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TURF DISEASE

WEAR AND TEAR
DROUGHT CONDITIONS
TEMPERATURE EXTREMES
EXCESSIVE SHADE
WATERLOGGING

...RELIEF

Amino-Sorb R (root uptake) and Amino-Sorb F (foliar uptake) are unique supplements that give turf
maximum protection and recovery from stress. Under such adverse conditions there is a greater demand
for vital amino acids than the plant is able to meet. Amino-Sorb overcomes this problem. The 18
amino acids in each solution are all specifically involved with turf health, helping restore the
nutritional balance. Use Amino-Sorb R in the spring and autumn, Amino-Sorb F throughout the summer.

7 Amino-Sorb R « Amino-Sorb F

righy taylor

Rigby Taylor Limited, Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancashire BL1 4AE. Tel: (01204) 394888 Fax: (01204) 398379. Further details FREEFONE 0800 424 919.
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Bio Grounds Keeper is an organic
thatch control and soil conditioner
derived from natural nutrients with
added humic acid, molases and
selected aerobic micro-organisms.
Once introduced into the thatch
interface, Bio Grounds Keeper both
feeds existing soil microbes and
adds selected aerobic micro-
organisms to aid in the
decomposition of thatch.

N

BUSINESS REPLY SERVICE

AMENITY TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTS LTD

5 ARKWRIGHT ROAD,

READING,
RG2 0ZT

Licence No. SCE 8935

COMING UP
NEXT MONTH...

NOT JUST /ANY OLD IRONY’

THE AMTEC RANGE OF
IRON SUPPLEMENTS

5 ARKWRIGHT ROAD, READING, BERKSHIRE RG2 OUL

TEL: +44 0118931 1111

FAX: +44 0118 975 0344

email: amtec@btinternet.com
http://www.amenitytechnology.com
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BIGGA

-

GOLDEN KEY
and SILVER KEY
CIRCLES

The Learning Experience

The Learning Experience, comprising the
National Education Conference,
Workshops and Seminar programmes,
takes place every January in Harrogate,
North Yorkshire. With Textron’s
sponsorship it has become the major golf
greenkeeping Education and Training
event in Europe. Attracting delegates from
around the globe to hear world class
speakers. Next January sees the Learning

Experience 2000, ‘Past, Present and
Future” which will be held from 17 to 21
January in the Majestic Hotel and
Harrogate International Centre.

TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Education and Development Fund

Contributors to BIGGA's Education and
Development Fund enable continued
expansion in the range of Regional
Training Courses.

Golden Key Circle Company Members

Over five years, this high quality low cost
training has boosted the skills and
knowledge of more than 1000
greenkeepers on over 100 courses.

Amazone Ground Care, Amenity Technology Products Ltd, Barenbrug, Bernhard and Company Ltd, Charterhouse Turf Machinery
Lid, Hayter Ltd, John Deere Ltd, Kubota UK Ltd, Mommersteeg International, Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd, PGA European Tour, Rainbird,
Rolawn, Rhone-Poulenc Amenity, Rigby Taylor Ltd, Scotts Turf and Amenity, Supaturf Products Ltd, Stylo Matchmakers, Textron Turf
Care and Specialty Products, The Grass Roots Trading Company, The Toro Company

Silver Key Circle Company Members

Avoncrop Amenity Products, Emest Doe & Sons, Lambert/Fenchurch UK Group Ltd, Sisis Equipment Ltd, Weed Free

BIGGA'’s training facility

BIGGA's purpose built, state-of-the-art
training room is now the home of its five
day management training courses. These
cover managing people, resources and
information as well as managing golf
course development. More than 200
greenkeepers have been trained over 5
years. The KEY ROOM, which is available
to hire, cost approximately £45,000 to
build, and contains state-of-the-art visual
presentation equipment.

Regular seminars

The Association’s Regions and Sections
hold seminars and conferences throughout
the winter, meeting training needs locally.

BIGGA Golf Environment Competition

Thanks to our co-sponsors Amazone
Ground Care and The Grass Roots Trading
Company, BIGGA has reinforced its
commitment to improving the
environment through the BIGGA Golf
Course Environment Competition.

Environmental action

The Association has, recently, produced a
video, a book and a poster to help to train
and educate all parts of the golf industry
in the art of Environmental Management.
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Toro Student of the Year competition

Support from the TORO Company
enables BIGGA to run the TORO Student
of the Year Competition. In addition to
encouraging high standards of training in
colleges, the winner receives a scholarship
to the University of Massachusetts and
runners-up attend the Learning
Experience.

The Toro Award

TORO also support the Excellence in
Greenkeeping Competition which is
designed to reward the best Head
Greenkeeper, his team and his golf club
for excellence in golf course management.

Master Greenkeeper Certificate

The ultimate achievement for education,
training, experience, skills and knowledge is
the Master Greenkeeper Certificate. The
award was introduced in 1990, and there are
now 20 Master Greenkeepers, 14 in Britain,
one in Mainland Europe and 5 in the USA.

MASTER

GREENKEEPER

CERTIFICATE

BIGCGA field guides

BIGGA has produced four field guides
courtesy of the Education and
Development Fund. These guides,
which cover Pests and Diseases, Grass
Identification, Trees and Shrubs and
Damage caused by Birds and Mammals
are all available from BIGGA HOUSE.

BIGGA training videos

Training videos are a useful addition to
any on the job trainer’s armoury. BIGGA
videos cover the key subjects of Mowing,
Spraying, Golf Course Preparation, Golf
Green Reconstruction and Golf Course
Ecology.

BIGGA Lending Library

The BIGGA Lending Library contains more
than 650 books. Each member may
borrow up to two books for a period of six
weeks at no cost except return postage.
The Library has developed thanks to a
generous grant from the R&A.

BIGGA
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Use our post-paid reader
reply card to obtain further
information on the products

and services advertised in this
issue. Just state the company’s
Ad Ref numbers, post the card

to us, and we'll arrange for

further information to be sent

direct to you.
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The Fund provides the key to the
future for greenkeeper, golf club and
game. Individuals and com-
panies can join the Golden
Key Circle and Silver Key
Circle. For details, please
contact BIGGA on
01347 833800
CIRCLES

Golden Key Circle Company Members
Amazone Ground Care, Amenity Technology
Products Ltd, Barenbrug, Bemhard and Company
Ltd, Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd, Hayter Ltd,
John Deere Ltd, Kubota UK Ltd, Mommersteeg
International, Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd, PGA
European Tour, Rainbird, Rolawn, Rhone-Poulenc
Amenity, Rigby Taylor Ltd, Scotts Turf and Amenity,
Supaturf Products Ltd, Stylo Matchmakers, Textron
Turf Care and Specialty Products, The Grass Roots
Trading C Y, The Toro C

Silver Key Circle Company Members
Avoncrop Amenity Products, Ernest Doe & Sons,
Lambert/Fenchurch UK Group Ltd,

Sisis Equipment Ltd, Weed Free
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Your next issue of Greenkeeper
International will be with you
by October 8, 1999

Regulars

News
Pages 7, 8,9, 10

Assistant Profile
Richard Mullen of Swanston GC

New Products
Letters

The Learning Experience
Don't let the thatch grow beneath your feet.
Ken Barber examines the thorny issue of thatch.

Education

BIGGA's Education and Training Manager,

Ken Richardson, tees-up some of the Association’s
forthcoming educational initiatives.

Membership Update

Finance File

Trevor Downing, of J. Rothschild Assurance,
begins a new series offering financial advice to
BIGGA members.

Talking Heads
This month five Course Managers and Head
Greenkeepers look at alternative spikes.

Around the Green

Features Listing
Helping you track down some of Greenkeeper
International’s previous articles.

As | see it...

BIGGA Chairman, Gordon Child, returns from
Carnoustie, gets involved with the Toro Student of
the Year competition and passes on some news of a
court case in Scotland with major implications for
the industry.
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Win tickets to BTME2000

Win £50 with our Buyers' Guide quiz
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Hold on to
your socks!

This month your magazine should contain a c&]]?r
of the Learning Experience 2000 brochure, detail-
ing the delights that await you at the end of next
January’s annual pilgrimage to Harrogate.

Harrogate in January has many attractions but the
bedrock of everything is education and thanks to
the support of Textron Turf Care and Specialty
Products the education programme just gets better
and better.

This year a major revamp of the Education
Conference, based on the feedback received from
delegates at previous Conferences, has resulted in
two days of intensive discussion on four main top-
ics - Golf Green Construction, Water Management,
Integrated Pest Management and Grasses for Golf
Courses.

Papers will be delivered by some of the major
authorities in their respective fields and with more
time to develop themes and arguments it should
result in some thought provoking debate.

Running parallel to these will be five workshops -
on Computing for Greenkeepers; a follow-up to the
successful recent Golf Course Design workshops, giv-
en by Howard Swan and Simon Gidman; Machinery
Maintenance, given by Textron; Written and Verbal
Communication, with Brin Bendon and Frank
Newberry, and another, Golf Course Presentation,
aimed at assistants, delivered by those two Doyens
of the Industry, Walter Woods and George Brown.

Having completed the first part of the week the
Seminar Sessions during BTME itself have the
theme Past Present and Future, and again the speak-
ers have been hand picked. A totally new addition
will be the Careers’ Advice Clinic, where Brin
Bendon and Frank Newberry, will advise on CVs,
aBEl‘i]caﬁon forms, interview techniques etc.

is element of the week will be kicked off by
another Motivational talk - started so successfully
last year by Frank Dick. This year it will be deliv-
ered by Simon Weston, a remarkable guy, whose
current career only began after just surviving hor-
rific injuries sustained in the Falk{ands War. His talk
should be an inspiration to us all.

If you are already a regular visitor you can only
imagine what a new improved Leamir}ieExtEerience
will be like. If you have never been, ma e effort
next January. K will blow your sacks off.

One welcome visitor to Harrogate next year might
well be James McEvoy, who wiﬁ be able to enjoy it
all in a more relaxed frame of mind.

For the last three years James has worked hard, in
his role as BIGGA's Sales and Marketing Manager,
to expand and improve BTME and funnily enough
the bigger and more successful the Show became the
more grey hair he began to sport.

He leaves the Association to take up a marketing
post with a telecommunications company before he
could be mistaken for a clean shaven Santa Claus.

His enthusiasm, drive and commitment were infec-
tious and I'm sure those same qualities will captivate

everyone in his new business in just the
same way.
I'm sure you will join me in
wishing him all the best for the
futare. I will always have
doubts about his dodgy
putting stroke though...
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Bearing a Hallmark
Scott MacCallum travels to Slaley Hall where the greenkeeping
staff have had anything but an easy time of late.

Tyred and Tested
Roland Taylor puts his jack to good use and examines the world
of tyres.

Back to Nature

Master Greenkeeper, John Quinn, describes the work that
went into ElImwood College golf course receiving two
environmental awards.

A Championship of Distinction

The search to uncover BIGGA's Champion golfer will be ended
at Carden Park at the beginning of next month. Even those who
don’t win will have a hell of a time.

Back in time

Some years ago Walter Woods asked the late lan Forbes to
write a piece of the history of greenkeeping. The result was a
well research and beautifully written article.

Greener Greens
Stella Inglethorpe takes this opportunity to explode some of the
myths which have sprung up surrounding bio technology.

% THE CHARTERHOUSE/SCOTTS
NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

FOR THE BIGGA CHALLENGE TROPHY

Back to Nature at Elmwood College [Redexim 4]
| Crarterfonse R

A Championship of Distinction




So trustworthy,

Over the last fifteen years,
greenkeepers and groundsmen have
come to rely on good old Super

Mosstox.

Always effective and reliable, Super
Mosstox just gets straight on with
the job of controlling moss - on fine

turf or hard surface areas.

And it's just as good today as it's

always been. So when moss makes

an unwelcome comeback, just

remember faithful old Fido. |t won't

let you down.

¢’ RHONE-POULENC

Rhdne-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex (M5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119.
SUPER MOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN. 15 A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD.

ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05339) © RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD- 1998.



Ad Ref 176

PRIME CUTS

available Quality
e 1 Mowing
~ Machinery

G bs A for golf greens
and all fine turf areas

Permanent all-wheel drive provides
superior traction and reduces marking

Comprehensive specification - you get
more for your money

Back-lapping without removing units
Quiet in operation

Excellent after-sales service direct
from the manufacturer or your

regional dealer.

Built in Britain
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Plenty of birdies at John O'Gaunt

Stephen Thompson, of John
O’Gaunt Golf Club, who was fea-
tured in the magazine three years ago
mshlllmg bird boxes on the course,
has since seen them well used.

“The "A” frame box was used almost
straight away by Barn Owls but when
it was checked later it the year two
dead chicks were found,” recalled
Stephen.

“In the second year when it was
checked it was just eggs that were
found. Then last year Kestrels nest-
ed in it and raised three young and
again this year Kumls used it and
raised four young.’

Ironically the open fronted box
which was designed for Kestrels was
not used for the first two years except
for squirrels and in the third year in
was used by Jackdaws and a Stock
Dove. This year it has remained
empty.

“We’re aiming this winter to put up
more boxes for some other birds that
are to be found at John O’Gaunt like
the Blue Tit, Great Tit, Robin and
Spullu Flycatcher.

‘Peter Wilkinson, from Birdlife
International, and I took a walk
round both courses last year with the
intention of finding suitable places
for nest boxes and compiled a list of
suitable sites and the number of box-
es required,” said Stephen who does
a regular article in the club newslet-
ter on the birds and wildlife on the
course.

“There has been a lot of interest in
my articles from members who say
1hc\ read them every month and
often ask questions and report sight-
IH‘L‘.\ 10 me.

A Hawkhurst

Rex Baldock, 65, who has been the
Head Greenkeeper at Hawkhurst
since the course opened in 1968, has
retired.

Rex started with the club two years
before it opened when work first began
to create a golf course at Hawkhurst.

He has been so dedicated to what
he calls his as his personal garden, that
back in the early days of the club, he
could often be seen on his hands and
knees weeding the greens. And when
there was a Sprinkler and Watering
Restrictions in the summer of 1976,
the then secretary of the Kent Golfing
Union wrote to the club congratulat-
ing the green staff on the magnificent
greens, which, he stated, “were lhc
best he had played on all summer”

On receiving this accolade Rex was
asked how he had managed to keep

retirement

the greens in such good order. It turned
out that unbeknown to anyone, he
had gone out each night after mid-
night and hand watered the greens
with a watering can commenting, “I'm
not going to let the buggers spoil my
greens.

Rex's retirement was marked with a
Testimonial Competition, and presen-
tation of cheques by the club’s General
Manager, Brian Morrison, and
Veterans’ Captain, Les Dadswell.

Sadly Rex’s retirement has been
totally overshadowed by the recent
loss of his wife Naomi (known to most
as Pat). He has two sons Philip and
Stephen and a daughter Rachel.

He now intends to spend his time
visiting relations at home and abroad
and, of course, tending his own
garden.

DTI support

Through British Trade International,
the ABA has been offered financial
support from the DTT under the SESA
programme (Support for Exhibitions
and Seminars Abroad) for UK com-
panies to exhibit at the GCSAA Trade
Show in New Orleans 18-20 February
2000.

More than 700 exhibits will be in
place for the annual GCSAA trade
show, the largest of its kind in the

world. From blowers to drainage sys-
tems, to mowers and utility vehicles -
everything to oversee the operation of
a golf course.

To be eligible for the grant compa-
nies must be UK based and exhibiting
goods and services of UK origin.

@ Companies can claim back 60%
of expenditure on stand space and

stand construction up to a total of

£2,300.

for overseas exhibitors

® A free First Time Exhibitors
Package is available to all companies
a\hlhmng with DTT support for the
very first time in any market.

Further information and grant
application forms are available
from the ABA. Deadline for
receipt of grant applications
15 November 1999.

Tel: 01733 371381

Oliver Seeds
invest in the
future with
new award

Oliver Seeds has been awarded
‘Investor in People’ accreditation
after fulfilling the scheme, a compre-
hensive evaluation of its business and
employee training and development
programme.

The company currently employs 17
at its Lincoln head office and some
70 agents operating throughout the

I

“Investor in People accreditation is
excellent for the whole company and
an important stage in its evolution.
Such development is vital if we are
to keep ahead of our competitors and
for customers to be assured they are
working with a professional compa-
ny with personnel who are fully
trained in responding to the needs
and issues of their business,” said
Roger Peacock, Amenity Product
Manager, who \])L‘dl’ht‘d(lL‘d the suc-
u‘ss!ul application for Investor in
People.

ESGA and AFAG
join forces to
form new Euro
association

The European Society of Golf
Course Architects (ESGA) and the
Association Francaise des Architectes
de Golf (AFAG) met in Paris on July
10, and decided to merge into one
association.

The legalities of this merger are
presently being drafted and the new
(ngdm\allon is expecte d to be opera-
tional by the Autumn of 1999.

The Association will group 46
members representing eleven coun-
tries with first office in Vienna and will
be called the “European Association of

Golf Course Architects” (EAGA).

A previous attempt to amalgamate
with the British Institute of Golf
Course Architects (BIGCA) failed
earlier this year, in March.

The EAGA is a truly European
Association and will not pretend or
have the presumption to dictate style.
It will, however, promote high stan-
dards of construction and safety,
especially in conjunction with the
ever increasing legislation caused by
escalating ecological constraints cou-
pled with project viability.

The EAGA will maintain the strict
entry requirements needed to join as
a full member but will encourage a
larger and more representative asso-
ciation by asking new members to
join among the qualified architects
operating in Europe which will hope-
fully and eventually also include the
British Institute (BIGCA).

September 1999 Greenkeeper International 7



pSSISTANT SR e,
X

Nuﬂmw“’a {

Usually the spotlight falls on
the Course Manager or Head
Greenkeeper at a Club.

Now it is the turn of those
whose work often goes
unheralded to star.

Name: Richard Mullen
Club: Swanston GC

Position: Deputy Head
Greenkeeper

Age: 24

1. How long have you been a
greenkeeper?
8 and a half years

2. What education are you
currently undertaking?
Just completed an HNC

3. Which one task do you
most enjoy doing?
Cutting fairways

4. Which one task do you
most dislike doing?
Patching fairways

5. What job other than
greenkeeping might you have
ended up doing?

Working in an office somewhere

6. Who has been the biggest
influence on your career?
Jimmy Nielson, Scottish
Chairman

7. What would you do to
improve the life of a
greenkeeper?

Better relations with the golf club

8. What are your hobbies?
Football and golf

9. What do you get out of
BIGGA?
Outings and meeting people

10. What do you hope to be
doing in 10 years time?
Course Manager

8 Greenkeeper International September 1999

Textron support for Otley College

Textron Turf Care and Specialty
Products have provided Otley College
with one of their latest fairway mow-
ers to assist with training for prospective
engineers at their newly opened Centre
of Excellence.

Leader of the House of Commons,
the Rt. Hon. Margaret Beckett,
M.R, on a recent visit accepted the
Jacobsen LF3400 mower on behalf
of the College.

Otley College of Agriculture and
Horticulture is a recognised Centre
of Excellence and recently secured
a £1 million grant that enabled
them to erect and equip a new build-
ing with high-tech electronic
teaching equipment. The computer-
based system enables engineering
students to study electronics, pneu-
matics, hydraulics and electrics and
can also be used for fault diagnosis.

The LF3400 will have faults
introduced to its various systems h_\'
the lecturers and students will then
use the equipment to initially diag-
nose the faults and then complete
the relevant repair.

[an Miller, Head of Resources/

Project Manager for the Centre of
Excellence said, “We are extremely
grateful for Textron’s donation of
the LF3400, as it is one of their lat-
est machines and provides our

students with an excellent train-
ing aid. This will help us to main-

tain our status as a Centre of
Excellence to the landbased engi-
neering sector.”

Re-surfacing

Rubaroc International, the world-
wide manufacturer, supplier and
installer of the rubber safety surfacing
material Pro-Path, have recently com-
pleted the first phase of a major contract
in southern Spain with Valderrama.

Valderrama, venue for the Ryder Cup
in '97 and the venue for the European
leg of the World Cup in November '99,

- . ~

undertaken at VValderrama

placed an order with Rubaroc
International to re-lay the cart paths sur-
rounding the magnificent 18-hole
course.

Mr  Ortiz-Patino, President of
Valderrama, chose the product after see-
ing it installed at the Royal Melbourne.
Over 2,000 square metres of Rubaroc
were installed at the Royal Melbourne

in 1996, and they are still delighted at
the durability Mr Ortiz-Patino was
extremely impmsscd with the installed
product. He felt that this would be the
ideal solution to provide a permanent
cover to the concrete cart pxu\\s and also
to replace the indoor/outdoor surface to
the main presentation area to the front
of the clubhouse.



Familiar? But where are they now?

This photograph has been uncov-

ered from the dim and distant past
showing some “ken speckled” figures
from the industry looking somewhat
younger. .
“ If you look closely at some of the
Iigmi‘s and picture them with anoth-
er 20 years of wrinkles and and
carrying a more pounds you might
recognised them as Walter Woods,
Jimmy Nielson, Elliott Small, Alistair
Connell, Chris Kennedy and Jimmy
Kidd. They are seen here outside the
R&A Clubhouse with colleagues
from the GCSAA.

Nairn invests in Toro for Centenery

Scotland’s Nairn Dunbar Golf Club,
near Inverness, has bought in a new
Toro ride-on greens mower and t}lin\':ly
mower to ensure the 6,720 yards cham-
pionship course looks its best for the
club’s centenary celebrations this year.

With 100 _\'L'm's of golfing history
being celebrated throughout 1999 with
an ambitious series of special tourna-
ments, the delivery of a new
Greensmaster 3200-D and Reelmaster
5200-D is helping make it a little eas-
ier for Head Greenkeeper Derek Roy
and his greenkeeping team to keep on
top of their hectic turf maintenance
programme.

Festivities at the club began earlier in
the year with a reenactment of the
npcliing of the course in 1899, com-
plete with figures in period costume
using golf clubs and balls of the day.

Club Secretary Scott Falconer is jus-
tifiably proud of his club, which opened
anew £1.5 million clubhouse in 1997,
and he said: “We've always received
excellent back-up and support from

both Lely and their Scottish dealer AM
Russell, and the two new Toro mowers

will guarantee our players the finest turf
during this year’s packed programme.”

Gleneagles moves into the

Past employees of Gleneagles are
now able to enjoy up to date resort
news on-line at a new site designed
specifically for their use.

Visitors to www.gleneagles-alum-

ni.com have the opportunity to surf

through details of exciting new devel-
opments, current staff news, job
vacancies, and even e-mail present

employees at the world famous resort.
A search facility also assists those
interested in tracing old friends and
colleagues. With a direct link to the
resort’'s main web site, past employ-
ees can view many of the changes at
the resort via 3600 photos.

The creation of the alumni site is
something Managing Director, Peter

cyber age

Lederer, has been eager to pursue.
“The Internet provides us with a
marvellous chance to keep in touch
with colleagues and friends around
the globe. Similarly there is the oppor-
tunity for them to refer new people
who are looking for the level of train-
ing and career development they
received while at Gleneagles.”

A fond farewell
to James

BIGGA's Sales and Marketing
Manager, James McEvoy; has left the
Association to return to the telecom-
munication’s industry in which he
started his career,

“James had been with BIGGA for
three years and in that time had
become a well respected and popular
figure within the fine turf industry,”
said Executive Director, Neil
Thomas.

“We value the work he did while
with the Association and wish him,
and his wife Julie, every success in
the future,” he added.

Tim joins
Rain Bird's
Golf Division

Rain  Bird’s Golf  Division
announces the addition of Tim
Lambert to the sales department as
a Regional Sales Manager.

Overseeing Rain Bird’s golf busi-
ness in the northwestern region, Tim
will focus on building relationships
with distributors and seeking oppor-
tunities in new course construction
and renovation. Prior to joining Rain
Bird, Lambert worked for Black &
Decker where he served, most recent-
ly, as National Account Manager for
]%m\'cr tools and accessories.

A native of Beaverton, Ore.,
Lambert is a graduate of Oregon
State University. He holds a bache-
lor of science degree in exercise and
sports management.
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Textron appoint
RS Bird as
South and
West Wales

dealers

R S Bird Ltd of Cowbridge, in the
Vale of Glamorgan, has been appoint-
ed as Textron Turf Care and Specialty
Product’s dealer for South and West
Wales.

To celebrate this appointment an
open day was held recently at the
Royal Porthcawl Golf Club and
attended by over 150 people includ-
ing senior greenkeepers and Greens
Committee Chairman from numer-
ous clubs in the region.

Some of the products that were
demonstrated from the Jacobsen
Turfco range included the Fl 5B
Mete-R-Matic ~ Pedestrian  Top
Dresser, Pro-Lite Turf Cutter and the
F12 Mete-R-Matic which can be
towed by a wide range of turf main-
tenance vehicles.

Roger Bird, the Chairman of R S
Bird Ltd, commented,

“It was a beneficial two days which
enabled us to introduce products
from the Textron range. The open day
was a tremendous success and we
were delighted with the attendance
from many senior turf care profes-
sionals.”

Rigby Taylor on the move

Rigby Taylor has recently moved its southern region operation to
new, larger premises on the Riverway Estate at Peasmarsh,
Guildford, close by its previous site. The new depot has more than
doubled the previous warehouse space to 22,500 sq ft complete with
a new purpose built pesticide store. The newly furnished offices
house the operation centre for the Company's extensive distribution
network serving Southern England with a range of amenity products
including their MASCOT portfolio. In addition to their normal
delivery services the company invites customers to “Call and
Collect” if this suits their particular business requirements.

Barenbrug's
Southern
distribution
awarded to
Avoncrop

Barenbrug UK has forged a new part-
nership in an effort to further enhance
its service to customers in southern
Britain. Avoncrop Amenity has been
appointed as the distributor for this
diverse region, which spans a signifi-
cant area from Cornwall to Kent and
from South Wales to Leicestershire.

Avoncrop is an established amenity
distributor based in Sandford, near
Weston-Super-Mare, with warehous-
ing facilities both there and at its depot
in Bracknell. Managing Director, Rod
Feltham, heads up a team of ten
Technical Area Managers, plus a
Business Development Manager.
Avoncrop also has its own delivery
fleet, which will speed up Barenbrug's
response time to client requests.

Alan Lomas, Sales & Marketing
Manager for Barenbrug UK, points out
that Avoncrop were preferred for their
decade-long track record of achieve-
ment.

“We're always checking to see that
our service is as efficient and courte-
ous as it can possibly be. By linking up
with Avoncrop, we're able to offer even
higher standards of professionalism.”

It doesn’t have to be

green & yellow for...

JOHN DEERE
CREDIT

'We do more than you think’

3

JOHN DEERE CREDIT LIMITED

JDC House, Barnett Way, Barnwood, Gloucester GL4 3RT
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For more information on
groundscare equipment finance,
contact our sales office on:

Freephone

0800 592422

The cost effective way to kill

Rabbits&Moles

Underground!

T ogtoxin

Gassing Tablets
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Always read the label before use.

Dispenser and “Eco-Placer”

also available from

PILTLAND TECHNOLOGY Ltd.

83 Elton Road, Stibbington, Peterborough, PES 6JX

Tel: 01780 783758

visit our website to see our full range of products
http://www.piltland.co.uk

E-mail:

mail@piltland.co.uk

Use pesticides safely. Contains aluminium phosphide.

Fax: 01780 783818

681 §94 PY


http://www.piltland

DEADLY TO FUSARIUM PATCH YET SAFE TO SOIL BACTERIA

2

A CLOSER LOOK
AT RIMIDI

Friends and Foes... under the microscope. Crippling turf diseases
like Fusarium Patch, Red Thread, and Dollar Spot are easy prey
to the systemic fungicide Rimidin. Having both a protective
and curative action, Rimidin is fast acting, long lasting,
reliable and cost effective. Yet Rimidin has been proven safe to
those all-important beneficial soil bacteria. Take a closer look.

1Z] $94 PY

rigby taylor

Rigby Taylor Limited, Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancashire BL1 4AE. Tel: (01204) 394888 Fax: (01204) 398379. Further details FREEFONE 0800 424 919.
Rimidin contains fenarimol. *Rimidin is a trade mark of Dow AgroSciences. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL. USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
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Italian Grillo
mowers are
‘brillo’ for
Parkers

Introduced from Italy by Bernard
Jarker Marketing is a range of rotary

mowers from Grillo of Italy: These are
particularly suitable for amenity areas
where high manoeuvrability is para-
mount. Two top of the range models,
designated “The Dragon’ and ‘Bee,Fly’
are driven and steered hydrostatically
by the front wheels with rear castor-
ing wheels. This gives them zero radius
turning, without tearing or scuffing of
the turf.

Both of these machines have front
mounted cutting decks giving the
operator maximum vision of the oper-
ation, and a range of size, cutting and
discharge options such as mulching
and side discharge is offered. The col-
lector on the ‘Dragon’ has a capacity
of 1 cubic metre while the ‘Bee Fly’
can be equipped with 300 or 700 litre
collectors. The machines are available
with hydraulic high lift of 1. 8m to
enable them to discharge direct into
vehicles or trailers. A turbine with case-
hardened removable blades and
oversize load pipe ensure the cut grass
is transferred quickly and cleanly into
the collector. “The Rolly” which is a
front wheel steered mower with a mid
mounted twin (overlapped) blade
deck is also h_\'dr()st.'uic:lllly driven but
conventionally steered with an excep-
tional lock. It has a 300 litre collector
which is filled directly through a large
centre duct. A differential lock is avail-
able.

For further information Tel: 01305
853530.

New release
from AmTec
on go-slow

The TRI-Phase is a new range of slow
release fertilisers from Amenity
Technology. The slow release element
of the new products is derived from
methylene urea ensuring a consistent,
phased release of nitrogen to the plant.

The range has been designed to sup-
plement The Andersons range of
phased release fertiliser and offers
three analyses for the greenkeeper to
chose from, with varying amounts of
slow release nitrogen.

For further information Tel: 0118
931 1111.
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Moore mower for your money

When Frank Moore was Sales
Director of Howard Rotavator
Company , one of his responsibilities
was the marketing a range of American
garden tractors

On retirement from the company; hav-
ing owned and used these machines
himself, he set about putting into prac-
tice all his ideas on what an ideal mower
should be like.

First, Frank cleared his mind of all
existing designs and preconceptions and
then he wrote down all the desirable fea-
tures, that he believed an experienced
user would like to have on a riding mow-
er. A number of prototypes were built
and the design developed until Frank
was satisfied that his “key points” had
been achieved. In the process he devel-
oped a weight-transfer mechanism,
which automatically increases traction
on a slope, and this together with the
“overarm dumping grass box which
empties grass into a trailer on top of a
heap in a few seconds, are two out-
standing features included in the patent.

Subsequently other ideas have been

incorporated, including the use of a rear
Slick tyred roller wheel to provide full
width rolling and prevent rutting on soft
ground. Also the ability to swing the
mulching mower to either side, whilst
mowing to avoid trees and shrubs.
Frank Moore says “When I set out to
design this mower, it was because no

machine existed, able to fulfil the user
needs I had identified and still there are
none. The Moore Mower is not a “Me-
Too” machine and I have been told that
it can genuinely be regarded as unique”.

Moore Mowers Ltd have been incor-
porated to manufacture and market the
machine.

Bradshaw to

John Bradshaw is to distribute the
Carryall ATV from Clubcar (USA), one
of the most versatile ATV to be offered
to the UK market.

John Bradshaw, Chief Executive of
Bradshaws, comments, “This new ATV
isnot only more flexible than other ATV
but will be supported by the Bradshaw
manufacturing organisation.

“This vehicle is much more than rapid
personnel transport. Its carrying capac-
ity is exceptional and can accommodate

distribute Clubcar ATV

detachable spraying and spreading
equipment; 800 Ibs loads or even a cou-
ple of sheep, depending on the
configuration chosen.’

Thenew ATVisan 11 hp, 351 cc pow-
ered two-seat, four-wheeler, with
differential lock and nearly 29 cm (11.4
ins) overall ground clearance (17 cm to
differential) together with an exception-
al 363Kg (800 Ibs) rated load capacity
on a flatbed measuring 1 238 x | 264
mm (49 x 50 ins approx) in area.

Standard features include all-alumini-
um chassis, heavy duty 4-ply tyres,
high-back bucket seats, differential
guard, 4-wheel hydraulic brakes plus
handbrake, full lighting, ABS diff-lock
and heavy duty plastic bumpers.

Options inclch tipping body, towing
brackets windscreen, winch, front and
side bars, additional lighting and heavy
duty floor protection.

For further information, tel 01780
782621.

Allett Mowers

launch Aztec

Allett Mowers has launch, the Aztec
Professional Cylinder onto the UK market.

David Allett, Director for Allen
Mowers, commented, “research and
development for this machine has been
ongoing. We have produced this machine
after seeing a requirement in the market
for a machine with all of the qualities of
the Aztec and we are confident that this
machine will meet and exceed all its expec-
tations.”

The machine has a number of key fea-
tures which make it unique in the
Professional Cylinder Mowers market
including: The only floating head
machine with interchangeable attach-
ments also incorporating a rear roller:

The only pedestrian cylinder mower
with a choice of either 20° or 24" attach-
ments The Aztec is constructed to
maintain heavy wear and tear, is easy to
maintain, use and is very operator friend-
ly: Fined with either plain or grooved front

rollers and available as a 20” or 24"
machine it will provide excellent stripping
on lawns, pitches and any other area of
fine turf.

With a variable height of cut adjust-
ment ranging from 2.4mm to 19 mm long
grass can be cut down to 2.4mm with
ease and quickly as the 10 bladed cylin-
der will cut 252 cuts per metre and the
6 bladed cylinder will cut 121 cuts per

metre. Although fully floating it still has
anumber of interchangeable attachments
one of which is a scarifier attachment that
will quickly remove thatch, the daily task
of maintaining an undulating area of fine
turf can be completed to an excellent stan-
dard with ease. A number of additional
units are planned.

For further information tel: 01241
873841.
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Unfair criticism

Could somebody come down hard
on the primadonnas that moaned
about Carnoustie last week! My
point is that everybody listens to
those with money, (however vacuous)
but the greenkeepers have no voice
and are disregarded. Most unfair do
you agree? The pros must know that

the greenkeepers have no right of

reply, but still complain about their
course (which is their pride and joy)
and try as might, the staff will react
to criticism, and treat them as a soft
target to be criticised with no come-
back. They seem to have learnt well
from our MPs in parliament!

Perhaps BIGGA could help by edu-
cating the golfing public/media on the
subject of course preparation for an
Open championship.

A lot of work and planning goes
into The Open and for it to be criti-
cised by people who only ever play on
perfect courses (ie:- American cours-
es) must be galling. Especially as these
people are there for only a few short
days and couldn’t care less about the
course during the rest of the year!

(or until they come back) -

Paul Bertenshaw.

A member of BIGGA since 1979.

Via e-mail

A BIGGA thankyou

[ have just graduated from a three
year HND in Golf Course
Management at Cannington College
in Somerset and I was delighted to
be awarded with the BIGGA South
West and South Wales Trophy, for
the ‘Best Student, plus best Major
Project, and a pass at Distinction.

As a member of your organisation
[ just wanted to say thank you very
much for putting up the award for
‘Best Student’, as not only was this
one of the proudest moments of my
life so far, but also of my parents.

Although many condemn awards, I
have to say that I was very flattered
to receive the trophies, and had no
idea before my graduation that I had
been awarded with these prizes. To
this end, I was wondering if you may
be able to give my achievement a
mention in a future issue of your
Greenkeeping International maga-
zine. It has always been my ambition
to have my name printed in your-
magazine, and it would seal the top
of a very proud occasion for both
myself and my family. Not to men-

tion the college lecturers and class
mates who have all been so helpful
in the last three years!

I believe it can only be a positive
thing, to publish winners of awards
(especially those put up by BIGGA),
as it can serve as a catalyst to other
aspiring candidates. Certainly this
has been the case for me, as 1 hold
great ambition to one day compete
for the Toro award for l\u‘llmu in
Greenkeeping, an ambition I have
gained purely from reading about
past winners in your magazine.

I would also like to thank all the
people involved within BIGGA for
supporting colleges and students, cer-
tainly throughout my HND you have
all been of great help and done all
you can to offer advice and informa-
tion.

Once again thank you for all your
support, and I look forward to con-
tinuing a long and enjoyable
membership within BIGGA through-
out my career.

William Bowden

Exmouth, East Devon

Contact us

You can contact The British and
International Golf Greenkeepers
Association in any number of
ways:

Post: BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark,
Alne, York, YO61 1UF

Tel: 01347 833800
Fax: 01347 833801
E-mail: reception@bigga.co.uk

Internet: www.bigga.org.uk

Lo N A
SITESAFE
MODULAR SYSTEMS

...make all the difference to secure

.\'l()l'ilg(‘ & Il('l‘()""“()dﬂlil)n units.

GARAGE PAVILION WORKSHOP

For further informations

please contact:

(‘l.l“\'l“lANl) Irvine Weston on Tel: 01427 752058 or

sl’l‘l‘ sl‘l‘ l‘ Cleveland Sitesafe l..ld. Park Farm,

LIMITE Dunsdale, Guisborough,
Cleveland. TS14 6RQ.

Tel: 01642 475009 or Fax: 01642 471036.

95 494 PY

EVERGREENS UK
Tel: 01572 768208

Winter Tee Mats and Frames available
in assorted sizes and surfaces.
Call now for samples, brochure and price list.
Orders now being taken for the coming win-
ter season.

No 2 Extons Units, Market Overton
Industrial Estate, Market Overton,
Nr Oakham LE15 7PP

Fax: 01572 768261

Available from any leading Golf Course Supplier

925 §°4 PY
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Whatever the job, Iseki has
the Power of the Team

Iseki have a comprehensive range of compact tractors with the muscle
and manoeuvrability to take on any task.

From greenhouse to golf course, nurseries, stables, parks and gardens,
Iseki products offer economy, efficiency and long life, plus a variety of
accessory options designed for the job in hand.

Iseki products are available from the Textron UK dealer network
offering; the Power of the Team for sales, demonstrations, service and
spares.

For more information on ISEKI products phone 0500 026208.

RANSOMES * JACOBSEN *» CUSHMAN * RYAN ¢« E-Z-GO * ISEKI

Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG Telephone: (01473) 270000 Fax: (01473) 276300
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Ken Barber puts thatch under the microscope and
comes up with some ideas to minimise its effects.

Above: A core sample taken from a predominately
sand based green, which over the last five years,
has received little thatch management

Thatch accumulation is one of the
most common turf related problems
experienced bi: today’s Course
Managlers. yet this is not something
new. However, because of the ever
increasing demands placed on golf
courses throughout the year, effective
thatch management is essential.
Without this, there is a point where-
by the long term quality of greens
suffer, especially if committees with-
in a club demand that management
programmes such as hollow coring or
top-dressing greens are carried out
early spring or late autumn when the
benefits are minimal.

The hard facts are - if thatch is not
correctly managed, clubs can expect
to play on temporary greens at some

int during the winter, and not just
Egcause they are covered in frost, but
because they retain excessive mois-
ture and are more suited to growing
rice than turf!

Thatch is more often the result of

vor turf management than a prob-
em that must be managed. If thatch
levels are allowed to get out of con-
trol, putting surfaces can quickly
deteriorate. Members then demand
to know why they have to play on
tcmpora%\greens most or part of the
winter. Then at the first signs of
summer, the greens turn brown, usu-
ally as a rcsuﬁrf)f dry-patch, and the
irrigation is turned on to keep them
alive. This ineffectual form of man-
agement only increases expenditure
and will certainly not decrease thatch.

Methods of controlling thatch will
vary from one Head Greenkeeper to
the next and this is not just depen-
dent on the structure of the greens.
However, it is important to ﬁ:ve a

TEXTRON

TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

“The Kearning Expevience'

clear understanding of the basic com-
ponents of thatch - what causes it,
the effects on turf health and vigour
as well as methods of control.

What is thatch? Thatch is the accu-
mulation of organic residuals,
consisting of, and intermingled with,
dead, living or partly decomposed
roots, stems and shoots, which devel-
op between the soil surface and the
activel win en vegetation,
Thatc §rr1(l)y b%ecg;es a gprobh:m
when its density causes grass plants
to grow on top of the thatch layer
rather than on the soil surface.

What is mat? Thatch intermingled
with mineral matter, usually as a
result of topdressing. Around six mil-
limetres of mat is advantageous as it

romotes weed free, drought tolerant,
ree draining turf, which provides a
cushion against the daily wear and
tear cause§ by golf and maintenance
traffic.

What causes excessive thatch?
Thatch increases when the rate of
shoot production exceeds the rate of
decomposition.

There are several influential factors
which will contribute or accelerate an
increase in thatch levels and conse-
quently management practices will
vary from club to club, depending on
resources, cultural practices and,
ultimately, the knowledge and expe-
rience of the Head Greenkeeper. One
or several of these factors may be
linked i.e. soil characteristics, grass
species, soil pH, fertility input, irri-
gation practices, even microbial
populations.

e characteristics of a soil will, no
doubt, have some influence. For
example high percent sand greens, by
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Right: A change in the
management regime can be
clearly seen with recent hollow
coring and top-dressing. Note

the new white roots growing
beyond the tine hole.

Below: Hollow coring a green
with one of the many aerating
machines which simplify this

important task

16 G

1999

their very nature have low CEC
(cation exchange capacity), and more
often than not, low microbial popu-
lations  essential in  thatch
decomposition. However, the bene-
fits may compensate for the negatives
with this method of construction,
which is being favoured more and
more throughout Europe. The oper-
ating costs of high percentage sand
reens may be a little higher, but if
ﬁuilt correctly and sound manage-
ment practices are implemented,
those costs can be redeemed through
a full contented membership and
maximising premium green-fee rates
as the greens are free draining and
playable throughout the winter.

Soil greens retain nutrients longer,
generally have higher CEC and
microbial counts, but are still vulner-
able to thatch accumulation,
although this is more likely as a result
of compaction, reduced oxygen sup-
ply to the roots, or excessive fertility
input.

he type of grass species and culti-
vars will effect a management regime,
based upon the growth habit and
aggressiveness of the desirable grass
species. Bents, in particular the creep-
ing bents, have a vigorous growth
ha%)it and the new varieties of creep-
ing bent such as A-4 or G-6 are
reputed to be so aggressive they out-
compete annual meadow grass.

At the other end of the scale there
are the less aggressive growing
species, such as the fine fescues,
which can produce significant thatch
layers due to their leaves, nodes and
crowns being extremely resistant

_ (high li\;fnin content) to decomposi-

tion. Although, with fine fescues,
thatch levels take longer to accumu-
late than do other more vigorous
growing grass species, their recovery
rate is slow and therefore any
mechanical de-thatching operation
should be less severe than with oth-
er grasses.

e soil pH can have an adverse
effect on thatch development and as
the pH decreases thatch is likely to
increase - this is primarily due to acid
soils having a negative effect on

microbial p()f)ulations, thus reducing
the potential for decomposition.

High aprlicatjon of nitrogenous fer-
tilisers will promote excessive thatch
through the production of lush, suc-
culent shoot growth. The application
of fertilisers containing the ammoni-
um form of nitrogen, for example,
sulphate of ammoniuni, are likely to
increase acidity, while nitrate con-
taining fertilisers such as potassium
nitrate may cause the soil to become
more alkaline.

Excessive irrigation practices can
cause soils to become waterlogged,
resulting in reduced oxygen levels and
thus iniibit microbial populations.
There is also the potential of plant
nutrients being lost through leaching.

What effects will thatch have on
turf quality? Excessive thatch will
decrease the vigour of turf grasses by
restricting the movement of water,
gas exchange, nutrient availability,
cold and drought stress tolerance,
pesticide movement and degrada-
tion, and is likely to increase pest and
disease incidence.

Soft, spongy greens can quickly
become saturated, while the soil
immediately below; can, in some cas-
es, remain dry. An increase in thatch
levels will reduce root depth and as a
result grasses become more suscepti-
ble to changes in temperature. T"Lis
can contribute to causing a
hydrophobic  condition ~ (“dry
patch”), whereby soils may not nec-
essarily be compacted but are hard to
re-wet. This is thought to be associ-
ated with certain disease pathogens
producing a waxy coating or secretion
surrounding soil particles or thatch,
thus preventing water penetration.

Thatch will have a negative effect
on diffusion, the exchange of gases,
oxygen (0,) and carbon dioxide (C0,)
between the soil air spaces and the
atmosphere, which will ultimately
effect root development - with a
reduction in oxygen and possibly an
increase in carbon dioxide (CO, tox-
icity) root tips will die and older roots
can become non-functional.

Thatch can effect the movement of
nutrients by preventing penetration
through to the soil. Water soluble
nitrogen sources are more likely to be
lost to volatilisation, while non-
mobile fertilisers, such as phosphorus
may not penetrate the thatch layer.

Excessive nitrogen levels will induce
rapid, succulent shoot growth, which
is prone to scal[f)ing by mowing equip-
ment and is frequently more of a

roblem on heavily thatched greens.
F{oot growth, disease resistance, tem-
perature, drought and wear tolerance
is reduced as nitrogen levels are
increased.

The fate and efficiency of pesticides
can be effected by excessive thatch
which can act as a second canopy lay-
er through which pesticides must pass
and which can physically bind the
pesticide, reducing its ability to reach
the target area. This could possibly

reduce leach loss but may also reduce

sticide efficiency. Once a thatch
E:comes hydrophobic it can reduce
pesticide efficiency by inhibiting pen-
etration or causing runoff.

Thatch will harbour many types of
disease pathogens waiting for envi-
ronmental conditions suited to their
active growth. They survive as rest-
ing structures or as saprophytes
(organisms which live on dead organ-
ic matter) in thatch. For many turf
grass pathogens thatch provides the
perfect moist environment, but some
say that most turf I%rass pathogens are
air-born and therefore thatch cannot
necessarily increase disease inci-
dence. However, evidence proves that
excessive thatch reduces turf grass
health and vigour and therefore must
surely increase disease incidence.

Options to control thatch. The pre-
vention of excessive thatch is
managed by cultural practices
through either mechanical or biolog-
ical means.

Biological control is linked to main-
taining a healthy environment in
order for micro-organisms to decom-
pose thatch. It is important to
remember that thatch accumulates
over a period of time and the more
vigorous species such as bent grass
may produce excessive thatch in just
two or three growing seasons. So from
the early days of establishment, it is
important to understand the growth
habit of the grasses you are manag-
ing, as this will dictate the kind of
management regime you implement.
If you inherit a thatch related prob-
lem, then it is advisable not to
attempt eradicating the problem in
one season, but to programme a series
of operations over a period of one or
two years, ensuring that any operation
is carried out when environmental con-
ditions favour thatch removal ie.
grasses are actively growing, thatch is
moist and temperatures are adequate
to support active growth and a rapid
Tecovery.

As previously mentioned, thatch
can be produced through various
physical or environmental conditions,
and the resulting characteristics of the
thatch can alter from soft and hold-
ing water, like a sponge, to dense and
tightly bound, preventing moisture
penetration. Totally different manzClFe-
ment programmes may be required.

However, increasing the oxygen to
the soil environment will go a long
way towards solving the problem.
Fifty percent of thatch related prob-
lems could be resolved simply by
aeration. Unfortunately however, the
more disruptive the form of aeration,
the better the results.

Hollow coring is undoubtedly the
quickest and most beneficial way in
which to reduce excessive thatch, as
this not only physically removes
organic matter, but permits gas
exchange, vital in maintaining a
healthy microbial environment nec-
essary in thatch decomposition. It



also assists with the move-
ment of pesticides, nutrients
and water through to the
soil layer - how many times
have you seen he: (Ith\ white
roots growing in tine holes
or slits? Because hollow cor-
ing is disruptive to putting
surfaces and subsequently
upsetting to golfers, we tend
to restrict this operation to
one or two oc S1ons P(‘l'
year. However, although not
quite as effective, there are
other forms of ition
which can also be beneficial
in thatch reduction. These
include the use of solid, chis-
el and slit tines, designed
more to relieve compaction
and permit air and water
movement than physically
remove thatch. Slit tines
(thin bladed knives) can be
used on a regular basis, not
only for the benefits already
mentioned, but also prun-
ing tillers, yet causing
minimal surface disruption.

Consideration for the long
term quality and condition
of the golf course must
always come first, and this means
course maintenance programmes
should not be dictated by club com-
etitions - ideally the reverse should
nappen. Hollow coring greens at the
end of March or October will be far
less beneficial in reducing thatch and
recovery time will be slow, rather than
when actively growing in April, May
or \pu‘mhcx (this will naturally vary
according to the part of the country
you are working).

If well informed and given the
choice, it is likely that members
would rather have two weeks of dis-
ruption during the growing season
than two months or so of playing
competitions on temporary greens
during the winter. Communication to
members/visitors via the club diary
and noticeboard that, subject to
weather, the greens are to be hollow
tined during the first week of May
and the last week of September (ear-
lier in the north of the country) then
competitions and society h()()l\mgs
can be planned according
pre-warned, is to be prepared.”

Top-dressing greens, either as a sep-
arate programme or in conjunction
with a coring programme, will dilute
thatch and assist in producing an
environment more conducive to
plant growth. The number of occa-
sions greens are top-dressed is

depend
your particular grasses.

Assuming
that the underlying soils are of the
desired \pulllt tion, it is 1mp()n.lnl
that the top-dressing material is com-
patible (similz size and
composition) with the root zone to
avoid layering.

[rrigation management is reliant on
the ability of water movement from

1t on the growth habit of

the surface through to the root zone
effectively and for moisture to be
retained in the macro and micro-pore
spaces. Irrigate when there is least
wind, preferably early morning. The
aim should be to wet the soils with-
out exceeding infiltration and

‘olation rates. Research shows
that roots do not “go in search of
water.” However, roots only grow in
moist soil and continually grow into
new areas that have not yet dried out.
So, in practice, this means that if only
the upper layers of the root zone
remain moist, roots will be confined
to these areas. If, by probing into the
soil, it is revealed that the soil is dry
a few centimetres below the surf
this will largely be due to root upmkc
and the root system will continue to
shrink as it removes the moisture. By
assessing the moisture content with-
in the first 15 - 20 centimetres of the
soil profile using a soil probe, will
ensure adequate moisture for healthy
root dcnlnpnu‘nl

Fertility regimes will vary from
course to course and will be depen-
dent on the Head Greenkeeper's
ideals and philosophies. However, it
is important to avoid excessive appli-
cations of nitrogen and monitor
nutrient availability and pH reading
via soil tests.

('()n(r()lling thatch is essential to
maints unmg healthy turf and pmh-
lems relating to thatch accumulation
can be avoided if sound management
programmes are lmplcmcnu d -
REMEMBER - Be pro-active rather
than re-active and “don't let the
thatch grow beneath your feet.”

Ken Barber, Turfgrass Consultant
Tel/Fax +44 (0) 1825 732031
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BIGGA HOUSE and Local Training Courses are filling up fast!
BIGGA's Education & Training Manager, Ken Richardson gives
details of the last few available places.

EDUCATION UPDATE

The BIGGA Golf Course
Environment Competition in
Association with Amazone
Ground Care and Grass
Roots Trading Company

Bob Taylor, from STRI, and Dr
Keith Duff, from English Nature, are
reaching the final stages of judging
for this Competition. The Regional
Winners and the National Winner
will be informed as soon as possible.

The Learning Experience
2000 sponsored by Textron
Turfcare and Speciality
Products

The Programme and booking form
for the Learning Experience 2000 are
included with this magazine. The
National Education Conference,
which is structured differently for
2000, will run alongside five
Workshops followed by the BTME
Seminars. We will also be running a
course for Chairman of Green and
Golf Club Secretaries, jointly, with
the STRI, on Running Golf Courses
in the 21st Century. Places are sell-
ing out fast with many delegates
booking their place before ~the
brochure was printed. To be sure of
your place at Harrogate in January
2000, ensure that you complete and
return your booking form as soon as
p()s,\lh]( For further information on
the Learning Experience or for advice
on completing your booking form,
please contact Sami on the Learning
Experience Hot Line 01347 833833.

BIGGA HOUSE and Local
Training Courses

Applications for both Regional
Tminins5 Courses and BIGGA House
Courses are arriving at HQ at a steady
rate, with two courses almost full.
Contact either Ken Richardson or
Sami on 01347 833800 to check cur-
rent availability.

Budgeting,
11-12 October Full

Budgeting, Maidstone
3-4 November 1 place left

Health & Safety 1, Cambridge
9 November 1 place left

Health & Safety 2. Crawley
10 November

Soil Science, Hatfield
23 November 3 places left

Essential Management Skills
Leicester, 24-25

Soil Science Bigga House
30 November 1 place left

Health & Safety 2, Crawhy

3 February 2 places left

Essential Manugament. Falkirk
7-8 February 4 places

Essential management, Brighton
28-29 Feb Ful

Essential Management, Brlghton
1-2 March

The Scottish Golf Course
Advisory Group Golf Bag
Project

The Scottish Golf Course Advisory
Group has been working hard over a
number of years to improve the envi-

ronmental quality of Scottish Golf

Courses. This important objective
has been supported by the introduc-
tion of ‘Golf Bags' to more than 50
sites throughout Scotland. The Golf
Bags do not contain clubs, balls or
clothing, rather, they contain a wealth
of information on environmental man-
agement and environmentally aware
golf course design, including books,
videos, leaflets and case studies.

Each Golf Bag is looked after by a
Bag Manager who is responsible for
the dispatch and return of all items
in the bag. Golf Clubs may borrow
items from the bag or may buy items
if they wish to hold onto them per-
manently. Golf Bags contain
information on birds, bird boxes,
nests, bracken, walls, hedges, dunes,
heathland, moorland, lowlands,
woodlands and waterways, to name
but a few, giving information that
greenkeepers, club officials, golf club
members, architects and constructors
could all find useful.

In his foreword to the Golf Bag
Handbook, Colin Montgomerie says
that a golf course that has been sensi-
tively designed and managed in a way
that” works with nature is normally
more interesting and challenging. The
information provided in the Golf Bag

ON COURSE

WITH BIGGA EDUCATION

Gou Gmw
Reconstruction

British & International Golf Greenkeepers
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Association, BIGGA HOUSE,

Aldwark, Alne,

York, YO61 1UF

Tel: 01347 833800

Fax: 01347

proves that golf and the environment
can work together providing a res pite
from outside pressures and ensuring
that golf courses and the areas that
surround them will be available for
our descendants to enjoy.

The Golf Bag is an excellent idea
giving a mass of easy to follow infor-
mation on golf course ecological
management. It would be pleasing to
see such Golf Bags available to all golf
clubs in Britain and throughout
Europe.

More information on the Golf Bags,
including the location of your nearest

Golf Bag Manager and general advice
on all aspects of conservation on golf
courses can be obtained from the
Scottish Golf Course Wildlife Advisor,
¢/o Scottish Natural Heritage, 2
Anderson Place, Leith, Edinburgh,
EH6 5NP, 0131 5549797.

Full details of the
education and
training options
available at
BTME2000 are
included in

‘The Leamning

Experience’

brochure,

distributed free

with this edition

of Greenkeeper International.

NEED MORE COPIES?
TEL: 01347 833833

Golf Course

Preparation Video

£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

Golf Course
struction Video
to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

Ecology Book
£3.00 to BIGGA members
£7.00 to non-members

Ecology Video
£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

Raising the Standards of Mowing
Management Video

£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

Setting the Standard in Spraying
Application Video

£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members
Email: education(

833801 Dbigga.co.uk


mailto:education@bigga.co.uk

THE COMPLETE UTILITY TASK FORCE.

Kawasaki Mules. Lightweight taskmasters built to tackle the toughest of tasks.
Now available in four models including the powerful new Diesel Mule that's heavy
duty yet light on fuel. Kawasaki gets the job done. To experience the power behind

the work, call our freephone number or your nearest Kawasaki dealer.

POWERFUL
ECONOMICAL
VERSATILE

B Kawasaki

Call free for a brochure

0800 500245
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As Autumn approaches you may be
looking to kit yourself out with some new
work wear. Before you look any further
check out the exciting range of clothing
and footwear from the BIGGA Collection
from Stylo Matchmakers.

Stylo, who are also a Golden Key
Supporter of the Association, have devel-
oped a range of BIGGA work wear which
is competitively priced and designed to
fulfil the needs 0} anyone working in the
greenkeeping profession. All the ﬁothing
available is made to the highest specifica-
tion in durable materials - offering
working comfort as well as practicality. Al
items subtly feature the BfGGA logo.

While all the garments and footwear
available represent exceptionally good val-
ue for money - they have aﬁo been
designed to be stylish and practical for
general leisure as well as work use.

Did you see the special offers?

Both the July and August editions of
Greenkeeper International carried special
offers on the current 1999 range. In July,
if you bought a Hurricane Waterproof
Jacket, you received a FREE workshirt,
worth £14.95, which is made from 100%
brushed cotton and is ideal to wear in all
weather conditions. Also, there was a spe-
cial value deal, pay only £25, when you
purchased a pair of poly/cotton trousers
AND a sweatshirt, and save over £6. The
offers didn’t end there! Look at your

During July, BIGGA's Membership Services Officer, Tracey
Maddison welcomed over 65 new members to the Association.
Read on to find out about another service offered to you through
your membership to BIGGA.

August  edition of  Greenkeeper
International for special 2 for 1 offers. In
other words the Lister and Owen
Knitshirts were available at an unmissable
bargain offer of buy one and get one
FREE, as were the workshirts. Finally, the
Basket Weave Slipovers were available
with £5 off the brochure price, ideal as we
approach the unpredictable autumn
months.

Also, check out the excellent water-
proof/breathable rainsuit, available in
navy blue colour at a competitive price of
£49.95. The matching jacket and trousers
have zip and popper fastening to ensure
complete protection from the rain. To
compliment the range, there is an
extremely useful full zip fleece available,
ideally suited for both work and leisure
use. Made from Teflon material, which
ensures that rain will ‘run-off’, the gar-
ment is quick drying and very practical.
Although I am told by greenkeepers who
already have one of these, they sze had
to keep an eye on it as their wives like the
look o%thcm and have tried claiming them
for themselves! However, at a giveway
price of just £29.95 it won't break the
Lank. Available in Medium, Large and
Extra Large sizes.

For a copy of the full brochure contact
the Membership Department at HQ on
01347 833800 and we will only be too
happy to send you one.

Next month: Our International membership column visits the USA

F‘“ANCE HNANCE F/%
(s)

BIGGA welcomes...

Scotland

Alexander Donaghy, West
Maurice Hadden, North

Colin William Riddoch, North
Alastair Scott, North

Steven James Simpson, North

Northern

Adam Kellett, North West

Paul Ernest Lander, North West
David Lowe, Sheffield

Gordon Mackintosh, North West
Wayne John Robinson, North West
James Wardman, Northern

Midland

Roger Clitherow, BB&O

Clive John Fisher, Midland

John James Frankham, BB&O
Steven James Gardner, BB&O

Ryun Mark Holden, East Midland
Christopher John Jackson, Midland
Wayne Jackson, Mid Anglia

Michael Jones, BB&O

Richard Terence Lowe, Midland

Gary Paul McEvans, BB&O

Michael Andrew Parker. Midland

K J Pickaver, Midland

Keith Preece, BB&O

David James Richardson, Midland
Mark James Sherrington, BB&O

Alex James Shore, BB&O

Brian Kenneth Slater, East of England
Daniel James Wheatley, East Midland

South East

Nigel Graham Barnes, Essex
Terry Edward Burton, Essex
Michael James Collyer, Surrey
Jonathan Day, Surrey

Timothy Simon Duncton, Surrey
Anthony Bernard Field, Surrey
Gerry Grant, Surrey

Paul Knapp, London

Paul John Laight, East Anglia
Andy Peter Long, Surrey

Gary Mills, Kent

Aaron Percival, London

Keith Charles Rowley, London
Neil Albert Sewell, Surrey
James Edward Speller, London
Mark Stopps, Essex

Paul William Varley, Surrey

South West & South Wales

Michael Coln Cooke, South Wales
Craig Gibson, south West

Ken Hodgkiss, South West

Craig Richardson, South West
Paul Thomas Slade, South West

Northern ireland

Paul John Mathieson, South East
Rep of ireland

Lance Evans, Rep of Ireland
International

Rezola Murva Eugenio Jose, Spain
Eva Ek, Sweden

Goran Ivarsson, Sweden

Mr Forshaw, USA

Mark Ernest Lawson, USA
Associate

Nicholas Leefe, Northern

S Phipps, North West

Raymond Wigley, BB&O

Darren Paul Smith, East Anglia
S Everett, South Coast

Trevor Downing of J Rothschild Assurance introduces the first in a

z series of articles on protection, investment, pensions and mortgage

A
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planning which we believe will be of much benefit to BIGGA members.

Are you paying too much for your mortgage?

As we are all aware, interest rates
are extremely low at the moment,
having reached levels not seen since
the middle 60s. How long they will
remain this low is anybody’s guess.
Many commentators are suggesting
that they will actually go lower, align-
ing more with European rates.

'}fhis is bad news for individuals
relying on their investment income
from deposits, but good news for any-
one with a mortgage. Mortgage rates
have not been this low for around 30
years or more!

As an investor, this is causing peo-
ple to review where they put their
money, particularly long-term money:

On the other hand, if you are a bor-
rower, the news could not be better.
However, many are still paying rates
that are much higher than they need
to be. This is simply throwing mon-
ey down the drain.

Everyone with a mortgage set up
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more than six months ago should
review it, and if it is appropriate,
remortgage with a new lender.

For example, if an individual with
a current loan of £100,000 is able to
reduce the rate of interest they are
paying by 1%, this will save them
£1,000 per annum, £83.33 per
month.

Clearly, this saving could be used to
help meet the cost of some other
financial needs, such as further pen-
sion provision or life assurance. The
problem we all face is the inevitable
lract that the State will increasingly
ensure that we all have to pay more
for our own financial well being. Any
opportunity that exists to ease or
fund this burden should be looked at
very closely.

Of course, it may also be used to
simply enhance your lifestyle, such as
putting it towards a holiday, school
fees or going out to your favourite

local restaurant once a month!

If you have a mortgage already and
are thinking of moving your mort-
rage to another lender, there are some
tcy points that you should bear in
mind. You should look at any fees
that may be payable, such as valua-
tion fees and legal costs. Many
lenders will make a significant con-
tribution to these, perhaps even
paying them all.

Will you incur any penalties by
moving your mortgage? If you are
paying a fixed rate of interest, you are
very likely to have to pay a redemp-
tion penalty that will eat into any cost
savings you might make. This may
make the move unwise, but in many
cases you will still be better taking
the redemption penalty.

Whatever you do, make sure that
your mortgage will be repaid in the
event of a major catastrophe. Most
of us will have covered our loans with

suitable life assurance to ensure that
we leave our families a home, not a
debt.

Nowadays more and more clients
are making sure that their mortgage
is also cleared if they suffer one of the
many illnesses that can strike at any-
time, heart attack, cancer, a stroke,
MS etc.

Recent statistics show that the
chances of surviving many illnesses
are greater now than ever before.
Whii‘ this may mean that someone
suffering a heart attack will live longer
than previously, the number of new
sufferers has not reduced. So the need
for financial protection is also greater.

I would be very happy to discuss
your mortgage with you to see if you
can benefit from l()du_v's lower inter-
est rates.

For further information contact
Trevor Downing on Tel: 01959
500427.



Ocmis Irrigation (UK) Ltd

Tel 01460 241939

Fax 01460 242198
E-mail Sales@Ocmis.com

orrows Golf Club

if you’re considering a major
investment in machinery and
irrigation, perhaps you should
speak to Ocmis & Textron.

The newly formed marketing
and product agreement aims to
promote mutual clients with the
ability to purchase complete
irrigation and  machinery

packages.

, A Marketing Partnership Today
pmorrows Golf Club....

09€ 324 PY
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Scott MacCallum catches up with a Course Manager and
Greenkeeping team who could all do with a long lie down in
a darkened room after a year and a bit under the spotlight...

The signature 9th hole on the
Hunting Course

When England football Captain,
Alan Shearer, arrived to replace Slaley
Hall's Course Manager, Steve Cram,
on the back nine of the exhibition
match to announce the official open-
ing of the new Priestman Course it
must have come as \(nm‘l])illg of a
relief,

After all, such has been the hectic
nature of life at Slaley Hall over the

last 14 months, the prospect of a rest
instead of having to play the last nine
holes would have been quite appeal-
ing.

Steve had played the opening nine
in the company of former European
Number One and Ryder Cup player,
Ronan Rafferty, rising European Tour
star, David Howell, and Slaley’s Golf
Operations Manager, Mark Stencer,

also a professional, in front of a
gallery of press and photographers.

“It was quite an honour for me to
be involved and I certainly didn't
expect it,” explained Steve, the day
after the event.

“I'd grown in the course for the last
two years and really thought that my
role in the opening was over, so it was
a thrill to be called up to play,” said
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Hallmark

Above: Steve Cram

Below: Steve in conversation
with Simon Peters of MJ Abbott
on the new third green
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the 29 year-old five handicapper.

“Once we finished the front nine I
dropped out and Alan Shearer took
over after we'd had a little barbecue
on the 10th tee. Not a bad stand in!”
said Steve of one of Slaley’s newer
members. )

If Steve’s moment in the limelight
was a reward for the work he and his
team have put in over the last 18
months it could not have been more
deserved because Slaley’s greenkeep-
ing staff have been through the mill
since June of last year.

Remember June of last year? Steve
can't get it out of his mind.

That was the occasion when Slaley
Hall entered the history books as the

venue for the ‘98 Compaq Eumpcun
Grand Prix, the first European Tour
event ever not to reach a conclusion
and produce a Champion.

“It was the worst time of my work-
ing career,” recalled Steve ruefully.

“We had eight inches of rain in 10
days. I don’t think any course in the
country could have taken the amount
of rain we had.”

It had started two weeks before the
event and never really stopped.

“We had asked Tour agronomist
Richard Stillwell if an event had ever
been cancelled before because we
knew how bad it was. We were try-
ing to cut fairways but mud was flying
up. ¢

“We then got a couple of drier days
and Richard said we'd be laughing
about it in a few years time when
we’d enjoyed a successful event. After
that it started again and never really
stopped.” |

The only golf that was played was
the pro-am on the Wednesday, nine
holes of Thursday’s first round, a full
18 on the Friday thanks to moving
tees forward and turning par-5s into
par-4s and par-4s into par-3s and that
was that - it fell short of the 36 holes
needed to complete an event.

“On Saturday it just poured and
come Sunday there was no chance. I
remember being in the sheds at 4am
on Sunday knowing there was no
chance of play.”

The decision was finally taken by
Tournament Director, Mike Stewart,
a few hours later after the players had
started to gather wanting either to
play or go home.

“It is difficult to describe our feel-
ings. We've got a great set of lads and

they're always really boisterous but
they were so down. Guys were sitting
looking at a paper but not really read-
ing it, staring at the TV but not really
watching it.

“The course didn’t open for anoth-
er week but morale was still suffering
for about a month after the event.
You'd try and put it out of your mind
and then you'd meet someone you'd
not seen since before it happened and
they'd mention it,” explained Steve,
again reliving the nightmare for the
benefit of Greenkeeper International
readers.

“Even yesterday, with the opening
of the second course, they \\10\\‘&1
pictures of the washout on TV”

Having endured such a horrific
experience, through no fault of their
own, it would have been fair to expect
that this year's event, two weeks lat-
er in the calendar, would have gone
without a hitch.

Reading about the fairy tale victo-
ry of newcomer David Park, in
newspapers devoid of any green-
keeping related stories, might have
led one to suggest that hitchless it



had been. However, the lack of such
stories merely highlighted the success
Steve and the team had in recover-
ing from another potential disaster
not the fact that one didn’t exist.

“After last year the guys were right
up for it and wanted to make it a suc-
cess but all winter we'd been
struggling with our 7th green and in
the run-up to the Compagq it began
to give us real concern,” said Steve,
of a green which was in shade,
drained badly and offered up few pin
positions on its three tiers.

“Richard Stillwell visited 12 weeks
before the event and said that it was
so bad we'd have to relay it.”

It presented Steve with the prob-
lem of finding turf which was cut to
green height.

In the end they had to buy turf
which was about 20 mil in height.

“We relaid it, taking away one of
the tiers, always knowing that it was
going to be a ivm]mr;u'y job.”

Unfortunately it didn’t take and it
started thinning out before,
overnight, bare patches started to
appear.

“I'was on the phone to Richard ever,
day but the more we did to improve
the situation the worse it got.
Everything I tried that I had been
taught greenkeeping wise, would
have the opposite effect.

“Every other green on the course
was the best it had ever been except
this one and the first thing I'd do
when I came into work every morn-
ing was go and look at it.” -

Iwo weeks before the event Martin
O’Rawe, one of the Tours green-
keepers, arrived and after looking at
it was quite confident that it could
be turned around.

“We were trying to bring it on with
liquid feed because we thought we'd
get a quick response but the Tour sug-
gested ammonium sulphate. They
were confident that the next day we'd
get a response, but there was noth-
ing.

Richard Stillwell arrived at Slaley a
week before the event was due to start
and announced the need for some
drastic action.

“He said we were going to have to
relay it with a green from the second

course which had only just been
opened to the public to play. We sug-
gested using the chipping green
which was the same fescue bent con-
struction as the new course greens but
Richard said the problem with that
would be that the players would
immediately think there was a big
problem because they wouldn’t have
anywhere to practice and it would set
their alarm bells ringing.”

After measuring up the respective
greens it was found that the 1st on
the Priestman course was the closest
in size to the Hunting Course’s 7th
and they set to work.

“We did the whole job in 10 hours...
There were the three guys from the
Tour, Roger and Richard Stillwell,
Martin and all 18 of us (12 full-time
and six casual staff). As we were tak-
ing the old turf away guys were lifting
turf off the Ist and transporting it
across in Gators where it was being
relaid on boards - watered and
whacked, watered and whacked
before being lightly topdressed.”

'he new green took up most of
their attention during the days before

play started and eventually it was cut
to five millimetres for the tourna-

ment.

“We could see some of the lines so
we went back the next day and lift-
ed some areas and joined them a bit
better then added a bit of green dye.
The old greens are 95% poa while the
new one was about 80% bent so it
looked different but it putted well if
a little slower than the other 17.

“I think it was stimping about eight
while the others were about 10. We
relaid it across the line of play on a
diagonal so that as you walked
towards it you wouldn't see the joins
and the cameras couldn’t pick up
them up.

“The idea came from Richard again
because he said that half the problem
with the players is that they see some-
thing that looks awful before they
even get to it so it’s going to be a big
problem. If they get up and it looks
reasonable they’ll think it’s not too
bad,” said Steve, adding that he
checked the scores and there didn’t
appear to have been too many three
putts on the green.
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Machinery Inventory
Two John Deere 3235
lightweight fairway mowers
Two John Deere 3235 semi
rough mowers

One John Deere F11145
rotary rough cutter

One John Deere 755 rotary
rough mower

Four John Deere 2653
tees/approach mowers
One John Deere 2500 greens
mower

Three John Deere 2243
greens mowers (one with
vibratory rollers)

Six John Deere 220
pedestrian mowers

One John Deere 1200 bunker
rake

Four John Deere diesel gators

One John Deere aercore
RE1500

One Kawasaki mule

One Cushman turf truckster
with Twose sprayer, Vicon
spreader, top dresser

One lzeki 530 tractor

One Iseki 537 tractor

One tractor mounted Hardi
sprayer

One Turfmech multi-trailer
One Marshall trailer

Six Flymos

Six strimmers

Below: The 7th green which
caused all the problems
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Above: A view across the new Priestman Course

“The good news is that we hardly
heard any complaints about it, cer-
tainly nothing directly critical.”

As soon as the tournament finished
the turf was removed from the chip-
ping green and replaced on the lst
green and the chipping green was
IesoWn.

Since then M.J. Abbotts have
arrived to carry out extensive
drainage work and the opportunity
has been taken to look at the two
problem greens, the aforementioned
7th and the 3rd which is very small.

“Dave Thomas, who designed the
course originally, has come up and re-
done the two greens and we've
started with the 3rd and will move
on to the 7th in a couple of weeks,”
explained Steve.

Looking back at the problems on
the 7th Steve believes it was a com-
bination of cold weather and poor
construction which conspired to
cause the problems. Indeed Slaley is
1000 feet above sea level and north
facing and the temperature is two
degrees lower than Hexham which is
only a few miles away,

“It was very cold and we had little
sunlight and when we relaid the green
we didn't go right down into the
depth of the green construction.
We've dug the green up since and
where the gravel bed was supposed
to be was all choked up with silt and
rubbish and not allowing water
through.”

De Vere Hotels has already invest-
ed quite a bit of money in its north
east jewel, with £200,000 spent on
the new course and around £300,000
worth of John Deere kit. Another
quarter of a million is being spent on
the drainage work and redoing the
two greens.

As part of the Group, Steve finds
himself having regular monthly meet-
ings with the other De Vere Course
Managers.

“We're currently trying to grade all
courses into about four levels so we
can look at staffing and budgeting lev-
els. The Belfry, because of the Ryder
Cup, is top, and we're on a similar lev-
el, but courses which can host or have
hosted ladies or senior events or
regional events are also given a level.”

[t's an exciting time for the man
who has been at Slaley all his work-
ing life but he will have every right
to expect the next 14 months to be
slightly less daunting than the
last...unless of course, in the spirit of
reciprocation, he’s called upon to
replace Alan Shearer at half time in
a World Cup match at Wembley.



Nothing looks better
than a course that's
completely green.

On a growing number of courses, the choice of colour in
golf and turf equipment is John Deere green.
Here's why:

2500

This new triplex greens mower has a quali-
ty of cut that is second to none. Diesel
models feature 13.4kW (18 hp) engines
and John Deere cutting units.

220A

This walk behind greens mower features an
operator presence safety system, more power
and a precision cut with 11 bladed reel.

Aercore Aerators

The first walk behind and tractor mounted
aerators that deliver high productivity with-
out sacrificing hole quality.

2653

Superior performance on undulating terrain
with a precision cut, hydraulic reel drive
and 66 cm (26 in) ESP cutting units.

1200A

Excellent pulling and pushing power.
Opens up a whole new era of bunker
rake design. Many attachments
available.

RZI1 700

Effective, efficient and environmen-
tally friendly. This root zone injection
system injects liquids directly to the
root zone.

4000 Series

Our new line of compact utility
tractors have hitch lift capacities up
1,134 kg, high torque engines,
excellent breakout force and

540 rpm PTOs.

Turf Gator Utility Vehicle

A unique combination of toughness and
quietness makes this Gator perfect for the golf
course. Foot pedal start works just like a golf cart.

The best product support in the business and the best
dealers are also green. Talk to us today.

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE

John Deere Ltd.. Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG13 9HT, Telephone 01949 863213/863203/863205

£01 394 PV




Ad Ref 543

Ad Ref 583

i POWER PRODUCTS

BATHGATE

Leisure

Does your current supplier of Top Dressings, Root Zones and Sands:

@ Own a quarry containing the highest quality Cheshire Silica Sand?
® Produce all products to BS EN ISO 90027

@ Carry out hourly tests of all of the grades of sand which they pro-
duce, to ensure the highest quality?

@ Test every batch of Top Dressing and Root Zone to assure you the
consistency which you require?

® Have the productive capacity to produce 600 tons of Top Dressing per
day, so that you will not be let down at the busiest times of the year?

@ Use top quality hauliers to ensure that deliveries are in the right
place, at the right time and without a mess?

= A S
ENGINEERED FOR PROFESSIONALS..-

B4 Kawasaki

If your current supplier cannot offer you all of these,
we would be delighted to.

Please call 01270 762828 for prompt service and delivery. Now joining the established range of Kawasaki Brushcutters
are Hedge Trimmers, Water Pumps and a Leaf Blower. All
Arclid Quarry

Congleton Road
Sandbach
Cheshire

CWI11 4SN

powered by world-class Kawasaki engines. Engineered to deliver

the performance and reliability true professionals demand.

et ST
Kawasaki PRODUCTS 0800 500245

ARRIVES TO CONQUER ALL
TERRAINS ..o

S The Orr Roan, OFF THE BEATEN TRack,
| Go WHere You NeeD 70 Go VEHICLE.

11 HP, 351cc Engine with Pedal Start
4-Wheel Brakes
6.4” Ground Clearance under Differential
Indepedent Front Suspension
Rear Suspension with Heavy-Duty Stabilizer Bar
Brush Guard

_ Differential Guard
Aluminium Frame, Chassis and Cargo Bed
Heavy-Duty All-Terrain or Turf Tyres
Light Bar, Winch and Many Other Accessories

Available

- To UNLOCK THE PRICE...
~ CawL 01235 537575 Now!
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Roland Taylor works out how to use
his jack and takes a look at tyres...

Tyred

The story of tyres began in the
1840’s when a Scottish engineer,
Robert William Thompson filed a
patent for a pneumatic tyre. It states
that the invention consisted of fitting
elastic bearings to the wheels of car-
riages. This would lessen the power
required to draw them; make the
motion easier and reduce the noise the
wheels made. Unfortunately his
invention was not taken up commer-
cially:

Ten years earlier a bankrupt hard-
ware merchant from Philadelphia,
Charles Goodyear, was taking a con-
siderable interest in rubber. What had
started out as a wonderful new sub-
stance was proving to be disastrous.

d tested

Goods manufactured from rubber
were appearing in vast numbers on the
market, but the public soon discov-
ered it was unstable as the items
turned into a sticky mess in summer
and froze hard in the winter. As a result
the bottom fell out of the market and
many investors lost considerable sums
of money.

Between spells in jail for debt
Goodyear began experiments to find
a way of removing the stickiness.
Initially he tried magnesia and quick-
lime and had some success. Then, like
so many discoveries, an accident gave
him the answer. He used some nitric
acid to remove bronze paint from a
piece of rubber. The result was a

smooth surface completely dry.
Unfortunately, this was not the total
solution - underneath the surface there
was still a sticky mess. It took anoth-
er five hard years before, again through
an accident, he resolved the problem.
By then sulphur had been added to
the mixture and one day, in a rage,
Goodyear threw the rubber sample
onto a stove. Instead of melting he dis-
covered it had transformed into a
completely new substance. He carried
on experimenting and found that by
using pressurised steam at 270 degrees
Fahrenheit the best results were pro-
duced.

One of Goodyear’s samples found
its way into the hands of Thomas
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Tyred

and tested

Hancock, an English pioneer of rub-
ber. He noticed the yellow sulphur
bloom on the surface and immediate-
ly set about reinventing vulcanised
rubber, something Goodyear had
achieved years earlier. By the time
Goodyear got round to filing a patent
he found Hancock had beaten him to
it and he died virtually penniless.
Whilst all this was happening on the
other side of the Atlantic, back here
another Scotsman, John Boyd
Dunlop, was busy reinventing the
pneumatic tyre. This time, both the
product and timing was right, and it
took off. Steam-powered vehicles were
found to be too heavy to have tyres
fitted but the motor car had arrived
and this new invention was ideal for
them. In 1895, the Michelin brothers
won the Paris to Bordeaux car race in
a motor fitted with pneumatic tyres
and the resulting publicity gave this

French firm a competitive edge in the
automobile industry.

Companies producing tyres began
springing up around the world. Most
had geared their production for either
bicycles or cars. One manufacturer, in
the city of Trelleborg in Sweden (they
took the name from the city) realised
there were other opportunities, in agri-
culture, f()n:slry and much later the
turfcare markets.

A tractor tyre was required to pro-
duce plenty of traction for hauling
heavy machinery. While this was ide-
al for arable cultivation those engaged
in forestry were experiencing prob-
lems. They required the traction but
not the damage that occurred to the
trees” surface root structure. In addi-
tion, the rough terrain caused a
plethora of punctures and repairing
these wasted a lot of valuable time. A
further problem was that the ruts cre-

ated in soft areas meant that the trac-
tors became easily and quickly bogged
down. An answer was needed. This
materialised in the form of a wide sec-
tion tyre, which could support a load
at a low air pressure ;mJ reduce soil
and root damage. The farmers also
realised that this was beneficial to
them and it was not long before the
turf care industry also followed suit.
Another plus was that tractors and
machinery fitted with low ground
pressure tyres could be used on wet
and soggy ground without losing trac-
tion or making ruts. In the past it had
been virtually impossible to use equip-
ment in these conditions.

The introduction of more sophisti-
cated self-powered turfcare machinery
plus greater numbers of people taking
up golf increased the worry over com-
paction. Greenkeepers were not the
only ones with this headache. In
France, winegrowers were concerned
about the damage tractors were doing
to the vines' shallow root system.
Research was carried out and it was
found that by changing the tyre’s pat-
tern, less damage occurred. While
rounded shouldered tyres are ideal
there is still the need for traction and
this is achieved by using a cross bar
tread.

It should be borne in mind that low
ground pressure tyres do not com-
letely climinutc soil compaction but
lwlp to minimise it.

Buying the correct tyre for your par-
ticular requirements is important. The
ones that arrive on the machine are
not necessarily always right for you.
To ensure performance at its optimum
with minimal damage to the turf it is
worth consulting a tyre expert. He will
be able to advise on the most suitable
tyres and tread configurations.

In addition to the powered equip-
ment in the fleet, trailers and any other
towed machinery on pneumatics
should be taken into consideration. A
loaded trailer for instance, with the
wrong tyres fitted can cause consider-
able damage to the soil structure,

The BIGGA Silent Auction

HAVE YOU HEARD?
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Maintenance

When it comes to maintenance,
tyres are one of those items that tend
to be overlooked until they go flat.
Incorrect <>|x'1‘;iling pressures can seri-
ously affect a machine’s performance
as well as being a possible safety haz-
ard.

Over inflation could cause:
@ loss of traction
® excessive soil compaction
® rapid wear both on grass and
hard surfaces
® higher fuel consumption
® lower performances
® an uncomfortable ride

Under inflation can lead to:
@ side wall damage
@ poor ride
® beading coming unseated
® increased wear

Like the other components of a
machine, tyres need to be regularly
checked.

@ Inflation pressures should be
checked at least every fortnight.
@® The pressure must be correct
for the load and the operations
that are being carried out.

@ Valve caps should always be in
place

® Inspect the tread and side walls
for signs of damage, wear or
bulges

® Remove foreign bodies from the
tread such as stones and repair
any deep cuts.

® Were equipment is not used
regularly the tyres need to be
rested. To do this the whole unit
can be raised up on jacks or
blocks.

@ Store any tyres or wheels with
them fitted, in a dark place away
from oil, petrol or chemicals. They
should also be kept away from
electric motors, which give of
ozone that over a time will break
down the rubber.

For the best performance and
smoothest ride check your tyres regu-
larly:

Tyred

and tested

ING

LEASE

term, secure, competitive funding for all kinds of turf
care machinery. Call our Sales Desk: 01904 488771

Our financial strength is
your guarantee of long
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This month, Greenkeeper International’s bi-monthly series
featuring Course Managers and Head Greenkeepers from
every Region, looks at alternative spikes.

Alternative Spikes

Compiled by Malcolm Huntington MBE

Name: Elliott Small

Course: Tulliallan GC

Region: Scotland

Course Type: Parkland and some heathland
Staff: Head Greenkeeper, plus five

Name: John Huntington

Course: llkley GC

Region: Northern

Course Type: Parkland

Staff: Head Greenkeeper, plus five

Name: Richard Barker
Course: Kirby Muxloe GC
Region: Midland

Course Type: Parkland
Number of Holes:

Staff: Head Greenkeeper, plus five
and a part-time gardener

Name: Richard Whyman

Course: Bude and North Cornwall GC
Region: South West and South Wales
Course Type: Links

Staff: Head Greenkeeper, plus two,
plus part-time assistant

Name: lan Semple

Course: Old Fold Manor GC
Region: South East

Course Type: Heathland

Staff: Course Manager, plus four
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1. What was your initial reaction when you
heard about a new alternative to metal
spikes?

That it would be interesting to see the
experiment but that | couldn't see soft
spikes taking over from metal spikes.

Soft spikes could be better for greens as
there is less spiking up and so obviously
this will be a help to greenkeepers.

It was no great surprise. | have worn soft
spikes for about 18 months and find them
comfortable to walk on, particularly on
concrete paths and round clubhouse
areas.

Sceptical. | felt it could be a gimmick.

Because of the problems with wear and
tear, | welcomed the introduction of soft
spikes and | have certainly seen an
improvement on the course.



2. To what extent have your views
changed since then?

Probably 100%. | have four pairs of shoes
three with soft spikes which | now use all
the time. | find them comfortable and they
don’t mark the greens.

| have only worn them in good golfing
conditions so far and the greens remain
good and as true as ever. They don't
mark the greens.

My views haven't changed. | find no
appreciable difference on our greens
which are basically annual meadow grass
but | appreciate they might have an effect
on bent grass greens.

Since using them | have found them very
comfortable. Our fairways have been very
firm and with soft spikes you get a bit
more spring and comfort. They also have a
good grip.

Not at all. My feelings have remained the
same and | am very happy with the
condition of the course.

3. What is your feeling on alternative
spikes and their agronomic benefits or
otherwise?

The main advantage is that greens now
don't get spiked up as much as they did
with only metal spikes.

Metal spikes give you slight aeration of
greens and soft spikes don't. | did notice
when playing in Tenerife earlier this year
that the very heavily watered greens did
mark with soft spikes. The agronomic
benefit generally speaking on our course
would be less marking.

| am happy with metal or soft spikes,
whatever the weather. Having studied the
situation | haven’t found a scrap of
difference.

The jury is still out on this issue. They
don't spike up the greens as much as

metal, so to that extent it has a agronomic

benefit.

Soft spikes don't give you any aeration
and metal spikes do give you a little.
Because we've got such good results |
would say that the advantages of soft
spikes outweigh the disadvantages of loss
of aeration.

4. Having worn the recently introduced

Black Widow spikes, how do you rate a)

their traction and b) their effect on the
putting surface?

| find the traction every bit as good as
with metal. | haven't slipped at any time.
We have no problems with the putting
surfaces and | am happy with the soft
spikes.

Black Widow spikes give you a very good
grip, but again | have only used them in
good firm conditions. | have not seen any
marking on our greens at llkley from the
use of soft spikes, but the greens have
been firm during the trial period.

The traction is fine - spot on. | haven't
slipped. The Black Widow spikes have no
different effect on the greens.

Excellent traction, but | have mixed views
on their effect on the putting surface.

| have three pairs of shoes, each with a
different soft spike, but the Black Widow
is easily the best. They don't scuff the
greens. The traction is excellent and the
putting surface remains good.

5. Does your club have, or is it thinking of
introducing, an alternative spike (soft
spike) policy?

We don't have a soft spike policy and have
no plans to introduce one.

likley doesn't have an alternative spike
policy at the moment and | understand
there are no plans to bring one in.

No, and | not aware of any policy to bring
one in. | can see the benefits for some
clubs with high quality greens but |
haven't seen enough benefit for me to
recommend then to our greens committee.
As | said, | am happy with either type of
spike.

Not at present. The subject has not been
discussed by our green committee.

Our members have been asked to change
and many have done so, but we don't
insist. If someone slipped wearing soft
spikes they may take legal action. We are
a members club but the public can play
there two days a week and some of them
may not like having to pay £6 or £7 to
change from metal to soft.
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Elmwood College’s 18 Hole golf course has recently achieved a unique
environmental double. Earlier this year the course became the first UK
golf course to receive the 1ISO 14001 -environment award and at the
same time was awarded the Scottish Golf Course Wildlife Charter.
Master Greenkeeper John Quinn, who is Director of Eimwood Golf
Developments, explains what makes the EImwood course special.

Back to

nature

Above: John Quinn
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It would have been easy for me to
go through the long list of manage-
ment objectives and environmental

rojects that go to make an

SO14001 award, but it would not
make very enjoyable reading. In any
case to do that would be to miss the
roint of the award entirely.

SO14001 is awarded in recognition
of a well-planned, facility wide, inte-
grated approach to environmental
management. The management sys-
tem is far more valuable to the
environment, the customers and
employees of the facility than the
sum of its constituent parts would be.
The most important thing to bear in
mind at all times is that we did not
set out to achieve an award, we set
out to bring environmental awareness
into everything we do at ElImwood
College and Elmwood  Golf
Developments.

The Golf Course

Elmwood golf course was con-
structed in 1995/96 and opened for
play in August 1997. It is an 18-hole
course built on ex-arable and pas-
tureland and includes full USGA
Specification greens. The course was
built primarily as a training resource
for Elmwood’s 450 or so greenkeep-
ing and golf course management
students who attend the college
annually. However, the learning expe-
rience is made even more realistic for
the students by the fact that the
course is a fu]{y operational com-
mercial golf course with 700 payinﬁ
season ticket holders. The course wi
typically see around 30,000 rounds
annually, and is open on full greens
and tees for the whole 12 months of
the year.

The course is maintained by a full
time greenkeeping team of six and has
a state of the art machinery fleet and
PC controlled irrigation system both
supplied by Toro. Some of the envi-
ronmentally sensitive management
practices, which have helped the
course towards ISO 14001, are as fol-
lows:

IPM

Integrated Pest Management,
although the buzz term of today,
describes a method of turf manage-
ment that many UK greenkeepers
have always used, they just haven't
written it down in a formal manage-
ment programme. At Elmwood we
take a very long-term view of turf
management and how it effects the
overall environment of the course
and its surroundings. IPM means
managing your turf for the lonf; haul
and not just looking for results for
the next big event or members medal
competition. This means assessing
the turf condition and then doing

what is recWred to make it, or keep

it, healthy. We are not anti-pesticides,
but there are no pesticides on the
market that do tulfgr soil any good.
All pesticides cure the symptoms, not
the root problem. Plants and benefi-
cial soil fungi interact in symbiotic
relationships, which help the plant to
obtain the nutrition it needs. Broad-
spectrum preventative fungicides are
not selective in which fungi they kill;
they are by definition effective on all
fungi. The same can be said for most
pesticides.

Even at Elmwood, however, there is
aplace for pesticides. We do use some
herbicides, mainly totals on paths or
new construction areas and occa-
sionally selectives applied by spot
treatment to problem weed areas on
fine turf. We have never applied an
insecticide, but we did have to spot
treat greens with a curative fungicide
in February 1996.

This low pesticide input has not
occurred by accident; everything we
do is geared to maintaining a healthy
soil/ptmt relationship. Cuﬁural prac-
tices are to the fore. On our USGA
greens we topdress as lightly as we
can set the machine, every 14 days
during the main growing season.
These applications are so %ight that
they disappear with one pass of the
brush and the effect on play is hard-
ly noticed. Thatch build up is
controlled by this continuous dilu-
tion with rootzone material.

During the summer we spoon feed



greens and tees with liquid fertilisers
(16.0.9 NPK fertiliser with trace ele-
ments and with a seaweed
supplement added) every 10 days. In
autumn and winter a granular fer-
tiliser (3.0.22 NPK) is applied once
a month. Total nitrogen input on
greens is 220 kg/Ha per annum. Soil
phosphate is adequate, so there is no
need to add more. Potassium inputs
reflect the sandy nature and low CEC
of the rootzone. On USGA spec root-
zones the CEC is generally low and
spoon-feeding programmes work to
supply the plant with the nutrients it
needs when it needs them.

In dry weather, irrigation follows
the maxim of ‘Deeply not Daily” and
the roots go all the way down to the
bottom of the rootzone. Hand water-
ing of hotspots conserves water and
prevents the greens from losing their
firm and smooth surface.

Greens are mowed at 5Smm in sum-
mer and 7mm in winter. This
generally amounts to five cuts with
pedestrian mowers and two by triple
mower per week. This helps to min-
imise perimeter wear and tear. If dry
patches appear we hydroject and
apply a wetting agent with the hand
watering applications. Hydrojecting
also goes on throughout the season
on walk off areas and any other com-
paction black spots.

Conservation
Conservation was prominent also
right from the start of the project,

Golf and
Conservation Management plan
being drawn up before a sod was
turned. This was a prescriptive plan

with an Integrated

following the Scottish Natural
Heritage format. Some of the projects
arising form the plan have included
planting eight hectares of rough,
indigenous grasses such as sheep’s
fescue, hard fescue and highland
bentgrass. These areas have been
managed by mowing and removing
clippings twice or three times per year
in an effort to reduce the fertility of
the rich agricultural land they are
planted on. This programme is now
beginning to show results and the
roughs will now be left to regenerate
naturally with only one cut per year.
On the more impoverished areas we
will begin planting wild flower plugs
this autumn with plantings of gorse
and broom also contributing to the
overall conservation value of the site.
Over 25,000 trees and hedgerow
plants have been planted as part of
the project and these have been
drawn from a short list of native
species also. These are primarily as
follows: Scots pine, birch, ash, rowan,
hawthorn and dog rose. Most of the
trees were planted as saplings and are
supported through the Forestry
Authority Woodland Grant Scheme,
while Scottish Enterprise, through
the Contract Grow Scheme, has sup-
plied all the trees on the course.
Dry-stone walls have been left in
place wherever possible to reflect the

DRIFT FREE Contract Spraying
utilising our purpose built machine

The SPRAYING MANTIS
Freephone: 0800 068 08 78

Fax: 07000 481022
Car: 0850 300104

Unit 14, Roundshead Drive, Warfield, Berkshire RG42 3RZ ;
WEED FREE is a Registered Trade Mark %
A quality sward
must be quick to
establish, display
slow regrowth
and a prostrate
growing habit
- Sod’s Law
Golf Fairways MM 12 and MM24
Just two from an entire range of specialist mixtures
-
Mittre catione pesse comere.  Mommersteeg ASAS
MoTNGeraeg 75 years and still growing
PO Box 5571, Sleaford,
Lincolnshire, NG34 7EX
Tel: 01529 302500 Mommersteeg is part of the R
Fax: 01529 413179 Advanta group of companies ApDVANTA ?
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course’s previous use as farmland. We
leave the course boundaries and out
of play roughs to regenerate natural-
ly with no management input and

this has paid dividends in the num-
ber of species present on the course.
Elmwood came second in Scotland in
the Bird Watching Ryder Cup in

GREENSMASTER® 3200 SERIES

LISTEN AND YOU’LL LEARN
WHAT MAKES THIS A SOUND
INVESTMENT

Low noise, high power and precision cutting make Toro’s Greensmaster
3200 the complete solution for greenkeepers looking for perfection.
With carefully selected petrol or diesel engines which are high on power
yet low on sound, this exceptionally quiet ride-on greens
mower boasts a unique, unrivalled cutting system to give superb
quality of cut.

Its responsive cutting system prevents sliding and scuffing on turns,
while floating cutting units give enhanced ground contour
following and a precision cut, further enhanced by a highly
efficient collection system.

Toro also offers a range of different width pedestrian greens mowers to
suit all fine turf cutting requirements for golf and other sports.

For a sound investment, trust Toro. Simply telephone 01480 476971
and we’ll arrange for a local dealer to contact you.

TORO

TOTAL SOLUTIONS

TORO distributed by: Lely (UK) Limited, Station Road, St Neots, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH
Tel: 01480 476971 Fax: 01480 216167 E-mail: toro.sales@lely.co.uk

Lely Ireland Limited, 6 Airton Close, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
Tel: 00 353 1459 3314 Fax: 00 353 1 459 3320 E-mail: info@lely.ie
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1998 with 56 species spotted, not
bad for a newly-opened course built
on previously barren arable land.

Among those species were four 'tor
of the food chain’ raptors; buzzard,
sparrowhawk, kestrel and barn owl
which are a good sign that the entire
eco-system is in a healthy, thriving
state.

This autumn will see the comple-
tion of our first five-year plan and the
start of the next one, which will have
many more measurable conservation
and environmental objectives.

Of course we did not achieve the
ISO award through the work on the
golf course alone. The ISO 14001
recognition is a facility wide award
and includes the clubhouse, mainte-
nance facility, offices and everything
else that makes the business tick.
Some of the initiatives here include
recycling; used oils (engine and cook-
ing), filters, grass clippings, pesticide
containers, paper, glass and alumini-
um cans. Energy conservation is very
important also, consider encrﬁ;\' sav-
ing lights, regular machinery
servicing and buildings insulation

™
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and glazing. Staff members are
encouraged to switch off lights and
appliances when not required. Don’t
leave your PC switched on all day
(take care with irrigation computersf)
and switch off lights when leaving a
building or area.

So wﬁat is the next stage? Well
,although we didn’t set out to win
awards, they are a useful focus to help
achieve targets and goals in this type
of work. The next obvious step is to
try to achieve the pan-European
Committed to Green Award and we
are working dili§ently on this project
at the moment. I would encourage all
Course Managers, Head Geenkeepers
and club officials to do likewise. Golf
courses are the green lungs of many
otherwise concrete cities, they can be
important wildlife sanctuaries and
they are an insurance policy against

the land they occupy being developed
for industry or housing. A minority
of golf courses have given the entire
golf course industry in Britain a poor
environmental image, which it does
not deserve, so let’s show the sceptics
that we are all committed to green.

The Elmwood environmental ini-
tiative is a team effort and thanks are
due to Stuart Macdonald, Team
Leader for Conservation Elmwood
College, John Salter Environment

Officer Elmwood College, Jonathan
Smith Scottish Golf Course Wildlife
Adviser and the entire ElImwood Golf
Developments team.
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The preliminaries have now been completed and the
scene set to identify BIGGA's Champion Golfer for 1999
in the new Charterhouse/Scotts National Championship

THE CHARTERHOUSE/SCOTTS

NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

FOR THE BIGGA CHALLENGE TROPHY

| Charterfouse K

A Championship of

Charterhouse/Scotts National Championship 3-5 October 1999
i Oy O P 3 S S

)

i P W T .4-||F.n

The Section events have now been
completed and the successful quali-
fiers for the first Charterhouse/Scotts
National Championship for the BIG-
GA Challenge Trophy are honing their
games in preparation for a wonderful
occasion at the magnificent Carden
Park, near Chester.

Yes, if the quality of the golf can

match the quality of the surroundings
- with a round each over the Cheshire
and fabulous new Jack Nicklaus-
designed course - we shall be in for a
thril ing few days.

BIGGA Challenge Trophy, formerly
the News of the %N()rld Tmph_v, will
be presented to the winner of the Nett
competition over the 36 holes with

a,

the Gross winner receiving the BIG-
GA Challenge Cup. Teams comprisinﬁ
members of the relevant Sections wi
play for the Regional Team Cup.

The Championship is being sup-
ported by the Softspike company and
as Carden Park is a “Softspike” course
Softspikes will be supplied to all com-
petitors who require a set.
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A Championship of

Qualifiers from the BIGGA regions

William McMeikan
Keith McCartney
Shaun McMillan
Kenneth Stirling
Craig Pennycuick
Kenneth Mail
Scott Williams
Mike Wilson

John Brown

Doug Mcintosh
Dave Cuthbertson
Kenneth Rutherford
Richard Castle
Michael Nolan
Dave Collins
Roger Bielby
Andrew Wood
Anthony Burge
Andrew Lomas
Paul Neve

John Humphreys
Robert Lewis
Dave Leatherland
Stephen Tolley
Graham Wallace
Paul Loffman
Graeme Macdonald
Robert White
Ross Wilson

Tony French

Mark Whittle
Simon Clark
Brian Turner
Gareth Rogers
Neil Gilham
Duncan Kelso
Tony Bremer
George Barr

lan Semple

Larry Eden

Terry Moreton
Nicholas Brewster
Steve Cox

Chris Ward
Anthony Knight
John Hamlet
Simon Ridland
Mark Grogan
Alan Gawman
Anthony James
Gary Johnstone
Steven Lloyd
Alison Sloan

Nick Webber

Joel Crawford
Eamonn Crawford

Ayrshire

Ayrshire

Central Scotland
Central Scotland
East Scotland

East Scotland

North Scotland
North Scotland
West Scotland

West Scotland

North East

North East

North West

North West
Northern

Northern

Cleveland

Cleveland

Sheffield

Sheffield

North Wales

North Wales

East Midland

East Midland
Midland

Midland

East of England

East of England
Berks, Bucks & Oxon
Berks, Bucks & Oxon
Mid Anglia

Mid Anglia

Surrey

Surrey

Kent

Kent

Sussex

Sussex

London

London

East Anglia

East Anglia

Essex

Essex

South West

South West

South Coast

South Coast

Devon & Cornwall
Devon & Cornwall
South Wales

South Wales

North East Northern Ireland
North East Northern Ireland
South East Northern Ireland
South East Northern Ireland

THE CHARTERHOUSE/SCOTTS

NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

FOR THE BIGGA CHALLENGE TROPHY

Redexim €
-

Itinerary

Sunday 3 October

Practice day. Register at desk in
hotel.

12.30 - 18.00 tee times available
(to be booked direct with Carden
Park)

19.30 Dinner

Monday 4 October
7.00 - 9.00 Breakfast

8.00 -15.30 Golf on Cheshire
Course

11.30 - 15.00 Lunch

19.30 for 20.00 Gala Dinner
After Dinner Speaker, John
Simonett

Tuesday 5 October

7.00 - 9.00 Breakfast

8.00 -15.30 Golf on Nicklaus
Course

11.30 - 15.00 Lunch

Prize Presentation



The Best Biostimulant

COLOUR

AgriPlex chelated micro-nutrients

ROOT GROWTH

Biostimulant plus iron

COVERAGE

NoburN2 Yucca wetting agent

1-2-3 PREMIX

) 30 It per hectare every
4 weeks gives you:

* Deep, even colour throughout the year
+ Faster grow-in (seeding and sprigging)
+ Optimum root development

» Reduction of dry spots

» Complete chelated micronutrients

« Buffering to neutral

« Non-phytotoxic, non-polluting formula

AVONCROP AMENITY PRODUCTS

Head Office: Also at:
Northfield, Station Road Eastern Road
Sandford, Winscombe Bracknell
N. Somerset BS25 SNX Berkshire RG12 2UP
Tel: 01934 820868 Tel: 01344 426600
Fax: 01934 820546 Fax: 01344 428628
— Avoncrop ————
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

\Scottish Region
Peter Boyd

Fax 0141 616 3

Ayrshire

There have been a couple of vacant
columns during the summer months because
there has been absolutely no news or views
and really nothing much has changed.

The autumn outing is scheduled for the
Pines Golf Centre in Dumfries where our
Chairman, Duncan Gray, will welcome us to
his course. This is on Thursday 30th
September with the usual format for our golf
outings. Secretary, Derek Wilson, will have
letters out soon with all the arr: angements
and an entry form so get it returned in plen-
ty of time to let him confirm the numbers
with the Pines for tee times and caterers etc.
News has reached me of one member on the
move, Michael Bymeisleaving West Kilbride
to join the turfing industry with local com-
pany Total Turfing. Our best wishes go to
Michael with his new job.

Anynews orviewscall meon 01505 68278
(evenings)

lain Barr

North

More new members to welcome to the
Section this month, numbers are now stand-
ing at 257 for this year. Rejoining us and now
working at Peterhead is Steve Simpson, and
new members are Greg Smith, Fortrose;
Maurice Haddon, Brechin; Alistair Scott,
Longside, and Colin Riddoch from Strathlene.
Just in case it was missed last month, as I sent
it in late, Andy Wilson has left Camoustie to
become Head Greenkeeper at Brechin, where
I believe he started his career. We wish him
€VeTy SUCCESS,

The Open, back in our area again, was a
great event with the course set up, in my
humble opinion, just right to test the World's
top golfers. It was interesting to note that the
ones at the top of the leaderboard on the
Sunday had just got on with the job and not
moaned about the course.

It was a credit to John Philp and his staff
and fitting that a North man, used to play-
ing in the wind at Aberdeen, came out on
top. Apologies to Scott Ligertwood,
Montrose for not mentioning him in an ear-
lier report of North members in the Support

Team. The Saturday night football match was
finally won by the Scots, with a crushing 14-
4 victory against the auld enemy, and the
player we gave you to even up the sides was
not a ringer, honest! despite his missed penal-
ty and own goal. He really is that bad.

The twoluckywinners of the Patrons award
will be announced in next month’s article, so
if you have been a regular at Section and
Region events over the last year it could be
you. Also next month there will be a report
on the Norrie Whytock Trophy at Craigie
Hill, we are on home ground so let’s hope
we can do the business.

I look forward to welcoming as many
Section members as possible at the 50th
anniversary celebrations at Downfield this
month. Rest assured no one will go home
empty handed!

lain Macleod

Central

How long did you search for last months
news? There is never a lot to report at this
time of the year, with everybody too busy on
their course or on holiday; hence the reason
for the blank month. Members keep promis-
ing to send me “snippets” for the Section
news but I'm still waiting on them to arrive,
50 you will just have to put up with my ram-
hllng5 on. No comments please!

Forms for the Autumn Tournament at
Balbirnie Park, Markinch, have been circu-
lated, along with your allocation of tickets for
“Club2000". Itisimportant that every mem-
ber supports this venture in order for it to be
successful, so please try and sell your tickets.
If anyone requires extra tickets please just get
in touch with me and I will send them out
to you. There is a deliberate mistake on the

“Club 2000" letter; that's my story and I'm
sticking to it! So the first person 10 sell their
tickets and write to me with this mistake will
receive a mystery prize.

The proposed football match against the
West Section failed to take place for a cou-
ple of reasons, but it will be organised for later
in the year. Speaking of football, has anyone
seenA. O'H, youknowwhoas he has missed
the last two Section committee meetings and
there have been reports of him being spot-
ted in Blackpool, I am led to believe, by
another member of the Leven Links Sporting
Club, he of the caravaning fame, that he has
taken up “synchronised swimming”. Maybe
that’s why he was in Blackpool!

Congratulations go to lan MacMillan on

ase n

A Division of Wood-Mizer Products, Inc.

“Quality Rotary Mowe

MODEL 721X

The Model 721

for a World that isnt Flat®

his appointment as Course Manager at
Murrayshall in Perthshire. Every success for
the future lan. Hope everything goes well for
you.

Andy Fraser has left Stirling for pastures
new, and we wish him well for the future.

Former Section committee member, John
Bashford, from Kinross, has not been keep-
ing too well lately and has spent some time
in hospital. Best wishes for a speedy recov-
ery go to John from everyone in the Section.

Section Chairman, Archie Dunn, spent a
week in America working at Pinehurst dur-
ing the US Open and from all accounts it
was an experience that he will never forget.
I'm trying to get him to give a talk about it
at a seminar sometime in the near future.

The winners of last year's Inter Club
Tournament are Leven Links ‘B’ team, who
have been awarded the tie as they won the
first leg, and their opponents Tulliallan A
team failed to agree on a date for the second
leg.

Next month sees the National
Tournament, at Carden Park, and we send
best wishes to our two representatives, Kenny
Stirling and Sean McMillan for a successful
tournament and hopefully they will come
home with some silverware, if not, I am sure
they will have a great time. Next year quali-
fying will be based on scores from both the
Spring and Autumn Tournaments.

John Crawford

East

We are running a Section prize draw
at our annual dance on the 4th of December
at the Kilspindie House Hotel. Tickets are
on sale now and we need you to sell them
for us. There are some very good prizes av ail-
able so hopefully we (members of the East
Section) friends, family; etc can sell all some
before the draw in December. So come on
it’s you, the member, and the Section who
will benefit from the money raised.

The tickets are available from Craig
Pennycuick on (mobile) 07979 452 097
(work) 01368 865 349 (home) 0131 654
2913.

As I have already mentioned the annual
dance is at the Kilspindie House Hotel, more
details will be available shortly or details can
be obtained from our social convenor, Stuart
Crawford, on (home) 01620893 103 (work)
01620 893 765.

People on the move this month are Gordon
Trotter who is leaving Glencorse to take up

124" wide

iculator features seven individual 21" cutting decks which deliver

a cut-path over ten feet wide. LasTec’s revolutionary patented belt drive system allows
all seven cutting decks to articulate independently. This produces a quality cut which

an appointment in Canada at the Royal
Toronto Golf Club. Gordon has been a mem-
ber of the East Section for a number of years,
50 the committee and the rest of your friends
in the Section would like to wish yourself,
your wife, Nicole, and son, Blair, all the best
for the future and don't forget to drop me a
line if you come across anything of interest
let me know or you could send me an e-mail
when I get my modem working correctly.

The Section presented Gordon with an
engraved quaich to remind him of all his
friends in Scotland when he is in Canada.

Other people on the move are Frank Forrest
who hasjoined my team at Swanston as assis-
tant Greenkeeper Frank joined us from a
temporary position at Newbattle. All the best
to him.

When you read this you will have received
your entry forms for the Willie Woods tour-
nament at Glencorse and the autumn
tournament Newbattle at the end of
September. Get them back before the clos-
ing date as no entries will be accepted after
these dates. You have been warned.

Also, don't forget BIGGA code of dress
must be adhered to at all times while attend-
ing these tournaments.

Chris Yeaman.

Northern Region
Douglas Bell

Tel: 0151 431 0433

North West

I have recently retumed from The Open
and what an eventful time it was. The course
had been set up beautifully and was a cred-
it to John Philp and his staff. It was tough
with narrow fairways, and plenty of rough,
but had been set up to test the best profes-
sional golfers, and it certainly did that. Some
of the pros whinged about the rough but they
had thousands of ball spotters lining the fair-
ways, so they should not have had any
problems. L

The Frenchman gave us all a laugh with
his antics in the water, (I think he should
have taken out a bucket and spade, instead
of a set of clubs) but the winner Paul Lawrie
showed them how to play the final holes with
two magnificent birdies.

The Support Team all enjoyed their
involvement even though this year we were
not required to send in an early team, or a

rivals that of seven small pushmowers. The Model 721 Articulator brings together the
best of three worlds—the unmatched cut quality of a small pushmower,

the high productivity of a wide-area mower, and the best price

of any mower of its quality and capacity

on the market today. Model 721X, 72IR

and 721XR available.

3-1122 for the dealer nearest you. www.lastec.com dealer opportunities available in select locations




divoting team in the evening, [ would like to
thank all the Support Team for being punc-
tual at the Ist tee, making my job easier
On September 9th we have the Autumn
Tournament at West Lancashire and if you
have not already registered give me aringand
I'will see if I can fit you in. September 15th
is the Cumbria (,up at Penrith sponsored by
Course Care, and is by invitation. The match
against the Golf Club Stewards is at Burnley
on 27th September and I need a team of 16
for what is always a great day. That seems to
beit in the NW because nobody has got mar-
ried, had babies, changed their job or won
the lottery, at least if they have, they have
not told me, but if anything like that hap-
penstoyou,givemearingon 0151 7245412,
Bert Cross

North Wales

Hey, I've got something to write about The
Open, John Philp and team, R&A
Championship Committee and the ‘Beast’
herself. That showed ‘em, real golf and they
don't like it, that was the best tournament
we've seen in 25 years in the game, hats off
to the Scots they organised it, prepared it and
won it.

John Philp did greenkeeping proud with
his comments in the press and the R&A gave
him their full backing. How many of you
reading this get the same from your com-
mittee? Nuff said.

Qur Education Officer, Phil Davies, is in the
process of organising our series of Autumn-
Winter lectures. Subject matter will include,
Research and Development in the Chemical
industry; Noise Pollution; Rules of Golf and
the Greenkeeper; Soil Science and
Management,and CDA. Sprayers on the Golf
Course. These will take place between
September-April and the full fist will be sent
when dates and venues have been confirmed.
Ifany of you out there would like certain sub-
jects to be covered please ring Phil on 01745
886547 or 0966 466731 and he will do his
best to organise it.

Dates to remember, the Autumn meeting
is at Nefyn GC on 13 October, entry forms
will be sent to your shortly: If, for any reason,
you don't receive one please get in touch with
meon (410896837 or01745 814931, Gary
Edwards on 01492 593646 or 0961 806519
Stuart McCall on 0151 6524692 or
0378040843 or Trevor Johnston on 0151
3366675.

The Christmas meeting is at Royal St

Davids, Harlech on 7th Decemberwhich will
also be our GM.

Congratulations to Steve Jones, of Pwilheli,
on his D32-33.

Gary Edwards

At last we have had a bit of sun. Here at
Brancepeth we are running around like
bronze gods.

I think we should congratulate two green-
keepers from Wearside, Phil Hargrave,
Assistant Student of the Year at Houghall
and Martine Wood has been nominated for
Toro Student of the Year. Very well done.

Apart from that the Section is quiet. If any-
one would like to take over the Section news
please see the Secretary as I am steping down
in December.

On a final note David Jobey; Deputy Head
Greenkeeper at Brancepeth, had the snip
done and was very proud to show off his very
swollen bits to anyone, male or female, who
wanted to look.

Kevin (Scoop)Heslop

Northemn
There has not been much happening this
month. Probably due to everyone being so
busy at work. The weather dunng July has
been extremely hot and dry; testing out even
the most efficient of irrigation systems.
Dave Bottomley has moved to Acom

.Equipment as their ‘mobile’ sales represen-

tative. Acorn are a well established company
in other areas, but are new to Yorkshire and
the surrounding parts. Most of you will
remember Dave as the equipment rep for
Rigby Taylor

Scotts "have been enquiring within the
Section to see if glunksqm would be inter-
ested in a day trip to their fertiliser
manufacturing mel If there is sufficient
interest, then a trip may be arranged for lat-
er in the year Travel and food would be
provided by Scotts.

Anyone \\1shmg to book places in the two
remaining golf events must do so quickly as
places are running out. The Autumn
Tournament is to be held at Bradford
(Hawksworth) on 20 October and the
Winter Golf at Fulford on 8 December.
Bookings will only be accepted with payment
of £15, no later than two weeks prior to the
event date.

If anyone has any news from within the
Section, please contact me at 1 Cockley

Meadows, Kirkheaton, Huddersfield HD5
OLA or telephone on either 01484 317813
or 07788 442755.

Simon Heppenstall

Midland Region
Peter Larter

The 1999 Midland Region Seminar will
be held once again at Mentmore, an excel-
lentvenue,on 17 November. Frank Newbury
will be speaking along with Cedric Gough,
Course Manager, Broadway Golf Club and
fomer Greenkeeper of the Year; Denis Nutter,
Golf Rules Expert and former PGA Regional
Secretary, Jonathan Car, Amenity Land
Services, and a BIGGA Headquarters repre-
sentative. Application forms for attendance at

the Seminar are inside this issue of

Greenkeeper Intemational, and can also be
obtained from the Midland Regional
Administrator, Peter Larter 01480 437507.
Members of the Midland Regjon, please make
an effort to attend what promises to be a very
interesting day:

Peter Larter

Midland

The summer tournament took place on 8
July We seem to be blessed with very good
weather conditions for our summer tourna-
ment and this day was no exemption, very
hot and the 18 holes felt like 36!

Many thanks on behalf of the Section to
all the greenkeeping staff at Patshull Park who
provided us with a good test of golf and well
presented course. Many thanks also to the
catering staff who provided the evening meal.

The winners were as follows: 1. Gross T.
Cheese; 1. Nett D Fellows; 2. Nett A. Roberts;
3. N. Bird; 4. M. Hughes; 5. R. Thomas; 6.
M. Jones.

Best Trade: 1. Peter McCrainer; 2. N.
Webb. Nearest Pin: Peter Richmond. Longest
Drive: M. Cutler.

Thank you also to our main sponsors
Rolawn, Graham A. Mace. Prizes and wine,
John Mimms, of Superturf.

Our next tournament will be held at Ross-
On-Wye on 15 September.

If there is anyone who has any news or
information plwse contactmeon (1562 861
434 and I can get it put into this article and

make more interesting reports with the infor-
mation that you the members require to hear
and see.

Jonathan Wood.

East of England

David Hornsey, of Woodhall Spa, had a
day to remember at Lincoln, Torksey: David
took home the main prize, the longest drive
and the nearest the pin.

Dale Gazda, from Kenwick Park, and
Graeme Macdonald, Newark, both lost on
countback to David, also on 33 points.

The competition was sponsored by
Burdens Groundcare and it was nice to see
Norman Burden playing and presenting
some superb prizes. Other sponsors on the
day were Greenpride, who sponsored the
nearest the pin. Also Rigby Taylor, Tower
Sports which were Tower Chemicals, Roy
Harrison, Bob Hewitt and Graham Bell, John
Deere.

It was a pity that Head Greenkeeper Derek
could not make the dinner, but it was his
60th birthday! But his work colleagues Adi
and Andy Lou, Lou and Greens Chairman
Keith Whaley were praised by all who played.

Graeme Macdonald

South East
Derek Farrington

Tel: 01903

260956

Essex

For those of you who have had their holi-
days hope you had a relaxing, stress free time
away from work and for anyone with their
holidays still to come, lets keep our fingers
crossed that the weather holds out for you.

This month’s report is dominated by a hec-
tic golfing period. During July we saw the
annual Essex Captains v Greenkeepers match
held at Romford. For the first time in many
a year the greenkeeping team were victori-
ous. Well done all who attended. Individual
greenkeeping prize: 1. Paul Copsey,
Burnham, 45 pts; 2. John Jackson, South
East, 38 pts; 3. Andy Sheehan, Bentley, 35
pts; 4. Richard Pride, Thomdon, 33 pts.

On behalf of all the attending greenkeep-
ers I would like to thank Romford Golf Club
and staff, the Essex Captains for their kind
generosity and Barrie Brown and his staff for
having the course in excellent condition.

asliccld
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

The month of August saw the Section hold
its Autumn tournament at Thomdon Park
Golf Club on the 4th. The sponsor the the
daywas dwg Force Leisure and our thanks
goes to Ri Lewis and the company for
donating the prizes.

Our thanks go to Thomdon Park for pro-
viding the venue, their staff for their help
throughout the day and on an excellent meal.
Not forgetting “Sir Richard and his merry
men” for, as usual, providing a first class
course. Winners: Overall: Chris Ward 38 pts.,
0-9: 1. Steve Townsend 35 pts; 2. Richard
Pride 34 pts; 3. Tony Kirwan 31 pts. I()22
1. John Selwood 37 pts; 2. Ray Clark 32 pts
3, Larry Coyte 29 pts. 23-28: 1. Ian Mit \ell
37 pts; 2. Mark Stopps 33 pts. 3. Keith
Chinney 28 pts. Trade: Richard Lewis 33 pts.
Longest Drive: Steve Crosdale. Nearest The
Pin: Jeff Robinson. Both kindly sponsored by
Greenkeeping Supply Company. The follow-
ingcompanies, our thanks for the raffle prizes,
Gem, Banks, Grass Roots, Rigby Taylor,
Tuckwells, Avoncrop, UA.P. and Doe’s.

Our next golf competition is on the 19th
October to be held at Wanstead golf club.

Please do not forget the south east regi
al seminar at Whittle College November 16th,
details will be sent out shortly:

Wewould like towelcome our newest mem-
ber to date, from Toot Hill Golf Club, Terry
Burton. Nice to hear Derek Farrington is now
back on his feet from his operation.
Hope to see you at Wanstead Derek. We will
have a glass of red wine on chill for you.

Dave Wells

As some of our members are aware,
Cuddington have for many years had a prob-
lem during winter with extremely wet greens.
This was apparently caused by their original
construction being on a dlay base, fine when
there was very little winter play but unac-
ceptable now that club members want to play
all year round. Stuart Sheppard, the Course
Manager, informed me that work would start
on removing the old greens on August 2 to
be replaced with new greens built to USP-
GA specification and that the turfwas already
being grown in Lincolnshire.

The expected completion date is to be ear-
ly November and this includes a new
irrigation system to tees, greens and
approaches. There will be 20 new greens and
play is estimated to start June 2000. Stuart
would be pleased to show his fellow green-
keepers the course as work progresses.

On 5 August, Surrey Section played the
annual competition at Sunningdale for the
McMillan ~ Tankard. We all thank
Sunningdale for courtesy of the course, the
artisans for the use of their clubhouse and an
excellent buffet, but special thanks to Brian
Turner for presenting the Old Course in such
magnificent condition. The results were 1.
John Rose 39 pts; 2. Brian Turner 38 pts; 3.
David Murdoch 38 pts; 4th Nigel Colley 37
pts. Thanks to Jack McMillan for presenting
the prizes and to Ted Stiles for starting and
chairing the day. Sponsored by Grass
Ltd. The next golf competition will be at
Royal Mid Surrey on 14 September. Cost
£16, followed by the Autumn Tournament
at Richmond on 17 September. Remember
to contact [an Sellars if you have not received
an application form for both days. 0978
709146.

Brian Willmott
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LsT 10 61 members descended on
Burv bt Imunds for our Autumn Meeting,
The Secretary; John Sayer, made us most wel-
come and Steve Millard, the Head
Greenkeeper, and his staff had worked hard
to provide us with a very testing and well pre-
sented golf course. Thanks for the pin
placements Martin. May [ take this oppor-
tunity to thank John Sayer, John Cook the
Club Captain, all the Clubhouse staff and
Steve Millard and his greenkeeping staff for
an excellent days golf, thar éﬁf k you dﬁ

Larry Pearman and Eddie Seale, from Toro,
were our main Sponsors for the day and they
supplied a splendid prize table, again our
thanks go out to you for sponsoring the day
and the event on an annual basis.

I think I can speak for everyone when I say
that we all had a very enjoyable day and it
was nice to see some old friends Chris
Crimmin Captain from Thetford and Pat
Swinn the new Head Greenkeeper from
Rushmens who joined us for the first time.

also would like to thank Bury's Captain,
lohn Cook, for his company on the course
and, during the proceedings of the meal and
the speeches, he helped make the day

Results as follows: 0-9 H: I. N.
Brewster 36 pts; 2. T. Morton 35 pts; 3. P
Howard 29 pts. 10-18 Handicap 1. G. Nash
41 pts; 2. L. Willett 38 pts; 3. G. McHugh 35
pts. 1928 Handicap 1. G. Rayfield 38 pts;
2. A. Tymeell 34 pts; 3. A. Hollins 33 pts. dec
and Guest Prize, 1. P Remnant Captain of
Royal Cromer with 40 points on countback;
2. J. Cook, 40 points; 3. J. Sayer, 38 points.
Winner of the Captain and Greenkeeper
Shield - S. Millard & . Cook, of Bury St.
Edmunds Golf Club, with 74 points, runner’s
up E. Hart & P Remnant, of Royal Cromer
Golf Club, with 72 points. Longest Drive - S.
Curtis, Nearest the Pin - B. Dunn. The Toilet
Seat went to fan Willett who won it for try-
ing to protect his handicap. Thank you very
much John. I would like to thank the other
trade members who supplied prizes for the
raffle, Rushbrooks & Son, Rhone Poulenc,
SISIS, Righy Taylor, Pattisson, Grass Roots
Trading Company Ltd, Turf Care, Atterton &
Ellis Limited, Consultant Clarkson, K. B.
Leach, Tomlinson Groundcare, Adnams Ales
and John Sayer.

We had Mike Taylor, a trade member from
Tomlinson Groundcare, tum up to his first
golf meeting, it was his first 18 holes and he
never lost a ball and scored a creditable 11
points. On to a sad note. The golf ball that
Bob Chesham has used since 1963 has final-
ly fallen apart, it had been out of shape for a
fewyears arnd Bob had become quite an expert
at putting, allowing at least two yards either
side of the hole 5o it could arc its way to the
cup. After telling his tale to a friend he was
given a new ball, which has given him anoth-
er problem, his putting has gone down hill
and he says it will take at least six months of
running-in the new ball before he will be back
to his old self. In November the Essex Section
will be holding the Regional Seminar at
Wittle College. Could we have agood tumout
from the Section for this event.

I have received a letter from Derek
Farrington thanking us all for the get well card
and he sends us all his best, he says he is well
on the mend and will see us at our next meet-
ing, which will be held at Rookery Park on
13 October. See you all there.

lan Willett

South West
and South Wales

Paula Humphries

Devon & Comwall

I am writing this report at the end of July
with the weather very hot and the golf course
looking dry, July 1999 has been the driest

month I'have recorded since 1994 with only
12mm of rainfall which was all at the start
of the month, I hope you all have been able
to cope with the hot weather and have got
a good tan.

But the summer is only so long and is now
slowly drawing to a close which means
autumn is once again around the comner and
with it the start of our Autumn and Winter
meeting programme which will start this year
at Trethome on 20 October.

Without doubt, the new Verti-
Drain Mustang is the fastest, most
effective aerator on the market today.

Whilst it still features the unique,
patented ‘heave’ action, there are many
new improvements, including single
point arm adjustment, a stronger tine
support system and fewer working parts.




The moming’s golf competition will be a
single’s Stableford competition for the D.O.
Hunt Trophy; for our non playing members
there will be the usually course walk which
will leave the clubhouse at approximately
10.30 am, lunch will be from Ipm followed
by our afternoon educational talk by
Bemhard & Co on keeping your edge all year
round. i

Golfing members please note entry details
for our forthcoming meetings: After receipt

ofyourcompleted entry formwhichwill have
been sent out to you or your course manag-
er- Golfing members to receive starting times
before meeting with a draw for partners being
introduced, pairings will be accepted for our
foursome and greensome competitions - A
levy of £2 will be added to each entry received
after the dosing date - As some members
have problems paying before meetings, they
will be able to continue to pay on the day
without being levied as long as the entry has

been received before the closing date, any
member who doesn't attend after entering
will be invoiced if no payment is received.
Regional educational dates to note, 24
November Regional Seminar to be held at
Cannington College, 18- 21 January, Regions
trip to BTME at Harrogate. For more details
on regional events contact Paula Humphries.
You should have received your new fixture
card which has this year been kindly spon-
sored by Rigby Taylor, the fixture card has

dates of all our forthcoming events, if you
haven't received yours yet please let me know.
Richard Whyman

South Coast

Another reminder for our Autumn
Tournament. It is to be held at Shanklin and
Sandown on the Isle of Wight. The date, 14
October. All details were in the August report.
What we ask for more than anything, is that
all those wishing to play contact Fred

"W Ay

It can drive its 6 tines, solid or

outsold and outperformed all

Contact us now for further

competitors for the past 20 years. information or a demonstration of the new

Verti-Drain Mustang on 01428 661222,

Redexim

E-Mail: cem@dircon.co.uk

hollow, at a faster rate than any other

aerator, which makes it the perfect And, with an aerator to suit

machine for high speed runs down the virtually every application, it’s the widest

range available anywhere.

fairway and for even shorter work on the Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd,

greens. But one word of caution. Weydown Industrial Estate, Weydown
Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1DW.

Tel: 01428 661222, Fax: 01428 661218.

The new Mustang joins the market- The new Mustang is fast; so fast

leading range of Verti-Drains that have that you may get done in a flash. Web Site: http://www.redexim.com
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

Deamen as soon as possible as there is a ot
of work in organising this particular toumna-
ment.

Our Summer tournament was held at
Rowlands Castle on 22 July. The weather was
§reat, the course was in superb condition, the
ood was good and the hospitality was sec-
ond to none. The results were as follows: 1.
Eddie Fox and T Curtis who were awarded
the John Deere Trophy; 2. Matt Blake and
N Cousins; 3. was Chris Sturgess and ] Camn.
The longest drive went to Cameron
McMillan.

We would like to thank the Captain,
Committee and members of Rowlands
Castk for allowing us the courtesy of their

f course. sto Bill Daviesand
hns for producing the course in pristine
condition. A big thank you to the caterin
staff who provided everyone with a splend1§
meal and kept us well watered dunng the dav
Last but not least we must give a big thank
you to our _;Pomor for the £\ namely Sisis
and Rigby Taylor. They provided us with an
excellent prize table which was much appre-
ciated. The last person who has got to be
worth a mention is Fred Deamen, our
Tournament organiser. Fred has done a
job since taking on this mammoth t:

Ken Lodge.

South West

A magnificent total of 49 section mem-
bers turned up for the Summer
Tournament held at Lilley Brook on
July 22. On arrival at the club many of us
were struck by the superb appearance of
the course and the wonderful variety of
trees which were enhanced by the sunny
weather.

The competitors were sent on their way
off the first tee by Paula Humphries, along
with Martin Townsend who handed out
Scotts caps, which became very useful in
the glare of the sun.

The actual playing of the course lived up
to its initial appearance. Everyone who
played the course was in agreement that
the greens were in excellent condition and
extremely fast. Indeed the club captain of
Lilley Brook, Mike Allcot was so worried
about the many favourable comments
which were coming in about the state of
the course, he thought that Head
Greenkeeper, Paul Jenkins, might try and
demand a big pay rise. There were two big
surprises when the results of the competi-
tion were announced following the
excellent meal. Firstly, Chris Sealey was
declared the winner of the Head
Greenkeeper competition and secondly,
Nobby Knight could only manage second
place in the Assistants’ competition.

The results in full are as follows: Head
Greenkeepers' Prizes: 1. Chris Sealey 69
pts; 2. Paul Worster 74 pts; 3. Gary Cook
75 pts. Assistant Greenkeepers Prizes: 1.
John Hamlet 66 pts; 2. Nobby Knight 69
pts; 3. James Braithwaite 70pts.

The overall winner of the event was John
Hamlet. John, who is married with chil-
dren, took a gamble and left his old job to
go on a full time greenkeeping course at
Hartpury College a year ago. He recently
started his greenkeeping employment at
Cirencester Golf Course at the beginning
of July, so well done and congratulations.

Therefore the qualifiers of the summer
tournament who will go on to represent the
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South West at the
National Champion-
ship  sponsored by

THE CHARIERHOUSE SCOTTS

NATIONAL Scotts and Charter-
CHAMBIONSH  house will be John
e’ €D Hamlet and Anthony

“Nobby” Knight. The

nearest the pin compe-
tition in two shots on a par-4, was won by
Tim Needham. This raised £41 for the
Captain’s Charity which was CLIC. The
day itself was an enormous success, with
special thanks going to Scotts for their vital
support and sponsorship of the prizes.
thanks must also go to Paul Jenkins and his
team for getting the course into superb
shape and also to Rob and Jane of the Lilley
Brook catering department for their kind-
ness and hospitality. The next event on the
calendar is the match against South Wales
at St. Pierre on October 6. This is followed
by the Autumn Tournament at Bristol &
Clifton on November 11. The Fixture’s
Secretary, Terry Humphrey is looking into
the possibility of organising matches for the
over 50's in this Region. If you're old
enough and would be interested in taking
part in such events, please give Terry a ring
on 01454 778871.

Paul Cunningham

South Wales

As [ am sitting here thinking of what to
mention this month, a thought occurred -
Is the weather going to cool down or not?
It amazes me to think that the summer is
nearly over and this Around the Green is
to cover September. How quickly the
months are going by, July saw the return
of The Open to Carnoustie after a break
of 24 years and what an Open it was.
tried to see him but I wonder if anyone saw
our Secretary, Peter Lacey, on television as
he was part of the Support Team. Well done
Peter, I am sure you had a good time.

I'llbring you up-to-date with the Summer
Tournament and fixtures during August
and the Autumn tournament held on 30
September at Swansea Bay in the next edi-
tion. Up and coming events; 6 October,
Match v BIGGA South West at St. Pierre.
Tee of time 12.30 pm. The Rigby Taylor
Matchplay Finals are to be held on" 27
October at Royal Porthcawl. Also watch
this space for the date of our up and com-
ing Seminar.

ichard Hatcher

Northern

Ireland

South-East

The Section’s summer competition was
held at Bangor on Thursday 8th July. The
competition was very generously spon-
sored by Derck Keenan of Ards Metal
Fabrications.

Derek had provided a tremendous array
of prizes and this combined with the
weather resulted in an excellent turn out
on the day. The Section would like to thank
members of the North East Section, who
travelled a considerable distance to pl 1y in
the L()m[XlllI()n - from as far as
Portstewart.

lan Harrison, Course Manager at
Bangor, and his team had the course in
excellent condition on the day.

Unfortunately many of the players strug-
gled in the intense heat, but a few managed
to put together respectable scores.

Nick Webber, from Portstewart, had a
fine gross of 72 to give him 40 points and
claim the visitors prize. The South East
Section first prize was a colour TV, which
went to Paul Lapin with 35 points; second

prize a portable CD sound system went to
Terry Crawford with 31 points; lan
Harrison claimed 3rd prize, a radio cas-
sette player.

Once again thanks to Derek for provid-
ing excellent prizes. Derek specialises in all
types of metal fabrication and engineering
work, such as railings, gates, grills, modifi-
cations and fabrication work to order, for
many of the local clubs. He can be con-
tacted on 02891 471703 or 07801

THE BEST SEED




109074. Thanks also to Bangor for the cour-
tesy of the course on a most enjoyable day.
The Section would like to welcome some
new members, Paul Mathison, Head
Greenkeeper at  Holywood;  James
Harkeness, Malone; David Wilson, Conway
Murphy and Michael Haughian, all from
Silverwood.

Due to members lack of response the
August BBQ was cancelled.

Jonathan McCabe

North East

Stanley Emerson held his North versus
South Golf Greenkeepers match at Stakis
Park in July for the “Stanley Emerson
Trophy”. The match finished in a three all
drawwith the Southern Greenkeepers win-
ning the tie-hole. There were also a number
of four ball matches, best score was by Joe
McBride with 37 points, second was Mark
Cassidy with 34 points. The weather was
glorious and the day was finished of with

a few drinks and a very enjoyable meal.
Emerson’s would like to thank all the

Greenkeepers who turned up, many of

ising the event and making everything run
so smoothly.
Eamonn Farrell

them travelled a distance to take part.
Thanks also to Stakis Park for hosting the
event and all the Green staff for having the
course in such good order Many who
played said it is an excellent course with
first class facilities.

Special thanks to the Course Manager
Frank Ainsworth and Joe English for organ-

See you all next month!

NDER THE SUN

.

THE BEST FOR FINE TURF

At Barenbrug, tradition and modern techniques
are combined to produce the best cultivars to
give you the best playing surfaces. Consistently
rated in the top banding of the STRI Turfgrass
Seed Lists, Barenbrug high quality grass seeds
are specially developed for characteristics that
give you the performance you need - whether
on greens, tees or fairways.

Barcrown the outstanding slender creeping red

fescue offers the following benefits

o extremely fine leaf

e highly resistant to red thread and dollar spot

e develops dense sward showing good colour
in summer and winter

e ideal for close mowing

o excellent drought tolerance

Combined with top performance cultivars such
as Bargreen Chewings fescue and Heriot
browntop bent, Barcrown can be found in
various combinations in our popular golf and
bowls fine turf mixtures BAR 1, BAR 2,

and BAR 3.

So, if you want the best seed under the sun,
call 01359 272000 and we will be pleased

to advise you.

EBARENBRUG

Barenbrug UK Lid., 33 Perkins Road,
Rougham Industrial Estate,

Bury St.Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9NW
Tel:01359 272000 Fox:01359 272001
E-mail:sales@baruk.co.uk
Website:http://www.baruk.com
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If you are choosinga |
quality Irrigation syste

With 30 years experience of providing sports turf irrigation “Tbe important aspect in choosing the
systems our specialist company is completely specialist equipment is to choose the
right sprinkler and controller rather

than the make”
Greenkeeper International 1997.

independent of a brand manufacturer. Each
bespoke system is designed by our qualified
engineers to the highest specification and
according to the individual requirements of
the course, and with thorough knowledge of

. At the end of the day the system
SN = bas to work. Ours do - Beautifully.

the products produced by the top manufacturers
we are in the best position to provide top of the

range service care. Nor t S ta ffs Call us to arrange a free consultation
Our portfolio includes: Woodsome

Hall, Sherwood Forest and Royal I 2 t. Ltd (ltfl’\lfl)llLZl§l(5)n%E)lu217\gnG

Lytham St. Annes. rrlga lOn Al g 8 Sy 5

ST15 8TB.
Consulting Watering Specialists

sure its from a quality
irrigation company

Ad Ref 217

é:f;;;g& LEAVES LARGE AREAS LITTERLESS

Truck Loaders
This is the professional way to
shift mountains of leaves and light
debris into trucks for transport
or removal. The tailgate model
complete with 8” x 10’ Intake
Hose Kit and 11hp heavy duty
Briggs and Stratton IC engine
will fit most pick-up vehicles
by simple hand-clamp

attachment to tailboard. Also

St &

to suit ANY vehicle.

TRIALS, TESTS,
DEMONSTRATIONS -
ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.
JUST PHONE OR FAX US.

b J I

PHONE THE 24 HOUR BROCHURE LINE OR COMPLETE COUPON P()\'VC[‘S\VCQ])C rs

O 8 1 F; & @ 1 O 8 1 5 A range of heavy duty pedestrian controlled commercial quality
‘ ’ leaf/litter vacuums, sweepers and blowers. There is a choice of

NAME : push or self-propelled models fitted with either Shp, 8hp or 11hp
TR B &1 Briggs and Stratton engines.
el - ~
2|
POSTCODE g |
e
TEL NO D TICK FOR DEMONSTRATION 2 | 2 l) '\ 2
) \[ pny \/n
The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX11 8ES DOD [..I. Dliﬂ I L)

Tel: 01235 515400 Fax: 01235 515401 A DIVISION OF ALLEN POWER EQUIPMENT LTD.

Website: www.bob-andrews.com Email: sales(@bob-andrews.com

Ad Ref 126
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A few years ago Stewarts of Edinburgh, Company of Seedsmen Ltd, celebrated their 100th
Anniversary. A comg;any which has served the greenkeeping and horticulture industry. One man in
particular, Mr lan Forbes, will always be remembered in his quest to assist the greenkeepers with their
educational pursuits by often giving lectures which would develop or enhance g\l:ir educational career.
Many years ago he was asked if he would write down some of his memories on the experiences or
growth of the Greenkeeping Association, which he did and passed one to me at St Angerews. This fine

entleman has now passed away leaving the company, Stewarts of Edinburgh to be run in the good

ands of his son Graeme Forbes, who is following exactly in his support to Scottish and North of

England greenkeepers. A few months ago the document saw daylight after laying dormant, but I
would like the realziers of BIGGA to rez?d it as it will be of interZs(g. i

®Back in

Dear Walter,

Some time ago, Graeme told me
you would like to have my views on
the status and training of Golf
Greenkeepers over the years. At the
time, I had to attend two conferences
away from home, and in effecting my
retirement from business at Stewarts
and elsewhere. I hope, therefore, my
delay in acceding to your request has
not caused you any inconvenience.

It is my view that, for a variety of
reasons, the history of (Y.olf
Greenkeeping could be said to fall
into a number of very distinct peri-
ods. Unfortunately, sources of
information have turned out to be
very scarce, and in order to do a real-
lv good job, one would require to
contact a large number of clubs who
might be willing to furnish details for
their records as to numbers
employed, wages and status in the
clul), eg. honorary membership etc.

My sources are the few remnants of
Stewarts records, these are very
sketchy as during the 1939-45 war,
part of our premises were taken over
asa fire watching post and the records
stored therein, destroyed.

Two copies 1920 and 1929 of the
British Golf Greenkeepers Journal,

Walter Woods

and a few books, one written by a
§reenkeeper, being all I have at

tewarts, except for a photograph or
two.

I have spent some days at the
National Library of Scotland, but
they do not have records of the
BGGA Journal, which is a pity as they
would be most helpful. I did find that
the library had copies of the Golfers
Handbook from its original publica-
tion in 1903 onwards, however, after
consulting a number, although not all
of these publications, I found that the
records of Head Greenkeepers, even
when this was given, was by no means
complete, even the R&A holders of
this office were not always shown.

Much of what follows is therefore
iust my own opinion, based on what

ittle I'have found and supported by
a none too reliable memory:

The first phase of the Greenkeeping
profession would surely be the peri-
od from around 1750 to 1876.
During this time the number of golf
courses was very restricted and Lﬁgy
were mostly situated in the East of
Scotland, on sandy links or heath-
land. This was probably the only
areas golf could have been played on,

owing to the problem of mowin
grass which grew to any height.
recall my father had a letter dated
around the early 1900's describing
the work of an East Lothian
Greenkeeper who concluded after
describing how he constructed
drains, ditches and sleeper faced
bunkers, by writing that he scythed
the greens and the rabbits kept the
rest.

UfP until 1886, the number of new
golf courses aﬂpears to have been
only a few each year, five being the
largest number recorded and orﬁz in
the period from 1875. I think it
would be fair to conclude that dur-
ing this period, the only exchanﬁe of
Ezeenkeeping experiences would be

tween the various Fife and East
Lothian men, and that most of the
other courses in operation at that
time would have had a greenkeeper
who came from these areas or had a
connection with them. A possible
exception might be where a man from
a cricket or bowling club took over
the office of Head Greenkeeper.

1887 saw the start of a boom in golf
course construction which was really
astonishing, and is attributed in the
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Ad Ref 535

Preventative
medicine!

¥
o i s

SHARPER SOLUTIONS...
with BERNHARD

Prevention is better than cure...

To find out how Atterton Express Dual and Anglemaster,
the world’s fastest mower grinders, dramatically
improve your golf course, cuts costs and savestime...

call 01788 811600 today!

BERNHARD & COMPANY LTD
Rugby England CV227DT
email: info@bernhard.co.uk web: www.bernhard.co.uk
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Golfers Handbook to the advent of
railways, and the visiting of Scotland
by people who before did not travel
to golfing areas.

1887 saw the number of new cours-
es rise to double figures, 1888 - 20
new courses were built, and 1889 -
30. From then to the outbreak of the
First World War in 1914, between 22
to 55 new courses were opened every
year except for the period of the Boer

ar, when the numbers opened fell
to around 12 to 15 courses opened
each year.

This astonishing increase in golf
courses must have required a very
large number of greenkeepers. The
invention of the lawn mower would
have played a big part in making golf
possible, and the arrival of the gang
mower, even though horse drawn,
would enable fairways to be cut.

It is probable that a good number
of gardeners became greenkeepers. At
this time in Scotland, the landed
estates usually took young men into
the “bothy” system where a number
of apprentices and journeymen some-
times in considerable numbers, were
housed at or near the gardens of the
large estates.

As promotion to a house became
possible only with the status of fore-
man having been obtained, there was
at times a surplus of trained garden-
ers.

Stewarts among other firms, ran an
employment bureau whereby head
gardeners would write in asking for
details of men available and also
those of men looking for jobs.
Stewarts” operated this service for
greenkeepers sometime around that
period, especially when they were
emigrating to the USA or Europe.

The term Gullane Greenkeeper was
at one time often used, emj I can

recall letters using these precise words
being received as, East Lothian pro-
duced a lot of trained gardeners as
well as greenkeepers.

During this pre World War I phase,
companies such as Suttons and
Stewarts, along with others, used to
prove information and booklets on

eenkeeping practices, some green-
ﬁ’e rs wrote articles and books. In
1908 the Scottish Greenkeepers held
an outing at which my father acted
as Secretary. | think this was the first
meeting the greenkeepers had held,
but was more of a golf occasion than
an educational one, but in some cas-
es lectures were given to greenkeepers
at the outings.

The use of fertilisers, worm killers
and seed mixtures was common
before 1900, and many greenkeepers
were already knowledgeable as to the
uses and practices of greenkeeping.
Others probably entered the profes-
sion because they were good golfers
and the office of Greenkeeper
Professional was not uncommon. As
far as I know the Head Greenkeeper
was at that time ranked in most clubs
above the professional as far as sta-
tus is concerned.

In 1914 the boom in golf came to
an end and from then until 1919 few
golf courses were built. The BGGA
Journal of 1920 states that 90% of
its. membership served with HM
Forces during the war years and a
number were decorated for distin-
guished service. The membership of
the association was just over a hun-
dred, which must have been a very
small proportion of the total number
of greenkeepers as the Golfers
Handbook of that time states there
were around 1000.

By 1920 the BGGA Journal was
again being published and new cours-
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The use of fertilisers, worm killers
and seed mixtures was common
before 1900, and many greenkeepers
were already knowledgeable as to the
uses and practices of greenkeeping.

es were opening, but never again on
the scale of the pre First World War
period. During the between war
Kears, the development of green-

eeping went ahea ra:{)idly, the hand
mower had superseded the scythe on
the greens and tees, the horse drawn
mower was replaced by tractor drawn
equipment and the rapid develop-
ment of motor mowers for greens
proceeded.

There were regular lectures in many
areas of the country and some agri-
cultural colleges ran evening classes
in greenkeeping. In 1929 the Board
of Greenkeeping Research was
opened at Bingley.

I remember discussions around this
time, that it would be a good thing
to have a greenkeeping certificate
available. It was proposed that, after
a period of around three years, men
who their Head Greenkeeper thought
able, should proceed to spend a
month or so at two or three other
clubs whose Head Greenkeepers were
held in high regard.

These greenkeepers were to write a
report and if the applicant received
three good reports, a certificate would
be awarded. However, as far as I
know, this scheme never got past the
talking stage.

The main difficulty as always was
the wide spread of greenkeepers in
relatively small numbers, the diffi-
culties of transport and no real
facilities for education of greenkeep-
ers existed.

There were always a few wise heads
crying for something to be done, but
(h?' got little support in many cases
and golfers as a whole were not very
interested. Occasionally a Head
Greenkeeper would be given hon-
orary membership of his club, where
the professional was still not allowed

into the club house, but in general,
by the 1930's the professionals were
taking large steps up the status lad-
der, led by players such as the late Sir
T H Cotton, and owing to this and
the depression which reigned at the
time, it was not easy for greenkeep-
ers to improve their lot.

1939 saw the start of the Second
World War and again golf and green-
keeping went very nearly out of
existence. There was a call for food
production and parts of some cours-
es were ploughed up. [ was abroad for
most of the war and have no first
hand experience, but understand that
there were no fertilisers allowed for
clubs unless they kept grazing ani-
mals and even then it was also
severely rationed. Equipment and
supplies of all sorts were difficult, and
according to the Golfers Handbook,
wooden balls were at one time not
uncommon. Greenkeepers were
mostly on military service or in oth-
er national service occupations.
Unlike the recovery in 1920 after the
First World War,” which was fairly
rapid, the years from the end of hos-
tilities in 1945 were very restricted.
Rationing of almost everything con-
tinued and %0” courses got very few
supplies including petrol, for some
years. This was allied to a lack of
transport, the supply of vehicles
which was very small and almost
every item of equipment difficult to
come by

Golf gradually revived, but the
Americans were not supporting the
Open Championship to any great
extent and it was not until the arrival
of Arnold Palmer and mass TV which
brought about the second great boom
in golfing history.

I" well remember a Head
Greenkeeper in Ayrshire telling me in

SOIL TECHNOLOGY
ON THE RIGHT
COURSE

Consistency of the growing medium is the key to superior greens
and tees, which is why Rufford place such importance on the
uniform particle size and the quality of all our sand/soil products

from Rootzone mixes to
Top-dressing mediums.

With Rufford you know they must
be the best, because

@ Materials are constantly checked.
@ All dressings are heat treated.

® Uniform particle size.

® Soil analysis service.

® Guaranteed quality.

@ Professional advice.

Of course, achieving such consistently high
quality products is only possible when the
technical aspects of each sand/soil mix is under
the tightest control. Again an area in which Rufford is uniquely
qualified, not only operating our own quarries,

but with in-house laboratories constantly monitoring their output.

Uniform size of
particles is essential
in resisting
compaction.

Call us today and find Top ‘ Fine,medium
out why greenkeepers Dressings | and coarse
throughout the country S ;15 | Wide range, for
an

rely on Rufford
Jor quality and service
second to none.

bunkers to greens
Rootzone  Standard U.S.G.A. or

_ Mix | made to order mixes
ENGLAND & WALES Screened  Fully screened and
Soil shredded
Tel: 01 260 281 801 Divot 7Espe€iﬁy3linded for golf}
SCOTLAND Mixes tees & fairway divoting

RUFFORD
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Ad Ref 426

®Back in

ume

Occasionally a Head Greenkeeper would be given honorary membership
of his club, where the professional was still not allowed into the club
house, but in general, by the 1930's the professionals were taking large
steps up the status ladder, led by players such as the late Sir TH Cotton,
and owing to this and the depression which reigned at the time, it was
not easy for greenkeepers to improve their lot.

As far as | know the
Head Greenkeeper was
at that time ranked in
most clubs above the
professional as far as
status is concerned.

the 50’s that he thought the occupa-
tion had gone from the best paid
artisan to the worst paid in a period
of ten years, and I think it is fair to
say that golf and golf greenkeepers
went through a very trying period
between 1945 and 1960.
Nonetheless, the Board of
Greenkeeping  Research, which
became the Sports Turf Research
Institute, was providing the authori-
ty on greenkeeping practices in
addition to an advisory service and
training courses. The companies spe-
cialising in Turf Culture Supplies had
increased considerably in number
and research on grass cultivars was
increasing. New developments in fer-
tilisers, fungicides and compost
manufacture were being introduced.

Education in the form of lectures
carried on during the winter months,
and a wide range of subjects were cov-
ered. Among others, I gave talks
usually illustrated, for many years to
various sections of the Scottish
Greenkeepers Association and the
Northern section of the BIGGA,
those were in the main well attend-
ed by 20 to 50 greenkeepers at a time.

In conclusion, I would like to say
that there cannot be many profes-
sions which in a 100 years has had
so many ups and downs, especially
when one considers how difficult it
has been to build up an organisation
or provide opportunities for educa-
tion.

The system of green committees
has never seemed a good one to me.

These committees with honourable
exceptions have often consisted of
people who knew little or nothing
about greenkeeping, and had no wish
to learn. But then the general public
would subscribe to the view, “every-
one knows how easy it is to grow
ass”.

I hope this rather rambling letter is
of some use to you, and if I can be
of any further help, please do not hes-
itate to get in touch with me.

Meantime, all good wishes for
Christmas and the New Year.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,
lan Forbes

Exhibiting at SALTEX’99 on Stand H35

% The Dunlop All Weather
Mat System

% The new Circular
All Weather Mat

% GM Flooring for all
weather tees, pathways,
patios, spike bars and
changing rooms

ALSO PRESENTING

GM CLASSIC
COURSE
FURNITURE

Includes a range of log
furniture, tee markers,
benches, seed boxes
and litter bins

[

GM UK Ltd

42 Hillsview Road, Southport, Merseyside, PR8 3PN
Tel: 01704 571271 Fax: 01704 571272
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*  Terralift 2000

has been designed

to meet more

exacting demands

in aeration.

£y

WsOILCARE

BENEFITS

M Relieves compaction
panning and water-
logging problems to
1 metre depth

Improves aeration
& injects slow
release nutrients
to the root zone

B Uses the new
mycorrhizal injection

Eco-friendly
Nationwide operation

C & P SOILCARE LIMITED

Unit 3 Bush Farm . Nedging . Ipswich . Suffolk . IP7 7BL
Tel/Fax: 01449 741012 . Email: soilcare@agripro.co.uk

9 394 PY


mailto:soilcare@agripro.co.uk
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e SIPRRRANON OF CHSTIG WORE,

Same Mildothane. New twist

Now Mildothane Turf Liquid has a brand new approval for use against casting worms.
« Selectively suppresses casting worms, leaving many non-casting species unharmed }

» Incredibly economical with its application rate of 7.5L/ha

e-Poulenc Amenity, FYTTe
DOTHANE® TURF LIQUID. CO!
TERED TRADEMARK OF RHO
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MYCORRHIZAL ATTACKER
SEED COAT AND

In natural environments, grasses are colonised by a I I Ac KE n PVT

group of symbiotic fungi called mycorrhiza. These
beneficial fungi penetrate the grass roots and their
own ‘roots’ or hyphae extend out into the surround-
ing soil searching for nutrients and water. This

effectively extends the grass roots network and allows : J
a much greater surface area for nutrient and water Help your grass to fight disease with a safe

uptake (up to 1000% increase). The fungi also physi- non-toxic liquid derived from plant extracts.

cally coat the grass roots protecting them from root ; itive 4 g
diseases such as Take-All Patch, Rhizoctonia and Attacker has a unique positive 4-way action

Pithium. to help grass plants fight off fusarium and

other fungal pathogens.
In sports turf, mycorrhiza fungi populations are very

low or non-existent due to sterile rootzones, pesticide
use and modern seed and sod production methods.

The result is a weakened sward which suffers more NATURAL 4-WAY ACTION
from drought stress, nutrient leaching and disease
and is quickly dominated by Poa annua which relies When any disease appears which damages
less on mycorrhiza for it’s survival in sportsturf envi- n the plant the vitamins in Attacker help the
ronments than perennial grasses such as Bent, Fescue plant produce Phytoalexins the plants natural
and Rye. defence mechanism to fight against infection

Symbio Mycorrhiza Seed Coat contains live spores of dfidigisenss.

several species of beneficial VA endomycorrhizal
fungi, growth promoting bacteria and organic soil
nutrients. Mixed with seed, mycorrhizal colonisation
of the new seedling occurs upon germination which

improves establishment of fine grasses, root growth, The fruit acids temporarily lower the pH to a
afid suess recovery of the turt. B level inhospitable to fusarium.

5 . ; - ] growth in plants
@ Introduces specific beneficial Mycorrhiza fungi and bacteria.

@ Improves establishment of fine grass seed in new and old
greens.

® Reduces amount of Poa annua in the sward over time. :
@ Reduced fertiliser and fungicide input over time. ' BENEFITS

@ Accelerates recovery from disease and protects against root
diseases.

@ Increases plant tolerance to drought, compaction and stress
conditions.

reducing the damp conditions ideal for winter
diseases.

E The yucca wetting agent helps remove dew

Helps the grass fight off diseases

@ Attacker PVT can be used as a preventative mea-
sure by monthly application

GRA$ ROOTS @ Attacker is applied at the first sign of disease
@ 100% organic naturally derived from fruit extracts

TRADING COMPANY LTD — that can be applied by anyone
HOGWOOD LANE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, @ Selective, it only helps the plant defend itself
FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE RG40 4RF against fungi that damage the plant when &;“‘

Tel: 0118 9736600 ANoD used at recommended dosage levels
Fax: 0118 9736677

E-mail: sales@grassroots1.demon.co.uk
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Stella Inglethorpe gives the low down on how modern
micro-biology can aid golf course maintenance...

Microbes, biostimulants,
antagonists, mycorrhiza -

the greenkeeping world has
definitely gone mad! On a recent
course visit to a club which shall
remain nameless, I was told in no
uncertain terms that if I was going to talk
about microbes I could leave now! And I
sympathise totally! Just as wetting agents were
all the rage a few years back, all of a sudden it’s
‘biologicals’ that are BIG news. A confusing array
of products has flooded the market, many claiming to

be all singing, all dancing, would probably even make you a cup of tea!
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Unsurprisingly, this has led to a lot
of sceptiscism and wariness about
these type of products which is a great
shame as given the right advice, tech-
nical support and analysis, they can
and will work very effectively!

The Hard Truth

The fact of the matter is - there is
no miracle cure to all your problems
(except perhaps a very thick skin and
a huge budget!). Good cultural prac-
tices are even more vital in this day
and age with expectations of 365
days of golf a year, averaging over
30,000 rounds. With golf clubs
springing out of the woodwork left,
right and centre the government are
looking to bring us into line with the
rest ()IJﬂ Europe with a Pesticide Tax.
Use of pesticides on amenity land is
already being taxed in Denmark and
Sweden with Spain, France, ltaly,
Belgium and the Netherlands look-
ing to follow suit in the near future.

Production of carbendazim, the last
remaining worm control (and a fungi-
cide) is to cease at the end of the year
and MAFF are looking carefully at
other chemicals on the market. So
greenkeepers are being forced to con-
sider alternatives rather than relying
solely on chemical control, which is
where biological products play an
important part. However there is a
feeling of fear of change - the biolog-
ical concept is relatively new to the
sports turf industry and so there is
still a lack of understanding as to
what and how to use them...

Microbes Make the World
Go Round
Biotechnology really doesn’t have

| Research has shown that there are only
about 1% of the number of microbes in a
typical golf green compared to what you ___ ___
would expect to find in unmanaged turf J" ‘ l""

to be rocket science - it’s all about
harnessing Mother Nature to work in
your favour. And let’s face it, if you
are being asked to produce Augusta
every day all year round with golfers
coming out of your ears, you need to
use all the weapons in your armoury!
It has been common practice to use
physical (mechanical eg aeration)
and chemical (eg fertiliser, wetting
agent and fungicide) methods but the
biological approach is an often over-
looked, but extremely important part
of successful turf management - the
final picce to the jigsaw puzzle.

Microbes (that inclchs bacteria
and fungi) literally make the world
g0 around... they are responsible for
nutrient cycling and degrading waste
and just as importantly making beer!
We have used them for years in oth-
er industries, for example sewage
plants rely on them for degrading
organic waste. The  Forestry
Commission has used mycorrhiza
fungi for many years to improve tree
establishment on poor sites and in
horticulture/agriculture, fungi have
been used as agents to control aphids
in greenhouses and maggots in fruit
orchards.

Microbes in the Sports Turf
Environment

It is a common misconception that
microbes are solely for disease sup-
pression in  sportsturf.  Their
importance to healthy grass growth
is several fold - eg assisting with nutri-
ent and water uptake, producing
plant growth hormones, increasing
root growth besides producing antibi-
otics against common turf diseases
such as Fusarium (Microdochium

y »

A

nivale) and  Take-All  Patch
(Gaemannomyces graminis). Have
you ever put a slow release fertiliser
on a new sand green and been dis-
appointed with the response? This is
often due to the lack of microbes
which are responsible for converting
your fertiliser into a usable form that
the grass plant can take up (mainly
ammonia and nitrate).

The results of a trial conducted on
a USGA spec turf nursery at a golf
club in Hertfordshire show that the
areas treated with a cocktail of 14
bacteria and six fungi had signifi-
cantly longer root growth compared
to the untreated controls.

Research has shown that there are
only about 1% of the number of
microbes in a typical golf green com-
pared to what you wnul(ﬂxpccl ()
find in unmanaged turf. This is due
to several reasons - past and present
use of chemicals, sterile root zone
material, low organic matter, com-
paction, etc, etc.

Turf health and resilience to wear
and tear can be improved by boost-
ing the level of beneficial microbes in
the root zone. There are two options
available to you:- Feed your existing
microbes and/or inoculate the soi}i
with specific species that are known
to be beneficial to plant health.

The problem witL the first option
alone is that you may not have a lot
of microbes in the soil to work with.
Secondly, microbial feeds  (also
known as biostimulants) are not spe-
cific to feeding the beneficial
microbes and can provide a food
source for whatever is sitting in the
soil. Therefore timing is crucial to
their success. Inoculating the soil




with specific microbes can be very
effective, particularly when com-
bined with the right microbial
nutrition but the success of any bio-
logical approach requires integrated
management.

It is very easy to dismiss ‘biologi-
cals’ as unsuccessful on your course,
if the other management practices are
not modified to get the best from
them - they need to be given a fair
trial. After all, you can hardly expect
the poor buggers to thrive in'a heavy
soil green which spends most of its
time waterlogged, little aeration and
is suffering from chemical toxicity in
the form of iron and sulphur based
fertiliser, wetting agents and fungi-
cides!

The KISS Principle

Personally, I firmly believe in the
KISS (Keep it Simlilc. Silly) princi-
ple! T would advise the following
guidelines to integrate microbial
management successfully into your
programme:- '

1) Go Back to Basics

It is very difficult to monitor the
success of any product if you are using
a large number of different things.
Generally staff and time are in short
supply in the summer months to even
keep on top of the grass growth, let
alone do anything else. Therefore,
simplify your programme to make
time management easier (something
that I'm pretty bad at, as those that
know me can testify!) I would advo-
cate that if you don’t have time for
anything else, keep up a good aera-
tion programme, particularly on
thatchy, heavy soil greens. Winter

aeration is fine for keeping the water
moving through the profile and
relieving compaction, however, it will
do little to improve your thatch lev-
els as there isn't sufficient
temperatures for the microbes
responsible for degrading this organ-
ic matter to work very rapidly.

In summer, the soil temperatures
are right but the golfers moan like hell
about having holes in their greens -
they think you've got a personal
vendetta against them! ("Why do we
have to have it when Joe Bloggs down
the road hasn’t?) This is where inte-
grating ‘biologicals’  into your
programme can help - in the form of
thatch-degrading microbes. You
won't be able to reduce the amount
of aeration you do - in fact the more
the better ‘as these microbes will
degrade thatch 10x faster with air
than without it. What you can do is
perhaps swap a hollow-tining (which
distresses the golfers no end and only
removes 5% of the thatch, generally
leaving an uneven surface!) in favour
of regular pencil-tining/ sarrell rolling.

2. Know what you are
working with

This applies to knowing your turf
environment but also knowing what’s
in the products so you can choose the
right combination for the job.
Identify the problems to target e.g.
excessive disease, thatch and
drainage problems or conversely
overly free-draining causing problems
with leaching of nutrients and dry-
ing out. Treat the Causes not the
Symptoms. Use technology to your
advantage to help take some of the
guesswork out of turf management.

message
to those still
using Pesticides
to control Turf
Diseases

The use of chemicals on intensively managed turf can
lead to a biological imbalance, opening the sward to
repeated attack by disease.

BIOT, PESTICIDES
o |

Boosts natural Long term use may I
antagonists in soil J/ | affect non target microflora

_ | Difficult and hazardous

Y |touse

Difficult to dispose
of ¢

Safe & easy to use

No container or
disposal problems

No need for ’
protective clothing J

Forms part of the
natural cycle W |st

Biotal's “Restore the Balance” programme
reintroduces the correct microbes to the soil profile,
promoting quality turf through healthier rootzones
and enhanced nutrient utilisation.

Reduce your dependence on expensive
hazardous chemical treatments and rebalance
your soil profile, naturally.

Tel: 02920 747 414

t regulations

The most natural way to prevent disease build up
is to balance cultural and physical methods with a
biological approach.

!QlBl!OT\AILi

Feed, Boost and Balance your turf with Biotal
Environmental Solutions for the Amenity Market.

Biotal Limited, 5 Chiltern Close, Cardiff CF4 5DL.
Tel: 02920 747414 Fax: 02920 747140 e-mail: bip @biotal.co.uk
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For instance, regular soil and tissue
analysis will help pinpoint which
nutrients are being leached  more
quickly are too high and what is actu-
ally being taken up into the plant
from the soil. This kind of informa-
tion enables vou to tailor your grasses
nutrient rcqﬁimncnl.s more precisely
and can pre-empt diseases such as
Anthracnose (encour: u,ul by nitro-
gen/potassium  deficiency)  and
Fusarium (u\unn.md by excess
nutrient creating ‘soft’ growth.)
Choosing the right product for the
task is probably the hardest part to

Adding microbes to new greens can
be a very effective way of avoiding
the initial problems experienced such
as high leaching and Take-All Patch.
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do as it requires knowledge of what
exactly is ina product and good
advice. For instance to get the best
fertiliser for any particular conditions
vou will need to know the form of
the nutrients as well as the NPK
analysis. If a soil is suffering from
anaerobic conditions, avoid fertiliser
containing sulphur and iron which
are the main components of black
laver. Similarly, complex slow-release
fertilisers — or  organic  products
(derived from animal or plant e.g.

hoof and hor, scaweed) will be of

no benefic cither as both require
microbial activity and oxygen to
breakdown and therefore llu\ tend

Using a single species is like putting all
your eggs in one basket- if it likes the
conditions in your greens then great but ,»,_1

if not then it's money down the drain.

to use up the available oxygen in the
soil and make matters worse.

Similarly, it is important to choose
the right ‘biological product for the
job and use it to it’s best advantage.
With a microbial inoculant, you need
to know what microbes are in it and
what they do. Will they survive in
your conditions eg. pH, high sand
content, etc. Ihcn‘ IS no one spcuc
of bacteria or fungi that can do every-
thing! They work in conjunction with
one another, for example it takes sev-
eral different species to fully degrade
organic matter into its component
parts. Using a single species is like
putting all your eggs in one basket-
if it likes the conditions in your greens
then great but if not then it’s money
down the drain.

Once applied, are the microbes sur-
viving? Brand new sand greens are
extremely hostile environments for a
soil microbe. They are generally low
in organic matter which is their food
source, moisture levels can vary dra-
matically and sand grains don’t make
very good sites to attach to. Adding
microbes to new greens can be a very
effective way of avoiding the initial
noblems experienced such as high
caching  and  Take-All - Patch.
However, the above problems must
be addressed to get success- using a
liquid formulation of microbes alone
will have a very short life-span in the
root zone if other factors are not con-
sidered.

In old soil greens, introduced
microbes have different problems to
face - poor drainage and insufficient
air are very common. Although they
can survive these conditions, their
activity is much reduced. Old soil
greens also have their own resident

population of microbes (not neces-
sarily very useful ones!) which will
mmpclc with the newcomers and
again the success of the introduced
species will depend on their suitabil-
ity to your particular environment.
Symbio biofixed have overcome these
problems to a great extent as the
microbes are freeze-dried into a zeo-
lite (a porous mineral carrier) which
acts as a survival suit, protecting
them from chemicals and giving them
a competitive edge. In fact, you can
pass bleach solution across them
without wiping them out!

With my pearls of wisdom, I've
managed  to make greenkeeping
sound casy! (Well according to
volfers, greenkeepers only cut the
grass, right?) When | have all the
answers, I'll be advising from the
decks of my vacht \‘IIIIIIL' somewhere
in the Caribbean!

Stella Inglethorpe BSc(Hons),
Grass Roots Trading Co.



ECO- charge
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Maxicrop Internatlonal Ltd., Weldon Road, Corby, Northants, NN17 5US, UK Tel: 01536 402182 Fax: 01536 zoazsa

ECO- charge is available in the UK exclusively from Righy Taylor Ltd.
Freephone: 0800 424919
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Ad Ref 514

EXPERTS RECOMMEND REGULAR LIGHT DRESSINGS
OF GREENS, TEES AND FAIRWAYS

ULTRA PLANT HAVE THE MACHINES TO DO IT

UB30S

Spinner Top Dresser.
Spreads to 5 metres.
Ideal for regular light
dressings of Greens

| -:":g'é and Tees.

40
Highlift Trailer.
For loading top dressers,
gravel/sand hoppers,
bunkers, etc.

UB50 UB60S

Precision Spreader. Spinner/Loader
Truck mounted or trac- Fairway Dresser.
tor towed for greens The ultimate dual

purpose machine.
Spreads to 11
metres. For loading
top dressers etc.

and tees. Lo

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:

TEL: 01868 747582 ULTRA PLANT

FAX: 01868 746387

A newly formed joint
venture company
specialising in the sales

Benefit from
an extensive distribution system amms

and marketing of e
Pro-Sport and Topsport technical support
leading names in the o msv
sports, leisure and
horticultural industries. specialist advice
Prestige Sports Surfaces
bring you top quality central sales office : m.mﬂ]
products for use in the m-rmm
construction and maintenance
of your sports surfaces, Tel: 01298 213 740 Y,
keeping them in tip-top condition; Fax: 01298 213 677
particularly golf courses, where TOP
optimal playing surface
——nf is required. your one shot contact DRESSINGS

(RIS =Ly

! Prestige Sports Surfaces Ltd s W S
. =N

60 Greenkeeper International September 1999



BE FIRST IN THE

BTME2000 - The Millennium Learning
Experience! - It's just around the cormer!

Same place, Harrogate Intermational
Centre. Same time, 19 to 21 January
2000. Same faces. Interesting speakers
Showstopping entertainment and a
showcase of new and improved exhibits

The National Education Conference will
kick start the week of events on January
17. Next will be the BTME Exhibition, with
The Learning Experience Educational
Seminar Programme, which both begin
on Wednesday, January 19

The show provides the opportunity to
catch up on all of the events of the past
year and highlights new and exciting
products about to be launched. All of
which being quite appropriate, seeing as
though the theme for the 2000 show is
‘Past, Present and Future.”

1. What is the number of the
BIGGA stand at BTME20002

2. What is the theme of “The
Learning Experience” in 20002

First Prize: Return rail travel from anywhere in the UK
plus three nights accommodation at @ top hotel in
Harrogate with entry into the exhibition and all the
Second prize: Return rail trovel from anywhere in the
Y UK plus two nights accommodation at a fop hotef in
‘9-21 JAN UAR 2000 Harrogate with entry info the exhibifion and all the
’ education seminar sessions.
EDUCATION PROGRAMME STARTS JANUARY 17 Thied e onis v el Hors copiima B e

HARROGA' HARROGA' plus one nights accommodation at @ fop hotel in
TE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE, TE, ENGLAND fla ot e .

education seminar sessions.

BTME VISITOR HOTLINE 01347 833833 BTME EXHIBITOR HOTLINE 01347 833800
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HALL A
A1-A2 Gambetti-Barre
A3-A4 Tower Chemicals
A5 Ocmis Irrigation (UK) Ltd
A6 Allett Mowers
A7 Alginure Products
A8 Amenity Land Services
A9 PSD Agronomy
A10 Grundfos Pumps Ltd
Al1 Totrax
A12 Countax
A13 Kubota (UK) Lid
A14 Turfmech
A15 Farmura (Environmental
A16 Johnsons Seeds
A18 Even Products
A19 Eagle Promotions
A20 Barenbrug

A21 Simon Tullett Machinery
A22 Allen Power Equipment
A23 Textron

24 Rolown (Turf Growers) Ltd

ol

A25 Wiedenmann Ltd
A26 Wiedenmann Lid
A27 Supaturf Products
A29 Risboro Turf

A30 Aitkens

A31 Inturf Ltd

A32 Vitax Lid

A33 Lewis Equipment

A34 Boyd Golf Course Associate

A35 Kubota (UK) Ltd

HALL B

B1 Tacit

B2 Rufford Top Dressing
B3 Flowtronex PSI

B4 Scotts UK

B5 Lindum Seeded Turf
Bé Avoncrop Amenity
B7 York & Martin

B9 Thorpe Trees
B10 Green Tech

B11 Trelleborg
B12 Talbot
B13 Major Equipment Ltd
B14 Gannon Oils
B15 LBS Amenity
B16
B17
B18 Soxon Industries
B19 Symbio
B20 Whitemoss Amenity
B21 Garfitts
B22-B23 Kawasaki
B24 Logic Irrigation
B25 Irrigation Control
B26 Golf Sign Company
B28 Better Methods Europe
B29 Lloyds & Co Letchworth
B30 Standard Golf
31 Bernhard & Co
B31a Groundsman Industries

B32 Charterhouse Turf
Machinery Ltd

B33 The Scotts Company

B35 Toro Commercial Products
B36 Toro Irrigation Limited
B38 Amazone

B39 Par 4 Irrigation Lid

B40 Bowcom Ltd

HALL C

C1 Swan Plant Services
C2 Verde Sports

C3-4 Advanta Seeds

C5 IPU Groundscare Ltd
Cé Caprari Pumps

C7 MJ Abbott

C8 Olivers Seeds Ltd

C9 White Horse Contractors
Cci10

C11 Eric Hunter Grinders
C12 Links Leisure

C13 Green Releaf

C14 Maxxis International

C15 Golf Business Comms

C16 Tildenet
C17 Coursecare
C18 Banks Amenity

C20 Mitchells Hydraulics (UK)
Direct

C21 ID Greasley Ltd

C22 Hayter

C23 Form & Garden Machinery Lid
C24 Dennis

C25 Yamaha

C26 Maxicrop International Ltd
C27 Hydroscape Group Ltd
C28 Humate International
C29-30 Clubcar plc

C31 Tonick Watering

C32 John Deere Lid

C33 John Deere Lid

C34 Blec Ltd

C35 DW Tomlin

C36 Boughton Loam

C37 Tarmac

C38 New Holland UK Lid



KING’S SUITE
B A

C40 Marlwood

C41 Hayter Lid

C42 H Pattisson & Co
C43 Etesio UK Ltd
C44 Spraytech

HALL Q

Q1 Hardi

Q2 Rhone Poulenc

Q3 Silent Auction Site

Q5 Sisis

Q15 Greenlink International
Q16 Amenity Technology
Q19 Greenkeeping Supply Co
Q20 British Seed Houses
Q21 Ryetec

Q23 BAGCC

Q24 Envigro

Q25 Headland Amenity
Q26 Ausa UK

Q27 Richard Campey

Q28 Nickerson UK

Q29 Rigby Taylor

Q33 Weedfree

Q34

Q35

Q36 Bowley Hinton Associates
Q38 Eamonn Wall
Q39 Ultra Plant

Q40 TT Pro Turf

Q41 Hallmarket

Q42 Heron Electric
Q43 ET Breakwell Ltd
Q44 HMG Partnership
Q45 Seating

Q46/47 Coffee Bar
Q48

Q49

Q50

Q51 Vitagrow

Q52 PBI Professional Products
Q53 Golf Course News
Q54 Angus Horticulture
Q55 Sovereign Turf

o
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Q56

Q57 Arden Lea lrrigation
Q58

Q59 Windlesham Court Nursery
Q61 Gem Professional
Qb4

Q65

Q66

Q67

Q68 Hydro-Agri

Q69 Rainbird

Q70

Q71 Blount UK

Q73

Q74 Border Golf

Q75 Assoc GC Secretaries/
Golf Club Management

Q76 GCSAA

Q77

Q78

Q80 Softspikes UK
Q81

PR

Q82

Q83 Envirofactors

Q84 LS Systems

Q85 Samaa International
Q86

Q87 Clubhouse

Q89 Par Aide UK

Q92

Q93 Myerscough College
Q95 Askham Bryan College
Q96 Hadlow College

Q97

Q98

Q99 Reaseheath College
Q100 Cannington College
Q102 Elmwood College
Q104 Catering

Q108 Catering/Seating
Q110 KSM Safer Surface Tiles
Q111 BIGGA North

Q112 North Staffs Irrigation
Q113 Tracmaster Ltd

Q114 Fife Silica Sands Ltd
Q116 County Crops
Q119 STRI

Q120

Q121 BIGGA

Q124

Q125

Q128

Q129

Q130 Stylo Matchmaker
Q131 Epani

Q132 GTC

Q133&134 British Inst. GC
Architects

Q135 European Turfgrass
Laboratories

Q136 Bioseed
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The most cost effective way of reaching readers of
Greenkeeper International. Just call Cheryl Broomhead
or Diane Bray on 01347 833800 and ask about an
alphabetical category listing; the cost starts from as
little as £29.50 per month.

O

NUMBERS

Here's your
chance to
win £50!

Simply look through all the
products and services in our
guide and name the compa-
nies which the

following telephone
numbers refer to;

a. 0191 384 2559
b. 01302 888676
c. 01767 317011

Write down your three
answers on a postcard and
send your entries to:-

Know Your Numbers,
Greenkeeper International,
BIGGA HOUSE,

Aldwark, Alne,

York YO61 1UF

Entries to reach us no later
than Wednesday,
September 15, 1999. The
first correct entry drawn
will receive a cheque for
£50!

The judges decision is final.
No correspondence will be
entered into.

This competition is not open
to BIGGA staff or non-
members.

Last month, lan Noble of
Moors Valley Country Park,
certainly knew his numbers
when he correctly identified
all three telephone
numbers.

Our congratulations and a
cheque for £50 are on
their way to you!

YOUR
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Advisory Services

SHOULDN'T YOU BE TALKING TO THE STRI?

STRI OFFERS A RANGE OF SERVICES WITH
INDEPENDENT ADVICE FOR YOUR GOLF COURSE

ALL SUPPORTED BY OVER 65 YEARS OF TURFGRASS
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

@ Golf Course management and maintenance

® Construction and drainage

THERE IS AN STRI ADVISOR NEAR YOU
FOR FULL DETAILS CONTACT

PENNY MORRISROF
STRI

ST IVES ESTATE
BINGLEY

WEST YORKSHIRE
BDI6 1AL

TEL: 01274 565131
FAX: 01274 561891
E-Mail: info@stri.co.uk
Website: www.stri.co.uk

AW GOLF SERVICES

. Establishment of New Courses
Golf Course Maintenance
. Machinery Appraisal

. Temporary qualified staff
pplied for major wp

. Competitive rates tailored to
individual needs.

Contact A. Walker,

24 Parc-Y-Ffordd, Carmarthen SA31 3HD

Tel: 01267 233173

KEITH DRIVER

(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)

HYDROJECT AERATION,, S,
AND CHEMICAL %
INJECTION SERVICE qg’gﬁ;g i
ST

(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE)

A full range of expertly operated turfcare services also available

Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile: 0958 532008

8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL

oS
W SOILCARE

Aerating or root feed
required?

Problem Solved!

Terralift - aerates and root feeds
turf & trees to 1 metre

Deep Drill improves root growth
down to 10" by drilling holes,
leaving an unmarred surface.

C & P SOILCARE LTD - Unit 3 Bush Farm * Nedging
Ipswich + Suffolk - IP7 7BL - Tel/Fax: 01449 741012

B Jamieson
Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an
established company offering expert advice on

@ Golf Course maintenance

@ Tournament preparation & presentation

@ Machinery selection

@ Budgeting

@ Staff recruitment

@ Soil & turf analysis

@ Establishment of new golf courses
Contact: Bruce Jamieson
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants
RG27 8UA Telephone: 01252 844847

Amenity Spraying

Vertidraining 4+ Aeriation 4 Seeding

4+ Fertilising 4 Top dressing
+ Contact Spraying + All leading
brands of seeds, fertilisers & chemicals

3 Amenity Land Services Ltd
2 Long Lane, Wellington
Telford TF6 6HA

Contact: Ivan Toon, Jonathon Carr, Duncan Burton
Tel: (01952) 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369

FRC TN

e Advice « Application ¢
Supply ¢ Training

DRIFT FREE Contract Spraying
utilising our purpose built machine

The SPRAYING MANTIS
Freephone: 0800 068 08 78

Fax: 07000 481022
Car: 0850 300104

Unit 14, Roundshead Drive, Warfield, Berkshire RG42 3RZ
WEED FREE is a Registered Trade Mark

o A ———_ o &
Gabbotts Farm Barn',—i
Bury Lane, Withnell,

Chorley, Lancashire
PR6 8SW

5
Tel: 01254 831666 {
¢

VERDE

SPORTS D
LIMITED [ .

¢ VERDE TEE FRAME

Steel platform, woven grass top

$.
1
!
¢ VERDE WINTER TEE l
H
1\

Fax: 01254 831066

Generous size. self-install kit

3 s ——

¢ VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices
o ARTIFICIAL GRASSES

¢ DRIVING BAYS AND NETS r‘

For club and home use

Available through most reputable ¥
course equipment suppliers

. e e ey .

Please call for samples & information ‘

e R SRS - ———

& P[]

EPIC ALL WEATHER SURFACES

' EPIC DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT
I DFL GREENKEEPING SUPPLIES
DFL GOLF COURSE FURNITURE

DRIVING FORCE LEISURE EUROPE LTD.
TEL: 01795 427333 FAX: 01795 425222

Bio-technology for Turf

Thinking about a
biological programme?

First ask a biologist

Contact Stella Inglethorpe BSc.
or Janet Graystone BSc

Tel: 01372 456101

How well do
you ‘Know Your
Numbers'?

PR

/ DRILLING SERVICES
Craigie, Kilmarnock KA1 5NB

WELL DRILLERS

Specialist in water wells for irrigation.
Divining service available. Installation and
commissioning of submersible pumps.
We supply the full package nationwide.

Tel: 01563 860241
Fax: 01563 860212

A member of the British Drilling Association

KEEPER'S
CE

Secure sectional steel bulldings in various sizes
@® Machinery & equipment storage
@ Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage
©® Workshops @ Tool sheds
@ Trolley stores
@ Temporary fencing & secure
enclosures

For FREE design service, quotation

brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW

oS 0121 561 5656 (24hrs)

Garratts Lane, Cradley Heath, West Midlands, B64 5SR
Fax: 0121 559 0505




Greenkeepers’ Stores
Driving Ranges
Club Houses

# Machinery Storage

4 Maintenance Workshops

# Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage

+ Offices and Staff Mess Rooms
FREE initial designs and costings

lﬁl Ilvan J Cooper Ltd

Steel Framed Buildings
Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET

Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662

SLEATH & SON

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE
Full range of modemn iding

ire Services

UK and European urvlc;
Contact Geoff Sleath
Tel/Fax: 01709 862075

Mobile: 0976 751742

LAND UNIT

CONSTRUCTION

Hanslope, Milton Keynes MK19 7BX.
Tel: 01908 510414 Fax: 01908 511056

Bunker Rakes

MEMBERS BUNKER RAKES
FROM ONLY £2.54 EACH
Strong construction complete with
replaceable threaded handle

12 for £2.99 each TN
50 for £2.69 each CHAIRMHE%'%&PEE%
100 for £2.54 each EUEIEEIEI
Prices are for complete rakes
delivered free
Rake support pegs 70p each
Made in UK by MW Dyason Ltd,
6/10 Hitchmead Road,
Biggleswade, SG18 ONH.
Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186

| Construction ___
J&E ELY

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Reading, Berks
Tel/Fax: 0118 9722257

E-mail: ely@btinternet.com

& @

A0 28 PUMP LANI
Artington ;opnpean
— WATERLOOVILLE
HAMPSHIRE

POS 9TS ENGLAND
I'/F: (01705) 592390
or Contact Ted Awcock on 0410 450454
Update Your Existing Course By
TEE EXTENSIONS
GREEN RE-MODELLING
BUNKER ALTERATIONS
DRAINAGE
150 NEW COURSE CONSTRUCTION

CONTOUR
GOLF-LIMITED

Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses

Tel: 01327 879464
Mobile: 0385 272935
Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry,
Northants NN11 4QS
Irish Office: 026 471 83

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Woodlands, Ellis Road, Boxted,
Colchester, Essex CO4 5RN
Tel: (01206) 272834 Fax: (01206) 272104

Specialists
in Golf
Course

Construction

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
“Ashfield House" » 1154 Melton Road
Syston «Leicester « LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766
Mobile: 0836 553899

BAGCC,
= Fax: 0116 269 6866

GLM Turfcare

For soil amelioration and
compaction relief to 55cm depth

Contact James Gibson

Tel: 01694 723815
Fax: 01694 724186

J. PUGH-LEWIS LTD

SPORTSTURF CONTRACTORS
We operate a full range of specialist
drainage machinery and have over
25 years experience.

pipe drainage - gravel banding
sand slitting - vertidraining
overseeding

CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE

Tel: 01773 872362
Fax: 01773 874783

White Horse Contractors
Limited

O

o

* Construction
* Renovation
* Drainage
* Irrigation

Tel: 01865 736 272

Fax: 01865 326 176
Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD

(Turfdry sy

Golf Course Drainage
Specialists

For fast and friendly UK
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 0836 259133

ABBOTT

CimiTew

Specialists in land drainage,
golf course construction and
maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 S5EB
Tel: 01722 716361 » Fax: 01722 716828

Drainage.

Sand Slitting.

v
o
= Vertidraining.

Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

Golf Course Supplies

gt ’}_oas”sa Drainagt

Limited

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

* Latest Sportsturf trenching machine
* Verti Draining % Sand Slitting * Overseeding
* Gravel Banding * Top dressing

PARKER

TRENCHING HIRE

TRENCHERS * PLOUGHS
ROCKWHEELS

NAL HIRE
TEL: (01554) 778666

¥ —

Wate>gide

v'r;.gat'ba\r\

The most professional Design, Supply and
installation service in the North.
Trained in Golf Course management, with real

Design, installation and maintainence service

Tel/Fax: 01257 255321
Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lance

Tailor made

Liquids, solubles & granular.
Based on Soil & Tissue analysis

Call for 2 quote on

01372 456101

M.C. & M.A.
RGEAY  STEWART
s> (HAULAGE) LTD

A family business established 1969
BS EN IS0 9002: 1992 Registered Company

GRAVEL, SAND, SOIL,
ROOT ZONE, TOP DRESSING,
WOOD BARK, TRACK MATERIAL

The independent supplier with the wide product range
For professional service nationwide contact Rachael

Tel: 01257 792536/792692  Mobile: 0973 426890

Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull,

ige of irrig and Golf Course needs.
Effortless irrig with mi

Call now on: 01405 814889
Mobile: 0421 578828

Lou'lL be amazed where we ?,OP up!

e

Design, Manufacture,
Supply, Installation
& Service.

Ocmis specialise in Irrigation
Systems for Golf Courses,
Sportsgrounds, Recreational,
Amenity & Landscape Areas.
For further information contact:
HEAD OFFICE SCOTTISH OFFICE

241939 2202102

IRRIGATION

Chorley, Lancashire PR7 SHS

@ Range includes yardage
GL N ectional

ra

sde
on, club name &

Finished in a range of
colours

LINKS LEISURE -

THE OLD COURSE

Hole Across
8 MTRS  PAR

221 <,

Links Leisure Limited
Unit 22, Civic Industrial Park
Whitchurch Shropshire SY13 11T
Tel. 01948 663002 Fax 01948 666381

Cameron

Suppliers of Imigation Equipment fo Golf Courses,
Bowling Greens, Lendscapes, Horticulture.
. of lmgation

* Existing systems renovaied and upgraded
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

Call now for your imgation needs

Cameron (_Macpenny )

Unit 17-18, Hightown Ind Est, Ringwood, Hants BH24 IND
Tel: 01425 474614 Fooc 01425 471296

An independant Company

Design, Supply,
Installation,
Service & Sales
L Derbyshire,
, and Lei i

EB & L Simms
Unit 18, Camp Hill CLose, Dallamire Lane,
Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1TT
Tel: 01765 602175/690598 Fax: 01765 603488
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Ad Ref 73

Satisfied customers:

“Every forward thinking golf club should have a Juno
in their workshop, a truly excellent machine”
Mr Mark Jones, Head Greenkeeper, Preston Golf Club

“Hunter’s relief grinding is far superior to anything |
have ever seen, each blade cuts true, the savings are
substantial and the cost is minimal”

Mr Roger Shaw, Course Manager, Ramside Hall Golf &
Country Club, County Durham

“Our bottom blades are now lasting between 2-3 times
longer than when we were spin ginding” Mr Philip
Baldock, Course Manager, Ganton Golf Club, North Yorks

“A quality machine that gives a superb finish to our

cylinders, and saves money” Mr Derek Green, Head
Greenkeeper, Royal Liverpool Golf Club

Cut service costs!

Improve cutting standards!

)
ARy

Juno 36” capacity cylinder and
blade grinding machine. Accurate
grinding’, full ‘in-situ’ capability &
cooled. Cost effective, simple and fast!

Jupiter 42” capacity cylinder and bottom
blade grinding machine. Totally automated,
‘in-situ’, and water cooled as standard. A truly
‘precision’ grinder, built to last half a century.

Reduce wasted downtime!

® Both machines will grind both cylinder AND bottom blade
® Both have water coolant - no heat, no dust!

@ Both guaranteed to grind cylinders parallel!

@ Both will accurately ‘relief’ grind!

@® Both will ‘in-situ’ grind!

¢ Existing customers Cavendish GC Harleyford GC Mold GC Reykjavk GC (iceland) Slaley Hall G+CC Glen Isla GC Richmond GC
(=] Canw Harpenden GC Maonifieth GC Rochford Spa GC Guliana GC Ringway GC
.= Allen Park GC Hatrow School GC Mount Murray GC (IOM) Rowlands Castie GC Stockiey Park GC Henley GC Rochdale GC
Arkley GC 3 Hayling GC Muirtield (Gullane) GC Rother GC South Moor GC Heswell GC Sennelager GC
e Clandeboye GC Helldon Lakes G+CC GG Sh Horseley Lodge GC (Germany)
Clitheroe GC o Hever G+CC Huddersfield (Fixby) Silloth-on-Solway GC
Colingtree Park GC Hirsel GC o nyard Club GC St Mellion GC
= Cottesmore G +CC Huyton & Prescot GC Yoewl GC The Island GC (Dublin)  Westhill GC
Crompton & Royton GG Inverutie GC North Foreland GC Foyal Domach GC Tehidy Park GC John O'Gaunt GC West Meon G+CC
s By u3 Kekicaldy GG Oake Manor GG Roy L ivetpool Joliord G4+ CC New customers Kirby Moarside GC Whitehill GC
o Deutsche Goll Gmbh Leasowe GC Ol Head Golt Links The Royal Malta GC Templa GC p Y <
= Garmeny By X srby Muxioe GC Woodhall Spa GC
ermany Leek GG (Co Cork) Torquay GC Arbroath GC Letham Gt GC
= Eaton GC Lingtield Park Omonde Fiekis GG Royal Pornsh GC Tsada GC (Cyprus) Beamish GG A CVRORe ¥
I— Fortrose & Rosemanio GG .anghirst Hall GG Pitdown GC Royal Troon GC. Tumberry Hote R Lullingstone Park GC
2o Formby Hall G+ CC Lymm GC Pineridge GC Royal West Norfolk GC Tyneside GC C!a" 5 .}”E GC Lutterworth GC
o' Gleneagies Hotel Malone GG Porteland GG Royal Winchestor The Vale G+CC e Sou Matiock GC
i Goll Ciub Hubbalrath Matton & Norton GG Porters Park GG Royston GC Wanstoad GC DThse E GG Middlesbrough GC
¢ (Geamany) Mannings Heath GC Prestbury GC The Roxburghe GC Wellingbrough GC Duddingston GC Norton GC
— Golf Club Syt (Germany)  passeroone GG Preston GG Ryn GC Waest Herts GC Eaglescifte GC Park Hil GC
Green Hotel GG McDonald GG Pyriord GG St Andrews Links Trust West Lancs GC Forest Hill GC Rhondda GC
— Haddington GC Mitown GC (Dubiin) Ramside Hall GC West Sussex GC SolahSs Rhuddian GC

Manufacturers of Precision Grinding M

Full training
course with
all machines

ial Estate, Burnopfield, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE16 6EB
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Golf Course and Sports Turf Irrigation
« Annual

Design * Installation * Maintenance

Service Contracts * New Tnstallations * System
Upgrades * Fully automated PC Systems «
Independant Installers of Hunter * Logic +

Toro Irrigation Equipment

Tel: 01427 874200

Fax: 01427 875333 Mobile: 0860 542616

The BIGGA Silent Auction
HAVE YOU HEARD?

pidding starts
gctober 5.1999

Irrigation Technical Services

Design « Supply * Instaliation * Service
Pumps & tanks supplied
Moleplough & trencher hire
Al leading manufacturers equipment serviced

TORO.

o

AREA DEALER

e e e e R et )

Autofiow Systems

R R e e s e e
CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR

WATER REQUIREMENTS ON

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES,
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD,
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports
and Leisure Ground

D P lied « 1 Hed

C;‘Ien Farrdw

IRRIGATION
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.
Tel: (01775) 722327

Tel. 01202 87.42.16 Mobile: 0831 24.22.05

Design. Supply.
Installation.
Service.

R
¥
\

Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

Consult
atermation

Ltd
* IRRIGATION SYSTEMS -

Design Installation Supply Maintenance

Design Supply
Installation

% Support

01788 510529

Fax: (01775) 725444

I.L.S. IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
& EQUIPMENT

® Contact us for irrigation
installation service ®
® Up-dates ® Equipment sales

L.L.S. Irrigation, Oundle Road, Lutton,
Peterborough PE8 5ND.

Tel: 01832 272450
Fax: 01832 272191

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LIMITED

Tel: (01932) 788301
Fax: (01932) 780437

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND
COMPLETE PROJECTS

BEST BUY B.O.I.L.

EXPERIENCE - EXPERTISE
CARE - SERVICE
since 1923

Founder Member BTLIA

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Design, supply and installation of

Ran I BirD.

Irrigation Systems

Tel: 01722 716361

WARDLE

Consulting Engineers Ltd

INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
& PROJECT MANAGERS

Head Office: Tel/Fax: 01283 711864
Southern Office: 01483 278416
Scottish Office: 01259 742447
E-mail: wardle@avnet.co.uk

British Turf & Landscape
Irrigation Association

Our aim is to ensure you
have the best possible
irrigation system so we
constantly monitor, maintain
and raise the standards of
BTLIA members.

For a full list of members

“Quality by Association”
contact David Halford
Tel: 01995 640611 or

]] Fax: 01995 640842

YOrk «
Martin

GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS

Speak to Europe's most experign:e_d,
independent consultants for objective,
unbiased advice, before deciding

YORK & MARTIN
PO BOX 1192 FORDINGBRIDGE
HANTS, SP6 1YD, U.K.

Tel. 01425 652087 Fax, 01425 652476

Lake Construction/Liners

P =5
o =\
“Osmingnc Ticawon0dT ¥

Liners for lakes, ponds and
storage lagoons from the
UK’s leading contractor

Comprehensive advice

regarding design and
construction of water areas

Detailed brochure available on request

GT Ltd, Wiston Road, Nayland,
Colchester, Essex CO6 4TL
Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998

M]M
MJM Services

Groundwork & Irrigation Contractor

Suppliers and installers of irrigation systems
Moleplough, trencher and digger hire
Drainage and ditch cleaning
7 day call out service for repairs

Tel: 0181 8909172 |

WATERPROOFING

SERVICES

POND & LAKE
LINING SPECIALISTS
TEL: 01582 471723
FAX: 01525 261103

E-MAIL: info@waterproofingservices.com

&“.'A C‘).

TRACEY TIMBER
RECYCLING LTD

PATHWAY/SPECTATOR GALLERY WALKCHIP

DECORATIVE COLOURED MULCH FOR
FLOWER BEDS AND PLANTED AREAS

CONSTRUCTION SLEEPERS AVAILABLE

CALL FOR FREE SAMPLES OF CHIP

TEL: 01505 333515
FAXx: 01505 333516

49 BURNBRAE ROAD,
LINWOOD, SCOTLAND PA3 3BD

[ oh Control___
U==

—
_—=
pH control and dosing systems for your
H“L:."l(‘l' wadrer, '1]( “||p[l)\‘ftl “"‘ l]ll.\l"}
Nationwide installation and commissioning

service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes

USF STRANCO
Priory Works, Tonbridge, Kent TN1T1 0QL
Telephone: 01732 354888 Fax: 01732 354222

Railway Sleepers

LANDSCAPING
GRADE SLEEPERS
SELECTED HARDWOOD

B Es QUALITY

PRICES

T ALSO
COCKLESHELL PATH MEDIA

FINETURF PRODUCTS
Tel: 01375 361506

K& J BOWNES&SONS

Railway Sleepers
Delivery Nationwide

All genuine quotes beaten

Tel: 01909 731647
Fax: 01909 733005

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

GRADE ONE SECONDHAND
® We will beat any genuine quote
@ No minimum order
©® Delivery any area

o

Also available
NEW UNTREATED OAK SLEEPERS

SLEEPER SUPPLIES

TEL: 01302 888676
FAX: 01302 880547
EMAIL: sales@sleepersupplies.force9.co.uk

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

Contact

Tel: 01302 365222
Fax: 01302 341691

Pathway Materials

* FENDRESS Rootzone to USGA *
Economy Rootzone * Divot Mixes

NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES FROM 5 DEPOTS
Call: Banks Amenlty Products Ltd
Tel: 01858 464346/433003

Great sport is built on
2
Topsport 3

National suppliers of
sports surface materials:

+ Sand + Rootzor.es * Pathway Materials
* Loksand * Drainage Aggregates

For further details telephone

01298 213740

Tarmac o
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T Vertidraining Hire

GRADED SOILS - ROOTZON
DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS

Freephone Sam on

0800 7317450

Alan Hadley Limited
Fenton House, 102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross, Berks RG7 18

TOPDRESSING SAN?

MIDDLETON
AGGREGATES LTD

Suppliers of Quality Topsoils,
Root Zone and Sand at
competitive rates

Tel: 01553 841044
Fax: 01553 841837

— 7 =
—— /
Pt /

_— for { |
p— )l your \ Vi

QD equipment /
requUINBMENnts " g

« Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee
& Practice Mat

Golf Course Furniture

Driving Range & Practice Ground
Equipment

Flooring & Pathways

Tel: 01704 571271

Fax: 01704 571272

TUFTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TEE MATS, CARRYMATS
AND PUTTING
SURFACES FROM

CARPETITION LTD

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel: (01484) 428777 Fax: (01484) 423251

Top Dressings

Sole manufacturers of
FENDRESS™ & FENDRESS GREENTOP™

Superior, Consistent Top Dressings at

AFFORDABLE PRICES
Call: Banks Amenlty Products Ltd
Tel: 01858 464346/433003
“. BOUGHTON _—
s LOAM LTD

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants

Tel: 01536 510515
for
Turf Dressing
Root Zone Mixes
Screened Top Soils
Bunker Sands
Horticultural Composts

“Pre-germinated grass seed”
“Liquid Sod” Spray-on grass

Herbicides
Grass Seed
Fertilisers
Turf )
Management
Systems

Dromangh Farm, Sevenhills Road,
Iverheath, Bucks, SLO OPA

Tel: 01895 834411
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BRI’ IAIV s NO 1 FOR
QUALITY AND SERVICE
TOP DRESSING « CONSTRUCTION
ROOT ZONES
SANDS « GRAVELS * GRASS SEED
SOIL » PATHWAY MATERIALS
Eaton Hall Quarry, Manchester Rd,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 2LU

Tel: 01260 281801

Do you ‘Know
Your Numbers’

well enough to
win £50?

Trees

TREES TREES TREES

For everything to do with trees in the
?omng landscape, planning to planting,
elling and grant applications. Long
term maintenance programmes and
management plans for the Millennium.

Nationwide.
DOLLAR - DURHAM - RETFORD - CHESTER

EAMONN WALL & CO

WOODLAND DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT

TEL: 01259 743212 FAX: 01259 743073

Turf Growers
and Innovators of
Turfgrass Systems

The Chestnuts, Wilberfoss,
York, YO41 5NT
Tel: 01759 321000
Fax: 01759 380130

e-mail: info(@inturf.co.uk

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth
WORTH DRAINING
Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

PETER MANNINGTON

Q Lawns @

Growers of Quality Turf
* Uniquely cultivated on fine
dark soils
* Next day deliveries
* Quality assured company
ISO 9002

British Field Products Limited
Corkway Drove, Hockwold,
Thetford, Norfolk 1P26 4JR
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911

Turf Dressings

— &,
i V|
¥s

Specialist Verti-Drain C for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced operator. competitive prices and reliable serice
Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211
or Mobile 0850 612061

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill, Hurst Green.
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 70A

S EWARD
TURF MAINTENANCE
Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre
Gravel Banding over seeding
Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming
and Top Dressing
Phone York: 01904 765949
Freephone: 0500 432120

% A

%TGAS

_A
SOVEREIGN
TURF

TEL: 01603 746229
Fax: 01728 688949

Top quality seed mixtures now
available for all course applications.

“All year round quality turf”

The BIGGA Silent Auction
HAVE YOU HEARD?

=== GROWERS
AND SUPPLIERS
OF QUALITY CULTIVATED
i TEES. GREENS AND AMENITY
iJ6a: TURF COUNTRYWIDE

TEL: 01427 890797
FAX: 01427 891785

Email: info@proturf.co.uk

TT ProTurf Ltd

INORTH CARR FARM, WEST STOCKWITH, NR
DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE DN10 48D

BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
GOLF TURF DRESSINGS ++ SAND
SCREENED TOP SOIL = FEN SOIL
Deliveries Nationwide
BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
Tel: 01603 754607

BOUR]

Manufacturers of quality dressings, including
green organic, fensoil & loams, for fairways
greens & tees, inloads of all sizes

Serving the South of England.

Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115

S.R. WITT

VERTI-DRAINING
OVER SEEDING
TOP DRESSING APPLICATIONS
THROUGHOUT SCOTLAND

CONTACT SIMON
RYEBOG, BLAIRADAM, KELTY, FIFE, KY4 0HY
Tel: 0836 366225 or 01577 850263
Fax: 01577 850263

job

To place an advertisement in the Recruitment Section,
call Cheryl or Diane now on 01347 833800

Greenkeeper
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Job Shop
FAST-GROWING GRASS
I REES MACHINERY Currently working Head
Greenkeeper, 30, qualified to
GI’OWth Of 6'8 feet per year Large selection of new and second hand HNC levelpwith Oqur 10 vears
For rapid improvemem to new Turf Maintenance Machinery in stock Y ’ 2 L 39 years old Greenkeeper‘
and developing Gof Courses Free delivery in UK. Warranty given. Also experience of bOth_ $OI| _based seeks new position as
ping interested in purchasing surplus machines and U.S.G.A. specmcanon Head Greenkeeper/Course
e s e s Tel/Fax: 01829 720280 greens, final construction and Manager. Over 20 years
bt s s cresie acone, Wit Mobile: 0378 063418 growing-in period of golf course experience, including 5
breaks, and dense cover on course. and computer controlled irriga— years as Head
el o TREES TREES TREES tion systems, seeks the Greenkeeper, plus design
All sizes available from 12 inch slips to For everything to do with trees in the challenge of restoring an old and planning of 18 hole
8 foot well-rooted trees. ?cﬂfmg lnn;lscape,'plnnn;ing'!o plonl'mg, golf course back to its former golf course.
Prices including delivery from £42 per 100, ':':1‘9 - g.:::.c ‘:ﬁ’:;la IR, ::g glory. any course type consid- All locations considered
or £380 per 1000 management plans for the Millennium. ered, in either the UK or abroad. ‘
Free information sheet and advice without Nationwide.
obligation Phone Gordon Hill on
01408 812226 or Fax oa 01404 815600 DOLLAR - DURHAM - RETFORD - CHESTER JS/105/99 JS/106/99
Bowhayes Farm, Venn Ottery, Devon, EX11 1RX EAMON N WALL & CO

Website: www.bowhayesfarm.co.uk WOODLAND DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT

TEL: 01259 743212 FAX: 01259 743073

Heaths & Heathers Looking for a new job?

The telephone : .
numbers are [ tseimuiniond You can advertise your skills to

e Nativ spcies availabie. over 2,500 potential Golf Club
P P e s g employers, for as little as £19.95!
Contact: John Hall Call Cheryl or Diane for further

H |
Keep looking! Tel/Fax 01344 874310 details on 01347 833800 now!

Windlesham Court Nursery Ltd

Classified Information

Do you have a machine that is
surplus to your requirements?
Or are you wanting to buy that
specific piece of equipment,
but don’t quite know where to
find it? Then why not advertise
your Sales and/or Wants in
Greenkeeper International's
Classified section?

For as little as £57, your boxed
advert will be seen by over
10,000 readers of this award
winning publication. Simply
complete the order form on the
right (in block capitals please),
not forgetting to include your
name, address and telephone
or fax number.

Upon receipt, your order will be
acknowledged by telephone or
fax, along with details of the
cost and publication date of
the next edition.

Remember, send no money The deadline for inclusion in the

now, an invoice will be raised October Classified section, is
after publication. Thursday, September 16, 1999

Send your completed order form to: Cheryl Broomhead, Greenkeeper International, BIGGA Greenl(ee er
| INTERNATIONAL )

HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF, or alternatively fax the form to us on 01347 833802
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Recruitment

-

West Linto Golf Club
HEAD GREENKEEPER

Due to the retiral of our Head Greenkeeper after almost
30 years service we require an experienced and qualified
person capable of supervising and working with our team
of greenkeepers. The Club was founded in 1890 and has a
well established 18 hole moorland golf course and a full
membership. There is also an extensive waiting list. The
Club is situated 15 miles south of Edinburgh.

Salary and conditions are negotiable and a new three
bedroomed bungalow is available.

Please apply in writing enclosing a full CV to:
A.]. Mitchell, Secretary
West Linton Golf Club, Medwyn Road,
West Linton, Peeblesshire EH46 7THN

from whom further details are available.

Tel/Fax 01968 660970

SAN

GOLF § CLUB———

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Sand Moor Golf Club, a private members’ club in North Leeds, is benchmarked

as one of the best in the North of England. Unfortunately, as a result of the
sudden death of Bobby Barnes, the Head Greenkeeper, who served the Club for
over 30 years, the Club now seeks to appoint a successor.

Reporting to the Club Secretary, and in close liaison with the Chairman of Green
and the Club Professional, this demanding role includes responsibility for the
management of highly committed and experienced green staff, the maintenance
and continued development of a healthy, high quality golf course and
environment, the effective deployment and maintenance of modern machinery
and equipment coupled with compliance of all health and safety and
environmental regulations.

The Club enjoys an excellent relationship with the Sports Turf Research Institute
from whom regular support and advice is received.

The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate the relevant skills,
knowledge and experience coupled with a determination to achieve excellence in

a team working environment.

The remuneration package includes a negotiable, pensionable salary.

Accommodation is not available.

Applications, indicating relevant qualifications including membership of
BIGGA, if applicable, experience, age and current salary, should be made in
writing. Please mark your envelope “Private & Confidential” and send it, in

strict confidence, to:

David Hughes Esq, The Captain,
Sand Moor Golf Club Ltd., Alwoodley Lane, Leeds LS17 7D]J.

LONGRIDGE GOLF CLUB

(ESTABLISHED 1877)

Requires a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

A private members’ club with an 18 hole hill-top moorland Golf Course.
The successful candidate will take over from a Head Greenkeeper of long standing and must:

@ Be experienced in all aspects of modern greenkeeping and possess appropriate qualifications.
@ Have a practical knowledge of machinery and computerised irrigation systems.

@ Be a working Head Greenkeeper able to lead and motivate staff

@ Take pride in the first class presentation of a golf course

Salary and Conditions negotiable. Accommodation not available.

Applications will full CV by 30 September 1999 to:
The Hon Secretary, Longridge G.C.,
Fell Barn, Jeffrey Hill, Longridge, Nr. Preston, Lancs. PR3 2TU

CUDDINGTON GOLF CLUB

Invites applications for an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

Enthusiastic and self motivated greenkeeper to join staff main-
taining a private parkland course. Experience and qualification to
NVQ Level 2 would be an advantage.

Please apply in writing enclosing full CV to:

Stuart Sheppard, Course Manager,
Cuddington Golf Club,
Banstead Road, Banstead, Surrey SM7 IRD

Just

the job

oo Greenkeeper

tisement in the Recruitment Section, call Cheryl ar Diane now on 01347 8

SHEPPY

AMENITY FERTILISERS

Sales Agents

Required to complement and expand existing
National Sales Network for our exciting new range of
competitively priced Organic Based fertilisers.

Full Technical Sales Training and Support will be given.
Apply in confidence to:

Mrs Pat Smith, Sheppy Fertilisers Ltd.,
Rushenden Road, Queenborough, Kent ME11 5HH

Tel: 01795 580365 Fax: 01795 580649

NATURE & TECHNOLOGY HAND IN HAND

September 1999 Greenkeeper International
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Recruitment

WILDWOOD COUNTRY CLUB

LEAMINGTON & COUNTY GOLF CLUB

Requires an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

Require a

FIRST ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

Preferably NVQ level 2 qualified and holding
Pesticide Application Certificates

£14,000 per annum

Please apply in writing with full C.V. to:

Minimum qualification of NVQ Level 2 plus relative experience
within greenkeeping (min. 5 years).

Must have up to date knowledge in all modern greenkeeping methods, be keen and
hardworking with the ability to organise work programmes and motivate staff.

No accommodation available.

Applications in writing incl. full CV and salary expectation to:

Mr. S. Osborne, Head Greenkeeper, Wildwood Country Club,
Horsham Road, Alfold, Nr. Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 8JE

Head Greenkeeper, Leamington & County Golf Club,
Golf Lane, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV31 2QA

CHIDDINGFOLD GOLF CLUB

Requires an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

The successful applicant must be qualified to NVQ1 and 2.
PA1 and PA2 spraying certificates an advantage but not essential.

Salary negotiable depending upon experience.

Applications in the first instance to Linda Pascolini,
Tel: 01428 685888

Chiddingfold Golf Club, Petworth Road, Chiddingfold, Surrey GU8 4SL

Two CLuBS - ONE GOLF COURSE

LONDON ScoTTISH (EST. 1865) WIMBLEDON COMMON (EST. 1908)

HAVE TWO VACANCIES

HEAD GREENKEEPER GREENKEEPER

SALARY NEGOTIABLE
ACCORDING TO GACS RATES

SALARY ACCORDING TO AGE
AND EXPERIENCE

APPLY IN WRITING WITH CV TO:

JOINT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE, ¢/0 LoNDON ScoTTisH GOLF CLUB
WINDMILL ENCLOSURE, WIMBLEDON CoMMON, LoNpoN SW19 SNQ

Just

the

To place an advertisement in the Recruitment Section, call Cl
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Whether you want to keep your green green or your pitch

perfect, Flowtronex makes the difference.

Flowtronex variable speed pump sets are the heart of any
irrigation system, boosting flow and pressure wherever it is

needed to make the most of your landscape.

Integrating the latest in variable speed technology with superior
design, engineering and construction, Flowtronex brings you

energy savings of up to 50% and reduced maintenance costs.

And when you order a Flowtronex pump set you can have every
confidence that it has been designed to meet your specific
requirements — from bowling greens to championship courses.

With a pump set from Flowtronex you can see the difference.

. 2 Relay Road, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO7 7XA, England

Tel: +44 (0) 1705 268511 Fax: +44 (0) 1705 241263

YOU CAN BANK ON THE
NEW NATIONAL @ 84 HYDRO

-

Introducing the new Allen National HT7 Hydro 84" Triple Mower. \T;}

The HT7 features a |16hp Briggs & Stratton Vanguard Twin Engine
with hydrostatic drive and power steering as standard, a sure A
fire hit with operators moving in tight mowing circles. < y il
Belt drive to the cylinders for close contour mowing, plus «3 %

full width metal rollers, means a fine finish from the =T whadls Tor sasler

Power steering to

Cutting units reach

start and the performance on a bank is asyou " WA <2 operation out 217 for the
would expect from a thoroughbred KRN longest “over-hang”

National winner - exceptional.

Read the brochure, see the
performance, compare the
specification.Value for mowing
money never looked so good.

FULL 84” MOWINGWIDTH
I16hp B&S TWIN ENGINE
FULLWIDTH ROLLERS
HYDROSTATIC DRIVE
POWER STEERING
CYLINDER LIFT

Be reassured, it's

FaA RN

in the industry

PHONE THE 24 HOUR BROCHURE LINE OR COMPLETE. COUPON

0845 60 10 815

NAME:
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:
DTICK FOR DEMONSTRATION

Allen Power Equipment Ltd.,The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OXI| | 8ES
Sales & Service Tel: (01235) 515400 Fax:(01235) 515401 Website: www.allenpower.com Email: sales@allenpower.com
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Feature listing from

September '97

September '97; Accident Reponin?(.s
Greens Mowers; Valderrama GC; Linl

October '97; Environment;
Recruitment; Abbeydale GC;
Rough Mowers; Soil Analysis

November '97; Environment
Competition; Bank Cutting:

Risk Assessment; Pumps

December '97; Seed Development;
Longhirst Hall GC; Toro Awards; Fertiliser
Spreaders; Communication

January '98; FEGGA Conference;
Buying Power Equipment; Elmwood GC;
Mobile Phones; Traffic Management;
Spraying; Environment

February "98; BTME Review;
Overseeding; Royal Mid Surrey GC;
Drainage; Thatch

March '98; Trees, Golf Course
Accessories, News from GCSAA,
Leamington & County GC, Trevor
Smith's BTME Talk

April '98; Gleneagles Hotel, Compact
Tractors, Environment, Protective
clothing, Rain bird, Internet

May '98; Greens Mowers, Suspended
Water Table Greens, Seeds, Letham
Grange Resort, Charterhouse profile,
Security and BIGGA's Fund Raising
Campaign

June '98; Interview with Nick Park,
Earthworm special, ATVs, Royal
Porthcawl, Grinding

July '98; Aeration, Royal Birkdale
preview, The importance of research,
Architecture

August '98; Mill Ride, Fescue,
Blowers, Textron, Open Review,
Nematodes, Training

September '98; Nine holers —
Tolladine and Fingle Glen, Turf, Steve
Clement profile, Drainage, World
Scientific Congress report

October '98; Saltex Review, BIGGA
Retrospective, Stirling GC, Toro
Awards Preview, Tree grants

November '98; Royal Opening,
Ramside Hall GC, Gang Mowers,
Hayter International report,
Irrigation Systems

December '98; Toro Awards,
Environment Awards, The Appliance of
Science, Engines, Architects, BTME

Preview

January '99; Pesticide Usage, Life in
Colorado, Lyshott Heath GC, Worm

R h, sty‘o PN profile.
Temporary Greens

February '99; Westerham GC;
R&A questionaire results; Finland;
rass cutting; BTME99 Review;

gemhard and Co

March '99; Loch Lomond, Worm
update, GrassRoots, Softspikes,
Maintenance facilities, Environment
review, Architecture

April '99; Carden Park,
Telecommunications, Water
Management, Rolawn, Seeds

May '99; Security, Bude and North
Comwall GC, Spraying Regulations,
Jim Arthur, The Acid Theory,
Amenity Technology profile

June '99; ess GC,
Millennium Bug Busting, Irrigation,
Scotts profile, Company adaptability

July '99; Carnoustie, Golf Course
Fumniture, Spike Research, Toro
profile, BIGGA Silent Auction

August '99; Viscount Whitelaw
tribute; Open review; Merrist Wood;
Saltex preview; Turf; Trees; Grass
Cutting: BIGGA Golf Day review;
Redexim profile
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to remember

I returned home from the Open
Championship at Carnoustie in mid
July to take stock of one of the most
eventful Opens for along time. It start-
ed with far too much unfair criticism
of the way the course was set up.
Rough too long, fairways too narrow
bore the brunt of adverse topics from
players and media alike.

Yes it was tough, but they are sup-
posed to be the best golfers in the
world, not 18 handicappers. Maybe
they have got to used to playing on
courses with wall-to-wall m()wing.&[‘lw
unfairness of it all in my view was that
it took away some of the praise which
was rightly due to John Philp and his
staff. The course condition was
superb, greens were fast and true, the
fairways were so good that I have seen
worse greens than they were, and tees
and bunkers were the best I've seen
anywhere. I personally would like to
thank John and his team for the won-
derful advert they are for the
greenkeeping profession.

The BIGGA Support Team was
another success story. They were all on
time, did an excellent job, and con-
ducted themselves professionally at all
times: Thank you all, you were a cred-
it to the association and yourselves
and I was proud to be with you. I
would also like to thank the staff for
the organisation. I don’t know who it
was down to, but the marquee was in
an excellent position and we had lots
of visitors. Everything went smoothly
and we all had a great week.

[ was back home trying to
put pen to paper when I
received a call from Jim
Paton, Chairman of our
Education Committee, ask-
ing me if I could fill in for
him on some of the Toro
Student of the Year inter-
views with Ken Richardson.
It’s always a pleasure to talk
and listen to young students
just starting their careers in
greenkeeping, and finding
out how much and what
they are learning at differ-
ent colleges. The standards
do seem to vary from col-
lege to college and I feel
there is a lot of work to be
done to improve this both
by ourselves and the GTC.
Having said that, I think the general
standard is improving,

I have just completed my visits for
the Toro Award for Excellence in
Greenkeeping as part of the National
Award. All the finalists will be visited
again by Walter Woods, then on to
the interviews at BIGGA HOUSE lat-
er in the year. This Toro Award is an
excellent ‘competition and we have
much to thank Toro for, because I
believe it is helping to raise the stan-
dards and awareness of our profession.
I have seen a big rise in quality of
entries this year and it’s a credit to
everyone who took part.

Like all competitions there can only
be one winner which does seem a
shame when so much effort has been
put in by all the nominees. I would
personally like to thank all the golf
clubs and greenkeepers for making me
so welcome on my visits and I wish
them all the very best of luck. Win or
not, you all deserve a pat on the back.

We hear all sorts of stories about
golfers in relation to greenkeeping, but
[ was faxed a copy of a newspaper arti-
cle a few days ago about a lady golfer
who is suing a greenkeeper for
£200,000. The lady in question lost
the sight in one eye after the ball hit
a stone hidden in the rough and
rebounded into her face. Her case is
based on the theory that it is the green-
keepers responsibility to make the
course as safe as possible. She first
attempted to sue the golf club but
abandoned the case after it was point-

ed out that as a member of a private
club, she would effectively be suing
herself. While we must all sympathise
with her in this unfortunate accident,
because that is exactly what it was, |
can’t even start to imagine the conse-
quences for greenkeepers everywhere
if the court found in her favour. Surely
no greenkeeper can be expected to
pick up every stone or object on the
golf course before allowing play to
start.

Many golf course are built on stony
sround and plants such as heather,

room and gorse grow naturally in
stony areas. Can you imagine if we
were to stone pick golf courses we
would need an army of staff, and even
then there would be very little golf
played. For the greenkeeper con-
cerned, Dougal Duguid, it must be a
very worrying time. It is however
pleasing to see that his club are sup-
porting him, and the case is being
Landlcd by the club’s solicitors.

On behalf of greenkeepers every-
where, I wish Dougal every success
and a speedy end to this case. Dougal
is well known by his Scottish peers
and is a fine supporter of BIGGA.
Many will have met him at BTME
where he is always in attendance and
a very popular member.

On the home front, when [ arrived
home from my Toro travels our fami-
ly had increased by three. Marion had
taken in three fourlegged grass cutters
in the shape of Shetland ponies. She
said that as I was never home to cut
the grass she had to do something, As
grasscutters they are unique, as they
cut and fertilise as they go. If anyone
wants some good old fashioned muck,
you know where to come.

frants

Gordon Child
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AdRef

More than just a magazine — let Greenkeeper International help you find the right products or services for your golf

course — for free! When you see an advertisement which interests you, simply make a note of the Ad Ref number in
the panel below, send the card back to us, and we'll pass on your enquiry and more details will be rushed straight to
you. It's as easy as that and what's more, it won't even cost you a penny!

Name

Position

Company/Course

Address

Postcode — Work Tel:

Because we deal with the issues which affect you, you can't afford to

miss a single copy of the award-winning Greenkeeper International
magazine. Subscription rates are; £36 for 12 issues (Europe £46). Al 5
you have to do is tick this box Il then complete your details above,
and post this card back to us. We'll then add your name to our
ever-increasing list of satisfied readers.

o
An invoice will be sent in due course. ‘fﬁ"“

n,
%”'%

| seous o™

Gi. 9.99

“3 British and International Golf Greenkeepers Association

BI(..GA

MEMBERSHIP

If you are employed as a greenkeeper, at college studying greenkeeping, or involved in any way with the fine turf industry,
then BIGGA membership could benefit you. To find out more about membership, fill in this card and send it to us today.

I'm interested in joining BIGGA.

Yes!

I Greenkeeper Membership

Please send me details of:

[l Associate/Company Membership

Name

Mailing address

Postcode _ Work Tel:

Golf Club/Company/College

Position at Club/Company/College

Gi. 9.99



BUSINESS REPLY SERVICE
Licence No. YO 331

Subscriptions
BIGGA HOUSE
Aldwark

Alne

York

YO61 1UF

BUSINESS REPLY SERVICE
Licence No. YO 331

Membership
BIGGA HOUSE
Aldwark

Alne

York

YO61 1UF
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MICROBIAL PRODUCTS
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Come and meet the GREEN-RELEAF Family!

TEL: 01782 373878 FAX: 01782 373763

Green Releaf Europe, 102a Longton Road, Barlaston, StaFfs, England 5T12 SAU
UK DISTRIBUTORS

AVONCROP HOLLAND  Prograss  Tel: (31) 3415 GO780
P VI VN Tl oo e O wnee | Gracaon ot O wesooo~ GERMANY  Optimax  Tel: (48] 7072 6250
ITALY Tempoverde Tel: [39) 18711123
-mail: microbes @green-releaf.com IRELAND John Lindsay  Tel: 01762 338 228 PORTUGAL AP Jordao  Tel: (351) 2 947 96 50
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The perfect spread .

The Amtec
range of ' e J
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(] ) Concentrated Seaweed Extract
= | - Seaweed Extract plus Nitrogen
! m (3] spr Seaweed Extract plus Iron

~ The ohiy way to spr

~ - spray pattern dye

The original green indicator dye | Available in liquid or WSP

spray pattern dye

Non-staining I Extremely economical I New formulation

Amenity Technology Products Ltd
5 Arkwright Road, Reading, Berkshire RG2 oLU  Tel: +(44) 0118 9311111 Fax: +(44) 0118 975 0344

E-Mail: amtec@btinternet.com http://www.AmenityTechnology.com
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