
Scottish Golf 
Course Wildlife 
Initiative 

The Scottish Golf Course Wildlife 
Initiative used The Open 
Championship at St Andrews as the 
ideal opportunity to spread the word 
about some of its recently launched 
projects. 

"The reason we are distributing this 
information to a range of golfing, 
environmental and general media is 
in response to recent misinformed 
criticism of golf courses and their 
environmental impact," explained 
Senior Golf Course Advisor, Jonathan 
Smith. 

"Particularly in Scotland, there 
has been much press and radio cov-
erage recently, which has portrayed 
golf course management and devel-
opment in a negative light. A great 
deal of this has been based on 
assumption and misunderstanding 
of how golf courses are managed, 
and the potential golf courses pro-
vide to protect and enhance the 

s> environment." 
The pack which was distributed is 

designed to raise awareness among 
the media, and resultantly the wider 
public of the positive role golf cours-
es can play in the environment, and 
the efforts currently being made by 
both the golfing and environmental 
sectors to make this positive situation 
continue. 

Scottish Golf Course Wildlife 
Initiative, a partnership of golfing 
and environmental organisations 
funded by the Scottish Golf Union, 
the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of 
St Andrews, Scottish Natural 
Heritage and the Scottish Greenbelt 
Foundation. 

Further information can be obtained 
from Jonathan at The Scottish Golf 
course Wildlife Group, The Stables, 
Dalkeith Country Park, Midlothian, 
EH22 2NA Tel: 0131 660 9480 
Email: scotgolf.wildlife@virgin.net 

John receives 
a surprise 
presentation 

John Philp, Links Superintendent at 
Carnoustie's Golf Courses recently 
received his MBE for services to golf at 
Buckingham Palace and a couple of days 
later received a surprise presentation 
from his greenkeeping staff down on the 
golf course, writes Terry MacCallum 

Championship Course Foreman, John 
Beattie, explained that the staff had got 
together and, using many of John 
Philp's most quoted phrases, had com-
piled a poem to mark his honour from 
the Queen as well as his achievements 
with the Carnoustie Courses. 

"The poem was devised by the boys," 
he said. 

The verses were superimposed on a 
computer-generated picture of John 
standing alongside James Braid, a five-
times Open winner, who looked after 
the courses in the 1920s. 

The framed poem was handed over 
at a surprise ceremony at the 1 Oth hole. 

John also received a presentation bot-
tle of malt whisky and a cake, suitably 
decorated with a golfing theme. His wife 
Helen was also invited and was pre-
sented with a bouquet. 

John said that the whole thing had 
come as a complete surprise, but con-
fessed that the ceremony on the golf 
course on which he and his colleagues 
work so hard meant more to him than 
the visit to Buckingham Palace. 

"But at least I knew I was going to 
Buckingham Palace," he quipped. "I 
knew nothing about all this." 

His wife, Helen, added, "This means 
so much more when it comes from his 
own staff, the people he is with all the 
time." 

When asked if the staff would be tast-
ing the cake, John said that he thought 
they might have an early finish in order 
to sample it - which prompted several 
of his greenkeepers to question whether 
he had already been sampling the 
whisky! 

Support for Support Team 

BIGGA's Open Championship Greenkeeping Support Team at St. 
Andrews this year were smartly turned out in polo shirts, caps and 
fleeces from BIGGA's logoed Slazenger range. The fleeces were 
sponsored by Rigby Taylor which are now available to all BIGGA 
greenkeepers through a product purchase incentive scheme which the 
company is running until October. The fleece makes a practical work 
wear garment for use around the golf course. Alan Halfyear, of Rother 
Valley Golf Centre and a member of the 2000 Support Team,, is seen 
modelling the fteece in one of the Old Course's notorious bunkers. 

R e d e s i g n p r o v i d e s g r e a t e r a c c e s s f o r d i s a b l e d 
The third course at Moor Park, 

operated by Three Rivers District 
Council as a public course now has 
its revised and renovated facilities -
18-holes course, 9-holes par 3 course 
and Academy, recently opened by 
Trevor Brooking, Chairman of the 
Sports Council. 

The golf centre has been re-designed 
by Swan Golf Designs, golf course 
architects, to add to The Old Harry 
Colt designed course with a refur-
bished short course and a custom 
designed area with chipping and 
bunker practice complexes and a three 
tier putting green set to test all kinds 
of player with greatly varying abilities. 

The project has been a partnership 
between The Local Authority and The 
Sports Lottery Fund who contributed 
nearly £400,000 towards the cost of 
the works, undertaken by John 
Greasley. Tees and bunkers throughout 
have been re-designed to allow access 
for disabled players and wheelchairs. 
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