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Malcolm's course is a Temple 
Everyone at Temple wants me to 

thank BIGGA, the Judges and espe-
cially the Sponsors for running the 
Environment Award Competitition. 
It has created a lot of interest and we 
have been contacted by a number of 
clubs, not only with their congratula-
tions but also for information and 
assistance. 

I sincerely believe this is the way 
forward for golf. Natural manage-
ment not only helps the environment 
but returns golf courses to the condi-
tions which is ideal for playing 
traditional British golf. 

We and the Award have featured 

on national and local radio, local 
papers and even the glossy national 
golf press. This must be good for the 
game of golf. 

While I am writing, please pass on 
an invitation to Jim Hillier (Letter 
from America - December issue) to 
visit and play Temple. He will cer-
tainly be able to play the course in 
February, as we are open 365 days a 
year! We are a Willie Park Jnr 
designed course, opened in 1910 and 
I hope this will be traditional enough 
for him. I'm not sure if Martin 
Gunn, our Course Manager, would 
consider our maintenance practices 

"old fashioned" but they would cer-
tainly be approved of by Jim Arthur. 
Do I need to say more? 

Over the years Martin and I have 
been shown great courtesy and, more 
important, given valuable time by 
Course Managers and Head 
Greenkeepers around the British Isle 
and it would be a pleasure to return 
some of this hospitality to someone 
who obviously appreciates tradition-
al British standards of Golf Course 
Management. 

Malcolm Peake, Temple Golf 
Club, Berkshire 

Sunni thanks 
The two days I spent at BIGGA for 

the Toro Awards were very informa-
tive and a great experience. 

The standard or the finalists was 
very high and I felt every one of us 
should have won. How the judges 
decided on a winner must be 
extremely difficult. 

I would like to thank Toro for their 
tremendous support towards our 
education system and BIGGA for 
promoting the image of the green-
keeper, as I feel we still do not 
command the respect we deserve 
from the golfing fraternity. 

Brian Turner, 
Sunningdale Golf Club, 
Berkshire 

The Turner prize 
I was so pleased to hear that Brian 

Turner had been given the Toro 
Excellence in Greenkeeping Award. 

I have known Brian for more years 
than I care to remember having been 
in the same trade since my retire-
ment last January. Brian has always 
been a good advertisement for green-
keeping with his golf courses being 
kept to the highest standards. I am 
sure he would be the first to admit 
that being a very good golfer to boot 
has helped considerably in his green-
keeping career. 

My congratulations to him. It's 
well deserved. 

John Nudds, Hunstanton 
Norfolk 

Communication the key to a good course 
In preparation of my dissertation 

in golf course architecture and my 
seminar for the BTME 2000 entitled 
'Is the grass really greener on the 
other side', I carried out a survey 
among British and American Course 
Managers in order to draw a realistic 
comparison between course condi-
tions and maintenance standards on 
both sides of the Atlantic. From the 
beginning of my career in golf course 
architecture, I was guided by the 
words of Robert Trent Jones who 
said that 'We can build the greatest 
golf courses in the world, but if they 
are not properly maintained, they 
are nothing.' I am convinced that 
appearance and performance of golf 
courses are products of the degree of 
collaboration between golf architects 
and superintendents. It is therefore 
vital for both professions to under-

stand each others principles, skills 
and limits. 

Too many golf courses have been 
designed and built without any 
thoughts of maintenance budgets 
and resulting problems. There is no 
doubt: with massive budgets, high 
staffing levels and modem machin-
ery - every design can be maintained. 
On most golf courses however the 
maintenance budget is limited. 
Architects and superintendents shall 
therefore communicate whenever 
possible in order to broaden their 
professional views. I think that com-
munication forms the foundation for 
optimum results of a project. 
Exchange of knowledge and experi-
ence will improve conditions for 
course maintenance and lead to golf 
courses with a high aesthetic and 
playing value. 

It was a pleasure to realise that this 
subject is an interesting issue for 
British greenkeepers, too. The fact 
that 53 out of 80 British Head 
Greenkeepers have responded and 
filled o?ut my extensive survey is very 
encouraging. I was sent wonderful 
letters and extra information, mater-
ial and photographs of their golf 
courses. The response exceeded my 
expectations by far. 

I am very touched and grateful for 
the friendly and generous help of the 
Head Greenkeepers, Course Managers 
and Superintendents, and I hope that 
we will meet at BTME 2000 in 
Harrogate: 

Bettina Schrickel, Design 
Associate at GOLFPLAN, The 
Ronald Fream Design Group Ltd, 
California & Germany 
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