
The Scottish National Tournament 
will be held on Tuesday June 12 by kind 
permission of the management of 
Drumoig Hotel and Golf Club. The 
cost of the event will be £17 which 
includes coffee/tea, filled roll and an 
evening meal. 

Entry will be restricted depending on 
the number of entries received. Entry 
forms will be available at all Section 
Spring outings and from the Regional 
Administrator. 

All entries, with remittance, must be 
sent to the Regional Administrator, 
Peter J. Boyd, lOMeadowburn Avenue, 
Newton Mearns, Glasgow, G77 6TAby 
Sunday June 3. Cheques made payable 
to BIGGA Scottish Region. 

Peter Boyd 

North 
New members continue to roll in. 

This month we welcome the following; 
Norman Rose from Hazelhead, 
Graham Dawson from Stonehaven, 
Roderick Allan from Turriff and 
Richard Johnstone from Nairn Dunbar, 
while re-joining the Section is Robert 
Allan from Hazelhead. 

I really enjoyed my trip to the USA 
for the GCSAA Show in Dallas and the 
following week went to South Carolina 
and Atlanta to play some golf. While 
visiting East Lake, Bobby Jones's home 
course, I met a certain Kevin Bell who 
was working there. Kevin roomed with 
me at the Open when it was at Royal 
Birkdale a few years back. He was a stu-
dent at Elmwood College then and is 
currently doing a year as an intern at 
East Lake, sampling greenkeeping USA 
style. A great opportunity for young 
greenkeepers today and he recom-
mends it to anyone back home thinking 
about it. 

I attended the Scottish one day con-
ference in Dunfermline last month and 
was delighted to see a large contingent 
of North members in the 180 or so 
folk there. A great turnout, maybe due 
to the weather we have had tnis win-
ter. 

It was a great day and very informa-
tive, congratulations to Peter Boyd and 
the committee for putting it all togeth-
er. I know I went on about asking 
everyone to buy their 200 Club tickets 
this year as it was our only fund raiser, 
but I didn't realise we were so poor that 
we couldn't afford stamps for sending 
them out, or was I the only one that 
had to pay 69p to the post service to 
get my letter with 200 Club tickets 
enclosed! Stewart assures me the stamp 
must have fallen off in the post box. 

All members should be getting their 
application forms for the spring outing 
to Brechin Golf Club on May 17 soon. 
As usual there will be a big demand for 
places so send your entries in quicldy to 
ensure your place. Head Greenkeeper is 
ex-Chairman Andy Wilson and we look 
forward to visiting his course. 

I notice in my report for this month 
last year I was bemoaning the fact that 
the winters are mild ana wet now, so 

we don't get the hard frosts and the 
courses miss out on a little rest. Well 
this winter has certainly made up for 
that! From Christmas Eve until early 
March the weather has been horrible 
with snow, frost and even ice covering 
courses. We need a good spring to 
recover, so here's hoping. 

Iain Macleod 

Central 
This month we welcome another six 

new members to the Section and they 
are Austen Cameron and Robert 
Robertson, from the Dukes Course, 
St Andrews; David Cartmill and 
George Anderson, from Downfield 
Golf Club; Garry McKenna and 
Stuart Thomson, from West Lothian 
Golf Club and as I always seem to 
say, hopefully we will have the chance 
to meet some of you at our forth-
coming events. The Spring 
Tournament, which is at Scotscraig 
Golf Club on the 19th of this month, 
will be your first chance to attend an 
event so if you haven't done so, get 
your form in straight away! 

Any member who has not received 
their entry form for this event should 
get in touch with me ASAP! 

The winners of last month's Club 
200 draw are Archie Dunn with tick-
et number 008 and Vice Chairman 
of BIGGA, Richard Barker, with tick-
et number 157. Your cheques are in 
the post! 

Thanks to those who got in touch 
following the Section report in the 
February issue of Greenkeeper 
International. S. Connah, T. 
Comerford, G. Smith, S. Pearson, S. 
Howie, A. Gibson and a special 
thanks to I. Knight and S. McGregor. 

It was pleasing to see so many 
Section members at the Scottish 
Conference in Dunfermline last 
month and we even managed one 
from a local club! Well done Kenny 
Duncan, from Dunfermline Golf 
Club, sorry Fraser! One member who 
couldn't make it was "Deek" from 
Scoonie who (and I have this on good 
authority) was too busy searching for 
"lost" treasure on Scoonie Golf 
Course. Hope you were successful 
Deek! 

Congratulations to Peter Boyd for 
giving us another superb conference, 
which was standing room only, and 
the excellent speakers on the day. 

Also at the conference a long stand-
ing patron of SIGGA, BIGGA and 
especially the Central Section, John 
Souter, of Souter Sportsturf, was pre-
sented with an engraved crystal 
decanter to mark his recent retiral 
from the profession. May you have a 
long and happy "retirement." 

John has kindly offered to organise 
a visit for us to the new course being 
constructed at Southern Gailes in 
Ayrshire, so, if you fancy going, please 
get in touch with me ana we can get 
something organised for next month 
possibly. 

Hopefully, next month, I will have 
a report on the football match against 
the West Section which was organ-
ised to take place in Dundee on the 
11th March. Incidentally, we are still 
looking for a manager to take some 
of the pressure from Andy O'Hara, 

so if anyone fancies this highly "paid" 
(you don't get much money but you 
get a lot of laughs) position, just get 
in touch with Andy and he will give 
you a full "job description." 

John Crawford 

Ayrshire 
The final arrangements for this 

year's outings have still to be con-
firmed as I type these notes. 

The committee meeting has been 
delayed because of the snow and is 
now beyond the deadline for this 
month's notes. Derek Wilson has 
made preliminary arrangements with 
Bridgehouse Bay for May 10 for our 
spring outing. The usual information 
will be sent out in due course and I 
will confirm arrangements in next 
month's notes. 

Any news call me on 01505 683278 
Iain Barr 

West 
Welcome to this month's West 

Section news. By the time this mag-
azine reaches you we will all have dug 
ourselves out of the snow drifts of 
February, probably experienced a 
false spring and be in the midst of a 
cold dry easterly, usual Scottish 
spring. As I write this report many of 
you will be preparing for your March 
competitions by clearing four foot of 
snow from your access roads. Do we 
start the season too early? Enough 
small talk. 

The Greenkeeper's/Convener's 
match will probably have been played 
at Helensburgh GC by the time you 
receive this magazine as it was sched-
uled to be played on April 5. I am 
sure all who attend this day will enjoy 
playing Helensburgh as much as I 
have in the past. A report and the 
results of the day will be printed in 
the June edition of Greenkeeper 
International. 

The West Section spring outing will 
be played at Kirkhill GC on April 25. 
Hopefully there will be a big turn out 
on the day and I look forward to see-
ing all the usual faces and maybe 
some new faces as well. Please try and 
help Sandy out by returning entry 
forms on time. Once again, our 
thanks go to John Scott, his staff and 
the Kirkhill membership for the use 
of their course. 

Two football matches will have been 
played during March, one against the 
Central Section the other against 
Maryhill Police. Stuart Taylor after 
many years of sterling service even-
tually cracked under the tremendous 
pressure. The management of the sec-
tion football team put's on a man and 
has handed over the running; of the 
football team to Gerard (Houllier) 
Bruen. Gerry would like anyone who 
may be interested in playing in future 
matches to contact him at East 
Kilbride GC on 013552 36335. 

On an educational note, Mike 
Dooner, of Thorntree Landscapes, 
has kindly offered a West Section 
assistant/trainee the opportunity to 
visit BTME at Harrogate next year. 
In order that all eligible BIGGA West 
Section members have an opportu-
nity to win this great award the 
committee are considering an essay 

competition. Details of the competi-
tion have still to be finalised but the 
essay will be based on a Greenkeeping 
subject. So get your thinking caps on 
and watch this space for competition 
details. The committee again would 
like to thank Mike for this very gen-
erous award. 

During a recent committee meeting 
it was brought to our attention that 
due to the rather poor response to 
recent BIGGA run regional training 
Programmes in our area that perhaps 
the content or venue of such events 
was wrong. To gain a clearer picture 
of what you the Section member's 
want from such regional training 
Programmes we ask that you contact 
us with any suggestions you may have 
for the improvement of such events. 

What areas of training can we 
improve on? Is the venue right? Is the 
cost right? What particular subject's 
interest you? If you do have any sug-
gestions feel free to contact me on 
the number given below. 

On a committee note we would like 
to welcome John Yeats on board as 
one of our trade members.The com-
mittee would also like to welcome all 
the new West Section members these 
being Victoria Cavinue, Hamilton 
GC; Christopher Mayle, 
Williamwood GC; Ian Malcolm 
More, Aberfoyle GC;Douglas Steele, 
Aberfoyle GC; Stuart Orr, Aberfoyle 
GC, and Peter Donald McVicar, 
Machrihanish GC. We look forward 
to meeting you all at up and coming 
Section events. 

Well that's my report for this 
month, so have a successful season & 
remember if any of you have any-
thing you would like added in the 
column please call me on 013552 
66862. 

Brian Bolland. 

North East 
Apologies to Matfen Hall Golf 

Club. Last month, we said the club 
was to start work on another nine 
holes in the spring. In fact, they are 
currently at the stage of seeking plan-
ning approval for the extension. 
Apologies for any embarrassment 
caused. 

Jimmy Richardson 

Northern 
I apologise for missing last month's 

report; I wasn't feeling too well. The 
Spring Tournament will be played on 
Tuesday 24 April at Filey GC with a 
12 o'clock tee off. The cost of this 
day's golf including a meal, prizes and 
a good crack is only £15. Payment to 
be made in full to any committee 
member before 17 April. Places will be 
on a first come first in basis, with 
cheques made payable to BIGGA 
Northern Section. The trophies that 
were won at last year's President's Day 
are for the Spring Tournament. Could 
trophy winners please bring them back 
for the Spring Tournament! 



The rest of the fixtures are 
President's Day, Harrogate GC, 19 
June; - Roses Match, Sand Moor 
GC, 22 August; - Invitation Day, 
Howley Hall GC, 12 September; -
Autumn Tournament, Woodsome 
Hall GC, 18 October; - Winter Golf, 
Headingley GC, 5 December. 

It is with regret that after six years 
on the committee, four as Secretary 
and one as Chairman, Simon 
Heppenstall has decided to step 
down from the committee. The com-
mittee would like to thank Simon 
for his hard work in keeping the 
Section going over the years. I would 
like personally to thank Simon for 
his help and advice in helping me 
settle into my role. 

Your new Chairman is Jim Brown, 
and Vice-Chairman is Dave 
Thackray. Speaking of Jim, you may 
have read of Jim's departure in 
February's magazine. I can now 
report that Jim couldn't leave his 
beloved Yorkshire and is now stay-
ing at Cookridge. 

We welcome Jason White, Halifax 
Bradley Hall GC; Joseph Cassell, 
Neil Clarkson, Oakdale GC; Alistair 
Bolch, York GC.; Graham Wilson, 
Boothferry Park GC; Roger 
Mackerell, Gary Anderson, 
Moortown GC; Andrew Cox, Ilkley 
GC; Peter Aldridge, Lightcliffe GC; 
Robert Turner, Halifax GC; David 
Kendall, Craig Finnegan, West 
Bradford GC; Alan Martin, 
Heworth GC; Martin Green, 
Bradford GC; Brian Kirkby, 
Grimsby GC; David Chadwick, 
Moor Allerton GC; Stefan Jones, 
Pike Hills GC; Christopher 
Barnacle, Fulford G.C.; Tom 
Bennett, Bradford Moor GC.; Steve 
Trownsdale, North Cliffe GC; Gary 
Dyson, Pontefract &. District GC; 
David Syer, Branshaw GC; David 
Bateman, Otley GC as new mem-
bers. 

There is no other news at the 
moment, if anybody as any then let 
me know. My address is 67 Asquith 
Avenue, Morley, Leeds, LS27 9QS; 
Tel: 0113 2383188: mobile 07790 
678572 , Email: 
andy_smith21 @hotmail.com 

Andy Smith 

S h e f f i e l d 
Let's start this month with a little 

bit of good news. Congratulations 
are in order to Gary Marsh, of 
Licldeton Golf Club, on receiving 
the runners-up prize in the BIGGA 
Essay Competition. The prize was 
presented at BTME by Sir Michael 
Bonallack. Well done Gary. 

On February 1 we held our second 
Winter Lecture at Rotherham Golf 
Club. Thank you to James Morley 
and Richard Tyns for their informa-
tive presentations on John Deere 
equipment. 

Entry forms will soon be sent out 
for our first golf day at Bondhay Golf 
Club on May 15. Please try to return 
these forms before the stated clos-
ing date. Any information regarding 
golf days may be obtained by con-
tacting the competitions secretary 
on 01302 831665 

A Sampson 

North West 
Very little to write about this month 

other than a snippet of news from 
Wilmslow Golf Club. Steve Oultram 
tells me that one of the staff from 
Wilmslow has just officially retired. He 
is Ernie Bardett who is 84 years old, and 
has worked at Wilmslow for 52 years. 

He retired from full time employment 
at 65, and since then he has worked 
three days a week Steve tells me that 
until he was 74 years old he was cut-
ting fairways with a tractor and trail 
gangs, and then he took on the job of 
aivoting tees and fairways, while keep-
ing the clubhouse areas clean and tidy 

I am sure we all wish him the best in 
his retirement years (perhaps he will 
take up golf). 

The Spring Tournament is at Mere 
Golf & Country Club on Monday, April 
23, and you need to apply to Bill 
Merritt, 225, Utting Avenue, 
Clubmore, Liverpool, L4 9RB enclosing 
a cheque for £15. Lunch is 12:30pm to 
lpm, and the tee is available from 
1:30pm till 2:30pm. Get your applica-
tions in quick because we are restricted 
to 50 in number. 

The match between the Northwest 
and North Wales is to be played on 
Tuesday, May 1, at Abergele GC. The 
tournament is sponsored by Gem 
Professional, and I require a team of 16 
to retain the GEM trophy If you are 
available please contact me as soon as 
possible on mobile 077615 833387 or 
0151 7245412 

Bert Cross 

Editor's Note: 
Apologies for the fact that Bert and Billy 
Merritt's addresses were printed incorrectly 
in the March magazine. 

Cleveland 
It's time to dust the cobwebs off your 

golf clubs, polish your golf shoes because 
the Spring Tournament is upon us and 
this year it will be played at Wearside 
Golf Club on April 24. There are still a 
few places left so to book call Barry 
Walker on mobile 07968 308892/home 
01915 650691. The entry fee is £10 
including meal and remember a bad day's 
golf is better than a good days work 

This year's summer knockout, The 
Qeveland Shield is again sponsored by 
Carrs. Many thanks to them for their 
very generous and continued support. 

To enter again call Barry, the fee £2, 
the first round draw will take place at 
the Spring Tournament so make sure 
you enter before then. If you are unable 
to attend, Jim Thompson will be enter-
ing and hoping to get past the first round 
this year! 

Jim is leaving the Wynyard Club and 
is moving to join Paul Moore, Course 
Manager at Darlington Golf Club, and 
his team. He has been at Wynyard for 
five years the first six months of which 
he worked without pay! Everyone at 
Wynyard wishes him good luck in his 
new role. 

And finally, Tony Burge, Head 
Greenkeeper at Richmond Golf Club, 
the man who never leaves anywhere 
without a prize strikes again, he won a 
grinder at this year's BTME in a draw 
put on by Course Care. Any news call 
0771913381 

Steven Jaques 

Four Weeks 
The time you could save 
to establish new turf 

Quicker Establishment 

Improved Performance 

Reduced Stress Levels 

Deeper Rooting 

Environmentally Friendly 

What is Vaminoc-G? 
A mycorrhizal inoculant for fine turf that 
produces enhanced root density and 
depth and increased stress tolerance 

For full details 
Telephone 01405 704 840 
Fern House Marketing Ltd. The Fernery, Reedness, Goole, DN14 8EW. 
Tel: 01405 704 840 Fax: 01405 704 850 e-mail:sales@vaminoc.co.uk 

® Vaminoc-G is a registered trademark of the MicroBio Group Ltd 

The Greenkeepers 
Choice... 

Top Dressings 
Combining technology 
and quality. 

All dressings are heat 
t reated and mixed to 
specific requirements. 

Rootzones 
The perfect foundat ion 
for op t imum growth. 

Quality is assured through 
on-site laboratory testing. 

8 0 0 T O N N E S A V A I L A B L E DAILY 

D E L I V E R Y W I T H I N 2 4 H O U R S 

BATHGATE SILICA SANDS LTD [ y ü ^ ™ 
Ardid Quarry, Congleton Road, Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 4SN I Q I 

Tel: 01270 762828, Fax: 01270 760557 l _ 

mailto:sales@vaminoc.co.uk


North Wales 
Not a lot to write about this month. 

Firstly though, my apologies to 
Sportsworld for omitting them from 
the list of sponsors for the Xmas 
comp. 

The Section wishes Dewi Hughes, 
Head Greenkeeper at Pwllheli Golf 
Club, a long, healthy and happy 
retirement. 

By the time you read this you 
should have enjoyed our Spring 
Meeting at Ruddlan Golf Club. 
However I write as the Foot and 
Mouth epidemic is rampant so God 
only knows. Access to the country-
side is being restricted and seeing as 
most of our courses are surrounded 
by farmland it can only be a matter 
of time before our industry is affect-
ed. I know it is nothing compared to 
the terrible hardship that the farm-
ing community is suffering and our 
thoughts must be with them. 
However on the back of so many 
course closures due to the wet weath-
er this is the last thing that our 
industry needs with revenues so bad-
ly hit. Let's just hope that by the time 
you read this it has been eradicated. 

The annual match against North 
West is pencilled in for April 24 at 
Abergele and if you are interested in 
winning our Shield back get in touch 
with Jeremy Hughes. 

The college seminar was held in 
February to much reduced numbers. 

Again I think that the smaller 
turnout than normal was due to the 
weather, as we all try to catch up on 
our winter programmes. Everyone I 
have spoken to who attended said it 
was very interesting, so thanks go to 
Graham Wright, the college and the 
liaison panel for putting it on. 

If you have anything of interest 
please get in touch. See ya 

Dave Goodridge 

Mid Anglia 
All members should, by now, have 

received a fixture list for the forth-
coming events being held within the 
section for 2001. Entry forms for golf 
competitions and the Lodgeway Four 
Ball should also have been received. 
Should you wish to enter more than 
one event, please photocopy the 
main competition entry form. This 
year's costs for the spring, summer 
and autumn tournaments are £15 for 
those aged under 25 and £25 for 
those aged 25 and over. 

Our first golf event of the year is to 
be held on Thursday 3rd May at 
Overs tone Park Golf Club, 
Northamptonshire. 

As there is no qualification require-
ment for the National Tournament 
this year, it is hoped that - subject to 
sponsorship - the Section will partly 
fund two members to attend. The 
tournament will be held at Birkdale 
and Southport & Ainsdale Golf 
Clubs October 1 and 2. The cost for 
entry is £70 plus accommodation 

and expenses. The Section is also 
hoping to arrange a visit to 
Queenswood Golf Club, Surrey, some 
time this year; details to follow. 

Draws for the Lodgeway Fourball 
will be made at the Spring 
Tournament, so please ensure that 
Steve Mason receives your entries by 
May 3. As mentioned previously, this 
will now be a straight knockout com-
petition. 

The Golf Management Trophy will 
be held at Verulam Golf Club this year; 
the date is yet to be confirmed. Teams 
representing each club must be made 
up of: Head Greenkeeper, Captain, 
Secretary and a Committee member 
- preferably Greens Chairman. Our 
Regional Administrator, Les Emery, 
who is organising the event, will for-
ward invitations for entry to clubs. 

Paul Lockett. 

East Midlands 
This year's Go-ICart evening was 

held at The Wymeswold industrial 
estate on February 21. Again the 
evening was generously sponsored by 
Toro-Lely to the tune of £10.00 per 
person plus prizes. This year saw a 
record attendance of 26 racers, with 
a format of 4 teams of five, and 1 of 
six, competing in the endurance race 
format. After 1 hour 40 minutes of 
high speed driving and tactical pit 
stops, the eventual winners were 
team C, which consisted of the fol-
lowing members. Richard Barker, 
Matthew Chambers, Gavin Robson, 
Maurice Hume and Kevin Kinzer. For 
the third year running Adi Porter fin-
ished as a runner-up. 

Our thanks go to Andy Humble of 
Toro Lely for sponsoring the evening 
and to our Section Chairman Gavin 
Robson for organising the event, the 
next Section meeting is at Kirby 
Muxloe GC on April 10 for the 
Lecture evening. With the support of 
the members we will again organise 
a Go-Kart for next winter. 

By the time you have read this arti-
cle I shall of returned from my trip 
to Vancouver, and for those of you 
who attended the lecture evening at 
Kirby Muxloe GC you will have 
heard all about it. However, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
Bernards Grinders for their very gen-
erous sponsorship, which enabled a 
team of ten delegates (including 
myself) to attend the combined 
CGSA and WCTA in Canada. 

Antony Bindley 

Midland 
Firstly, I would like to congratulate 

three members of the green staff at 
Copt Heath Golf Club who, by 
August of this year, will each have 
enjoyed 25 years of service with the 
Club. They are Derek Smith, Paul 
Hofman and Steven Tipper. 

Copt Heath Golf Club are also lead-
ing the way in terms of their 
maintenance facility Jeremy Pilcher 
was kind enough to give me a tour of 
the new building which is equipped 
and finished to the highest standard. 

All credit to the Club for investing 
in their future and taking the lead in 
an area so often disregarded. Jeremy 

is contactable at Copt Heath and 
would welcome anyone interested in 
investing in a new facility of their 
own. 

Sports World have once again been 
kind enough to arrange an excellent 
day at the Hardi factory in Hinckley. 
Tours were taken by Ann who man-
aged to be informative and light 
hearted while maintaining the disci-
pline (must be the army training!). 

Rigby Taylor's Turf Management 
Workshop held at Hittington Heath 
Golf Club on March 1 was also very 
informative with contributions from 
Andy Cole, of Grass Science; Mike 
Finney, of Amega Science; Chris Pie, 
of Dow Science, and Mike Higgins, 
of Ruffords. 

Finally, I look forward to seeing you 
all at Great Barr for the Spring 
Tournament on May 14 so please 
post that entry form as soon as pos-
sible. 

Phil Gates 

Essex 
In this month's very brief report 

we welcome a host of new members, 
they are:- Stuart Wren, Great 
Hadham Golf and Country Club; 
Steve Jackson, Ilford GC; Ben 
Scrivener, Stock Brook Manor GC; 
Ian Wood, Romford GC; Boyd 
Evans, Trent Park GC; Mark Kiff, 
Bishop Stortford; Scott Colgate, 
Bishop Stortford; James Pickess, 
Chelmsford GC; Michael Dilliway, 
Three Rivers Golf and Country 
Club. 

I hope to see you all at our next 
Section event which will be at 
Frinton Golf Club on April 25. 

A seminar covering all aspects of 
Golf Course Design was held at 
Writtle College last month. Thirty 
members ventured out to hear 
David Kidd hand out valuable 
advice to all considering any design 
work. Thanks to David and also to 
Sherriff Crop Care (Graham Paul) 
who sponsored the evening. 

Another thank you, this time to 
Neil Peachey and Tuckwells for 
sponsoring the production of our 
fixture cards which you should all 
have by now. If not contact Martin 
Forrester (01245) 603131. One 
amendment to the new cards has to 
be made. The date is given for the 
Winter Trophy but not the venue 
which is Three Rivers Golf and 
Country Club. 

Well that's about it, I did say it 
was brief. If you have anything you 
would like including in the maga-
zine just let me know 

See you all at sunny Frinton. 
Steve Crossdale 

S u s s e x 
With spring knocking on our doors 

and summer just around the corner, 
(ha ha), I would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you all of all 
of the forthcoming golf days we have 
organised around the county. 

Starting off with the spring meet-
ing at Cowdry Park in April which 
would have been played by the time 
you read this. You should have all 
received a fixture list containing the 
other dates. 

These days are organised for the 
benefit of all greenkeepers who are 
members of BIGGA. 

I sometimes hear people saying 
that it is too expensive and how 
would it benefit me? 

Well, as for the latter, not only are 
you going to be in the company of 
a bunch of lads who share interests, 
whether it be greenkeeping, or golf, 
you get to hear about things going 
on in the trade, wether it be a new 
fertiliser or a new machine which 
someone has bought, all good infor-
mation. 

As for the standard of golf, that is a 
different matter. The average handi-
cap being 24 shows you that you don't 
have to worry about your own game. 

So to the money side. Well, being 
that we are very fortunate that the 
clubs give us courtesy, your only 
expense is your food and refresh-
ments and maybe a raffle ticket. 
This on average comes to £30 for a 
day's golf, and with the possibility 
of going home with a great prize, 
which are donated by the trade, and 
the company of friends you can't 
really moan too much. 

While I am on my soapbox, I 
recently attended a workshop 
course held at Cooden Beach Hotel. 
The course was computer skills and 
was run by a chap called Martin 
Burkinshaw in conjunction with 
BIGGA. I enjoyed two very infor-
mative days in the setting of a 4 star 
hotel, and at the end received a cer-
tificate to go on my CY 

So what is my problem? Well in a 
nutshell, the company or do I mean 
lack of it, (5 in total out of 300 
members) you see the problem. The 
days are set up for our benefit they 
are sponsored so the cost is brought 
right down and this is thanks to the 
companies who are Golden, Silver 
and individual key sponsors. 

The cost to my club? (Remember 
this is education and beneficial to 
both parties) was £75! This was a 
computer course, which may not be 
too beneficial to you, but there are 
many different subjects, which are 
covered. 

If you are interested in finding out 
more you can call or email Ken 
Richardson at BIGGA headquar-
ters. The contact details are on page 
10 of this magazine. Well, sorry for 
the moaning, but sometimes it has 
to done just to remind you that 
there is a lot of work being done for 
the benefit of yourselves. 

To change the subject. If any one 
is interested in a grinding course, 
which will be held at one of the local 
collages, please let me know. 

It will work on the format of being 
introduced to new products as well 
as hands on experience, I need to 
get some idea of numbers as this 
sort of day/half day takes a lot of 
organising. Thank you. 

Jon Buad 
email: jonboy69@ukonline.co 
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S u r r e y 
Monday March 5, about 11:15 

and only a few days away from the 
Gentleman's Dinner at Walton 
Heath on the 9th. My mobile phone 
rings and, from Royal Epsom, Mr 
Douglas Fernie is the bearer of bad 
tidings. Foot and Mouth precau-
tions close and our annual South 
East Section Golf Day and Dinner 
at our new Chairman's course is 
postponed. Derek Farrington will 
let us know as soon as possible if 
Walton Heath can fit us in at a lat-
er date. 

Happier tidings now with the 
news that Mark Bellamy, from the 
Drift Golf Club, and his wife, 
Deborah, have a second child, a 
baby boy born on December 26 
2000 and weighing in at 8 pounds 
7 ounces. We wish Kieran Thomas 
health and happiness and a full head 
of hair. 

Also celebrating are Derek and 
Linda Cunliffe whose daughter, 
Jessica Louise, 7 pounds 3 ounces 
was born on February 9, 2001. 

Remember, please keep me 
informed of all events at your 
Surrey Club so that I can spread the 
news and gossip every month in 
Around the Green 

Brian Wilmott 

L o n d o n 
I am sure you have all seen either 

in newspapers, or on the televi-
sion, the utter devastation caused 
to agriculture by the recent out-
break of Foot and Mouth disease 
and even in our modern industry 
much higher pressures can only 
begin to imagine the impact on 
each farm around the country. 
Those directly affected, or indi-
rectly, depending on how you look 
at it are Jim Cassidy, at Ashbridge 
Golf Club; Gerald Bruce, at 
Berkhampstead Golf Club, and 
Steve Brocklehurst, at Harpenden 
Common Golf Club. All these 
courses have been closed over the 
past week to protect cloven 
hooved animals on the golf course 
and as I write this in early march 
there may well be more as you read 
this. 

Congratulations to Phil 
Chiverton, formerly Course 
Manager at the Buckinghamshire 
Golf Club, who takes up a new 
post at The Grove Estate just out-
side Watford. Welcome to the 
Section, Phil. 

Interestingly for the historians 
among you The Grove was an 
Elizabethan Country Estate, circa 
1924, and was sold to the hon. 
Thomas Villiers in 1753 who went 
on to become the Earl of 
Clarendon. Now you may think 
that I'm rambling on but those of 
you who know Watford well will 
know that there is a Clarendon 
Road and a Villiers Road -
Interesting or what! 

For those locals out there you 
would probably remember The 
Grove as the British Railway 
Management Centre as it was 
acquired by London Midland 
Scottish Railways (LMS) as an 

H.Q. in the event of war. 
(Don't stop me now, I'm on a 

roll). Ralph Trustees Ltd, who own 
the prestigious Athenaeum Hotel 
in London and the Runnymede 
Hotel in Surrey, bought The Grove 
in 1996. The building of a golf 
course to complement what I'm 
sure will be a fantastic hotel is 
underway. The best of luck to Phil 
Chiverton and his staff. 

Now you can see what happens 
when you guys don't get in touch 
with any info from the Section! 
You have been warned. 

Here at Sandy Lodge we say 
goodbye and good luck to 
Assistant Greenkeeper Steve 
Nicholson, (the only man who can 
produce a gherkin jar from his 
sleeve), who moves onto pastures 
new We will miss all your magic! 
We also welcome Scott Walker, 
who joins us from Grimsdyke Golf 
Club. 

A date for your diary has been 
confirmed. The Spring Meeting 
will take place at Stockley Park 
Golf Club on Tuesday, May 1. It's 
also looking promising for a new 
venue sometime in august, hope-
fully I'll have more to reveal in my 
next report. 

Don't forget to give me a call 
with any news, however small on 
01923 8 3 5 5 4 9 

Robert Phillips 

S o u t h C o a s t 
It's been a very quiet month, so 

there is very little to report. It's 
still not too late to enter the 
Spring Tournament, which is on 
Thursday, May 3 at the Army Club 
in Aldershot. Contact Chris 
Sturgess on 0 2 3 8 0 4 9 4 0 8 4 for 
more details. 

The only other item to mention 
this month is Ken Lodge's retire-
ment. Ken rang me to ask if I could 
let everyone know that he is retir-
ing in May. He is having a get 
together on Friday, May 11 at 
Atnerley Bowls Club, Southampton, 
at lunchtime. 

Everyone is welcome to go along 
and have a drink or two with Ken. 

I'm sure that everyone in the 
Section would like to wish Ken a 
long and happy retirement, and 
thank him for all the work he has 
done for BIGGA in his time. 
Cheers Ken. 

I put my phone number in the 
column a couple of months ago 
and asked anyone to phone me if 
they had something they wanted 
put in the around the greens arti-
cle. I had one call from Ken, and 
he got what he wanted put in it. 
So don't be shy if you want some-
thing printed! Phone me on 0 7 9 3 9 
860841 . It will go in. 

Well, that's it for another month. 
Mike Cartwright. 

Priced right! Built right! High Spec! That's TYM! 

Superb quality ALL NEW Korean manufacturered high specification tractors 
Currently available: T390 39HP ROPS 4-cylinder KUBOTA engine 

TYM T390 with roll bar 
39HP Kubota engine 
12 forward gears, 12 reverse gears with synchro shuttle 
Selectable 2 and 4 wheel drive with diff lock 
Easy access flat floor with ergonomic controls 
540/1000 PTO & draft control. Linkage drawbar 
Electro-hydraulic PTO control with auto stop rotate management 
Powerful wet disc brakes. Seat belts 
Power steering 
Rear linkage lift capacity 1300kg 
Front weights/turf tyres as optional extras 

MOTOKOV UK Ltd GROUNDS CARE DIVISION, 
Bergen Way, Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2JH 

Tel 01553 817700 Fax 01553 691201 

MOTOKOV UK LTD ARE THE SOLE UK IMPORTERS OF ZETOR, LANDINI , EUROTRAC & TYM TRACTORS 

& sweeping requirements 

Tel: 01420 4Í8111 



S o u t h W a l e s 
As our evening lectures come to 

close on the 11th of this month 
with the Annual Quiz BIGGA ver-
sus IOG. I think you would agree 
that they have been very success-
ful. As a reminder, the combined 
evening of Advanta & Biotal, held 
on Feb 14, was well attended with 
Jim Foulton of Advanta describ-
ing seed formation, diseases and 
plant production. Then Gerard 
Cuncliffe, of Cardiff-based Biotal, 
give a talk on how their products 
help turf propagation with the use 
of micro-organisms specifically 
for the use in soil. 

Thanks to you both for your 
time and Pencoed College for the 
use of the facilities - not forget-
ting our sponsor of the evenings 
Avoncrop. 

It might be an idea to get your 
golf clubs out and dust them over 
as our first tournament begins at 
Southerndown Golf Club on May 
9 with a tee off time 1.30pm play-
ing for the Spring Tournament. 
The Summer Tournament then 
will be held at Llanwern GC on 
July 11 so there are some dates 
for your diaries. By the way, 
please would last years' tourna-
ment winners return their 
trophies 28 days prior to these 
events. 

The Welsh Golf Union held a 
seminar at the Vale of Glamorgan 
G&CC on March 5 with 19 Golf 
Clubs in attendance with guest 
speakers Howard Swan, Education 
& Training Manager of BIGGA, 
Ken Richardson, and Peter Winter, 
Head Agronomist of the STRI. 

Also Rigby Taylor set up Road 
Shows in our Section, one at Park 
Howard Llanelli and the other at 
Royal Porthcawl GC. Thank you 
to them. 

Unfortunately our seminar had 
to be postponed on February 28 
as the Foot & Mouth crisis hit the 
agricultural trade. Thanks to 
Scotts for their support and for 
holding it on another day; look 
out for the new dates. 

Must mention the return of sec-
retary Peter Lacey and Richard 
Whyman, of the Devon and 
Cornwall Section, on their trip to 
Canada to the CGSA Golf Course 
Conference and Trade Show in 
Vancouver 24-27 February spon-
sored by Bernard & Co. - they 
have too much info for me to 
mention but I am sure they will 
let you know what it was like. 
Lastly, during our evening lec-

tures in conjunction with the IOG 
it is my pleasure to announce that 
the Queen in her New Year 
Honours list awarded Bill 
Hardiman of the South Wales 
Branch IOG an MBE for his life-
time service to sports turf 
management. Excellent! 

Richard Hatcher 

D e v o n a n d C o r n w a l l 
This year 's Avoncrop-spon-

sored February Section meeting 
had to be cancelled due to the 
Foot and Mouth crisis which has 
swept the country. 

Hopefully we can rearrange 
the meeting for later on in the 
year. 

As most of you are aware, I was 
lucky enough to have been one 
of ten BIGGA members selected 
to represent the Association on 
the Bernhard-sponsored trip to 
the Canadian Conference and 
Show held in Vancouver. 

The trip proved to be of great 
educational value to all of the 
delegation. 

The visit consisted of course 
visits to North View Golf and 
Country Club, host of the PGA 
Tour Vancouver Open and to the 
private members' clubs at Point 
Grey and Marine Drive. During 
the visits we were able to discuss 
with the Superintendents their 
maintenance practises which 
included budgets, staffing, 
machinery used, materials used, 
working practises, unions, mem-
bership and green fees. 

The seminar programme was 
very well attended with the con-
ference room full for every 
seminar. This was a reflection on 
the high standard of speakers 
presenting papers at the confer-
ence which included our 
Chairman, Clive Osgood. 

The new friendships made dur-
ing the week with tne Canadian 
Superintendents and our own 
delegation, will, I am sure, con-
tinue for many years to come. 

I would like to thank BIGGA 
and Bernhard and Company for 
selecting me to represent British 
greenkeeping in Canada, I would 
also like to thank Sam McLean 
and Peter Hampton for their 
hospital i ty and knowledge 
shown to the whole delegation, 
hopefully many more BIGGA 
members will be able to benefit 
in the way I have from such a 
visit in the future. 

Richard Whyman 

S o u t h W e s t 
I was hoping to give the results 

of the Section's first tour event 
to played at Stinchcombe but the 
weather curtailed any chance of 
the event taking place The snow 
that fell did not deter about 20 
members attending, it was the fog 
that got the better of the event. 
Thanks go out to all the 
Stinchcombe staff for all their 
efforts to accommodate us. Some 
members would not let the 
weather stop them from playing 
a round of golf. They made their 
way off Stinchcombe Hill to play 
at the Manor House to find a 
warm welcome and a course in 
excellent condition. If you have 
not been recently it is well worth 
the effort, Paul Bishop and his 
staff are doing sterling work. 

Speaking of which, Chris Jack 
is leaving the Manor House to 
become not a rep, but a house 
husband. He will be replaced at 
the Manor House by John 
Keengahan. The Section wishes 
them both luck in their future 
careers. I feel Chris has the hard-
er role! Nathan Marsh, Section 
member from Long Ashston, is 
having a year's training from 
March 2001 in the sunshine state 
of Florida. Anyone going can get 
in touch with Nathan at Bonita 
Bay Golf and Country Club, 
Naples, Florida. Good luck from 
all the Section. 

The Tour's next event is on May 
24, A Greenkeeper/Amateur at 
Woodspring Golf club, Bristol, 
please reply to Kevin James 
ASAP. Anyone who has not 
received a booking form can con-
tact Kevin on 0 7 7 8 8 3 2 7 6 7 7 . 
The committee, at the last meet-
ing, have decided that people can 
now turn up to events on the day 
and to pay Kevin a £2 adminis-
tration fee which will be added to 
the cost of the day. It would be 
appreciated if you could tele-
phone at the earliest point in 
time to let us know you will be 
attending the event. Guy Woods 
is organising a seminar. People 
who are interested and want more 
details please contact him on 
0 1 2 2 5 3 3 3 9 2 8 . 

Knobby Knight can be contact-
ed on 0 1 2 2 5 7 6 0 6 3 4 for more 
information on team matches, 
the next one is on the 3rd of May 
2001 at the Manor House in 
Castle Coombe and is against the 
Secretaries, Good Luck lads! 

David Bougen 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 
The Section held an irrigation 

talk during January at Allen Park 
Golf Club Antrim which proved 
very successful. The company, 
Drilling and Pumping Supplies 
Ltd. from Newtownards Co. 
Down were invited along to give 
the members an insight into the 
success of their company in the 
supply, installation, service, and 
maintenance of irrigation systems 
which they have installed at many 
golf clubs throughout Northern 
Ireland. 

Company Director, Alastair 
Wilson, left us in no doubt of the 
company's commitment to giving 
good reliable service. Alastair also 
invited Gary and Gilbert 
Maddisson from England along to 
give talks on the Rainbird range 
of irrigation equipment and the 
Heron irrigation controllers. 

Many thanks to Maddisson 
Irrigation who made the journey 
over from England and Alastair 
Wilson of Drilling and Pumping 
Suppliers Ltd. who provided a 
lunch for all the members present. 
Thanks to the caterer Paul 
Corrigan for the very enjoyable 
lunch and Antrim Borough 
Council who allowed us to use the 
clubhouse facilities at Allen Park. 
If anyone has any irrigation prob-
lems or maybe would like to 
install a system why not contact 
Alastair Wilson on 0 2 8 9 1 
8 1 8 3 4 7 or mobile 07711 0 1 3 8 4 9 . 

I would like to thank the mem-
bers for making the effort to come 
along and I sincerely hope you 
gained more knowledge on the 
subject of irrigation. The follow-
ing clubs were all represented; 
Massereene, Allen Park, Shandon 
Park, Jurgan, Malone, Fort 
William, Holywood, Castlerock 
and Portstewart. The Section's 
first golf competition will be 
played towards the end of April. 
We are hoping to play the new 
course at Loughgall. The exact 
dates and venues for the compe-
titions will be confirmed in 
March. All members will receive 
a letter from the Secretary out-
lining the Golf Days for the year. 
I would like to welcome Liam 
McVeigh, Silverwood Golf Club, 
Edmond Morris, Aberdelghy Golf 
Club and Gordon Nimmo, Royal 
Co Down as new members to the 
Section this month. 

Ken Henderson YOU'VE GOT MAIL! 
If you've got an email account, and want to keep up to date with the latest news and events 
from the turfcare industry, drop us an email, and we'll add you to our ever increasing list of 
online subscribers. We'll then inform you of any forthcoming features and events via email. Simply send an email to: updates@bigga.CO.uk 
quoting your name and Membership number, and we'll do the rest S e e you al l next m o n t h ! 

mailto:updates@bigga.CO.uk



