of BI(IA}A
were given the opportunity to submit
a personal profile to win a trip to
Florida and the GCSAA Conference
and show. The profile had to be sub-
mitted to me by July 31, and
although the North West Section has
600 members 1 only received three
applications. The trip is sponsored by
Bernhard & Company, and two BIG-
GA members wil\ be selected from
each Region. This was a rare oppor-
tunity to go to America completely
free of charge, and to find out what
greenkeeping is like on the other side
of the pond. Three out of 600 is not
good enough, and I am sure that
many of you would love to go but did
not apply, well remember these
opportunities are open to all mem-
bers of BIGGA, so if the chance
comes again, lets have a better
response.

’llhc next golf meeting will be the
“Stewards” match at Hazel Grove
Golf Club on Monday, September 10,
and we need a team of 16 to retain
the tm,)hy. This will be followed by
the “Whitelaw Bowl” to be played at
Penrith Golf Club on Wednesday
19th September. If you are available
for any of the above matches, or have
any news or job vacancies please ring
me on, 07761 583387 or 01517
145412,

Bert Cross

Latest news?

www.bigga.org.uk/news.html

North Wales

Apologies once again for lack of
notes but I have moved house and
for the last month have had no fixed
abode, all my belongings are spread
around North Wales and my Ii;c is a
bit upside down at the moment.

Apologies go to Darren Anderson,
who has been trying to track me
down without much success. In say-
ing that though he is the only one
who has tried (C’'mon committee, |
need dates etc. of lhings to relay)

It is the first week of August and |
should be moving into my new house
this week when normal service
should be resumed. I can still be con-
tacted on my mobile on 07787
586084.

Dave Goodridge
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Midland Region

Peter Larter
Tel: 0148(

The first of this year’s Midland
Region Golf Management Trophy
events was held at Verulam Golf Club
on Tuesday, August 7 when 16 teams
comprising a greenkeeper, Club
Secretary, Club Captain and
Chairman of Green competed for a
tonne of fertiliser for the winning golf
club and other team prizes.

Many readers may not be aware
that Samuel Ryder, a local seed mer-
chant, Mayor of St. Albans, Club
Captain and the instigator of the
Ryder Cup, was a member of Verulam
Golf Club at the time he had the idea
of playing a match against the USA
for which he donated the trophy,
which is in everyone's minds in the
lead up to this year’s Match at the
Belfry.

The event was sponsored by Scotts
who in their fourth year of support-
ing these competitions, represented
by Mike Jupp who was attending his
first BIGGA golf event. Despite a
dreadful weather forecast, most of the
teams completed their round in the
dry and the course was superbly pre-
sented by Head Greenkeeper Geoff
Smith and his staff.

The winning club was Hartsbourne
Golf & Country Club with a superb
team score of 133, 11 under par, with
the Mid Herts Golf Club a close sec-
ond on 134 and Mill Hill Golf Club
third on 136, on a count-back from
the host club. An excellent day was
had by all and our thanks go to all at
Verulam Golf Club for their hospi-
tality and cooperation in staging the
competition.

Peter Larter

Phone a friend?

www.bigga.org.uk/contact.html

Mid Anglia

The Section’s autumn golf tourna-
ment is to be held at Letclﬁ\mnh Golf
Club on October 11th. The format
will be 18 holes of golf in the morn-
ing, followed by ameal and the Annual
General Meeting in the afternoon.

Those wishing to attend the AGM
only, should arrive for 4.00pm. Entries
to the golf tournament should be sent
to Richard, using the usual form.

Paul Lockett

Section Event?

www.bigga.org.uk/events.html

East Midlands

Not a great deal of news to report
on this month. At the E.T. Breakwells
golf day on July 25 several members
were invited courtesy of Len
Breakwell for a business day’s game
of golf. The winner was BIGGA Vice
Chairman himself Richard Barker.
Unfortunately the East Midlands
team could only finish in third place.
[ would like to take this opportunity
to thank Kevin Kinzer, of E.T.
Breakwells, for helping to organise
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this event. Please remember that this
years Autumn tournament is to be
held on September 14 at Lingdale
Golf Club. If you wish to confirm
your Tee-Off time then please give me
a ring.

Antony Bindley

East of England

Woodhall Spa was the setting for
the Burdens Golf Trophy:

The members played over the new
Bracken Course, which was in superb
condition. It was well defined and
manicured and an excellent test of
golf. Sam Rhodes and Peter Wisbey
were thanked for their efforts and
asked to thank all of the EGU
Headquarters for courtesy on the day.

Prize Winners:- 1. Richard Owen,
Boston West, 39 pts; 2. Jodie Forster,
Thorpe Wood, 38 pts; 3. David
Hornsey, Woodhall Spa, 37 pts; 4.
Brett Cornelious, Seacroft, 35 pts.
Nearest The Pin, Richard Owen.
Trade prizes went to Duncan Beall
and Gary Cooper, the prizes were pre-
sented by Peter Warner and Chris ll.cc.
of Burdens, and many thanks to them
and all other sponsors on the day.

The  Peterborough ~ Garden
Machinery Trophy was played at
Spalding Golf Club. A good turn out
(»anm%wrs played an excellent con-
ditioned course prepared by head
greenkeeper Tony lqu'd and his staff.

The winner on the day was new
Head Greenkeeper to the section lan
Batty of Sleaford GC. Welcome and
well done on winning the PGM
Trophy.

1. lan Batty, 35pts, Sleaford GC
2. Les Howkins, 34 pts, Cleethorpes GC;
3. Graeme Macdonald, 33 pts, Newark GC.

Trade Prize. Gary Cooper 34 pts
Longest Drive. David Hornsey, Woodhall Spa
Nearest the Pin. Simon Hedley.

Thanks to all sponsors on the day,
especially Keith }r()m PGM.

thers were:- Tower Chemicals,
Greenpride, Aitkens, Boughton
Loam, Alpha Amenity, Lincsgreen,
Rigby Taylors, Mansfield Sands,
Burdens and Midlube.

After the prize giving Gary Cooper,
of Tower Chemicals, presented David
Hornsey and Les Howkins with their
BIGGA Blazers. Tower are now the
Order of Merit sponsors which first
prize is a new Blazer. Thanks to Gary
and Tower Chemicals.

G Macdonald

BBO

Humblest of apologies for missing
the last few months. It must have
been all that sunshine going to my
head - just not used to hot sunny
weather especially down here at Costa
Del Caversham. Anyway straight onto
business and it seems that Colin Hutt
is trying to do his own impression of
Tiger Woods by winning all the Section
competitions. Not satisfied with suc-
cess at Caversham Heath back in April,
he then went on to win at Maidenhead
with 43 pts, closely followed by Carl
Small with 41 pts and myself in the
prizes (at last) with 37 pts. Many
thanks to Maidenhead Golf Club for
their hospitality and also to David
Winterton and his team for producing

such an impressive course.

We would also like to thank Bernie
Wall, of Gem, for sponsoring the com-
petition. You may also be aware that
the Rigby Taylor Pairs is in full swing
at the moment, (no pun intended, hon-
est) and at the time of writing is at the
semi-final stages, which consists of the
following pairings: Alastair Higgs &
Simon Robinson, Calcot Park, v David
Goodchild &  Charlie  Wright,
Ellesbrough. lan Robins & Carl Small
(Defending Champions), Ellesbrough)
v Tony Steven & Andy Reason, Castle
Royle. Chris Lomas & Mark Hancock,
The Berkshire. v Gary Armstrong &

Mark Steels, Cherwll Edge. Lee Bishop
& Brian Payne, Burnham Beeches. v
Lindsay Anderson & Simon Austin,
Badgemore Park. Good Luck to those
involved as soon as I can find out the
results I'll try and get them in a report.

Well that’s about it for this month.
You would have thought that after
three months or is it four? that I might
have something interesting to write
about but unless you want to hear
about shooting myself in the thumb or
the episode with Steph and the tat-
toos... no I'll stop lx\ere. Hopefully
more next month.

Jon Scoones Tel: 01189 723334

Without doubrt, the new Verti-
Drain Mustang is the fastest, most
effective aerator on the market today.

Whilst it still features the unique,
patented ‘heave’ action, there are many
new improvements, including single
point arm adjustment, a stronger tine
support system and fewer working parts.
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South West
and South Wales

Paula Humphries
Tel: 01288 352194

The annual Regional Seminar at
Cannington College will take place
on November 21, 2001.

Speakers for the day are Steven
Bernhard, of Bernard and Co, who
will talk on Better Grass for Less
Money, a two part paper. Steven will
be followed by Richard Whyman,
Head Greenkeeper at Bude and

North Cornwall GC who will report
back from his trip to Canada where
he was a part of BIGGA's Bernhard's
Scholarship earlier this year. The
afternoon will hear from Dave
Sammels, Courses Superintendent at
De Vere Belfry, who will speak on
preparing from the Ryder Cup.
Question time will involved the list-
ed speakers plus Neil Thomas,
Executive Director of BIGGA and
2ast Chairman of the Association,
Gordon Child.

Attendance at the seminar counts
for three CPD points and cost is
£17.50 for members and £25 for non-

members inclusive of lunch.

Further information is available
from Paula Humphries Tel: 01288
352194

South Wales

[he summer Competition was
recently held at the Llanwern Golf
Club in Newport. We were made to
feel extremely welcome at the club by
everyone and we had an excellent day
all round. It was a first time visit to
Llanwern for many of us and we
found the golf course to be in excel-
lent condition thanks to A Panks and
his team. It's great when someone

goes out of their way to provide that
little bit of something more, some-
thing different, something special.!!
Course Manager Adrian Panks cer-
tainly did this for us at Llanwern, |
don't know how many noticed but
for us the greenkeepers, Adrian cut
the greens in backlap mode, yes real-
ly! Thanks!

lhanks Ade for this special treat-
ment, vou know what they say about
a craftsman blaming his tools?

Results of the day: Winner of the
Birdie Cup with a best gross was Peter
Holmstrom from Newport GC;
Winner of the Jacobsen Cup with a

It can drive its 6" tines, solid or

hollow, at a faster rate than any other
acrator, which makes it the perfect
machine for high speed runs down the
fairway and for even shorter work on the
greens.

T'he new Mustang joins the market-
leading range of Verti-Drains that have

outsold and outperformed all
competitors for the past 20 years.

And, with an aerator to suit
virtually every application, it’s the widest
range available anywhere.

But one word of caution.

The new Mustang is fast; so fast

that you may get done in a flash.

Contact us now for further
information or a demonstration of the new

Verti-Drain Mustang on 01428 661222,

Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd,
Weydown Industrial Estate, Weydown
Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1DW.
lel: 01428 661222, Fax: 01428 661218.

Redexim €
Mﬁ’ufe o

E-Mail: cem@dircon.co.uk

Web Site: http://www.redexim.com
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best nett was | B Jones from Dinas
Powis GC; 2.nett. Chairman Adrian
Panks; 3.nett. Steven Lloyd from
Burghill Valley GC; 4.nett. Brian Jones
from Pencoed College.

Longest Drive and Nearest the pin
both went to Andrew Roach, of
Haverfordwest GC.

Our sincere thanks to the committee
at Llanwern for granting us courtesy of
the course and to R § Bird Ltd our
* sponsors of the Summer Competition,
to Steven Clifford, Julian Driver and
Jeffrey Bird who all attended the day:
The prize table was superb as always
and we thank them for their contin-
ued support of what is our most
establislged event/trophy.

On the 25th at the Grove GC, near
Porthcawl our annual match
Greenkeepers versus Secretaries took
place. The weather was once again
superb and the golf course was in excel-
lent condition. This was our first visit
to the Grove GC and everyone was
pleasantly surprised at how good not
only the course is, forit's only five years
old, but the facilities that they have
there are really top class. We were made
to feel extremely welcome by all at the
Grove but especially Directors Tim
Jones and Mike Thomas, our sincere
thanks to them for their splendid hos-
pitality.

Grove Golf Club Captain, Mr David
Jones paid special praise to Head
Greenkeeper Henry Stead for his
efforts in ensuring that the Grove GC
is presented at it's best at all times and
this was reiterated by everyone who
was present. Well done Henry to you
and your team.!

The overall result of the day was a
friendly half with the Greenkeepers
retaining the Shield. My thanks to Ray
Howells for organising the Secretaries
team and for his kind words at the pre-
sentation.

Longest Drive went to - yes you

essed it ? Andy Roach; Nearest the

ins went to: Steven Lloyd, Burghill
Valley GC; Brian Jones, Pencoed
College; Herbie Prober, Pontardawe
GC and Jim Graham, Secretarz.

Many thanks to Alan Abel, of
Complete Weed Control, South Wales
who kindly sponsors this annual event.
It was pleasing for him (and me) to
have a two full teams present after last

ears poor showing. Thank you Alan!
yThe Rigby "lgaylor I\Xatchplay
Doubles Competition is well under-
way. Through to the next round go :-
Peter Lacey and Robert Hanford;
Daryl Bray and Steve Mills; Robert
Frater andy John Borja; Henry Stead
and David Morgan.

Kerry Jones and Daryl Jones; Jamie
Probert and Herbie Probert; Adrian
Panks and Julian B Jones and Russell
Anderson and Angus Macloed.

The next round draw will have tak-
en place and you will have been
notified by now. Good Luck.!

On Friday 13th of July, Paul
Robinson, Head Greenkeeper of Pyle
& Kenfig GC, officially retired. Paul
was a greenkeeper at Pyle & Kenfig for
over 35 years and was Treasurer for the
South Wales greenkeepers for over 14
years. On Tuesday 17th I was privi-
leged to be invited along to Pyle &
Kenfig along with other %IGGA re

resentatives, colleagues, friends,
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greenkeepers and club members/offi-
cials to attend a retirement party for
Paul. Our President, Colin Murphy;
was invited to say a few words (if you
know Colin, you know it won't be only
a few) on behalf of our Association and
Section.

Many kind things were said to Paul
that evening and all were sincere,
deserved and truthfull. Thanks to
P&K and Steve Anthony for inviting
us along. To Paul, we wish you well for
a long, happy, healthy and well
deserved retirement. See you soon!

Royal Porthcawl Golf Club greenstaff
are just about recovering from a hectic
fortnight of intense competitions.
Firstly they hosted the Ladies
European Tour event and then went
straight into the Welsh Amateur
Championships. I'm sure all went well
for David Ward and his team and that
Richard Hatcher will be fully recovered
and ready to write next months notes.?

The Section would like to wish Jim
McKenzie and the Celtic Manor
Resort all the very best for the Wales
Open which will have been played over
the Wentwood Hills Course by the
time you read this. Hopefully there will
have been some very good news in rela-
tion to the Ryder Cup bid for 2009 for
them and for Wales by then also.

On a personal note, I was unable to
attend the Open Championship as a
member of the Greenkeeper Support
Team at Lytham this year due to the
fact that Pennard Golf Club was open-
ing its new clubhouse and there was a
weekend of Competitions, frolicking
and festivities. (those with keen hear-
ing will have heard Peter Alliss mention
the fact a few times throughout the
duration of the Open). The Guest of
honour was Open Champion Max
Faulkner who opened the official
plaque on the 50th Anniversary of him
winning the Open at Royal Portrush
in 1951.

Gus Faulkner, Max's father was club
professional at Pennard golf club and
this is where Max Faulkner played his
first golf and learned links lg

One of my team members, Bob
Hanford was present at The Open and
had a marvellous time amid the sahara
of bunkers around the Lytham golf
course, (let alone Blackpool).

Congratulations to Paul Smith and
his team for the brilliant golf course
that they presented to the players. An
excellent Open and I would recom-
mend to everyone that to be amember
of the support team is something that
every working greenkeeper should do
at least once, it's a great experience and
one that you'll treasure.

Devon & Cornwall
The evenings are now slowly draw-
ing in which can only mean autumn is
once again around the corner, this year
our Autumn and Winter meeting pro-
mme starts a little earlier then usual
with the first meeting taking place on
Wednesday 3rd October at China Fleet
Golf & Country Club. The morning’s
olf competition will be a singles tab% -
ord competition for the D O Hunt
Trophy, our non playing members will
be able to enjoy the usual course walk
which will leave the club house at
approximately 10.30am, lunch will be
from Ipm followed by our afternoon

educational talk presented by Richard
Whyman on his experiences on the
Bernhard sponsored Canadian Trip.

Golfing members please note entry
details for our forthcoming meetings;

After receipt of your completed entry
form which will have been sent out to
you or your Course Manager.

Golfing members to receive starting
times before meetings, pairings will be
accepted for any foursome & green-
some competition.

A levy of £2 will be added to each
entry received after the closing date.

As some members have problems
pa?"ing before meetings, they will be
able to continue to pay on the day
without being levied as long as the
entry has been received before the clos-
ing date, any member who doesn't
attend after entering will be invoiced
if no payment is received.

Richard Whyman

South Coast

It's been quite a busy month with
two golf fixtures being played!

The first was the Invitational
Summer Tournament, which was
E]ayed at a very well presented

roadstone GC.

The day received a good turnout,
with 60 people taking part in the com-
petition. Everyone was impressed with
the standard of the course, so a big pat
on the back to Adi Archer and his ang.

The day finished quite late, I didn't

et back into the clubhouse until

:30pm! So the meal was definitely
needed by that time. A big thank you
must go to the catering staff, who
stayed on late to feed us all.

e results for the day are as follows;

1. 43pts Simon Ridland/Mark Davis. Rigby
Taylor Trophy;

2. 40pts Alan Magee and Father.

Course Care Trophy;

3. 40pts Bernie Emberley/P. Hector;

4. 39pts R.Wills and Father;

5, 38pts James Martin/Mike Cartwright.
(Yes, that is me...)

The second event to take place was
the Bi%ga Management Trophy, which
was played at a truly magnificent
Salisbury and South Wilts GC. (That’s
where I work!)

Twenty-five teams from around the
Section took part. The teams com-
prised of The Course Manager, The
General Manager, The Greens
Chairman and The Club Captain.

The winning teams were; 1. Moors
Valley GC; 2. Another GC; 3. Alesford
GC.egome of you might not have heard
of “Another &)lf Chﬁ)", I think it’s one
of those pseudonyms. I will investigate
and reveal their true identit?f next
month. I do apologise to all those at
“Another GC”.

So that’s what has happened, now
for what is yet to happen. The first is
the Autumn Tournament, which is to
be played at Petersfield GC, on
We[E\esday, October 3. The price for
the day is £18. This includes 18 holes
and a meal.

Cheques should be made payable to
B]GG% and sent to Chris Sturgess at;
40 Kinsbourne Way, Thornhill,
Southampton, Hants, SO19 6HB.

Starting times for the golf and the
meal will then be sent to you once
Chris has received your details.

Don't forget that if you need to cancel,
oumust give Chris at least 7 days notice.
ﬁu don't, you will lose your £18.
e second event is the Regional
Seminar at Cannington College.
Everyone should receive details of
prices and how to Fay for the day in
the post. But I will give more details

in next months article, when I have
more information myself.
Well that’s it. See you at Petersfield.
Mike Cartwight.

South East
Derek Farrington

Tel; 01903 260956

Kent

July 26 saw the summer Stableford
at Chesterfield Golf Club. It was a
rather hot day but the standard of
golf not so hot. Well that's what I was
told anyway. I was unable to attend
so I don’t have too much informa-
tion about the antics of the day but
I do have the results and reports back
by my staff who did play and thor-
oughly enjoyed their day out. Well
they don’t get out much because I
have them working so hard.

Right to the results. First place went
to Andrew Guy, second to Lewis Till
and third to Paul Larsen. Longest dri-
ve went to Chris Wright and Nearest
the pin went to Keith Porter. Well
done to all you guys. Not forgetting
the trade who we thank for they con-
tinued sufppon onee again. And the
winner of the trade prize was Derek
(NOT SO) Keen of John Shaw Grass
Machinery. Many people remarked
that it made a nice change to see you
out and about Derek. So on behalf
of everyone who played at
Chesterfield I would like to thank all
of their staff for making the Kent sec-
tion welcomed and I'm sure everyone
enjoyed their day.

I mentioned earlier I was unable
to make the golf day because I had
already excepted the great honour of

laying in the exclusive Bob Cook

emorial Golf Day at Kings Hill
Golf Club. Those who don't know
Bob, would not know that his golf
swing passed away several years ago
after a long illness. A great day was
had with some of Mr Cook’s more
colourful friends and drinking bud-
dies. I had the pleasure of pla?fing
with Bob's good f}r’iend The King' say
no more.

I have not been inundated with calls
or e-mails from you guys but I did
here from one Heac%u Greenkeeper
who is fed up with some of you reps
who just turn up at his sheds m’tE-
outan a })ointment expecting to see
him andp do think he has a point.
So all you reps who travel around
Kent please phone to make appoint-
ments,

No other news to speak of this
month so please get in contact with
me and tell me what's going on at
your clubs or in your lives something
must be going on somewhere out
there.

My number is 01732 875020 or e-
mai? me at jbatkhgolf@aol.com
please, not that I am desperate yet.

[ look forward to seeing you all at


mailto:jbatldigolf@aol.com

the Greenkeeper and Guest Day
meeting at Boughton Golf Club on
the 13th of September and I'm sure
Gary Debenham will have the place
looking good for our visit.

Jason Bean.

Surrey

Our summer tournament was held
on July 27 in warm and sunny weath-
er at Farnham Golf Club. Many
thanks to Peter McMorran and his
team for presenting the course in such
fine condition and to Farnham Golf
Club for allowing us courtesy.

Top of the points were;

Greg Richards, Hankley Common, 42pts
Douglas Stewart Fernie, Royal Epsom,
with an amazing 41 pts and

two ricochets; Mike Gould, Copthorne, 40
pts a very welcome visltor from Sussex
Section. Nearest the pin; Anthony Rudolf
Bremer, Dorking. Longest Drive; Dave
Guy.

Finally the Booby Prlze for most golf
K/lluyed we congratulate Dan Wheeler.

any thanks to Sheerwater for spon-
soring the day and supplying such good
quality prizes.

Anthony Freeman our Surrey Section
Chairman has arranged a visit to the
All  England Tennis Club at
Wimbledon. This promises to be a most
interesting excursion that will take place
on October 17 from 2pm until about
4.30pm. Please contact Anthony before
October 10 as all visitors must be reg-
istered prior to the day Now other
items of news from your roving reporter
from around Surrey. Garry and Nicola
Bishop at Tandridge Golf Club have cel-
ebrated the birth of a son, Ethan James,
8 Ibs 13 ozs on July 11 and from
Hindhead Golf Club Steve and Kerry
Holmes happily announce that thelr
daughter Jessica Michelle 8 Ibs was
born on Sunday; July 29. Local moves
from club to club include Gordon Bell

one from Woodcote Park to take up
ﬁis new position at Copthorne Hotel
Effingham  Park as  Estate
Manager/Head Greenkeeper and the
new %)eputv Head Greenkeeper at
Bramley Golf Club is Barry Smlth from
Shillinglee.

By the time this is in print we will
have played the McMillan Tankard at
Sunningdale. Results in October’s edi-
tion. The autumn Tournament is at
Croham Hurst on October 4 and the
Turkey Trot and AGM take place at
Malden on November 30.

Please remember to contact Anthony
Freeman about the All England Tennis
Club visit at Wimbledon and we thank
Eddie Seaward in advance for an oppor-
tunity to see the inner workings of one
of England’s greatest sporting attrac-
tions.

Brian Willmott.

South West

This year's summer tournament was
held at the Dendelshire Golf Club. It
was a very hot and sunny day with
about 30 people and myseif sitting on
the patio sipping my Pimms. A very bi§
thank you must go to Craig Fudge an
his team who had the course in a tru-
ly excelent condition, with the greens
like velvet and magnificent to putt on
Craig also put the boys off the white
tee’s just to make it more interesting,

also the catering staff for an excellent
meal.

A big thank you to Roger Davey and
Ocmis Irrigation for sponsoring the day
and supplying the trophy and prizes.
In first place with a score of 40 points
and winner of not only the Ocmis tro-
phy but also the Assistants’ Trophy was

ohn Bachelor, second was Craig Fudge

with 39 points and third was Jon Jarvis
with 35 points. The nearest the pin was
won by Ceri Richards but seeming he
was a rep, we decided to award it to
Don Southey, and the longest drive
went to Gary Cook. We raised £52 in
the rafffe and many thanks go to those
who supplied the prizes. Again many
thanks go to Craig and all the staff at
the Kendelshire Golf Club.

The next dates to look out for the
Sept 12 match versus South Wales at
St Peirre. Anyone wishing to play in
this match should contact K James who
will pass your name onto the team
Captain. The other date to look out for
is 16th Oct the autumn tournament
and AGM which will be held at
Cumberwell Park Golf Club anyone
wishing to play can contact K. James
on 01934 627 143/07788 427 677 if
you do not recieve any notification
through the post.

K. James

East Anglia

Firstly may I congratulate Paul Smith
and his team at Royal Lytham & St.
Annes for putting on a great venue for
the 130th Open Championship. The
course looked in splenc[i)d shape and
certainly caused some problems for the
professionals, and well done to the BIG-
GA team for their sterling performance
of bunker raking during the
Championship. Matthew Gill, from
Stowmarket Golf Club, represented
Otley College as their candidate in the
Toro Student Greenkeeper of the year
and got through to the interview stage,
Well done Matthew.

Many Head Greenkeepers/Course
Managers take pride in looking after
their golf courses from year to yearwith-
out any recognition, these are the
backbone of the Association and I think
that it is time to bring their names for-
ward to the Section and others so they
may feel that their hard work over the
years gets the appreciation that it
deserves.

This month there are three individu-
als that have accrued over 100 years of
working experience between them,
they are George Newson, Head
Greenkeeper at Felixstowe Ferry Golf
Club, with 39 years at the club; Roger
Plummer, Head Greenkeeper at Royal
Cromer Golf Club, with 36 years at the
club and Roger Eade, Head
Greenkeeper at Stowmarket Golf Club,
with 35 years at the club. I hope you
have enjoyed looking after your cours-
es as much as your members and
visitors have enjoyed playing on them,
I know that it is one of the most diffi-
cult jobs to do because there is always
someone there to criticise. My con-
gratulations go out to you, you are an
example to us all.

My little granddaughter is now ten
weeks old and Christine and 1 were
asked to baby-sit over the weekend on
a Saturday night with my daughter
picking Sky up on Sunday lunchtime.

After several bottles, Sky decides that
she preferred to sleep being held, and
would kick up a fuss if sl%c was put
down. Well granddad ended up carry-
ing her around for the first five hours
until 3:30am in the morning before
Christine took her turn and I managed
to get three hours sleep until Sky decid-
ed to wake the whole household. Then
she decided it was time for another feed
(Oh Joy). I thought that I had finished
with all that 17 years ago. One thin

she has her grandmother’s temper an§
takes after me with a good set of lungs.

I did manage to watch Castaway and
The Secret of My Success on video
while walking around the room with
her in my arms.

On our ramblings through East
Anglia this year, we found ourselves at
Eaton Golf Club near Norwich on
August 1. The weather was perfect,
warm and sunny with a slight breeze.
Mick Lathorpe and his team had
worked hard to produce an excellent
course, Mick was advised to take a fort-
nights holiday as the course looked
better than it did on Captain’s Day and
that there would be pleanty of flack
from the members, (Ha Ha)

All the staff at the golf club made us
most welcome and coupled with an
excellent meal it rounded the day off
perfectly. Jim Cook the club captain
welcomed us to the Eaton Experience
and everyone agreed it was well worth-
while.

Our main sponsor of the day was Toro
(Lely UK) and Larry Pearman and lan
Willett worked tirelessly throughout
the day to ensure nearly everything run
as smooth as possible and Roger
Plummer and R()Lcn Whiting sat and
patiently worked out the score cards
and calculated the results. Resuts as fol-
lows:

0-10 Handicap Section

1. Robert Whiting, 34 pts

2. Peter Howard, 33 pts

3. Mark Keysell, 28 pts.

11-17 Handicap Section

1. Lawrence Wright, 38 pts

2. Paul Gould, 37 pts

3. Steve Millard, 33 pts.

18-28 Handicap Section

1, Steve Crabb, 40 pts (Overall Winner),
2. Robin Baker, 38 pts

3. lan Richie, 38 pts
Longest Drive - Mark Day
Nearest the Pin - Mark Turner
Captain & Club Official Shield

1. Glen Rayfield & Chris Pearsons 66 pts 2.
lan Willett & Robin Baker - 65 pts

For the first time in ten years one of

-our band got a hole-in-one. Keith

Titshall holed out on the 9th hole - 194
yards with a 3 iron, one bounce and in.
(Well done Keith.) The toilet seat was
won by Pat Swinn from Rushmere Golf
Club, only Pat could wear large light
blue check shorts with matching shirt
in attempt to put off every other golfer
on the course.

The section sends its thanks to Jim,
the Captain and all at Eaton Golf Club
for a great day out.

I would like to thank all the other
ix)nsom for their contributions to the

ay. Aventis, Rushbrooks, Prime, Turf
Care, SISIS, Tacit, Atterton & Ellis,
John Deere, Ben Burgess, Tomlinson
Groundcare, K.B. Leach, Stalham
Engineering.

I have confirmed all bookings for
2002 and Colin is working hard on the

venues for 2003. Our next meeting will
be held at Purdis Heath on October
10th, see you there.

Tan Willett

Northern

Ireland

I would like to first of all pass on my
congratulations to Alan Strachan and
his greenkeeping team at Royal Co
Down Golf Club, for another success-
ful British Seniors Open. After the
installation of a completely new irriga-
tion system at Royal Co Down last
winter, it is nice to see all their hard
work come to fruition with the excel-
lent presentation of the course. This
vear's British Seniors Open was anoth-
er resounding success boosted by the

resence of Nicklaus, Palmer and

layer.

The latest Section golf competition
was held at Royal Belfast on July 6. This
is a quite magnificent parkland golf
course between Holywood and Bangor
overlooking Belfast Lough. The after-
noon c0m|pctilion was played in bright
sunshine, light wind, with temperatures
into the seventies. Head greenkeeper
Jim Eager and his staff hm?tthe course
in outstanding condition. Many thanks
to Royal Belfast Golf Club for allowing
us the courtesy of the course. The com-
petition was écncmuslv supported by
our sponsor Graham Prosser of Tacit.
The top four prizes went to

1. Andrew Wray, Castlerock Golf Club, 37 pts.
2. Gary Murphy, Silverwood Golf Club, 37 pts.
3. Noel Crawford, Royal County Down GC, 34 pts.
4, James Eager, Royal Belfast Golf Club, 34 pts.

Vistors prize went to Peter Smith,
Royal County Down Golf Club, 34 pts.
I would also like to thank all the mem-
bers who attended, many travelling a
considerable distance from City of
Derry, Castlerock, and Portstewart.

Our Section qualifying competition
for the National Championship will
have been played at Royal Portrush on
August 28 on the Valley course. The
result will be in next month’s maga-
zine.

Past chairman Graham Whylie has
just returned from The Open
Championship at Royal Lytham and
St Annes. GruLum was part of the BIG-
GA support team at this year's
Championship, and was feature on
BBC television during the Saturday
afternoon session talking to the Duke
of York. He has informed me that the
trip was a brilliant experience and
would like to thank everyone at BIG-
GA for giving him the opportunity to
be part of this year’s Support team.

Well that's all my new f}or this month
but I would like to welcome new mem-
bers Rodney McKay, Galgorm Golf
Club; Jim Eager Head Greenkeeper,
Royal Belfast Golf Club, and Harry
Greighton, Deputy Head Royal Belfasf
Golt Club, to the Section this month.

I will feature the charity golf day at
Clandeboye  Golf  Club  and
Championship qualifier on the Valley
course in next month’s notes.

Ken Henderson
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LAKE LINERS

Hanbury Manor Golf Club: Reservoir Liner

B B4

-4

Donnington Grove Golf Club: Pond Liner

Frilford Golf Club: Irrigation Reservoir Liner | Aroeira Golf Club, Portugal: Lake Liner

¢ We provide high performance  undertaken nationally, are e Our lining systems are used in
polyethylene liners to fully covered by warranties the refurbishment of existing
waterproof your proposed water features which leak

reservoir, lake, pond or similar e If required, we can supply

fabricated liner panels for your e We advise on all preparatory
e For your assurance, our site own installation and finishing earthworks
required

installation works, which are

GEOSYNTHETIC TECHNOLOGY LIMITED

5
< &6%% Nags Corner, Wiston Road, Nayland, Colchester, Essex CO6 4LT
’ ot Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998

Email: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk Website: www.geosynthetic.co.uk


mailto:sales@geosynthetic.co.uk
http://www.geosynthetic.co.uk

Bunker Rakes

HYDROJECT AERATION

AND CHEMICAL

INJECTION SERVICE m
(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE)

KEITH DRIVER

(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)
Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile: 07958 532008

8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL

TULTI-CORE

Genuine Parts & Tines

MULTIGORE TM 1000/TM 1500
MULTICORE GREENKEEPER

Contact
The Double A Trading Co
Tel: [01334) 657 602

Contact
Woodlands Brigstock Ltd
Tel: (01538 373 238

" Lightweight Rake :
Complete with wooden shaft & black polyprop head

" Deluxe Rake

With white flexi-shaft, white polyprop heaﬂ E: grip

" Deluxe Rake
With white flexi-shaft, mhne pulyumg Iwad & gy
All prices + VAT |

ALLEN POWER EQIPWENT ITD. The Bruasway, Didcol. Oxon OKT1 BES
Tel: 01235 515400 rax. 01235 515401

B Jamieson

Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an
established company offering expert advice on;

@ Golf Course maintenance

@ Tournament preparation & presentation

@ Machinery selection

@ Budgeting

@ Staff recruitment

@ Soil & turf analysis

@ Establishment of new golf courses
Contact: Bruce Jamieson
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants
RG27 8UA Telephone: 01252 844847 www.bjgolf.co.uk

MEMBERS BUNKER RAKES

FROM ONLY £2.54 EACH
Strong construction complete with
replaceable threaded handle

12 for £2.99 each NN

NK

50 for £2.69 each P ATl

100 for £2.54 each d for a FREE Sappye

Prices are for complete rakes, delivered free.
Rake support pegs - 70p each.

Made in the UK by MW Dyason Ltd,
6/10 Hitchmead Road,
Biggleswade, SG18 ONH

Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186

Amenity Spraying

GOLF LTD

>
Artngton

If your weeds look bad, and it don't look good,
who you a call...

WEEDBUSTERS UK LTD

SPECIALIST WEED CONTROL CONTRACTORS
TEL/FAX: 01752 336060
MOBILE: 07970 894616
WWW.WEEDBUSTERS.CO.UK

Artificial Grass

L N e e g

et b

VERDE SPORTS !
LIMITED |

Tek: 01254 831666 Fax: 01254 831066
B et N_&)%
® VERDE TEE FRAME
Steel platform, woven grass top
@ VERDE WINTER TEF
Generous size, self-install kit
@® VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top Quality - Long Life - Best Prices
@ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
Comprehensive range for pathways,
winter tees and putting
@ DRIVING BAYS & NETS
For club and home use
Gabbotts Farm Bam, Bury Lane,
Withnell, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 8SW
www.verdesports.com  email: niki@verdesports.com —}
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Please call for samples & information
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Bio-Technology

Specialist
Golf Course Constructors

Tel: (023) 9259 2390
- Fax: (023) 9257 0218
’ Mobile: 07710 450454
www.artington-golf.co.uk
Email: ted. k@artil

if.co.uk

g

CONTOUR
Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses

Tel: 01327 879464
Fax. 01327 705777

@ Construction ® Remodelling
® Reservoir Works

Tel: 01604 468908
Fax: b

01604 47
www.deltagolf2000.co.uk
180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

Our 10" year supplying biotech solutions

Thinking about a
biological programme?

First ask a biologist

Thatch Reduction
Disease Prevention
Fine Grass Growth

Tel: 01372 456101

www.symbio.co.uk

J&E ELY

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION
Reading, Berks
Tel/Fax: 0118 9722257
E-mail: ely@btinternet.com

4 4\ 40" Anniversary
g 1961 - 2001

www.elygolfconstruction.com

Specialists
in Golf
Course

Construction

“Ashfield House” * 1154 Melton Road
Syslon * Leicester * LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766

XC, Mobile: 0836 553899
. Fax: 0116 269 6866

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED |

Pa— ,}:‘snsa Drainagl

Limited

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

* Latest Sportsturf trenching mac
* Verti Draining # Sand Slitting * &
* Gravel Banding # Top dressing

Design, installation

Tel: 01257 255321 Fax: 01257 255327

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancs

and maintainence service

Specialists in land drainage,
golf course construction and
maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 SEB
Tel: 01722 716361 » Fax: 01722 716828

Revolutionary new
£ reconstruvtion of greens
Fraction of the cost of traditional drainage
Recent contracts include: Market Drayton, Trentham,
Chase and Sandfield Golf & Driving Range

,Q_?;h

T e |

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION LT

Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists
E-mail: NorthStaﬂs Irrig@btlnternehcom

Keep your greens

01785 812706

Drainage.
Sand Slitting.
Vertidraining.

Established 45 years
ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

—-IIIJ

Buyers

Guide

Simply look through all the products
and services in our guide and name
the companies which the following
telephone numbers refer to;

a. 01302 365222
bh. 01722 716361
c. 01273 564015

Write down your three answers on a
postcard and send your entries to:-

Know Your Numbers, Greenkeeper
International, BIGGA HOUSE,
Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF

Entries to reach us no later than
Friday, September 14, 2001. The
first correct entry drawn will receive
a stylish BIGGA Sportswatch!

The judges decision is final. No
correspondence will be entered into.

This competition is not open to
BIGGA staff or non-members.

Last month, Robin Evans, from
Whitby Golf Club, certainly knew his
numbers when he correctly identified
all three telephone numbers.

Our congratulations and a a fantastic
BIGGA sportswatch are on their way
to you!

YOUR

N"MBER;

September 2001 Greenkeeper International 43


http://www.bjgolf.co.uk
http://WWW.WEEDBUSTERS.C0.lJK
http://www.symbio.co.uk
mailto:sales@allenpower.com
http://www.artington-golff.co.uk
mailto:ted.awcock@artington-golff.co.uk
http://www.deltagolf2000.co.uk
mailto:ely@btinternet.com
http://www.elygolfconstruction.com

SPEEDCUT CONTRACTORS

SPORTSTURF
Drainage

Construction

Sandslitting  Renovation

KEVIN SMITH
Oxford 01865 331479

(Turfdry sm—ry
Golf Course Drainage
Specialist

For fast and friendly UK
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 07836 259133

White Horse Contractors
Limited

SPECIALIST SPORTS TURF CONTRACTORS

+ DRAINAGE
+ CONSTRUCTION
* RENOVATION
+ LAKES & RESERVOIRS
* DESIGN & BUILD
« CONSULTANCY

Tel: 01865 736 272
Fax: 01865 326 176
www.whitehorsecontractors.co.uk

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD

Exclusive Leisure Ltd,
28 Cannock Street, Leicester, LE4 9HR
Tel: 0116 233 2255

Fax: 0116 246 1561

Quality mats for winter tees,
practice areas and driving ranges.
Any size up to 3m x 3m.

British Turf & Landscape
Irrigation Association

Our aim is to ensure

“Quality by Association”
you have the best
possible irrigation

Il system so we constantly

I monitor, maintain and
raise the standards
of our members.
For a full list of members
contact David Halford
Tel/Fax: 07041 363130
Website: www.btlia.org.uk

. Evenproducts
G ot b

IRRIGATION
vy HUNTER

EVENPRODUCTS LTD
Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769

for Information and Advice

Irrigation Technical Services

Design * Supply * Installation * Service
Pumps and tanks supplied
Moleplough & trencher hire
Allleaing manufacturers equipment serviced  xnea peaLen
Tel: 01202 87.42.16 Mobile: 07831 24.22.05

gation
i, Systems
A Golf Courses
Sports

Grounds

Bowling

Cost effective solutions reens
to your irrigation problems et(
» Independant professional advice

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION LTD

Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists
E-mail: NorthStaffs.Irrig@btinternet.com

01785 812706

AutoFlow Systems Ltd
P o as o o o = 8
CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR
WATER REQUIREMENTS ON

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES,
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD,
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST

Cameron

IRRIGATION

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture
Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment
Existing systems renovated and upgraded

DESIGN « INSTALLATION « SERVICE

Telephone: +44 (0) 1425 474614 |

Fax: +44 (0) 1425 471296

http:// www.misc.irrig.co.uk \
e mail: enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk
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Irrigation Systems
for

Golf Courses
Sportsgrounds
Recreational &
Landscape Areas

Head Office 01460 241939
Scottish Office 0131 2202102
http://www.Ocmis.com

Independent Professional Irrigation
Golf Courses,Bowling Greens,Sports,Racecourses,Gardens +++
Design/Advice » R Servicing
New Installations

¥ Service Contracts

Supply & Sales  CASIBIO G Systems

Telephone
01765 602175

J Fax 01765 603488 l'
Emall:admin@pard.co.uk
Area Dealer www.pard.co.uk ] [

>P=r-wm

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Design, supply and installation of

Ran I BIRD.

Irrigation Systems

Tel: 01722 716361

IRRIGATION PRODUCTS

Design. Supply.
Installation.
Service.

Established 45 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

PEARL

o~
*
:

>

&
IRRIGATION

Golf Course and Sports Turf
Irrigation since 1984

oakdale.uk.com
info@oakdale.uk.com
Phone: 01427 874200
Fax: 01427 875333

Design, installation and maintenance

Wate> ‘4’4e

Irrigation ervices
One of the most professional Design, Supply
and installation services in the North

Trained in Golf Course management, with real
knowledge of irrigation and Golf Course needs.
Effortless irrigation with minimum inconvenience.

Call now on: 01405 814889
Mobile: 07967 504313
www.watersideirrigation.co.uk
Email: watersideirrigation@yahoo.com
Hou'll be amazed wheve we P"? up!

WARDLE

Consulting Engineers Ltd

INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
& PROJECT MANAGERS

Head Office: Tel/Fax: 01283 711864
Scottish Office: 01259 742447
E-mail: info@wardleconsulting.com
www.wardleconsulting.com

YOrk «
Martin

GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS

Speak to Europe's most experienced,
unbiased advice, before deciding
YORK & MARTIN
PO BOX 1192 FORDINGBRIDGE
HANTS, SP6 1YD, U.K.

Tel. 01425 652087 Fax. 01425 652476

independent consultants for objective,

Lake Construction/Liners

Liners for lakes, ponds and
storage lagoons from the
UK’s leading contractor

Comprehensive advice
@; regarding design and
construction of water areas

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998

E-mail: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk

www.geosynthetic.co.uk

WATERPROOFING

SERVICES

POND & LAKE
LINING SPECIALISTS
CONTACY US ON
TEL/FAX: 01249 655539
MOBILE: 07768 836316

EMAIL: info@waterproofingservices.com

SportsCourts
UK Limited
Suppliers of all line marking materials:-
W Ready to use line marking paint
B Transfer wheel applicators
W 750ml Aerosols with a selection of colours
W Aerosol Applicators
W Prices on request

Tel: 01327 340333
Fax: 01327 341053

,Email: info@sportscourts.co.uk

[ Wochiney

QUALITY
AASSURED

Used groundcare equipment
Wide selection available

DOUBLE A

Prestonhall Industrial Estate,
Cupar, Fife

Tel: 01334 657602

www.doublea.co.uk

GRASS
MACHINERY

Large selection of new and
second hand Turf Maintenance
Machinery in stock.

FREE DELIVERY IN UK.

Warranty given. Also interested in
purchasing surplus machines.

Tel/Fax: 01829 720280
Mobile: 0378 063418

[ Voo Conrol
MOLE CONTROL

TRADITIONAL METHODS USED
North of England covered
Call Arrest-A-Pest
Tel: 01484 684844
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(™ H Control Y Sports Neting

&. | STRANCO
~ | PRODUCTS

pH control and dosing systems for
your irrigation water, for improved
turf quality.

For nationwide installation,
commissioning, service or advice,
please contact us at:-

LANDSCAPING
GRADE SLEEPERS
SELECTED HARDWOOD

B Es PRICES

B ALSO I
COCKLESHELL PATH MEDIA

FINETURF PRODUCTS
Tel: 01375 361606

QUALITY

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

TEL: 01302 888676 FAX: 01302 880547

*WE WILL BEAT »
ANY
GENUINE
QUOTE

www.sleeper-supplies.co.uk

Crossing Timbers, 4" x 4" Posts
and Telegraph Poles

RAILWAY SLEEPERS

B WOODEN AND CONCRETE SLEEPERS

W BEST PRICES ON ALL GRADES AND SIZES
B CROSSING TIMBERS, TELEGRAPH POLES
W NEW AND SECONDHAND

B A QUALITY ASSURED COMPANY

W NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

02 365222
Fax: 01302 341691

TRACKWORK LTD

www.trackwork.co.uk & www.railwaysieepers.uk.com
Email: sales@trackwork.co.uk

ITY PRODUCTS LT
SUPPLIERS OF
FENDRESS™ ROOTZONE TO USGA
ECONOMY ROOTZONE
DIVOT MIXES
FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTATION CALL
01858 464346 / 433003

Topsoil

Rolawn

Topsoil you can trust

* Two SAFE quality loams — screened
or blended

* Available all year at short notice
* Blended loam supplied in cubic
metre bags
* Screened loam in bulk direct to site
* Back up of Rolawn
For prices and samples,

cal: 01904 757314

or email: ian.elwick@rolawn.co.uk

TILDENET

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE

| + TARGET GREENS
* ANTI-BALL PLUGGING NETS
* PADDED & NET BAY DIVIDERS

* BUNKER MEMBRANE

* BALL-STOP NET
|

* ANTI-DAZZLE NETTING
‘ TEACHING GOLF NET & FRAME

- b sisnl

|
« PERIMETER FENCING
\
1
| GRASS GERMINATION |

For further information please contact

+44 (0)117 966 9684

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF

FENDRESS GREENTOP™ &
FENDRESS™ TOP DRESSINGS
SUPERIOR, CONSISTENT TOP DRESSINGS AT

AFFORDABLE PRICES
TEL: 01858 464346 / 433003

Corparst
GROWERS OF TREES
THE TREE CARRIAGE COMPANY
Court Gate Nursery, Eckington, Pershore, Wores WR10 388
Tel: 01386 750585 Fax: 01386 750197

willpoweruki@email.com  Web: www.willpowers.co.uk

AFT TRENCHERS LTD

Tel: 01787 311811 Fax: 01787 310888
E-mail: sales@trenchers.co.uk
Web site: www.trenchers.co.uk

[l Manufacturers of trenching machines
specifically designed for sports turf

M Digging chain and high performance
slitting wheel combinations available
for compact tractors

[l Larger trenching machines/slitting
wheels for tractors up to 120hp

W Various backfilling equipment

AMENITY

E=——=BOURNE 5

Manufacturers of quality dressings, including
green organic, fensoll & loams, for fairways
greens & tees, in loads of all sizes

Serving the South of England.
Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115

LOVIELTD

QUARRY & CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Producers of all types of quality

peciali ds and top dr ing
for Golf Courses, Playing Fields
and Sports Pitches

Cowbog, New Pitsligo, Fraserburgh,
Aberdeenshire, AB43 6PR

Tel: 01771 653777
Fax 01771 653527

SOIL TECHNOLOGY D

RUFFOR

Top Dressings * Rootzones
Sands - Gravels - Divot Mixes
Soils « Pathway Materials

www.rufford.com

INTURF

Turf Growers and Innovators

of Turferass Systems

The Chestnuts * Wilberfoss
York * YO41 5NT

Telephone: 01759 321000
Facsimile: 01759 380130
e-mail: info@inturf.co.uk
website: www.inturf.com

R, GROWERS

]

N\# AND SUPPLIERS
OF QUALITY CULTIVATED

/. TEES, GREENS AND AMENITY
“T6A¢ TURF COUNTRYWIDE

TEL: 01427 890797
FAX: 01427 891785

Email: info@proturf.co.uk

TT ProTurf Ltd

NORTH CARR FARM, WEST STOCKWITH, NR
DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE DNI0 48D

Vertidraining Hire

Shirley Aldred &t Co. Ltd

Suppliers of high quality
granular chareoal for over 200 years

I Use one of the oldest B Totally organic product
products known o
man to'treat black layer Ml Large stock levels
of all grades
M Prevent thatch build up "
M Delivery anywhere in
W Improve drainage mainland UK within
and rootzong 3-4 days
Tel: 01433 620003 ||| v

Fax: 01433 620388 222 B4

A MOORE

TURF MANAGEMENT
CONTRACTORS
Specialist in vertidraining, direct seeding,
over seeding for all sports grounds and
golf courses, plus all cultivation work
and turf laying and spraying.

Tel: 01530 836893
Mobile: 07889 771341

PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Ci for the South

For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced oparator, competitive prices and reliable service
Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211
or Mobile 07850 612061

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill, Hurst Graen,
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 70A

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS

FREEPHONE 0500 432 120
or 0780 125 6767
DAY OR NIGHT
FOR ALL TYPES OF AERATION,
CULTIVATION AND SEEDING,
CONTACT MICHAEL SEWARD AT
SEWARD TURF MAINTENANCE
YORK

WORTH
DRAINING

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
Distance no object
Contact Peter Bloodworth
Combecks Farm, Imham, Grantham
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

or Paul Simpson, Manager
Tel: 01476 585 549 Mobile: 0797 450 4793

NATIONWIDE
VERTIDRAIN HIRE

SELF OPERATED
OR WITH OPERATOR

TRACTOR WITH 1.6m
£500 PER WEEK

TRACTOR WITH 2m
£700 PER WEEK

m: 01522 869100

www.countygrass.co.uk

Turf Dressings

BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
GOLF TURF DRESSINGS - SAND

SCREENED TOP SOIL :: FEN SOIL
Deliveries Nationwide

BAILEY’'S OF NORFOLK
Tel: 01603 754607

Job Shop

Scottish Assistant Greenkeeper.
Seeks new challenging position.
With over 11 years on Links
courses, old and new including
growing in experience. High
standard of work, conscientious
and self motivated.

Experienced in all aspects of
Greenkeeping, construction,
maintenance, drainage and
irrigation. PA1.2.6 Spraying
Certificates and up to N.V.Q.
Level 3 Qualified.

Js/127/01
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FREE online Job Shop Ads!

Ifyou didn't already know, BIGGA upload all recruitment advertising from the pages of Greenkeeper
International to coincide with the launch of each issue. Many Greenkeeper members have found the online
recruitment section to be of great benefit, particularly if they have left their magazine at work! They can simply
log on at home, to the BIGGA website, and access all of the latest jobs available in the fine turf industry. Also, ifa
member is looking for employment, their advert will appear in this database for prospective employers to read.

Any member who has found themselves out of work as a direct result of the Foot and Mouth Outbreak may wish
to take advantage of the BIGGA websiite to help find another club. As a special service to members the
Association will allow you to post a Job Shop advert on the website, listing your experience and qualifications,
offering your services free of charge. Further information can be obtained from the Sales & Marketing
Department at BIGGA HOUSE Tel: 01347 833800 email: sales@bigga.co.uk

Please note: This offer only applies to website adverts and not those which you wish to appear in Greenkeeper International.

Name

Club/Company

Address

Send your completed order form to: Jennifer Whichello, Cheryl Broomhead or Meredith Foster,
Greenkeeper International, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF, or fax the form to us
on 01347 833802. Alternatively, you can also email your copy to jennifer@bigga.co.uk

Marketing Directors

NN
AutoFlow Systems Ltd
PPN NN

Aot sl e

ystems is a progressive company specialising in the installation
and supply of irrigation equipment across the UK.

We are currently seeking an experienced engineer to join our busy team.

The ideal candidate will already be working in this field and be fully

familiar with all aspects of irrigation installation.

Knowledge of pumps and some electrical experience would be a distinct
advantage. Predominantly based in East Anglia our work takes us across the
UK so the willingness to travel and work away is an important part of the job.
We offer an attractive basic salary plus the opportunity to earn overtime.

For the right candidate a relocation package may be available.

For details please call

David Wakelin Autoflow Systems Ltd, Auto House, Ashtree Works,
Mill Road, Barnham Broom, Norfolk NR9 4DE Telephone: 01603 759701

Mower Technician

s a specialist in sh:

nst

To work

and setting cylinder mowers in a mobile

service/

eam most
of the time with an impressive rig

course mower sharpening technol
o] sionally you might
2're a bright, energetic gang

We manufacture grinders &
travel abroad to

1

Ip and advise at s -
who like to involve all the team in decision making. It's a fun jo
You'll 0 be experienced, ind e initiative — and being a bit clairvoyant will
help t you'll be part of a grea 1. There's plenty of scope to grow, get training and
develop within the company
If you fancy being at the ge of the industry, can represent the company will and
like to be independent, the t us. Look at our web site too for more information
www.bernhard.co.uk
e send a letter and CV to the iress below
all Geraldine Bilclough on 01788 811600.

BERNHARD AND COMPANY LIMITED
Bilton Road - Rugby - Warwickshire - CV22 7DT

BERNHARD

£ Attractive
+ benefits

Could you maximise your company’s online

presence for your primary target audience?

BIGGA's online statistics have revealed the most viewed area on our website to be the recruitment section.
Regularly receiving an average of 1,355 individual user session visits every month, this area of the BIGGA
website has, in fact, received over 12,220 individual user session visits since its’ relaunch just 9 months ago. e ——

Opportunities now exist for creative, forward thinking professionals to utilise their knowledge and skills

to implement a strong marketing presence within this rapidly expanding commercial area. We are looking for .
candidates who can see the long-term potential of building strong links with the Association, and understand
the importance of targetted marketing. Previous experience of handling advertising budgets is desirable.

Attractive financial packages will be dependent on experience, but monthly sponsorship rates for

successful candidates will start at £400 per single month sponsorship, rising to £1,000 following a

successful 3 month sponsorship period.

Benefits will include: Your ‘brand’ being associated with a proven market-leader; The ability to entice

more than 1,355 potential online customers to your site every month; Increased traffic to your site.

For further information please visit: www.bigga.org.uk/opportunities.html

For an application form, please contact Jennifer Whichello

on 01347 833800 or email jennifer@bigga.co.uk

All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence. Closing date for applications: October 12, 2001
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TRENTHAM PARK GOLF CLUB

require a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Trentham Park Golf Club is an 18 hole Parkland Course situated to
the south of Stoke on Trent.

Applicants should be technically qualified in Greenkeeping and have
the necessary man management skills to lead a small team in all
aspects of maintenance and course development.

The successful candidate must posses the following qualifications;

® A proven ability to prepare and monitor budgets, inventories,
expenditure and work schedules. A sound knowledge of Health and
Safety regulations

@ A strong working knowledge of all modern golf course management
practices, with the ability to train motivate and direct staftf.

Please apply in writing, including a full C.V. and the names of two
suitable referees to;

The Secretary/Manager, Trentham Park Golf Club,
Trentham, Stoke on Trent, Staffs ST4 SAE

COOMBE HILL GOLF CLUB

Require a

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Applicants should be qualified to a minimum NVQ2
with Spraying Certificates PA1, PA2 and PA6

Salary negotiable in accordance with experience

Applicants in writing with CV to;

Murray Long, Head Greenkeeper, Coombe Hill Golf Club,
Golf Club Drive, Off Coombe Lane West,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 7DF

GERRARDS CROSS GOLF CLUB

Requires an

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

To join our enthusiastic team.
Experience required - Excellent training provision

Applications in writing with CV to

The Secretary, Gerrards Cross Golf Club,
Chalfont Park, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 0QA
The closing date for applications is 22nd September 2001

CHIPPING SODBURY GOLF CLUB

Require a

MECHANIC/GREENKEEPER

NVQ I & 2 qualified, Spraying certificate an advantage.
At least 3 years experience in a similar position.

The successful candidate will be well motivated, conscientious and
able to work as part of a team. Mechanical experience will be a major
consideration in the selection for this appointment.

Apply in writing with full CV to;

The Secretary/Manager, Chipping Sodbury Golf Club,
Chipping Sodbury, Bristol, BS37 6PU

o

(landopRegis

VACANCY

Clandon Regis Golf Club Ltd require
an experienced Greens Assistant

Due to the continued success being enjoyed at Clandon Regis Golf Club
Ltd, we are in the position of employing an additional Greens Assistant.

The successful applicant should be experienced in all aspects of greens
maintenance and operation of grounds maintenance machinery and
preferably a computerised sprinkler system. The ideal applicant should
hold the appropriate PA2 and PA6 certificates or equivalent. Also
preferably enrolled for or holding an NVQ1 or NVQ2.

we offer ongoing training, four weeks paid annual holiday and all
appropriate outdoor clothing. The successful candidate will enjoy a
salary commensurate within the Standing Committee rates.

In first instance please contact in writing (enclosing your current CV).

Mr SR Swanson, Course Manager, Clandon Regis Golf Club Ltd,
Espom Road, West Clandon Surrey GU4 7TT.
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Sandy McDivot gets a few things off his chest ...

S

Housin

Associations

As Basil Fawlty might say, satellite
television is an avenue of pleasure
that has been closed off to me. I have
attempted to persuade Mrs McDivot
of its necessity by pointing out that
amongst other little treats, it would
make available to her a channel
entirely devoted to shopping, but she
nnnmlulcl\ makes the assumption
that this is a pathetic ploy to spend
my evenings in unatheletic pose while
watching sport with beer can perched
on rapidly expanding abdominal
region. Her objection to televised
sport centres around her argument
that there is little point in watching
someone kick or hit a ball around
when you can enjoy real life drama
unfold in the form of \().IP operas.

That is not to say that I am total-
ly alien to the pleasures of the dish
receiver. | have to admit to straying
into the habit along with my work
colleagues of partaking of the odd
beverage or two on a Friday afternoon
in the clubhouse. This we do as a
team building exercise, a boost to
morale and a celebration at the
accomplishment of yet another
weeks work. While engaged in this
highly civilised accoutrement to the
working week we often watch golf on
Sky Sports. This is of the highest
quality and a pleasure to watch but
[ must state my objection to two fre-
quently shown adverts that are
totally derogatory to our noble pro-
fession. In fact tfu\ put us into the
same bracket as estate agents and tax
inspectors; a minority group that it is
perfectly acceptable to be prejudiced
towards. The first advert depicts one
of our brethren as an unkempt, drug
crazed psychopath, hell bent on hold-
ing up poor Freddy Couples while he
moves the hole to a small promon-
tory of the green that juts out into a
lake. The other shows a greenkeeper
spending hours rolling golf balls up
to the hole making sure the position
he has just chosen is as crowned as

possible. In both cases, the message
is given that the manufacturer’s
equipment can more than cope with
our evil intentions. Unfortunately for
us, the additional message is that we
are all Charles Manson clones whose
sole raison d'étre is to irritate golfers.
This is a viscous and totally unnec-
essary aspersion to the good name of
our profession. Everyone knows that
only a small proportion of our time
is devoted to irritating golfers and in
my experience golf clubs rarely
employ more the n one drug-crazed
psychopath on the greenkeeping
team.

But sometimes on Sky Sports, they
show those films of old golf matches
featuring the likes of Sam Snead,
Roberto DeVincenzo and Peter Alliss
in the days when he had a backswing.
At other times there is live golf of the
latest US tournament and it is fasci-
nating to see the difference in the
two. Certainly the golf seemed a great
deal less complicated in the old
matches. None of your lining up
putts from 20 different directions or
consulting the yardage manual on
chip shots. They just seemed to walk
up and whack it in those days. But
the thing that stands out most of all
between the golf of the past and
nowadays is the courses and their
associated standard of presentation.
Despite visiting some of the Worlds
finest layouts, in the old days they all
seemed to be presented in uniformly
abysmal condition. Large areas of
brown or dead turf, bare pdthL\
untidy tufts of coarse grass and that's
just the greens. In contrast, the mod-
ern day alternative is utterly
immaculate. Perfect striped fairways
where the sight of a weed would
invoke a public inquest, manicured
rough -if that’s not a contradiction in
terms- and bunkers and water haz-
ards so perfectly edged and trimmed
that the place seems to look more like
some 'kind of surreal teletubbies set

rather than a golf course. I have to
say to me the modern day champi-
onship courses can start to look a tad
artificial, which is probably due to the
fact that they are

designed, built and maintained in
a totally artificial manner. In fact in
a straight contest between these
courses and Mother Nature, even
playing from the ladies tees and
receiving a shot a hole, Mother
Nature would be well and truly
thrashed by about the twelfth.
Personally as I look out through the
clubhouse windows, beyond the
incessant downpour called 'spring and
onto the more natural look of
Sludgecombe, I opine that these
courses are amongst other things,
severely lacking in large areas of mud.
However that’s just a personal opin-
ion and unfortunately one that
doesn’t always coincide with that of
my members.

But what then has been the driving
force behind these changes over the
vears? Golf courses change with
vogue just like everything else in life.
Take house architecture for instance.
There is a surprising similarity
between the fashion in house slylb
and that of golf courses. Back in the
early part of the last century, the sim-
phut\ of the arts and crafts and art
deco movements came out of a rejec-
tion of the ornate stuffiness of the
Victorian age. This was followed up
with the 1930’s urban sprawl which
symbolised a need to return to the
more simple life of the country albeit
as a more sanitised version. Hence
the main roads that reach out from
the cities into the tranquillity of the
countryside are lined with neat
1930°s style housing, often with
Tudor style beams and each sur-
rounded by its own piece of
countryside in the form of a garden
on at least three sides. Golf course
architecture was in its infancy at the
time but Colt, McKenzie and Ross et



al, all produced courses that would
be in similar compatibility with
nature as much as was possible. The
land on which they were laid out was
never altered to any degree and
intrinsic features were utilised in the
design. Water hazards were rarely
employed unless they were naturally
present and bunkers were made to
look indistinguishable from their
links counterparts.

But often it is a rejection of the past
that is the inspiration for future fash-
ion. So in the old immediate post war
days we had courses that were under-
standably lacking in colour and
definition and though the 70’s and

80’s we experienced a rejection of

such blandness with the resultant
bright stripy green hues, brilliant
white sand and that revolting blue
dye in the lakes. Look at the amount
of grass that was seen on the greens
in the old film footage of the 50 ‘s
and 60's. A 50 foot putt required a
backswing  that some of
Sludgcombe’s  regular members
would struggle to achieve with a dri-
ver. Was the crude lushness of these
decades a rebellion against the aus-
terity of the pre and post war years.

The fact is, in those days average golf

clubs were not in the summer at least
always able to afford the luxury of
dense grass coverage and with just a
couple of greenkeepers that had to
mow the greens using push mowers,
who would want it. Maybe the trend
setting courses we observe in those
old films had gone out of their way
to create grass so as they were set
apart from the ux'(lir\;tl"\"gnlt club.
They could afford grass and so they
made damn sure they would get it.
It would become a measure of wealth.
Onlookers would say to themselves
“Look at that. They’ve got real grass
on their greens that stops the ball
from continually running 30-foot
passed the hole. I wish we had that
0N Our course

The need to forget the war
vears also heavily influenced
the building boom of the
50's, 60’s and 70’s. The
housing at that time was
cheap and modern and
no one seemed to
bother too much
about visual
appeal. If it was
old, knock it
down and stick
up a few mil-
lion tons of
brick  and

concrete.
Hence we
had the

seemingly

ludicrous building schemes of those
times such as the Old Course Hotel
on the 17th at St Andrews. Similarly
the thankfully few golf courses that
were built at this time, were often
appallingly bad in both their con-
struction and their design. Bunkering
would generally consist of large
saucer shaped monstrosities, often
shallow and boring which was pre-
sumably an attempt to match the
design philosophies of the day.

Then in the late 80s, housing devel-
opments ;Illcmplcd to rvprmhl\'('
country village like architectural
diversity and we were inundated with
features such as clock towers that
were stuck practically everywhere,
even on top of office blocks. At about
this time we started to observe an
almost mirror image traditional golf
course fashion revival in the form of
the odd double green a’ la St Andrews
and Pete Dye’s bunker faces lined
with railway sleepers. Even we green-
keepers indulged in a bit of
ruralisation, as | seem to remember
a severe outbreak of revetted bunkers
at the time. It did not matter if the
course was a hundred or so miles
inland we all started to cut out acres
of turf ready to pile up the faces of
our bunkers.

And so to

today. The key word in house fash-
ion is authenticity. Houses are sold as
having original features. The coveing,
panelled doors and fireplaces that
were ripped out in the 50’s are now
being replaced with a vengeance. It
does not matter whether it is
Victorian Gothic, Georgian or even
70 kitsch; it must be reproduced
and conserved at all costs. It has even
got to the stage where ghastly 60’s
tower blocks are listed as being archi-
tecturally significant. And so it is with
golf courses. People are regressing to
their roots and reproducing the orig-
inal design features of old. Bunkers
are remodelled with creative shapes
and mounds and their edges allowed
to grow wild. Large areas of rough
grassland are recreated and in
some cases even the

dreadful lines of

leylandii and poplars are being
replaced with the indigenous alter-
native.

[he future? Well could we take
things a logical step further and start
to appreciate the more subtle shades
of green that are to be found on our
older more unaffected courses. A
need for change and a rejection of the
past has inspired us before. So now
that the past is the multicoloured
world of artificial courses, perhaps the
future is to reject these synthetic
abhorations and to embrace not only
the design concepts of bygone ages
but also their colours and textures as
well.

Sandy McDivot. Head Greenkeeper,
Sludgcombe Pay and Play
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Feature listing from
September '99

September '99; Slaley Hall; Tyres
Spotlight on Thatch; Eimwood College
Awards; National Championship preview

October '99; The Manor House, Castle
Combe; Aeration; Saltex review;
Mycorrhizas; Toro Award

preview

November '99; Sir Michael Bonallack
interview; The Pines GC; Oil; Bunkers;
National Championship review

December '99; Agronomy: Security;
Environment Competition Winner; Toro
Award Winners

January 2000; Greens Construction;
Awkward Jobs; Sandy McDivot; Agronomy;
Toro Award review

February 2000; BTME2000 review;
Committed to Green interview; Rookery Park
GC; Engines; Chairman's profile;
Environmental Management

Report;
Cutting heights; Avoncrop profile; Valderrama
report; Westurf preview

April 2000; Fortrose & Rosemarkie GC;
Utility Vehicles; Iimigation; Seed breeding;
Gem Professional profile.

May 2000; Ross-on‘Wye GC; Top Dressing;
Course Mapping; Compact Tractors

June 2000; National Championship pre-
view; Spraying; World Education Conference
review; Environmental Management; Mowers

July 206‘“; Open Championship
Control; Aventis profile; Course Condmonmg

August 2000; Open Championship review;
Water Features; Saltex preview; Charcoal;
Malone GC; Royal County Down; Grand Tour
Scholarship

September 2000; Blowers and Sweepers;
Berkshire College Academy; National
Championship roundup; Gordon McKillop
interview; Winter health checks

October 2000; Toro Awards Preview;
Ronald Fream; Imigation; Saltex Review; Pest
Control; Wobum GC

November 2000; Grass Cutting
Machinery; Clandeboye GC; Drainage;
National Championship review; Leatherjacket
management

December 2000; Toro Awards;

Making the most of your Dealer; Budget
Boosters; BTME2001 preview: BIGGA/
Bemhards CGSA delegation preview

January 2001; Communication; Tyres; Turf
diseases; Kingsbams Golf Links; Environment
Competition Winner - Dyke GC; Talking
Heads - Pest Control

February 2001; BTME2001 review; Winter
Mowing; Imigation; Broadstone GC; Hedges;
Security

March 2001; York GC; Greens
Maintenance; Meland GC, Norway; Greens
Mowers; BIGGA Essay Winner; Grass
Science profile

April 2001; Lightning detection; Brockett
Hall GC; CGSA report; Fairway Mowers;
Irigation; Sward renovation; BIGGA Essay
winner; Turf Disease

May 2001; Foot and Mouth Disease
Special Report; Maintenance Facility report;
Bunker Sand; ATVs; RainBird Profile; Fineturf
Genetics; BTME2002 countdown; Electric-
powered machines

June 2001; Stoke Park Club profile; Stuart
Cagle MG; Tractors; Leaf Spot Disease; Take
All Patch; Construction

Mm;ﬁayalLytham profile; Tees

Green Grasses; John
Deevepmﬁle SandyMchvot College
Listings

August 2001; Aeration Survey; Machrie
GC profile; Rough Mowers; Saltex Preview;
Dr Alan Gange - environmental research;
Hayter Profile; Ponds; Open Championship
review; Toro Student of the Year profile;
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Immediately after finishing this col-
umn [ have the great pleasure of
travelling up to Stoke Park to present
the lllll) with its Golden Key plaque.
As we have said before we're all delight-

ed that Stoke Park has shown the
foresight in being the first golf club to
contribute so generously to the
Education and Development Fund
through the Golden Key programme.
We do hope that more clubs become
involved because, after all, it is the golf
clubs which ultimately benefit from all
the good work that is carried out as a
direct result of the existence of
BIGGA's Education and Development
Fund.

I'm also pleased to be making the vis-
it because | haven't been to Stoke Park
for many years and I'm looking for-
ward to having a good look at the golf
course.

Talking about presentations, I can't
go on without congratulating Walter
Woods on becoming the next recipient
of the prestigious Old Tom Morris
Award, made annually by the GCSAA.
We're all very proud of Walter who was
the Association’s first Chairman in
1987 when he combined the role with
his demanding “day job” of maintain-

at the St Andrews
Links courses. He

has done huge
amounts to
advance  green-

keeping as a career
in general as well as
given so many
young greenkeep-
ers a boost in their
own career development.

Past winners of the Award include
Arnold Palmer, President Gerald Ford,
Bob Hope and Jaime Ortiz-Patino,
while the last winner was Tim
Finchem, Commissioner of the US
Tour.So you can see the exalted com-
pany Walter is keeping. It is a great
honour for Walter, particularly as it is
in the name of a fellow St Andrews
man, and a great honour for our
Association.

I'd like to thank all the members who
took part in the recent R&A funded
survey  conducted by Mike
Williamson. The Board are currently
looking at the responses and we shall
report back at a later date on the find-
ings. While in Yorkshire for the Board
meeting to discuss the report I took
the opportunity to call in on Simon
Haynes, at Skipton Golf Club. Simon
used to work for me and has been made
welcome by the locals on his move
north.

His golf course was surrounded by
sheep but the course was still open. In
contrast we've just returned from a
short break in the South West - a bit
like Tony and Cherie Blair - and there
is still a’great deal of evidence of the

ing high standards,

h

Foot and Mouth outbreak. It seems
there are different rules in place for dif-
ferent parts of the country.

I'd like to take this uppmtuml\ to
wish Dave Sammels and his team at
The De Vere Belfry all the very best
for the Ryder (up later this month.
Having been in the same position
myself in 1981 I know the pressures
involved in preparing a course for a
Ryder Cup. With the way the Cup has
grown over the last 20 years they are
even greater now, so I hope that Dave
and the team get the weather to show
the course off to its best advantage and
none of the problems adverse weather
can bring,

Saltex is just around the corner and
I look forward to seeing many of you
in Windsor. You know you are all wel-
come at the BIGGA stand for a chat,
information or just to say hello.

Just before I finish I'd just like to say
that working on a heathland golf
course | particularly enjoy this time of
year when the heather is in full bloom
and everything is looking very nice. It
makes you forget the problems of ear-
lier in the year... or very nearly does
at any rate! P

Clive Osgood, Chairman
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At SumiAgro Amenity we like to view things differently.

For example, we believe our customers should come first,
and should always be provided with the best possible
products. New, improved products that provide effective
solutions for your individual requirements - without the
restrictions of any vested interests.

And so SumiAgro Amenity serves it's customers differently.
As part of the Sumitomo Corporation global network, our
strength and reach provides us with access to new products
and developments from the four corners of the world.
Bringing global expertise to meeting customers’ needs both
now and in the future.

SumiAgro Amenity

A division of SumiAgro (UK) Ltd

SumiAgro (UK) Ltd., Merlin House, Falconry Court, Bakers Lane, Epping, Essex CM16 5DQ
Telephone: 01992 563700 Facsimile: 01992 563800
e-mail: sumiagro@sumiagro.co.uk www.sumiagro.co.uk
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