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Greens Mowers

“It’s hard for anyone to imagine the conditions
here at Old Head Golf Links. It's not unusual for us

to have 65 km/h winds and gusting to 80 km/h.

One Christmas Eve we had winds recorded at
N.
SRiVIN, MARTIN

Title

SUPERINTENDENT

170 km/h. So, we need greens mowers that can
Contoured greens
are manicured to
OVERSEES 90 HA

perform in difficult conditions and e-‘
(220 ACRES) ON Y tournament condi-

THIS HISTORIC that’s John Deere. I really like the 8 e tion with a 220A
iREsH HEADEAND Walk Behind Greens

Mower.
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quality of the steel in their walk

behind greens mowers. We do a lot

of topdressing and these mowers J
stand up to it. We don't have to do a !
lot of backlapping or grinding and the

quality of cut is excellent and reliable. The

2500 Tri-Plex Greens Mower is also excellent. The
service from our distributor is second to none.

We're never short on assistance in that area.”

- : : The 2500 Tri-Plex Greens Mower has John Deere
OEERE 300 designed and manufactured 56 cm (22 in)
cutting units with a bedknife-to-reel design.

John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG13 9HT, Telephone 01949 860491
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Amenity Land Services 39

Greenkeeper

Reader reply card

More than just a magazine — Greenkeeper International can
help you find the right products or services for your golf
course — for free! Just tick the advertiser whose product or
service interests you, send the card back to us, and we'll
pass on your enquiry. Further details will be rushed straight
to you, directly from the advertiser. It's as easy as that and
what's more, it won't even cost you a penny!
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Haifa Chemicals
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ISS Aquaturf
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Ken White Signs Postcode

Lew— Work Tel:
Lindum Seeded Turf

Marlwood Email:

MJT Contracts
North Staffs Irrigation
Piltland Technology

-
Subscribe today!
Because we deal with the issues which ot you, you
can't afford to miss a single copy of the a winning
Greenkeeper International magazine. Subscription rates
are; £36 for 12 issues (Europe £46). All you h
do is tick this box [l then complete your details
above, and post this card back to us. We'll then
add your name to our ever-increasing list of
satisfied magazine subscribers

Rigby Taylor

Rolawn

Softspikes

Sovereign Turf
Textron
Turfmech
Weedfree

YOU AND YOUR TURF
CAN BREATHE A
WHOLE LOT EASIER -

Visit the
SISIS
WEBSITE
www.sisis.com

WITH THE FAST, DEEP
SOIL RELIEVER!

Up to 14 ins depth

Minimal surface '
disturbance 1 s
D — ’
= Son revievern |

g
=2 .

Fast ground v

coverage * '/ 3

# MR Low maintenance

The SISIS SOIL RELIEVER deep vertical aerator fractures the
soil into small even particles, instantly relieving compaction and
allowing air, water and nutrients to penetrate more quickly.
Several models available. Ask for a demonstration.

Please send full details of the SISIS SOIL RELIEVERS to:
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Open only since the
summer of 1997, Old
Head Golf Links in
Kinsale, Ireland is
already ranked as one
of the top 100 facilities
in the world.

The Old Head lighthouse was first used in
1853. Once, in January 1999, it was lost
in a dense fog for the entire month.




A guide to
who's who
at BIGGA

President
Sir Michael
Bonallack, OBE

BIGGA Board of Management
Chairman - Elliott Small

Vice Chairman - Clive Osgood
Past Chairman - Gordon Child

Board Members
Richard Barker
lan Semple

Paul Jenkins
Jim Paton

lan Holoran

Executive Director
Neil Thomas
E-mail: neil@bigga.co.uk

Administration Manager
John Pemberton
E-mail: john@bigga.co.uk

Sales & Marketing Manager
Steve Hardy

E-mail: steve@bigga.co.uk
Editorial Media

Scott MacCallum

E-mail: scott@bigga.co.uk
Education & Training M:

Ken Richardson

E-mail: ken@bigga.co.uk
Membership Services Officer
Tracey Maddison

E-mail: tracey@bigga.co.uk

Contact us

You can contact The British and
International Golf
Association in any number of ways:

Post: BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark,
Alne, York, YO61 1UF

E-mail: reception@bigga.co.uk
Internet: www.bigga.org.uk ( ‘}
Tel: 01347 833800 .
Fax: 01347 833801

Greenkeeper

The official monthly magazine
of the British & International
Golf Greenkeepers Association

Editorial

Editor: Scott MacCallum

Tel: 01347 833800 Fax: 01347 833801
E-mail: scott@bigga.co.uk

Advertising

Sales & Marketing Manager: Steve Hardy
Tel: 01347 833800 Fax: 01347 833802
E-mail: steve@bigga.co.uk

Sales & Marketing Department:

Cheryl Broomhead, Diane Bray

Tel: 01347 833800 Fax: 01347 833802
E-mail: sales@bigga.co.uk

Design

Design & Production Editor: David Emery
Tel: 01347 833800 ISDN: 01347 830020
E-mail: david@bigga.co.uk

Printing

Hi-Tec Print, Units 9-10, Houghton Road,
North Anston Trading Estate, North Anston,
Sheffield S25 4JJ  ISDN: 01909 550561
Tel: 01909 568533 Fax: 01909 568206

The advertising copy deadline for inclusion
in the October 2000 edition of Greenkeoper
International is Monday, September 11, 2000

Greenkeeper International:
Contents may not be reprinted or otherwise reproduced

without written permission. Retumn postage must accompany
all materials submitted if return is requested,
No responsibility can be assumed for unsolicited materials.
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE :

The Fund provides the key to the
future for greenkeeper, golf club and

game. Individuals and companies can

join the Golden Key Circle and Silver
Key Circle. For details, please
contact BIGGA on 01347 833800

Golden Key Circle Company Members

Company Tel: Head Office
Avoncrop 01934 820868
Advanta 01529 302500
Amazone Ground Care 01579 351155
Aventis 01277 301114
Bernhard and Company Ltd 01788 811600
Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd 01428 661222
Gem Professional 01254 356611
John Deere Ltd 01949 860491
Hayter Ltd 01279 723444
Kubota UK Ltd 01844 214500
PGA European Tour 01344 842881
Rain Bird 01273 891326
Rigby Taylor Ltd 01483 535657
Rolawn 01904 608661
Ocmis 01460 241939
Scotts UK Professional 01473 830492
Textron Turf Care 01473 270000
The Toro Company (Lely UK) 01202 319987 -
Individual Members

Mike E: J H Fry. J H Greasley

David S Robinson, Stuart Townsend

Silver Key Circle Company Members

Company Tel: Head Office
Ernest Doe & Sons 01254 380311
Heath Lambert Ltd 0113246 1313
Sisis Equipment Ltd 01625 503030
Supaturf Products Ltd 01455 639639
Weed Free 07000 481011
Individual Members

Clive A Archer, John Crawford, Bruce Cruickshank,
Douglas G Duguid, Alan Holmes, lain A MacLeod,
Robert Maibusch MG, Richard S Mullen, Elliott R
Small, Steven Tierney, Raymond J Warrender

Reader Reply Card

The right is reserved to edit sut
Although every care will be taken, no responsibility is
accepted for loss of manuscripts, photographs or artwork.
Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Association, and no responsibility is accepted for such content,
advertising or product information that ay appear.

Circulation is by subscription. Subscription rate: UK £36 per
year, Europe and Eire £46. The magazine is also distributed to
BIGGA members, golf clubs, local authorities, the turf industry,
libraries and central govemment.

ISSN: 0961- 6977
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Your next issue of Greenkeeper
International will be with you
by October 6, 2000

Regulars

News
Pages 7, 8 and 9

Letters

The Learning Experience
Shedding an Image: Carolyne Nurse =
gives the background into the state-of-the- ‘*:"
art St Andrews maintenance facilities

“The fanrming Exparience”

Education

Ken Richardson announces the majority of the final-
ists for the Toro Student of the Year and reminds
members to get their entries in for the BIGGA
Essay Competition

Membership Update

Web Watch
This month features BTME2001

Talking Heads
Course Managers and Head Greenkeeper give their
opinions on overseeding

Around the Green

Features listing
Helping you track down some of Greenkeeper
International’s previous articles

As | see it...

BIGGA Chairman, Elliott Small, takes in
Murrayshall, Crail, The Open and London's Cafe
Royale and makes a plea for better conditions for
greenkeepers

@ As | see it...

YOUR

@ Win £50 with our Buyers' Guide quiz
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@ Roland Taylor gets

Blown Away
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It's time for

your Winter
Health Check!

Features

STRIving to be the Best

Scott MacCallum meets new STRI Chief Executive
Gordon McKillop and hears about his plans for the
future of the Institute

Man with a Mission

Berkshire College's Academy has six holes in six
different styles and six different constructions.
Bob Woodward's mission is to maintain it

Simon Says...

Simon Hutton is a 22-year-old workaholic. Scott
MacCallum caught up with him to hear about his
remarkable working life

Blown Away
Roland Taylor looks at the latest blowers and sweepers

Winter Health Check
Steve Isaacs takes you through a winter health check to
ensure your course stays well through the winter months

Are You Ready?

The final of the second Charterhouse/Scotts National
Championship is upon us and St Annes Old Links and
Fairhaven are set to greet the gladiators

Gordon McKillop STRlves to be the Best

A degree of
accuracy?

Chris Woodhead, the Chief Inspector of Schools,

wiote recently of his concerns ing “vacuous”
degree courses that are now bei rﬁm nation’s
universities and colleges, describing them as “quasi-aca-

demic degrees”.
To mﬁgﬁ his &)int he listed some of the prime cul-
- Knitwear,

Erits ; Media Studies, Beauty Th and
g Enterprise ent. However, ’d?quﬂ&e
course with which he to launch his list was Golf

Course ent.

He foll dwismnmd\earﬁde printed in The
Sunday Times, by adding:- “what is the point of stu-
dents completing a course only to find that their degree
adds little or nothing to their career %

The comments were jumped on by the media and
other courses were soon ltun&egjin among those ini-
tially mentioned including oxsma dSmdi(er[; Beer
making, Contem Circus and Stand-Up Comedy.

It gave the opir?igr:yshapers of the day the chance to
mount their soap boxes and have a pop. Ruth Lea, the
Head of Policy at the Institute of Directors, comment-
ed that employers had given these degrees the real
thumbs down. -

“What is worrying about many of these degrees is
that they don't give specific skills and they are not even
]tahameulady amggneucaﬂy rigorous,” she announced to

e press.

lnpfaimess to Chris Woodhead, in general terms the
point he was making had some validity: While ideal for
evening classes, hobbies should have little place as full
blown degree courses.

However, I would hope that given time to reflect on
his comments he might feel that Golf Course
Management should be excluded from the shamed list.

I don’t know if Chris Woodhead is a golfer but I'd
wager that he has little idea of what is taught on a Golf
Course Management Course. If he did he would know
thatitincludes Plant Bio(l‘(?' and Physiology; Turf Grass
Microbiology and Horticultural Biotechnology and that
students are prepared for the monumental demands
that are placed on the modem day Golf Course
Manager.

All are academically taxing subjects and the
student for the rigours of the outside world. Students
who have completed such courses can command
healthy salaries from golf clubs and look forward to long
and rewarding careers. In fact the courses represent
everything that a modern degree course shoul

Let’s face it, many traditional degree courses don't
exactly offer a direct route into the employment mar-
ket. How many jobs for Fine Art Critics or Mediaeval
Historians do you see advertised in Job Centres?

The whole affair is yet another example of those with
limited knowledge jumping to conclusions that people
who work on golf courses do little more than cut
and empty litter bins. It can only be dama ecf for green-
keeping’s educational courses to be derided in such a
cavalier fashion.

If Twere to comment on Chris
Woodhead’s article in much
the same way as his schools’
inspectors comment on
the work of the nation’s teach-
ers | would say that it was
“thought provoking in parts but

ing adequate preparation
and ag thoen()lugh kE"IOW]
edge of the subject
matter.

“Must do better”!

Scott
MacCallum

Editor
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o
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ultigreen controlled release
fertilisers have been specifically
formulated to give you stronger
and healthier turf all the year round while
saving you time, materials and labour.

€ One application provides continuous
nutrition for a whole season

@ Polymer coating ensures steady release
and reduced leaching

€ Potassium is derived from potassium

LN

Haifa Chemicals Ltd
[HORTICULTURE DIVISION|

Leaders in Plant Nutrition

Tel: 020 8952 2552 Fax: 020 8952 0551
Email: info@haifachem.co.uk Website: www.haifachem.com

green

RONGER TURF

nitrate, the preferred source for fast
uptake and prevention of ‘black layer’

@ Choice of formulations for greens and
fairways

Fertilisers and Turf Maintenance Products
Y
headland

Tel: 01799 530146 Fax: 01799 530229
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Top environmental award for BIGGA

BIGGA's contribution to
Environmental Best Practice 2000
was recognised at the national Green
Apple Awards ceremony in London.
The gold award was made in recog-
nition of the  Association’s
development of the BIGGA Golf
Environment Competition and its
commitment to advancing the mes-
sage of environmental responsibility
and stewardship to greenkeepers,
golfers and trade companies. The
award also recognises BIGGA's posi-
tive impact in environmental matters
on both the general and environ-
mental media.

This is an appropriate time there-
fore to recognise again the vision of
Rod Baker, Managing Director of
Amazone, in originally establishin

- this competition in 1995, Since 1997
we have worked with Rod in pro-
moting the competition which he
remains totally committed to devel-
oping. Entries from golf clubs
continue to rise each year and there
is undoubtedly a growing national
awareness of the competition which
is leading to a much greater under-
standing of the positive aspects of golf
clubs in terms of protecting the envi-
ronment.

We should also recognise the major
contribution which is made by Bob
Taylor, Senior Ecologist for the STRI,
and Dr Keith Duff, Chief Scientist of
English Nature, as the competition
judges. Their expertise and profes-
sional approach has done much to
establish the credibility of the com-
petition since 1995.

This year's Golf Environment
Competition is again supported by
Amazone, together with the R&A,
and we thank them for their backing
and recognition of the value of this
competition.

BIGGA Chairman Elliott Small receives the Gold Green Apple Award
2000 at a presentation ceremony in The Cafe Royale, London.

Within BIGGA we will continue to
develop awareness of environmental
issues relevant to golf courses and
promote the adoption of best prac-
tice guidelines. BIGGA will continue
to stimulate action and debate in rela-
tion to the ‘Committed to Green’
initiative. While taking pleasure in
receiving this national award there is
arealisation within BIGGA that there
is still much work to be done in envi-

ronmental matters. We need to be
vigilant of the anti-golf brigade and
seek to ever increase public awareness
of the positive impact of golf cours-
es as well as f]ighlight to the
conservation bodies that golf can be
an acceptable land use providing
valuable wildlife corridor habitat
throughout the countryside.

Neil Thomas

BIGGA smashes the 7,000 barrier

007 is the most famous number in
spying but in BIGGA the most long
awaited number has been 7,000.

James Bond will always be 007 but
7,000 will now forever be the num-
ber connected to Kevin Dinsdale, of
Northumberland Golf Club, who
became BIGGA's 7,000th member.

“I must admit I was shocked to
learn the news,” said 39-year-old
Kevin.

“I was going to join years ago but
never got round to it, but I'm delight-
ed that my timing has made me the
7,000th member,” he explained.

His Head Greenkeeper, Gordon
Proudfoot, was instrumental in keep-
ing BIGGA in the forefront of Kevin's
mind but it was only when Northern
Regional Administrator, Doug Bell,
raid a courtesy visit to the club and
eft the appropriate form that it
pushed Kevin into sending in what
turned out to be the lucky member-
Sh,IiP application form.

o mark the historic occasion Kevin
was presented with a refund of his

Kevin Dinsdale (left) with his Course Manager, Gordon Proudfoot

membership cheque as well as a box
of BIGGA logoed clothing, while
Gordon was given a set of BIGGA
videos and books for the club’s use.

“I'm definitely going to remain a

member of BIGGA as the benefits
make it really worthwhile,” said
Kevin, who is going to use some of
his refunded money to buy Newcastle
United’s new away strip.

Centenary idea for
BIGGA Library

As you all know BIGGA has a large
and growing library of books in
BIGGA HOUSE, ranging from those
of a general golfing nature through to
more educational technical tomes.

On the suggestion of senior Scottish
member, Cecil George, we would like
those members whose clubs are about
to celebrate a centenary, or have done
so recently, to send in a copy of their
club centenary book so that a new
section can be made in the BIGGA
library.

If you wish to make a contribution
please send your book to BIGGA
HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61
IUF so it can become part of the
Association’s library:

Ernest Doe are
awarded Textron
franchise deal

Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd has been
awarded the Textron Turf Care &
Specialty Products franchise for East
and West Sussex following the with-
drawal by SCATS from the
groundscare sector.

The company began operating from
the former SCATS groundscare divi-
sion premises at Frenches Corner in
Billingshurst at the beginning of

August.

T%}is move establishes Ernest Doe
and Sons Ltd as the largest Textron
dealer in the UK with a total of 16
branches throughout East Anglia and
South East England.

TH White Ltd, Textron’s dealer
based at Tetbury in Gloucestershire
and with a branch at Reading in
Berkshire, will take over the remain-
ing SCATS territory that includes
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.

Peter Bell, Sales Director at Textron,
commenting on the reallocation of
territories said,

“I am particularly delighted that
Ernest Doe & Sons and TH White
have been able to step in and very
swiftly provide a continuity of service
to our customer base in Sussex and
Hampshire. These are two of our pre-
mier dealers with establisEed
reputations in all aspects of ground-
scare and I am confident that they
will provide exceptional levels of ser-
vice in their new territories.”

Turfgrass science
information offered
via new website

Penn State’s Center for Turfgrass
Science recently developed a web site
for programme information.

The site contains educational
programme information, research
reports, outreach activities and facul-
ty, staff, and graduate student contact
information. The site address is
http://www.agronomy.psu.edu/

September 2000 Greenkeeper International 7




Scottish Golf
Course Wildlife
Initiative

The Scottish Golf Course Wildlife
Initiative used The Open
Championship at St Andrews as the
ideal opportunity to spread the word
about some of its recently launched
projects.

“The reason we are distributing this
information to a range of golfing,
environmental and general media is
in response to recent misinformed
criticism of golf courses and their
environmental impact,” explained
Senior Golf Course Advisor, Jonathan
Smith.

“Particularly in Scotland, there
has been much press and radio cov-
erage recently, which has portrayed
golf course management and devel-
opment in a negative light. A great
deal of this has been based on
assumption and misunderstanding
of how golf courses are managed,
and the potential golf courses pro-
vide to protect and enhance the

* environment.”

The pack which was distributed is
designed to raise awareness among
the media, and resultantly the wider
public of the positive role golf cours-
es can play in the environment, and
the efforts currently being made by
both the golfing and environmental
sectors to make this positive situation
continue.

Scottish  Golf Course Wildlife
Initiative, a partnership of golfing
and environmental organisations
funded by the Scottish Golf Union,
the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of
St Andrews, Scottish Natural
Heritage and the Scottish Greenbelt
Foundation.

Further information can be obtained
from Jonathan at The Scottish Golf
course Wildlife Group, The Stables,
Dalkeith Country Park, Midlothian,
EH22 2NA Tel: 0131 660 9480

Email: scotgolf.wildlife@virgin.net

Support for Support Team

BIGGA's Open Championship Greenkeeping Support Team at St.
Andrews this year were smartly turned out in polo shirts, caps and
fleeces from BIGGA's logoed Slazenger range. The fleeces were
sponsored by Rigby Taylor which are now available to all BIGGA
greenkeepers through a product purchase incentive scheme which the
company is running until October. The fleece makes a practical work
wear garment for use around the golf course. Alan Halfyear, of Rother
Valley Golf Centre and a member of the 2000 Support Team, is seen
modelling the fteece in one of the Old Course's notorious bunkers.

John receives
a surprise
presentation

John Philp, Links Superintendent at
Carnoustie’s Golf Courses recently
received his MBE for services to golf at
Buckingham Palace and a couple of days
later received a surprise presentation
from his greenkeeping staff down on the
golf course, writes Terry MacCallum

(Ilmmpionﬁhip(Z()urﬁc Foreman, John
Beattie, explained that the staff had got
together and, using many of John
Philp’s most quoted phrases, had com-
piled a poem to mark his honour from
the Queen as well as his achievements
with the Carnoustie Courses.

“The poem was devised by the boys,”
he said. : '

The verses were superimposed on a
computer-generated picture of John
standing alongside James Braid, a five-
times Open winner, who looked after
the courses in the 1920s.

The framed poem was handed over
at a surprise ceremony at the 10th hole.

John also received a presentation bot-
tle of malt whisky and a cake, suitably
decorated with a golfing theme. His wife
Helen was also invited and was pre-
sented with a bouquet.

John said that the whole thing had
come as a complete surprise, but con-
fessed that the ceremony on the golf
course on which he and his colleagues
work so hard meant more to him than
the visit to Buckingham Palace.

“But at least I knew I was going to
Buckingham Palace,” he quipped. “I
knew nothing about all this.”

His wife, Helen, added, “This means
so much more when it comes from his
own staff, the people he is with all the
time.

When asked if the staff would be tast-
ing the cake, John said that he thought
they might have an early finish in order
to sample it — which prompted several
of his greenkeepers to question whether
he had already been sampling the
whisky!

Redesign provides greater access for disabled

The third course at Moor Park,
operated by Three Rivers District
Council as a public course now has
its revised and renovated facilities -
18-holes course, 9-holes par 3 course
and Academy, recently opened by
Trevor Brooking, Chairman of the
Sports Council.

The golf centre has been re-designed
by Swan Golf Designs, golf course
architects, to add to The Old Harry
Colt designed course with a refur-
bished short course and a custom
designed area with chipping and
bunker practice complexes and a three
tier putting green set to test all kinds
of player with greatly varying abilities.

he project has been a partnership
between The Local Authority and The
Sports Lottery Fund who contributed
nearly £400,000 towards the cost of
the works, undertaken by John
Greasley. Tees and bunkers throughout
have been re-designed to allow access
for disabled players and wheelchairs.
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Gallacher opens new
Oatridge course

Former Ryder Cup Captain,
Bernard Gallacher, opened Oatridge
College’s new 9-hole golf course. ﬁe
is seen here at the course pictured
with Head Greenkeeper Andrew
Forrest.

Gem Pro Invitation Tournament

John Davidson, Course Manager of Gatton Manor Hotel, Golf & Country Club, must be some
sort of a masochist. Not only did his course play host to the Surrey Section at the end of June
but at the beginning of August he found himself presenting a course to another 70
greenkeepers who this time were guests of Gem Professional. At the after dinner prize
presentations Clive Pearson, Gem Professional Sales Manager, paid tribute to John and
Gatton Manor for making such a contribution to a great day. John did have a consolation, he
was good enough to score 35 points to come second on the day just beating his ex Deputy
Tony Breiner on countback and pick up a prize! The winner was Nigel Colley (Roehampton
G.C.) with 38 points. Nigel is pictured second from left together with his team who also won
the Team Prize. Apart from the condition of the course, the organisation and the wonderful
meal, there can be no doubt as to the highlight of the day. “Dangerous Dave" Delderfield

completing more than 9 holes! Derek Farrington

Top award for Reaseheath student

Reascheath College greenkeeping
student, Adrian Moss, %ms rccm‘dc§
an outstanding achievement in a City
& Guilds qualification.

Adrian, Deputy Head Greenkeeper
at Shrewsbury Golf Club, has been
awarded a Silver Medal for Excellence
for his work at NVQ Level 3 in
Amenity Horticulture Sports Turf
Maintenance.

The award is the highest accolade
possible and Adrian was the only
greenkeeper in the north-west to be
selected as a prizewinner. The works
of 205 students nationwide from dif-
ferent types of industry were chosen
for special distinction.

Adrian has attended Reaseheath
College in Nantwich one day each
week, basing his academic studies on
the practical duties he carries out at
his workplace.

Greenkeeping lecturer, Martin
Smith, said: “Adrian is typical of the
quality of student attracted here. [
am delighted that his high standard
of work has been recognised.”

oyal Inverdivot GC...

Adrian Moss receives his Silver Medal from Dr Nick Carey (right)

watched by his Course Manager Robbie Konieczka (left)

Adrian, of Minsterley, Shrewsbury,
said: “It was a great honour to be
awarded a Silver %/ledal. I enjoyed the
course and I feel that education is
always a bonus.”

Shrewsbury Golf Club Greens

Chairman Graham Pennie stressed:
“Our club has a high commitment to
education. Over the past two years
our golf course has benefited tremen-
dously from the training which our
staff gmve received.”

by Tony Husband
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Training scheme
success for British
Seed Houses

Customers of British Seed Houses
can now claim over £3000 worth of
free training thanks to the success of
the company’s Grade A Club
launched at BTME earlier this year.

Turfgrass professionals who join the
club are able to build up training cred-
its based on the value of Grade g\ seed
business done with the company.
Partners in the scheme include
BIGGA, 10G, STRI and LANTRA
and the credits generated can only be
redeemed for training courses and
materials available from these organ-
isations.

Club members also gain access to a
discounted soil analysis service from
IGER.

British Seed Houses’ Director
Simon Taylor said that the company
had been delighted by the response
to the scheme since its launch at
BTME.

“The club has proved to be
extremely popular with groundsmen,
greenkeepers and  professionals
employed within the landscape
industry. Membership is growing at
over 40 registrations per month and
by the end of June our customers had
amassed at least £3000-worth of
training credit. They can now start to
use this credit — or keep building it
up —to help fund training courses and
educational materials from our four
partners,” he said

Successful Open
Day for Scottish
Grass Machinery

An Open Day at Scottish Grass
Machinery brought in £100,000
worth of new orders as well as prov-
ing an ideal opportunity to benefit
from some customer feedback.

“It was our most successful open
day yet. Among the invited guests
was Neil Woodfin, the new
Marketing Director of Textron
Turfcare Specialty Products who
came along to our new premises in
Inverkeithing along witﬁ over 60
local authority customers represent-
ing 25 of the 32 local authorities.
[ think it is important to bring our
customers face-to-face with manu-
facturers to give them feedback on
the products the buy or hire.” said
Managing Director, David McInroy.

Neil was delighted with the feed-
back he got in hwerkeithing.

“The main points I picked up on
from customers were that due to cuts
in local government budgets, the
number of times council grass is cut
every year has been significantly.
reduced. This means they may need
different machines to meet this
change,” said Neil.

The open day was also supported by
Scottish Grass Machinery’s other
manufacturing partners: = Renault,
IPU/Ferris, Wiedenmann, GreenMech
Chippers, GambettiBarre Sprayers and
Victa.
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STRIVING

The new Chief Executive of the STRI is a man who combines a
fine scientific mind with a keen business brain. He is also well
known to a great many BIGGA members...

TO BE THE

BEST

Gordon McKillop joined the STRI
having spent 22 years working for the
Central Science Laboratory, in York, the
last eight as initially, Science Manager,
and more recently the Commercial
Business Strategy Manager.

It was during the last five years that
he became involved with BIGGA work-
ing with Education and Training
Manager, Ken Richardson, in the devis-
ing and delivering of a series of Control
of Mammals courses throughout the
BIGGA Regions. ?

“I built up a very good relationship
with BIGGA and through that wrote
sections for books \vn‘llcn%dy Bob Taylor,

I think it would be very di

sory work or knowing what is involved
in winning a research contract, deliver-
ing it an foll()\\iniit up afterwards,”
said Gordon, speaking at a meeting
organised to give him the chance tomeet
some of the local and industry press.

“Having this background gives me
credibility with the staff and with the
large number of clients with whom we
are involved,” explained Gordon,
among whose accomplishments is the
development of grids to prevent rabid
rats and foxes using the Channel Tunnel
to enter the UK.

His more recently acquired business
skills, he gained an MBA from Henley

icult to do this job

without a research and advisory background

the STRI's Senior Ecologist. Thanks to
that I got to know Mike Canaway (his
predecessor as STRI Chief Executive)
and when I considered applying for the
job I went to various people to discuss
what their perceptions were of the
Institute.

“The feeling I came away with was
that it had a very diverse business, a
very professional staff, it gave value for
money and that there was considerable
potential to develop the service.

He is confident that his strong scien-
tific background will be a huge asset in
his new post.

“I lhin‘k it would be very difficult to
do this job without a research and advi-
sory background - without really
knowing what's involved in doing advi-
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Management College, enabled him to
attract income while at the Central
Science Laboratory and he is confident
those same skills will be of great bene-
fit in his time in Bingley.

“Having spent my first month getting
to know the staff I'm now at the stage
of finding out how the business works
and deciding upon the various options
for developing it. Once we have done
this I will develop implementation plans
to take them forward in conjunction
with staff and those involved in the
wider industry.

“I'm looking at sensible controlled
expansion,” he added.

He is currently working on develop-
ing a business plan for the Institute
while he is keen to marry staff initiative

to a more structured approach to work.

“The way I would see things going
eventuallyis that each area of the STRI's
business will be given a strategic thrust.
We'll look at what we hope to develop
over the next few years. But at the same
time having an element of serendipity
about the whole thing so that if people
see interesting areas that have potential
for development they are free to follow
them. This would be rather than the
other way round with things going for-
ward serendipitously with the odd
strategic branch.

“People here are bright and intelligent
and know what they are doing and I
want to encourage them to seek oppor-
tunities that we can develop but not
rush off at tangents. We want to do
them in a considered manner bearing
in mind what the implications would be
for the main strategy,” he explained.

He is also keen to find out why peo-
ple go to the STRI in the first place and
learn a little more about the Institute’s
competitors.

“Twant to find out what they are doing
and how we can differentiate ourselves
from them. The advisory areas are
becoming much more competitive than
they once were.”

There will be no quick fixes at Bingley;
however, and seasoned observers looking
for radical changes in the outward appear-
ance of the Institute in the immediate
aftermath of Gordon’s appointment may
draw blanks.

“I'm worried about bringing in things
picce meal and 1'd rather take a stenj‘y
ook forward in the way we develop
these plans. I'd certainly hope that by
the end of the year things are beginning

to develop and it may be more of the
same, it may be less of the same. But
certainly within that period I'd be look-
ing to make internal changes in terms
of improving communications; looking
at the way staff are training and look-
ing at the internal links between
different parts of the organisation.

“So initially more changes will take
place internally affecting the staff rather
than externally”

He is hoping that his scientific exper-
tise will not be left to rust and he has
already discussed various projects to
look atwildlife on golf courses compared
with adjoining agricultural land with
Bob Taylor, the STRI’s Senior Ecologist.

“Golf has a bad image but there is no
science to justify it so we are looking at
it from an experimental perspective,” he
revealed.

Gordon’s ultimate aim, he calls it his
Holy Grail, is to have the research and
advisory sides of the STRI working in
such a way that they are creating work
for each other.

“I want to make sure that the infor-
mation we get from the “Good of Sport”
research, funded by bodies like the R&A
and the Football Association, goes out
to our advisors and they use it and that
the advisors, in turn, see problems and
issues arising out on golf courses that
could benefit from research and that
they come back and advise the research
staff who then submit research propos-
als to the funding bodies. That’s my
Holy Grail. To make sure that all ele-
ments are working together and feeding
back to one another,” explained
Gordon, who is a 48-year-old native of
Glasgow.




Whether you want to keep your green
green or your pitch perfect, Flowtronex
makes the difference.

Flowtronex variable speed pump sets
are the heart of any irrigation system,
boosting flow and pressure wherever it
is needed to make the mest of your
landscape.

Integrating the latest in variable speed”
technology with superior design,
engineering and construction, Flowfronex

brings you energy savings of up to 50%
and reduced maintenance costs.

And when you order a Flowtronex pump
set you can have every confidence thaf'it
has been designed to meet your specific
requirements — from bowling greens to
championship courses s~

With a pump set from Flowtronex you
can see the difference.

2 Relay Road, Waterlosville, Hampshire n
mm Tel: 444 (0) 23 9226 8511 Fax: +44 (0) 23 9224 1263

Things have changed...

for the better.
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Open thanks 1

Could T take this opportunity to
thank the BIGGA Support Team for
their assistance during the 2000 Open.

The bunkers were presented to the
highest standard I have seen through-
out the competition and it was a vital
factor in t}m presentation of the
course and the success of the cham-
pionship.

I hope that you enjoyed your time
at St Andrews and that the bunkers
were not too deep for the elderly
members of the Support Team!

Once again thanks,

Eddie Adams, Head Greenkeeper
Old Course

‘Open thanks 2

Just a quick line to thank you very
much for another superb week at The
Open Championship. It was once
again such a privilege to represent the
Association at the best golf event in
the world.

To be there alone is so exciting and
such an honour. This year I was even
more lucky and fortunate to get some
“cracking” matches, including Lee
Trevino’s final round. An experience
[ will never forget.

Roger Clark, Course Manager,
The Bedfordshire Golf Club

Retirement wish

I would like to bring to the atten-
tion of fellow greenkeepers and to the
companies that I have dealt with
while 1 have been at the Phoenix
Sports and Social Club, that at the
end of this month, I have decided to
call ita day and retire, due toill health
and personal reasons.

In the 37 years that I have been in
the Greenkeeping/Groundsman busi-
ness, (fourteen at Phoenix) I have
made a lot of good friends, especially
the reps from the companies. So to
Mike Brears and Brian Booth, Rigby
Taylor; Andy Crowther, Glenside
Organics; Peter Fell, Aitkens; Mike
Shepherd, Vitax; Robert Bone,
Supaturf; Les Purdsy, who was always
ready for a laugh and a joke and my
good friend, Glen Sawyer, of South
Yorkshire Groundcare Ltd. To these
people I say a big thank you to you all.

As I retire from the work that I have
always loved and known no other, I
wish everyone in the trade, the best
of health and to the guys who are
hanging in there because you think
the place will fold up if you leave,
don’t kid yourself - please fellas don’t
leave it too late.

Yours forever in the green stuff,

Keith Riley
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Address your letters to the Editor, Greenkeeper International,
BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF. You can also fax
them to 01347 833801, or email them to reception@bigga.co.uk

The end of a nightmare?

Your dramatic account of the unusu-
al accident at Westhill Golf Course
some six years ago finally resulting in
a Civil Court hearing last November
provides interesting reading,

Notwithstanding, it is difficult to
believe that the drama expressed as the
“Head Greenkeeper's Nightmare” ever
existed! From the day the club lady
member decided to take Court Action
I have no doubts whatsoever that the
Club Committee informed the Head
Greenkeeper that both his job and the
costs arising from the case would be ful-
ly covered. I can not conceive that the
Head Greenkeeper could have been left
to worry about these serious matters
for a period of six years. In short there
was no “Nightmare” — and perhaps no
dream? Unless, of course, you have paid
him handsomely for your story:

More seriously, it is worth recalling
that the injured lady left the course
with her playing partner immediately
after the accident occurred. Some four
days later, after hospitalisation, she
returned to the course to search for the
stone which she convinced herself her
ball had struck. How anyone else could

accept that she found the actual stone
must be a matter of some doubt.

Perhaps the bringing of the case in
the first place was another example of
the over hyped TV advertising “NO
WIN, NO%AY" complex with which
the country is now saddled.

Some three decades back a much
more interesting and serious case
occurred when a Golf Club Captain
lost an eye when struck by a golf ball
driven by another committee mem-
ber/friend.

There were two foursomes playing on
adjacent fairways parallel to each oth-
er and running in opposite directions
with a narrow area of rough separating
the two fairways. When one of the
foursomes was driving off their tee the
other foursome was some 260 yards
away walking as a group down the mid-
dle of their fairway. When the member
concerned drove his ball, with a con-
siderable hook, all of the four members
on the tee called “FORE".

Of the group towards whom the ball
was struck, three of the members
immediately ducked with their hands
on their heads and turned their backs.

Can anyone help.?

I am working on a book about the reel lawn mower as manufactured in the USA. I am always looking
for cataloges, literature, etc. on reel lawn mowers. Any help or assistance would be greatly appreciated.

The Club Captain alone, conversely,
looked up and was struck in the eye
by the ball.

His friend, who was fully insured,
gave his condolences and apologised
and invited him to sue.

At the Court Hearing the Insurance
Company called the late Dai Rees as
an expert witness. Rees was asked by
the Company Lawyer if the player
striking the ball was, in his opinion,
negligent? Rees replied “No”, the
group were sufficiently far away, and
on a busy competition day it could
happen frequently. He was then asked
if there was any negligence or irre-
sponsibility on anyone’s part? Rees
replied “Yes. Three of the approaching
four players turned their backs and
hunched shoulders covered their heads
with their hands. Conversely the
fourth player — the Club Captain —
looked up and was struck in the eye.”
The complainant lost the case and the
Insurance Company was awarded its
Costs.

R. W. Garson CBE RN,
Old Hunstanton, Norfolk

James B. Ricci, Reel Lawn Mower History and Preservation Project at North Farms,
30 North Farms Road, Haydenville MA 01039-9724, USA jricci@reellawnmower.com

http://www.crocker.com/~jricci/

A new experience? Plain sailing for Cedric

What a wet year we have been
enduring over 300mm of rain the last
three months. “If it carries on rain-
ing liké this” I said, “I think we might
have to invest in a boat”. Of course
Iwas only joking. The only boat I'd
been on was a ferry across the chan-
nel and it's not an experience I wish
to repeat.

A couple of weeks ago Nick
Bennett, of Groundforce Leisure Ltd,
asked me if I fancied going sailing.
Sailing, ah yes, a nice sunny day and
calm seas, sipping champagne,
sounds like a great idea. Nick Bennett
and his partner in crime, Dave
Franks, are experienced sailors. Their
crew for the J:w consisted of myself;
Dean Roberts, Painswick, and Wayne
James, Belmont. We all agreed that
with the rain we have been having
that it might be to our advantage to
learn to sail. Although Nick Bennett
pointed out that it might be alright
for Wayne, but if my course,
Broadway, floods, being 1,000ft
above sea level, he might be better

off building an ark. We travelled
down the day before and I must
admit to feeling a little nervous. I'm
bound to be seasick, I thought to
myself. Anyway I was determined to
enjoy my last meal on dry land.
What’s on the menu I enquired,
Ostrich was the reply.

The boat turned out to be a 42ft
yacht called the Jaybee and our des-
tination was The Needles. We awoke
the next morning to the sound of a
force seven wind blowing outside.
The Solent was very choppy indeed.
On approaching Hurst Castle the
wind and waves started to make
things very uncomfortable, so the
decision was to go about and run with
the wind, down the Solent. This
turned out to be an exciting, wild ride
with speeds up to 11 knots, surfing
down the waves. Dave was on the
helm and thoroughly enjoying him-
self. The only person not worried by
the conditions was George, the out-
pilot. It was suj};gestcd that we all had
turns at the helm of the yacht. Some

of us were more successful than oth-
ers. Dean was up first, and he was
that good, that Nick said he must be
a natural. [ went next and I must say
in my defence that the wind was gust-
ing quite strong, which affected my
performance, so much, that Wayne
declined his invitation to steer, say-
ing he was happy to stay where he
was.

While sailing I caught sight of a
yacht in front of us f’caning over a
great deal. Look at that, I said to
Nick, “Is that safe?” only for him to
reply. “Just look at the porthole in the
galley.” It was under water, we too
were sailinf, at an angle. We sailed up
the Beaulieu River stopping at
Bucklers Hard for a short time before
returning to Lymington and dry land.

Can I thank Nick and Dave for an
eye opening day out, it was a day I
will never forget.

Cedric Gough.
Broadway Golf Club
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Dedicated To Irmgation
Golf Courses, Sports Fields,
Landscaping and Gardens.

Hunfer

The Irrigation Innovators

- Web Site: wwwi.evenproducts.com
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EVENPRODUCTS LTD, EVESHAM, WORCS, WRT77 4758
Tel: OI386 471272 or Fax: 01386 423769

TEXTRON

' JACOBSEN RANSOMES

GOLF MUNICIPAL

In the GOLF market, the brand is JACOBSEN, the colour ORANGE.

In the MUNICIPAL market, the brand is RANSOMES, the colour GREEN.

For JACOBSEN, for RANSOMES, for the largest turf care range in the business
call Freephone 0500 026208.

Ransomes Way, Ipswich IP3 9QG England. Tel: +44 (0)1473 270000 Fax: +44 (0)1473 276300 www.textronturf.com TURF CARE PRODUCTS
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THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

The BTME 2001 event combines the National
Education Conference - ‘The Learning
Experience’ - sponsored by Textron Turf Care
with the BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition.
The formal conference is supplemented with
practical Greenkeeping workshops and a
Seminar programme which means there is
plenty to interest everyone involved in the golf
and fine turf industry from Master
Greenkeepers to Greenkeeping Assistants. The
event attracts Golf Greenkeepers from all over
the world, encouraging learning, debate and
an exchange of ideas and experience. The
programme is available to both BIGGA mem-
bers and non-members, although members
receive preferential rates. While the technical
forums are primarily concerned with Golf
Course maintenance and greenkeeping issues,
many of the sessions are equally relevant to
general turf maintenance and groundsman-
ship, and would interest those working in
other sportsturf sectors. The programme also
has a keynote speaker and seminars which
will be of particular interest for Chairmen of
Green and Golf Club secretaries.

CONFERENCE

22nd and 23rd January 2001, Majestic
Hotel, Harrogate

Sessions include the following topics and
speakers:

Growing
David Lawson, STRI; Dennis Mortram,
Reaseheath; Dr. Paul Rieke, Michigan Univ

Human Resource Management
Frank Newberry, Duncan McGilvray, Potters
Bar GC; Brin Bendon, Vector Training

Water Management
Graeme Francis, Hydroscape; Junier Brown, NRA;
Kneale Diamond, Hanbury Manor GC

Environmental Management

Martin Gunn and Malcolm Peake, Temple GC;
Rob Witherspoon, Guelph Turfgrass Institute
Canada; Jonathan Smith, Scottish Wildlife Trust

Workshops run concurrently with the
Conference sessions and include:
Basic Machinery Maintenance, Computer
Skills, Golf Course Design and
Grasses/Soil Science

BANQUET

SEMINARS

Wednesday 24 January 2001
Keynote speaker: Richard Noble of Thrust 2
World Landspeed Record fame

The Law and the Golf Club, Health & Safety,
Golf and the Environment - the US experience,
Erosion Control and Mulching

Thursday 25 January 2001

Golfdom Magazine, Changes in Training
Provision, Topdressing - Material Standards,
An overview of Australian Golf Courses -
problems and solutions

EXHIBITION

The BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition has
been held at Harrogate since 1989 and is the
biggest indoor show of its kind in Europe. Over
6,000 visitors and more than 200 Turfcare
Industry manufacturers and suppliers were
present at last year’s show, and there will be
even more in 2001 with the addition of a new
exhibition hall. The exhibition is open from
9.00am to 5.30pm Wednesday and Thursday
and from 9.00am to 1.30pm on Friday.

The week’s events are rounded off on the Thursday evening with a banquet in
the Harrogate International Centre. Cabaret entertainment this year will be
provided by 60’s pop sensation ‘The Searchers’ and singer Susan Maughan.

24-26 JANUARY, 2001

EDUCATION PROGRAMME STARTS JANUARY 22
HARROGATE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE, HARROGATE, ENGLAND

BTME VISITOR HOTLINE 01347 833833

BTME EXHIBITOR HOTLINE 01347 833800

EMAIL: BTME@BIGGA.CO.UK EMAIL: EDUCATION@BIGGA.CO.UK WEB: WWW.BIGGA.ORG.UK
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With a very successful Open Championship now just a memory, Carolyne
Nurse, of The St Andrews Links Trust, reviews the decision to build

two new greenkeeping centres at the complex and how they have

contributed to the overall course maintenance at ‘the home of golf’

TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

“The Kearning Expevience”

The only constraint on the
design of the Eden Centre was
that it should be in keeping
with the other nearby buildings
with a low profile and similar
roofline. It is screened with
banking and planting from the
car park and public areas

Opened in April 1996, the Eden
Greenkeeping Centre was the first of
two new greenkeeping facilities on St
Andrews Links.

Built on the south side of the 660-
acre Links complex and costing
£500,000, it was designed to be in
keeping with the developing complex
at Pilmour that includes Pilmour
House, the Links Trust’s administra-
tion headquarters, the Golf Practice
Centre and a large neighbouring car
park. The location for lic greenkeep-
ing centre was chosen as the most
suitable because of the road access and
other nearby services. Most impor-
lanlly, it is less than 30 seconds from
the first tee of the Eden Course and a
minute from the Strathtyrum Course.

“It used to take at least 20 minutes

for greenkeepers to make the journey

from the previous greenkeepin
sheds,” recalls Gordon Moir, Hca§
Greenkeeper of the Eden Course.
“We had to cross both the New and
the Old Courses and often had to wait
for golfers as we did not want to inter-
rupt their game. It also caused a fair
amount of tracking on both courses.”
Another factor for locating the Eden
Greenkeeping Centre at Pilmour was
its close proximity to the Golf Practice
Centre, which opened in 1993. The
Onl?' constraint on the design was that
it should be in keeping with the oth-
er nearby buildings at the Pilmour
complex that includes the Golf
Practice Centre, ie a low profile with
the shape of the roof in similar style
to the other buildings. It is screened

with banking and planting from the
car park and public areas.

It provides more than 10,000 square
feet of storaﬁe space for the grass-cut-
ting machinery, tractors and
equipment used %/ the greenkeeping
squads responsible for the Eden,
Strathtyrum and Balgove Courses as
well as the nearby Golf Practice
Centre.

This large amount of space is
required as the fleet of equipment
includes five tractors, five trailers, one
digger, two sprayers, two verti-drain-
ers, four pieces of aeration equipment
including a GA30 and a GA60, five
ride-on mowers (160s), two ride on
fairway mowers (300s), two rough cut
mowers (AR250s), five Cusﬁman
trucksters, 15 pedestrian mowers

September 2000 Greenkeeper International 15
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“The Kearning Experience”

Right: At the Eden Centre there
are 2500 square feet of covered
storage bays for top dressing and
other materials such as sand

Below: Some of the greenkeeping
team outside the Eden Centre

(GS55 and marquises), six victas and
six strimmers as well as attachments
such as topdressers, seeders and scar-
ifiers. There is also a tractor mounted
chemical spreader and a pedestrian
version. Around ten E-Z-GO petrol-

driven golf cars used by the orderlies
and rangers and, some that are for hire
are also stored here. The five orderlies
use the centre as their base.

Aswell as a large storage area, the Eden
Centre also incorporates a small engj-

neering workshop for basic mainte-
nance with facilities that enable
engineers to go to the centre to service
the machinery. The service and main-
tenance routines for each type of
equipment is dictated by the manufac-
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turers’ requirements as are the routine
safety checks, usually after every 100
hours. When a service is due, the main
workshop at The Jubilee Centre is
informed and staff travel to the Eden
Centre to carry out the work.

Any equipment that breaks down or
requires a serious overhaul goes to the
Jubilee workshop as it was decided at
the design stage that the main work-
shop facilities should be centralised
there. It is bigger and better equipped
to tackle more of this type of work. A
small chemical safe is situated outside
the Eden Centre and used for the short-
term storage of chemicals — the main
store being located at the Jubilee Centre.

Two Head Greenkeepers are based
in the Eden Greenkeeping Centre in
an office where they each have a com-
puter to control the irrigation on their
courses and the Golf Practice Centre.
Their greenkeeping squads of 15 men
have lockers for their work clothes and
separate lockers for spraying equip-
ment and clothes. There are changing
rooms, showers and a large room
where breaks and lunches can be tak-
en, equipped with a kettle, fridge and
microwave. There are drying facilities
where work clothes can be dried
overnight and there is also an emer-
gency shower by the chemical safe in
case of a spillage.

Outside there are 2500 square feet
of covered storage bays for top dress-
ing and other materials such as sand.
There is also an enclosed bay for seed
and fertiliser. This area also incorpo-



rates a wash bed where the machin-
ery is cleaned with silt traps to prevent

ass cuttings and top dressing flow-
nw into the me\ away.

An above-ground tank provides stor-
age for 3000 gallons of diesel while an
nndu‘unuml petrol tank holds 2000
gallons of petrol. All machines are refu-
elled in a dedicated central area and

ages flow into an interceptor tank.
fter the Eden Centre opened there
was a noticeable improvement to the
Old Course as maintenance vehicles
no longer needed to travel backwards
and forwards across the Links from the
old storage sheds to reach the courses
on the south side,” said Ian Forbes,
Links Manager.
i recent Open the Jubilee
ving Centre was the focus of
ions. All the Links greenkeeping
taff from all the courses, around 58
staff, were working on the Old Course
for the Championship starting at 4am
ery morning plus the BIGGA
Greenkeeping Support Team. The
Lden Greenkeeping Centre was also
sed, but not to the same extent, with
ur staff using the four AR250s for
waintaining the semi-rough.

['he Jubilee Greenkeeping Centre

s opened in 1997 to serve the Old,

w and Jubilee Courses. Twice the

e of the Eden Centre, the Jubilee

‘ Hl\upm“ Centre was designed

1a ‘barrel roof as a means of ensur-

; that its profile intruded as little as

ssible into the famous St Andrews

line. Banking and landscaping

around the centre screen it from the
Jubilee Course, which runs alongside.

It includes a large workshop where
all the machinery can be stripped
down and maintained. It is equipped
with a scissor-lift ramp, lifting bench-
es, grinders and welding equipment and
also provides central storage facility for
items such as hydraulic h(ms control
cables, bearings, filters, spiker tines, spare
wheels and a host of other spare

A computer-controlled §
tion system is currently being installed
on the Links. When it is comple
whole 660-acre site will have irr
including the Golf Practice Centre.
There are four Flowtronex pumps and a
master computer control that are housed
next to the Jubilee C entre Also nearby

000 gallons of water and
re four boreholes. If necessary; one
million gallons of water could be
the courses in one night. A weather sta-
tion on the site feeds the latest
information into the computer and to
ensure the accuracy of the information
the grass around the weather station is
cut to the same height as that on the
fairways. There are currently 4000
sprinkler heads on the system and 28
miles of irrigation pipe work that will rise
to 100 miles when all the work is com-
plete.

Both the 1 and Jubilee Green-
keeping Centres were designed by
Fraser Smart of Links Design Studio
in Leven and built by Forman
Construction of Dundee.

www.softspikes.com

PEACE

Don't be afraid. Black Widow™ cleats only look aggressive.
Using Softspikes® exclusive Dynamic Cleat Technology™ the
Black Widow gently expands and contracts with each step.
And its pliable material helps keep the peace between player

performance and green-friendliness.

To take advantage of our introductory free cleats offer, participating

clubs need only introduce a Highly Recommended non-metal policy.
To enrol your club in the scheme
or for more details phone us now

on 01827 56544.

™

Dynamic Cleat Technology

F =

Softspili‘és
THE #1 CLEAT IN GOLF.

\Fisport
01827 56544

©2000 Softspikes, Inc.
Black Widow and Dynamic Cleat Technology are trademarks of Softspikes, Inc.
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This month, Ken Richardson, announces the majority of the
finalists for the Toro Student of the Year and reminds members
to get their entries in for the BIGGA Essay Competition...

EDUCATION UPDATE

TORO Student of the Year
Competition

I completed my annual long distance
trip around Britain, accompanied vari-
ously by Trevor Chard and Pete
Mansfield from Lely UK and Jim Paton,
Ian Semple, Paul Jenkins and Richard
Barker all BIGGA Board of
Management Members, selecting the
finalists for this year's TORO Student
of the Year Competition.

As always,

the week was 7—‘
stimulating, TORO
motivating STUDENT
and enlighten- GREENKEEPER
ing giving all of ooy

us judges hope
for the future
of the green-
keeping industry. Standards continue
to improve which must mean that the
GTC, BIGGA, training providers and
employers are putting the tninin§ of
greenkeepers as a top priority; leading
to better qualified greenkeepers and to
better gol? courses.

Those selected for the National Final,
which will be held at BIGGA House on
29/30 October are:

BIGGA Essay Competition
The deadline for entries to this year’s
Essay Competition draws near. Several
entries have arrived already at BIGGA
House but you
have still got a
chance to col-

\ BIGGA | ; ¢
ect a prize of
QCEO§P§H;N'%Y £500 Fhanks
to contributors

to the BIGGA
Education and
Development Fund.

All you have to do is write between
1500 and 2000 words on the subject
‘Managing Without Chemicals, is it
possible, what are the consequences
and how would you cope’?

Send your entry to reach BIGGA
House bv October 27 and you could
be one of three winners to receive £500.

Categories are:
Golf Course managers/Head
Greenkeepers and Deputies

Assistant GKs and Students over 25
Assistant GKs and Students under 25

Name Golf Club College
Christopher Williams Astbury Golf Club Reaseheath
Mark Farragher Portmarnock Hotel and Golf Links Elmwood
Lawrence McRory Mentmore Golf and Country Club Oaklands
Michael Sawicki The Richmond Golf Club Nescot
Tony Vokes St Austell Golf Club Cannington
Vince Harrison Enderby Golf Club Brooksby

Scottish finalists are proving to be extremely difficult to separate! Details soon.

ON COURSE

WITH BIGGA EDUCATION

Gour Gmw
Reconstruction

BIGGA HOUSE and Regional

GREENKEEPER

REGIONAL

Training Courses
Applications for both
Regional training
courses and BIGGA
HOUSE courses are
arriving at HQ at a
steady rate. The dead-
line for entries was 11
August. However, we
\\’ilﬁl&‘Ct‘pt entriesup to
one week before course
start dates. Please note
that if sufficient num-
bers are not booked on
courses, they will have
to be cancelled.
Contact either Ken
Richardson or Sami
Collins on 01347
833800 to check
current availability:

BIGGA HOUSE course topics
Getting Started in Supervisory

Management
Managing Oneself

Managing Information for Action

Next Steps in Supervisory

Making Budgets Work
Manage The Use of Financial

Resources

Manage the Use of Physical Resources

Essential Computing Skills for

Greenkeepers
Basic Computer Skills

British & International Golf Greenkeepers Association, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York, YO61 1UF
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Tel: 01347 833800

Fax: 01347 833801

European Computer Driving Licence
Testing at £50

Futher Skills in Computing
European Computer Driving Licence
Testing at £50

Human Resource Management -
Leading Teams into the 21st
Century

Determine the Work of Teams and
Individuals

Develop Productive Working
Relationships

Management in Action

Provide Information to Support
Decision Making
Facilitate Meetings

Regional course topics

Golf Course Design 1

Golf Course Design 2
Leading Teams into the 21st
Century

Making Meetings Work

E tial M. t Skills For
Greenkeepers

Interviews & Appraisals
Making Budgets Count
Basic Computer Skills
Further Skills in Computing
Ornamental Horticulture
Health & Safety Update

Manual Handling and Risk
Assessment
Soil Science

Negotiation Skills

Golf Course

Preparation Video

£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

Golf Course
Reconstruction Video
£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

Ecology Book
£3.00 to BIGGA members
£7.00 to non-members

Ecology Video
£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

Raising the Standards of Mowing
Management Video

£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

Setting the Standard in Spraying
Application Video

£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

Email: education@bigga.co.uk



mailto:education@bigga.co.uk

» N D Specially designed for:

» Soccer and rugby pitch
repairs e.g. goal mouths,
sidelines
Racecourses - track
crossings and jump take-

" off/landing areas
Golf tees and buggy tracks
Sports arena repairs,
especially high wear areas
Tennis court baselines

West Grange, Thorganby, York YO19 6DJ Eeatiatis s et (e
Tel 01904 448675 Fax 01904 448713 www.turf.co.uk
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The Greenkeepers
== Choice...

Rootzones

The perfect foundation
for optimum growth

T D . Quality is assured through
op rESSIngS on-site laboratory testing.

Combining technology
and quality.

All dressings are heat
treated and mixed to
specific requirements.

800 TONNES AVAILABLE DAILY

DELIVERY WITHIN 24 HOURS

BATHGATE SILICA SANDS LTD
Arclid Quarry, Congleton Road, Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 45N
Tel: 01270 762828, Fax: 01270 760557

NEW TORO
‘GT’ PACKAGE'
MAPS-OUT
YOUR CLUB’S
IRRIGATION
SYSTEM -
HOLE BY HOLE!

Developed to replace old Watermation TW and
Toro SC controllers and make irrigation
programming, operation and monitoring as simple
as possible, the new Toro ‘GT’ Update Package
provides on-screen map (or graphics) detailing
every sprinkler on your course...

Now is the time to bring your existing irrigation
control management system bang up to date.
Consider the benefits offered by the new Toro ‘GT”’
Update Package...

® FULL VISUAL DISPLAY @ DESK TOP CONTROL

® CONFIRMATION OF WATERING PROGRAMME

® MONITORS WATER CONSUMPTION

® MAP HIGHLIGHTS SPRINKLER MALFUNCTION

® COMPATIBLE WITH MOST EXISTING SYSTEMS
SAVING THE COST OF RECABLING

In addition to providing the latest, simplified desk-

top control technology, the Toro ‘GT* Update

Package (‘GT’ stands for Gemini-Trident) enables

you to exercise better flow management, the key

to reducing water consumption. It also eliminates

the risk of over-watering and ultimately, helps cut

the cost of your club’s water and electricity bills.

TALK TO HYDROSCAPE NOW!

m The Hydroscape Group, Water House,

10 Carvers Industrial Estate,
Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1JS.

SEAPE Tel: 01425 476261/2 Fax: 01425 472380

“This offer of finance is for Private Members Golf Clubs and is subject to acceptance.
Other low cost finance options also availiable.
Please ask for details. Finance is arranged by UFB Groundscare Finance.”
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As Autumn approaches and the cold, wet weather arrives, you
may be looking to purchase some new workwear to keep you
warm and dry. Tracey Maddison explains how you can save £££s

off your clothing bills with your BIGGA membership...

Wrap up warm with BIGGA

Did you know that this July was the
dullest since 1992 and the wettest
since 1993? But now for the good
news! All members of BIGGA are eli-
gible to take advantage of a fantastic
20% saving with ARCO, the leading
UK supplier of workwear, safety
clothing and equipment and indus-
trial and maintenance products.

We have teamed up with ARCO to
offer you a massive 20% discount™
with a choice from big brands, free
delivery and no minimum order
sharge. How can you not benefit? An

Y easy ordering system is in place so all
you have to do is to telephone 01482
611773, quote your BIGGA mem-
bership number and place your order.

You can pay by cash, cheque, all
major credit or debit cards, or by set-
ting up an ARCO account. Free
catalogues are available by telephon-
ing the above number.

The good news doesn’t end there!
We have also teamed up with
Slazenger Golf and Walrus to offer a
select range of quality leisure wear,
ideal for on or off the Golf Course.
Make your choice from a navy fleece,
pique polo shirt, baseball cap, wind-
shirt or a two piece rainsuit.

Further information can be obtained

BTME is a major event in the Greenkeeping calender, and, as you
would expect, the BIGGA website has a section dedicated to what
is the turf industry's largest European indoor trade exhibition and
conference. Once again, the trade show is expanding with
increased demand for stands at Harrogate. The Harrogate
International Centre is itself growing to meet the needs of

by contacting Membership Services on
01347 833800, by visiting our website
at wwwhbigga.org.uk, or checking the
reverse of your magazine address mail-
er, which also includes a price list and
order form.

I~
exhibition organisers like ourselves and is opening a new hall later ¥ 3 4

this month.

The BTME section of the website is intended to be useful for
both visitors and exhibitors alike. With over 160 companies and
organisations already confirmed for the exhibition, the final number
is likely to exceed 200 this year. There will be 5 halls operating
with the new hall M being added to halls A, B, C, and Q.

[ Relsd  bome
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The web site provides a hall by hall plan showing exhibitor stand I:CGGA
locations which can help you either find your favourite companies v
to visit or locate and book stand space. The hall maps can be Aot 846GA
printed off from the site to produce a hard copy version. It is Mg Everts
possible to access the list of companies exhibiting by searching e

either alphabetically on the company name or by hall and stand
number sequence. This enables a quick check of not only who's
exhibiting but also which companies are occupying which halls and

stands.

Details of the ‘Learning Experience’ Conference programme and
seminar speakers are also included, as well as a Reservation
Highway service of accommodation and details on the
entertainment and booking arrangements for the final night

banquet.

The BTME section of the site will be updated regularly as
changes and news items occur. Stand availability can be checked,
new exhibiting companies will be added and the latest details on
the timings, speakers and bookings for the conference, seminar

and workshop programmes included.

If you register your e-mail address details with us we will be able

€ducatign/Develapment
oTme
Greenkoepet intermational
Olegctory
Links

Mailing List

to let you know as things happen. Start today by visiting our site

www.bigga.org.uk
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The British and international Golf Greenkeepers Assoc

The UK professional body representing over 7000 Golf Greenkeepers world

BIGGA welcomes...

Robert Hugh Duncan, North
Paul Robert Fraser, North
Adam Head, Central

Steven Bryce Kelly, Ayrshire
Tim Owen, East

Keith Purves, East

Craig Kerr Surgeon, East

Northern Region

John Mathieson Burnside, Northern
Gavin Caygill, Cleveland

Kevin Wiifred Greaves, North West
Damian Hartley, North West

Alan Huxley, North West

lan Murphy, North West

Mark Vernon Teasdale, North West
Christopher John Williams, North West
Keith Albert Wilson, Northern

Midland Region

Darren Adams, Mid Anglia
Richard Barlow, Midland

Steven Graeme Brown, BBLO
Anthony Mark Connelly, BB&O
Simon Andrew Frearson, Midiand
Paul Alan Frost, BB&O

Matthew Hodgson, Midliand
Sidney Courtney Keen, BBAQ
Christopher Lomas, BBAO

Paul Mills, Midland

Jason Molesworth, Midiand
Richard lan Parker, Midland

Mark Graham Rutherford, Midland
Matthew Ben Smith, E England
James Allen Walker, Midland
Justin James Watechouse. Midiand
Sean Wilson, BBAO

South East Region
Gareth Phillp Andrews, Surrey

Simon Backler, London
Andrew Jobn Gibbins. East Anglia

David Guy, Suney
Martin Holehouse, Surrey
Thomas Rowland F Kenny, Sussex
Simon Mallock, Surrey

Mark Mears, Sussex

Ralph Afan Mitch, East Anglia
Peter Robinson, Surrey

Stephen John Smith, Kent
FRobert Stringer, Sussex

Kevin Sweet, Sussex

Lews Richard Till, Kent

Sonny Willis, Essex

S West & S Wales

Brett Blamey, Dev & C'wall

Charles Crisp, Dev & C'wall

Neil Curtis, Dev & C'wall

Mark Hancock, South Coast

Paul Glen Howe, Dev & C'wall
Christopher Hutton, South West
James MacGregor, Dev & C'wall
Graham John Parker, South Wales
Stewart Neil Partridge, Dev & C'wall
Andrew Graeme Percival, South West
Kavin Lea Rawdins, Dev & C'wall
Timothy Nicholas Sholem, South Coast

Republic of Ireland

Ken Cowley

Associate Members

J Vincent Moorhouse, Northern
Student Members

Alan James Sneddon, Central

Adam Christopher Moss, Midiand
George J Eastwood, Rep of Ireland

m [ o
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,//,,AéAGLE PROMOTIONS

Scorecards « Course Measurement + Yardage Books * Tee Signs
Event Boards « Leaderboards « Notice Boards « Bag Tags - Green Fee Tickets
Call Philip Mcinley on : 01883 344244

email us: eaglepromotions@compuserve.com

visit our website @ www.eaglepromotions.co.uk

| §ppl » Training

DRIFT FREE Contract Spraying
utilising our purpose built machine : )

e SPRAVING MANTIS 7+

Freephone: 0800068 08 78 [ e
Fax: 07000 481022
Car: 0850 300104

Unit 14, Roundshead Drive, Warfield, Berkshire RG42 3RZ
WEED FREE is a Registered Trade Mark

20+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

YOURS FOR THE ASKING... "%
Irrigation systems, lakes and v

reservoirs, plus specialist
contracting services for golf

C “)“OT,UR{: and golf courses

STEMS LTD

Unit 18, Downton Industrial Estate, Batten Road, A4 !
Downton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 3HU i1 ‘
TEL: 01725 513880 FAX: 01725 513003 it | ‘ :
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THE BEST FOR FINE TURF

At Barenbrug, tradition and modern techniques
are combined to produce the best cultivars to
give you the best playing surfaces. Consistently
rated in the fop banding of the STRI Turfgrass
Seed Lists, Barenbrug high quality grass seeds
are specially developed for characteristics that
give you the performance you need - whether
on greens, tees or fairways.

Barcrown the outstanding slender creeping red
fescue offers the following benefits

extremely fine leaf

highly resistant to red thread and dollar spot

develops dense sward showing good colour
in summer and winter
ideal for close mowing

excellent drought tolerance

Combined with top performance cultivars such as
Bargreen Chewings fescue and Heriot browntop
bent, Barcrown can be found in various
combinations in our popular golf and bowls

fine turf mixtures BAR 1, BAR 2, and BAR 3.

So, if you want the best seed under the sun,
call 01359 272000 and we will be pleased
to advise you.

THE BEST SEED UNDER THE SUN TV CEN: e

Barenbrug UK Lid., 33 Perkins Road,
Rougham Industrial Estate,

Bury St.Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9NW
Tel:01359 272000 Fax:01359 272001
E-mail:sales@baruk.co.vk
Website:http://www.baruk.com

ALWAYS OUT FRONT

14

QRO NNYYVY Y, VMW
NERVARTTURTA y c..,..)..ﬁm.. Dol s nh BN b m
Tel: 01622 728718 Fax: 01622 728720 email: llllllvmml@luntnol.cnm.uk
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Berkshire College’s new six hole course is a testing challenge for the man
charged with maintaining it, but Bob Woodward relishes a challenge...

\YEN Witb a

Bob Woodward (left),
and Steve Gingell (right)

IMISSION

Berkshire College of Agriculture

B T —

Welcome to

HALL PLACE GOLF GREENKEEPING ACADEN  * )

SPONSORED BY:
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Denald Steele and ( 18y
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Keeping a level of consistency over
all 18 holes, particularly if the course
covers arcas of different soil types or
perhaps a phased programme of
replacing greens is being carried out,
is a problem that many face.

[t creates a number of difficulties and
great skill is required to produce
putting surfaces which look as though
they belong to the same golf course
and stimp around the same mark.

Spare a thought then for the Head

Greenkeeper at Berkshire College’s
Golf Greenkeeping Academy who
chese to accept what many would
regard as a Mission Impossible.

Sure, he only has six holes to main-
tain and no members to worry about
but he works alone - save for some assis-
tance from the college’s students - and
cach hole is designed and constructed
to a completely different specification.

Bob Woodward whose orders, which
I don’t believe subsequently self

destructed, were to maintain the
course to the best of his ability and
he returned after a career which had
taken him to Hawthorn Hill and
Maidenhead Golf Clubs before a spell
at The Berkshire.

Not put off, Bob, who is an “Old
Boy” of the College himself, saw the
task as not so much impossible as dif-
ficult and there is no chance of him
waking up in the middle of the night
surrounded by a pool of ice cold sweat.

September 2000 Greenkeeper International 23
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Below: The Duke of York
shows interest in the project
at the official opening

24 Greenkeeper International September 2000

“I think this is a dream job. I like
the college environment and I believe
that I can expose students to practical
skills out on the golf course which will
be of benefit to them,” said Bob, who
was one of those chosen to meet HRH
The Duke of York when he opened
the course earlier this year.

“Before his Royal Highness’s visit, I

ot the course looking reasonable and
then took the chance to sit back and
think what a good situation I have
found myself in. In fact, I've got a
chance to learn as much as the stu-
dents,” said the man, who oozes
enthusiasm for the job.

Speaking during the growing-in peri-
od I())ef thegcourse% Bot??xpla%m the
approach he has taken so far with
regard to its management.

In consultation with our agrono-
mist, David Stansfield of PSD, I've
treated every green the same with
regard to the fertiliser regime, although
it has been adjusted for the sand based
greens. In that regard I've been lucky
that in the first year it has been fairly
straight forward.”

en we spoke, all six of the greens,
with their di?fzrent grasses, were also
being cut to the same height - five mil-
limetres - and the stimp metre readings
for them all was remarkably similar.

“David Stansfield is coming down
soon and we'll sit down and discuss
how to maintain each green. I have
my own views on the matter having
seen them now for a year and from
there he will write a specific report,”
explained Bob.

He is well aware of the problems
being a “one man band” will cause him
if a decision is taken to have widely
different regimes for each hole.

“For example if we use purely liquids
on one green, | could be half a mile
from the sheds where they are stored
and I'd have to wash the tank out for
just one green. I have got a logistical
nightmare.

My view, in consultation with
everyone else, would be that I should
spend a year doing all six greens with
sea weed and see what results we
would get. Then the following year, do
them ﬁl with plastic coated fertiliser
and check the results. Everyone knows
that a plastic coated 25-5-10 on a
USGA spec creeping bent is fine but
keeping them all the same with a dif-
ferent product each year will mean we
can learn more about what we can and
can't do,” he said.

He also has views on the presenta-
tion of each hole.

“Cutting wise, my suggestion for the

6th - the centenary hole - was that we
cut it 50-50, while the st would be
double cut in a diamond pattern to
represent the modern way of thinking.
Another follows the left hand contour
so I've done wavy lines and another is
a dead straight line down the middle.
One of the par-3s is just cut in a semi
circular arc outwards. I'm just trying
to represent as many different cutting
patterns as we could.”

The original idea for the six hole
academy came from a view that the
students should have a proper green-
keeping facility upon which to develop
their skills.

“We have great local support through
our Greenkeeper Liaison Committee,
which includes Martin Gunn and
Malcolm Peake, of the neighbourin
Temple Golf Club, and Ray Clark, o
Harleyford Golf Club, which was com-
mitted to helping us develop the idea
which grew to become what it is today,”
explained Steve Gingell, at the time the
College’s greenkeeper training lecturer.

“Once we'd agreed the concept [
went away and spoke with companies
and organisations within the industry
to gauge the potential of the idea and
found that everyone was extremely
positive.”

The R&A put in a substantial grant.
with the industry contributing
between £60 — £100,000 in terms of
equipment, root zone, seed, turf and
signage while the College put in the
remainder of the cash required to
make the project succeed.

Once the decisions on the make up of
the holes was made - see table at the
end of the feature - Tom McKenzie,
from Donald Steel Associates, then put
together the architectural make-up of
the holes.

“He came back with a 1970’s flat
green with lumps around the outside;
a USGA style with mounds and
bumps; one with Sunningdale-like
swails and shaping and what he would
like a modern green to be like,”
explained Steve.

“It wasn't just us as a college saying
we want this or that it was very mucﬁ
the industry deciding what would be
best,” said Steve, who explained that
due to planning restrictions play on
the course would be limited and that
the course would never become a com-
mercial operation.

“We need play to make it realistic
but it will be from friends of the col-
lege and not members or green fee
paying visitors.” o

ne of the companies which
embraced the idea was Barenbrug who
have since used the course to demon-
strate one of their newer varieties.

“We saw it as an opportunity to use
some of the more unusual, future look-
ing, cultivars that we've been



developing but which we wouldn't
necessarily use on commercial golf
courses at the moment,” explained

Barenbrug UK.

“We've got our own facilities where
we trial and test but this was a unique
chance to put down fine leaf perenni-
al rve grass and also a crested hair grass
on a green which we could subse-
quently show; in a life situation, to
other greenkeepers,” said Paul.

The first sod for the new course was
turned by then BIGGA Chairman, Pat
Murph\ in 1997, with the construc-
tion proper starting a short time after.

“It was very much felt, through the
committee, that the construction
should be done professionally and I
; would agree with them. Having said

{ that there does need to be some poor
i construction put in so that some of
the problems that can develop from
such construction can be demonstrat-
ed,” said Steve.

One of the perceived problems with
the project was the difficulty in retain-
ing the individuality of the greens in
terms of grass type and construction
over the course of a season.

“Poa will obviously get in as it is a
pumnml problem but we'll be moni-
toring the development of what is of
interest to us,” explained Paul.

“] envisage a biannual ()\Clstcding
of the particular mixtures,” he added.

The one green which has attracted

particular interest has been the 3rd,
sown out with Bareine, the fine leafed
* dwarf perennial ryegrass.
“People are hearing from the States
~ that it is a potential way forward and
* like to take the chance to take a look
at it on site here,” said Steve.

ll is a point that is carried on by Bob.

“The first time I walked on to the
s green and was told that it was a dwarf
vegrass | said it had no place on a
s golf green but now I'm a convert. It
has had no disease through the win-

er and I'm waiting to see what it is
ke after some play.”

} Thc dwarf ryegrass green demon-
sl Atu h()\\ lhc /\mdun\ \\|ll I)c of

& eve is sure th.\t the pm]ul \\|ll con-
tinue to develop.

“Looking five years down the line
0 2005 I think we'll have dug up a
BW greens and started again.

“We have to keep it moving. It is not
stam project. What I would hope is
tin five years time the industry is
g the facility as much as we are,”
Steve.

“xamine Berkshire College's unique
urse breakdown, with a hole by
ole technical analysis overleaf

Paul Johnson, Managing Director of

September 2000 Greenkeeper International
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Details of the Six Holes

1st - 194 yards par-3

Dutch putting green for possible British Standard

The green and teeing ground represent a look into the
future of the British greens guidelines: a hole for the 21st
Century. The specification is based on a Dutch method of
construction. The hole is constructed on a sub sand root
zone. The fairway is cross cut at approach height of cut
and boxed off to demonstrate modem techniques.

Sward

Green: Fescue turf

Surrounds: Fescue turf

Tee: Smooth stalked meadow grass fescue turf
Construction

Green

80:20 sand: (medium fine) 12"
Single washed sand subsoil: 12"
Drainage: Herringbone
Tee

Top quality sand assuming 80:20

Sand:soil (medium fine) 12"
Single washed sand subsoil 8"

Drainage: Single drain
Sponsored: Roffey's Ltd; Toro; Rolawn; Greenkeeping
Supply Company

2nd - 304 yard par-4
USGA Guidelines

This hole is designed in a modern American style.
Considerable rear of green mounding and bunkerage
invoke the American style. The green is two tiered.
Fairway cutting is straight from the teeing ground.

Sward
Green: Native bent
Tee: Creeping bent seed

Construction

Green

80:20 USGA root zone (med/coarse) 28
Blinding layer 2
Drainage carpet 8"
Drainage: Herringbone
Tee

80:20 USGA root zone (med/coarse) 8"
Blinding layer e
Drainage carpet 8"

Drainage: Side sump
Bunker: On putting green complex

Sponsored: Hepworth Minerals and Chemicals; Inturf;
Barenbrug; Rainbird; Hunter; Standard Golf

26 Greenkeeper International September 2000

3rd - 139 yard par-3
Research Green

The teeing ground of this hole represents a unique
construction using high tech foam materials and systems.
Based on roof garden technology this demonstrates research
for the future. The green is in 1970's style with a flat pulling
green and severe mounds to side and rear. It is constructed
using USGA guidelines using recycled materials.

Sward Fescue bent seed

Green: Dwarf ryegrass, fescue, bent seed (B'brug)
Tee: Ryegrass, fescue seed (B'brug)
Construction (no bunkers)

Green

80:20 Ecodress root zone (med/coarse) 12"

Blinding layer 2>

V2 - 1" stone carpet 10"

Drainage: Herringbone into swale

Tee

Local sand (fine) Various depths
Bacel foam sub base various depths
Drainage: Side of teeing ground

Sponsored: Greenscapes UK Ltd; Hepworth Minerals and
Chemicals; Barenbrug; Pattison

4th - 154 yard par-3
Clay bowled, natural sand on clay putting green

A clay bowled putting green and teeing green
construction reminiscent of the turn of the century with
Old Tom Morris style architecture. Local sandy soil is used
in this construction.

Sward

Green: Bent. fescue seed

Tee: Bent. fescue, poa seed
Construction (no bunkers)
Green

As dug - fine sand
Drainage: Single at front of putting green
(drained to sump)

Tee
As dug - fine sand

Sponsored: Weathermatic; Mommersteeg

5th - 380 par -4.
Donald Steel style hole

The Donald Steel & Co hole on the Academy has been
built using the perched water table technique for putting
green and teeing green construction, as they are water
efficient offer best all year round surfaces. The design of
greens and bunkers is strongly influenced by the great
architects of the 20's and 30’s but tailored to modem
standards of play and maintenance. Construction uses fen
soils and root zone improved drained sub soil.

Sward

Green: Creeping bent seed

Tee: Ryegrass, fescue turf
Construction

Green

Fen soil root zone (med/coarse) 80:20 12'
Blinding layer 2
Half - I" stone carpet 10'
Drainage: Herringbone

Tee

Fen soil root zone (medium coarse) 8"
Blinding layer o
Stone carpet 10"

Drainage: Herringbone
Bunkers: One revetted and grass faced

Sponsored: Banks Horticultural Products and Bardon
Aggregates; J&E Ely; Watermation; Nelson;
Mommersteeg; Inturf, Amenity Technology

6th - 348 yard par-4
Traditional 1920's/1930'S heathland hole

A very traditional Harry Colt style hole using design and
construction methods of the 19th century in a heathland
setting reminiscent of many famous Surrey/Berkshire
courses. The green has numerous undulations. Local
sandy soil has been used throughout this construction.

Sward
Green: Crested hair grass, fescue, bent seed
Tee: Poa, fescue seed

Construction

Green

As dug fine sand/soil
Drainage  herringbone

Tee
As dug fine sand soil
Bunkers: Single washed sand - sweeping grassed tongue

Sponsorship: Barenbrug; Mommersteeg; Par Aide



Stihl brushcutters.
A better choice for cutting tough
grass, scrub and vibration.

Naturally, any hard working

professional wants a brushcutter with

the power to make short work

of the thickest undergrowth. l\ /
But if you're working all day ' a4

long, comfort and safety are

equally high priorities.

anti-vibration system — just one

of a range of innovative features

that make them easier and less tiring

to use.

To find out more, call now for a

copy of the new Stihl catalogue on

FREEPHONE 0800 137574, %
o

That's why all Stihl’s high quoting GKIS. Or write to
performance brushcutters are Stihl Ltd, Department GKIS, S
fitted with an advanced and FREEPOST, Camberley, YELLOW
oustandingly effective SURREY, GU15 3YT. PAGES"
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Six of the country's top men give
their views on overseeding

Overseeding

Compiled by Malcolm Huntington MBE

'

Name:
Course:
Region:

Staff:

Name:
Course:
Region:

Staff:

Name:
Course:
Region:

Staff:

Name:
Course:
Region:

Staff:

Name:
Course:
Region:

Staff:

Name:
Course:
Region:

Staff:
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Course Type:

Course Type:

Course Type:

Course Type:.

Course Type:

Course Type:

Duncan Gray

Pines Golf Centre, Dumfries
Scotland

Parkland and heathland
Course Manager plus five

Roger Shaw

Ramside Hall Hotel and Golf Club, Durham
Northern

Parkland (27-holes)

Course Manager plus nine

David Leatherland
Kedlestone Park, near Derby
Midland

Parkland

Head Greenkeeper plus five

Steve Chappell

Woodspring Golf and Country Club, Bristol
South West and South Wales

18-holes parkland, 9-holes downland
Course Manager plus six, plus driving range
man and a part time gardener

Clive Osgood

Walton Heath Golf Club, Surrey

South East

Heathland (36-holes)

Course Manager plus 16, plus mechanic and
a gardener

lain Harrison

Bangor Golf Club

Northern Ireland

Parkland

Head Greenkeeper plus five, plus mechanic

What benefits do you get from
overseeding greens, tees and
fairways?

| never overseed fairways. Tees are
ongoing filling divot marks and if you do
your work properly you don't need to
overseed greens. It's a waste of time,
effort and money.

Better growth, though | have never
needed to overseed fairways, apart from
the usual divoting. Neither do | overseed
tees, apart from the par-3s which get
more wear.

We get a better sward basically by

overseeding greens with creeping bent

and tees with a mixture of dwarf rye 1
grasses. ]

On greens we increase the stock of
cultivars of species we want and get a
stronger and better sward. We overseed
fairways once every two years. The newer
of the fairways, built only five years ago,
were getting a bit thin.

A debatable question. You waste a lot of
seed when overseeding greens as you cut
it out again, so | would say very little
benefit. We work on divots on tees and
put some seed on the par-3 tees, but they
are big tees so we can spread the load.
We only overseed fairways after the odd
drought.

A better finish. | use a soil and sand mix i
for the divoting. We overseed tees twice @ !
year and greens once a year. The course IS

nearly 100 years old and we have 95%

annual meadow grass on the greens.



What species of seed do you use?

We use Barenbrug's mixture of fescue and
bent, creeping red fescue, chewings
fescue and browntop bent.

| use Providence bent to overseed the
greens to compete against the annual
meadow grass. We had serious problems
with Take-All Patch in the course's early
days, but we are all right now. | use
Barcrown on greens and a mixture of
Lance, Herriot and Providence bent and
fescue. But no dwarf rye grass or smooth
stalked meadow grass.

We use Providence creeping bent on
greens and Lorina and Rex dwarf rye
grass on tees.

We overseed tees and aprons with 100%
warf rye grass, fairways with 70% dwarf
grass and greens on the parkland

rse with 30% creeping red fescue, the
downland course with a rather higher
percentage.

Fescue and bent with no rye grass at all.
se creeping red fescue and Highland

experimenting with a mixture of

Que ' Merci and Superstar dwarf rye
gl ! ith fescue and bent to produce a
E;< Vearing mix on the tees and Setton,

nt and Tracenta on the greens.

When do you consider the best times to
do your overseeding?

The only time is the back end, mid to late
September when the height of cut comes
up and you are not verti-cutting. Doing it
in spring is a waste of time in my book.

Generally speaking late spring, though |
repair winter damage in early spring.

My main overseeding is always done in
late spring, round about mid-April, though
| do a bit of repair work if needed after a
lot of play in summer at the back end.
Tees are always top dressed and
overseeded on a regular basis.

Autumn most definitely because with the
soil warmer for longer than in spring and a
higher height of cut you get much better
germination.

Early autumn for fairways and September-
October for greens and tees although
almost any time for tees.

Greens at the tail end of the year when
the height of cut comes up. March would
be a waste of time, effort and money,
because of verti-cutting.

How much work do you put into
getting your best results?

100% at all times. If you are not giving it
your best all the time you are not going to
get the best results.

| find | need to put an awful lot of effort in
to get the best results. We try to keep to
our best standards all the time so we are
flat out.

We work very hard, particularly on the
greens which we always like to keep at
the best possible standard. We keep at it
all the time.

100% at all times. The cost of seed isn't
cheap and we work hard to ensure that
the new seed has every chance by
scarifying verti-cutting etc.

100%. We are at it all the time. It's a
difficult task as you can't shut down an
area when there is a lot of play on the
course.

We try our very best and watch carefully
how much the of the top dressing goes
down the holes made by hollow coring. It's
a massive amount of work.

What percentage of germination
are you happy with from your
different grasses?

| have strong views on this. Poa annua
inhibits germination of other grasses. If you
overseed | would expect no more than 5-10%
germination. | have 98% fescue and bent in
the greens. | have a theory that overseeding
is something invented by seed companies as
a sales ploy.

It's difficult to judge out on the fairways,
but | would look for 90% plus cover
elsewhere.

| would be looking at 90% on tees and
greens.

| would say 20-30% on the greens and a
bit higher percentage on tees, fairways
and aprons.

| would be happy with 70-80% germination
on fairways. However, overall, | must say
that | am not keen on overseeding as a
general idea because so much seed is
wasted.

| look for 90% strike rate on tees and
fairways, but am happy with 5-10% on
greens because of the large amount of
annual meadow grass which, thankfully, is
fine rather than course.
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Simon Hutton is a workaholic. There
can be no other way of describing a
man who not only maintains Sudbrook
Manor Golf Club, near Newark, in
Lincolnshire, but has masterminded
the growth of Simon Hutton Fine Turf
Services which, since the launch of the
company two years ago, has grown to
such an extent that many golf clubs in
the Lincolnshire, and increasingly
beyond, rely upon it to carry out ver-
ti-draining, coring as well as other
construction work.

To fit such a workload into a normal
week would be impossible but normal
doesn’t apply to Simon as he regularly
clocks up 100 hours a week, while a
holiday, which he takes once in a

blue moon, would be
described by others as
a “weckend”.

He is no “Johnny
come lately” to green-
keeping having already
chalked up almost 14
years of experience, and
has a network of con-
tacts to draw on from all aspects of the
industry to enable him to carry out the
tasks he is unable to undertake himself.

Oh yes. Simon has just turned 22.

His is a remarkable story of a single
minded determination to succeed in a
profession for which he has had a pas-
sion since an carly age, and of a family
who have pulled together to create a
superb little golf club which certainly
lives up to the term “family concern”.

“My father, Tim, was the profession-
al at Sleaford Golf Club and it was

always his dream to have his own golf

course,” explained  Simon, as  he

grabbed a bite of breakfast, in the attrac-

tive little Sudbrook Moor clubhouse.
“The land here came up for sale about

Simon Hutton is a remarkable young man. As Scott MacCallum found out, he has
two full time jobs and puts more than his fair share of overtime into both of them...

13 years ago and although it was a big
decision for the family we decided to
buy 17 acres. We put on six holes - three
par-3s and three par-4s - laying them
out and constructing them all our-
selves,” he explained.

“Then in 1990 we acquired another
20 acres and made it a really good nine
hole course.”

In the carly days Simon worked on
the course in his spare time after school.

“School was not a priority for me,”
he confessed.

“From the age of eight I used to hand
cut the greens and cut the rough while
my mother, Judith, who was a teacher
at the time, used to cut the fairways in
an old Massey Ferguson with trailed
gangs when she got home from work,”
said Simon, who mused about how such
a situation would go down with the
Health and Safety Executive these days.

Judith retired from greenkeeping
duties when they employed Ernie
Tatchell, as a greenkeeper/mechanic.
Other labour is brought in on a self
employed basis.

B
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Simon

SAYS

Simon’s love of all things greenkeep-
ing began as he grew up in the family
home on Sleaford Golf Club itself.

“I used to love knocking about with
the greenkeepers and did so every spare
minute | had,” recalled Simon, who
remembers Jim Durrant, Head
Greenkeeper at Sleaford as well as John
Scotney, who took over a year before
the Hutton family began their great
adventure.

“Twas in my element when we bought
this place because I could be hands on.”

Simon worked full-time on the course
when he left school at 16 and the next
big leap for the course came in "97.

“We bought another four acres and
put two new holes to replace two not
so good holes. It made it a proper course
and we had 18 greens, and nine tees
which means that golfers play to a dif-
ferent green on the back nine.”

His greenkeeping skills have been
accumulated through experience, read-
ing books and magazines while he
forged friendships with people who
were able to pass on knowledge to him.

“I'maquick learner and although I've
made mistakes they have tended to be

Above: Remarkably, a bird has nested in the he
hydraulic arm of the compnany trailer, and now,
the chicks travel everywhere it goes

minor and made on our own course,
which tends to be fairly disease free.

“I've sprayed for Fusarium three times
in 13 years. We use a lot of mechani-
cal rather than chemical maintenance.
We go from sandy loam to heavy clay
on the course but it’s amazing how it
looks after itself.

“We mow it, aerate it, top dress it.
We put on granule fertiliser in the
spring or early summer and then later
liquid fertiliser and we vertidrain the
greens with large tines once a year and
through the summer with pencil tines.
In the autumn we hollow tine,” he said,
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adding that with 600 members plus
green fees the course gets lots of wear.

Over the last ten vears Simon
acquired more machinery than would
be absolutely necessary for a course of
Sudbrook’s size.

“I'd always had an interest in machin-
ery and known a lot of people in the
trade and they would phone me to say
they had a particular
machine and ask if

I'd be interested init.
Ernie is a superb
mechanic  which
allowed us to get the
best out of the
machinery. It got to
the stage that we had
quite a bitand in '98
I started to do a bit
of contracting - spray-
ing, hollow tining
and top dressing,” he
explained.

It was through this
that he was pointed
in the direction of
the machine that
was to be the mak-
ing of Simon Hutton
Fine Turt Services.

“I was talking to
Sheamus Cogan, of
Belton Woods, and
asked me if I'd
ever thought about
getting a vertidrain. |
said that it had
crossed my mind as I knew only two
people in the county at the time had
one but it got me lhinking more seri-
ously about it.

“I chewed the matter over. | had an
old tractor that we could put it on
already and [ knew that I had the mon-
ey to buy it as I lived at home and all
I'did was work and never had time to
spend it so I bought a Wiedenmann for
£16,000 in February last year.”

Initially he did his own course and a
few football pitches before sending out
some brochures to five or six local clubs
some of which took him on.

In addition they spent a full three to
four week spell at Belton Woods on
pathway construction, tee building,
bunker work and big roll turfing, with
the help of another contact who had
experience in that field.

He has also worked at The Belfry and
was involved in some work on the
Millennium Dome and  Cardift’s
Millennium Stadium.

“Then last July I decided to buy a
brand new Kubota L3600 tractor and
got some work with Nuneaton Borough
Council to verti-drain all 14 of their
football pitches and sand spread them.
So Iwent out and bought an Amazone
sand spreader. Then last autumn it was
absolute mayhem.

I hadn’t done any advertising at all
but I was going all over the country: [
ended up buying a trailer to put behind
my Trooper, ‘which I'd alre: iy bought,
and it just got busier and busier.

“I had New Year's Day off and the
vertidrain was absolutely solid until
something like May 20,” said Simon,
who has recently bought another
Kubota tractor, a Proseed core collector
while a second vertidrain is on the cards
for this month.

While Simon Hutton Fine Turf
Services enjoyed such a successful peri-
od the man himself was still running
Sudbrook Moor, with the help of an
and two students, both of whom have
worked for Simon since they were 15
- hence the need to extend his working
week to 100 hours.

“For example I haven't started after
six for the past month and normally
don’t finish until eight or nine at night,
seven days a week.

The success of the contracting busi-
ness is a boost to the whole Hutton
family which is uunplxlul by his
younger brother, Ben, who is an aspir-
|ng tournament professional.

“My father runs the pro shop and
gives lessons, my mother acts as secre-
tary and I manage the course but the
club won't really support us all so my
brother supplumnls our income with
his winnings and I bring in more from

the contracting business,” he explained.

He has a pool of around 10 able peo-
ple on whom he can call on for work,
including a tree specialist and a land-
scaper while he also has his own turf
nursery from which he sells to the
domestic market.

“1 bought the land five or six vears
ago and it was meadow turf and I
mowed it and sold it as such but then
I redrilled it and sowed it with bent fes-
cue and rve for domestic use and
stripped that field. I've only got about
1000 metres left in a corner. We recent-
Iy redrilled it again and h(ll\lil”\' itwill
be ready by Christmas,” he explained,
adding that he also acts as an agent for
seed as well as top dressing.

“In an ideal world I would get anoth-
er man on the course and another on
the contracting full time to enable me
to manage both,” said Simon, who runs
the business from a mobile phone. He
has an accountant but does all his own
invoicing in his “spare” time.

“I don't mind putting the hours in
but it’s tough when you can’t see an
end to it. I don’t want to get too big
because I've seen it with other con-
tractors who are not making any
money. Payments all go to the men and
to cover overheads. At the moment [
don’t have many overheads.”

Concerned that he might be burnt
out by the age of 25 he does point to
the fact that he has more grey hairs than
his two older colleagues who popped
into the clubhouse for their breakfast.

“My ultimate ambition is to do well
carly on in life, make money and then
retire. 1 m: ty build the business up and
then sell it. I don't know really.”

With his easy manner and extraordi-
nary work ethic you can be sure that
whatever the future holds for him he
will make a success of it.

Ever the entrepreneur Simon called the
office a few days after the interview to ask
if we could include his telephone numbers
in the article. Happy to oblige Simon.
Tel/Fax: 01400 250796 Mobile: 0976 726909



WORKWEAR SOLUTIONS
FOR GREENKEEPERS

From FRS Countrywear

FRS specialise in the provision of clothing to people who work outdoors, whatever the weather.
We bave illustrated bere the products that bave proved popular with Greenkeepers all over the
UK. We are also willing to try and find items for you that are not shown bere. Give us a call and
you'll find FRS really is "Best in the Country'".

WATERPROOFS

=

Code: NBDJ
Lightweight PVC/Nylon
Jacket. Fully taped and
waterproof with
concealed hood. A
superb budget rain
jacket.

Olive, Navy or Yellow
S — XXL

£6.20

=%

Code: NBDT

Lightweight PVC/Nylon
Overtrousers. Fully taped
with elasticated waist and
access to pockets.

Olive, Navy or Yellow

S — XXL to match NBDJ
£4.70

**NB Original Flexothane also available** [\

Contact us for prices > ;
I Code: SBDJ

The Super B-Dri
Jacket. Highly
flexible,

fully waterproof
and puncture
resistant. Full
zip with
concealed hood
and storm flaps.
Olive, Navy &
Yellow S — XXL
£14.95

Code: N *

Ihe Keeper PVC Nylon Jacket. Fully taped, quilt lined with
Storm cuffs. One of the best insulated rain jackets around.
Olive, Navy, Black or Yellow S — XXL

30

>

Code: FLO
Flexothane
Leggings in Olive
Green.

One size

£10.95

"

Code: SBDT

Super B-Dri
Overtrousers.
Elasticated waist and
studded ankles. The
. puncture resistant and
N easy rinse properties
of this garment make
it ideal for use when
strimming.

Olive, Navy & Yellow
S — XXL to match
SBDJ

£8.25

4

Code:Ns AN

The Super Keeper PVC/Nylon Jacket. Heavy quilt Tartan check
lining. Fully taped with storm cuffs and hand warmer pockets.
Olive or Navy S — XXL

£16.00

All prices are EXCLUSIVE of VAT



€«

Code: L

Lakeside waterproofed
Poly/Cotton Jacket.
Heavy quilt lining,
detachable hood, two-
way zip and a
multitude of pockets,
both inside and out.
Drawcord at waist and
hip. Forest, Navy &
Burgundy S — XXL
£21.00

&

Code: NT]

Trafford PVC/Nylon
Hi-Viz Jacket with
reflective stripe for
extra safety. Taped
seams and concealed
hood.

Not for use on high
speed roads S — XXL

£15.50

TRADITIONAL WORKWEAR

&«

Code: PCBS

Poly/Cotton Boilersuit
with concealed stud front.
Two breast pockets,
elasticated waist.

Navy, Royal, Spruce,
Orange, Red or White

36" - 54"

£7.50

Also in zip front

£8.95

€

Code: QBSR

Quilt lined Poly;
Cotton Boilersuit
with two-way front
zip. Two breast zip
pockets, reinforced
waistband.

Royal only

36" - 52"

£18.50

ES

Code: PCT
Budget Poly
Cotton work
Trouser. Two hip
pockets, one rear
pocket. Sewn-in
crease.

Navy, Royal or
Spruce.

30" - 48"

£5.40

All prices are EXCLUSIVE of VAT

€

Code: 3 in 1

PU Coated
Polyester outer
with anti-pill fleece
zip-in inner. Three
jackets in one to
provide protection
whatever the
weather. Green/
Navy, Navy/Royal
or Navy/Navy

S — XXL

£26.70

€«

Code: STJENG

Super Traffic Jacket. A
jacket that is suitable for
use on high speed roads
and Motorways.
Conforms to EN471
(Appendix G)

S - XXL

£24.00

&

Code: WRT

Reaper Trouser. High
quality heavyweight
Poly/Cotton work
Trouser. Winter lined
for extra warmth.
Green or Navy

30" - 48"

£20.80

Available unlined
£13.40

Dickies Deluxe Work
Pant in Lincoln Green

£16.20

&

Code: PCJ

Budget Poly/Cotton
work Jacket. Zip front,
two breast pockets and
two lower pockets.
Navy, Royal or Spruce.
32" - 54"

£7.00

5 4



ALTERNATIVE WORKWEAR

|

, ¢ Code: FLJ

Super Heavyweight Anti-Pill Fleece Jacket. Full Zip

front and two zip pockets. Navy, Royal, Bottle,
Red, Black, Orange, Yellow or Grey S — XXL
£14.95

Action

S - XXL

AN code: TLS
Traditional Tattersall Shirts in
Poly/Cotton. S — XXL

‘ £5.95

6 Code: SSS
Short Sleeve
Summer Shirt
in Poly/Cotton.
S - XXL
£7.50

€ Code: ABW

Bodywarmer.
Poly/Cotton

quilted waistcoat
with a multitude of
pockets. Olive,
Navy or Black.

£11.25

AN Code: PKS
Poly/Cotton Polo Shirt. Wide range
of colours (see above) S — XXL

£4.95

A Code: RBW

Reversible Bodywarmer. Quilted Poly,

Cotton. Forest/Navy. S — XXL

£11.95

All prices are EXCLUSIVE of VAT

400

€ Code: HWACS
Heavyweight
Acrylic Sweater.

S - XXL

£10.95

im0
|| _botte |
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=
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* Code: PCS
Heavyweight Poly/Cotton
Sweatshirt. Wide range of
colours. S — XXL.

£6.25

=> Code: IWCT
100% Cotton
Summer Trouser.
Two front pockets,
two rear button
down pockets.
Beige or Navy

30" - 44"

£13.50

t

Thermal Underwear. Warmth
without weight.

S — XXL.

Vest (THV) £3.45

Long Johns (THL)) £3.45



SAFETY FOO]WEAR All Safety Boots have steel toe caps to EN345 and are not subject to VAT

€

Code: SBBR
Water Resistant
Brown leather
Boot with a
padded collar.
6-12

£52.00 A code: cDDC

Dual Density Chukka Boot. Lightweight

on and around the Greens. 6 — 12.

P £13.95
Code: DTSB
Super quality
leather boot with
breathable lining.
Available in Black,
Mahogany or Tan.
6-12

£45.00

€«

Code: T798

3-12
£38.00

Full range of wellingtons also available

GLOVES & P.PE.

&

Code: CANYHQ
Yellow cowhide
Canadian pattern
glove

£1.30

¢ Code: QLD
Fleece lined all hide glove
in drivers style.

£2.95

&=

Code: HH

Hard Hat to latest
EN standards.
Terylene harness &
sweatband.
Available in many

colours. 5 3
'l‘ Code: GAM
£1.30

Anti-mist goggles to latest
EN standards

£1.50

PERSONALISATION

€ &

Logo's A.N.OTHER Text
Your logo can be HMEAD GREENKEEPER Dependent on

with a low profile sole, this boot is ideal for

Green water resistant
leather Hiking Boot
with Ni-Trax sole unit

&

Code: PVCFC
PVC fully
coated knit
wrist glove

£0.45

embroidered No. of letters
exactly to your 1-10 £1.50
specification. 11-15 £1.95
Prices on 16-20 £2.25
application. 20+ &POA

ER.S. Countrywear

Swancote, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, UK, WV15 5HA
Tel: 01746 716665 Fax: 01746 716578

e-mail: sales@frs-countrywear.co.uk www.frs-countrywear.co.uk/trade

&

Code: ASBG

100% Waterproof PVC
boot. Superb in really
wet weather or for work
in the Rough. 6 - 12.
£13.95

AN Code: RBL

Super High Quality Rigger
Boot with water resistant
upper and a full fur lining.
Dark Brown or Tan. 6 - 13

£37.00

€«

Code: PVCDD
PVC Gauntlet
with non-slip
palm, even in oil.
Resistant

to pesticides

(EN CAT III).
£1.20

For Chainsaw users - a
wide range of

Forestry equipment is
available. All items
conform to the latest
EN regulations. Call

for more information or
visit the website.

KINGSTON UPON HULL

CITY COUNCIL

* Heatseal Badge
Virtually any design is possible.
Prices on application

Every effort will be made to maintain these Specifications and Prices. FRS reserve the right to make changes without prior notice.
If you can't see what you are after, give us a call — we are distributors for most of the major suppliers in the UK
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hy=Crop]MH=400

The ultimate materials handler.

Use the MH-400 to load top dressers, UseﬂneMH-400tomoveandoﬂ'—loadloose Use the MH-400 to replenish bunkers and
spreaders and trucks bulky materials backfill trenches
Use the MH-400 to build Use the MH-400 to spread
tees, greens, borders top dressings, fertilisers
and pathways and sand
, Large or small areas to |
top dress? Ask for |
Visit our website at: : )
www.turfmech.co.uk literature on Ty-Crop's

dedicated top dressers. |

Judge for yourself. Start by requesting our informative brochure.
If you like what you see, we'll be happy to arrange a working demonstration.

Turfmech Machinery Ltd. New Road Industrial Estate, Hixon, Staffs ST 18 0P, UK
Tel: 01889 271503 Fax: 01889 271321 e-mail: sales@turfmech.co.uk

If you are choosing a
quality irrigation syste

With 30 years experience of providing sports turf irrigation “Tbe important aspect in choosing the
systems our specialist company is completely specialist equipment is to choose the

independent of a brand manufacturer. Each right sprinkler and controller rather
bespoke system is designed by our qualified Shan the make”

engineers to the highest specification and Greenkeeper International 1997.
according to the individual requirements of
the course, and with thorough knowledge of
the products produced by the top manufacturers
we are in the best position to provide top of the

range service care. N th S t ff Call us to arrange a free consultation
e R 0 on 01785 812706
i Irrigation Ltd il tongion Road stone

ST15 8TB.

At the end of the day the system
bas to work. Ours do - Beautifully.

Consulting Watering Specialists

sure its from a quality
©  Irrigation company
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Poor soil structure results in recurring drainage problems,
anaerobic conditions, weak root systems and thinning turf:
Water doesn’t drain, Air can’t enter and Roots won'’t

develop.

Integrate Soil Conditioner restores soil structure,
improves drainage, increases aeration and promotes
healthy root growth.

Why keep treating the symptons when YIIII
can effect a cure with Integrate.

The Problem

Compaction and soil structure
breakdown are ongoing problems for
the turf manager. Constantly saturated
soil or a build up of fine soil particles,
cause the loss
of air
availability and
this effect can
break the soil
structure down
into even finer
particles
increasing the e
clogging effect. When these pores
become unpenetrable, water and air
transport stop.

The Solution

Integrate moves down through the soil
profile solubilising the ‘fines’ that are
clogging the pore spaces, drawing
together the clay and organic soil
particles into soil aggregates with the
sand and silt. This ‘opening up’ of the
soil structure provides an improved flow
of air and water into and through the soil
and, with additional pore spaces to
develop pathways for deeper root
growth, a more healthy, vigorous turf will
be the result.

A Programmed Approach

Applied as a conventional high volume
spray, initial applications will penetrate
layers and solid soil structures and the
turf manager should see the results in
reduced soil compaction and lower
bulk density. Integrate will remain in
the soil at various depths rather than
leaching through.

Soil Structure Restoration

Apply two applications of Integrate at 14
day intervals at the rate of 1 litre per 1000
square metres (10 It/per ha).

Soil Structure Maintenance

Following the initial applications,
addtional half rate treatments may be
required depending on the severity of the
original problem or to maintain
improvement. Apply Integrate at the rate
of 0.5 litre per 1000 square metres

(5 It/ha) every 2-4 months to maintain
healthy soil structure.

Openlng up of sorl structure reduces recurring
drainage problems

What is Integrate

Integrate is a unique, patented blend of
water soluble polymeric
polyelectrolytes. When in the soil the
polymers unwind sending out a strong
anionic charge that attracts clay and
organic ‘fines’, agglomerating them into
larger, water stable soil particles.

[N

Distributed 2 7
in UK by:

rigby taylor

FREEFONE 0800 424 919

Call today for further information or
contact a Rigby Taylor representative.

Green-Releaf products are marketed in the UK and Europe by GreenLink International Ltd,

green

INTERNATIONAL

Tel: +44 (0) 1245 222750

1 Rysley, Holybread Lane, Little Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 4DD
Fax: +44 (0) 1245 222755

www.green-releaf.com

Integrate is a registered trademark of GreenLink International and manufactured by Milliken Chemical, Spartanburg, USA
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Leaf clearing machinery incorpo-
rates one or more of three basic
systems: blowing, sucking or sweep-
ing. These come in a number of
configurations.

Blowing & sucking

At the heart of both blowing and
sucking is an impeller for creating the
blast of air or a vacuum - these two
often go together as in the blower/vacs.
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Where leaves are being collected, in
most cases they will pass through the
impeller and in doing so are chopped
up. This combination has two advan-
tages. Firstz', it reduces their volume,
often significantly, thus reducing the
number of times the collector has to
be emptied. Secondly; the fibres of the
material are broken up and exposed so
decomposition is accelerated.
Obviously, organic matter is not

always all that passes through this
type of system - stones, sand and oth-
er foreign bodies can be picked up so
the impeller has to be constructed
from a material that withstands a fair
amount of abuse. This is a point
worth remembering when consider-
ing which machine to choose. Other
factors that can effect performance
are the speed and the way in which
the volume of air is expelled.

There are other methods of collec-
tion using airflows where the material
is picked up and passes directly into
a collector - these are generally found
in the domestic machines.

Machinery using the impeller sys-
tem comes in all shapes and sizes.
There are the highly portable hand
held and backpack models, wheel
pushed or self propelled and tractor
mounted versions.



Wanderhoses

Most of the pedestrian and tractor
machines using the suck and blow
principle offer as an optional attach-
ment a wanderhose. This consists of
large diameter inlet and outlet flexi-
ble tubing of various lengths. They
are designed for clearing leaves from
areas that are inaccessibi;e to the large
units, such as ditches and culverts or
areas such as greens where heavier
machinery would not be acceptable.
A wanderhose can also be used for
sucking up piles of leaves that have
been windrowed by another machine.
The system is used on loaders which
are purpose built for collecting leaves
and litter into trailers or a vehicle’s
buck.

Brush type action
These can be split into two forms; the
conventional rotary brush or the flail.
The brush is usually an attachment
for a tractor, ride-on mower or ATV
and these are available as an out-
front unit or rear-mounted.
While they work reason-
ably well on grassed areas
they perform better on
hard surfaces.
There are a number of
machines available that
use the flail and these have an
advantage that they can be also
used for cutting and scarifying large
arcas The flail drum rotates at high
speed and this action picks up leaves
and other debris and deposits them
INto a container. On the large units
animpelleris incorporated to provide
an extra vacuum for lifting the mate-
rial into large hoppers. These have a
moving floor to speedily unload. A
wanderhose attachment is also avail-
able for the more inaccessible sites.
this type of unit is ideally suited to
wrge areas. They are a valuable addi-
bon to the ‘maintenance fleet,
tspecially on the big tournament
s for clearing up after the gen-
ublic has left. ¥

Rotary mowers

Any rotary mower pedestrian or
ride on that incorporates a collecting
system will collect leaves - some
machines do this well.

Around the course
Greens

These are the number one priority
and the equipment has to be as light
as possible so the hand held or back-

ack blowers are the answer. The
eaves can be blfown into heaps off
the green ready for picking up.

ﬁ the ha)r,\d heqd m§de£ there
are two things to look out for - plen-
ty of power yet lightweight (power to
weight ratio) anc% the velocity of the
airstream,

The nozzles on these units can be
directed wherever they are required.
Most have the facility for collecting
but these usually have a small capac-
ity so are not practical in most course
applications.

ne of these machines is an ideal
addition to the fleet as it can be used
for other applications such as clear-
ing leaves and litter from drains
guttering,

Some readers may use them for
blowing dew off the greens.

A wanderhose can be used but this
may be found to be slow. Also one of
the pedestrian machines could be
suitable but as these have wheels
there is the danger of leaving mark-

ings.

Tees
The equipment used on the greens
is also suitable for tees. Here, the
edestrian machines may be more at
home.

Fairways

This is where the tractor mounted
units come into their own. The blow-
er models can be used to directing
leaves into windrows or piles. Wit
the flails the material is collected
immediately.

TRILO’S
GOT LEAF
COLLECTING
OFF TO
A TEE

For years people
scratched their heads

looking for a speedy,

T n

efficient and

€

economical way of
collecting leaves and
grass cuttings. Then, in 1966, the engineers at Trilo
came up with the perfect solution — an ingenious
vacuum sweeper which they called the Trilo Grass
Collector. The idea
was a huge success
and the company’s
reputation for
expertise and quality

C— soon spread world-
wide. Thirty years on, Trilo is still leading the way
with a wide range of machines that will not only
vacuum, but also scarify, cut and collect.

Find out how a — X

j == -
Trilo can make your T T
greenkeeping job ;
easier and more

efficient by calling

us direct today.

RILO

The first name in Vacuum Sweepers

SEE US AT SALTEX Stand B55-57 Demo Area

FOR HIRE OR SALES CONTACT:

MJT Contracts Ltd

Wadebridge Farm, Landwade, Exning,

Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7NE

Tel: (01638) 720123 Fax: (01638) 720128
Email: sales@mit.co.uk www.mijt.co.uk
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Bunkers

There is the problem of sucking up
or blowing sand about and in most
cases these are better manually raked.

Other areas

Each course will have specific
requirements. If there are large areas
of(Lard surfaces to be kept clear then
the type of machines used in pedes-

”

trian precincts might be the answer.
The tractor mounted rotary brush
type is also ideal for these areas.

What to choose

Each course will have different
requirements and there are plenty of
machines on the market. Now is the
time to start looking at what is avail-
able.? Saltex provides an ideal
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opportunity to do just that. An alter-
native could be to hire some
machinery but the only problem is
when. Leaf fall can happen over
night. One hard frost followed by
high winds and there are masses to
clearup or it could take up to a month
before the trees are bare.

Because of this everyone needs to
hire at the same time and machinery

might not be available. However if
you are thinking of going the hire
route it is worth talking to your local
hirer now.

Leaves may look good in their
autumnal colours, but they present a
problem greenkeepers could do with-
out - so a little preparation now could
make the task, and life, a lot easier
when it eventually happens.

Turfmech Machinery Ltd. New Road Industrial Estate,
Hixon, Staffs ST18 OP), UK Tel: 01889 271503 Fax: 01889 271321
e-mail: sales@turfmech.co.uk

Here is some of the debris that customers

have shifted with their Turfmech

Tornado blowers.
twigs...pine needles...fir cones...snow...dew...

puddles of water... grass clippings...soil...dust..
scarified thatch...rubber prills...small stones...plastic waste...

Call us for more information on the Tornado blower range,
Don't sweep it, Tornado it. We'll be happy to demonstrate.

Leaves...litter...bottles...cans...

hedge trimmings...waste paper...

Sy )
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The All Weather,
All Terrain Fertiliser

The Lebanon range of profes-
sional products is the

NO.1 CHOICE WORLDWIDE
for Greenkeepers and
Turf Managers

Isotek - IBDU/Methylene Urea
homogeneous slow release
fertiliser ideal for fine turf
areas (regarded as THE
all-weather, all-terrain
fertiliser)

Pro Range coated
controlled release
fertiliser including
Poly-X-PRO for
fairways and outfields

Perk 4-0-10 - 10% FE stress
relief formula product. Unique
formulation with 25% derived from
organically complexed FE - slowly released

Call +44 (0)1952 641949 for more details A LS
or Freephone 0800 5426236 Amer

ity Land Services Limited

www.amenity.co.uk

%Q
“9

B & Kawasaki

FOR PROFESSIONALS

Brushcutters, hedgetrimmers, blowers

Kawasaki's power products range offers some of the finest working
equipment available to the professional market.

m Powered by world-class Kawasaki engine technology for reliability
m Latest ergonomic design for operator comfort and safety
m Reduced noise, vibration and emissions

Engineered for professionals

caLL FRee oN 0800 316 4448 now

to put the power to work for you
(Outside the UK, call +44 1666 511356)

@* %"%9“
B €
"

ALL YUEAR
~ RQUND
QUALLLY TURFK

Guaranteed ——————————
No netting used in the production of our turf

TGA APPROVED
TURF AVAILABLE

MATCHING GRASS
SEED AVAILABLE

Tel: 01603 746229 Fax: 01603 746243
Mobile: 07850 752744
email: sales@sovereignturf.com

SOVEREIGN TURF LIMITED « FIR TREE FARM BLAXHALL = WOODBRIDGE IP12 2DX

The Dunlop All Weather
Mat System

The new Circular
All Weather Mat

GM Flooring for all
weather tees, pathways,
patios, spike bars and
changing rooms

ALSO PRESENTING
DUNLOP WT3 ON GM INTERLOCKING PAVERS

The rubber pavers pro-
vide an exceptionally
durable walkway, which
is spike proof and noise
free. For more information |
or a sample paver please
contact our sales office.

GM UK Ltd

42 Hillsview Road, Southport, Merseyside, PR8 3PN
Tel: 01704 571271 Fax: 01704 571272
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Steve Isaacs gives some advice on the health check you should
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are draw-
ing in and
winter

beckons. The

course has looked

fantastic all summer and

now all you want to do is put your

greens safely to bed to ensure they sur-

vive the winter so you can repeat that
performance next season.

Sorry, you're living in the past. You
can't rest the course over winter any-
more, the demand from members is
for year round play and year round
play you must provide, oh, and on
near perfect surfaces as well thank you.
There will, undoubtedly, be courses
where poor drainage or harsh weath-
er conditions limit winter use.

Only a massive investment in fairway
drainage and green reconstruction is
likely to make the worst of these
playable through the wettest part of the
year. Nevertheless, the majority of
courses are playable for much of the
winter and there is a need to plan for
the winter’s play if the course is to
emerge the fo’lom'ng spring in a condi-
tion where you can take full advantage
of any early growing weather.

give your course to give it the best chance of surviving winter.
A time for hibernation... not likely!

INTER

§ HEALTH CHECK

Prepare for winter all
year round

Winter preparation is not a case of
working hard on the greens for a cou-
ple of weeks in the autumn. It used
to be, autumn scarification, coring
and top dressing was the norm.
However, in those days there were
few hardy souls who ventured onto
the course over the winter months.
Your modern day golfer is a much
tougher beast, seemingly determined
to play golf in all weathers. Some
believe that courses close themselves
when the weather is extremely
inclement. You need only look out of
the clubhouse window to see golfers
so padded with extra layers of wool-
lies and waterproofs that they can
hardly make a swing to appreciate
that this is not the case. So, you must
prepare your course for winter play
and this must be seen as a year round
exercise, implementing treatments all
aimed at producing dry, firm surfaces
with a good, dense and healthy grass
cover.

Aeration is probably the most
important maintenance procedure to
produce firm, dry greens but isolated
coring or Verti-Draining of greens in
October or later is not the way to pre-
pare them for the ravages of winter.
Coring and Verti-Draining (or an
equivalent such as the Soil Reliever




Below: Intensive aeration is essential to winter preparation, but is your timing right?

)

or Terra-Spike) may well form part of
your aeration programme but with
much more efficient aeration equip-
ment available to us these days
routine pencil tining throughout the
year, backed up with further Verti-
Draining, micro-coring, slitting and
the rest, helps keep on top of thatch,
retains decent root systems and sus-
tains free drainage. It is even possible
to continue with dee spikin%
through the summer witE minimal
disruption to putting surfaces. This
is not to say that everyone needs to
be out on their greens every fortnight
punching some sort of hole into
them. If you have a serious thatch
problem this could well be necessary
Lut nowadays aeration programmes
take on a tremendous range of tine
types, spiking frequencies and indi-
vidual attention to problem areas of
specific greens.

The days of hiring in a corer or deer
spiker once a year and going through
all 18 greens should be over. Every
course should have a bespoke aera-
tion programme for their greens, one
designed to suit it’s needs rather than
convention or historical precedence.
The little and often approach to top
dressing that has been advocated
could just as well be applied to aera-
tion work these days.

Dealing with thatch and
poorly draining greens

There will be situations where an
intensive aeration attack is called for.
If you have inherited a severe thatch
problem which causes the greens to
turn to bogs at the first drop of win-
ter rain then annual coring is not
going to be much help. Steve Dixon,
at Kingsknowe Golf Club in
Edinburgh, cored his greens 18 times
in two years (a combination of micro
and Jumbo coring) to get on top of
thatch. The Club now enjoy much
firmer, drier surfaces throughout the
winter months. Obviously, commu-
nication within the Club is vital if this
sort of programme is to be accepted
and Steve was fortunate enough to
have a very supportive Committee.
Even so, it takes guts to follow such
a programme through.

f you are managing greens on a
heavy soil base then the timing of pre-
winter aeration is critical. Links
managers and others fortunate
enough to have sandy greens can get
away with October, or even later,
Verti-Draining. On soil based greens
you need to get in much earlier, when
the soil is relatively dry and when the
shattering effect of the tines will
prove beneficial. This means August
or early September work, never pop-

;>
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ular with the members, at least ini-
tially. Deep spiking at this time will
disrupt golf but for a much shorter
time than later operations. It also
allows time for a fairly heavy top
dressing. Verti-Drain at the height of
growth and the greens recover with-
in a week or two, leave it until growth
is in decline and true surfaces may
not be restored until you can get a
few light dressings on them the fol-
lowing spring. By deep spiking this
early it is also possible to get away
with far less heave to achieve the
desired effect which means less sur-
face upheaval and no major softness
problems once the surfaces have been
smoothed back down. Be brave,
explain to members why you need to
Eet in early and reap the rewards -

rmer greens through the winter and
better greens coming into the spring.
A Club in Glasgow took this step and
it proved so successful that there is
an outcry from the members if there
is any suggestion of putting the work
back by even a week or two.

The evil that is Fusarium
The Course Manager should always
be thinking at least six months ahead
when it comes to maintenance and
presentation of the greens. Do not
think of winter preparation as simply

S

oy
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a means of reducing course closure
but as an exercise in ensuring that
there is a decent surface rcagy for
your ssaring works so that good qual-
ity playing conditions can be
prepared as early in the year as pos-
sible. One of the potential hazards in
this regard is outbreaks of Fusarium
patch disease which can result in
severe scarring and a spring of repair
rather than grooming towards sum-
mer condition.

The Talking Heads feature in the
July 2000 issue of Greenkeeper
International showed that Fusarium
is still the greatest disease threat faced
b%; greenkeepers in the UK. The
changing climate has not helped mat-
ters with milder, wetter winters
seemingly the norm, a weather pat-
tern that, if anything, should
promote the disease. However, at
many clubs I visit we have seen a
decrease in Fusarium in recent years
and much of this can be attributed
to adapting to the changing weather.

This may incorporate:

Avoiding late top dressing. Any
dressing applied after the end of
September has the potential to bring
on Fusarium, particularly if com-
bined with intensive aeration which
always produces a growth spurt. This
may not be as applicable the further
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south you go but if you are plagued
with persistent Fusarium attacks then
it is something to consider.

Boosting potassium levels throu%h
the late summer months can also help
reduce the level of Fusarium. Paul
Murphy, the Course Manager at
Downfield, cited this as part of his
disease management programme in
the Talking Heads feature.

While the conventional approach
to fertiliser remains true, i.e. no sig-
nificant nitrogen input after the end
of August, the milder weather seen
through October and November in
recent years has led to a slight re-
think on this issue. Certainly, those
blessed (not!) with a high annual
meadow-grass content have often
seen the turf turn a sickly yellow
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Bottom: The dreaded fus! Protect against disease by reducing autumn stress
Below: Line marking is a good way to divert trolleys

through the autumn months if their
final feed was made in August or ear-
lier. This turf is clearly under stress
and is far more prone to disease than
healthy grass. We have seen a return
to autumn fertiliser treatment to
compensate for this, though only
with low nitrogen tonics to keep the
grass healthy and less prone to dis-
ease attack through this period of late
growth.

Course protection

In spite of all your efforts there will
be times when temporary greens have
to be brought into use. §o, prepare
temporary greens early so that you
present a decent alternative. Siting of
temporary greens is vital. So often we
seé temporaries in wet or shaded sit-

uations which are, at times, worse
winter environments than the main
putting surface. We would always
advise against using green aprons as
temporary putting surfaces. This
moves us into another aspect of win-
ter preparation, traffic management.
Most of our courses were not
designed for today’s level of play, par-
ticuﬁlrly not through the winter.
Trolley traffic should be banned alto-
ether or must be kept away from
;f;unnelled access points into greens.
For some reason lgne marking seems
the most effective means of preserv-
ing turf to surrounds. Yes, it can
simply transfer the damage but sure-
ly this is far better 20 yards off the
green than in the immediate fringe.

In an ideal world every course
would have separate turfed winter
tees. If available, great, if not then
mats may be neeiﬁl but whatever
form of winter tee is employed an
important part of the principle is
changing the line of traffic flow. This
will not necessarily mean altering the
length of the hole. Balls fly and run
shorter distances through the winter
so the usual practice of pushing win-
ter tees forward merely retains wear
on the main landing area down the
fairway. Additional measures may
have to be implemented to protect
fairways over tﬁe winter as these are
often the wettest part of the golf
course. If such a policy is imple-
mented the means of protection
should to be a decision for the mem-
bers, under guidance from their
professional Turf Manager. Small arti-
ficial grass mats (approximately 270

mm by 130 mm) have gained a fol-
lowing in Scotland. Their use
originated on links to help preserve
the shallow depth of topsoil found
here but more and more courses
inland are adopting this policy. At one
club I visit the members like them
because they help keep their balls
clean! At another a lady member
thought they were great as they kept
one of her feet dry, the Captain of
the day didn’t have the heart to tell
her that you were supposed to play
your ball off it, not stand on it! OtEcrs
go for pegging up, but look at how
much protection your tees get from
this practice. Roping off main land-
ing areas and replacing balls in the
semi is another alternative. At least
all of these ideas show more imagi-
nation than the traditional winter
rule of placing on fairways; why have
one scar when you can have two!

Firm and dry, there is
no other way

So, to get through the winter in bet-
ter or(i:r be prepared. Follow
traditional eenEeeping ideals of
promoting firm, dry surfaces. This
will involve a vast array of techniques,
many employed year-round not just
in the immediate run up to winter,
providing a sensible level of protec-
tion for the turf through good
greenkeeping practices rather than
through panic induced closure.

Steve Isaac is the STRI Regional
Agronomist for Scotland




YET SAFE TO SOIL BACTERIA
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Friends and Foes... under the microscope. Crippling turf diseases

like Fusarium Patch, Red Thread, and Dollar Spot are easy prey
to the systemic fungicide Rimidin”. Having both a protective
and curative action, Rimidin is fast acting, long lasting,

reliable and cost effective. Yet Rimidin has been proven safe to righy taylor
those all-important beneficial soil bacteria. Take a closer look.

When you purchase at least
Rigby Tavinr 1353 : ; 12 litres of Rimidin.
> Taylor Limited, Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancashire BL1 4AE. Tel: (01204) 394888 Fax: (01204) 398379. Ask your local Rigby Taylor Representative for details

Rimidin -, : AL
din containg fenarimol. *Rimidin is a trade mark of Dow AgroSciences. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL. ‘USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. *while stocks last



The second Charterhouse/Scotts National Championship is
set to be an exciting affair both on and off the golf courses

ARE YOU

READY?
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The bright lights of Blackpool are
likely to be the setting for the victory
celebrations of one of the players in the
National Championship, and when the
champagne corks pop tjlcy will do so to
herald an extremely fine golfing achieve-
ment.

For to eam the title of Champion
Golfer of the Year some excellent golf is
going to have to be played over two of
the finest courses in the country... nev-
er mind the LythanvBlack hool area.

St Annes Old Links and Fairhaven are
well known to BIGGA members hav-

ing hosted a National Tournament and
a Hayter National Championship
respectively in the past and, although
close neighbours geographically, they are
completely different types of course.

With that in mind the winner over
the two days, is going to have to show
an ability to adapt to the specific
demands of each course and be on the
top of his game.

Last year over the two wonderful
courses at the superb Carden Park
Resort near Chester, Tony James, of
Tehidy Park, became the inaugural

Charterhouse/Scotts National Champion
producing a blistering second round nett
64 over the Nicklaus Course to snatch
the magnificent trophy from under the
nose of David Cuthbertson, of Slaley
Hall.

Whoever becomes the second name
on the trophy will have to show similar
such brilliance.

Anyone wishing to enter the
Championship as a last minute non-
qualifier should contact Sarah Sowerby
at BIGGA HOUSE for further infor-
mation on 01347 833800.

Ayrshire North Wales East Anglia
Duncan Gray Andy Peel Robert Whiting
Alan Forrest Allen Lewis James Wright
Central Scotland East Midland Essex

Alex Robertson Antony Bindley Tony Kirwan
David Leith James Tudor Andy Sheehan
East of Scotland Midland South West
Richard Mullen Nick Bird John Byrne
lan Bell Graham Wallace Gary Cook
North of Scotland East of England South Coast
Richard Pendlebury Les Howkins Marc Green
Mike Wilson Graeme Macdonald Darren Miller
West of Scotland BB&O Devon & Cornwall
John Brown Simon Austin Tony Ramsden
Gerry Bruen Mike Smith Mark Tucker
North East Mid Anglia South Wales

Barrie Wilson
Steve Quince

North West
Kevin Irving
Jared Ellison

Northern
John Waite
Richard Harris

Cleveland
Darren McGee
Barry Walker

Sheffield
Mark Crawshaw
Andrew Lomas

Russell Howson
Mark Whittle

Surrey
Brian Turner
John Groombridge

Kent
James Bent
Andrew Howarth

Sussex
Richard Clarke
Dustin Houghton

London
Richard Andrews
lan Semple

Andrew Roach
Steven Lloyd

Northern Ireland
Eamonn Crawford
Nick Wehber
Michael O'Neill
Noel Crawford

Scotts)
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cut is of vital importance to
greenkeepers, who are in the busi-
of presenting turf to the highest
dards 365 days of the year.
Operating world-wide Bernhard and
Company manufactures spedialist grinding
?t&m used by many leading golf

ul
The company provides a regular pro-
gramme of educationals and seminars to
demonstrate the dramatic improvements
that can be made to turf by making sure
mower blades are kept really sharp. These
have been developed to be of considerable
practical benefit to existing and future
greenkeepers as they practice and study turf
management.
“The knowledge gained links plant physiolo-
gy to mechanical issues,” said
Stephen Bernhard, Managing Director, “and
shows how maintenance operations
and costs can be reduced.”
Bernhard promotes strong links with BIGGA
and its members. Continuing this strong
educational link Bernhard has decided to

BERNHARD

CGSA Show 2001

Turfgrass Ecology

Turfgrass Ecology introduces the participant to
the major concepts of a sound integrated pest
management (IPM) program. The five major con-
cepts indlude minimal disturbance, management
practices accumulate, self-thinning, the logistics
equation and continual change. Participants in
this one-day seminar will focus on how these con-
cepts relate to management practices (such as
mowing, fertilization, irrigation and winter over-
seeding of warm-season turfgrasses) and leam
how to manage turfgrass under environmental
stress. Pest management and pesticide resistance
will also be discussed.

Instructor

Karl Danneberger, Ph.D., is a professor of agrono-
my in turfgrass physiology at The Ohio State
University. His research in plant stress physiology
has served as the foundation for his expertise in
formulating IPM programs.

Budgeting and Forecasting

The budgeting process is a necessary element of
enhancing your position as the manager of the
largest asset - the golf course. This one-day semi-
nar examines planning for positive financial
results and helps you manage your resources. The
participant is taught to revise budgets as neces-
sary allowing your operation to run efficiently
throughout the fiscal year. Major topics include
preparing operating budgets, controlling with
budgets, budgeting for capital expenses and man-
aging cash budgets.

For further information contact: Steve Hardy - Sales & Marketing Manage"r ;

adian Golf Superintendents /

Show and

/ital to greenkeepers

gation of greenkeepers

tov Golf Superintendents
0a Vancouver in February
2001.
A total of’

A members will be select-

ed, two fro region, and all costs are
being met by'the company. This includes,
travel, accommodation and entrance to the

conference programme.
“Forging closer links and sharing knowledge

ent,” said Stephen Bernhard.
it the whole of the industry.”
to work with greenkeepers
free demonstrations of their
Express Dual and
Anglemaster combo - precision cylinder and
bottom-blade grinding system . They also
provide a free cost analysis service to exam-
ine existing costs and demonstrate the
potential for savings and how they can be
made: telephone 01788 811600, visit the
web - www.bernhard.co.uk or e-mail
info@hernhard.co.uk for further details.

Conference Seminar details
Instructor * and water management, secondary ma
Raymond Schmidgall, Ph.D., is Hilton Hotel's pro-  ment; ]
fessor of hosalityfor fnancal managementat  turfgrass man

the School of Hotel, Restaurant and Institutional
Management at Michigan State University.
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Scottish Region

Peter Boyd
Tel/Fax 0141 616 3440

Ayrshire

This column has been blank for
the past couple of months with
holidays and no news to report.
Jim Paton, from West Kilbride,
called to say that two greenkeep-
ers had played the final of their
club championship with Barry
Crawford, of Ord Prestwick,
defeating defending champion
local man Brian Aitken. Is this a
unique occurrence?!

A man on the move is my old
apprentice from Beith, David
Blair, who moves to Lochwinnoch
Golf Club to be Alastair Law’s
First Assistant. Congratulations
and good wishes witﬁ your new
job David. Over the town in
Largs, at Routenburn, First
Assistant, Colin Sutherland, has
been promoted to Head
Greenkeeper.  Congratulations
and good wishes with your new
job Colin also. That’s all the sum-
mer news, well at least the
weather has been good.

I was at St Andrews for The
Open Championship with the
Support Team which was again
superb and a most enjoyable
event. The highlight for me was
beinfg drawn with Tiger Woods on
the first day and apart from being
an awesome golfer he didn’t both-
er going in any bunkers which he
repeated  for  the  entire
Championship. I would like to
pay a tribute to Jimmy Neilson
and Cecil George who retired
from the Support Team at St
Andrew’s, where it was started in
1984 with Jimmy and Cecil,
among others, in the days of SIG-
GA. They had been present ever
since. V\)éll done lads you have
carried out a fantastic job and can
now become full time ambas-
sadors in the hospitality marquee.
I'he autumn outing is on
September 21 at Lar S%Ke]burn).
Secretary, Derek Wilson, will be
in toucK soon with the final
arrangements if you don’t already
have them. To book your entr
give Derek a call on 01294
276177 or just return your entry
form. I look forward to meetin
you there. Any news give me a caﬁ
on 01505 683278.

lain Barr

Central

Sorry about the blank last
month but I had very little news
for you. Nobody thought to tell
me that only nine members of the
Section played in the Scottish
oOurnament at Newmacher, and
t.h;u four of them were in the prize
list! So they will just have to miss
Out on having their names in
Print. While I am on about the
Scottish Tournament,” why was
there 5o little support from the

Section? Was the venue too far
away? Is it the wrong time of the
Kear? Are there too many events
eing held? If you have an
thoughts on the aforementioned,
please get in touch with any com-
mittee member or Peter Boyd on
the usual number.

Another three members have
joined the Section and we wel-
come Adam Head, from
Auchterarder GC, Alan Green,
from Dunblane New GC, and
John Forrest from Canmore GC.
A man on the move this time is
Abe Torrance. Abe has left the
Green Hotel Golf Courses, at
Kinross, where he was employed
as an assistant and has taken up
a similar position with Joe Oliver,
at Pitreavie GC, in Dunfermline.
Best wishes for the future Abe,
Kou'll be able to get an extra half

our in your bed in the morning!

The entry form for the Autumn
Tournament at Stirling GC on
September 21 should be with you
by now. So if you wish to play in
the final golf event of this year, it
is also the first qualifying round
for the 2001 I\fational
Championship, please get your
entries in as soon as possible. On
August 24 we will have held a
football tournament at Forthbank
Stadium, Stirling.

The proposed visit to the seed
trial ground at Loch Lomond has
had to be cancelled due to cir-
cumstances outwith our control.
Sorry if you are disappointed, but
there was nothing we could do
about it.

Richard Walton, of Scotts, is
organisinfg a visit to their fertilis-
er plant for next month and he is
also hoping to include a visit to
the STRI at Bingley on one of the
two day programmes. Anyone
interested should return their
form quickly as numbers may be
restricted.

We are hoping to hold this years
AGM in the St %mdrews area, with
a talk on golf course machinery
prior to the meeting and a visit to
the maintenance complex follow-
ing the AGM. That’s another
form for you to fill in!

The winning numbers in the
‘Club 2000’ draw for the past two
months were No. 388, Joe Oliver
from Pitreavie GC and No. 260
which was sold by Alex Robertson
from Grangemouth GC. This

ear’s ‘Club 2000’ tickets should
i;e arriving with you soon and you
will notice a difference in ‘the
monthly prize, instead of one
winner of £50 we are making one
of £30 and one of £20. Once
again your support in this venture
will be very much appreciated by
your committee.

As in previous years, the Inter
Club tournament has fallen
behind schedule with a number of
first round ties still to be played.
It will be difficult for the com-
mittee to take any action on this
one as four of them have teams
participating in the event!

John Crawford

East

Welcome to this month’s col-
umn. There’s not a lot of news
around just now so here we go.

The Section held their Summer
Tournament at Melrose GC in the
heart of the Scottish Borders. We
had a good turnout on the day
with 38+ in attendance and the
weather was reasonably good
which is very unusual these days.
The way the weather is going, all
I can say is roll on summer when
it starts, I think that will be
around October!

Thanks for the day go out to the
Captain and Council for courtes
of the course, the clubhouse staff
for looking after us very well and
Head Greenkeeper, Stevie Dunn,
and his staff for having the course
in great condition for us, which is
quite a daunting thought when
you have 30+ greenkeefers going
round your course. Well done to
all. Also thanks to our trade mem-
bers who provided raffle prizes
and also gave a helping hand on
the day.

ResuKs of the day were: 1. S.
Greenwood, S. Aird, M.O.
Rourke, sec Melrose GC; 2. S.
Gray, J. Robertson, E. Thomson;
3. "[Y Murray, S. Dunn, T. Scott.

The next tournament on the cal-
endar is the Willie Woods
Invitational at Winterfield GC on
September 6, so hopefully you've
got yourself a partner for this
%reat tournament. If not, ask your

aptain, Secretary, Vice Captain,
Greens Chairman or anyone from
{our committee along for the day.

f they have not been before, they
will be pleasantly surprised, so we
h(l):pe to see you there.

ollowing on from that will be
the autumn outing, first qualifier
for the BIGGA ational
Championship 2001. So we hope
to see a big turnout at
Duddingston GC on the 21
September.

oing back to the Willie Woods
at Winterfield, having spoken to
Craig, final preparations on the
course are well under way for the
tournament and he is looking for-
ward to having us down in
Dunbar.

People on the move this month
are lain Elliot, from Dalmahoy G
&CC, who has moved dewn to
the Borders to join my team at
West Linton GC as First
Assistant, third in charge.
Welcome along to our team and
all the best for the future.

I will have details of the Annual
Dance and Section Raffle shortly
and immediately I receive them I
will put them in print.

Well, that’s all this month.

Chris Yeaman

North

A couple of new members to
welcome to the Section this
month. Paul Fraser, from Brechin
GC, and Robert Duncan, from
Royal Dornoch GC, and rejoining
the Section, now working at

<

D

Longside GC is Jonathan Lester.
The Section continues to grow
and grow and hopefully new
members will remain with us for
years to come.

The Open was another great
experience at the home of golf, St
Andrews. The Section was well
represented as usual and full cred-
it to Eddie Adams and his staff
for the presentation of a fine links
test for all.

The soccer match on the
Saturday resulted in another
Scottish win. If we win again next
year we get to keep them! Ex-
Section member, Gordon Mckie,
nearly lost his gear when drop-

ing off some of the London
based lads at Edinburgh airport as
they took his bags as we?l, but
realised before boarding the
plane, fortunately.

The Scottish Amateur
Matchplay was held in the
Section at Royal Dornoch recent-
ly and Bobby Mackay and his
staff had the course looking
superb as usual. This was a dou-
ble for the North as the Scottish
Strokeplay was at Letham Grange
earlier in the year.

Are you remembering to send
entries in for the Section’s
autumn outing at the end of the
month at Peterculter.

David Marnoch and his staff
will be wanting to show off their
lovely course to as many as pos-
sible, so let’s have a gothurnout.
We will have the next four draws
for the Section’s 200 Club, so if
you're there you can pick up your
cheque on the day, providing you
win of course.

The two lucky members from
the Section to win the year 2000
Patron Awards will be announced
shortly with details in the next
magazine.

So if you have been attendin
BIGGA events over the last |
months, you could be one of the
ones chosen for a trip to BTME
next January.

Watch this space.

lain Macleo

d Northern Region
Douglas Bell

Northern

A full report will be in next
month’s issue for Invitation Day.

A date for your dairy is
Wednesday, November 15, when,
at Howley Hall GC, there will
be a winter seminar during the
day. More details of this event will
follow.

The team for the annual Roses
match against the North West
Section is as follows:- Simon
Heppenstall, Richard Smith, Jim
Brown, Johnney Platt, Andy
Smith, Nigel White, Alan Baxter,
Eric Paley, Edwin Walsh, Alan

International 47
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Court, Richard Harris, Roy
Armitage, Dave Collins, Les
Kirkbright, Alvin Fawcett, Peter
Thompson.

Our next event is the Autumn
Tournament, at Hornsea GC,
1.30pm, sponsored by F & G
Adamson.

All entries for the golf events
are to be sent to myself and must
be received along with the FULL
amount of £15 no later than sev-
en days before the event. Cheques
to be made payable to “BIGGA
Northern Section.”

Entries will be on a first come
first in basis, so book early to
avoid disappointment. 1

We welcome this month
members:- John Burnside,
Bingley St.Ives GC; Stuart
Rogers, Philip Niven, Northcliffe
GC; Andrew Slingsby, Hollins
Hall H&GC.

You can be assured of a warm
welcome at any of our Section
events. If you have any enquires
don’t hesitate in picking the
phone up and giving us a ring.

There is no other news at the
moment, if anybody has any then
let me know.

My address is 67 Asquith Avenue,
Morley, Leeds, LS27 9QS or tele-
phone at home 0113 2383188 /
mobile 07790 678572, or my new
email: andy_smith2 1 @hotmail.com

Andy Smith

new

North West

[ have just returned from The
Open at St Andrews and feel com-
pletely jet-lagged, although we
travelled by car. Long days with-
out my evening's nap, while
‘Neighbours’ is on, catches up in
the end. Back to The Open and
what a finish by Tiger Woods.
When he thought he was going to
be caught on the final day, he
shifted into another gear and left
them all standing.

The course was in lovely condi-
tion and on the Wednesday the
greens were reported to be 11 on
the stimpmetre and the fairways
measured 8. The bunkers seemed
to cause problems for some of the
players, and I must admit just
peering into them made the mind
boggle. Of course they posed no
problem to Tiger who missed
them all. I feel the reason for this
is that he was able to out drive
them all. As you all know, the
weather could not have been bet-
ter and it was a great week to
remember, especially meeting up
with old friends in the Support
team.

Anybody interested in educa-
tion can find plenty of
information in the magazine
about training courses at BIGGA
HOUSE, also regional courses. If
you require any further informa-
tion, give me a ring.

The Cumbria Cup has been
renamed ‘The Whitelaw Bowl’
and will be played for at Penrith
Golf Club on Wednesday,
September 13. Anybody wanting
to play should ring Andy Vincent,
of Course Care, on 07971 292
626. We have a match against the
Golf Club Stewards on Monday,
October 2, at Stand Golf Club
and I require a team of 16 play-
ers. If you are interested, please
give me a ring and you don’t have
to be the best golfer in the world.

That seems to be it for now, but
if you have any news or require
any information, you can contact
me on 0151 724 5412.

Bert Cross

Midland Region
Les Emery

Tel: 0116 287 9036

East Midlands

It is with deep regret that I
report the sad death of Gerald
Darby. Gerald was a popular
member of the Section during the
1970’s while working at Birstall
Golf Club. He then moved South
to the Surrey Section before retir-
ing about five years ago. Our

condolences go to Gerald’s wife
and two daughters. The Section
was represented by two of our
members, Dave Leatherland and
Richard Barker at this year’s
Open held at St Andrews.

Finally, all members should be
in posévssion of their autumn
competition entry form. If you
wish to play in this tournament
please return your form before the
closing date. [f any members have
not received a form, please con-
tact me and I will gladly send you
a copy.

Antony Bindley

Midlands

On July 19 the summer tour-
nament was held at Walsall Golf
Club. The day proved to be a great
success with the English weather
being very kind to us for a change.
Many thanks to Steve Wood for
presenting the course in such
splendid condition and to all his
staff, also to all the associated golf
club staff for making the day such
a great success. The results are as
follows: 1. Gross, Mike Hughes.
1. Net, Eddie Stant. 2. Alan
Roberts, 3. A. Lang, 4. Brian
Nuttall. Nearest the Pin was won
by Peter Holtham. Martin
Sowerby won longest drive. Peter
McCrainer won the trade cup.

Jonathan Wood

TORO distributed by: Lely (UK) Ltd., St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH Tel: 01480 226800 E-mail: toro.sales@lely.co.uk
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East of England

The Purdy’s Golf Day took place
at Kenwick Park Golf Club, Louth.

As usual the organiser was late,
but eventually the competition got
under way.

Head  Greenkeeper,
Henderson, and his staff, were
praised for the excellent condition
of the course.

The winner of the Purdy’s/Toro
Cup was
Woodhall Spa - 33 points; 2.
Graeme MacDonald of Newark

with 32 points; 3. Simon Gazda of

Kenwick, - points. The main

sponsors of the day were Andy
Hardie and Les Purdy, of Purdy’s
Grass Machinery, and thanks to

them for the usual excellent prizes
for the winners.

Everybody went home with a
prize even if it was only a raffle
prize.

The day was also capped off with
a super donation from Toro towards
the meals for which we are truly
grateful to Andy Hardie and Toro
for organi

Other sponsors on the day were
Rigby Taylor, Tower Sports, Green
Pride, Barenbrug, gcotts and
Aitkens. \

Unfortunately the Scotts ferilis-
er/chemical factory tour on August
2 had to be cancelled due to poor
support, but thanks to David Truby
for his support in organising the day.

Lel i A .
y Ireland\ﬁﬂuted, 6 Airton Close, Tallaght, Dublin 24. Tel: 00 353 (0)1 459 3314 E-mail: info@lely.ie
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Geoff

David Hornsey, of

Look out for other events which
are in the pipeline - ie seminar in
November.

G A MacDonald

Mid Anglia

Our autumn golf tournament
will be held slightly earlier than
usual this year, on Wednesday,
September 27, at Mid Hert’s Golf
Club. Please have your entries in
on time to Richard Saunders at
the usual address should you wish
to enter.

The golf event will be followed
by the Section AGM, which is
open to all BIGGA members of
the section, so please feel free to
attend.

['m sure the Section Committee
would welcome input from the
members on how the Section is
run at present and would consid-
er any new ideas for the future.

The final of the Lodgeway 4 Ball
Tournament will be held on
October 5, hopefully over the two
courses at Brocket Hall. Good
luck to all the participating final-
ists. g

For those of you who did not
photocopy the entry form for golf

events, Richard’s address us 55
Leys Road, St Neots, Huntingdon,
Cambs PE19 1EP. Please enclose
a cheque for £23.

Paul Lockett

improved G

South East
Derek Farrington

Tel: 01903 260956

East Anglia

The day was warm and over-
cast when teams from Essex and
East Anglia came together for
the biannual golf match at
Stoke by Nayland Golf Club.
My guest, Peter Bevin, stated
on the first tee “That this is a
young man’s Golf Club.”
Personally 1 preferred to think
that a few genetic characteris-
tics of a mountain goat may
have come in handy.

Kevin King and his staff had
made a splendid effort in pro-
ducing a first class course for
the lads to play on, 45 in all,
and the staff in the clubhouse
went out of their way to pro-
vide excellent service, our
thanks go out to everyone at
the golf club. The Sponsor for
the day was ckweh Ltd and
Neil Peachy and lan Willett
made sure that the day ran as
smoothly as possible. Our
thanks go out to Tuckwells for
their continual support and
sponsorshi

On to the winners:- 0 - 9

I’(’(’I'ISITIHSH’T

handicap 1. A. Kirwan 39
points; 2. D. Beale 35 points
(on countback); 3. P. Howard
35 points. 10 - 18 1. S. Curtis
44 points (Steve also won best
of the day and had his handi-
cap cut by two shots); 2. G.
Nash 41 points;

3. S. Townsend 40 points. 19
- 28 1. J. Pymer 32 points; 2.
K. Chinnery 28 points,

3. M Forrester 25 points.
Guest and Trade prize was won
by W. Assenheim 41 points.
Longest Drive - A. Kirwan,
Nearest the Pin - G. Bird.

Now onto the coveted
Tuckwell Cup, where it was
agreed to take the eight best
cards from greenkeepers from
each Section. Essex accrued
274 points and East Anglia
299, h gave me great pleasure
to accept the trophy as Captain
of the East Anglia Team. Many
thanks to all those who took
part in the competition and
well done to all the East Anglia
Team. A splendid effort.

lan Willett

Kent

The Section’s second golf day
was held on July 25 at Broke
Hill Golf Club.

A total of 60 members, mem-
bers of the trade and guests

For a quality, precision cut, take a ride on one
of our quality, precision-engineered machines.
Toro’s Greensmaster” ride-on greens mowers
are renowned for their superb finish, reliability,
proguctivity and ease-ofaiser And it’s quality
that |asts, for they also have Hﬁpul’aliinn for
durability and a high'residiual valie, Now, a new
15 avallable=tle 3250
with a larger, more powerful engine to give even
higher productivity. And if it’s a pedestrian
mower. you require, our classic Greensmaster
1000 greens mower is just: one of a superb range
guaranteed to build your reputation for quality
greens, Simply telephone on 01480 226800 and

wedlarrange for a local dealer to contact you,

TORO.

9 34 PV
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www.toro.com
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played in this invitation sta-

leford competition. 1. Andy
Pearson and Ken Robinson with
67 pts (BIH); 2. James Duncan
and Graham Collins with 67
pts; 3. Chris Marsh and M
Young with 65 pts (BIH). Trade
Prize - Peter Leeves and |. Moir.

Longest Drive - Terry
Edwards.

Nearest the Pin - ] Moir.

It has come to our attention
that the tee shot of J. Moir fin-
ished approximately five feet
from the hole, bedtm;’ the pre-
vious nearest (held by Gary
Ogilivie, a four h‘mdlmpper
from Avoncrop) by only a few

inches. (()n},lalulatmnﬂ on a
fine shot Mr Moir, but Gary,
would like you to talk us

through the three putts!

Out thanks to Barry Jackson
and the rest of the staff at Broke
Hill for a great day.

“ The course was in excellent
condition and the evening meal
was first class.

A big thank you also to
Alistair and Bernie for their
helcr on the day, starting people
and organising the nearest the
pin an§ l()ngcst drive
The next golf day will be held
at Kings Hill in October, hope
to see you all there.
Congratulations to John
Noyce, of Scotts Fertiliser

Company, on his forthcoming
wedding. A lot of you will know
John from his time at Parker
Hart and I am sure you'll join
us in wishing them future hap-
piness. Sorry John, but we don’t
know the name of your good
lady.

As always, the Section is open
to offers for courses for next
year’s golf events.

If any of you w ould like to put
your club forward or if you have
any information for this
Section, please contact me on
01277 750281.

James Duncan

Surrey

As there have
competitions since last month’s
edition and the September edi-
tion’s deadline, today August 5,
there are therefore no results to
report.

[ will take this opportunity,
however, to remind all members
that on September 27 we are
playing our autumn tournament

aleham Golf Club and the
Turkey Trot and AGM at
Tyrrells Wood. By the time you
read this we will have played
the McMillan Tankard on
August 21 and Addington
Palace on the 30th.

Results will be shown in

been no golf

October’s edition.

A number of our members
have been, or are about to move
and I ask you all to welcome lan
Wylie, the new Head
Greenkeeper at Selsdon Park
Golf Club. Congratulations to
Stuart Patterson, who is leaving
Woodcote Park to become First
Assistant at Westerham GC.
Stuart has been at Woodcote for
three years and previously at
Selsdon Park, also for three
years.

Ian McMillan is, as | am sure
you all know by now, leaving
Hankley Common to take up
his position as Course Manager
at Queensland Golf Club,
Ottershaw, a new exclusive
course still in the development
stage.

Gareth Roberts will be step-
ping into Ian’s shoes at Hankley
and Paul Hutton will take over
as Assistant Course Manager,
well deserved after 17 years ser-
vice.

Well that’s it for this month
except to inform you of the dan-
ger when Roger Tydeman is off
road at Croham Hurst.

His pick up has a blind spot
when he is watching juniors in

his side mirrors and drives
straight into unsuspecting
trees!

Brian Willmott

South West
and South Wales

Paula Humphries
Tel: 01288 352194

South Coast

Autumn will be upon us by the
time you read this. Several
excellent golf days have been
enjoyed by the Section this
year. Firstly, the match against
the secretaries was played at

Basingstoke Golf Club with the
greenkeepers winning easily 5-

Thanks to Course Care for
sponsoring the day and
Basingstoke for klllo\\lng cour-
tesy. Well done to Harvey and
his team for the excellent course
conditions.

The summer tournament was
our guest day played at High
Post Golf Club sponsored by
Rigby Taylor and again Course
Care. Well done to Lauchlan
Millar and his team for the
super conditions.

Winners with an obscene 48
pts was Joe Newman and his
Guest, from Downshire GC.

Second was lan Noble and
guest, from Moors Valley GC
45 pts. Third was Alan Rideout
and guest, from Bournemouth
Services, 44 pts.

The second Course Manage-

72" to fit
all leading
outfront
mowers

126" low cost
rotary mower
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“Quality rotary mowers for a world that isn’t flat”

Court Lodge Farm, Forge Lane, East Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent MEIS OHQ
Fax: 01622 728720

Tel: 01622 728718

96"
38hp Kubota

Zero turn &
instant height
change

132"
Unmatched
quality & high
productivity

email: matlnood@hntmt.éom.uk
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ment Trophy sponsored by
Scotts Charterhouse was played
at Salisbury and S Wilts Golf
Club on August 2. An excellent
turnout of 26 teams with the
winners coming from the Isle of
Wight. Well done the team from
Freshwater Bay. Thanks must go
to Paula Humphries for organ-
ising the day and everyone at
Salisbury for making the event
so successful.

Don’t forget, come down for
the autumn tournament on
October 4. Payment in advance
please to Chris Sturgess, 40

Kinsbourne Way, Thornhill,
Southampton SO19 6HB.
Telephone 07773 138409

before 8pm. Cost will be £17.
Lastly, the annual match

a%ainst the S West will be

played at Marlborough Golf

Club on 5 September and the

Turkey Trot and AGM will again

be at Hockley Golf Club.
Thanks for your support.
Tony Gadd

Devon & Cornwall

I start my report this month
by wishing Mick Oliver, of
Oliver Seeds, a speedy recovery
from his recent operation.

We hope to see him back to
full fitness shortly. Also I would
like to report that Bill Pile,

Course Manager at Fingle Glen
Golf Club, wi%l be retiring from
his position during September.
Bill was a founder member of
the Section and was Section
Secretary, taking over from
Brian Summers, way back in the
70s, until handing over to Jim
Wood in the late eighties.

Bill also served the Section on
the Regional Board and on the
old national committee of
BGGA. Bill’s hard work over
the years has made our Section
what it is today a strong and
active section, without his
effort I wonder where we would
be today? Thanks Bill.

Summer is now slowly draw-
ing to a close which means
autumn is once again around
the corner and with it the start
of our autumn and winter meet-
ing programme which will start
this year at Dainton Park Golf
Club on Wednesday, October
25. The morning’s golf compe-
tition will be a singles
Stableford competition for the
D.O. Hunt Trophy. Our non-
playing members will be able to
enjoy the usual course walk
which will leave the clubhouse
at approximately 10.30 am,
lunch will be from Ipm followed
by our afternoon educational
talk.

Golfing members please note

entry details for our forthcom-
in/g meetings:-

fter receipt of your complet-
ed entry form which will have
been sent out to you or your
Course Manager.

Golfing members to receive
starting times before meeting
with a draw for partners being
introduced, pairings will be
accepted for our foursome and
greensome competitions.

A levy of £2 will be added to
each entry received after the
closing date.

As some members have prob-
lems paying before meetings,
they will be able to continue to
ray on the day without being
evied as long as the entry has
been received before the closing
date, any member who doesn’t
attend after entering will be
invoiced if no payment is
received.

Regional educational dates to
note:

22 November
Regional Seminar to be held at
Cannington College

23 - 26 January
Regions trip to BTME at
Harrogate

For more details on regional

events, please contact Paula
Humphries on 01288 352194.
You should have received your
new fixture card which has this
year been kindly sponsored by
igby Taylor. The fixture card
has dates of all our forthcomin
events, if you haven’t receive§
yours yet please let me know.
Richard Whyman.

South Wales

The summer tournament on
July 5 was held at the pic-
turesque Ashburnham GC. The
day was glorious and the course
in excellent condition thanks to
Paul and his team. Thanks to
Ashburnham GC for allowing
courtesy of the course and to
Birds of Cowbridge Grass
Machinery for sponsoring the
day and also to the caterers for
the wonderful food.

Best Gross & winner of the
Birdie Cup Andy Roach; 2. Best
Gross Kerry Llywelyn, Best
Nett and winner of the Jacobsen
Cup J.B. Jones. 2. Best Nett
Gareth Evans.

Peter Lacey returned for his
second assistance at the Open
Championship held this year at
St Andrews. Peter again show-
ing the world what us
Welshmen are made of. Well
done I'm sure it was great to be

Wash away”
rootzone worgies

Washing turf'is a job for experts. Rolawn’s expertise
in turf washing has been built up over twenty five years,

This coupled with a substantial investment in a state of the

art turf washing plant has made the company European

leader in turf washing technology.

Rolawn’s turf washing plant is operated by expert staff to
gp [ yrexp;

produce top quality turf that is 100% clean and soil free.

Our unique process leaves the turf roll intact with a healthy

aggressive root system on one side and a first class dense

healthy sward on the other. Any roll format produced by

the company is available washed. i.e. Standard roll, Budget

roll, 1066 roll.

Rolawn Washed Turf is faster and easier to lay, saving time

and money. And with no rootzone problems to overcome

it establishes rapidly. Therefore your greens and tees will

come into play much sooner.

So don’t hang about — choose Rolawn Washed Turf.

BRITAIN'S FINEST TURF

Available from Rolawn’s network of UK depots.

For further details call:
01904 608661 or visit our

Website: www.rolawn.co.uk
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Around the green

In January | took the opportunity,
through the pages of Around the
Green, to thank those of you
responsible for supplying Section
Notes for all the great work that
you do and to pass on some
information regarding deadlines
and production processes. This
month I'd like to repeat this
information for the benefit of any
new scribes who have started
recently.

| know it must seem like a
thankless task when you have a
deadline approaching and you've
got nothing to write about but
generally the pages do provide
more than enough news and
gossip to keep everyone
interested.

I'd also like to remind long time
Section Note contributors, and
inform those who have been
handed the task, of those
deadlines.

The cut off point has always been
around the 5th of the month - eg
for the September issue Notes the
deadline was August 5. There is a
little leeway as | know there are
sometimes events you wish to
include and you hold the Notes
back. That's fine but if you could
use the 5th of the month as your
regular deadline I'd appreciate it.
You may wonder why it is so early
as normally the magazine arrives
on your door mats in the first few
days of the month of issue. At our
end to enable this to happen, and
in the post as early in the month
as possible, our printers have to
be supplied with the entire
contents - editorial and
advertisements - two weeks
before then, which takes us into
the middle of the previous month.
Then to give David, our designer, a
chance to lay-out all of the pages
in an attractive fashion he needs
another full working week. This
takes us back to around the 12th
of the month.

Also Christine types up your notes
which takes up additional time, but
don't forget, those of you who use
email, can send them to me on
scott@bigga.co.uk thus saving on
the typing time.

Invariably there are elements of
the magazine that require me to
work close to that deadline so it is
beneficial to have bits that are not
particularly time sensitive cleared
early. Section Notes are one such
element.

| hope this explains how we can
need a full month to process your
work.

As | said there is some leeway but
the earlier you send them in, the
more it will help.

It is also helpful if you can have
them typed or in clear handwriting,
to reduce the number of misspelt
names we print, while a
recommended word count for each
Section would be around 500.
(This column is 500 words long to
give you a measure). Obviously, if
you've had a particularly busy
month, don't feel you have to miss
anything out, just to keep it under

500.

As | said the Section Notes are a
valuable element of the magazine
and | do appreciate all the work
you put into producing them.
Thanks a lot and keep up the good
work.

Scott MacCallum
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part of the Support team.

The Rigby Taylor Qualifiers
are well under way with the
finals to be held at. Royal
Porthcawl GC on October 18; P.
Lacey & B. Hanford beat A.
Phillips & W. Benja; A. Roach
& D. Gladwin beat L. Davis &
D. Bray. P. Wilaby & S. Lloyd
beat R Patterson & A. Hatcher;
S. Mills & K. Llywelyn beat R.
Frater & J. Borja; D. Ward & R
Hatcher beat D. Morgan & H.
Stead; Matches sliig] to be
played; A. Richards & J. Davis
v K Jones & Daryl Bray; A
Panks & | B Jones v G Evans &
A Chricton also I Morris & |
Carter v G Johnstone & M
Norfolk. Thanks must go to all
Golf Clubs for allowing us to
use their courses for this event.

I must say our match was very
close. After all, we were three
up with three to play, and sub-
sequently lost those which
meant a sudden death play off
with the first play off hole being
the 10th at Pyle & Kenfig. This
was halved, so on to the next we
walked, a short way to the 18th
at P & K. Myself & D. Ward
won but it was a very close call
against Henry & David, of the
Grove GC. It was a great
evening of golf with plenty of
humour.

Congratulations to Steve
Jones, of the Coed y Mwstwr,
for taking up a new role as Head
Greenkeeper on a 9 hole course
in Germany. Well done!

On September 13 at Newport
GC we have the autumn com-
petition with a tee off time of
1.30pm. Also, on September
27, South Wales Section versus
BIGGA South West at St. Pierre
GC. 12 noon tee off. Catch up
with the latest of the Rigby
Taylor versus The Secretaries
Match at Tredegar Park next
month.

Richard Hatcher

Northern

Ireland

Northern Ireland

I don’t know about you, but I
love the warm summer days and
I could live in these conditions
happily - the thoughts of wet
gear and welly boots I find non-
appealing.

It’s very nearly hollow-tining
time, which sort of brings the
season to an end. I hope %or all
of you, as you look back over
your main competitions, they
all went well, and I'm sure
thoughts are now turning
towards winter work of con-
struction and continuing course
improvements.

Our qualifying golf day was
held at Castlerock Golf Course

on August 2 and for a change it
was dry. We had a good turnout
at 23 and I would like to thank
everyone who was there and made
the effort to travel up. It was
worth the drive as this is a sim-
ply beautiful course. The setting,
the condition and hospitality at
this course make it a real gem.
Special thanks to Castlerock GC

The qualifying win-
1) j _ ners with the
g{m combined scores from
e previous golf outings
vl kvere Micﬁael O'Nehl
and Noel Crawford -
Best Gross, Eamon Crawford and
Nick Webber - Best Nett. Good
luck lads and well done. I hope
you enjoy your trip, and play well

for granting us permission to play  at St Annes Old Links and
and also to Charles Edgar and  Fairhaven Golf Courses.

staff for presenting us with a real Next month, on October 25,
good test of Links Golf. the Northern Ireland region will

Without doubt, the new Verti-
Drain Mustang is the fastest, most
effective aerator on the market today.
Whilst it still features the unique,
patented ‘heave’ action, there are many
new improvements, including single
point arm adjustment, a stronger tine
support system and fewer working parts.


mailto:scott@bigga.co.uk

be holding an educational sem-
inar at Greenmount College. A
great line up of speakers has
been attained, with the likes of
Jim Arthur, Chris Kennedy,
from Wentworth; David
Garland, the European Tour
Director of Tour Operations;
John Quinn, from Elmwood
College; David Maclndoe, Joe
Paulin, of Golden Eagle
Agronomy and our own Frank
Ainsworth.

This seminar is open to all,

from Greenkeepers to Secretary
Managers and anyone else
involved in the Golf Course
Industry. An approx. cost will
be £25 for members and £30 for
non-members. Booking forms
will be sent to every club in the
next few days. Don’t leave
booking ‘v()m'—plzlcc to the last
minute as this, I'm sure, will be
very well attended. Lunch is
included in the price and it is
requested that a respectable
dress code is adhered to.

We also have secured sponsor-
ship from all the main suppliers
of machinery and fertiliser in
the province who will be show-
ing their wares on the day. Also
sponsorship from the GUI and
enormous help from BIGGA
headquarters will no doubt
make this a great day and one
definitely not to be missed.

Finally, Head Greenkeeper at
Shandon, Jeffery Lamb, got
married on August 5. I was at
the reception and it was pleas-

ing to know that your new wife
has a better singing voice than
you Jeffery. Congratulations
and best wishes to you both for
the future. ;

[ain Harrison.

See you all next month!

el
i

holl It can drive its 6 tines, solid or
0] " [
OW, at 4 laster rate (hilll il““' O(h(.'r

?Era((?n which makes it the perfect
f:;‘:‘:/l‘lnc for high speed runs down the
4y and for even shorter work on the
8reeng,
‘l‘hL’ n

v Mustang joins the market-

ltad' 2
188 range of Verti-Drains that have

outsold and outperformed all
competitors for the past 20 years.

And, with an aerator to suit
virtually every application, it’s the widest
range available anywhere.

But one word of caution.

The new Mustang is fast; so fast

that you may get done in a flash.

Contact us now for further
information or a demonstration of the new
Verti-Drain Mustang on 01428 661222.

Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd,
Weydown Industrial Estate, Weydown
Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1DW.
Tel: 01428 661222. Fax: 01428 661218.

Redexim €

E-Mail: ccm@dircon.co.uk

Web Site: http://www.redexim.com
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CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

GGA
5 GOLDEN KEY
and SILVER KEY
CIRCLES

The following companies have
shown their continued support to
the Education and Development
Fund which has enabled BIGGA to
introduce the CPD scheme as the
latest initiative in its ongoing
commitment to greenkeeper
education and training

Golden Key Circle Company Members

Tel: Head Office
01934 820868

Company
Avoncrop

Advanta

01529 302500

Amazone Ground Care

Aventis

Bernhard and Company Lid

Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd

Gem Professional

John Deere Lid

Hayter Lid

01844 214500

Kubota UK Ltd

PGA European Tour

01344 842881

Rain Bird

Righy Taylor Ltd
Rolawn
l)(nn\"

Scots UK Professional
I|~\l;u; liurlﬁ(dw i
The Toro Company (Lely UK) 01202 319987
Individual Members

Mike Eastwood, | H Fry, | H Greasley, David S Robinson,
Stuart Townsend

Silver Key Circle Company Members

Tel: Head Office
01254 380311
0113 2461313

Company
Ernest Doe & Sons

Heath Lambert Lid

Sists Equipment Lid

Supaturd Products Ld

Weed Free 07000 481011
Individual Members

Clive A Archer, John Crawford, Bruce Cruickshank, Douglas
G Duguid, Alan Holmes, Lain A Macleod, Robert Maibusch
MG, Richard S Mullen, Elliott R Small, Steven Tierney

Raymond ) Warrender

Thanks to contributors to the
Education and Development Fund,
BIGGA is encouraging the Continuing
Professional Development (CPD) of
greenkeepers by the introduction of its
free CPD scheme for members.

British greenkeepers have a wide
range of qualifications, linked to the
National Standards, from N/SVQ Level
2 to first degree. Research has shown
that Britain leads the way in educa-
tion and training provision for
greenkeepers and BIGGA has been
influential in developing training that
is job specific, so improving the status
of the profession leading to enhanced
pay and greater recognition of its
members.

BIGGA’s Mission Statement includes
‘BIGGA is dedicated to the continuing
professional development of its mem-
bers..." and BIGGA has provided and
continues to provide a range of educa-
tion and training opportunities which
support professional development.
Other training providers also offer a
wide range of courses which can be
used as evidence of Continuing
Professional Development.

The BIGGA CPD Scheme has several
benefits to its members and their
employers. It will encourage green-
keepers:

@ To adapt out dated skills

® To keep in touch with changes in leg-
islation

® To show employers that greenkeep-
“ers are true professionals .

@ To accumulate evidence towards fur-
ther National Qualifications

® To give greenkeepers a means of
showing current prospective employ-
ers they have continued their
education and training beyond a
minimum level

® To update skills and knowledge on a
regular basis

® To promote greenkeeping as a pro-
fession

® To give greenkeepers the skills to
cope with change

A BIGGA Certificate of Continuing
Professional Development will be
awarded to those BIGGA greenkeeper
members who accumulate 10 CPD
Credits annually from July to June.

BIGGA greenkeeper members who
have been awarded five successive
BIGGA Certificates of Continuing
Professional Development will receive
a BIGGA Diploma of Continuing
Professional Development.

The scheme runs as follows:

. Greenkeepers must be member of
BIGGA

. A minimum formal qualification of
N/SVQ Level 2 (or equivalent) is
required to enter the scheme

. The scheme runs annually from 1
July to 30 June
. Courses, seminars, workshops and

training days are awarded CPD
Credits

. Each greenkeeper must accumulate
10 Credits per year to reach the stan-
dard

. All those reaching 10 Credits are
awarded a Certificate

. If an individual achieves the require-

ment for five consecutive years they
receive a diploma

. All training must be related to
National Standards

The types of training that attract CPD
credits are:

® BTME Seminars

® The National Education Conference
or Workshops

® Regional Courses
® BIGGA House Courses

@ Short Courses (eg. tractor driving,
chain saw,
first aid, D32/33)

® Approved industry courses and
workshops

For full details of the CPD Scheme
contact BIGGA's Education and
Training Department on 01347
833800 or via education@bigga.co.uk

BIGGA IS DEDICATED TO THE CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF ITS MEMBERS
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Artificial Surfaces

HYDROJECT AERATION
AND CHEMICAL (g
INJECTION SERVICE

(WITH NO SURFACE

A full range of expertly operated turfeare services also awailable
KEITH DRIVER
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)

Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile: 0958 532008
8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL

MIDLAND GROUNDCARE

MACHINERY

Suppliers of

GROUNDSMAN
TURF AERATORS
(Pedestrian & Tractor Mounted)

SELF DRAINING HONEYCOMB
RuBBER MATTING

= 16mm x 9m x 9m

u |[deal for wet areas,
Ranges etc.

= Special Interlocking feature

= Available in black and red
Call our sales office:
J.P. Polymer Sheetings Ltd
Tel: 0121-520 5020
Fax: 0121-522 4610
E-mail sales@jppolymer.co.uk

SALES HIRE CONTRACTING VERTI-DRAIN HIRE
INC CORE COLLECTION

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Tel: 0116 224 6891 / 0116 289 2595
Mobile: 0468 796040 Fax: 0116 289 2595 |
Email: dean.broughton@yvirgin.net

B Jamieson
Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an
established company offering expert advice on;

@ Golf Course maintenance

® preparation & p
@ Machinery selection
@ Budgeting
@ Staff recruitment
@ Soil & turf analysis
[ ] i of new golf
Contact: Bruce Jamieson
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartiey Wintney, Hants,
RG27 8UA Telephone: 01252 844847 www.bjgolf.co.uk

Amenity Spraying

m“ﬂ:ﬂour purpose mmmm
e SPRAYING MANTIS

Freephone: 0800 068 08 78
Fax: 07000 481022
Car: 0850 300104

Unit 14, Roundshead Drive, Warfield, Berkshire RG42 3RZ
WEED FREE is a Registeresd Trade Mark

Artificial Grass

B A, - ———— e
Gabbotts Farm Barr:,-;
Bury Lane, Withnell, ¢

Chorley, Lancashire
PR6 8SW

Tel: 01254 831666

IR Fax: 01254 83106
SPORTS ;

¢ VERDE TEE FRAME

Steel platform, woven grass top

® VERDE WINTER TEE

Generous size, self-install kit

® VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices.

o ARTIFICIAL GRASSES

7

1

'

)

]

| 8 DRIVING BAYS AND NETS §
; For club and home use
)

e o S e L (O P i e

Available through most reputable
course equipment suppliers

Please call for samples & information

Artﬁlgton

GOLF LTD
Specialist
Golf Course
Constructors
SR, Telephone/Fax
§ % (023) 9259 2390
g § Mobile
“aee® - (0410) 450454
\9}
SET

CONTOUR
GOLF « LIMITED
Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses
Tel: 01327 879464
Fax: 01327 705777

1 Jubilee Cottages, Norton Rd,
Daventry, Northants NN11 5LS

Irish Office no. 064 39965

® Construction ® Remodelling
® Reservoir Works

Tel: 01604 468908
180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

J&E ELY

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Reading, Berks
Tel/Fax: 0118 9722257

E-mail: ely@btinternet.com

® O

1 .

in Golf
Course
Construction
JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
“Ashfield House” * 1154 Melton Road
Syston « Leicester * LE7 2HB

Mobile: 0836 553899
Fax: 0116 269 6866

("m'\! Tel: 0116 269 6766
glﬂli‘t
q\'\ec/!

B e L T

¥ Buyers
Guide

LAND UNIT

CONSTRUCTION

Hanslope, Milton Keynes MK19 7BX.
Tel: 01908 510414 Fax: 01908 511056

The most cost effective
 way of reaching readers of
Greenkeeper International.

Just call Cheryl Broomhead
C Equi t or Diane Bray on 01347
gr B ek Drayica 01357
Wherever alphabetical category
PAR WAL listing; the cost starts
from as little as £29.50
4, Par Aide UK per month.

€ Golf Course & Driving Range Equipment
© Range Balls 1 pce & 2 pce

@ Driving Range & Winter Tee Mats

O Atificial Surfaces

© Installers of Perimeter Netting

20A Beeching Park, Wainaright Ad, Bexhi on Sea, East Sussex NG9 3UR
Tel: 01424 819008 Fax: 01424 819007

Duncan Ross

L.and Dyainage

Limited

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

* Latest Sportsturf trenching machine
% Verti Draining  Sand Slitting * Overseeding
* Gravel Banding  Top dressing

Design, installation and maintainence service

Tel: 01257 255321 Fax: 01257 255327
Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancs

Golf Course Drainage
Specialist

For fast and friendly UK
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 0836 259133

LILLLLLL
VANANAN

Specialists in land drainage,
golf course construction and
maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 SEB

Tel: 01722 716361 = Fax: 01722 716828

Drainage.
Sand Slitting.

o~
4
= Vertidraining.

Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274
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SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE

Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service

Contact Geoff Sleath

Tel/Fax: 01709 862075
Mobile: 0976 751742

GLM Turfcare

amelioration and
compaction relief to 55cm depth

Contact James Gibson

Tel: 01694 723815
Fax: 01694 724186

White Horse Contractors
Limited

Vs T

SPECIALIST SPORTS TURF CONTRACTORS

+ CONSULTANCY

Tel: 01865 736 272
¥ 1865 326 176
whe@whitehorsecontractors.co.uk

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD

SPEEDCUT CONTRACTORS

SPORTSTURF
Construction Drainage
Sandslitting  Renovation

KEVIN SMITH
Oxford 01865 331479

Driving Range

éﬁ, :}2 RANGE SERVANT

* BALL DISPENSERS + BALL WASHERS
* COLLECTORS * ELEVATORS *
+ BLOWER SYSTEMS « MATS
* BALL MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS -

20a Beeching Park, Wainwright Rd, Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex TN39 3UR
Tel: 01424 819008 Fax: 01424 819007

Our 10" year supplying biotech solutions

Thinking about a
biological programme?

First ask a biologist

Contact Louisa Farthing BSc
or Stella Inglethorpe BSc
Tel: 01372 456101

Email: fineturf@symbio.co.uk
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Exclusive Leisure Ltd,
28 Cannock Street, Leicester, LE4 9HR
Tel: 0116 233 2255

Fax: 0116 246 1561

TIGER T GOLF MATS’

Quality mats for winter tees,
practice areas and driving ranges.
Any size up to 3m x 3m.

Call now for
* Pro Tee
* mats

* bays

* nets

* signs

* markers
* stones

* bins

* planters
* layouts
* planners

LINKS

Civic Industrial Park

" Whitchurch,
Shropshire
SY131TT

Tel: 01948 663002
Fax: 01948 663082
www.golfiinks.uk.com

Autofiow Systems

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR
WATER REQUIREMENTS ON

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES,
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL

LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD,
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST

British Turf & Landscape
Irrigation Association

“Quality by Association”

Our aim is to ensure
you have the best
possible irrigation
system so we

constantly monitor,
maintain and raise

the standards of our
members.

For a full list of
members contact

David Halford

Tel/Fax: 07041 363130

Coameron

IRRIGATION

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture.
Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment
Existing systems renovated and upgraded

DESIGN  INSTALLATION  SERVICE

Telephone: +44 (0) 1425 474614 ¢
Fax: +44 (0) 1425 471296

http:// www.misc.irrig.co.uk

e mail: enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk

I.L.S. IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

& EQUIPMENT

@ Contact us for irrigation
installation service @
@ Up-dates @ Equipment

sale
L.L.S. Irrigation, (?und?e Road, Lutton,
Peterborough PE8 5ND.

Tel: 01832 272450
Fax: 01832 272191

Irrigation Technical Services

Design * Supply * Installation * Service
Pumps & tanks supplied
Moleplough & trencher hire
All leading manufacturers equipment serviced

IRRIGATION PRODUCTS

AREA DEALER

Tel: 01202 87.42.16 Mobile: 0831 24.22.05

Irrigation
Systems

For

Golf Courses
Sports
Grounds

: = ‘ 2

TV Bowling

» Cost effective solutions to Greens
your irrigation problems t

¢ Independant professional advice etc

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

NORTH STAFFS

lesulﬁtg Watering Specialists

01785 812706

50

Design, Manufacture,
Supply, Installation
& Service.

Ocmis specialise in Irrigation
Systems for Golf Courses,
Sportsgrounds, Recreational,
Amenity & Landscape Areas.
For further information contact:

HEAD OFFICE  SCOTTISH OFFICE
01460 0131
241939 2202102

Independent Professional Irrigation

Golf Courses,Bowling Greens,Sports,Racecourses,Gardens ++ +

New Installations

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Design, supply and installation of

Rav I BIrD.

Irrigation Systems

Tel: 01722 716361

Telephone
01765 602175
01765 690598

B
LB 10X  Fax01765 603488 I

Design. Supply.
Installation.
Service.

Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

IRRIGATION
Golf Course and Sports Turf Irrigation:
Design - Installation - Maintenance * Annual
Service Contracts * New Installations - System
Upgrades - Fully automated PC systems
Independent Installers of Hunter - Logic -
Toro Irrigation Equipment

For advice and a free quotanon, contact our Dowcaser offices

Tel: 01427 874200 Mobile: 07860 542616
Fax: 01427 875333

http://www.oakdale.uk.com  e-mail: enquiries oakdale.uk.com

WARDLE

Consulting Engineers Ltd

INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
& PROJECT MANAGERS

Head Office: Tel/Fax: 01283 711864
Scottish Office: 01259 742447
E-mail: info@wardleconsulting.com

www.wardleconsulting.com

Wate> ‘4’4:

Irrigation ervices

One of the most professional Design, Supply
and installation services in the North.
Trained in Golf Course management, with real
knowledge of irrigation and Golf Course needs.

Effortless i with mi i

Call now on: 01405 814889
Mobile: 07967 504313

You'll be amazed where we rd? up!

YOrk «
Martin

GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
Speak to Europe's most experienced,
independent consultants for objective,
unbiased advice, before deciding
YORK & MARTIN
PO BOX 1192 FORDINGBRIDGE

HANTS, SP6 1YD, U.K. ]

Tel. 01425 652087 Fax. 01425 652476
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Lake Construction/Liners

AQUALINE

Liner Specialists
* Ponds ¢ Lakes * Reservoirs
» Water features

L]
Free survey and advisory service
available. For further assistance
contact Richard Thomas

Tel 01291-625186 Fax 01291-625185

@; Liners for lakes, ponds and

storage lagoons from the
UK’s leading contractor
Comprehensive advice

@; regarding design and
construction of water arcas

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998

E-mail: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk

www.geosynthetic.co.uk

WATERPROOFING

SERVICES

POND & LAKE
LINING SPECIALISTS
CONTACT US ON

TEL: 01249 655539
FAX: 01525 261103

EMAIL: info@waterproofingservices.com

Line Marking

LINE MARKING APPLICATORS
AND AEROSOLS

Blue Diamond STL, Clayfields Industrial Estate,
jckhill Road, Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN4 8QG
Freephone: 0800 5424 004

GRASS

MACHINERY

Large selection of new and
second hand Turf Maintenance
Machinery in stock.

FREE DELIVERY IN UK.
Warranty given. Also interested in
purchasing surplus machines.

Tel/Fax: 01829 720280
Mobile: 0378 063418

Massey Ferguson’s powerful range
of ride on mowers & garden tractors.

* Petrol powered from 10.5 hp to 18 hp
* Diesel powered from 20 hp to 42.5 hp
* Side or rear discharge

* Choice of 2WD
B or 4WD
* Wide cutting
widths

UK Sales Department:
Tel: 024 7685 1202 Fax: 024 7685 1182

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD
SUPPLIERS OF

FENDRESS™ ROOTZONE TO USGA

ECONOMY ROOTZONE
DIVOT MIXES
FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTATION CALL
01858 464346 / 433003

TOPDRESSING SA

TREE SAND - ROOTZO|
DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MA
Freephone Sam on

0800 7317450

Alan Hadley Limited
Fenton House, 102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross, Berks RG7 18J

Apply as Seed Coat or Inoculant

See us at Harrogate

Tel: 01372 456101 Fax: 01372 456099

STRANCO

pH control and dosing systems for your
irrigation water, for improved turf quality.
Nationwide installation and commissioning

service and advice. Conract Brian Sykes

USF STRANCO
Priory Works, Tonbridge, Kent TN11 0QL
Telephone: 01732 354888 Fax: 01732 354222

Railway Sleepers

LANDSCAPING
GRADE SLEEPERS
SELECTED HARDWOOD

B Es QUALITY

PRICES
A SO [T
COCKLESHELL PATH MEDIA

FINETURF PRODUCTS
Tel: 01375 361606

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

TEL: 01302 888676 FAX: 01302 880547

*WE WILL BEAT »
ANY
GENUINE
QUOTE

* DELIVERY+
ANY AREA

* NO MINIMUM «
ORDER

Crossing Ti 'osts
and Teleg ph Poles

QUALITY RAILWAY SLEEPERS
From a Quality Assured Company
Best prices on all grades
(Softwood/Hardwood/Concrete)

CROSSING TIMBERS
12 x 12 BAULK TIMBERS
NEW UNTREATED OAK SLEEPERS
Large stocks nationwide. Immediate delivery, any area

@@ TRACKWORK

LIMITED
Tel: 01302 365222 Fax: 01302 341691

A Major Supplier since 1975
Email: info@trackwork.co.uk
Website: www.trackwork.co.uk

Great sport is built on

National suppl:ers of
sports surface materials:

* Sand * Rootzor.es * Pathway Materials
« Loksand ¢ Drainage Aggregates

For further details telephone
01298 213740

/%

Tarmac

Sports Netting

TILDENET @S

Contact your local distributor or call the Tildenet
Sports Department for further information

Tel: +44 (0)117 966 9684
 Teaching Golf Net & Frame

* Target Greens

* Anti-ball Plugging Nets

* Padded & Net Bay Dividers
* Bunker Membrane

* Perimeter Fencing

* Ball-stop Net

* Grass Germination

* Anti-dazzle Netting
* Water Hog

Turf )
%Management

Top Dressings

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD
EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF

FENDRESS GREENTOP™ &
FENDRESS™ TOP DRESSINGS

SUPERIOR, CONSISTENT TOP DRESSINGS AT

AFFORDABLE PRICES
TEL: 01858 4564346 / 433003

“. BOUGHTON _
« LOAM LTD

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants

Tel: 01536 510515
for
Turf Dressing
Root Zone Mixes
Screened Top Soils
Bunker Sands
Horticultural Composts

“Pre-germinated grass seed”
“Liquid Sod” Spray-on grass
Herbicides
Grass Seed
Fertilisers

Systems

Dromangh Farm, Sevenhills Road,
Iverheath, Bucks, SLO OPA

Tel: 01895 834411

R I TEC“NOLO
BRITAIN'S NO 1 FOR
QUALITY AND SERVICE

TOP DRESSING « CONSTRUCTION

ROOT ZONES
SANDS « GRAVELS « GRASS SEED
SOIL « PATHWAY MATERIALS
Eaton Hall Quarry, Manchester Rd.
Congleton, Cheshire CW 12 2LU

Tel: 01260 281801

N
(Soil Shredders /Mixers
Screeners

Make valuable compost and dressings
on site. Wide range of models available.

[
s I s I Tel: 01625 503030
Fax: 01625 427426
LSISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD )

MOTOKOV UK Lid, Bergen Way, Kings Lynn, Noriok PE02JH

Mistral

(37-47HP)
From £9,900+VAT

*Powered by Yanmar Diesel
*Sensibly priced

*540/750 Groundspeed PTO
*Excellent manoeuvrability

Tel: 01553 817700 Fax: 01553 691201
TRACTORS AT REALISTIC PRICES

BIG
TREES

from our nurseries. Nationwide

planting service f required

TREE

MOVING

Move your own trees at a
fraction of the cost with our
fleet of modern tree spades.

Turf

Greens Turf

Grown on top quality USGA spec
root zone & maintained at 6mm
completely chemical free

Bent/Fescue or Creeping Bent
AGATES NURSERY FARM
Tel: 0118 932 4910 Fax: 0118 932 4913

*Interest-free Finance

*Electro hydraulic Twin
Diff Lock
Turf tyres available

e

NATURE
Jfirsi

Nature First Ltd.
Wood Lane Nursery
Down Hatherley
Gloucester
GL2 9QB
Tel: 01452 731199
Fax: 01452 731131

E-mall trees@ereefinderuk.com

Turf Growers
and Innovators of
Turfgrass Systems

The Chestnuts, Wilberfoss,
York, YO41 5NT

Tel: 01759 321000
Fax: 01759 380130

e-mail: info@inturf.co.uk
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NORTH WEST
TURF©®)

QUALITY SEEDED TURF GROWERS

® Greens Turf

® Tees Turf

@ Revetting Turf

@ Next day nationwide delivery

All grown on beautiful sandy soil
and TGA approved turf

TEL: 01695 422144

Q Lawns §>

Growers of Quality Turf
Q Master (no ryegrass) for

Golf Greens, Croquet Lawns
Q Lawn (with ryegrass) for
General Landscaping & Retail
Quality Service with next day
Nationwide Deliveries
Quality Fair Prices -
No Hidden Costs

Tel: 0845 70 23 979
Fax: 01842 827911

ISO 9002 - TGA certified turf

Official Suppliers to
Royal Botanic Gardens KEW

www.glawns.co.uk
Email: sales@qlawns.co.uk

GROWERS
AND SUPPLIERS
OF QUALITY CULTIVATED
Ry ., TEES, GREENS AND AMENITY

_) TURF COUNTRYWIDE

TEL: 01427 890797
FAX: 01427 891785

Email: info@proturf.co.uk

TT ProTurf Ltd

NORTH CARR FARM, WEST STOCKWITH, NR
DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE DN10 48D

Turf Dressings

BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
'+ GOLF TURF DRESSINGS ' SAND -
+- SCREENED TOP SOIL :+ FEN SOIL
Deliveries Nationwide

BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
Tel: 01603 754607

=== BOURNE ==

Manufacturers of quality dressings, including
green organic, fensoil & loams, for fairways,
greens & tees, in loads of all sizes

Serving the South of England.

NATIONWIDE
VERTIDRAIN HIRE
SELF-OPERATED
OR WITH OPERATOR

TRACTOR WITH 1.6 mt
£500/WEEK
TRACTOR WITH 2 mt
£700/WEEK

Tel: 01522 869100
www.countygrass.co.uk

PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain C for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service
Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211
or Mobile 0850 612061

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill, Hurst Green,
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7QA

Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115

"WORTH |
DRAINING
VERTIDRAINING and

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS
FREEPHONE 0500 432 120

or 0780 125 6767
DAY OR NIGHT
FOR ALL TYPES OF AERATION,
CULTIVATIQN AND SEEDING,
CONTACT MICHAEL SEWARD AT

SEWARD TURF MAINTENANCE
YORK

Vertidraining Hire Classified

L

SiSIS DIRECT

Various SISIS S/H aerators,scarifiers, top-dressers,
sweepers, seeders, etc. refurbished by the manufacturer.
Stock constantly changing - phone for details and prices.

Also extensive range of hire equipment including stone
removers, trenchers, aerators, seeders, top dressers, etc.

Phone 01625 503030 2}

FOR THE VERY LATEST NEWS, FEATURES AND
INFORMATION FROM THE FINETURF INDUSTRY

GET ONLINE AT

www.bigga.org.uk

TURF MACHINERY ENGINEERING

Toro GM 3000D greensmower c/w groomers
Fully overhauled, only 900 hours
£7,850+VAT

Toro 216 triple mower
Fully serviced units overhauled
£2,750+ VAT

Tel: 01932 565097

Visit the new BIGGA website @

www.bigga.org.uk
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FOR SALE

3 X Mete-R-Matic
FI5B Pedestrian
Greens Top Dresser

Cushman GA60 truckster
mounted Aerator

All in good working order
Phone for details

0li3 267 6000

For Sale

John Deere 755 Compact Tractor fitted
with grass tyres and Twose Link box.
Reconditioned engine June 2000.

Bills in excess of £2000 VGC

£3,500+VAT
Tel: 01564 783444
Bunker Woll®
BUNKER EROSION
CONTROL

If you are interested in
becoming a distributor for
this amazing new erosion
control product, contact:

BunkerNet, Inc.
908-470-0711
www.bunkernetl.com

Job Shop

Head Greenkeeper 32 years old
with sixteen years experience,
eight as head greenkeeper,
seeks position in Scotland.
Highly qualified including 26
Scotvec modules, Phase 3 City
and Guilds, First Aid, PA1 and 6,
Chainsaw and an HND in
Enterprise and Man Management.
Hard working and competent in
all aspects of greenkeeping
including construction and grow
in period.

JS/115/00

21 year old seeks Assistant
Greenkeeper post.

1'/2 years experience.

NVQ1, studying for HNC Golf
Course Management.

Any area considered.

JS/116/00
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Recruitment

Cannington College

S EOUMTECRNS T E T

We are lvuking for the BEST!

Lecturer in Greenkeeping
& Sportsturf Management

circa £16,000 - £24,000 per annum

Applications are invited for the above appointment t
teach on a range of courses, from NVQ to HND level,
cuvering Greenkeeping and Sportsturf Managemen.

Applicants must have substantial relevant expericnce
of the industry and an appropriate qualification
‘Teaching experience or a willingness to obtain a tormal
teaching qualification, together with D32 and D33 would
be desirable. An understanding or appucation of
information and communication technologies is important

For an application pack, contact the Personnel Section
on 01278 655060 (24 hour answerphone) at
Cannington College, Cannington. Bridgwater, Souerset
TAS5 2LS. Fax: 01278 655055.

Closing date for applications: &
15th Seprember 2000. s pnS

OAKLANDS CAMPUS

Learning Assistant -

Greenkeeping

£14,499 - £17,385
37 hours/52 weeks
Ref: S254/LAG/GI

With a minimum of 2 years' recent practical experience in green-
keeping or sportsturf management and a relevant NVQ Level 3
qualification or equivalent, we require a resourceful individual to
join our specialist team to provide learning support and assess-
ment to students studying for a range of greenkeeping
qualifications. You will also be responsible for the maintenance
of the college golfing facilities and sportsground. You will prefer-
ably possess TDLB D32/33 or a commitment to gain these.

For further information and an application form, please apply to:
The Personnel & Development Unit, Oaklands College, Oaklands
Campus, Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL4 OJA or telephone
01727 737748 (24 hour answerphone).

Please quote the above reference.
Closing date: 15th September 2000.

Q)

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Classified Information

Do you have a machine that is

surplus to your requirements?

Or are you wanting to buy that
specific piece of equipment,

but don't quite know where to

find it? Then why not advertise

your Sales and/or Wants in
Greenkeeper International's

Classified section?

For as little as £57, your boxed
advert will be seen by over

10,000 readers of this award
winning publication. Simply

complete the order form on

the right (in block capitals

please), not forgetting to

include your name, address

and telephone or fax number.

Upon receipt, your order will

be acknowledged by telephone

or fax, along with details of

the cost and publication date

of the next edition.

The deadline for inclusion in

Remember, send no money

October’s Classified section,

now, an invoice will be raised

is Monday, September 11, 2000

after publication.

Send your completed order form to: Cheryl Broomhead, Greenkeeper International, BIGGA
HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF, or alternatively fax the form to us on 01347 833802 QEQ‘!_!SEEI)_CI‘
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Recruitment

CLWB GOLFF PWLLHELI
PWLLHELI GOLF CLUB

Have a vacancy for a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

A vacancy for the above post will become available on the retirement of our
present Head Greenkeeper in March 2001. This is a unique opportunity to
manage and maintain this established seaside course. A job description,
person specification and application forms are available by writing to me:

The Office Manager, Clwb Golff Pwllheli,
Golf Road, Pwllheli, Gwynedd LLs3 5PS
Tel: 01758 701644

NEVILL GOLF CLUB

TUNBRIDGE "WELLS

Applications are invited for the position of

ASSISTANT

HEAD GREENKEEPER

The Nevill Golf Club is an 18 hole parkland
course fully equipped with modern greenkeeping
machinery. The Club is over 80 years old and
has hosted several major County events.

Applicants should be suitably experienced with
relevant qualifications and possess good
management expertise.

A good financial package is available for the
successful applicant.

Please apply in writing with full CV
and current salary details to:

Mr T J Fensom, Secretary/Manager,
Nevill Golf Club, Benhall Mill Road,
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5JW

THE ROYAL GUERNSEY AND L'ANCRESSE GOLF CLUBS

Requires a

GREENKEEPER

The L'Ancresse Course is a well-established 18 hole Links
Course on the north coast of the island of Guernsey.
The successful applicant will be fully qualified and have
experience of Greenkeeping techniques and irrigation
systems preferably gained on a links course.

Appropriate Greenkeeping qualifications and supervisory skills
and the ability to lead and motivate staff, together with the
energy and enthusiasm to develop and implement a plan of

course improvements are essential.

It is envisaged that the contract will be for a period of 5 to 7
years and will include an allowance for accommodation.

Please apply in writing with full CV to:-

Golf Course Management LBG
c/o Oakleigh, Guelles Road, St Peter Port GY1 2DB
or email: aden@gtonline.net

WINDMILL VILLAGE GOLF CLUB

Requires a

i MECHANIC

Relevant qualifications and minimum 7 years experience with golf course equipment.

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

Qualifications and experience an advantage.

Fax or mail full CV's to:

Head Greenkeeper, Windmill Village Hotel & Golf Club,
Birmingham Road, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9AL  Fax: 02476 40 70 16

headland

AMENITY PRODUCTS

Area Manager - North

Headland Amenity Limited is one of the fastest growing
companies in the UK amenity market, with a wide range of
quality fertilisers, pesticides, wetting agents and bio-
stimulants, including a number of market leading brands.

To ensure continued growth we are expanding our sales force
to include this newly created post. We are looking for a
person with proven success in a sales role within the
amenity market. The successful candidate will have strong
interpersonal skills who can communicate with both
distributor and end users and has in-depth knowledge of
the market, ideally with BASIS certification.

The remuneration package will be attractive and competitive.

If you have the necessary skills, experience and ambition to -
succeed in this role, please send your CV or phone:

Mark De Ath, Managing Director, Headland Amenity Limited,
Norfolk House, Great Chesterford Court, Great Chesterford,
Essex, CB10 1PF Telephone 01673 828753
Email: mark.de-ath@headlandgroup.com

60 Greenkeeper International September 2000



mailto:mark.de-ath@headlandgroup.com
mailto:aden@gtonline.net

Recruitment

PORTERS PARK GOLF CLUB
RADLETT, HERTFORDSHIRE

COURSE MANAGER

__BERKHAMSTED GOLF CLUB |
ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Should be qualified to NVQ Level 2.
Please apply in writing with CV to:-

Gerald Bruce, Berkhamsted Golf Club,
Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire HP4 2QB

Enthusiastic, hard working, competent Greenkeeper required to

complement our existing team to care for our mature parkland course.

To work closely with the Course Manager in managing and
motivating staff as well as training junior greenkeepers.

Five years experience. Qualified to NVQ Level 3. Spraying Certificates.
Salary Negotiable

Applications in writing, enclosing CV to:

M J Smith, Course Manager, Porters Park Golf Club,
Shenley Hill, Radlett, Herts WD7 7AZ

STRATFORD ON AVON GOLF CLUB

Require an

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

An enthusiastic and hardworking individual is required to join our existing team.
NVQ Level 2 along with PA1, PA2 and PA6 qualifications preferred.

Apply in writing with full CV to:

The Course Manager, Stratford on Avon Golf Club,
Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BA

gy
E
Birchwood Park Golf Centre

As part of the progressive Burhill Golf Group, Birchwood
Park is a quality pay and play golf centre near Swanley,
Kent. We are seeking a suitably qualified and experienced

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

to lead the development of 27 holes and driving range. In return
for providing you with an attractive package, excellent resources,
and pleasant working environment, we require leadership,
motivational and organisational skills, the ability to manage
resources and a commitment to continual improvement.

WOODCOTE PARK GOLF CLUB

Requires an

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Minimum qualifications of NVQ Level 2.
Salary and conditions negotiable. Accommodation available.

Please apply in writing with full CV to:

Mr K R Brabbins, General Manager, Woodcote Park Golf Club,
Meadow Hill, Bridle Way, Couldsdon, Surrey CR5 2QQ

Applications in writing with full c.v. including current salary to:
Mr B Taylor, Regional Operations Manager
Burhill Golf Centres Ltd
Burhill, WALTON-ON-THAMES, Surrey KT12 4BX

Closing Date for applications is 21 September 2000

Royal Automobile Club

Assistant Greenkeeper Required

Applications are invited from enthusiastic and hard working
greenkeepers to join our existing team. Qualified to
NVQ Level 2 with PA1, PA2 and PA6 qualifications preferred.

We have 2 x 18 hole golf course, a new greenkeepers complex and
offer good wages, a contributory pension scheme and meals on duty.

Application forms from: The Human Resource Department,
Royal Automobile Club, Woodcote Park Clubhouse, Wilmerhatch Lane,
Epsom, Surrey KT18 7EW. Tel: 01372 229 282 (9am - 3pm).
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-Feature listing from
September '98

September '98; Nine holers —
Tolladine and Fingle Glen, Turf, Steve
Clement profile, Drainage, World
Scientific Congress report

October '98; Saltex Review, BIGGA
Retrospective, Stirling GC, Toro
Awards Preview, Tree grants

November '98; Royal Opening,
Ramside Hall GC, Gang Mowers,
Hayter International report,
Irrigation Systems

December '98; Toro Awards,
Environment Awards, The Appliance of
Science, Engines, Architects, BTME
Preview

January '99; Pesticide Usage, Life in
Colorado, Lyshott Heath GC, Worm
Research, Stylo Matchmaker profile,
Temporary Greens

February "99; Westerham GC:
R&A questionaire results; Finland;
grass cutting; BTME99 Review;
Bernhard and Co

March '99; Loch Lomond, Worm
update, GrassRoots, Softspikes, /
Maintenance facilities, Environment
review, Architecture

April '99; Carden Park,
Telecommunications, Water
Management, Rolawn, Seeds

May '99; Security, Bude and North
Cornwall GC, Spraying Regulations,
Jim Arthur, The Acid Theory,
Amenity Technology profile

June '99; Thorpeness GC,
Millennium Bug Busting, Irrigation,
Scotts profile, Company adaptability

July '99; Carnoustie, Golf Course
Furniture, Spike Research, Toro
profile, BIGGA Silent Auction

August '99; Viscount Whitelaw
tribute; Open review; Merrist Wood;
Saltex preview; Turf; Trees; Grass
Cutting; BIGGA Golf Day review;
Redexim profile

'99; Slaley Hall; Tyres;
Spotlight on Thatch; Elmwood
College Awards; National
Championship preview

October "99; The Manor House,
Castle Combe; Aeration; Saltex
review; Mycorrhizas; Toro Award
preview

November '99; Sir Michael
Bonallack interview; The Pines GC;
Oil; Bunkers; National Championship
review

December '99; Agronomy; Security;
Environment Competition Winner;
Toro Award Winners

January 2000; Greens Construction;
Awkward Jobs; Sandy McDivot;
Agronomy; Toro Award review

February 2000; BTME2000 review;
Committed to Green interview; Rookery
Park GC; Engines; Chairman'’s profile;
Environmental Management

March 2000; Cleobury Mortimer GC;
Course Furniture; R&A Conference
Report; Cutting heights; Avoncrop pro-
file; Valderrama report; Westurf preview

April 2000; Fortrose & Rosemarkie GC;
Utility Vehicles; Irrigation; Seed breeding;
Gem Professional profile.

May 2000; Ross-on-Wye GC; Top
Dressing; Course Mapping; Compact
Tractors

June 2000; National Championship
preview; Spraying; World Education
Conference review; Environmental
Management; Mowers

July 2000; Open Championship
Preview; Dougal Duguid Court Case
Report; Pest Control; Aventis profile;
Course Conditioning

August 2000; Open Championship
review; Water Features; Saltex preview;
Charcoal; Malone GC; Royal County

Down; Grand Tour Scholarship
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AS‘SEE"."AS’SEE[k.

The view from the 12th tee on the
new Lynedoch course at Murrayshall,
in Perthshire is magnificent and I was
fortunate to be able to savour it on the
opening day of this beautiful new
course. Designed by Hamilton Stutt
and moulded into great condition by
lan MacMillan MG and his staff, this
is a thinking course, no place for the
slogger here and I would thoroughly rec-
ommend it to anyone.

My thanks to Mr A.C. Van Gils, the
owner and a marvellous host, for my
invitation to what was an excellent day:
To Ian MacMillan, my thanks for your
company and forall the interesting infor-
mation on the course. I must say that
the greens were in tremendous shape
considering they are under a year old.

On Sunday Iul),' 16, I attended the
Opening Ceremony of the World
Junior Championships held at Crail GC
in N E Fife. "hmt was something to see
as Sir Michael Bonallack opened the

Championship with 75 youngsters .

from 75 different countries all lined up
to listen to his welcoming words. There
was a flag raising ceremony and instead
of 75 di%fcrcnt flags which could have
been problematic, one flag had been
made up with the flags of the 75 coun-
tries on it, what a souvenir that would
be. What was just as impressive as that
was when I returned on the Tuesday
for the final day’s play and prize giving
ceremony. The play of these young peo-
ple over a very tough course was of a
very high standard as was their sports-
manship and the friendliness between
thcmsc{vcs and also their hosts. I was
privileged to be able to present the BIG-
GA trophy to Steven Jeppesen, from
Sweden, and a name I will watch out
for in the future.

memorable

month

From there to The Open for what was
another great week in all ways. Scott
covered most of the news in his report
last month. Suffice for me to say a big
thank you to all the Support Team for
another job well done with their usual
good humour and hard work. Did I
say hard work, had it easy this year lads
eh! Lowest total of bunkers ever, no
wonder you had so much energy at
night!. It was almost a moist eyed (yes
even among these hardened green-
keepers) farewell supper on the Sunday
night when I was delighted to make a
small presentation to Cecil George and
Jimmy Neilson as this was their last
Open as official BIGGA starters. They
have officiated at every Open since we
started in 1984 and it won't be quite
the same without them but I hope they
will grace us with their presence in the
future.

Among the highlights for me during
the week was attending the Golf
Witers’ Dinner with Scott on Tuesday
night and seeing at first hand some of
the people who, for me, brighten up
any golf tournament. No, I'm not talk-
ing about Olazabal, Garcia, Torrance,
Horton, Faldo, Jacklin and other pros
who were there. For me it’s reading the
reports of Norman Mair, Michael
McDonnell, Jock MacVicar and many
others who start my day off. i

On the Friday night I was invited
along with Neil, to the Captain of the
R&ASs suite which overlooks the 18th
fairway and green and a pleasant
evening was capped as we watched
Tiger Woods playing the last hole from
one of the best viewing points in St
Andrews.

On August 1, I had the honour of
accepting a Gold Award at the Annual
Green Apples Awards ceremony held in
the luxurious surroundings of the Cafe
Royale, in Regent Street, London. This
award is in recognition of the contri-
bution the BIGGA Environment
Competition makes towards improving
the environment in the UK

During my travels this year I have had
the opportunity to talk with many
greenkeepers from all over the country
and from all types of golf club, big and
small. It is apparent that, in a I:u%{e
number of cases, the working condi-
tions have improved tremendously
with better wages and working envi-
ronment, with many new facilities
being built and provision of good cloth-
ing and footwear, not just wellies and
rubber waterproofs.

Many of these improvements can be

put down to the better standard of edu-
cated greenkeeper who is able to argue
his case for all tl}wse improvements than
in years gone by.

However, there are still many poorly
paid, poorly equipped greenkeeping
staff working in ba({ly lit, cold, damp
maintenance facilities. Certain areas of
the country fare worse than others,
especially on the wages front. Cornwall
& Devon, parts of Northern England,
parts of Scotland and Wales are exam-
ples but it’s probably fair to say that
every area of Britain has its good and
bad clubs.

In some of these cases it's annoying
to hear that the club could find £30 to
£35,000 for a dedicated fairway mow-
er but could not give their staff a decent
pay rise. Don’t get me wrong, I'm not
against fairway mowers, they make a
wonderful job, the quality of cut is
excellent and the fairways look lovely.
Mind you, it makes no difference to
90% of the club members in the exe-
cution of the shot.

What I am against is that the look of
fairways should be considered before
the welfare of the greenkeeping staff. It
is time that many of these clubs took
a long hard look at themselves and
asked the question: “How can we pos-
sibly ask our green staff to work in those
conditions for that wage and would we
do it?” It would be nice to hear of one
club that said for £30,000 we could give
each of our staff more money and help
upgrade their facilities and conditions.

[ am not for a minute saying clubs
should not buy fairway mowers, I will
be buying one myself next year, but
they should be bought when the time
is right for a particular club, after all the
main priorities have been taken care of,
not because club B along the road has
one and their fairways are terrific.
Certainly not before the green staff are
well paid and have been provided with
good facilities and conditions. A well
paid, well equipped staff will always
give greater return.

There is a time in the life of every

problem when it is big enough to
see yet small enough to solve

Had I
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Once you get your 'I'IIIIE-SIIIII’AI:E® Vibratory rollers you will be able to:

True up your greens after aeration
Vibrate your sand in after topdressing
Roll instead of mowing after spraying
Keep your greens true after you stop cutting this season

Relax after all!
\ Book a FREE demo before you forget!
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