In May, Tracey Maddison, BIGGA's Membership Services
Officer, welcomed almost 80 new members to the Association.
This month, she would like to highlight some valuable money
saving benefits for members...
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their own fees are eligible to
apply for a refund. In order to
apply you must be able to meet
the following criteria:

nised by the Inland
Revenue as a legiti-
mate professional

bOd.V’ and member- d. If you are starting a course in 2000,

And finally...

ship fees to such
bodies are eligible

for tax relief.
To benefit, all you
have to do, is
inform your local
tax office that you
are paying your
own fees, or

a. You must be a member of BIGGA and
have been a member for at least two
years.

b. You must have paid your own fees and
be able to provide proof of payment eg.
receipt/credit card slip or statement.

c. You must have completed a course or
component part of a course and be able

you may apply for a refund to be paid
on course completion as in point c.

e. The course must not be subsidised
already by BIGGA.

f. The course must be relevant to your job
as a greenkeeper.

Members will be able to claim 80%
of fees paid up to a maximum of
£250. Contact BIGGA HQ for an

I would like to thank our Northern
Ireland members for making Scott
and myself most welcome on our
recent visit. Although my third visit
to Northern Ireland since I started
with BIGGA, this was my first oppor-
tunity of seeing some magnificent
golf courses and beautiful country-
side. And as always it is a pleasure for
me to meet our members face to face.

BIGGA relaunched its website in June 2000 in
recognition of the increasing access and participation
on the internet by Greenkeepers both in the UK and
worldwide.

The new expanded site at www.bigga.org.uk has
been completely redesigned and replaces the original
website set up in July 1996. .

A recent survey of members on the use of computers
and access to the internet showed their increasing use
and importance in Greenkeeping and as a result it was
decided to develop the BIGGA site to expand the
content and provide additional benefits.

Features of the new site include sections dedicated to
Membership, including a member's only area with jobs,
a 'bulletin board’ style discussion forum, and a
searchable database of articles from Greenkeeper
International magazine.

The Education & Training section provides career
advice, competitions and training course details. There
is a product Directory, to search for manufacturers,
distributors and service providers.

A links section with website hyper-links to hundreds of
useful associations, golf clubs and training providers
worldwide, offers a tremendous facility to ‘surf' to
other sites of interest within the industry.

News and events, gives a calendar of important
meetings, shows and exhibitions in the greenkeeping
diary.

The section dedicated to BTME, the turf industry's
largest European indoor trade exhibition and
conference, has a hall plan of exhibitors to help you
plan your visit, or book stand space, with details of the
conference and seminars are included.
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to provide evidence of completion e.g.
certificate/end of course report etc.

application form.

So thank you!

A reminder to all members: Unfortunately, the 10% discount on car insurance was withdrawn in December 1999

Extracts from Greenkeeper Inter: I, the
association's award winning monthly magazine, are
updated regularly in keeping with the aim to improve
BIGGA's communication both with its members and
people involved in greenkeeping and the fine turf
industry.

We hope you will visit the site and find it worthwhile,
returning to on a regular basis, there are easy ways to
let us know what you think and what you would like to
see. We look forward to receiving your e-mail.
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