
N o r t h 
Rejo in ing the Sec t ion th i s 

mon th is Stuar t Grif f i ths , of 
Letham Grange. Stuar t s tar ted 
his greenkeeping at Tain and 
has been at Letham Grange for 
several years now. 

Last mon th I had my weekend 
at the Ma je s t i c Hote l in 
Harrogate , my prize from the 
raffle at BTME in January. 

It was f u n n y being there and 
no t seeing all the famil iar faces 
and hear ing the buzz f rom the 
bar, st i l l ve ry e n j o y a b l e 
though . As usual the food was 
good and the pool nice and 
warm. 

We let go of the Nor r i e 
W h y t o c k Trophy at 
Auch t e r a rde r recently. The 
Sect ion t eam of S tewar t 
McBain , Hugh Mac la t ch ie , 
John Geddes and Jock Urquhar t 
were unsuccessful as the East 
Section team were victorious. 
Sponsors , Avent is , mus t be 
thanked for a great day and 
thanks also to all at the Club, 
especially Archie D u n n and his 
staff. 

The Section AGM is on the 
26 th of this mon th at Royal 
Aberdeen GC. Let 's have a good 
t u r n o u t this year. 

Anyone want ing to pu t their 
name forward for commit tee , 
please get in t ouch wi th 
Secretary Dougal Duguid on 
01224 740329 for details. 

The same guys have been run-
ning the Section for a while now 
and it is only fair t ha t others 
come forward to ei ther share 
the load or take over. This is 
your chance to do your bit and 
have your say. See you there. 

I have just a t t ended one of my 
t ra ining days for my SVQ Level 
3 fast t rack through Elmwood 
College. It is hard work for 
someone who hasn ' t been in 
college for many years, but will 
be wor th it in the end. 

I really th ink this is the way 
forward for Senior greenkeepers 
who don ' t have the t ime to 
a t t end block release bu t wish to 
keep up with things educat ion-
al, which is essential in our 
business. 

We are still working out the 
two lucky winners of this year 's 
Patrons ' Award as the system 
for ca lcula t ing was modi f ied 
slightly. 

The two winners will know 
soon and everyone else can f ind 
out in the next magazine along 
with news from the Nat ional 
Championsh ips in St Annes and 
anyth ing else I can drag up! 

I A Macleod 

W e s t 
Welcome again to a n o t h e r 

news round up. 
An Education/Golf out ing has 

been arranged for October 31 at 
Elmwood Golf Developments . 
The agenda for the day includes 
a t o u r of the faci l i t ies , an 
overview of the EGD, quest ion 
and answer session, lunch and 
golf. 

Numbers for this out ing are 
restr icted to 30, it is therefore 
str ict ly a first come first serve 
basis . Appl ica t ion fo rms are 
available from Sandy Bulloch. 
Those interested should contact 
Sandy on Tel:-01506 612423 . 

N o t r a n s p o r t has been 
arranged for this out ing as the 
cost of coach hire for such a 
small number would be prohib-
itive. 

The annual d inner will be held 
at Victoria 's , Friday, November 
17. The cost is £20 a head and 
t ickets will be available very 
soon. F i f ty seats have been 
booked so it is recommended 
tha t you book yours quickly as 
this has proved to be a popular 
venue. 

Monday, September 4 the 
annua l Club Stewards versus 
Greenkeepers challenge, played 
at C a t h c a r t Cast le GC. The 
weather and company was good, 
however, the golr was even bet-
ter, wi th a resounding victory 
for the Greenkeepers. 

T h e resul t . Greenkeepers -5 
Club Stewards-1. The players 
represent ing the Greenkeepers 
team: R Boyd, T. Hindmarch , S. 
Taylor, S. Ballantyne, G. Jarvis, 
C. George, D. McLaren , D. 
Duth ie , A. Wright , I. Wilson, B. 
Hillen and A. Jack. 

T h a n k s go to the Club 
S tewards for organis ing th i s 
year 's f ixture, thanks also to 
Ca thcar t Castle GC for use of 
their facilities on the day also 
to Jim and Linda Adams for 
the i r sp lend id ca te r ing and 
f ina l ly t h a n k s to Tom 
Hindmarch and his staff for all 
their ef for ts on the day. 

Any news or views, contac t me 
on any of the following: H 0141 
776 1532/ M 0 7 0 5 0 173080 
email Ryrug@lineone.net 

Gavin Jarvis 

C e n t r a l 
Another new member joins us 

th is m o n t h and he is John 
Wr igh t . John is Head 
Greenkeeper at Lundin Ladies 
Golf Club , in Fife, and we 
extend a warm welcome to him 
from everyone in the Section. 

The Section AGM will be held 
on Tuesday, October 31 in the 
premises of Sco t t i sh Grass 
M a c h i n e r y at Inverke i th ing , 
Fife. Steven Mclnroy, General 
Manager of SGM, has kindly 
agreed to suppor t us prior to the 

meet ing and has arranged a vis-
it to the Old Course at St 
Andrews with t ranspor t provid-
ed from Inverkei thing and back, 
lunch and a presenta t ion by 
SGM followed by the AGM and 
all this for free! Can ' t be bad! 
So please t ry and give your 
Section commit tee some sup-
por t , you never know, you 
might even end up as one or us! 
On the commit tee tha t is. 

Full details of the above event 
along with your allocation of 
'Club 2 0 0 0 ' t ickets, I can hear 
most of you saying "Oh! not 
again", should have reached you 
by now, if not just get in touch 
and I will send everything out 
to you. 

This mon th ' s winning number 
in 'Club 2 0 0 0 ' is 0 0 2 9 9 and the 
lucky person is Brian Lawrie, 
from Elie Golf Club. Well done 
Brian! 

The Annua l In te r Sec t ion 
match for the Norrie W h y t o c k 
Trophy was played at 
Auchterarder Golf Club recent-
ly and the Central Section were 
runners-up for the second year 
running, but I have it on good 
au thor i ty tha t they are deter-
mined to improve on this result 
next year. Well done to team 
members Archie Dunn , Andy 
O 'Hara , Derek Scott and James 
'Seve' Seivwright. 

A message for David at 
L iphook , David I will get 
a round to answering your let ter 
shortly, Hones t ! 

John Crawford 

N o r t h E a s t 
Recent ly the N o r t h e r n 

Regional Final was held. This 
let ter is for the benef i t of the 
two players who failed to tu rn 
up on the day. Not only did they 
let the Section down, but the 
sponsors and the i r fel low 
Sect ion members . Can t hey 
imagine how the rest of the 
team felt when they had trav-
elled so far to f ind out they were 
disqualif ied before they hit a 
ball. There is no excuse for this 
behav iou r as t hey had four 
weeks to pick up the phone to 
cancel, considering there were 
plenty of reserves to take their 
place. These two members will 
have had a l e t t e r f rom the 
Section commit tee by the t ime 
this comes into pr int . 

Win te r lectures will again be 
ar ranged this year. Members 
will be not i f ied as soon as pos-
sible. 

Jimmy Richardson 

N o r t h W e s t 
The last day of August and the 

sun is c racking the flags. 
Perhaps September will be the 
s tar t of some dry weather giv-
ing us the chance to get a good 
star t to the winter work pro-
gramme. Royal Birkdale was the 
venue for the ladies "Open" this 
mon th , Chris Whi t t l e and his 
staff had the course in lovely 
condi t ion, a l though it is unusu-
al to see a links course looking 
so green and lush in August. 
Well done to the Birkdale staff, 
who have tu rned the course into 
a t rue links course. 

Two golf matches were played 
this mon th , the first being the 
Regional Final at Fishwick Hall 
Golf Club. The six Sections in 
the Nor the rn Region provided 
six players, who had qualified 
f rom the i r respect ive spring 
t o u r n a m e n t s , to play in the 
final. Even though each player 
had received a copy of the start-
ing t imes, and the format , only 
one Section tu rned up with a 
ful l t e am. N o r t h West , 
N o r t h e r n , Shef f i e ld and 
Cleveland Sections arrived with 
five players, and the Nor th East 
section had only four players, 
with Nor th Wales having six 
players. The format was a medal 
round, with the best five scores 
to coun t . The winners were 
Cleveland 370 pts, Nor th Wales 
371 pts , Shef f ie ld 3 7 7 pts , 
Nor th West 393 pts, Nor thern 
3 9 6 p ts . The N o r t h East 
Section having only four play-
ers could not compete . 

The winning team received the 
Shield and each player received 
a medal. I would like to thank 
Richard Campey (Macclesfield) 
for once again sponsoring the 
day which was en joyed by 
everyone, Fishwick Hall Golf 
Club for allowing us the cour-
tesy of the course, the caterers 
for a lovely meal, and Paul 
Eddles tone and his staff for 
preparing an excellent course on 
the day. The only bad point on 
the day was tha t certain mem-
bers of the t eams fai led to 
arrive, therefore le t t ing their 
Sections down. I hope Section 
secretaries will note their names 
and make sure they don ' t get 
t he o p p o r t u n i t y to qua l i fy 
again. 

The second match was the 
"Roses M a t c h " p layed at 
Longridge Golf Club. Although 
we tu rned up with a full team, 
and Longridge was our choice of 
venue, we were well s tuffed. 
The Nor the rn Section won by 
5.5 to 2.5 and once again 
retained the "Patt ison" Cup. I 
will no t c o m m e n t any more 
about the golf, (I am sure you 
can read a full report in the 
Nor the rn notes?) bu t I would 
like to t hank Longridge GC for 
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allowing us the courtesy of the 
course, the caterers for a lovely 
meal, and of course Patt issons 
for sponsoring this very popu-
lar tou rnament . 

The next golf in the Section is 
the Presidents Cup and AGM at 
Wilmslow Golf C lub on 
Thursday N o v e m b e r 30. We 
have the tee f rom 10am and 
once the golf is completed we 
will have the AGM before the 
evening meal, and prize presen-
tation. All entr ies to be in by 
Friday, November 24, including 
a cheque for £15 made out to 
BIGGA N o r t h West . Send 
entries to Bill M e r r i t t , 225 
Utting Avenue, Liverpool L4 
9RB. Telephone 0151 2 8 4 4 4 1 6 . 
If you do not play golf you can 
still a t t end the AGM and have 
a meal. Tha t seems to be it for 
now but any news or views 
please con t ac t me on 0 1 5 1 
7245412. 

Bert Cross 

N o r t h W a l e s 
Well it has been a long t ime 

hasnt it, enjoyed your summer 
lads and lasses I th ink not . No-
ones been in touch except Andy 
Peel so I've nowt to write about . 

Anyhow a u t u m n mee t at 
Vicars Cross youll all recieve 
your forms winter lectures are 
being arranged I will let you 
know in due course see you all 
soon. 

Dave Goodridge 

Eas t M i d l a n d 
This year 's East Midlands V 

East of England golf match was 
played at the excellent venue of 
Burghley Park G.C. on August 
15. The fo rma t for the day 
being a t en-a-s ide Fourbal l 
Better-Ball Matchp lay . On a 
fine warm a f t e r n o o n and 
evening in near perfect condi-
tions some excellent golf was 
played by both teams, with the 
East Midlands again proving a 
little too strong for their oppo-
nents, winning by a four games 
to one margin. 

The Sect ion also won the 
Nearest the pin (Mark Bindley), 
and Longest Dr ive (Gavin 
Robson) prizes. The Sect ion 
was represented by the follow-
ing members. Jeff Dickinson, 
Pete Billings, Gary T h u r m a n , 
Steve Goode, Adi Porter, Ian 
Needham, A n t o n y Bindley, 
Steve To 1 ley, Mark Bindley and 
°ur Chairman Gavin Robson. I 
would like to t hank all those 
members who tu rned out on the 

day at such short notice, and 
hopeful ly more members will be 
interested in playing in next 
years fixture. Congra tu la t ions 
should also be extended to all 
members of the East of England 
Section for making this such an 
enjoyable fixture. 

Finally, I would like to t hank 
all the Greenkeeping Staff at 
Burghley Park for set t ing up 
such a neat and t idy golf course, 
the Steward for a fantas t ic meal 
and Burghley Park G.C. for 
allowing us all courtesy of their 
great course. Last, bu t not least 
our new sponsors Barenbrug for 
providing a grand prize table. 

Congra tu la t ions should also 
go to Ian Needham, of Beedles 
Lake GC, for his day as Club 
Capta in on August 12 as a guest 
of Ian's I was invited to play on 
the day and f inished with a 
respec tab le 3 5 p t s Singles 
Stableford and thus winning the 
guest compet i t ion for the day. 
Thanks for the invite Ian, hope 
t ha t the rest of the year as 
Capta in is just as successful for 
you. 

Has anyone else any news they 
would like to see in this column, 
if so please give me a ring and 
let me know. 

An tony Bindley 

B e r k s B u c k s a n d O x o n 
The summer t o u r n a m e n t was 

held at Richings Park GC. This 
was our second visit to the 
course and Phil Russell and his 
staff once again p roduced a 
course to be proud of. Apart 
f rom some dodgy monsoon-l ike 
rain a great day was had by all, 
and it was Section Secretary, 
Lindsay Anderson, who tu rned 
on the style to win with 40pts . 
No t bad going one win in ten 
years! 

Anyway the results are as fol-
lows: 1. L. Anderson 40pts ; 2. 
G. Wheele r 38pts ; 3. C. Small 
38pts ; 4. D. Goodchild 38pts ; 
5. C. Evans 38pts . Longest dri-
ve, C. McMil lan, nearest pin, 
M a t t h e w Stomar t . The t rade 
prize was won by Mark Stidwill, 
of Rigby Taylor, with 26pts . 

M a n y t h a n k s to our hos t s 
Richings Park GC and to Tacit 
and ETT for d o n a t i n g the 
prizes. 

An on-going compet i t ion has 
been the Rigby Taylor Paris. We 
are now at the final stage with 
Gordon and Peter Cr i t ch ley 
beat ing Brett Moggeridge and 
Paul Young. Also Ian Robins and 
Carl Small bea t ing Lindsay 
Anderson and Simon Aust in. 
The f inal will be played at 
Caversham Heal th GC al though 
a date has not yet been set. 

Also good luck to Cameron 
McMil lan who will be leaving 
Grass Roots Trading to join 
Queenwood GC and to Geoff 

W h e e l e r who is leaving 
Lambourne GC. Both have been 
regular a t tendees to our Section 
events and we wish them the 
best in their new ventures . 

One final note is t ha t if any-
one has any in format ion about 
anyone or any th ing concerning 
the section tha t they would like 
pr in t ing in the section news 
please r ing me on 0 1 1 8 9 
723334 

Jon Scoones 

E a s t o f E n g l a n d 
The annua l match between 

E.O.E. and the East Midland 
Sections took place at Burghley 
Park Golf Club and the visitors 
took home the Shield with a vic-
tory of 4-1. The only winners 
on the day for the E.O.E. 
Section were Daniel Wells and 
Graeme M a c D o n a l d . O t h e r 
results were Simon Lidgaurd 
and Les lost, George Venable 
and Bill W a t k i n lost , Andy 
Thomas and Kevin Hodges lost, 
Russ Moody and Adi Kitchener 
also lost. 

M a n y t h a n k s to Les and 
S imon f rom C lee tho rpes for 
making the long jou rney to 
Stamford . 

As usual the course was in 
excel lent c o n d i t i o n and we 
thank David Salisbury and all 
his staff. This years new spon-
sor was Barenbrug Seeds and 
many thanks to Ben Pet i t jean 
who brought along some great 
prizes. Ben himself had a prize 
recently, his wife Agnes gave 
bir th to their second daughter 
on Saturday, August 19. 

The first of the winter semi-
nars takes place in November at 
Newark . The t h e m e of the 
evening is on machinery talks 
f rom Textron and Supreme 
Grinders and a practical demon-
st ra t ion which is sponsored by 
Lawn Mower Services. Any 
news c o n t a c t me on 0 8 8 0 
5 0 2 4 6 4 - 0 1 8 3 6 - 626564 

Graeme Macdonald 

S o u t h E a s t 
R e g i o n a l S e m i n a r 

You should have all received 
by now, if you haven ' t you will 
in the next day or so, details and 
a reservation form for a place at 
the Regional Seminar. This year 
it has been organised by the 
East Anglia Section and is to be 
held at Thorpeness Golf and 
C o u n t r y Hote l on Tuesday, 
November 14. The Seminar is 
t i t led 'Future Developments in 

the Greenkeeping Indus t ry ' and 
promises an in t e re s t ing day, 
hopeful ly giving Greenkeepers 
an insight into the fu ture! 

I appreciate tha t Thorpeness 
would be a long journey for 
some members of the South 
East Region, but the East Anglia 
Commi t t ee have done a great 
job in p u t t i n g th is Seminar 
together and deserve your sup-
port . The cost for members is a 
very reasonable £10, £15 for 
non-members , to include a buf-
fet lunch . In a d d i t i o n , 
n e g o t i a t i o n s wi th the Hote l 
have resu l ted in a ve ry 
favourable rate for Bed and 
Breakfast should you wish to 
stay the night . Wi th product ion 
of a Handicap Cert i f icate and a 
BIGGA Membersh ip Card you 
can also enjoy a courtesy round 
of golf on a very fine golf course 
before re turn ing home. 

Please don ' t hesi ta te to con-
tact me should you not receive 
your appl icat ion form in the 
next few days or with any oth-
er query. 

Derek Farrington 

E a s t A n g l i a 
A bright sunny day greeted us 

when our happy band of wan-
derers descended on Royal 
Cromer Golf Club for our third 
Section meet ing of the season. 
Roger Plummer and his staff 
had worked hard all season to 
keep the very high s tandards 
t h a t Royal Cromer members 
have come to expect. The golf 
course was exceptional , as was 
the meal. The Club Capta in , 
Kevin Taylor, made us feel very 
welcome as did the staff in the 
Club House. I would like, on 
behalf of the Section, to t hank 
all at Royal Cromer for making 
our day special. 

As usual on these occasions, 
Cromer and Sher ingham swept 
the prizes with seven out of the 
12 going to the area. 

0-9 H/cap. 1. Roger Plummer, 
Royal Cromer, 39 points ; 2. 
Michael Virley, Halesworth GC, 
35 po in t s ; 3. Mark Keysell, 
Sher ingham GC. 

10-18 H/Cap. 1. Steve Pigott , 
Royal Cromer, 41 po in t s on 
c o u n t back; 2. Richard 
Plummer, Sheringham GC, 41 
points ; 3. Paul Gould, The t ford 
GC, 38 points . 

19-28 H/cap . 1. S t e p h e n 
Crabb , She r ingham GC, 47 
points ; 2. Ernie Har t , Royal 
Cromer, 37 poin ts ; 3. Keith 
Titshall , Walderingfield Hea th 
GC 32 pts. 

Guest &. Trade 
1. Kevin Taylor, Royal Cromer 

Club Cap ta in , 38 poin ts ; 2. 
Richard Barney 36 points ; 3. 
David Inglis, 36 points . 

Neares t the pin 7 th . Ian 
Wil le t t , 17th Brian Dunn . 



Longest Drive 18th, Andrew 
Gibbins. 

T h a n k you to our main spon-
sors of the day Aventis and Ben 
Burgess and thank you to all our 
o the r sponsors , Toml inson 
Groundcare , At te r ton and Ellis, 
Consu l t an t Clarkson, Lely UK. 
SISIS, Sher i f f s , S t a lham 
Engineering, for their cont inual 
suppor t . 

The loo seat went to Graham 
Paul, from Sheriffs, for h i t t ing 
his drive from the 1st tee on to 
the roof of the Pro Shop. A feat 
t ha t had never been done in the 
h is tory of the club as the ball 
had travelled at an angle of 90 
degrees from the tee. We had 
two new members join in the 
fun at this meet ing. Andrew 
Gibbins, from Aldeburgh GC, 
and Roger N icho l son , f rom 
Stalham Engineering. 

Our next meet ing will be held 
at Walderingfield Hea th Golf 
Club on October 10. I hope to 
see you all there. This year the 
Section is responsible for run-
n ing the Sou th Eas te rn 
Regional Seminar. It will be 
held at Tho rpenes s C o u n t r y 
Club on November 14. Derek 
Fa r r ing ton , t he Regional 

Adminis t ra tor will be post ing 
the in format ion in the maga-
zine. Dates for all next year 's 
events have been finalised so 
p u t these in your diary. 
Felixstowe Ferry GC, 24 April. 
Richmond Park GC, 13 June. 
Eaton GC, 1 August . Purdis 
Hea th , 10 October. See you all 
at the next meet ing and remem-
ber the Regional Seminar. 

Ian Wil le t t . 

S u s s e x 
There are two golf days to 

report about this month . 
Firstly, there was golf followed 

by a Tapas Bar at Cop thorne 
Golf Club on July 11. I would 
like to t hank Mike Gould and 
his staff for all their hard work 
and present ing the course in 
excellent condi t ion. 

The main sponsors for the day 
were Grass Roots in conjunc-
t ion wi th Symbio. O t h e r 
sponsors for the raffle etc. were, 
Avoncrop A m e n i t y Produc t s , 
Driving Force Leisure, CMW, E 
& S Sportsground and Tacit. 

The fo rmat for the day was 
Four Ball Better Ball. On to the 
winners . 

1. John Budd, 44 points . John 

Hudson , 44 points ; 2. Mike 
Gould, 42 points , Ian Wood, 42 
points ; 3. Peter Hammond , 40 
po in t s . Kevin Sul l ivan, 40 
points . 

Nearest the pin winners were 
Alas ta i r Cale, Rose Gou ld , 
Shaun Sturrock, Alan Bartup. 
Longest drive winner was Peter 
Gibbs. 

Well done to all the winners 
and I am sure eve rybody 
enjoyed the Tapas Bar tha t fol-
lowed. 

On to the next event, which 
was played at Cooden Beach 
Golf Club on 16 August. Once 
again the course was in excel-
lent condi t ion and I am sure 
everybody who played will join 
me in thanking Stefan and his 
staff for all their hard work. 

The format for this event was 
a Three Man Team Stableford 
C o m p e t i t i o n wi th all th ree 
scores count ing. 

The sponsor for the day was 
CMW. The prizes were present-
ed by Mark Day, thanks for the 
fiver Mark! The winners of the 
team challenge shield are as fol-
lows: 

1. Alas ta i r Cale, Mike 
Roberjot , f rom Ifield Golf Club, 

Terry O'Neil l ; 2. Mike Gould, 
John Payne, from Copthorne 
Golf Club, Roy Toms. 

Nearest the pin at the 14th, 
Brian Morr ison. Nearest the pin 
at the 16th, Giles Johnson. Best 
Individual with 37 poin ts was 
Mike Gould on count back from 
myself. The golf was followed 
by a superb bsrbeque. Thanks 
to everybody who tu rned up to 
the last two events. 

The n u m b e r s were slightly 
down, so let 's hope by the time 
this appears tha t the next event 
at Wor th ing Golf Club on 27 
September has enjoyed a good 
tu rnou t . 

Gary Ogilvie. 

S u r r e y 
Our a n n u a l p i lgr image to 

Sunningdale Golf Club for the 
McMi l l an Tankard was on 
August 23 and from the com-
m e n t s I overheard and the 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s bes towed on 
Brian Turner and his staff it was 
once again a venue t ha t should 
never be missed. The weather 
was excellent and with the sun 
sh in ing down on the new 
course. Surrey Section members 
did ba t t l e p laying f rom the 
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white tees. The result was that 
Nigel Colley won the Coveted 
Tankard but only by the skin of 
his teeth and on countback with 
39 points. James Partridge was 
second and Ian Morrisson was 
third also with 39 points. 
Darren Lee was fourth with 37 
points. 

The August tournament took 
place just over a week later at 
Addington Palace Golf Club and 
although these events were so 
close together the turnout 
proved to be very high with 50 
members booked to tee off from 
midday. Many thanks to Ron 
Christie the course manager and 
his team for presenting 
Addington Palace in such 
superb condition. Many who 
played the course for the first 
time stated their intention of 
returning ASAP to try again 
now that they have more knowl-
edge of the complexities and 
subtle layout of the course espe-
cially the front nine holes. The 
winner was Dave Goddard with 
40 points, runner up was 
Merrick Field 39 points and 
third place was filled by Mick 
Mclearn, 38 points. 

To both Sunningdale and 

Addington Palace we thank 
them for the courtesy of their 
courses. We thank the artisans 
at Sunningdale for a fine buffet 
and the catering staff at 
Addington for a delicious three 
course meal. 

Finally, Cameron McMillan 
has confirmed that the rumour 
floating around Surrey Section 
is true, he is joining his broth-
er Ian at Queenwood and 
therefore we all wish them both 
every success for the future. 

Brian Willmott 

Essex 
One bridge definitely not too 

far is Abridge Golf & Country 
Club, nestled in the hills of 
Stapleford Tawney in Essex. 
This club is worth paying a vis-
it to wherever you are located. 

Since taking over the reigns 
Head Greenkeeper, Jon 
Selwood, and Deputy Head, 
Steve Cox, have transformed 
what used to be a good course 
with potential to one with 
greens which most greenkeepers 
would give their eye teeth to 
have. Jon admits to being 
pleased with the course at the 
moment and puts a lot of his 

success down to the greenstaff 
at the club, they are :- Steve Cox 
(Deputy), Chris Ward, Paul 
Aylett, Geoff Smith, Paul 
Bannock and Mark Singleton. 
Well done lads keep it up. 

The Essex Section of BIGGA 
were at Abridge for the Driving 
Force Leisure and Advanta 
Seeds sponsored Autumn 
Trophy way back in August, we 
must try and get golf days clos-
er to the publication of the 
magazine. Overall winner for 
the day was Chris Ward, 
Abridge, 36 points, with yes 
you guessed it, Andy Sheehan, 
Bentley, a close second on 35 
points. Nearest the pin and 
Longest drive was sponsored by 
Greenkeeper Suppy Company, 
both prizes went to guests, P. 
Swinn nearest the pin and P. 
Brackley longest drive. The 
handicap categories were divid-
ed into two divisions, 0 - 1 6 and 
17 - 28. First place in the 0 -
16 went to Ray Clark, 
Channels, followed by Jon 
Selwood, Abridge, Tony ICirwin, 
Colchester, and Steve Crosdale, 
Gt. Hadham. Geoff Smith, 
Abridge, won the 1 7 - 2 8 group 
with Martin Guy, Paul Aylett, 

Abridge, and Sonny Willis com-
pleting the 1-2-3-4. The scores 
nave been left out to save 
embarasment to oneof the eight 
named above. 

Trade winners were 1. Richard 
Fortmuller, 35pts, 2. Matt 
Gresty, 34pts,with the guest 
prizes going to Paul Bambley 
34pts and Gerry Goldstein 
31 pts. Congrats to all those 
who came away with a prize. 

Other companies deserving a 
mention are:- Tuckwells who 
sponsored the halfway house, 
(what a great idea!), Sherriffs, 
for the flyers, and Grass Roots, 
Banks Gem and Bishops 
Brothers for the raffle prizes. 

Above all on behalf of the 
Essex Section I would like to 
extend my thanks to Abridge 
Golf and Country Club and all 
it's staff, catering and greens. 

New Members: Grant Warner, 
from Harwich and Dovercourt 
and Sonny Willis, of Stapleford 
Abbotts, join us this month, 
Sonny has already picked up a 
prize coming fourth at Abridge. 

Tit-bits; The Go-ICarting 
scheduled for the end of 
November has had to be can-
celled. 
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Ian Wil le t t (01728) 4 5 2 7 5 9 
is looking for D 3 2 / D 3 3 asses-
sors to help him out on the 
Essex/Su ffolk Border. 

Suppor t is required for the 
South East Regional Seminar 
held at T h o r p n e s s GC on 
Tuesday November 14. 

Finally our next golf day is to 
be held at Bishops Stor t ford , 
playing for the winter trophy, 
forms should be wih you by now 
as the event is held on Thursday 
October 19. See you there. 

Steve Crosdale 

S o u t h W e s t 
My apologies for not publish-

ing a report in last mon th ' s 
magazine. Unfo r tuna te ly I was 
just too late get t ing my article 
in. 

The summer Tournament was 
kindly sponsored by Ocmis and 
hosted by Erlestoke Sands Golf 
Club. As I was unable to a t t end , 
reports t ha t have come back to 

me say t h a t the course was 
superbly set up for the event, so 
congratula t ions to Don Southey 
and his greenstaff . The overall 
results of the compet i t ion were: 

Best score by a Head 
Greenkeeper, A. Akerman. Best 
score by an Assistant , K. May. 

The golf was followed by an 
i n t e r e s t i ng ta lk f rom 
C a n n i n g t o n College. T h a n k s 
once again to Ocmis for provid-
ing some excellent prizes and 
Erlestoke for allowing us cour-
tesy of the course and providing 
the food af terwards . 

The next event is only just 
a round the corner. This will be 
the Autumn Tournament and 
AGM taking place on Thursday, 
November 2 at Weston Golf 
Club. For anyone interested in 
t ak ing one of those highly 
sough t a f t e r places on the 
BIGGA South West, here 's your 
chance. 

A few days later on November 
22, Canning ton College will be 
host ing the Regional Seminar. 
Included in this year 's event is 
a line up of speakers tha t are 
bound to get tongues wagging. 
Jim Ar thur will kick off the sem-
inar fo l lowed by the highly 

en te r t a in ing Frank Newberry. 
Finally, A m e n i t y Technology 
will round off the day. 

I am still enquir ing about an 
educat ional day out to one of 
the top courses in the country. 
Hopeful ly the day would com-
prise of a quest ion and answer 
session, tour of the club's facil-
ities and a round of golf. 

The only remaining course I 
have p lanned for this year is a 
beginners ' computer course in 
December at Lilley Brook Golf 
Club in mid December. The 
course will be taken by Ken 
Richardson from BIGGA HQ. 
Half the places are a l ready 
filled, so for more in format ion , 
te lephone me on 01249 783382 

Paul Cunningham 

D e v o n a n d C o r n w a l l 
The Devon Garden Machinery 

Section meet ing and AGM will 
be held at Launceston Golf Club 
on Wednesday 15 November. 
The morning 's golf will be of 
foursome fo rmat for the Toro 
Trophy with the prizes being 
k ind ly d o n a t e d by Devon 
Garden Machinery and Lely. As 
usual the non-golfer ' s course 
walk will leave the club house 

at approx ima te ly 10 .30am. 
Lunch will be f rom 1pm 
onwards followed by the golf 
presenta t ion and a short com-
pany p resen ta t ion by Devon 
Garden Machinery, our sponsor 
for the day. The section's AGM 
will conclude the day. 

I t 's now t ime to book your 
place on the region's Amenity 
Technology sponsored package 
to the BTME show and semi-
nars which will be held in 
Har roga te next January. The 
t r ip depar ts on January 23 and 
re turns on January 26, 2001, 
with the cost of £110 members, 
£150 non members. 

The Regional Conference and 
Workshop will take place on 
Wednesday, November 22, at 
Canning ton College. Details of 
this event have been sent to you 
through Greenkeeper International. 
The cost of the day will be £15 
members , £ 2 2 . 5 0 non-mem-
bers. The m o r n i n g seminar 
speakers will be Frank Newbury 
Stuar t Ashworth and Jim Arthur 
with the a f t e rnoon workshop 
being p r e s e n t e d by Frank 
Newbury. 

For more in format ion regard-
ing the Conference and BTME 
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contact Paula H u m p h r i e s on 
01288 352194 . 

During last year the Section 
held three very successful pes-
ticide t r a in ing days wi th a 
100% pass rate. 

Congratulat ions to all. This 
winter the Section will organise 
training days to suit your needs, 
eg. pesticide, f irst aid, comput-
er courses wi th da tes and 
venues being a r ranged when 
sufficient numbers have been 
reached. The Section will keep 
the cost of t ra ining as low as 
possible and don ' t forget if you 
pay for the t ra in ing yourself , 
you may be able to claim a grant 
from BIGGA. 

For more in fo rmat ion please 
contact me on 0 1 2 8 8 353438 . 

Richard W h y m a n 

S o u t h C o a s t 
Very l i t t le to r epo r t th i s 

month . The a n n u a l m a t c h 
against the South West was held 
at Marlborough Golf Club on 
September 5. The result was a 
3/2 win for the South West . 
Well done lads! T h a n k s to 
Marlborough for a superb day. 

Our Autumn t o u r n a m e n t is at 
Came Down Golf Club on 

suggestions 
tha t a late October/ November 
ma tch against the Surrey 
Section could be arranged. I will 
keep you posted. 

The Turkey Trot and AGM will 
be at Hockley Golf Club for the 
second year. Entries to Chris 
Sturgess please. Costs will be in 
next mon th ' s issue. 

Anyone interes ted in the com-
mi t t ee please c o n t a c t e i the r 
myself or Fred Deamen. 

Tony Gadd 

See y o u a l l nex t m o n t h ! 

B I G G A R e g i o n a l N e t w o r k 
For any information regarding 

BIGGA activities, please contact 
your local Regional Administrator 
and/or Section Secretary, who will 
be pleased to offer help and advice 
on any of the areas in which the 
Association operates. A complete 
list is printed, here, on the right. 

Peter Boyd Regional Administrator Tel/Fax: 0I4I 6I6 3440 E-mail: biggascotland@aol.com 

AYRSHIRE Derek Wilson Irvine Bogside GC Club: Ol294 276I77 Mobile: 0370 734360 

CENTRAL John Crawford Stirling GC Club: 0I786 464098 Mobile: 0864 632052 

EAST Stephen Dixon Kings Knowe GC Club: 0I3I 443 0235 

NORTH Douglas Duguid Westhill GC Club: 0I224 740329 

WEST Alexander Bulloch Fereneze GC Club: 0I4I 88I I5I9 

| N O R T H E R N 

Douglas Bell Regional Administrator Tel/Fax: OISI 43I 0433 E-mail: bigganorth@aol.com 

NEAST Jimmy Richardson Hexham GC Club: 0I434 602057 E-mail: jfroudl23@aol.com 

N WEST Bert Cross (Retired) Tel/Fax: 0I5I 724 54I2 

NORTHERN Andy Smith Oulton Park GC Club: 0II3 264 5624 Mobile: 07790 678572 

CLEVELAND Barry Walker Wearside GC Mobile: 0589 658I6I 

SHEFFIELD Ronald Ullathorne Hirst Priory GC Club: 0I724 7II6I9 

N WALES Gary Edwards Old Colwyn GC Club: 0I492 5I58I Mobile: 096I 8065I9 

| MIDLAND 

Les Emery Regional Administrator Tel: 0II6 287 9036 

E MIDLAND Antony Bindley Kirby Muxloe GC Tel: 0II6 289 030I E-mail: antony-bindley@beeb.net 

MIDLAND Jonathan Wood Ross on Wye GC Club: Ol989 7208I8 Mobile: 0370 956238 

E ENGLAND Graeme MacDonald Newark GC Tel: 0I636 626564 

BERKS/BUCKS/OX Lindsay Anderson Badgemore Park GC Club: 0I49I 572206 

MID ANGLIA Gerald Bruce Berkhamstead GC Club: 0I442 865832 Mobile: 0374 92I606 

I S O U T H EAST 

Derek Farrington Tel/Fax: 0I903 260956 Mobile: 07850 I6240I E-mail: derek.farrington@tesco.net I 

SURREY Ian Sellers Gem Professional Mobile: 0976 709I45 

KENT Gary Debenham Boughton GC Club: 0I227 752277 Mobile: 04I0 624562 

SUSSEX Stefan Antolik Cooden Beach GC Club: 0I424 846I30 

LONDON Ian Semple Old Fold Manor GC Club: 020 844I 2077 

E ANGLIA Ian Willett Thorpeness GC Club: 0I728 452I76 

ESSEX Martin Forrester Stapleford Abbotts GC Tel: 0I254 603I3I 

| S O U T H W E S T / S O U T H WALES 

Paula Humphries Tel/Fax: 0I288 3S2I94 Mobile: 07773 664563 E-mail: paula.biggafÄeclipse.co.uk I 

S WEST Chris Jack Manor House GC Club: 0I249 782982 E-mail: sarah.jack@btinternet.com 

S COAST Fred Deamen Alton GC Club: 0I420 82042 

DEVON C/WALL Richard Whyman Bude & N C/Wall GC Club: 0I288 352006 E-mail: richwhy@cwcom.net 

S WALES Peter Lacey Pennard GC Tel: 0I792 233923 Mobile: 0797I 9I4I2I 

N O R T H E R N IRELAND 

N Ireland Ken Henderson Allen Park GC Club: 02894 42900I 

BACKHOES FOR 
TRACTORS AND 
SKIDSTEER LOADERS 

THE AFT RANGE OF BACKHOES fits the three point 
l inkage of tractors f r om 15 - 120 hp and skidsteer 
loaders f r om 500 kg . 

Quick to fit and easy to operate, the range offers 
max imum digging depth f rom 1.45 to 3.65 metres. 

All models feature a built in hydraulic tank and 
fi l ter system, independent stabiliser legs, 1809 

rotat ion and ful l sideshift w i t h hydraulic locking. 

Convert you r t ractor into a professional excavator 
A.F. TRENCHERS LIMITED 

Tel: 01787 311811 Fax: 01 787 310888 
E-mail: info@trenchers.co.uk • Web site: www.trenchers.co.uk 

POWER 
FOR PROFESSIONALS 

Brushcutters, hedgetrimmers, blowers 
Kawasaki's power products range offers some of the finest working 
equipment available to the professional market. 
• Powered by world-class Kawasaki engine technology for reliability 
• Latest ergonomic design for operator comfort and safety 
• Reduced noise, vibration and emissions 

Engineered for professionals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 316 4448 NOW 
to put the power to work for you 
(Outside the UK, call +44 1666 511356) 
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