Into the New
Millennium!

Well, it’s arrived and, what do you know,
nothing has changed. Here we are, the first peo-
ple in living memory to set foot in a new
millennium and unless we take a look at the cal-
endar we wouldn't even know it.

In many ways, though, that’s quite reassuring,
Everything is just as we left it back in the good
old 1900s. The January Sales are in full swing,
our computers work - hopefully - and we have
Harrogate to look forward to in a few week’s
time.

There is a need to commemorate the occasion,
however, and we have chosen to display every
single Greenkeeper International cover since its
inception in 1991 on this our Millennium Issue
cover. Each cover will hopefully hold a memory
for someone, and apologies for those of you
whose favourite have been obscured in some
fashion.

Another salutary lesson it gives us is how quick-
ly time marches on. I'm sure I won't be the only
one of us who looks at particular cover and thinks

“It can’t be that long ago!”. I'm still coming to
terms with the fact that I've now edited more
than 50 Greenkeeper Internationals.

This month is the first when your favourite
magazine will be in full colour. Until now there
have been certain pages, at the front and the back
of the magazine, tf\at were purely black and white
but now they have gone, and we have the option
of bnghthmg up every one of the pages. It is part
of an on going process of making changes and
improvements to the magazine, much as happens
with BTME.

The old adage - wouldn't it be great if we had
the odd new (\dagc occasionally - “If it ain’t broke
don’t fix it” doesn’t apply to BTME because,
despite its undoubted success over the last 11
vears, we have always striven to build and make
changes if we felt it could add something extra to
the occasion.

This year we've got a superb new hall, giving
much more space as well as a new entrance to the
Show. This means more exhlbm)m with bigger
stands for you to visit; we've got a career’s Lﬁ;lk
for the first time; some of the finest speakers ever
to grace a platform and the Beatles - well The
Bootleg Beatles, who are the nearest thing to the
real thing, who will be appearing at the tradition-
al banquet in BIGGA's own Cavern Club - Hall D!

Harrogate will also see Gordon Child step down
as BIGGA's National Chairman. He's held the
post for two years and by any measure has been
a wonderful ambassador, as well as a tireless work-
er, for the Association during that time.

He and Marion, whose own input to the
Association during the past two years has also
been invaluable, can now look forward to a retire-

ment that has been well earned.

They will do so with the

‘best wishes of everyone
ringing in their ears.
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Committed to Green

But where are the Greenkeepers?

Neil Thomas reports on greenkeeper reaction to the recent Valderrama
Declaration which followed the Environmental Conference held in Spain

A Little Piece of History
Scott MacCallum meets a man with 50 years of service at the same
club with a tale to tell about the first Ransomes' Overgreen machine

Awkward Jobs
Roland Taylor finds out more about those jobs you find yourself doing
thoughout the year that might just give you a crick in your neck

The Key to Success
Neil Thomas pays tribute to the companies which have supported
the Gold and Silver Key programme over the past eight years

Raising the Standards
Walter Woods reports on the six courses which made the final of this
year's Toro Award for Excellence in Greenkeeping

Taking the Bull by the horns?
Scott MacCallum visits a club which has replaced all of its greens
and is now reaping the benefits

Into the Third Millennium
In the second of his two part series Dr Stephen Baker looks at what lies
ahead in terms of agronomic research projects.

Stressful Job
Toro Excellence in Greenkeeping Award winner, Brian Turner,
describes how a greenkeeper's life is often a stressful one.
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