No news is
bad news

Elsewhere in this issue, if you have not already
done so, you can become involved in the great
Daily Telegraph debate which revolves around an
assertion from a well known golf writer that golf
course standards have fallen over the last 20 years.

Overall the piece was a positive one about the
wonderful work being carried out at Temple Golf
Club, near Maidenhead, the current holder of the
BIGGA Golf Environment Competition, in asso-
ciation with Amazone Ground Care and Grass
Roots, but it was this one statement which has
put the cat among the pigeons.

Part of my job within the Association is to
encourage journalists to write about greenkeep-
ing matters and to raise the profile of the
profession to the wider golfing public. In doing
s0 it can lead to things appearing in the press
which we don't altogether agree with. This hap-

ns in all walks of life and you have to learn to
ive with it so you can also enjoy the benefits you
get from publicity which is also generated.

The alternative is to try to manipulate the media
and steer the press to write what we want them
to write. This rarely succeeds. Look at the trou-
ble the Government gets into in its supnosed
attempts, through Alistair Campbell, to dictate
what the media writes or broadcasts.

It is far better that the subject is carried, warts
and all, than be ignored totally because what tends
to hapfpens is that even negative comments ignite
alot of more positive feedback which is ultimately
to everyone’s benefit.

I do know that the Daily Telegraph received a
load of mail after the piece appeared. They may
not have appeared in the letters’ pages, but I know
that the response impressed the powers-that-be
on the Telegraph Sports Desk and I'm assured
that we will be seeing more greenkeeping issues
being covered in the forthcoming weeks and
months... hopefully highh‘tﬁhting the great work
that is being ggne out on the nation’s golf cours-
es to keep on top of the modern stresses and
strains.

I also know that the article in question is cur-
rently on noticeboards up and down the length
and breadth of the country and you may be tack-
led about it by members.

In most cases it shouldn’t be something to wor-
ry about. Take it as an opportunity to pass on
some words of wisdom to individuals or groups
who may then educate some of the other mem-
bers in the club.

It may be a catalyst for Open Nights or
Workshops at clubs which have never previously
held such occasions and it will give many a chance
for the first time to see what a great job is done
by the nation’s greenkeepers.

If that does happen and relationships are
improved between greenstaff and golf club mem-

ber how much better it will be all
round.
We will then perhaps look
back at The Daily Telegraph
article and see that out of
some negative com-
ments a real positive
advance has been
made.

Editor:
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Coast to Coast
Scott MacCallum visits Fortrose & Rosemarkie, a golf course with water
on three sides which also boasts some flippered friends

Off the Beaten Track
Roland Taylor looks at the latest ATVs and utility vehicles on the market.

Fields of Dreams
David Rhodes looks at the current advances in seed breeding

Wonder Web
BIGGA's newly revamped Website is well worth a visit

Questions and Answers
A recent Daily Telegraph article created quite a stir.
Read it and make up your own mind

Once in a Lifetime
Arne van Amerongen describes his work on a course where nose bleeds
are an occupational hazard

Cruise Control
Kevin Shaw looks at the latest aids to assist irrigation

Next Time Around

Kerran Daly turned dramatist to win the Head Greenkeeper/Course
Manager category in last year's Essay Competition. Tom Stoppard
should be becoming a little uneasy

A Gem of a Company
BIGGA's latest Golden Key Supporter, Gem Professional,
is a company long in history with a bright future ahead of it

Coast to Coast

This month, our front cover features
Fortrose and Rosemarkie GC




