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October 1999 
Your next issue of Oreerikeeper 
International will be with you 
by November 8, 1999 

Regulars 
N e w s 

Pages 7, 8, 9, 10 and 13 

Letters 

The Learning Experience Looking for Praise 

The glorious life of a Golf Course Appraiser 

Education 
Ken Richardson gives an update on 
BIGGA's education initiatives 
Membership Update 

Finance File 
Trevor Downing gives some useful 
advice on pension provision. 

Around the Green 

Sandy McDivot 
A Woman's Place 

Features Listing 
Helping you track down some of Greenkeeper 
International's previous articles. 
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Use our post -pa id r e a d e r 
reply c a r d to o b t a i n f u r t h e r 
in format ion on the p roducts 
and services a d v e r t i s e d in th is 
issue. Jus t s t a t e t h e c o m p a n y ' s 
Ad Ref numbers , post t h e c a r d 
to us, a n d w e ' l l a r r a n g e for 
fur ther in format ion to be sent 
direct to you. 

Advertiser A 
Allen Power 
Allett Mowers 
Amenity Technology 
Banks Amenity 
British Seed Houses 
Cameron Irrigation 
Cleveland Sitesafe 
Clubcar 
Driving Force Leisure 
Durasport 
Eagle Promotions 
Eric Hunter 
Evenproducts 
Evergreens Uk 
Flowtronex 
Geo Henderson 
Green Releaf 
Greensward 
Groundsman Industries 
H20 Group Pic 
ING Turfcare Finance 
John Deere 
Kawasaki 
Lely (UK) Ltd 
Marl wood 
MJT Contracts 
North Staffs Irrigation 
Ocmis 
Par Aide 
Piltland Technology 
Pro-Turf 
Rhone Poulenc 
Scottish Grass Machinery 604 
Sharpes International 
Sisis 
Sovereign Turf 
Sportsg round 
The Roots Co 
Tonick Watering 
Ultra Plant 
Weed Free 
Weidenmann Uk 

Ref Page 
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55 50 

431 76 
168 45 
87 48 

622 33 
56 44 

583 34 
624 59 
548 56 
549 17 
73 48, 66 

609 59 
526 62 
635 19 
601 48 
563 48, 75 
312 28 
602 49 
619 34 
639 46 
103 27 
544 19, 43 
61 30-31 

501 40-41, 49 
382 42 
217 45 
360 13, 49 
642 49 
189 28 
575 28 
59 21 

604 62 
453 33 
176 6 
435 33 
605 49 
615 55 
503 62 
473 46 
504 43 
326 49 

T h e Fund prov ides the key to t h e 
f u t u r e for greenkeeper , gol f c lub a n d 

g a m e . Indiv iduals a n d com-
panies c a n jo in t h e G o l d e n 

Key C i r c l e a n d S i lver Key 
Ci rc le . For deta i ls , p lease 

BIGGA 
GOLDEN KEY 
and SILVER KEY 

CIRCLES 

Golden Key Circle Company Members 
Amazone Ground Care, Amenity Technology 
Products Ltd, Barenbrug, Bernhard and Company 
Ltd, Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd, Hayter Ltd, 
John Deere Ltd, Kubota UK Ltd, Mommersteeg 
International, Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd, PGA 
European Tour, Rainbird, Rolawn, Rhone-Poulenc 
Amenity, Rigby Taylor Ltd, Scotts Turf and Amenity, 
Supaturf Products Ltd, Stylo Matchmakers, Textron 
Turf Care and Specialty Products, The Grass Roots 
Trading Company, The Toro Company 

Silver Key Circle Company Members 
Avoncrop Amenity Products, Ernest Doe & Sons, 
Lambert/Fenchurch UK Group Ltd, 
Sisis Equipment Ltd, Weed Free 

As I see it. . . 
BIGGA Chairman, Gordon Child, gives some details 
about the GTC's newly formed technical committee 

Have you heard? 
By bidding for items in the BIGGA Silent 
Auction, you can save thousands of pounds. 

See page 11 for full details! 

^ 6 3 ) Win £50 with our Buyers' Guide quiz 
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Where will 
it all end? 
As we race towards that date which has been in 

our diaries for years, but for which most of us 
have yet to make arrangements, it's perhaps per-
tinent to look back at just how far we've come 
since the day's when horse power was provided 
by real horses. 

Progress has been startling and new technology 
now enables tasks to be performed that were once 
beyond anyone's comprehension. Or at least allows 
existing jobs to be done much more easily. 

It is natural to look back and wonder how peo-
ple coped in the past. Times must have been hard 
before the existence of machines which could aer-
ate to 12 inches below the surface, before the days 
of air conditioned cabs or before mess rooms had 
hot and cold running water. 

It is easy to feel sorry for our predecessors, shorn 
of such modern day luxury, but there is no need 
because everyone feels better off than the lot who 
came before them... and remember there will 
always be those coming up behind us with even 
more technology at their fingertips, casting piti-
ful looks back at those forced to work around the 
time of the turn of the millennium. 

Our grandchildren will no doubt laugh at us hav-
ing to manage before the introduction of self 
raking sand. 

The point was brought home to me during the 
summer holidays when my wife and I ventured 
to Orlando for two week's escapism. 

In the middle of some magnificent new attrac-
tions, including virtual reality, 3-D and high speed 
roller coasters, was the Carousel of Progress which 
was one of Walt Disney's own ideas and posi-
tively ancient by modern day standards 

You sit in a revolving theatre and stop at dif-
ferent scenes from different decades of the 20th 
Century. On each occasion a mechanical man in 
his 40s, dressed in the appropriate garb, enthus-
es about the latest innovations and how they have 
made such a difference to their lives. 

He raves about how the arrival of electricity has 
changed their lives; about how the wireless has 
become the ultimate entertainment; that he's 
heard that some guys are trying to fly across the 
Atlantic; that rumour has it that talking pictures 
are reputed to be right around the corner and how 
the new washing machine has saved his wife 
hours. 

Each time he's delighted to be living in such a 
modern age while, sitting in the moving theatre, 
we know that just around the corner is space trav-
el, key hole surgery, air conditioning and Sony 
Playstations. 

It is true to say that you never know what 
delights await us but it's also true to say that we 
are always further forward in technological terms 
than we ever have been before. 

I'm sure the guy who first harnessed a piece of 
equipment to the back of a horse was seen as 

some sort of visionary by his col-
leagues and they were soon 

looking back at their old days 
and wondering how they 

k coped. 
I k Where will it all end? 

Editor: 
Scott MacCallum 

Greenkeeper 
Features 

2 3 Lord of the Manor 
Scott MacCallum visits the Manor House at Castle Combe and 
is struck by the tranquility of it all 

2 9 The tines they are a changing 
Roland Taylor looks back at the development of aeration 
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Toro, Toro, Toro 
The Night of the Toro's is almost upon us again as 14 expectant 
finalists wait to find out who is going to be crowned Toro 
Excellence in Greenkeeping and Toro Student Greenkeeper of 
the Year winners 

Scotsturf Preview 
Read about Ronnie Bunting of Kilmacolm's success and find 
out who will be exhibiting at Ingliston this year 

Myco. . .What? 

Dr Alan Gange spreads some light on mycorrhizas 

Saltex Review Find out what new products were launched at Windsor this year 

( s T ) Mycorrhizas examined 

Toro Toro Toro 

The Lord of the Manor? 


