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out manoeuvres, out pertorms

any ride-on garden tractor

WALKER MOWERS

These rugged mid-size machines are built for

the rigors of commercial operation.

» Compact size allows mowing in tight areas.

® “Natural” control I)I.u'cmcnl with front
mounted deck allowing full view of
mowing area. l
36” to 52” mower decks follow contours
with flexible suspension and spring

('()unlcr\\'mghl lllg.

20.9hp Kubota diesel engine. ;

A range of interchangeable mower decks.

yyesy

® With or without Walker ‘world leading’

orass collection facility.
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AN D REVYS

FAST, EASY, BEAUTIFUL MOWING
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RETURN THE PRE-PAID READER REPLY CARD BELOW FOR FULL DETAILS
OF THE AMENITY TECHNOLOGY WATER MANAGEMENT RANGE, AND
TO RECEIVE YOUR m SLINGSHOT/WSP APPLICATOR

PLEASE RUSH ME DETAILS OF THE

AMTEC WATER MANAGEMENT RANGE
+ FREE SLINGSHOT/WSP APPLICATOR
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TECHNOLOGY

D TICK MERE TO RECEKIVE THE AMENITY TECNNOLOGY CATALOGUE
D TICK MERE TO RECEIVE THE BAYCO GOLF CATALOGUE

AT.GI 05,99
D PLEASE ASK A TECHNICAL REPRESENTAYIVE TO CONTACT ME



LAKE

COLORANT

Lake Colorant is the ecconomical, non-toxic and easy way to create natural looking blue water. Lake
Colorant adds to the aesthetic beauty of any water feature and by colouring the water also helps to
suppress the growth of submerged aquatic weeds by reducing the amount of sunlight entering the water.
Lake Colorant is available in ‘no-mess’ water soluble packets and requires no pre-measurement.

p— COMING UP
NEXT MONTH...

FULL DETAILS OF
THE AMENITY TECHNOLOGY
BAYCO

2]

>
o SUMMER PROMOTION
o
2 A
T AE
. o
S =3 ¥ &
G 3 et S IR
>9 SoSwk~
3 g S9335¢
o Z ag = >n
U(/)) § s % 5 ARKWRIGHT ROAD, READING, BERKSHIRE RG2 0UL
z S TEL: +44 0118 931 1111
@ FAX: +44 0118 975 0344
M email: amtec@btinfernet.com
http://www.amenitytechnology.com
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Chairman - Gordon Child

Vice Chairman - Elliott Small
Past Chairman - Patrick Murphy

Board Members

Executive Director
Neil Thomas
E-mail: neil@bigga.co.uk

Administration Manager
John Pemberton

E-mall: john@bigga.co.uk
Education & Training Manag
Ken Richardson

E-mail: ken@bigga.co.uk

Sales & Marketlng Manager
James
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The official monthly magazine of
the British & Intemational Golf
Greenkeeopers Association
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Editor: Scott MacCallum
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Advertising
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Your next issue of Greenkeeper
International will be with you
by June 7, 1999
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Internet: www.bigga.org.uk
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Use our post-paid reader

reply card to obtain further
information on the products
and services advertised in this
issue. Just state the company's
Ad Ref numbers, post the card
to us, and we'll arrange for
further information to be sent
direct to you.

Advertiser Ad Ref Page
Allen Power 126 2
Amanity Technology a3 %6
Bathgate Silica Sand 543 36
Biotal 614 5
Bruce Jamieson 55
Cargills 566 2621
Charterhouse 130 383
Cleveland Sitesafe 56 25
Clubear UK 583 49
Eagle Promotions 549 17
Even Products 600 43
Faifield Turf 18 38
Flowtronex 610 46
Greenlink intemational 618 n
Green-Releal 563 5
Greensward 312 36
Groundsman Industries 602 55
H,0 Group Plc 619 6
John Deers 103 33
Kawasaki 544 25
Lely UK 61 3031
Levington 102 19
Lindum Seeded Turf 38 13
Marhwood 501 4041
Maicrop 174 2
Ocmis 360 21
Rhdoe-Poulenc 59 ]
Rigby Taylor 127 11,61
Sandblast Sign Company 608 44
Sharpes Intemational 453 51
Sisis 176 3
Tarmac 576 48
Textron 9 14
The Roots Company 615 45
Tonick Watering 503 51
Ultra Plant 4713 46
Weed Free 504 43
Whitemoss Amenities 608 44

18 Book Review
Master Greenkeeper, David Winterton,
reviews The Magic of Greenkeeping

Greenkeeper International:
Contants may not be reprinted o othenwise reproduced without
written permission. Retum postage mus{ accompany &
mmmwamum
No responsibility can be assumed for unsolicited matenais:
The right s reserve] to adit submissions befors publication: 20
Although avery care will be taken, no responsibiiity 5
accepted for loas of manuscripts, photographs or artwork. 34
Opinions expressed are not necessarlly those of the
Association. and ho responsibiity i accaptad for such content.
advertising o product nformation that may appeor.

New Products

Talking Heads
Five Head men talk about Cutting Regimes

yur.Eump::y:dEnw mm.;ﬂ;m,n 37-41 Around the Green
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SICN gl o Gt 74 Features Listing

ISSN: 0961- 6977

1 1990 Bt Gol Helping you track down some of Greenkeeper

International's previous articles

74 As | see it...
Gordon Child gives another insight into the life of a
hectic Chairman

The Fund provides the kay to the
future for greenkeeper, golf club and
game, Individuals and com-
panies can join the Golden
Key Circle and Silver Key
Circle, For details, pleasa
contact BIGGA on

\ ootm 01347 833800

Goldon Key Circle Company Members

G d Care, A o4 Technol qy
Products Ltd, Barenbrug, Berhard and Company
Ltd, Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd, Hayter Ltd,
JohnDeernle.KwotaUKle Mommersteeq

I, Ocmis Irrig: UK Ltd, PGA

European Tour, Rainbird, Rolawn, Rhone-Poulenc
Amemy. Rigby Taylor Ltd, Scotts Turf and Amenity,

(74) Asiseett...

f Products Ltd; Stylo Matchmakers, Textron
Turf Care and Specialty Products, The Grass Roots
Trading Company. The Toro Company

Silver Key Circle Company Members
Avoncrop Amenity Products, Emest Doe & Sans,
Lambert/Fenchurch UK Group Ltd,

Sisis Equipment Ltd, Weed Free
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Call Jenny now, on 01347 833800 Win £50 with our Buyers' Guide quiz

to reserve your stand at BTME2000!
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Investing in
the future

Smugness is not regarded as an attractive trait, but
hopefully, you will forgive BIGGA's staff for feeling
just a little bit smug at the moment.

The reason is that we've just achieved the Investor
in People Standard. That means that independent
assessors have come in, looked at the way we con-
duct BIGGA's business and gone away impressed.

So that’s why we've been walking around wearing
Cheshire Cat-sized grins.

Like most things worth having it involved some
extremely hard work as we had to be prepared for
anything and everything to be put undcrrfﬁe micro-
scope and examined. Not only that, with so many of
the staff interviewed, everyone had to up to scratch
and prepared.

Personally I believe that the achievement of reach-
ing the required standard was merely the icing on
the cake. The real benefit came from the process of
preparing for it.

Instead of running to stand still - a physical pur-
suit in which so many of us indulge, but for which
we never seem to see any benefit when we step on
the scales - we forced ourselves to stop and make
time to examine every az{)ect of BIGGA's work.

Often we were pleasantly surprised by what was in
place, but occasionally we uncovered something
which perhaps we'd taken for granted for too long.
In those instances we were able to strip it down and
come up with a new and improved system.

So, in effect, even if we had failed to reach the
exacting standards imposed by Investors in People
at the first attempt, we had improved our way of
operating anyway.

It is a little like the Master Greenkeeper certifica-
tion, and anyone who enters the three main BIGGA
competitions - the Toro Award for Excellence in
Greenkeeping; the Toro Student Greenkeeper of the
Year and the BIGGA Golf Environment
Competition, in association with Amazone and
Grass Roots.

It is not just those people who smile - not neces-
sarily as smugly as the BIGGA HOUSE staff - from
the pages of Greenkeeper International who have
won. Everyone who has entered, and put themselves
up for actual or potential scrutiny, comes away with
something.

This may come in the way of formal feedback fol-
lowing an inspection or, more informally, from
talking with people involyed. Or it may just come
from examining your own work and devising a bet-
ter, more efficient, method.

The bottom line is that, when you do anything
that involves being judged, you start to look at your-
self, and the way you cﬁ> things, a little more closely:
That is the best possible way to improve...even if at
the end of the day you don’t win anything this time
round. ]

We feel that we've benefited from being involved
in Investors in People. So could you by becoming
involved in the various BIGGA programmes.

Entries for the three competitions close at the end

of this month while information of
Master  Greenkeeper can  be
obtained from the Education
Department.

Editor:
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Features

Crime Stoppers
Roland Taylor looks at some of the best ways to avoid theft
and the modern methods of tracking down stolen property

Beautiful Bude
Scott MacCallum travelled south to visit Bude and North
Cornwall Golf Club

Nature Trek
Arne van Amerongen gives some useful advice on
making the most of the features nature gives you

Spray it with Confidence
Bill Oliver advises on the new regulations
regarding spraying

The Acid Theory
Robert Laycock examines a theory which has been around
greenkeeping for a very long time indeed

Growth Industry
Scott MacCallum visits Amenity Technology, BIGGA's latest
Golden Key supporter
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Watermation 2000 will fit ANY brand
of sprinkler to ANY green on ARY golf
course ABSOLUTELY FREE!

All Major Brands Fitted Including:

TORO » RAINBIRD « HUNTER » NELSON

- Our own range of G.R. and G.N. SPRINKLERS are
also available along with the TW2. controller.

introductory price of just £2,999.00 - fully inclusive and installed.

Ay ’ . Watermation
d oy Jlr

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

A DIVISION OF

('}

GROUP PLC
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National recognition for BIGGA

BIGGA has achieved one of the
most prestigious and nationally
respected awards for business excel-
lence.

The Association has gained the
Investor in  People  National
Standard which recognises that the
Association  works actively  to
improve its performance by linking
the planned, efficient development
of employees to the achievement of
business objectives.

“That we achieved the Investors in
People Standard so quickly is a trib-
ute to the systems in place and the
quality of staff who operate them.
“lhc support of Board members has
also contributed to the assessors'
positive view of the Association. The

-

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

co-operation and enthusiasm of staff
in working towards the award has
been impressive and they are natu-
rally delighted at the outcome,” said
Executive Director Neil Thomas.

“I am proud that BIGGA has
achieved this award and the mem-
bers should be delighted that they
have such an efficient and effective
staff,” he added

BIGGA's success was also recog-
nised by North Yorkshire Training
and Enterprise Council.

“Investors in People has been
designed by some of the best busi-

sses in the country and by
achieving recognition the British and
International  Golf  Greenkeepers
Association has shown itself o be
among the best,” said Bill Johnstone,
Head of Business Services.

“Investors in People help business-
es to be more efficient, give better
customer service and as a result be
more profitable,” he added.

The achievement will be marked
by the presentation of a plaque
which will be displayed in BIGGA
HOUSE.

BIGGA/GCSAI: Joint statement

As a result of a meeting
held on 25 March 1999 at
Portmarnock Golf Club,
Dublin, the following
statement has been
agreed.

Those in attendance
were: BIGGA - Gordon
Child, Elliott Small, Neil
Thomas. GCSAI - lain
Ritchie, Joe Bedford,
Tracy Coburn

Objective

For the two associations to com-
municate and work together for
the benefit of their members and
the greenkeeping profession.

The GCSAL is to remain as the
main association in the Republic
of Ireland giving representation
for superintendents, assistants,
greenkeepers and apprentices.

Superintendents / greenkeepers
in Northern Ireland will continue
to have the choice of which associ-
ation they wish to join and the
GCSAI and BIGGA are to encour-
age membership of both.

If membership numbers suffice,
the GCSAI may arrange outings,
educational events for its members
in Northern Ireland and will liaise
with BIGGA to avoid duplication
and clashes of date.

Members of BIGGA in the
Republic of Ireland and Northern
[reland are to be invited to GCSAI
conferences, seminars etc. BIGGA
will likewise reciprocate in
Northern Ireland.

Both associations are commit-
ted to remaining open and
friendly as well as to communi-
cating regularly.

STRI schedules two new courses on turf culture

In a break with tradition, STRI is
replacing its annual five day residen-
tial training programmes on turf
culture for greenkeepers and ground
staff with two new courses.

Both courses are scheduled for the
Autumn at STRI headquarters in
Bingley:

November 15 - 19 “Your Passport to
Perfect Courses” for golf greenkeep-
ers, Course Managers and trade and
November 22 - 26 “Your Passport to
Perfect Pitches and Playing Surfaces”
for grounds management, including

fine turf surfaces, and trade.

The structure of these training pro-
grammes allows the delegates much
greater flexibility in juggling both their
time away from work and costs.

The two training courses each consist
of five consecutive one day specialist
Courses,

Delegates have the choice of attend-
ing one or more of the one day courses,
relevant to their specific needs.

A range of optional accommodation
packages are available for those wish-
g to stop over in Bingley, with

substantial discounts for multiple
hookings.

Each training day is split into two
distinct sessions. The morning ses-
sion, presented by STRI research
staff, covers facts and up to date infor-
mation on the latest trends and
current thinking.

The afternoon session presented by
the STRI agronomy and Consultancy
team, concentrates on “putting
research into practice”, with the focus
on rmdicnl implementation for par-
ticular playing surfaces.

BIGGA mounties
friendship with
GCSAC

Gordon Child joins
Dean Piller, President
of the Golf Course
Superintendents
Association of
Canada, in a flag
waving exercise prior
to the banquet at the
GCSAC Conference
and Show in Toronto

Sisis’ US base
heads for the
Deep South

SISIS Inc is relocating its
American-base from Florida to
South Carolina, following the com-
pany's successful piloting of a
range of maintenance machinery
for use on sports grounds and golf
courses.

SISIS Inc is relocating to premis-
es at Clemson University, within
the Madren Conference Centre
and Walker Golf Course complex.
There will be a Distribution L’nit
and Admin. Office initially man-
aged by lan Camp, General Sales
Manager of the parent company
SISIS Equipment Ltd.

Although initially concentrating
on the states of Tennessee,
Kentucky, Georgia, N & S Carolina
and Florida, to ensure a high stan-
dard of support and after-sales
service, SISIS is happy to deal with
customers throughout the United
States.

Free CD-Rom
from Kubota

Kubota is using the second issue
of its Owners Club magazine to
launch a free CD-Rom entitled
‘Kubota - Putting people first'.

Attached to the front cover of the
magazine, the CD-Rom uses pic-
tures, graphics and commentary to
describe J(uhmu's worldwide envi-
ronmental policy before moving on
to focus on the company's d(‘\\ﬁup
ment, new products, services and
the customer support.

Suitable for playing on a PC or an
Apple Macintosh computer, the
CD-Rom presentation runs for 14
minutes.

The magazine, with CD-Rom
attached, is being mailed to all reg-
istered members of the Kubota
Owners Club. Membership of the
club is available free of charge to all
new and existing owners of any
Kubota product.

2nd BIGGA
Golf Directory

It is intended that the second
edition of the BIGGA Golf
Directory will include BIGGA
member information in addition to
the trade information on which the
first Directory concentrated.

The proposed format would
involve members’ names being
listed under their golf club address
and telephone number.

Anyone who does not wish to be
included in the Directory in such a
fashion should contact BIGGA
HOUSE Tel: 01347 833800.
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Career move
for Chris Pye

Dow AgroSciences  Specialty
Products has appointed Chris Pye
as Sales Manager for UK and Eire.
He will be responsible for sales to
key distributors of all the compa-
ny’'s turf, ornamental, amenity and
vegetation management products.

Chris has extensive experience in
the amenity sports turf, crop pro-
tection and public health sectors.
On leaving university, his first post
was with the STRI at Bingley. He
comes to Dow AgroSciences follow-
ing five years in the public health
sector with a major distributor.

A keen golfer in his spare time,
Chris is a member of Woolley Park
Golf Club, Barnsley. He is married
with two children and lives near
Wakefield.

John Thomas

John Thomas (46) of Lansdowne
GC, Bath, had died following a short
illness. He leaves a wife, Carol, and
two sons as well as a son and daugh-
ter from a previous marriage.

Contact us

You can contact The British
and International Golf
Greenkeepers Association
in any number of ways:

Post: BIGGA HOUSE,
Aldwark, Alne, York,
YO61 1UF

Tel: 01347 833800
Fax: 01347 833801
E-mail: reception@bigga.co.uk

Internet: www.bigga.org.uk
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Celtic Manor promotion for Jim

The Celtic Manor Resort near
Newport, which is mounting a bid
to stage golf’s premier event in
2009, has appointed Jim McKenzie
to the new post of Director of Golf
and Courses Management.

The 36 year-old from Helensburgh
moves up to the wide ranging posi-
tion after being in charge of estate
management and overseeing the
development of three courses in six
years.

The latest is the 7,450 yard, par-
72 Wentwood Hills course, which
will be officially opened on May 17
by the resort’s touring professional,
lan Woosnam, and Ryder Cup
Captain Mark James.

“I have no qualms as a Scotsman
in saying that this is a world class
venue,” said Jim.

“Wentwood Hills has been special-
ly designed for matchplay and to
cater for large crowds. It's ideal for
the Ryder Cup.”

When Jim arrived at The Celtic
Manor in 1993, from his previous
»osition of Head Greenkeeper of
k\'cm\\'()rlh's West Course work had
only just begun on the resort’s first
course.

“I recognised The Celtic Manor's
potential even in the early days,” he
said.

“I knew it was going to be some-
thing special and felt [ couldn’t turn
down the chance to be involved in
creating three superb courses on one
site. The only people who now ask
me why | left Wentworth are those
who haven't been here.”

In his new role, Jim will continue
to guide the work of The Celtic
Manor’s grounds maintenance team,
while also heading a golf operation
with an ambitious programme of
events.

“We're very proud of what we've
achieved here, and we want to take it

further. The next stage is to host a
European Tour event, the icing on
the cake would be the Ryder Cup.”

The Celtic Manor's Resort
Director, Robert Church, believes
Jim is ideal for his new role.

“His quiet and unassuming com-
setence and his passion for golf
Im\'c earned him enormous respect
throughout the industry. He has
already accomplished great things
over llu‘ last six years, crowned h)‘
the successful  completion of
Wentwood Hills: We're confident

he can now carry forward that
work on a wider basis and bring vet
more success to The Celtic Manor.”

The Celtic Manor's other two
courses are; Roman Road (par-69,
7,001, opened 1995) and Coldra

Woods (par-59, 4,000 vards,
opened 1996).
The Celtic Manor's new hotel

and conference centre is due to
open this summer, giving the
1,400-acre resort 400 luxury rooms
and an [|.800-seater conference
venue,

Textron to supply PGA European Tour

Textron Turf Care and Specialty
Products has signed a new agree-
ment with the European Tour as
official suppliers of turfcare equip-
ment to the Tour.

The deal, which was completed
recently at Wentworth, means that
Textron equipment will be used at
Tour venues when additional
machines are required in the impor-
tant two-week run-up to the
competitions,

The Textron stable of machines
includes the world famous names
Ransomes, Jacobsen, Cushman,
Ryan, E-Z-GO and Iseki-which have
become renowned in the golfing
world for quality, adaptability and
reliability. The products used on the
courses will cover the whole range
from tractor gang mowers and the
popular walk-behind motor mowers
such as the Jacobsen Greens King
whose name has become synony-
mous with top green care, through
to aerators and Groom Masters.

Textron's Richard Bishop with David Garland, Director of Tour Operations

“Textron is a top name in turf care
with a range of products which is
second to none. \k"c are delighted to
have them on-board again as an
official supplier to the tour and we

look forward to working closely
with them all over Europe,” said
Richard Stillwell, of the Tour, who is
responsible for ensuring the good
condition of all courses.
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Toro purch

I'he Toro Company has completed
its purchase of Multi-Core Aerators
Limited, the British manufacturer of
large turf aeration equipment.

The three aerators in the Multi-
Core range are now being sold and
serviced in the UK by Toro
Commercial Products’ distributor
Lely UK and its national network of
dealers and service centres.

Toro says the acquisition brings a
high-quality product into its full
range of turf maintenance machin-
ery and greatly enhances its aeration
range with equipment that has an
immediate appeal to its own cus-
tomers.

“These are proven products with a
high reputation and we are delight-
ed to have them join our stable.
They shall continue to be made in
Britain, and with immediate effect
all sales, spares, repairs and service
are now through our Lely opera-
tion,” said Pete Mansfield, Toro
General Manager at distributor Lely
UK.

All three large units in the Multi-
Core range are mounted to a
compact tractor by way of a three-
point linkage for fast, optimum core
aeration. They are lightweight for
use on sensitive turf areas such as
fairways, tees and greens, as well as
sports pitches, and come in working
widths of 101, 152 and 203cm
(40,60 and 80in respectively).

ase Multi-Core

‘“"'-Z{:"%

el

Changes will be made during the
summer to the aeration tine hold-
ers so that all tines supplied both
by Toro and Multi-Core become
interchangeable. Completing the
Toro aeration range are its existing
Fairway Aerator, which is a towed
PTO-driven heavy-duty machine
for high-quality aeration of large

areas which can cover up to 1.5
acres an hour; the productive and
durable  walk-behind  Greens
Aerator covering up to 1,208sq m
an hour; and the trailed or mount-
ed Turf Aerators, which can be
fitted with open or closed tines or
slicing blades and operate at
speeds up to 10mph.

New role for Richard at John Deere

John Deere Credit Limited has
appointed Richard Kinsey as the
company's new Commercial &
Consumer Equipment  Finance
Manager in the UK.

Richard was previously with FAF,
where he handled both groundscare
and  agricultural  finance in
Lancashire and Cheshire for two
years, after a one year spell in direct
sales.

His new role will be to liaise with
dealers in developing John Deere
Credit's business with golf clubs,
local authorities and contractors,
particularly in asset management

Royal Inverdivot GC.

and contract hire services, and co-
ordinate the activities of the existing
team of area managers and brokers.

John Deere Credit has also
announced a number of changes
designed to further improve its ser-
VICe Lo customers.

An additional 36 new staff mem-
bers have been trained and now
provide extra support in essential
areas of the business. These include
the operations division, which is
responsible for customer care and
new business, and direct sales,
which is responsible for customer
and dealer enquiries.

by Tony Husband
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Jayne plans a
northern trip

Barenbrug UK has appointed
Jayne Leyland to take over as Area
Sales Manager (North), covering
Scotland and the north of England.
Originally hailing from Cheshire,
Jayne is 'lo()king forward to return-
ing to her roots with the challenge of
this prestigious role.

Jayne was appointed thanks to her
greenkeeping experience, at such
courses as The Belfry and East
Sussex National. Most recently, she
was Assistant Course Manager at
Chart Hills Golf Club, Kent. Indeed,
Jayne has been very busy since grad-
uating from Reascheath College
with a HND in Horticulture (Golf
Course Management) in 1995.

She has worked in the USA and
Austria and has helped pn‘rurc
courses for PGA European Tour
events. She is also a GTC approved
32/33 Industrial Assessor.

H,O acquire
Watermation

Watermation has recently under-
gone some major changes which will
allow it to move into the new mil-
lennium. Watermation 2000 has
been acquired by the H20 Group
PLC.

H20 has been established for over
10 years and is a leading company in
the field of domestic, commercial
landscape and sports irrigation and
the .'ul(!ixion of Watermation 2000
will enable the Group to turn its
attention to the golf market.

A number of key staff have moved
with the new business, including
design, installation and mainte-
nance engineers.

The company will offer full design
and installation packages, spares
and maintenance and the contract-
ing side has already secured
contracts from Royal Porthcawl, and
Hankley Common as well as the
Millennium Stadium in Cardiff.

“The addition of Watermation
into the Group will reinforce our
strategy of expansion in all areas of
the irrigation industry. The
Watermation name and technical
staff are recognised throughout the
golf industry and we aim to build on
these strengths,” said Richard Allan,
Chairman of the H20 Group.
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Slap on the
suncream!

Outdoor workers are at high risk
of sun damage and skin cancer
because of their long-term exposure
to ultraviolet radiation. Yet until
now little information has been
available to help employers protect
outdoor workers, who can be hard
to reach with health advice.

Therefore together with the
Health Education Authority and
support from the Health & Safety
Executive, East Surrey Health
Authority has produced a compre-
hensive  training  pack  for
addressing sun safety in the work-
place.

The pack enables organisations to
run and evaluate workshops to
raise staff awareness of the dangers,
and identify protection measures
that are acceptable and practical for
the workplace.

It is easy to use and can be
followed either step-by-step, or
adapted by more experienced train-
ers. It contains all the materials vou
need including: overheads, hand-
outs, a case study video,
background notes on skin cancer
and addresses of sun protection
suppliers.

With a growing body of scientific
evidence on the dangers of sun
exposure, both in the short term
with sunburn and long term dam-
age leading to skin cancer,
employers cannot afford to ignore
this health and safety issue.

Further information can be
obtained from East Surrey Health
Authority Tel: 01372 731013,

Latin Lessons

In our article on Velvet Bents last
month we inadvertently titled the
article Argostis capillaris. This is, of
course, (almost) the Latin name for
browntop bents, British Seed Houses
would therefore like us to make clear
that the Latin name for Velvet Bent
is in fact Agrostis canina.

Humanum est errare, as they once
said on the Roman fairways!

Translation? To err is human.
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Wonderful Walton Heath!

The rain had stopped a few days
earlier. The course was beginning to
dry out. The sponsors were there in
force and so were the Greenkeepers
and their guests. Yes, everything was
set fair for what had all the ingredi-
ents for a great day's golf, and a
great day it turned out to be too.

Each year we are inclined to take
for granted that we are to be pre-
sented with a golf course in
magnificent condition, whether we
are just recovering from a freezing
winter, a dry winter or, the case this
vear, an extremely wet one, This
year was no exception, Clive Osgood
and his Staff once again produced a
miracle on what was a few days ear-
lier a very wet and soggy piece of
heathland.

But it is not just because of Clive
and his Staff that we have such a
great day at Walton Heath. All the
staff from the Secretary, Nick
Lomas, and the girls in the office
through to the sur and Catering
Staff seem to go out of their way to
make sure that we have an enjoyable
and our thanks are very much due
to them for such a great effort.

One of the traditions of the
‘Gentlemen’s Evening’ is that Alan
Stow, Vitax, and Dennis Smith,
Rigby Taylor, act as unpaid starters.
This year was no exception and
armed with waterproofs and warm
clothing they set off for the Ist tee.
The weather, however, was very
kind and apart from an attempt at
rain around Ilam the day got
warmer and warmer and Alan and
Dennis removed more and more
clothes.

[t was also nice to see Chris Allen,
late of Lewes GC, who was serious-
ly ill a year or so ago, but thanks to
a Kidney donation from his son is
now fit and well and gradually get-
ting back to the 2 handicap that he
plaved off before his kidney failure.
Chris is now “doing the business”
for Sheerwater Leisure, one of the
day's sponsors. The others to whom
we are indebted were: Avoncrop
Amenity, CMW Ltd, Ernest Doe &
Sons Ltd, E & S Sports Grounds,
Farmura, Gem Professional, Grass
Roots Trading Co, H. Pattisson Co

Ltd, Rhone Poulenc, Righy Taylor
Ltd,Rolawn (Turf Growers) Ltd, The
Scotts Co, (UK) Ltd, John Shaw
(Machinery) Ltd., Sherriff Amenity
Services Ltd, Sisis Ltd, and Vitax
Ltd.

The Winners were 0-9. Category
Kenny Mackay; 10-18. Stefan

Antolik, Cooden Beach; 19-24.
Tony Bremer, Gatton Manor;

Guests and Trade - Mark Day,
CMW; Rigby Taylor - Nearest-the-
Pin 7th. Barry Bell; 1lth. Alec
McIndoe, Stockley Park; 17th.
Mark Harvey, Epsom; Sisis Putting
Competition - Mervyn Downing,
Aldenham.

The Combined Score of
Greenkeeper Playing with Club
Official was won by Mervyn
Downing and Fred Hague, of
Aldenham GC, who both received a
delightful Waterford Crystal Clock.
All'in all, a great day.

Derek Farrington

Above: Alan Stow and Dennis Smith

Below: BIGGA Chairman, Gordon
Child shows a touch of class as he
tees off

Master Greenkeeper gains promotion

John Quinn, a BIGGA Master
Greenkeeper, has been promoted to
Director of Golf l)cvc‘upnwms at
Elmwood College and will manage
all of the college’s sportsturf related
commercial developments under
the name of Elmwood Golf
Developments.

John was previously the Course
Manager at the recently opened 18
hole course in Cupar, uml oversaw
the construction and growing in of
the course.

“Among the future developments
planned are a feasibility study into
golf academy for aspiring 'mef
golfers and the provision of consul-

tancy and contracting services for
the sportsturf industry.” said John

“Research facilities are enyisaged
in the future. The Elmwood name
is synonymous with quality green-
keeper and Course Manager
training and we now intend to nﬁ'cr
our expertise to the wider sports-
turf industry.”

Elmwood Golf Developments has
been set up to manage and expand
its golf rcl.'ucd commercial activi-
ties and will provide services to all
aspects of the golf industry.

With a contracting machinery
Aeet and fully tminc«i" greenkeeper
staff they will offer services includ-

ing hollow tining, turfing, sceding,
top dressing, fertiliser application,
pesticide application, verti-draining,
spiking, scarifying and mowing.

Full sportsturf consultancy ser-
vices will also be offered and
include providing full advisory ser-
vices in the following areas: annual
maintenance plans, maintenance
budget planning, machinery evalu-
ation and selection, materials
advice, design advice, project man-
agement,  agronomic  advice,
management plans, construction
slwcil{}miuns. materials specifica-
tion and conservation and
ecological management
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Educatio

up

This month sees the deadlines for
entry to three of BIGGAs major
mmpcmmns The TORO Award
for Greenkeeping Excellence and
Student Greenkeeper of the Year
Competitions, which have an entry
deadline of May 28, and the
BIGGA Golf Environment
Competition, in association with
Amazone Ground Care and The
Grass Roots Trading Company,
which has an entry deadline of
May 3 ;

Make sure that your entry is sent
to BIGGA HQ by the closing date.

The TORO Award for
Greenkeeping Excellence

The search to find the 1999 win-
ner for the TORO Award for
Greenkeeping Excellence is hotting
up. You still ta\'c time to nominate
your choice, however, as entries
need to be at BIGGA HQ by May
28, you need to make sure that
your nomination is in the post
today.

Does your Head Greenkeeper
deserve to be recognised for his
efforts? Does your club want to win
a TORO 3000 series triplex
mower? Do you want to visit the
GCSAA show in New Orleans and
the TORO factories in Minneapolis
and California in February 2000
for free? If the answer to any of the
above is “yes” then fll in and
return an official entry form or tele-

hone Ken or Sami on 01347
833800. Remember, this competi-
tion is open to all Head
Greenkeepers/Course  Managers.
Initial judging, to select up to eight
finalists will take place during
June/July, by a panel of experi-
enced, retired Head Greenkeepers,
led by Walter Woods. The National
Final will be held at BIGGA
HOUSE on 24/25 October.
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Deadlines for three of BIGGA's major competitions are looming.
BIGGA's Education & Training Manager, Ken Richardson counts
them down, and also previews a new competition...

TORO Student of the Year
Entries for the TORO Student of
the Year competition need to be at
Aldwark Manor by May
Regional judging will take pl.uu
during the week commencing July
26 when a panel of three judges will
select up to eight national finalists.
The National Final will will be held
in Harrogate on October 24/25
alongside the The TORO Award for
Greenkeeping Excellence Final.
Make sure that your college or
training provider submits an entry
for this prestigious competition and
you could win l{u TORO
Scholarship for 1999, attending the
University of Massachusetts for a
six weeks turf management course
as well as visiting the TORO facto-
ries in Minneapolis and California.

The BIGGA Golf
Environment Competition
This year, 1999, sees, the Grass
Roots Trading Company, joining
Amazone Ground Care and BIGG/
in sponsoring the BIGGA Golf
Environment Competition. Golf
clubs throughout Great Britain are
beginning to see the benefits of
entering, which at the very least
can give your club a detailed envi-
ronmental survey and action plan,
However, if you win then your club
could receive the £5,000 hrst prize
and the added bonus of being
recognised as the top environmen-
tally managed golf course.
Complete your application form
today and send it to BIGGA HQ or
contact Ken or Sami for further
details.

The Learning Experience
2000

Planning is continuing for the
Learning Experience 2000, which
once again will be sponsored by

Textron Turf Care and Specialty
Products. With less than 270 days
to the Learning Experience week,
time is running short but there is
still chance for you to have an
input. Contact Sami or Ken at
BIGGA HOUSE with your ideas.

The Y2k Problem

What is it? Does it affect me?
What will it do? Watch out for
more details next month.

The BIGGA Essay
Competition 1999

Fhanks to a suggestion by our
Vice Chairman, Elliot Small, we are
reintroducing an essay competition
for greenkeepers. Full details ot the
competition will be published soon
but briefly:

The overall theme will be “The

Past, The Present and The Future”
ie to link with BTME 2000. The
original essays from a competition
run for Greenkeepers between
1912 and 1915 will enable us to
compare the past with the present
thoughts on greenkeeping issues
and to look to the future,

There will be three categories:
Head  Greenkeepers/  Course
Managers and deputies; Assistants
and Students aged 25 and over and
Assistants and Students aged under
25;

The entrants would be required to
write an essay of between 2000 and
2500 words long ie. five to six type
written pages. '

The Essay would be marked to an
agreed criteria by selected BIGGA
representatives,

'hw subject matter would be on
the lines of ‘Greenkeeping
Management Techniques for the
21st Century’.

The last day for entry would be
29 October 1999.

ate

The winners would be announced
in the January 2000 edition of
Greenkeeper International.

Presentations and readings of
essay extracts would be made at
BTME2000.

Winners of each category would
receive £500 with two runners up
in each category receiving £100.

A brochure would be published in
2000 of all the winning essays,
together with a number of the
essays from 1912 to 1915.

Get thinking and get sharpening
your pencils ready to submit your
entry in the Autumn.

Refund of Fees Scheme

The maximum refund that can be
claimed in any one year has been
increased to £250 from 29 March
1999. To be eligible, you must:

a. Be a member of BIGGA and
have been a member for at least
two years

b. Have paid your own fees and
be able to provide proof of pay-
ment,

c. Have completed a course or
component part of a course and
be able to provide proof of com-
pletion.

d. Not have had the course sub-
sidised by BIGGA.

e. Attend a relevant course to
your job as a greenkeeper.

If vou wish to claim then contact
BIGGA HQ for an application
form.

POATE UPDAT,




Successful Sheffield seminar

On the 16 March 1999 the Sheffield
Section of BIGGA held their first
Seminar for over 20 years. It was a big
success with over 100 people attend-
ing:

Our thanks go to our Trade
Members who sponsored the day,
namely, Aitkens, Cheshire Turf
Machinery, Course Care, Garbutts
International Ltd, Glenside Organics,
[rrigation Control, Mansfield Sand
Company Ltd, Multi Core Aerators
Ltd, Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd, Purdy's
Grass Machinery, Rigby Taylor Ltd

'

and Sisis Equipment Ltd.
Also many thanks to our spe: kers

David Golding, GTC, Bob Taylor,
STRI, Ken Ruhml\un. BIGGA,
Iracey Maddison, BIGGA, John

Coleman, Course Manager, Abbeydale
Golf Club and lan McPherson, Golf
Course Construction.

Finally, our grateful thanks to
Rotherham Golf Club for allowing us
to use their Club for the day.

Ron Ullathrone
Sheffield Section Secretary

Keep smiling, Sandy

T'his is just a short note to reassure
Sandy McDivot that not all greenkeep-
ers have lost their sense of humour. It is
blatantly obvious that the McDivot
series of articles are somewhat tongue
in cheek and therefore should be
enjoyed as a piece of light relief.

Carry on the good work, Sandy. As
for your critics, maybe a sense of
humour bypass would be an option.

Michael Poole,
Assistant Head Greenkeeper
Nevill GC, Kent. (Via e-mail)

LlMlTED SUPPLIES AVAILABLE

Lindum have very good quality

Greens Turf available with a 70% Bent
30% Fescue composition. . , :

Available as BAyrRoot ol
Washed Turf in
standard and
large rolls for rapid
rooting and compatibility.
Tel 01904 448675

1
o

o
LEVS

West Grange,

Thorganby. York YO4 6DJ Tel 01904 448675 Fax 01904 448713

Environment action for Golf Courses

Golf clubs across Europe can now
demonstrate their concern for the
environment by signing up to par-
ticipate in “"Committed to Green” a
campaign initiated by the European
Golf Association Ecology Unit.

Following a meeting of Ecology
Officers representing over 10
national golf federations, held at
Vilamoura, Portugal, in February,
details of the “Committed to
Green” certification process have
been finalised, and a common regis-
tration format agreed

“Committed to Green” is a volun-
tary Environmental Management
Programme, through which any
European golf club is eligible to seek
public recognition for demonstrat-
ing good environmental practice.
I'he recognition process involves
three stages of certification:
Registration; Intermediate Recog-
nition and Full Recognition

I'he three levels of certification
offer clubs an incentive to partici-
patec and then to follow the
successive \!(']\\ of the ]\rngx;unnu:

[o register — clubs need to com-
plete a registration form which gives
a profile of the club and its environ-
mental situation, and to provide a
copy of the club’s environmental
policy statement and a list of the
members of the club’s “Committed
to Green” Team

As clubs progress to subsequent
they will address different
environmental topics, including
nature conservation, water resource

stages,

management, integrated turfgrass
management and aspects dealing
with waste, energy efficiency, educa-
tion and communications.

Full “Committed to Green” recog-
nition will be based on a
comprehensive Environmental
Management Programme, in which
the candidate clubs clearly demon-
strate significant environmental
achievements.

[his is a long-term process, nor-
mally taking at least three years to
complete. Successful clubs will also
be expected to sustain their com-
mitment.

“The award of the ‘Committed to
Green' label will be a valuable form
or recognition, both for golf clubs
and eventually for other sport and
recreation facilities,” said David
Stubbs, Executive Director of the
EGA Ecology Unit.

“All fields of activity are these days
having to address environmental
questions, and it is good that golf is
taking a positive lead on this sub-
ject. The example set by golf should
have wide applications throughout
the Sport sector.

Since its launch in late 1997, the
“Committed to Green” programme
has attracted widespread interest
throughout the golf community,
and from leading environmental
organisations. The initiative has
been welcomed by the European
Commission, United Nations
Environment Programme and the
World Wide Fund for Nature.

advancing turf technology

To place an advertisement in the Recruitment Section,

1

call Cheryl or Jenny now on 01347 83
Greenkeeper
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Whatever the job, Iseki has
the Power of the Team

Iseki have a comprehensive range of compact tractors with the muscle

and manoeuvrability to take on any task.

From greenhouse to golf course, nurseries, stables, parks and gardens,
Iseki products offer economy, efficiency and long life, plus a variety of
accessory options designed for the job in hand.

Iseki products are available from the Textron UK dealer network
offering; the Power of the Team for sales, demonstrations, service

and spares.

For more information on ISEKI products phone 0500 026208

& [l [ |
TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Ad Ref 9
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RANSOMES * JACOBSEN * CUSHMAN +* RYAN ¢« E-Z-GO ¢+ ISEKI

Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG Telephone: (01473) 270000 Fax: (01473) 276300



Jim Arthur looks back to when he started
his career and shows that the advice he

gave then is just as relevant now...

o [Ke€ping it

S

Throughout more than 50 years of
olf course advisory work [ have stead-
E]stl_\' followed  the  principles
impressed on me at the start of my
advisory career by three remarkable
people, of whom more anon. They
taught me the time-proven and indis-
putable facts on which the basic
principles of greenkeeping have
depended since time immemorial.
These principles have not altered sim-
ply because they are based on the
needs of the fine textured ‘turf” grass-
es - fine fescues and bent (Agrostis) -
and these needs like the grasses have
never changed. One sees so
many passing fashions, hailed
as the newest and best ideas,
and none last more than a
decade, and when they do
conspicuously fail, their advo-
cates have already
shamelessly switched to the
latest gimmick. The most
important basis of my advice
is and always has been - keep
it simple and understandable.
Greenkeeping is more of an
art than a science.

Soil chemists, physicists, mycolo-
gists, soil analysts (particularly them!)
and all the other ists" are there to sup-
port, not to promote unproven
policies. Their worst crime is correct
observation, wrong deduction. The
work of the commercial element of

sports turf management is not to be
J:nigralcd provic in§ it is confined to
real improvements. Sadly, especially in
the case of fertilisers, at times the
motivation seems to be to try to create
new markets by overselling. I have
maintained for more years than I care
to remember, that golf clubs should
buy very little fertiliser (and then
nitrogen-only). Furthermore, clubs
shnu&i order only what they need and
should resist being pressurised into
excessive purchasing.

Yet we still see case after case of gross
over-feeding with inorganic fertilisers -

If you are presented with
techno-babble, demand
that the perpetrator

explains in simple terms - The
nine out of ten cannot.

one case this year relates to a new
course where no less than three mas-
sive complete fertiliser applications
had been given by mid March!,
because the first two “didn’t work”.
This chase after colour cannot be too
highly condemned. We play golf on

TEXTRON

TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

“The Learning Experience”

le

fine turf not colour and traditional
greenkeeping as well as %iving better
playing surfaces is so much cheaper!
0 return to my mentors, my intro-
duction to grasses was in 1938 when
my professor, a doughty Scot and a
golfer of course, while concentrating
on agricultural grasses, explained that
all the rest were still worth studying, as
quite apart from being valued con-
stituents of golf course turf, they were
very useful indicators of soil fertility, or
the reverse, — even if farmers did
regard them as weeds! He started my
enthusiasm for grasses, which is still
with me. Then came five
years in the Army and
my close contact with
turf on occasions had
nothing to do with study-
ing  botany  but
everything to do with
survival!
philosophies
taught me by two
remarkable men when 1
joined ‘the Research
Station” at Bingley just
after the war are simple,
indisputable and unchanging. I do not
understand why I am regarded as
“invariably controversial”, though Sir
Michael Bonallack kindly qualifies
this comment in his prct]acc to
Practical Greenkeeping adding “but
infuriatingly nearly always right”.
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o Keeping it

Simp

Jim Arthur

After all I am merely echoing the
tenets of sound traditional green-
keeping which were old fashioned
when I was first taught them 53 years
ago. My mentor was Richard Libbey,
the senior advisor, who was a botanist
of international renown. When [ was
first appointed, their Director gave
me three pieces of advice. First, my

re-war agricultural degree was use-
ess and I had to reverse everything |
had been taught on the principle of
“ask a farmer what to do and go and
do the opposite”. Secondly, I was told
to stick to grass and avoid architec-
ture as “1 would never be a good
enough golfer to rank with the best
and my agronomic advice could be
compromised”, Thirdly, (and even on
a short acquaintance he realised it
would be a severe hardship), “T was to
go round for the first year being
trained by Richard and I was to keep
my mouth shut and my ears open.”

ng advisory tours with Richard
gave me a wonderful education -
peering, probing and digging into turf

| have maintained for more
years than | care to remember,

that golf clubs should buy
very little fertiliser
(and then nitrogen-only)
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by day and listening and discussing
what we had seen in small, inexpen-
sive (but licensed!) hostelries in the
evenings. It was an unrivalled way of
learning about grasses - and weeds,
pests and diseases - as well as people
- based on botany not chemistry. It
was Richard who taught me, with
proof, that golfing turf never needs
phosphates in fertiliser form and
roved it, though we had many dif-
erences of opmion with Bingley's
Director and its soil chemist.

Our courses also have to
stand up to heavy play and
picture-postcard Augusta is

probably the most under-
played course in the world

The other person, also a Scot,
was Frank Smith - Superintendent
of the Bingley plots, previously
Head Greenkeeper at Cruden Bay,
which was bc}ore the war the
Gleneagles of North Scotland. His

uiet advice and helpful practical
tips were invaluable to me - and to
many Bingley advisers who came
after me - and stopped me from
many beginner’s mistakes. It was
he who said, “Listen to the head
man, but if he isn't talking, find
out why, for without him on your
side you and the Club are wasting
your time and their money.” '

| have always tried to make a per-
sonal friend of my ‘oppo’ in the
team, not just for politic reasons
but for shared enthusiasms and
many of the friendships of those
days have survived ‘retirement’
and many is the welcome call I still
receive from such elder statesmen.

However, | found that even the
most died-in-the-wool, ‘feed and
water' enthusiasts have nearly
always special interests in which |
could share - botanical or ornitho-
logical in many cases - and once
that mutual interest was shared we
could develop amicable discussions
and then agreement on greenkeep-

inF principles.

have always tried never to act as
a surrogate Head Greenkeeper,
although in the run-up to
Turnberry's first Open and in the
absence of trained staff, 1 had to
uide on the basis of monthly vis-
its for three years a dear old friend,
Jim McCubbin, We made a good
team and the results iusliﬁe(f the
means, backed generously by both

cash and faith on the part of
British [ransport otels’
Directors.

I have not got the space to cover
these time-honoured basic princi-
ples in detail, but if anyone is
anxious to learn then | suggest get-
ting hold of a copy of Practical
Greenkeeping - commissioned by
the R&A and representing the

knowledge of many acknowledged
experts in their specialised work.

Xlelematively send for a 28-page
folder of relevant articles and refer-
ences which can be obtained (as
can the book) from BIGGA
HOUSE, for the princely sum of
£2.50 to cover postage.

The basic principles of tradi-
tional greenkeeping hinge on
copying the conditions in those
areas where bents and fescues
naturally dominate the turf.

Such areas are so diverse and
seem to have nothing in common,
yet there must be common factors.
Clearly it is nothing to do with
acidity or alkalinity as the same
grasses thrive equally on acid
moors and heathland as on alka-
line dunes and downland. It is
nothing to do with soil types
which range from extremely sandy
links and heaths, to heavy clays of
old parkland and neglected pas-
tures. It is nothing to do with soil
moisture; there can hardly be a
reater contrast between tidally

ooded meadows and arid sandy
links, yet the same species occur
on both.

A little ‘research’ shows that the
common factors are very low
‘chemical® fertility coupled with
free drainage and related absence of
compaction, encouraging deep
rooting species which are also our
finest textured grasses.

Alter these conditions, deliberate-
Iy or accidentally, by compaction or
fertiliser treatment, and the grasses
we want are penalised and in come
our old enemy, Poa annua. In brief,
the two main causes of its invasion
and dominance are inadequate or
too shallow aeration and ;Lm" all
phosphatic fertilisers. There is no
possible argument against this
tenet - with research references
oing back to 1913. Some fertiliser
%rms have accepted this for many
decades and sell an  8:0:0
organic/inorganic nitrogen-only mix
which is used by virtually all our
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best traditional courses - very spar-
ingly!

Even before the 1914-18 war, Poa
annua was synonymous with poorer
turf in the eyes of greenkeepers and
research scientists alike (Dr. Murray
1913). Today, however, there are too
many voices which excuse or even
praise this enemy Number One -
either claiming it is inevitable, or
because, as with Tour Professionals,
they never play in this country when
Poa is at its worst - and get present-
ed with tarted-up putting surfaces
for their big day - and never see or
care what happens to those greens a
few months (or weeks) later.

Let there be no question - annual
meadow grass is the source of 90% of
all greenkeeping problems and is an
extremely expensive grass o main-
tain, and is tolerable only in the peak
growing periods when its rapid
recovery from damage and in
response to fertilisers and water
make it possible to produce good if
slow putting conditions - for six to
seven months a year

I'he grasses which produce (on
much smaller budgets) good condi-
tions all year round for golf are the
bents and fescues. Therefore we need
to know how to encourage them,
Many greenkeepers over the years
have succeeded. It is therefore
depressing to hear speakers at semi-
nars either extolling its virtues or
saying Poa dominance is inevitable.
It is reprehensible because this
unquestionably is confusing to
younger greenkeepers, plagued as
they are by unqualified salesmen
some of whom, if told the truth,
would conveniently forget it to make
4 sale.

Equally depressing is the number of
greenkeepers at all levels who main-
tain that however wrong they may
be, their members (new golfers) have
to be given the nice and green lush
turf that attracted them to golf in the
first place the Augusta syndrome.
Such heretics forget that golf is an all
year round game (Augusta is open

perhaps four and a half months a
year). Our courses also have to stand
up to heavy play and rimnc-}mxl-
card Augusta is probably the most
underplayed course in the world.
Finally, the budget to produce such
visual ‘delights’" is enormous, with
money, manpower, machinery and
materials wildly beyond the means of
99.9% of U.K. courses.

Once you start on the \lip;x*l'y
slope, one cost leads to another.
Excessive fertilisers lead to increasing-
ly ineffective and hugely expensive
fungicidal treatments.  Our best
courses use minuscule amounts of
nitrogenous fertiliser and virtually no
fungicides. '

Above all else, we must combat the
insidious dual evils of mi\pl:u ed com-
mercialism and apathy. Those who
care for traditional standards tight
lies; plenty of run on the ball; firm,
fast greens - and abhor target golf,
must put their heads above the para-
pet. Do not be afraid of being
criticised; your reward will come,
though perhaps not in this world.

Stand up and be counted and join
the swelling ranks - both side of the
Atlantic - for the ‘bump and run
game’ and counter the ranks of mis-
placed commercialism - even those
most eloquent in favour of feeding
have not the slightest idea that they
are completely wrong. [

Do not let dodgy speakers get away
with misrepresentation, whether
caused by ignorance or cupidity.
Stand up and argue your case.
Demand more audience participation
time in seminars. Good speakers on
sound ground welcome such inter-
ventions - at least it shows that their
audiences have not been put to sleep.
Remember the speakers” adage;
“Repartee needs to be rehearsed”!

Fight for our traditions and rout the
target golf, summer-only school.

If you are presented with techno-
babble, demand that the perpetrator
explains in simple terms - nine out
of ten cannot. Do not spare the
miscreants!




Practical Golf Course Maintenance

THE MAGIC

of Greenkeeping

By Gordon Witteveen and Michael Bavier

Golf Lourse
Mainltenance

The Magic of Greenkeeping
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I was very fortunate to
attend a one day semi-
nar in 1997 called “The
Magic Of Greenkeeping”
Gordon & Michael gave.
An insightful & candid
portrayal of what ingre-
dients make a successful
superintendent,  deliv-
ered with great verve &
panache in a Morcombe
& Wise style of humour
ensuring those attending
did not nod off in the
process.

I can think of no
greater achievement for
any person who has ded-
icated their life to one
profession than to com-
municate their wealth of
experience through the
ublishing of a book.
k\'hm is a surprise is the
fact that they dedicate
this book to their Green
Chairmen. This in itself
speaks volumes of where
(]u‘ir personal  success
lies, not just in sound agronomy but in
communication with those g g()lhr\ on
the front line.

Through careful nurturing of their
contact with club members they
gained genuine xuprurl trust &
respect for their knowledge in the art
of greenkeeping. We all thrive in our
Yositions \\Lnn we are a valued mem-
lwr of the team which Gordon and
Michael certainly achieved. This book
goes into detail about all aspects of
turf management which, professional-
ly integrated, will lead to success in
this business of golf.

Its general aim is to give renewed
vigour and enthusiasm for a profession
which has countless pitfalls for those
who do not tread carefully. After the
last two winters we have endured we
can all do with an intellectual “pick
me up”. They cover the rudimentary
clements of greenkeeping, making this
book a sort of Lonely Planet guide for
greenkeepers, espousing what budding
or experienced greenkeepers really
need to know.

The emphasis on practical matters
in turf management is excellent. Any
greenkeeper will find something useful
within these pages. Practical experi-
ence is only gained through hard,
dedicated work. It takes several years
to accrue such skills, The best of these
is the “sixth sense” which prods the
mind into seeing some form of action
is required for the greenkeeping matter
at hand. This book goes a ng way to
exposing the important facets which
over time help to form this sixth sense.
The many common sense ideas will be
most interesting to those greenkeepers
or students with limited experience.

Items covered are clear, concise & of

great benefit to younger greenkeepers
studying for their N.V.Q Levels 2 & 3.
They often quote maintenance or
management techniques used by asso-
ciate Superintendents so a cross
reference of experience is succinctly
highlighted for your attention. Those
Course Managers with many years
experience will revel in the accuracy of
problem solving & more import antly -
prevention of the pitfalls & will no
doubt evaluate these against your own
pr.unul methodology. ~ Another
important area covered in detail
throughout the various sections of the

book is the restoration of turf from a
poor to healthy state with years of
good practical husbandry coming to
the fore.

In case you are concerned that this
book, written by two American/
Canadian Superintendents, will only
be wuseful to American sx\k
Greenkeeping - forget it! This is a
foray into ,Jnlml greenkeeping skills
and there is plenty here for the
European glrancqwn I'his book is a
fine addition to any turf managers
library. It should be read by all those
secking new ideas or to support &
salute other superintendents achieve-
ments on ways in which this
increasingly complex and competitive
world of golf can be nurtured with
stress-free success

Sleeping Bear Press, Michigan,
1998, ISBN: 1-57504-047-6.
254pp - b/w Photos, Hardback.

Book reviewed by David
Winterton. O.N.D, C.M.S. M.G
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Keeping turf in good condition can be more demanding than the Slow and controlled release nutrition is available from the Sierra range.

toughest course. Scotts is here to help, with one of the widest range of Sierraform® slow release fertilizer comes in six different analyses and is particularly

turf care products on the market. For regular feeding of fine turf
look no further than Greenmaster®, With ten granular and five

liquid formulations to choose from you can exactly match your

sward's requirement whether it be for a balanced feed, a

high K product, added trace elements or a special tonic.

suitable for sand-based greens whilst Sierrablen® controlled release
fertilizer is the ideal choice to save you time and work as one application
will feed your turf all season. For more information about
these fertilizers or any other Scotts products talk to your local Area

The Scolts D{ﬂ’erence’ Sales Manager or call 01473 830492.

The Scotts Company is the leader in research, manufacturing and marketing of products for professional turf care,
ornamental horticulture, field and vegetable production and domestic use. From bases in the U.S.A. and Europe,
Scotts sells its products in more than 50 countries worldwide.

Always read the label. Use pest

s safely. Daconil Turf contains chlorothalonil. Greenshield contains chlorothalonil and carbendazim.

Intrepid contains dicamba, dichlorprop and MCPA. Maraud contains chlorpyrifos, Shortcut contains trinexapac-ethyl. Tritox contains MCPA, mecoprop-P and dicamba. Turfclear contains carbendazim

Scotts UK Professional, Paper Mill Lane,

Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 4BZ. Tel: 01473 830492 Fax: 01473 830386

" Trade Marks of The Scotts Company or its affiliates
“The Scotts Company (UK) Ltd. 01-99
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More bite
from new
Harley

Glenmac's Harley Power Box
Rakes now feature a new roller
tooth tipped with pure carbide.
This tooth has five times the life of
the vanadium roller tooth which
greatly reduces down time and any
extended maintenance procedures.

Designed for use on all Harley
Power Rake models, the solid car-
bide teeth will take a bite out of the
toughest jobs for years to come.

For those already using a Harley
rake, an upgrade can be obtained,
and a new roller fitted with the new
teeth.

For further information Tel: 001
800/437-9779

Rainbird raise
performance

of EagleTM

RainBird has made new enhance-
ments to the EAGLETM Series of
closed-case, gear drive rotors. The
enhancements are designed to
boost the rotors’ performance, ser-
viceability and durability:

I'he 'Ii) \~Svl‘\'ix't‘;ll)|c R¢ »\'l\
ScreenTM ('IINR.\) and Replaceable
Valve Seat further enhances the ser-
viceability of the EAGLE Series of
rotors. This newly patented feature
offers the ability to remove the rock
screen and valve seat from the top
of the rotor, thus allowing for the
removal of debris during installa-
tion or due to build-up over time.

Additionally, since the valve seat
is integrated into the rock screen
design, it can be easily removed - if
it gets nicked or damaged - without
digging up the entire rotor case.

For further information Tel 001
800 984 2255.
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Stihl launch new
backpack brushcutter

Specially designed for ground
maintenance in inaccessible areas,
the new FR85 backpack brushcut-
ter from Andreas Stihl is ideal for
work on steep embankments, over-
grown slopes, in narrow ditches and
in confined areas.

Its low weight and reduced vibra-
tion levels, a newly developed
carrying frame and the flexible con-
nection between the power unit
and the shaft allow the operator to
work uphill without tiring. It can
be fitted with a variety of cutting
tools from nylon mowing heads to
brush knives, making it easy to cut

and clear grass, scrub, bushes and
saplings. Extra flexibility is offered
by the in that it can also be con-
verted into a telescopic pruner or
hedgetrimmer using one of several
new attachments now available.

All engine functions can be con-
trolled via the right-hand
multi-function handle, ensuring
that they are firmly under control
at all times.

The Stihl FR85 backpack brush-
cutter will retail at £395 ex VAT.

Further information or a free
brochure can be obtained by calling
Freephone 0800 137574, ~

Dynamax Inc, of Texas, USA, has
launched the TH20 Theta Moisture
Meter, to measure volumetric soil
moisture content. It combines ease
of use and accuracy with low cost,
to give access to precise soil mois-

ture data.

The probe is reliable, even in
saline soils, and its compact size
ance,

The sensor sends microwave sig-
nals and amplifies a reflected signal
dependent on the dielectric con-
stant (theta), a precise electronic

arameter for the volume of water
in soil (plus or minus 2% accuracy).

TH20 is simple to use: the probe
is inserted into the soil and when
pushing the button then the LCD
shows the volume of water in soil

means minimal soil distu

as a decimal value.

The palm-sized, battery powered,
display device provides instanta-
neous readings for mineral or
organic soils, which may be select-
ed by a slide switch on the front

panel.

For further information Tel: 001

281 564 5100

Greens
Groomer
sweeps up

The new Greensward
Engineering 6 wide Greens
Groomer attachment quickly fits
behind almost any power unit
and will handle a wide range of
greens maintenance tasks.

It can be used for regular brush-
ing and grooming to stand up the
grass before mowing and to con-
trol grain, and is also
exceptionally effective for rub-
bing in topdressing due to its
patented multi brush design
which moves the sand three ways
to gently rub it in and fill aera-
tion holes without scuffing or
bruising the turf.

It can even be fitted directly
behind a truckster mounted top-
dresser to apply and rub in
topdressing in a single pass.

/k 17" wide triple gang version is
ideal for brushing fairways to
remove worm casts and dew for
improved early morning play.

For further information Tel:
0113 267 6000.




‘Tailor-made’ Pro-Tee golf
signs from Links Leisure

ILFRACOMBE GOLF CLUB
COURSE
INFORMATION
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Links Leisure, has extended its
Pro-Tee range with the introduction
of a brand new series of wooden
course signs.

I'he new signs are the latest addi-
tion to a range of specially designed
products which already includes
accessories such as all-weather mats
and practice nets, plus an array of
course furniture such as tee markers,
litter bins, divot boxes and also golf
signs manufactured from various
materials.

Marketed under the trade name
“The Pro-Tee Collection”, the range
has become increasingly popular
with operators who realise the need
to provide on-course facilities such
as directional signs, hole informa-
tion, etc., but, at the same time,

: WINTER RULES ;

\

want to include a corporate identity
element for their -own particular
gn|l‘ course.

A major feature of the Pro-Tee
range is the fact that each product is
tailor-made in detail, style, and
colour to meet the individual
requirements of each golf course and
that many of the products can also
be used for sponsorship or advertis-
ing.

I'he new wooden golf signs - pro-
duced from either mahogany or oak
- follow the same pattern.
Individually produced, the range
includes entrance and finger post
signs, plus a choice of teemarkers
which can incorporate club and hole

For further information Tel: 01948
663002

New fertilisers

[wo new .\hllli_\_‘l’k'(‘ll controlled
release fertilisers have joined the
Greenpower range of specialist turf
products distributed by Headland
Amenity Products.

Known as Multigreen Fine, the fer-
tilisers have been developed by Haifa
Chemicals for turf which is cut
between 6mm and 10mm - for
example, close-mown golf tees,
approaches, surrounds, fairways and
cricket outfields. The small size of the
granules used minimises the quantity
taken up by mowers, and increases
coverage at low applications.

are mighty ‘fine’

Multigreen Fine 2545415 is for
spring and summer applications,
and 19410430 for autumn and
winter. Both have a five to six
month release period in the UK and
are sulphur-free, with nutrients
derived from potassium nitrate,
mono ammonium phosphate and
ured.

For close-cut turf such as golf

greens and  bowling  greens
Headland offers Multigreen Mini,
which has even smaller granules and
also provides up to six months’
nutrition from one application.

Upon reflection
There is no choice

Irrigation by
Irrigation
Engineers

HEAD OFFICE
SCOTLAND OFFICE

01460 241939
0131 220 2102
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TURF CARE APPROACH!

Maxicrop International Ltd, Weldon Road, Corby, Northants, NN17 5US, UK
Tel: 01536 402182 Fax: 01536 204254

Ad Ref 174
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The name Taylor is synonymous
with crime prevention but this

It must be a horrendous shock to open the

machinery shed one morning to find it bare
or looking like World War Three has started

on your doorstep. Theft and vandalism are
on the increase.

Not only is this very stressful, also it caus-
es considerable inconvenience. The grass
does not stop growing and you are still
expected to continue producing a quality-
playing surface. Police and insurance
companies have to be dealt with and if the
thieves or vandals are caught you may be
involved in the court case. A considerable
amount of time can be taken up dealing
with the police and insurance company
arranging the purchase of replacement
machinery. On top of this, the insurance
premiums will very likely escalate. If the
thieves are caught and the machinery
recovered then there is the question of

identification and proving it belongs to you.

time it is Roland and not
Shaw who is provndmg
the useful advice...

dows. Robbery is on t!l.
reports show that, boeauoo of
security, it has moved from banks R
other money outlets. In addition, violence
to staff has increased by 40%. ; -
This report demonstrates how im '

it is to protect equipment and make it as
difficult as possible for thieves or vandals

to get their hands on it.

Like everything else in this world, it costs
money and the size of the budget will
determine the level of security that can

be put in place.



stoppers

TA'BOVe:ApoI.

Below: Exa

¢ thing the thieves
s to have to spend oo
trying 1o remove equip-
increases the chances of
eing caught.

can often go missing, so
form of security is needed.
Again, there are purpose-built units
on the market lKal help to reduce
the risk of theft.

In the event of items being stolen
and then recovered, it is then up to
you o prove ownership. The
chances are that the serial numbers
and D tags will have been
removed, so something that con-
firms ownership will be required.
Technology has come up with a
solution in the form of an electron-
ic identification device that utilises
a micro-transponder. Each tag has
its own 10 character :nlph:ummcric
code that can be “read” by a scan-
ner via radio frequency. This code is
fed into a mainframe computer and
registered together with  make,

v, I}
SITESAFE

FUEL 1000

 store is being
here are compa-
specialise in

"p%hcm the overall structure of the
‘building is questionable from a
security point of view, then a possi-
bility "is to purchase interior
security units for storing smaller
items such as tools, chainsaws,
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machine model, the frame and
engine identification numbers and
details of the owner. In the event of
a picee of equipment being stolen,
incident details including crime ref-
erence, police station and officer
handling the case will be fed into
the computer.

The tags are very small and have
been designed to withstand vibra-
tion, electrical and  magnetic
interference as well as an acid
attack. They are unobtrusively
secured to the machine with two-
part epoxy adhesive. These systems
are accepted by Police and Customs
who have the equipment to read
the tags as well as access to the sup-
plier's main frame computer.

Another possibility worth consid-
ering, especially for triples, larger
machines and tractors, is a tracking
device. Up until now these have
been mainly used on cars and
plant. ,

They consist of a small homing,
device that is hidden on the
machine and emits a silent signal
that can be picked up by a police
car or hc\icnplcr and followed to its
exact location, For vehicles there
are two \)’\l('lll\ - retrieve and mon-
itoring. With retrieve, immediately




a vehicle goes missing it is reported
to the police and the operator’s net-
work. The device is then activated
and then can be tracked by the
police, With the monitoring system
the unit sends out a signal to the
network that it has been moved;
they contact the owner who imme-
diately informs the police and the
tracking control centre

Security does not just entail
ting lighting, cameras, locks and
other devices - there is also the
human element. Making sure things
that should be shut and locked are
It is no good having a sophisticated
svstem 1f the doors of the machin-
ery store are left wide open all day
or tools left in an open trailer for
|ull'_' ]\\'lhnl\

\ golf course is a big place to keep
a check on, so members 100 can
play  their  part by
strangers  wandering around or a

reporting

vehicle sighted where they are not
normally seen. 11 anything is spot-
ted that is out of the ordinary, it
should immediately be reported 1o
the police. Your local police can best
advise on how members and staft
can play their part in reducing the
criminals’ chances of committing i
Crin

A break-in, whether it involves
vandalism or theft of machinery,
affects everyone. A sound security
operation 1s made up of three

ATCAS-

Secure the buildings and
contents as much as possible.

Mark all the machinery and
equipment for identification

Encourage all club members and
staff to be vigilant and report
anything out of the ordinary.

No one should put themselves at
risk by getting directly involved or
‘having a go”. Contact the police so
they can take action

This is not a euarantee that a
crime will not be committed, but it
could make the thieves or vandals
think twice before going ahead with
their plans

TESAFE

VELAND

SITESAEE
LIMITED [

:
:

Now joining the established range of Kawasaki Brushcutters

MODULAR SYSTEMS

PAVILION WORKSHOP

For further informations
please contact:
Irvine Weston on Tel: 01427
Cleveland Sitesafe Lid. P:
Dunsdale, Guisborough,

Cleveland. TS14 6RQ.
Tel: 01642 475009 or Fax: 01642 471036.

are Hedge Trimmers, Water Pumps and a Leaf Blower.

powered by world-class Kawasaki engines. Engineered to deliver

the performance and reliability true professionals demand.

B4 POWER

Kawasaki PRODUCTS

Call free for a brochure

0800 500245

v¥S 19H PY
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The Facts

Bored with talk of biostimulants?

Confused about microbes

and mycorrhiza?

Whilst it's true that developments
in soil bacteria management

can help you with turf
management techniques,
picking out the important
information from so much
literature can be a chore.

A new booklet -
‘Biostimulants: Under the
Microscope’ is now
available, with information
from independent experts
from British universities,
expelling some of the myths
surrounding biostimulants,
soil bacteria and fungi.
For your free copy, call
0800 919187 today.

CALL 0800 919187 FOR YOUR FREE COPY




The Figures

“ Havmgapplied Blade for
" the past few. seasons, weliei ™
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Ad Ref 59

t's not very often we take something away  Of course they’ll do everything they did

from a product to improve it. But that’s before - and more. Both Supertox 30 and
exactly what we’ve done to new improved Clovotox have improved turf safety and
Clovotox and Supertox 30. Clovotox can now also be used to control

plantains and buttercups.
The active ingredient, mecoprop, has been

trimmed down and reformulated to create New improved Clovotox and Supertox 30,
new, super-efficient mecoprop-P. your lean, clean weed control machines.
@ RHONE-POULENC
AMENITY

Rhone-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119.
CLOVOTOX AND SUPERTOX 30 CONTAIN MECOPROP-P ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05354 & 09102)
CLOVOTOX AND SUPERTOX ARE TRADEMARKS OF RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD. © RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD 1998.
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North Cornwall is some distance from Fife but a
visit to Bude and North Cornwall Golf Club still
made Scott MacCallum a little home sick.

Beautiful ]

Arriving at Bude and North Cornwall Golf
Club I couldn’t help feeling that I'd been there
before. I knew I hadn’t but looking out from
the clubhouse at some of the pretty houses
that bordered the course it all looked very
familiar,

Then it clicked. It is almost the double for
some of the courses of the East Neuk of Fife,
just around the coast from St Andrews.

Yes, Bude would fit nicely alongside the likes
of Elie, Crail and Anstruther while, having its
clubhouse and several holes right in the mid-
dle of town, it is a distinction it shares with St
Andrews itself.

Yet, Bude is about 500 miles from Fife, and
there is little else in the surrounding country-
side to suggest any Scottish influences. The
answer may be in the man who extended the

course from its original nine holes to 18 in
1893. Tom Dunn was_a Scottish professional
who would undoubtedly have taken the Fife
influence on board when he saw the land he had
been commissioned to mould into a golf course.

It certainly gives Bude a feeling of golf as it was
intended to be plaved and Richard Whyman,
the Head Greenkeeper, is a man suited to ensue-
ing the best interests of the great game are
preserved, even when modern day pressures are
brought to bear.

These have involved course amendments when
the growth of the town has rendered some of the
holes dangerous as well as dealing with the inter-
mittent bouts of mindless vandalism.

“We are on an extremely small site, only about
100 acres, and our safety margins are very nar-
row,” explained Richard.
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Below: Richard with
the rest of the team

quality of cut.
while

efficient collection system.

GREENSMASTER®

LISTEN AND YOU’LL LEARN
WHAT MAKES THIS A SOUND P S

“The only safe way is to play to
the middle the whole time but when
vou get a big gust of wind the balls
fly,” he added, and a hour later when
walking the course you discover that
wind is not in short supply.

But like many courses of an earlier
vintage - it celebrated its centenary
in 1991 - it doesn’t rely on length to
protect its dignity.

“There are plenty of blind shots.
I'he 14th comes to mind
with a blind tee shot and
a blind second and it's
only 320 vyards. The
greens can be tough as
well with sever slopes
which means you've got
to take care to get the ball
on the right side of the
h()l\'.‘.

I'he increased need to
consider safety has affect-
ed the course however
and one hole that suf-
fered from the need to
play within the margins

3200 SERIES

was the 18th, a superb finishing hole
of 540 yards, which got the juices
running when a good card was all
but in and signed.

“You really had to get the tee shot
over the burn and then you'd be
home and dry but houses came into
play and balls would drift over,"
explained Richard, who has been at
Bude for 14 years

As a result the hole was altered as
was another, a short driveable par-4
which offered up dreams of birdies
and eagles but nightmares of 8s if
the tee shot landed on the road.

“We had to close it because we
couldn’t get insurance cover for the
hole. You'd hit a tee shot when it
was clear but by the time the ball
came down there would be cars
going along the road and in danger.”

I'he other problem brought about
by the growth of the popular surfing
centre has been the vandalism.

“It comes in phases. We can have
a period without any, and then a
spate when we'll have a problem.

lhey usually start ripping up the
greens around the hole because it's a
weak area,” revealed Richard, who
prior to arriving at Bude worked at
Saunton - a course, he still regards
very highly, and Lee-on-the-Solent,
where he played golf with a 14 year-
old Steven Richardson

“They just dig away with the flag
and there is obviously a lot of effort
involved. They also dig out the cup
and chuck it away. Another of their
favourite tricks is to get hold of the
top of the flag stick and bend it
down as far as it will go which will
force the bottom of the cup up
through the surface.”

T'he club get through at least a set
of flag pins a year and it has meant
Richard and his two full time and
one part-time stafl showing ingenu-
ity when it comes to cutting costs.

“We make our own tee markers as
we get through about 72 of them a
year. We use down pipe, filled with
concrete, put nails in and paint
them.

INVESTMENT

Low noise, high power and precision cutting make Toro’s Greensmaster
3200 the complete solution for greenkeepers looking for perfection.

With carefully selected petrol or diesel engines which are high on power
yet low on sound, this exceptionally quiet ride-on greens
mower boasts a unique, unrivalled cutting system to give superb

Its responsive cutting system prevents sliding and scuffing on turns,
floating cutting units give enhanced ground contour
following and a precision cut, further enhanced by a highly

Toro also offers a range of different width pedestrian greens mowers to
suit all fine turf cutting requirements for golf and other sports.
For a sound investment, trust Toro. Simply telephone 01480 476971
and we'll arrange for a local dealer to contact you.

TORO.

TOTAL SOLUTIONS

TORO distributed by: Lely (UK) Limited, Station Road, St Neots, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH
Tel: 01480 476971 Fax: 01480 216167 E-mail: toro.salesglely.co.uk

Lely Ireland Limited, 6 Airton Close, Tallaght, Dublin 24,
Tel: 00 353 1 459 3314 Fax: 00 353 1 459 3320 E-mail: infoglely.ie
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“If “If we didn't get vandalised we
“would certainly look to improve the
quality of our course furniture but
it’s really not worth it.”

Working with such a small team
ensures that no job is too big or too
small for any member and the Bude
staff - of Jason Chidley, Andrew
Pollard and part-timer Greg Pett -
are a tightly knit unit who have been
together for some time,

“All my planning and paper work is
done at home in my own time
because if 1 did it during the day we
wouldn't get finished on the course.

I do the same jobs as everyone else.
Fly mowing, divot filling, the lot.”
The course is relatively mainte-
nance friendly and a lot of areas can
be cut with ride-on machines and
they try to keep the use of hand
equipment down to a minimum,

¢ biggest user of time is the
stream at the bottom end of the
course which runs from east to west
right across the course, We maintain
about half of it on a regular basis

i

strimming and fly mowing and that
itself takes three people just under a
day.”

Richard holds great store in aera-
tion and always makes sure the
course gets regular doses.

“I'm a great fan of slitting and we

slit tine about 10 times through the
autumn and winter, and also ver-
tidrain in the Autumn. We've just
quadra-hollow cored the greens
which we always do in mid-March.”

Among the on-going projects are a

i
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bunker revetting programme and
up-grading the paths from tee to
fairway.

“Fairy rings are the only real prob-
lem we have and we are hoping that
microbes might be the answer.”

In his time at the club Richard has
seen a steady improvement in both
the quality of working conditions
and the machinery fleet.

“When | arrived we had a shed
which was more like a broom cup-
board for three or four of us. It
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wasn't ideal but was much better
than a lot at the time. We also had
to keep the machinery outside.
“Now we have a small fleet which
is kept inside in our purpose-built
sheds for which we have a replace-
ment plan. Depending on the
machine and how heavily it is used.
The worst thing that can happen
being isolated in Bude is a break-
down. If it is not too specialised a
problem we have an excellent local
commerical company which helps

i
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Bude

Above: A newly revetted bunker

Below: An example of some of
the damage vandals can cause
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and we make sure every piece of kit
has an MOT every year. We do the
general maintenance checks our-
selves.”

Last year was a memorable one for
Richard who was the South West and
South Wales representative in the
final of the Toro Excellence in
Greenkeeping Award having been
originally nominated by
the Club Secretary.

“The support I had from
the club was tremendous
and they were really will-
ing me on... I think the
possibility of winning the
mower had something to
do with it,” he laughed.

It had not been an casy
passage through to the
final for Richard and his
team,

“The two course visits
were tough because I had
the BIGGA Chairman,

Gordon Child, first of all and then,
having qualified for the final, 1 had
Walter Woods. Two hard men to
please, particularly in Walter's case
because we were the only links course
in the final. What it actually did was
keep us on our toes longer because
we knew it was coming up and we
couldn’t afford to lapse at all,”
recalled Richard.

“It was a real honour to represent a
Region which has so many fine golf
courses and [ will enter again. | thor-
oughly enjoved it but you always feel
a bit gutted when the results are read
out and you've not won, even if you
don't expect to win it... you always
hope.

“I'd now call the rest of the finalists
friends and having spoken a lot with
them during our time at the final 1
learned a lot.”

It is a learning ethic which Richard
holds dear. He completed Level 3
over a six month period at

Cannington College so he didn't have
to be away from work too much and
he is hopeful of starting Level 4 later
this year.

“You've got to try to keep one step
ahead in this game.”

It is a philosophy which has served
Richard Whyman and Bude and
North Cornwall Golf Club well.

Machinery Inventory
Toro GR 3100 x 2

John Deere 2653A triple
mower

Cushman truck

Cushman Topdresser
Hardi 300l sprayer

Huxley deep slitter

Iseki 22hp tractor
Coremaster

Kubota L275 with front bucket
Kubota L3600

Amazone 135 rough cutter
Trailer

Various hand machines

[he club produced an excellent centenary
book which details visits made by all three
members of the Great Trumvirate, JH Tavior,
James Braid and Harry Vardon and highlights
\l‘ll«]un\ scorecard when he broke the course
record with @ 65 in 1909

['he Doyen of golf writers, Bernard Darwin
also ‘.i\il(_'\l the course and described it thus

Bude is a place beloved by many summer vis-
itors and the course is a good course if there ar
not to many of them upon it.”

Written in 19210 some things never changt

However the real reason to look at the book

is 1o read the section on “The amateur green-
keeper” which looks at some of the helpful
hints written in the suggestion book over the
Vears

Included among the entries - which ndiden-

tallv has a superb 1932 complaint about the

club’s new hairbrushes only being suited to
gizolos and that since the majority of members
were getting thin on top the brushes acted as
instruments of torture - 18 a most heartwarming
put down by the Secretary of a over critical
member in 1939

[he member had said that although a bad
golfer he was able to distinguish betw a
good course and an extremely indifferent one
He grouped Bude in the latter category and
listed a whole catalogue of complaints ending
with...”In my humble opinion a cheap and bad

preenkeeper is worse than none at all.”

The secretary said that members of another
club had visited ntly and been full of praise
ind ended by saying ( omplaints about the
staff should be made direct to the Secretary
and not written in the sugoestion book.”

Hurrah!




The new 2500 Tri-Plex Greens Mower from John Deere.

Soon, greens everywhere will
experience a tri-plex mower that
not only delivers a superb
straight cut but also excels at the
cleanup cut. That's the essence
of the new John Deere 2500 -
a quality of cut that’s second
to none.

The 2500's John Deere designed
and manufactured cutting units
feature a new bedknife-to-reel

design. The superior offset cut-
ting unit design provides the
operator with a clear view of the
centre cutting unit and helps
reduce “tri-plex ring”.

Operators have never had it so
good. The operator station on the
2500 has convenient fingertip
controls for the throttle, reel
drive and cutting unit lift/lower.

The 2500 is also extremely ser-

Nothing runs %
like a Deere

vice friendly. Cutting units can
be detached in seconds, with
adjustments designed with the
technician in mind. And daily
service points can be checked
from one side of the machine.
Let your green experience
the unique cutting prowess
of the John Deere 2500. Call
your dealer for a demonstration
soon. www.deere.com.

R

/)

John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG13 9HT, Telephone 01949 863213/863203/863205
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This month Greenkeeper International's bi-monthly series
featuring Course Managers and Head Greenkeepers from
every Region examines Cutting Regimes

Cutting Regimes

Compiled by Malcolm Huntington MBE

Picture
not
available

34 Greenkeeper International May 1999

Kerran Daly

Course: Salisbury & South Wilts GC
Region: South West and South Wales
Region

Course Type: Chalk downland

Number of Holes: 27 (three loops of
nine)

Staff: Course Manager plus six.

Duncan Kelso

Course: Kings Hill GC

Region: South East Region
Course Type: Heathland
Number of Holes: 18

Staff: Course Manager plus six

John Scotney
Course: Sleaford GC
Region: Scottish Region

Course Type: Heathland - almost inland
links

Number of Holes: 18 plus six hole par-3
course

Staff: Head Greenkeeper plus three

lan Holoran

Course: Middlesbrough Municipal Golf
Centre

Region: Northern Region
Course Type: Parkland
Number of Holes: 18
Staff: Five in total

lan McNab

Course: Dumfries & County GC
Region: Scottish Region

Course Type: Parkland and Heathland
Number of Holes: 18 Holes

Staff: Head Greenkeeper plus four

1. Do you hand mow greens only
for special occasions or as a
matter of course?

We use Toro triples five days a
week in summer and only cut by
hand for special occasions and
also in winter.

We only cut by hand for special
events in the summer, although in
winter we do use hand mowers.
We use triples normally.

We hand mow in winter and use
triples in the summer. We don't
have the time to hand mow in the
growing season.

We use a Jacobsen Triplex Green
King and have never cut by hand
in the 11 years | have been here.

We hand mow greens from
Monday to Friday each week and
use triples at the weekend.
Cutting is usually done on a daily
basis in the growing season.



2. Do you have specialist equip-
ment for greens, tees and
surrounds, fairways, banks
and roughs or do you double
up with some?

The Toro triple 3200D and
Ransomes Super Certes are
used for greens; the Toro 216 for
tees and aprons; a Sabo
Soberine for fairways; an Allen
National for banks and the
Dowdeswell roller mower and a
Wessex flail for rough.

Greens - Toro GM3200, John
Deere 220 pedestrian mower.
Tees and surrounds - Toro
GM3100. Fairways - Toro
Reelmaster 4500. Banks - Saxon
triple. Rough - Toro 455 quad
float.

We have specialist equipment -
two John Deeres, three Ransomes
Auto Certes for greens; Sabo tri-
king for tees; Ransomes T-plex for
surrounds and winter greens and a
hydraulic five-gang for fairways.
We also have a John Deere rotary
for semi-rough and a Saxon triple.
A John Deere 955 and a Votex
nine-foot double up for the rough.

We use a Jacobsen Triplex on the
greens, and also Jacobsen
machinery on aprons and tees.
Fairways are cut with a Jacobsen
and a Hayter hydraulic five-set
and the rough with a Kubota.

Specialist equipment. A Paladin
21 inch for the greens, Toro and
Ransomes for tees and sur-
rounds, a Ransomes five-unit for
fairways and a Hayter for rough.

3. Is your cutting equipment all
from one manufacturer - if so
who - or a mixture, and why?

| believe a mixture to be better
because | don't believe that any
one manufacturer has the best
quality item for the various pur-
poses.

It's mostly Toro which has a
proven history of reliability.

We have a mixture because of
funds. | would probably have all
John Deere equipment if we
were starting from scratch
because of the spares and good
back-up.

Jacobsen is used because of a
contract price by the municipal
authorities.

We have a mixture because dif-
ferent courses have different
needs, Everything depends on
the terrain,

4. How often do you sharpen the
blades and how do you go
about it?

We re-grind once a year in winter
and back lap monthly or more
often as necessary. We have our
own in-house equipment for
grinding and back lapping and it
is all done by our greenkeeper-
mechanic.

We do rotary blades ourselves
and send cylinders away. Fairway
machines are done once a year
and greens equipment two to
three times a year, but obviously
if something needs attention we
do it.

We back lap the cylinders on the
greens units every two weeks
and tees and surrounds equip-
ment every three weeks, gangs
as required. Some of the rotary
blades we do ourselves and send
others away.

We have back lap facilities in our
own workshop and anything par-
ticularly troublesome can be sent
to the council mechanics. They
are all serviced regularly.

We sharpen blades two to three
times each year. We send equip-
ment to a specialist in Edinburgh,
always at the end of May and the
end of July.

5. What cutting heights do you
employ for greens, tees and
fairways in winter and in
summer?

Greens - summer 5 mill, winter 7
mill. Tees - summer 10 mill, win-
ter 12 mill. Fairways - summer 14
mill, winter 19 mill. For a handful
of tournaments we cut greens at
4 mill but only for very short
periods as it causes too much
stress.

We cut at 4 mill on the greens in
summer and 5.5 mill in winter.
Tees are 10 mill in summer and
12 mill in winter while fairways
are 12 mil in summer and 16 mill
in winter.

Winter heights - greens 6.5 mill;
tees and surrounds 15 mill; fair-
ways 22 mill. Summer heights -
greens 4.5 mill; tees and sur-
rounds 13 mill; fairways 18-19
mill.

Greens are cut at 3 16ths in sum-
mer and 5 16ths in the winter. As
we have 80,000 rounds on the
course each year we tend to raise
the heights round about the time
of The Open Championship. Tees
are 14 mill in winter and summer
and fairways 18-19. Because of
the wear we tend to have higher
heights than many courses.

Greens are cut at five 32nds in
summer and 6 mill in winter. Tees
are cut at five 16ths all the year
round and fairways 12 mill all the
year round.
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(heshire Sand & lop Dressin

Does your current supplier of Top Dressings, Root Zones
and Sands:
Own a quarry containing the highest quality
Cheshire Silica Sand?
Produce all products to BS EN 1SO 9002?
Carry out hourly tests of all of the grades of sand
To P HOLE Fo R which they produce, to ensure the highest quality?
Test every batch of Top dressing and Root Zone to
Go G s assure you the consistency which you require?
LF RE E N Have the productive capacity to produce 600 tons of
Top Dressing per day, so that you will not be let
down at the busiest times of the year?
* SUPER FINE * TOP DRESSINGS G B et et
se top quality hauliers to ensure that deliveries are
[ . : 2 X . . :
SUPER TURF ROOT ZONE in the right place, at the right time and without a

+ QUALITY GRASS MIXTURES riess?

SEED MIXTURES available in 25kg bags,
fon bogs & bulk If your current supplier cannot offer you all of these, we

would be delighted to.
Please call 01270 762002 for prompt service and delivery

Arclid Quarry

Congleton Road

Sandbach
Fairfield Court

Fairfield, Brookland Cheshire
Romney Marsh Tel: 01797 344731 ] W S
Kent TN29 ORX  Fax: 01797 344737 S CWI11 4SN

www.fairfieldturf.co.uk  E-mail: info@fairfieldturf.co.uk

3 unique attachments to SAFELY increase the speed of your greens

N : == =
\\,\—7 TRUE-SURFACE” )

Lightweight vibratory rollers

for a consistently fast and true surface on your greens

Tungsten tipped Fan-forced verticutters

“The performance is outstanding and the ability to col-
lect cuttings is 100% more efficient than any other
units | have used” Perry Smith, Bramley Golf Club

For greens and fairways

Amazing performance for rubbing in top dressing, controlling grain,
and grooming greens and fairways (triple gang also available)

Get the SPEED TEAM on your greens with a FREE demo!
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

Scottish Region
Peter Boyd

East

I hope this season has got off to
a good start for everyone as the
weather is being a bit kinder to
us all now, with courses drying
out after the very wet spell this
past winter.

I heard some comments about
the Scottish Conference in early
March and was told there were
some very good speakers on the
day. I had to miss out due to
work commitments but will be in
attendance next vear.

Well done to Peter Boyd and
everyone, who helped organise
this years event. So, by the time
you read this we will have held
our Spring Tournament at
Goswick Golf Club which will
also be the qualifier for the new
National Tournament at Carden
Park in Cheshire. Results and
comments next month.

You should also have received
your 1999 fixture cards and
again, our thanks to Greentech
Limited for sponsoring these for
us. As everyone now knows the
dates of fixtures etc, we hope to
see a good turn-out at the
Section events. After all, it’s your
Section, so support it! If you did
not receive a fixture card, give
Steve Dixon a call on 0131 443
0235 and he will get one out to
you.

If anyone is on the move or has
any births, marriages or pho-
tographs of interest, give me a
call or drop me a line and I will
be only too pleased to put it into
a future edition of Greenkeeper
International. We are arranging
another football match, this time
against Mid Lothian District
Council and a report will be done
after this game, hopefully with
better results!

On March 24 we visited
Stewart of Dalkeith's Top
Dressing and Kelpie plants.

Unfortunately rwas unable to
attend but feedback from mem-
bers was very positive. Our
thanks to Graham Forbes and
everyone at Stewart's from all
attending, for an informative and
enjoyable afternoon. This was
the Tast of the winter lectures for
1998/99, the committee are
wning together an itinerary for

inter 1999/2000, so keep an
eye on this column.

Well, that's it for this month,
sorry if there is not a lot, but we
seem to be in a quiet period.

Usual numbers, 0131 445 7165
work phone/fax; 01620 842037
home or 07901 846 194, so come
on, let’s hear from you.

Chris Yeaman

North

Congratulations to lain Grant on
his move to Head Greenkeeper at
Strathlene GC, Buckie. | am sure
Brian Cocker and all at Alyth will
miss lain, who was Deputy to Brian
for a number of years. One of our
Trade members is excelling in
another sport. Andy Menmuir, of
Rigby Tayror. is fishing for Scotland
next month. We wish him success
and tight lines!

More new members to the
Section. This month we welcome
Donald Mackinnon, Barra G C,
and Fabrice Tournier and James
Middleton, from Royal Aberdeen
GC. 1 think that must be the full
staff of Royal Aberdeen as members
now. John Milne also rejoins the
Section but has just moved from
East Aberdeen GC to Glencagles,
so may move into the Central
Section as a result.

One of my Club members came
to see me with some news which
might be of interest to North mem-
bers. He has just returned from
New Zealand, and while having a
drink in a pub in the South Island,
was approached by someone and
asked if he was from Tain as he was
wearing a Tain GC jersey. It turned
out that the gentleman in question
was Steve Macdonald, formerly a
sreenkeeper  at  Fortrose and

osemarkie GC. Last I heard of
Steve he was working in Holland
and was in an article in this maga-
zine about working in Europe. He
is now working on a golf course in
New Zealand, thoroughly enjoying
life down under and is applying for
Citizenship. We wish him all the
best. If he ever gets up to the North
Island, he should call on another
Scotsman, Willie Carnegie, Head
Greenkeeper at Redwood Park GC
in Swanson, Waitakere City. I met
Willie a couple of years ago at The
Open and he came up to Tain for a
game a couple of weeks later. He is
a BIGGA member and so will see
this. I hope all is well down under
Willie.

Have you paid for your 200 Club
ticket yet? The first draws are this
month at the Spring outing in
Inverness on the 18th.A big entry
is expected, so see you there.

Remember, this is your chance to
win an expenses paid entry into the
Charterhouse/  Scotts  BIGGA
National Championship at Carden
Park on October 3 - 5. The best
scratch and overall best net score
on the day will win these trips.
Next year, qualification will be
combined Spring and Autumn
scores, meaning you have to play
both events and score well twice.

All D32/33 Assessors note there
will be a Moderation meeting this
month. Please try to attend, even if
you are not assessing yet as we
need to keep everyone informed of
matters concerning education and
the GTC, so these meetings are the

ideal opportunity to do just that
and hopefully answer any questions
you might have.

Anyone with news items or who
wants to get in touch with me
please note my new phone number:
07788 923214 and yes it still
vibrates!

I A Macleod

Ayrshire

I pen these notes on a dull drea-
ry Easter Monday evening which
has seen the recent short spell of
good weather come to an end. My
only consolation is that the rain is
washing in my Spring fertiliser.

A good few members are on the
move to new jobs. I'll start with
nearest to home by introducing
George Morrison as my new
Deputy  Head  Greenkeeper.
George moves to Largs from West
Kilbride where he has worked from
apprenticeship. Staying in Largs,
this time at Routenburn, lan
Donaldson has been promoted to
Head Greenkeeper after Marshall
Sloss’s departure to Beith GC. Jim
Smith, Head Greenkeeper at
Ardeer GC, is moving to the trade
Section as a representative for
Ruffords. Jim's job will be filled by
Steven Higgins who receives inter-
nal promotion. The much sought
after  position  of” Head
Greenkeeper at Western Gailes
GC is to be filled by Jim Devlin,
who moves from Royal Troon
where he was Deputy Head
Greenkeeper.

This position has become avail-
able due to Stewart Barr's
imminent retirement after approx-
imately 27 years service. The
Section wishes Stewart well for his
retirement and also congratula-
tions and good luck to all the
aforementioned greenkeepers who
are moving to new jobs.

I will bring reports from the
Committee %\Accling and the
Spring outing at Ballochmyle GC
next month along with any other
news. If you have any, call me on
01505 683278, '

lain Barr

Central

We begin this month’s report
with the sad news of the recent
death of one of our former com-
mittee members, Jock
Armstrong. Many of you will
remember Jock as the jovial rep
from Souter’s of Stirling who
went out of his way to help
many a greenkeeper, even if they
were not one of his customers
and nothing was too much both-
er to him. He was appointed to
represent the Trade on the
Section committee at its inaugu-
ration on  Thursday, 0
November, 1980 and served us
well until 1989, when he felt it
was time a younger person
should have a chance. To say the

committee meetings were never
the same after he retired is
putting it mildly. As his succes-
sor (KB) never managed to
organise the coffee and biscuits
as well as Jock did.

The sincere condolences of the
committee and members of the
Central Section go to Jock’s wife
May and family at this very sad
time.

This month sees another three
new members joining us and
they are Brian Heggie, from St.
Andrews; Vincent Green, from
Bridgend and District GC, and
Kevin Wilkie from Stirling GC.
Once again we extend an invita-
tion to them to join us at some
of our future events. This brings
the number of new members this
year, so far, to 32 which is very
encouraging and hopefully we
can keep the numbers increas-
ing,

ringing the Section Past
Chairmen up to date this month
they are: 1993/4, Jim Easton,
who was at Stirling GC, and now
at a club in London. 1994/7,
John Crawford, who was at
Stirling GC and is still at
Stirling. 1997/to date Archie
Dunn, Auchterarder GC.

Best wishes for the future from
everyone in the Section go to
members Simon Freeman, who is
leaving Crieff Hydro Golf
Centre to take over at Machrie
Golf Club on Islay, and Steven
Ewing, who takes over as Course
Manager at Letham Grange,
where he was Deputy Course
Manager.

In the annual match against
the Golf club Secretaries held at
Lanark last month, the Scottish
Region of BIGGA regained the
trophy and I'm glad to report
that three members of the sec-
tion, A. Dunn, A. O'Hara and
D. Scott played their part in the
winning team. If any member is
interested in representing the
Section in this annual match,
which is held at a different
venue each year, please get in
touch with me and I will keep
vou in mind for the next match.

Ten teams have entered the
Inter Club Tournament and
drawn into two leagues of five
with the winners of each league
meeting in the final. Would
team captains please ensure that
each round is played within the
given dates!

John Crawford.

West

Just a few items to report on this
month. Firstly the West Section’s
Education Seminar held at Crow
Wood GC. Chaired by Paul
Brannan the topics included an
overview of COSHH and what it
means to us all and how we will be
affected by changes now and in
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the near future. Secondly, the
effects of microbial activity within
the soil profile and how to sustain
these precious life forms for the

long term benefit of the grass
plant. Lastly, Steven Hogg, Head
Greenkeeper of Crow Wood GC,

spoke about the basic uses of the

eather Station. The emphasis
with this apparatus is the poten-
tial to record and store data over
given periods of time. Such
records could enable us to predict
the best time at which to apply
pesticides and fertilisers, thereby
reducing the costly expense of mis-
judged applications. Thanks go to
Steven Hogg and Crow Wood GC
for allowing us use of their club-
house and facilities. Many thanks
to CSC for their time and effort in
presenting and organising this
seminar. Well done.

On now to the Conveners” match
held at Cawder GC. | understand
that the day went very well and
that the weather even managed to
behave itself. The results for the
day are: Winners. Cowglen GC, 38
pts. Scott Ballantyne and partner,
runners up Balmore GC, 36 pts.
Charlie Goodall and partner.

Thanks to Neil anJ,all the staff
for preparing the course, to
Cawder GC %or allowing us to
share their facilities and thanks
also to the bar and catering staff in
attendance. Thanks also to the
two sponsors of this event, Aitkens
and SGM. Both Richard Aitken
and David Mclnroy, in attendance
on the day.

Now a report on a football match

layed last Thursday, April Fools
F)ay no less. An 11-a-side game
held at the University Science
Parks, a sportsmanlike group of
Greenkeepers v East Kilbride YM.
Word has it that the game was

uite a toughie. Despite Stuart
aylor's rallying cries of “Come on
the Greenies” and with the astro
turf surface playing havoc with
limbs etc, the E. %(ilbridc boys
took an early lead with Gerry
Bruen scoring the equaliser and,
alas, the only goal for the
Greenkeepers. Finis%xing with only
ten men after Sandy Brawley’s
sending off under mitigating cir-
cumstances!! the final score was
4-1.

Rumour has it that on the day
some of the Greenkeepers may
have been carrying extra baggage
under their shirts! Ah well, at least
you will all be in shape for the next
match won't you?

Thanks to Stuart Taylor for
arranging the game and please
remember to contact him of you
wish to partake on 0141 992 5554.

Finally, if anyone has any news of
interest, ie. promotions, births,
deaths etc., please contact me on
0141 776 1532 or 07050 173080
(mobile).

Gavin Jarvis
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Northern Region
3ell

North

Congratulations to Jonathan
Leach on his appointment as Head
Greenkeeper at Queensbury Golf
Club. Jonathan has moved from
Outlane Golf Club, where he had
been Deputy Head Greenkeeper for
the past four years.

Congratulations  to  Andrew
Clarke who has taken the position
of Deputy Head Greenkeeper at
Hollins Hall Golf Club near
Bradford. Andrew has moved from
Settle Golf Club where he was
Head Greenkeeper.

All of this year's golfing venues
and dates have now %»ecn %nalised.
Anyone wishing to book a place at
any of the events must let me have
their names and money at least one
week before the date. Sprin
Tournament; Hornsea G.C. 4 April,
sponsored by FG Adamson;

resident’s Day; South Leeds G.C.
8 June, sponsored by Greenpride;
Invitation Day: Shipley G.C. 4
August, sponsored by County
Crops/Biotol;  Roses  Match;
Howley Hall G.C. 18 August, spon-
sored by Pattissons; Autumn
Tournament. Bradford G.C. 20
October, sponsored by RiteFeed.
Winter Tournament; Fulford G.C.
8 December, sponsored by Rigby
Taylor.

If anyone has any news or infor-
mation from within the Section or
wishes to place their names and
money down for one of the above
events, please contact me on (01484
317813 or 07788 442755.
Alternatively by post at 1 Cockley
Meadows, Kirkheaton, Hudders-
field HD5 OLA.

Simon Heppenstall

North East

Just to remind members of what’s
happening this year on the golf com-
petition. We are now having a
summer competition on July 22, at
Garesfield GC. Tee off time is
between 2.30 m4rm. All cups that
were normally played for in the
Autumn competition are to be
brought forward for this event in the
future,

The Autumn competition will still
be played but in a different format.
Just to remind members that it will be
played at Carlisle and if there is
enough interest we shall be laying on
a coach for the d:g)c

Graham Chambers, of Longhirst
Golf Club, imformed me that work is
to commence on a further nine holes
starting in May.

Alan Harrison of Garesfield has
recently been promoted from assis-
tant to the position of First Assistant.

Jimmy Richardson

Sheffield

On 14 March we held our final
Winter lecture at Rotherham Golf
Club and I would like to pass on
my thanks for once again letting
us use their facilities. The first
lecture was given by Mr Crowther
from Glenside Organics on organ-
ic fertilisers and the second

lecture was given by Mr Hodgkiss
from Perryfields Holdings, for-
merly Johnsons seeds, on grass
seeds. | would like to express my
thanks to the two gentlemen for
an excellent lecture and also
thanks to Roy Ullathorne for
organising the Winter lectures
once again.

Without doubt, the new Verti-

Drain Mustang is the fastest, most

effective aerator on the market today.
Whilst it still features the unique,
patented ‘heave’ action, there are many
including single
point arm adjustment, a stronger tine

new imp

support system and fewer working parts.
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Rolawn’s Unique Quality

At Rolawn a brand new state of the art turf washing plant is about to come into production.
This means that all Rolawn turf can be supplied washed clean and free of soil in either the larger budget rolls
or our standard one square metre roll format. We shall be washing turf for golf and bowling greens and football

pitches throughout the year.

As with all Rolawn turf our washed turf is available anytime at short notice and we have a no minimum order

policy. So you can order in small quantities at times to suit you.

There are hundreds of turf companies and almost as many different ways to use turf. However, if you want to
be sure of a truly excellent golf or bowling green, a premier football pitch, or a top class hard wearing golf tee

and you want peace of mind it pays to choose Rolawn, Britain’s finest turf.

ROLAWN’S FAMOUS GREENS TURFE. You can tell a lot about Rolawn’s greens turf by the quality and

standing of those golf courses that choose to use it.

John Philp the links superintendent at Carnoustie said this about our Minster greens turf. “Rolawn Minster turf
is a very clean and consistent product with the same varieties (cultivars) Barcrown and Bargreen as we grow on
our own grade | nursery. Using Minster turf provided an excellent opportunity for us to undertake general re-

turfing work on the championship course in preparation for the 1999 open.”

ROLAWN ON TEES AND FOOTBALL PITCHES. The new 1999 Medallion turf mixture has been specially
cultivated to produce turf with an outstanding fine leafed appearance that is hard wearing, slow growing, easy
to maintain and drought resistant. It is suitable for a range of applications where high quality top class appearance,

strength and low maintenance are important.

ROLAWN QUALITY. There are thousands of varieties of grass seed. They can’t all be the same. Meticulous
care was taken to ensure that 100% of each mixture used for Rolawn’s new 1999 turf contains seed types that

have been individually tested by the Sports Turf Research Institute.

We wanted to know exactly how each seed type was ranked for summer greenness, winter greenness, fineness

of leaf, cleanness of cut, and slowness of regrowth. Then we chose only the best.

Our own experts then brought the different seeds together and mixed them into blends unique to Rolawn. For
example our 1999 Medallion turf contains a special mixture of five different seed types. Including the top rated
(by the Sports Turf Research Institute) Aberelf.
To reach its full potential and help make top quality turf each grass seed needs the right kind of soil (after all turf
washing isn’t for everybody). The seed mixtures in Rolawn turf have been specially selected to grow in our superb
sandy Yorkshire soil.
It is this soil type that is widely recognised as almost universally compatible throughout the UK.
Great turf doesn’t grow overnight and it certainly doesn’t grow without expert care and attention. Our new

g ] g
Medallion and Minster mixtures for 1999 are the direct result of 24 years of growing experience. Our track
record is your assurance and the really good news is that Rolawn turf is affordable. In fact our prices often come

as a pleasant surprise.

Rolawn’

BiR I TVA IINUE S EIENEESETE TSR &

Available throughout the UK and Europe



You can see our outstanding turf at Rolawn depots. Or at our authorised distributors. If you prefer we can send
you information and fresh samples. Call us to discuss your requirements on 01904 608661 ask for customer
services, or fax 01904 608272 or email info@rolawn-turf.co.uk or write to us at Rolawn (Turf Growers) Ltd,
Elvington, York YO41 4XR or even better, visit us.

THE NEW MEDALLION TURF FOR 1999 has been grown from 12.5% Aberelf (perennial ryegrass) 12.5%
Elka (perennial ryegrass) 20% Bargreen (chewings fescue) 35% Barcrown (slender creeping red fescue) and 20%

Limousine (smooth stalked meadow grass).

MINSTER BENT FESCUE TURF FOR 1999 has been grown from 40% Bargreen (chewings fescue) 40%
Barcrown (slender creeping red fescue) and either 20% Heriot (brown top bent) or 20% Lance (brown top bent).

MINSTER STRAIGHT FESCUE TURF FOR 1999 has been grown from 50% Bargreen (chewings fescue)

& 50% Barcrown (slender creeping red fescue).

Please examine the sown percentage figures. Now you know what 100% of the sown seed mixtures
are in Rolawn turf. To our knowledge no other grower gives these figures. That shouldn’t stop you asking for
them though.

KNOW WHAT YOU ARE BUYING. At Rolawn we want you to ask about seed mixtures and we also want
you to know what is in the finished turf. So every year when our new crop of turf is ready for harvesting we get
Europe’s largest independent turf body, the Sports Turf Research Institute to inspect the botanical composition
of a large part of our production. We don’t devise the tests that they conduct. They do. That is what gives the

tests their credibility. No one else does this either.
Then we give a copy of the results free to anyone who asks. This is an extract from their last report.

“It must be stressed that the turf examined was remarkably free of weed grasses and other weeds. Indeed, of the
4000 spot assessments made only one annual meadow grass plant was found. In addition there were no broad

leafed weeds found at all”. “The turf was also attractive and uniform in appearance and free of turf diseases”.

For applications where a very high bent grass content in the finished turf is important our ADVANTAGE
GREENS TURF which has been in production for many years will be available during 1999 after which time

it will be discontinued.

BRENTWOOD ST. ALBANS

Tel: 01277 811566 Tel: 01727 822139
BRISTOL SEVENOAKS

Tel: 01454 311700 Tel: 01959 533071
EDINBURGH SOLIHULL

Tel: 0131 335 3164 Tel: 01564 784064
GLASGOW SOUTHAMPTON
Tel: 0141 762 0770 Tel: 01489 789998
KNUTSFORD SUNNINGDALE
A2 raS 1S Tel: 01344 873220
NEWCASTLE WEST LONDON
Tel: 01670 714445 Tel: 01895 811544
NOTTINGHAM  yoRK

Teh: LIS 9491108 o 01904 781234
OXFORD

Tel: 01865 730101

AND AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTORS.

Rolawn’

BRITAIN'’S FINEST TURF
Available throughout the UK and Europe
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On the golfing scene our annual
competition will be held at
Abbeydale Golf Club on Monday
12 July. ¥

John Lax

Cleveland
The Section had two lectures on
16 March. Turfcare had an Open

Day at Ramside GC. It was very
well attended by both grm‘m‘n\ka‘n’}i-
ers and groundsmen. The speakers
were very interesting and every-
one came away a bit wiser. As
usual Terry Charlton put on a
very good day. The meal was
excellent. Our thanks to Roger
Shaw and his staff for letting us

loose on his course with the demo
gear.

The second lecture was on the
night at Darlington GC. The
speaker was Gordon Holms from
CSC on Risk Assessment. About
20 greenkeepers attended.

All seemed to enjoy it and our
thanks to the Darlington Steward

for a first class supper.

Once again any news, let me
know at work 0191 378007 or
home 0191 3781912, Next
Section news will have the latest
from our Spring Tournament,

That should make riveting read-
ing!

Kevin (Scoop) Heslop.

outsold and outperformed all Contact us now for further

competitors for the past 20 years.

It can drive its 6" tines, solid or
information or a demonstration of the new

Verti-Drain Mustang on 01428 661222,

Redexim

E-Mail: ccm@dircon.co.uk

hollow, at a faster rate than any other

aerator, which makes it the perfect And, with an aerator to suit
machine for high speed runs down the virtually every application, it’s the widest

range available anywhere. Charterhouse Turf Machinery Lid,

fairway and for even shorter work on the
greens.

But one word of caution. Weydown Industrial Estate, Weydown
Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1DW!

Tel: 01428 661222, Fax: 01428 661218.

I'he new Mustang joins the market- The new Mustang is fast; so fast

|e.1ding range of Verti-Drains that have that you may get done in a flash. Web Site: htep://www.redexim.com
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North Wales

Easter is upon us and, wow, the
weather's lovely. This time last year
we had about nine inches of snow.
Oh, the British weather - don’t you
just love it!

On March 10 we held a seminar
at the college on Water
Management and the movement of
water through the soil and the
effects of wetting agents. It was
very educational and I'm glad to
say, very well supported. [ never got
the exact figures but suffice to say if
we can get that many members
inlcrcsmi’ in future lectures etc.,
then it will certainly be worthwhile
organising them. If any of you out
there have any suggestions, please
let me know.

I am now starting to go through
the process of becoming the
Internal Verifier for Wales with the
GTC (at long last) and, hopefully,
by the time all you assessors read
this, you should have had your first
moderation meeting with Howard
McAddy and myself. Fingers
crossed.’ '

I haven't got any college news this
month as they are on their Easter
break as I write, and to be quite
honest, 1 haven't got anything else
to write about either, so if there is
anything you want mentioning,
please get in touch,

Membership News. It's welcome
back to Dave Proctor of Storws
Wen Golf Club and also Nicholas
Pearson, Nigel Barton, Damian
Isado and Stuart Macdonald, all of
North Wales Golf Club. Hope to
see you all at our future events.

That’s all folks.

Dave Goodridge.

North West

The Seminar at Mere G&CC on
March 23 was attended by 64 dele-
gates who enjoyed an excellent
day’s education. The day started
with an excellent talk and slide
show by John Nicholson of Eamon
Wall & Co. The subject of his talk
was “History of Trees in Golf

Course Architecture” and this man
knows his trees. John has worked
for Eamon Wall for a number of
years and has advised over 150 golf
courses ranging from new courses
to long established courses, cover-
ing all aspects of woodland design
and management. The talk was
very interesting and also the advice
on the availability of grants for tree
planting.

The second speaker was Alan
Gibbons, of Physio Control, whose
talk was entitled “The need for
Early Defibrillation.” A defibrilla-
tor, for those who do not know, is a
machine that can re-start the heart
by means of electric shock treat-
ment.

Alan had brought along a
yortable machine which could
[u‘mmc an essential part of the first
aid kit on golf courses. After an
excellent lunch the seminar contin-
ued with Richard Stillwell, Director
of Greenkeeping PGA European
Tour, whose talk was “Preparing
Golf Courses for European Tour
Events.” Richard has been green-
keeping for 34 years and has been
Head Greenkeeper at Royal
Porthcawl and Royal Dublin before
starting his own advisory company.
For the past 12 years he has been
consultant to the PGA European
Tour, preparing for over 300 tour-
naments including three Ryder
Cups, the Volvo Masters and has
travelled to every country in
Europe. A folder on “Course
Preparation Guidelines” was given
to all delegates and Richard spoke
on all aspects of the paper starting
with  preparation months in
advance to the final things like out
of bounds markings, Hazard mark-
ings, GUR etc. This was an
excellent talk and he stressed that
the tournament director and agron-
omist will work closely with the
Head Greenkeeper/Course
Manager. The final speaker of the
day was Jim Croxton, Regional
Secretary PGA North Region, and
his subject was “Rules of Golf

“Quality rotary mowers for a world that isn’t flat”

Model 721X

124" wide

The 721X Articulator® features seven individual 21" cutting decks
which deliver a cut-path over ten feet wide, LasTec’s revolutionary
patented belt-drive system allows all seven cutting decks to articulate
independently, but without messy. power-robbing hydraulic drives. The
721X Articulator brings you the best of three worlds - the unmatched
cut quality of a single push mower, the high productivity of a wide-area
mower, and a better price than any mower with its quality and capacity.

Related to Greenkeeping.” This was
obviously a very interesting subject
for a greenkeepers’ seminar uml
course many questions were asked
and answered.

The old question of bunker rakes
was raised and argued about, where
do you leave the rake, in the
bunker or out. The answer appears
to be as close to the bunker without
interfering with play.

[ would like to thank all the
speakers for making this an excel-
lent seminar, Mere Golf and
Country Club for allowing the use
of their excellent facilities and
caterers and all the delegates who
attended.

The next golf tournament will be
the “Summer Tournament,” at
Longridge GC, on Thursday June
17. All applications to be sent to
Bill Merritt, 225 Utting Avenue,
Clubmore, Liverpool L4 9RB,
including a cheque for EI5.
Applications must be in by
Saturday 12 June. Any news or
queries, ring me on 0151 724
5412.

Bert Cross

Midland Region
Peter Larter

Tel: 01480 07

East Midlands

This year's Better-Ball Pairs
Tournament will be hosted by
Charnwood Forest GC on August
23 and will be ]ﬂu)‘ml over 9 holes.
This will hopetully be followed by
an evening lecture. Anybody inter-
ested in playing or attending the
lecture will find further details in
future editions of this column. This
year's Regional Seminar will be
held at Mentmore GC on
Wednesday, November 17 and
promises to be full of high profile
speakers. Further details will follow
in future editions, but it is hoped
that many more members will sup-

Court Lodge Farm, Porge Lane, East Farleigh. Maidateng. Kent. MEIS OHQ

Tel: 01622 728

Fax: 01622 728720

of

port this annual event.

Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to wish Steve Goode
all the best in his new appointment
as Head Greenkeeper at Kilworth
Springs GC. Steve formerly worked
as an Assistant (irccnk'ccpcr at
Lingdale GC.

Antony Bindley

South East
Derek Farrington

Tel; 01903 2

Essex

Risk assessment. Two words that
put fear into most people, but Jon
Albutt put us right on a Health &
Safety evening at Writtle College.
It was an eye opener for me and the
30 greenkeepers present. An inter-
esting evening. Thanks Jon and
thanks to Doug, at Grass Roots
Trading Company, for sponsoring
the evening.

My Greens Chairman and I had a
great day out at Walton Heath at
the Gentleman’s dinner. Good to
see some Essex boys there. None of
us won anything but it was a good
day out with Clive having the
course in pristine condition as
usual, Derek, you owe me a glass of
red wine. Don’t leave the country!

New Members: Bob Spurway,
Richard Linnen, Colin Robinson,
Richard Wood, Tony Goddard all of
Upminster GC; Andrew Taylor,
Bishop Stortford GC; Steven Tovey,
Jay Clark of Orgett GC; lan
Morrison, Saffron Walden GC and
Michael Oakeg of Rochford
Hundred GC.

The draw for the singles match
dlay is as follows: R. Pride versus
M. Forrester, R. Hughes versus M.
Allen, D. Wells versus 1. Mitchell,
W. Wingfield versus S. Reeves.

That’s all for now.
Assessment, where do | start?

Dave Wells. 01702 522202

Risk




South West
and South Wales

Paula Humphries
Tal; 01288 352194

Devon & Cornwall

Dartmouth Golf & Country Club
was the venue for the Rhone
Poulenc & Supaturf March meeting
held on Wednesday March 24.
Unfortunately, on arrival, the rain
started to fall which made playing
conditions over Dartmouth’s excel-
lently prepared course, very
difficult. Our non-golfing members
departed the clubhouse on the now
customary tour of thc course, but
with the weather closing in, they
headed for the greenkeeping com-
pound before returning to the
warm dry clubhouse. \Ilu a superb
lunch Paul Clifton, Rhone Poulenc,
and John Mullins, Supaturf, repre-
senting our sponsors for the day,
both gave a short presentation on
their respective companies before
presenting the golf prizes.

Supaturf Trophy for Head
Greenkeepers anc l'r ade 1. Gordon
lnnl)l\n Mullion, 33 pts on back

lnn\ Ramsden, Budock Vean,

5,, its. 3. Jonathan Bullen,
Staddon Heights, 31 pts. Rhone
Poulenc ll()[\]\\ for Assistants. |
[ony James, Tehidy, 36 pts, 2. Alan
(..n\mm St Mellion, 35 pts.

. Terry Pascoe, Budock Vean, 34
P(\, '

Congratulations  to  Gordon
Tamblvn on his successful defence
of the Supaturf Trophy after yet
another strong challenge from Tony
Ramsden who finished second
again! Also, congratulations to
Tony James on winning the Rhone
Poulenc lmph\ It was nice to see
so many Cornishmen in the prizes.

Our afternoon educational talk
rounded off the day with Billy
Spratt, of Phoenix Irrigation
Services, presenting his excellent
talk on “Starting your Irrigation
System for the Season Ahead.”

Model 425D 96" wide

Ihe Section would like to thank
Billy for his superb presentation,
Also, the \uunn would like to
thank the day’s sponsors, Supaturf
and Rhone Poulenc for their con-
tinued support and to Dartmouth
Golf and Country Club for allow-
ing the Section use of their
excellent facilities, and to all of
Dartmouth’s staff who made our
day run so smoothly with \punl
thanks to our Chairman, Terry
Farkins, and his crew who had the
course presented in superb condi-
tion,

Your attention is drawn to the
sesticide courses the Section will
e holding over the forthcoming
months as the grandfather’s clause
for operators being withdrawn in
the very near future. For more
information plc.lw contact me on
01288 353438.

Richard Whyman

National

Championship
meommmonxor  Qualifiers: Gross
NATIONAL score Alan

CHAMPIONSHIP

A

! D

Gawman, St
Mellion, Net score
Tony James, Tehidy.

South West

T'he hot and sunny month of May
has now arrived and it's time to
rummage through the cupboards
and wardrobe and grab those essen-
tial summer items of the modern
Uunku]m These include an ill-
fitting pair of tight shorts and a
cheap and dodgy looking pair of
black sunglasses picked up on a day
trip to Western-super-Mare.

Hopefully by now the post
Augusta syndrome will have faded
away and most of your members
will” be appreciating your efforts
and hard work over the Winter and
Spring months with a big improve-
ment in the condition of the golf
course,

['he better weather should allow
for some excellent golfing days this

Summer. The next tournament is
the Greenkeeper/Amateur event
which will be held at Tall Pines GC
on 18 Mav. All entries must be
received by the 14 May. In June
there is a match against the South
West Secretaries which will take
slace on the 16 June at Enmore

Yark GC.

Congratulations go to Dave
Bougen on his appointment as
Head Greenkeeper at Cirencester
Golf Club. Dave, who has moved
from Bath GC, is also Team
Captain for the South West
Section. Anyone who needs to con-
tact him about team affairs should
telephone him on his new number
which is 01285 720112.

Now, turning to Education and
training. I am still building up a list
of names for each course which
BIGGA can run. Many of these
courses just need a few more places
to be filled before the course can
actually be arranged and run. In
February we ran a Fire Safety for
(-runkupus day at Gloucester
Fire Station which was a big suc-
cess. | am also lmpmg to run a one
day First Aid course in June. If vou
would like to add vour name to this
list or to any other course we can
run, then please contact me on
01249 783382,

’aul Cunningham

South Wales

Unfortunately there is very little
to bring you up to date with this
month, which Il ads me to explain
that our fixtures have not yet taken
place when these notes go to press.
Hopefully you .l” should have
received this year's fixture list, but
if not, please contact our Section
Secretary, Peter Lacey, who ['m sure
will be of assistance in sending you
one.

I'm sure everything went well at
WESTUREF this year but I'll bring
you up to date next month with the
ins and outs.

You would also have played the
Spring tournament at Southern-

down GC, so I'll also bring you up
to date with that next month. A
date for your diary: BIGGA versus
Pencoed ( ‘ollege Golf Match on 2
June at the College golf course with
a 5.30 pm tee off time. After,
weather permitting, we may have a
barbecue. Anyone with any infor-
mation please contact me Tel:
01656 742761
Richard Hatcher

Northern

Ireland

North East

On 25 March we had our Section
qualifer  for  the National
Championship on 3 to 5 October
to be held at Carden Park, Chester.
The qualifying was held at Royal
Co. Down. We would like to thank
all who turned up on what was a
very enjoyable day. The course was
in ‘excellent condition with \u\
fast greens. Our thanks to all :
Royal Co. Down.

Finally, we would like to welcome
our newest member Connor
McLaughlin from Donegal who is
currently working at Stakis Park.
( nnqmlul.nmn\ to Mark Cassidy
who is leaving Stakis Park to take
up the job of Assistant Head
Greenkeeper at Lurgan GC.

We wish you all the best in your
new position. Mentioned twice in
two months, Mark is this a sign of
things to come?... Good Luck.

Eamonn Farrell

The best net was
Nick Webber and
the best gross was

NATIONAL Alison S!oan. First
CH WP reserve is Pat

‘D Devine a?nd second
reserve is Mark

Farrell.

See you all next month!

Ma

The 425D Articulator® features tour articulating 25~
culting decks combined with a unique hydrostatic drive
unit. and a Kubota 38hp water-cooled diesel engine.
The result is a revolutionary, zero-turning radius, wide-
area, contouring mower. The 425D has a wider wheel
base, and lower centre of gravity to provide greater
side-hill stability and safer cutting on severe terrain.

A mulching kit can be added to dispose of leaves, and
height of cut can be changed in just 5 seconds, giving
you the finest finish mower in the world

“Quality rotary mowers for a world that isn’t flat”

FREE
DEMONSTRATION

NS Scotland: Double A ‘I‘uding Sandy 01382 330556
Midlands: MGM: Dean 0116 289 2585
Wales: Major Owen: Andy 01766 770261
South West: PJ Flegg: Paul 01404 815666
South East: Marlwood Ltd: Keith 01622 728718

Our unique patented belt-driven articulating deck design
gives you an unsurpassed quality and accuracy of cut

Cotirt ltige Pasin, Fofga fand, Sod Purieighl Mailistons, Xant, ME 15 biig

Tel: 01622 728718  Fax: 01622 728720




Arne van Amerongen, currently working as a Supervisor
for Harradine Golf in Dubai, gives some advice on using

the local environment to its best advantage

Nature
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Architects who try to impose
their preconceived ideas on the
tract of country on which they
have been asked to design a new
course, not only penalise their
clients with exaggerated costs but
frequently create huge unexpected
problems.

Working with nature gives a nat-
ural acclimatised look to the new
course.

Trying to reshape the landscape
results in an artificial contrived
appearance.

This is clearly demonstrated by
the construction of a new Golf
Course Golf De Lavaux in
Switzerland, situated between
Lausanne and Montreux The site
was a very rocky hillside at 700
metres above sea level.

Massive rocks weighing 10
tonnes and more had to be ripped
out by a D-9 Caterpillar before
anything approaching a level fair-
way could be graded out, let alone
green sites.

Burying the rocks was not feasi-
ble because of the lack of soil to
provide adequate soil cover over
the mounts. The problem of dis-
posal of these huge rocks could
have been very costly, but they
were incorporated into the design
both as features and to impart
character to the course. One has to
consider safety, of course, but
when the rough is full of rocks a
few massive specimens to penalise



Supply ° Trammg

DRIFT FREE Contract Spraying
utilising our purpose built machine

The SPRAYING MANTIS

Freephone: 0800 068 08 78
Fax: 07000 481022
Car: 0850 300104

Unit 14, Roundshead Drive, Warfield, Berkshire RG42 3RZ
WEED FREE is a Registered Trade Mark

wayward shots cannot be unduly  useful home for large numbers of
criticised! The rock is behind the  excavated rocks
green - not in the approach area. Only rarely are courses built in
Another sensible use was to  ideal environments. With less
spread rocks in the beds of than perfect conditions, improvi-
streams to prevent washout and  sation and the intelligent use of
to create attractive torrents as local materials is far more effec-
shown in illustration 3. This pre-  tive than trying to create an
vents  erosion,  creates  an entire new artificial landscape as
attractive feature and finds a  well as costing much less.

EVENPRODUCTS

AN URGENT MESSAGE TO ALL GOLF CLUBS
WAIT!

Before you start up your imigation system this year, please afiow
the lalest Lagacy by Hunler spankiers fo demonstrate their pc:»*ba’
We wil con your greens from
lo Legacy by H s:rmh.fes (méx 6) absolut

To take advantage of this very special offer, 1eeync4e o ‘ax 0o

Tol:- 01386 41212  Fax:- 01386 423769

EVENPRODUCTS LTD, EVESHAM, WORCS, WR11 4TS, TEL: 01386 41212
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AMEN £
THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE

FOR
* TOP DRESSINGS * ROOT ZONES -
* BUNKER SANDS * PATHWAY GRAVELS -
y * AGGREGATES -
* SCREENED SOIL & PEAT *

AND NOW AVAILABLE

DRIVING
RANGE
EQUIPMENT

Sales Office Tel: 01270 213456/211149
Sales Office Fax: 01270 253772
E-mail: whitemossa@aol.com
128 Crewe Road, Haslington,
Crewe, Cheshire CW1 5RQ

Southern Region: Adrian Masters: 07971 229068
Northern Region: Mike Crabtre 70 815146
Midland Region: Andy Law: 70 752034

Whitemoss Quarry, Crewe Road, Radway Green,
Alsager, Cheshire CW1 1V]

Membership

@
BIGGA incorporates five Regions and 28 Sections, ensuring that there is a steady I ( !gl O n! ;

flow of information between grass roots level and the administrative headquarters.

Fach Region has its own Board consisting of a representative from each of the
Sections and is serviced by a Regional Administrator as follows:-

=]

Peter Boyd - Peter Larter - Derek Farrington - Paula Humphries

Regional Administrator Regional Administrator for Regional Administrator for Regional Admunistrator for Regional Administrator for

for Scotland Northem England. the Midlands. the South East. the S West and § Wales
Covering NorthEast, North Covering East Midland, Covering South West

Covering Ayrshire, West, Northern, Midand, East of England, Covering Surrey, Kent, South Coast, Devon and

Central, East, North and Clevedand, Sheffield and Berks, Bucks and Oxon Sussex, London, East Caomwall and South

West North Wales, and Mid Anglia. Anglia and Essex, Wales

Tel 0141 616 3440 Ted. 0151 431 0433 Tel, 01480 437507 Tel. 01903 260956 Tel, 01288 352194

BIGGA also has two sections in Northern Ireland
otaPayy,
r.

§

v
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Chelation

MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

0-5-8

Fe 8% is a uni ted phosphat

citrate chelate which provides an 8%

concentration of fully chelated iron in

a highly soluble form.

@

-

~ Guaranteed nutrient analysis
—_ Available Phosphoric Acid (P,05) 5.0%

o Soluble Potash (K ,0) 8.0%
< Iron (Fe) 8.0%

8% Chelated lron

Derived rom: Dipotassium Phosphate
and Iron Phosphate Citrate

iron <

Contents 10 litres

Longest lasting green-up.

AVONCROP AMENITY PRODUCTS

Also

Station Road Eastern Road
Sandford, Winscombe Bracknell
N. S rset BS25 SNX Berkshire RG12 2UP
Tel: 01934 820868 Iel: 01344 426600

Avoncr

Fax: 01344 428628

May 1999 Greenkeeper International 45

510 494 PY



EXPERTS RECOMMEND REGULAR LIGHT DRESSINGS
OF GREENS, TEES AND FAIRWAYS

ULTRA PLANT HAVE THE MACHINES TO DO IT

UB30S \ - — HL40

Spinner Top Dresser. Highlift Trailer.
Spreads to 5 metres, =5 For loading top dressers,
Ideal for regular light gravel/sand hoppers,
dressings of Greens U [ bunkers, etc.

and Tees.

UB50 A )

Precision Spreader. - Spinner/Loader
Truck mounted or . — £ Fairway Dresser.
tractor towed for k The ultimate dual
greens and tees. READER |5 purpose machine.

- = N Spreads to 11

metres. For loading

top dressers etc.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:

TEL: 01868 747582 ULTRA PLANT

FAX: 01868 746387

Whether you want to keep your green green or your pitch

perfect, Flowtronex makes the difference

Flowtronex variable speed pump sets are the heart of any
irrigation system, boosting flow and pressure wherever it is

needed to make the most of your landscape

Integrating the latest in variable speed technology with superior
design, engineering and construction, Flowtronex brings you

energy savings of up to 50% and reduced maintenance costs

And when you order a Flowtronex pump set you can have every
confidence that it has been designed to meet your specific

requirements ~ from bowling greens to championship courses

With a pump set from Flowtronex you can see the difference

1 2 Relay Road, Waterlooville, Homp%hire PO7 7XA, England

Tel: +44 (0) 1705 268511 Fax: +44 (0) 1705 241263
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Bill Oliver gives a helpful look into sprayer safety
and new European and HSE standards of compliance
with a view to up-dating or buying new sprayers.

Does your sprayer need updating?

Will the one you buy comply with the latest
machinery safety regulations?

What are these regulations?

You may find that equipment bought in the last
12 months does not meet required standards.
I'm afraid there is a need to constantly reassess
and accordingly up-date all machinery, not just
sprayers, and to introduce engineering controls
that further reduce injury and exposure to oper-
ator and the environment.

Employers have a duty to supply equipment
that is safe for use. The new provision and use
of \\'url\ equipment regulations came into effect
on | January 1998 and state that it is the
responsibility of the end user, where reasonably
practicable, to up- -grade existing equipment to
conform to the latest standards.

OK - where do we start?

First, for those making the best of what they

have already got. If your sprayer is lying in the
yard; is over three years old; is rusty, with crack-
ing pipes and a well-used pump, then it's not so

much “What can I do?” but “How can | safely
and legally dispose of the contaminated unit?”
If your sprayer is clean and has a good size
pump it may be worth bringing it up to the lat-
est standards. However, remember that paying
out for the new add-on features for your old
sprayer does not alter the fact that there is still
the heart of an old unit underneath.

Second, for those looking at a new sprayer.
There are lots of factors which you will have to
consider in choosing the correct specifications
which will work best for you and comply with all
the latest recommendations and guidelines.
Increased safety doesn’t come without a price,
but with this price you gain from higher work
rates, a wider spray window and automation of
essential functions from within the cab.
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it with confidenc

ey

Contrary to popular belief size
does matter. Larger capacities do
save time, money and most impor-
tantly, reduce the amount of
handling of concentrated chemi-
cals.

What is right for you? With a
larger tank you can maintain a
hipﬁ\cr work rate, although if the
ground is soft or steep in some
areas you don't have to fill the tank
right up, Think first and then ask
our advice. We at Gambetti make a
large range of truck-mounted units
of 350/450/600 litres and 650/850
litres for longer wheel bases.

Tractor-mounted sprayers are
available from 200 to 1000 litre.
Trailed sprayers range from 650 to
1500 litre with special units
designed with you, for you.

However, many other factors
influence the chemical application
and price of sprayer.

Pumps

The diaphragm pump is the best
for reliability and the ability to
handle abrasive substances and sus-
pensions, Beware, there are a lot of

a 3-diaphragm pump as standard
gives excellent output without hav-
ing to run at full throttle, thus
relieving wear and tear on the
pump and giving a smoother, qui-
eter vehicle.

Controls

Pesticide regulations state that
you must have a pressure balance
unit such that if you turn off one
section the others should not
increase in pressure. | have yet to
see the same in writing for sprayer
legislation, This type ()? control will
also allow for increase/decrease in
forward speed as long as you do not
change gear. Beware hydrostatics!
Hydraulic drive pumps have similar
increase/decrease as direct drive
units and usually are within plus or
minus 2% of sprayer output but
please check induction tank/chemi-
cal hopper.

sizes. Some manufacturers sell
small pumps on small sprayers but

Here's where there are big
changes under Supply of

Great golf is built on
J
Topsport

At Tarmac we take sport and leisure extremely seriously.

Created to satisfy the most exacting professional requirements,
Topsport is a tried and tested range of specialist products for
use in the construction and maintenance of a vast array of
sports and leisure surfaces, and has been used by some of the
UK’s premier sporting venues.

Used extensively by golf courses throughout the UK, including
Royal Birkdale, our impressive range of rootzones (up to USGA
Standard), topdressings, bunker sands, pathway materials
and drainage aggregates ensure maximum performance all
year round.

Topsport products can be supplied nationwide and are
matched by first-rate technical and sales support from Tarmac
Quarry Products, the UK’s largest aggregate producer.

Not only determined to meet, but to exceed customer
expectations, our aim is to ensure that whatever your
particular needs, Topsport has the proven experience, quality
and expertise to help you achieve perfect results.

For further details on any of the
Topsport range of products telephone

01298 213740

Tarmac Quarry Products Limited, Moorcroft, Lismore Road, Buxton,
Derbyshire SK17 9AP.
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Machinery (Safety) Regulations BS
EN 907 Agricultural and Forestry
Machinery Sprayers and Liquid
Fertiliser Distributors.

Chemical Induction Hopper

The BS EN 907 standard states
that sprayers shall be equipped
with a transfer device and HSE
takes this as a device complying
with ISO 5681: 1992 and meeting
the test standards of BS6356 parts
8 and 9. The EN 907 standard does
£o on to say that “if this is not pos-
sible™ the filling hole on the sprayer
shall be so positioned that the
height from the ground or from a
platform is not more than 1500
mm and the horizontal reach
between the rim of the hole and the
rim of the tank shall not be more
than 300mm. The important words
are “if not possible.”

A manufacturer’s technical file

must show that it is not possible to
fit a transfer device before they take

advantage of the direct filling into a
sprayer using the dimensions
referred to. Examples of when the
“not possible” derogation may be
applicable would be if the induc-
tion hopper caused stability
problems on the sprayer (eg if the
system was very large in relation to

the spraver) or if there was no safe-
ty benefit from fitting it (eg the
induction system mu|§ only be fit-
ted in such a way that filling had to
be carried out at a similar height as
filling direct into the spray tank.)
HSE would look very critically at
any claim that fitting any form of

induction system was not possible.
Certainly cost would not be a factor
normally taken into account in
such a decision and, for example,
HSE would not consider claims
that an induction system could not
be used because the sprayer pump
had too low an output for the sys-

)

| Club Car |

The utility vehicle designed specially for

Xtremely Rough Terrain.
SFhe 7"'4“—«’."

* | I-horsepower. 351 cc engine

* Four-wheel hydraulic brakes

* Independent front suspension coupled with semi-
independent rear suspension

* Aluminium I-beam construction and aluminium cargo box

Call the Sales Hotline: 01235 537575

Club Car UK Plc Dunmore Court, Wootton Road, Abingdon
Oxfordshire OX13 6BH

e e —————— "

' ARRIVES TO CONQUER ALL TERRAINS...

T ———

NEW CLUB CAR ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE FEATURES
DIFF-LOCK TRACTION

Club Car has launched the new XRT 272 rough terrain vehicle
for construction, greenkeeping and general maintenance
applications on golf courses. Based on extensive input from golf
industry customers, the versatile XRT 272 model features a
strong, durable design combining excellent load-pulling and hill
climbing power with superior stopping ability, enhanced stability
and increased traction via a differential lock system. ‘

The XRT 272 model is a multi-purpose utility vehicle - it can
easily be transformed from construction to maintenance mode
simply by replacing its heavy-duty, all-terrain, four-ply rated tyres
with turf tyres for working on grass. The XRT 272 vehicle is also
fun to drive, providing versatile and tangible proof that utility
vehicles can be tough and attractive at the same time. Users can
customise the XRT 272 with accessories such as a light bar with
halogen worklights; a 680 kg (1500Ib) rated, remotely-
operated front or rear-mounted winch; a hydraulic dump or
electric lift bed: side step bars; a heavy-duty brush guard; a bed
liner; a canopy top and windshield and beverage holders.

While competitive products have been engineered for other
applications and then adapted for golf course use. the CLUB
CAR XRT 272 vehicle was designed specifically for golf course
professionals. “During golf course construction, tough ground
conditions are often encountered. We have engineered a smarter,
stronger, more versatile machine - one with power, stability,
traction and stopping power to conquer trackless terrain and |
work harder in the field, where it counts,” said Jerry Hanss, |
Regional Manager for Club Car Europe. By combining these
advanced features, Club Car has created a utility vehicle that is

without doubt the best in its class.” ,

r———— T ——— el
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tem to work as a fair reason for not
fitting an induction system - if this
was the case it would suggest that
the manufacturer had not met
essential health and safety require-
ment 1.1.2 that relates to
integrated design.

Overall HSE considers that in all
but the most exceptional circum-
stances induction systems should
be a standard fitting,

From a wear point of view I would
also recommend a venturi type unit
which puts the chemical into the
tank without being taken through
the pump in neat concentration,
thus relieving clogging and wear on
valves. This will not allow any neat
chemical to be accidentally left in
either the control or the pump.
Concentrated chemical is thus
never pressured over (.5 bar.

Clean Water Containers

BS EN 907 is clear that all
sprayers shall be equipped with a
clean water tank with a minimum
capacity of 15 litres. There is no
exemption for small sprayers. HSE
therefore considers that a clean
water supply should be a standard
feature of all sprayers.

Protective Clothing Lockers
BS EN 907 does not cover these

nor, specifically, does the Supply of
Machinery (Safct)') Regulations.
However, it is still the view of the
HSE that to meet the duties
imposed by Section 6 of the Health
and Safety at Work Act 1974, they
are an item which should be pro-
vided with any sprayer to l!\o:l

avoid the contamination which will
be inevitable if contaminated
gloves or clothing have to be kept
in the cab.

Hose Pipe Holder

This holds the hose a safe dis-
tance from the contaminated tank
to prevent suck back into the mains
water supply but also stops the
next user of the hose from being
contaminated.

1 would like to see the following
imfcly features added to the above
ist.

Multi Turret Nozzles

These cut down on nozzle change
contamination. They encourage
operators to select the correct size
of nozzle tip to give the correct
droplet size on lﬁc spray target,
thus cutting down drift and using
expensive cg}ucmicals to full effect
environmentally. It can now be con-
sidered an offence to the
environment if spray drift is

deposited other than on target.

Swath marking with foam marker
and spray dyes also increases the
accuracy of chemical application by
minimising overlap and overdosing.

Low drift nozzles are very good
and I hope to do an article very
shortly on these.

Some of this article will seem very
basic to trained end users but there
are hundreds, probably thousands
of sprayers in golf/amenity use that
do not come close to these safety
specifications from the HSE let
(lY(m(‘ the new legislation from the
Environmental Protection Agency.
Most sprayers are very poorly
looked after but expected to be
ready for use at any time and in an
emergency.

I hope I've helped and look for-
ward to seeing all of you at shows
and on my travels. Have a good
year.

Bill Oliver works
as Technical
Sales for
Gambettibarre
(UK) Ltd who
also supply the
Rogers Windfoil
Booms which fit
on any sprayer.




ALTERNATIVE DECODERS BY

Tonic atering

Now installed in over
800 Golf Courses

® Stocked & fitted by nearly all independent ® Long life — designed to last for at least
installers 10 years

® Guaranteed compatibility & 5 year warranty ® Simple decoder testing and address

@® Competitive equivalents to Watermation, encoding with our low-cost programmer
CIC,Wright Rain, Primetime, Robydome, ® Most makes of controllers serviced and
Robydome Mk lll, Toro and ISS repaired by Tonick.

2EIEEJ) | ® PC performance at a
= “wall-mounted” price

@® Upgradeable to PC
control

The Tonick RM-I replaces
your worn-out controller;
no need to scrap most
decoders.

@ Optional radio remote
control.

All Trade Marks acknowledged

Sales: Worthing, West Sussex, Tel: 01903 262393
Factory and Technical Support: Ford, Arundel, West Sussex. Tel: 01243 554060

£05 §94 PY
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< 1999-2000

BIGGA

GOLF

DIRECTORY

Your comprehensive guide to the products
and services relating to the fine turf industry

Fill out the tear-off card printed at the back of this magazine,
to guarantee your listing in the 1999-2000 BIGGA Golf Directory

A full company listing under 3 categories starts from £100

Call Cheryl Broomhead now on 01347 833800 to reserve your place in the 1999-2000 BIGGA Golf Directory



From his base near York, Robert Laycock, an
independent agronomist, charts the history of
the use of acidic compounds on the golf course

Greenkeepers have been deliber-
ately acidifying their greens for the
last 60 years. Perhaps this is the
time to stop. The fairways and
rough of golf courses are often rich
in fine grasses, but rarely the
greens. Driving down the pH has
not had the desired effect. It may
have worked at first, but in many
cases acidification has gone too far.

The history of the Acid
Theory

The Acid Theory originated in
the 1920s as a result of research
work in the USA by Oakley and
later at other universities, such as
the University of Rhode Island.
Broadly spcuking. it had the aim of
creating the acid conditions which
research had shown favoured the
desirable fine fescues and browntop
bent at the expense of coarse grass
and broad-leaved weeds. This was
achieved largely through the use of
sulphate of ammonia.

/\prurvml_\' the theory as prac-

tisec came about as a
misunderstanding of Oakley’s
research. Oakley had established
his experimental turf from seed and
kept it clear of weeds by the use of
acidifying materials. He did not
start with weedy turf and then rid
it of weeds as was attempted by
greenkeepers subsequently.

In the UK the Acid Theory
appealed because it simulated the
acid soils where the fine fescues and
bents of acid heathland golf cours-
es could thrive. The acid conditions
also worked against the needs of
certain weeds (remember this was
before the invention of selective
hormone herbicides, which first
became available in the late
1940s). It was also before the days
of pop-up sprinklers and the over-
watering which they all too often
brought.

The acceptance of the theory was
widespread. In certain cases it was

very successful. I G Lewis, writing
in his book “Turf' in 1948, stated
that the Acid Theory:

“.eft in its wake hundreds of
...golf greens infinitely better than
before while causing severe damage
to others.” (My italics).

(It is interesting to note that [ G
Lewis was one of the first agrono-
mists to leave Bingley to set up his
own independent turf advisory ser-
vice, in the 1930s,)

In 1931, Beale wrote:

“There are fashions in fertilisers
as with everything else, the latest
being the “acidity theory” which is
so American that one feels almost
compelled to spell sulphate sulfate
as they do.

... In brief the theory is this; it is
claimed that if turf is dressed exclu-
sively with sulphate of ammonia in
conjunction with neutral compost,
free of lime, once a month from
March to October, both inclusive
for five years, the soil in most cases
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THE
THEORY

Driving down the pH
has not had the
desired effect.

It may have worked

at first, but in many
cases acidification has
gone too far.
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will be rendered sufficiently acid as
to exclude the growth of all weeds
and coarse grasses and promote
solely the growth of the very finest
grasses...” )

There was a backlash against the
theory (Which had been overdone
in the 1930s) and the very low pH
values which were caused had to be
corrected by liming in some cases.

A | MacSelf wrote about the hey-
day of the Acid Theory:

“Any remark made which implied
doubt [of the soundness of the
Acid Theory| was attributed 1o
stubborn prejudice and foolish
adherence to old-fashioned and
unscientific ideas.”

Observations on golf green
turf

We see few broad-leaved weeds
on old golf greens: However, if the
Acid “ Theory really worked we
would expect to find that golf
greens on acid soils are composed
solely of fescues and bents. The
only fescues which I see on the soil
based greens of old inland courses
are from recent overseeding or, in a
very few cases, where they have
managed to hold on against the
odds. Bent is more common, but
rarely manages to occupy more
than a small percentage of the area
of a green. The annual meadow
grass W hich the technique is
intended to oust is always the dom-
inant species. Perennial ryegrass is
also commonly found.

Many of the old greens | come
across have a turf consisting pre-

The rain in the UK is
naturally acid, so there is a
tendency for golf green soils

to become more acid over
time. Will there come a time
when they become too acid
for healthy plant growth?

dominantly of annual meadow
grass on soils of pH 4 to over 7. In
other words the annual meadow
grass seems to do better than the

»nt and fescues at all pH levels. In
other words the Acid ]Thcnry does
not work.

The effects of repeated acidifica-
tion can be seen in many of our old
golf courses. Earlier this year |
received soil samples from the
greens of a well known golf course
(not-a regular client), The pH val-
ues were between 4.4 and 4.8. The
turf was annual meadow grass, the
rootzone anaerobic and thatchy.
Experience has taught me that a
factor in the development of greens
like this is the use of acidifying
materials. My recommendation was
that the greens should be limed - |
do not ('\PL'L'( for one moment that
they will be. But what would be the
adverse effect of liming greens like
this? What could be worse than
their current condition?

Using lime on golf greens

| do not often advise the :l[\p]i\'.‘h
tion of lime to golf greens, but in
some cases it is necessary to correct
the effects of years of over-acidify-
ing. In these cases the benefits of
lime are significant. Greenkeepers
are often shy of using lime.

There is a widespread view that
lime is harmful to golf greens.
What about earthworms? If we let
the soil pH rise won't there be
worm problems? Clearly there is a
danger in this, particularly if lime is
used to excess. However, in my

experience, the increase in worm
numbers is small if advice from a
qualified agronomist is followed
carefully. It is less likely to happen
when starting from a very low pH.

What about fusarium patch dis-
ease? Won't that be worse if lime is
applied? Again, my experience is
that the turf on'very acidic greens
is less prone to fusarium after lim-
ing. ln one case the two greens
whichwere limed had no fusarium
while the rest of the greens on the
course did. My explanation for this
would be that the calcium in lime is
an important component of the cell
walls of the turfgrasses, and plants
need it to reduce the likelihood of
infection.

Management

There comes a time when every-
one should ask themselves: “What
are the problems on our greens?
What is causing them and what can
we do to put them right? Are they
the same as ten years ago? If not
should we change our management
Pl)]i\ \’

It is very easy to get into a rut
and apply the same management
programme to the golf greens this
vear as last year. This approach
assumes that there are no long-term
cumulative effects of the manage-
ment programme. In the case of
Acidity Theory - what are the long
term effects of constantly acidify-
ing the soil? The rain in the UK is
naturally acid, though not so much
as it was before the Clean Air Act,
and so there is a tendency for golf



There is a widespread
view that lime is
harmful to golf greens.

What about earth-
worms? If we let the
soil pH rise won't there
be worm problems?

green soils to become more acid
over time. Will there come a time
when they become too acid for
healthy plant growth?

Many plants are quite specific
about the conditions they like. Not
so annual meadow grass. It will sur-
vive at all levels of acidity. Why is
this? The reason is that it is not just
acidity that affects annual meadow
grass survival. It is the over-water-
ing, incorrect feeding and poor
drainage of too many golf greens
that make annual meadow grass the
best adapted grass for golf greens,
whatever their pH.

Some of the best old fescue-bent
greens occur on links courses where
the pH may be over 7 due to the
sea shell content of the sand on
which they are built. Why are these
greens not full of annual meadow
grass? One of my clients has greens
of this type but on one of the 18
there is a significant annual mead-
ow grass content. It is no
coincidence that this is the only
green on the course with pop-up
irrigation. This leads me to con-
clude that it is over watering, not
icidity, which is the main factor in
encouraging annual meadow grass
on the golf course.

Worse than the use of ammonium
sulphate, which with iron sulphate
is the usual acidifying material,
there are some disreputable indi-
viduals who promote the use of
granular sulphur, getting repeat
orders ])_\ (hcu‘l\ing pH on a \k'\‘]\
soil sample and ignoring the fact
that the surface of the soil is

extremely acid. Since this is where
the turf has most of its roots, it
inevitably suffers. Each time the
sulphur is applied it lingers in the
soil, acidifying it over a very long
time. Remember when using sul-
phur that the chemical reaction
which occurs in the soil produces
sulphuric acid, the effects of which
on plant material we know from
our school science lessons.

There are dangers from using any
material as powerful as sulphur or
lime to excess. If you intend to use
them be careful and understand
exactly what you are doing. Use
moderation in all things. Use sul-
phur. Use lime. But only do it when
you know exactly what you are
doing or have an independent advi-
sor who you can trust.

Robert Laycock has worked in
turf research and agronomy since
gaining an MSc from Imperial
College, London, in 1974.
Following six years of research at
STRI, his career has included
periods involved with turfgrass
breeding and grass seed produc-
tion, as well as the production of
cultivated turf and golf course
management and agronomy. He
now practices as an independent
agronomist from his base near
York, advising golf courses of all
types around the UK.

TURF AERATOR SPECIALISTS

Leading the field in aeration technology

TEL: 012656 67049

FAX: 012656 66855
CALL US FOR A
PRODUCT VIDEO,
DEMONSTRATION
OR JUST CALL TO
DISCUSS YOUR
REQUREMENTS

M Five pedestrian models, two tractor models, and one turf vehicle mounting. (From

18" to 72" swath)

B GROUNDSMANS rugged sealed bearing mechanism Is maintenance free and cares
a 24 month factory wananty. Its patented mechanism moves the tines back after
plunging info the ground giving a cleaner action which requires no TURF RETAINERS.

B Patented core collection attatchment (aeration and cote collection In one pass)
W Fost coverage (up to 6000 sq yds/hr @ 3°crs)
W Quick change fine holders (under 30 sec each)
B From micro 1o Jumbo fines, holow, solkd and chisel tines
W Depth adjustable up to 5° Your CONTACTS:
South England * David Meharg * Tel: 01380 828337
Midiands * Dean Broughton « Tel: 0116 289 2595
Scofiand « Sandy Amnit « Tel: 01382 330556
Northem Ireland » Bill Wacke « Tel: 012656 67049
Southern Ireland « John Foran « Tel: 00 353 405 30082

B Jamieson

Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd,
is an established company offering
expert advice on;

® Golf Course maintenance

@® Tournament preparation & presentation
® Machinery selection

@® Budgeting

@ Staff recruitment

@® Soil & turf analysis

@ Establishment of new golf courses

Contact: Bruce Jamieson

Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place,
Hartley Wintney, Hants, RG27 8UA

Telephone: 01252 844847
Email: brucejamieson@compuserve.com
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Welcome to the inaugural BIGGA workwear and casual clothing range. Late last year, BIGGA
and Stylo joined forces to bring you this exciting range of clothing and footwear for 1999.

Included in the range is the first ever BIGGA approved golf shoe, the Duo - a technologically
advanced shoe designed to provide the ultimate combination of on-course comfort and
functionality. This shoe accommodates both softspikes or traditional spikes - both with the
revolutionary quick-fit Q-Lok system.

All the clothing featured here is manufactured to the highest specifications in durable materials -
offering working comfort as well as practicability. All items subtly feature the BIGGA logo.

While all the garments and footwear featured represent exceptional

value for money - they have also been designed to be practical and
stylish for general leisure as well as for work use.

3 THE

“BIGGA

COLLECTION

GENERAL WORK & LEISURE WEAR

Lister Knitshirt

A classical cotton interlock short
sleeved shirt with a jacquard
design on collar and cuffs.
BKSH 961 NVY Navy £17.95
BKSH 961 WHT White £17.95
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL

Thornproof Gloves

These offer a special covering that
protects against thorns and brambles.
BGT 107 GRN Green £2.25

One size fits all

Pimple Palm Gloves

These gloves are pimpled

on the palm to provide extra grip.
BGP 108 GRN Green £2.25
One size fits all

Sweatshirt

Plain, quality cotton sweatshirt with
BIGGA logo.

SWT 105 NVY Navy £13.49

Sizes M, L, XL

Basket Weave Slipover

A practical cotton and acrylic basket
weave sli 2

BSWS 550 BLK Black £22.95
BSWS 550 NVY Navy £22.95
BSWS 550 BTL Bottle £22.92
Sizes M, L, XL

Owen Knitshirt

This is a plain coloured polyester/cotton
short sleeve shirt. It has a flat knit colour
and features the BIGGA logo.

BKSH 910 BTL Bottle £14.95

BKSH 910 NAV Navy £14.95

Sizes M, L, XL

Trousers

Poly/cotton trousers with 2 side slant
pockets and 2 rear pockets.

TRS 104 NVY Navy £17.95 (reg leg)
TRS 105 NVY Navy £17.95 (long leg)
Sizes 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42

Full Zip Fleece

This fleece top is made from Teflon
material, which ensures that rain will
‘run-off' the garment, making it quick
drying and very practical. It comes in navy
with a contrasting collar.

BFLC 500 NVY Navy £29.95

Sizes M, L, XL




Duo Golf Shoe
. Incorporating a technically designed hard-wearing
T ®e rubber outersole which is suitable for both
ol conventional and alternative spikes. Each pair of
2 Duo comes with conventional spikes fitted and a
separate pack of alternative spikes. The shoe
utilizes an Iso-Thermal weatherproof membrane
system, developed especially for its waterproof
and breathing qualities.
MG 486 BBU Men's Black/Burgundy £41.95
MG 487 WNY Men's White/Navy £41.95
LG 833 WBG Women's White/Beige £41.95
LG 834 WBU Women's White Burgundy £41.95
Men's sizes 6-11 including half sizes and 12 A 3
Women's sizes 3-8 including half sizes -

d Safemasta Steel
e Toe Capped
Wellington Boot
Durable all-purpose
Wellington with thick
< moulded sole and heel
e Waterproof/Breathable Rainsuit grip for easy removal.
Matching jacket and trousers with . SFT 01 BK Black
zip and popper fastening to ensure : £18.95
complete protection from the rain. Sizes 5-11 plus half
BWS 01 NB Navy Blue £49.95 sizes 6 /2and 9 V2
Sizes M, L, XL, XXL (31" Leg) %

e Stavanga Steel Toe e
Capped Ankle Boot

Tough, comfortable workboot with

padded ankle protection and extra

grip. Contoured high-grip sole.

Fairfield 11l

Stylo has produced its own Iso-thermal system STV 01 BK Black £49.95 A {
sweaters to protect you from the worst elements. Sizes 5-12 plus half sizes _‘ 5
The membrane system is ultra thin yet provides full 6'%2and 9 2 .

waterproof protection and is completely breathable.
The Fairfield lll is a transfer cable and argyle patterned
sweater which is made from a wool/acrylic twist yarn.
BSWT 375 CRM Cream £49.95

BSWT 375 NVY Navy £49.95

Sizes X, M, L, XL, XXL

Waterproof Trousers

Practical, extra-strength, multi-use trousers.
WPT 102 GRN Green £10.95

Sizes M(34), L(36), XL(38)

Sesssssssannans R ]

Product code Size  Quantity Total price Your name, address and finance details

COLLECTION

To purchase merchandise from

the 1999 BIGGA collection,

simply indicate which products

you require in what quantities

and sizes, using the order form ; g

printed here.
(You may photocopy this form to avoid
cutting your Greenkeeper International)

All prices shown are inclusive of

VAT. Orders under £200.00 will

incur an additional £4.00 postage

and packing supplement,

After completing your order

details, next complete your name

and address details, and return

this form with your VISA details = ¢

or cheque (made payable to T PhsPtP(RA00) The BIGGA Collection orderline: S

BIGGA) for the full an'.\ount Tota; rean 01 347 833800

(inc postage and packing)

All competed merchandise forms must be returned complete with payment details to: The BIGGA Collection, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF




With the appoin
an important
training and e;tep
offers a wide and

LIBRARY

TRANSCRIPTS

Management of the Golf
| guides including the identification of
n of trees and shrubs and the control VIDEOS
on & Development Fund has also

.

ional based management
¥ members.
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/
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< more information about BIGGA’s education and training opportunities
Py available to you, contact Ken Richardson, Education and Training Manager,
= or Sami Collins, Education and Training Assistant on 01347 833800.



Gary Haines,
Stuart Ashworth,
Carl Crome and
Alex Wright

BIGGA's latest Golden Key company, Amenity Technology,
has quickly become a recognisable name within the industry
thanks to a combination of inspiration and perspiration.
Scott MacCallum travelled to Reading to meet the team.

In terms of change there can be few
equivalent industries to match fine
turf over the last few years,

Keeping up with the growth and,

more importantly; increasing levels of

sophistication takes commitment,
imagination, not to mention sheer
hard work, but as Amenity
Technology, BIGGA's latest Golden
Key member, has proved the rewards
are there.

The company started small in
1993, with just one man armed with

a good idea, but it has grown out of

all proportion to the extent that it

has recently moved into new premis-
es in Reading, the fourth move in six
vears of trading; has 12 full time
members of staff and an attractive
set of product ranges packed with
items which are becoming more and
more popular with greenkeepers.

That original idea was to bring
unique products into the market
place and the key was to choose a
time when the industry was ready
for such a change.

“I saw niche market emerging
hecause there was a lot of new golf
club development at the time and

the demand for courses to sell them-
selves, and pay more attention to the
cosmetics and Iprc\cmminn, was

becoming much greater,”  said
Managing Director, Carl Crome.
Having the idea is one thing but
putting it into practice is quite
another but Carl built solid founda-
tions for the fledgling company by
spending valuable time and effort
researching his potential product
base in the country which leads the
way in such things - the USA.
“America has far outgrown us with
22,000 golf courses and still growing
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An unusual addition to the office!
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The fertilisers include The
Andersons and The Sustane
ranges from America

The golf equipment and
accessories come from the
Bayco range

The Water Management
range includes Crystal
Clear, biological algae con-
trol and lake clarifier

The Biotech range includes
root enhancers and disease
suppressants

The wetting agents which

include the new Drencher
range

60 Greankeeper International May 1999

and so with much

cater competition
they had to learn to
sell themselves and
products have been
developed  which
were perhaps five to
ten vears ahead of
the {JK." explained
Carl.

He spent a num-
ber SE:F months
sourcing new prod-
ucts from America
which were unavail-
able in the UK
market.

“I brought these
specialist products
over to Britain and
marketed them out
through a distribu-
tor network. There
was no-one else at
the time doing the
same thing.”

It is a measure of
the success the com-
?inv has subsequently enjoyed, and

“arl's ability to spot talent among
the thousands of products available
Stateside, that many are now estab-
lished as key weapons in a British
greenkeeper’s armoury.  “Many of
the products we brought over initial-
ly were thought of as no more than

immicks and it is mtisTn to see
them now so well establis ctf"

Initially Amenity Technology’s
market tended to be clubs at the
upper end of the game but this has
now filtered down to the more regu-
lar members’ clubs. The question of
whether this has been caused by the
golfers demand for a higher standard
of golf course, or that education is
reaching the level that greenkeepers
are demanding better quality prod-
ucts elicits an answer from Carl of
“Both”.

“The education of the greenkeeper
now is just streets ahead of where it
was even five years ago but the golfer
is also much more demanding.

Amenity Technology now concen-
trates its efforts on five product
ranges and within these its own
Research and Development division
has introduced several own-brand
products.

“When it comes to our own devel-
opment we always try to avoid ‘Me

00" products,” said  Stuart
Ashwaorth, the company’s Technical
Director and a qualified soil scientist.

“Instead we try to come up with
something which is better; more envi-
ronmentally sound; better researched
and with better back-up, In other
words we ar¢ always trying to

improve on the quality of the prod-
ucts that are out there rather than
coming up with another 8-0-0. We
want to be one step ahead.”

An area where much development
is expected over the next few years is
bio  technology and Amenity
Technology is making sure it can
meet customer needs in that regard.

“People are becoming much more
aware of the environment, There is
always news about, whether it be
genetically modified food, global
warming or that having a 1.1 litre car
will reduce your road tax and this
rubs off at work too and we're think-
ing about how we can help the
environment,” said Stuart,

“One of our main fertiliser ranges is
based on turkey manure so again
we're turning one man's waste into
another man's useful product. We
are trying to cater for that need by
providing environmentally sound
products that can be used for a sus-
tainable resource,” he added.

The desire to avoid the “same
again” mentality also goes for the
imported products where the team
can look at 100 products and end up
only bringing one of them on
board... if that.

“There has been real change in the
last couple of years, Previously we
would approach potential suppliers
but now we are approached regular-
ly by companies who want us to be
their distributors, They have heard
what we have done for other large
name American suppliers like The
Andersons and realise the potential
we could offer them,” said Carl.

“But we are limited by whether
the potential product fits into our
portfolio and has sufficient research
and trial data to backup the suppli-
ers claims,” he added.

The company has an open man-
agement structure with regular
meetings where all members are
able to put forward their point of
view:

“We have a very relaxed approach
and hope that comes across to our
customers,” said Carl, and the easy
banter within the team itself is
proof of that approach.

They use a distributor network,
which stretches the length and
breadth of the country to reach
their customers.

“We want greenkeepers to be able
to deal with their local distributor
so they can talk easily about our
products, and receive high levels of
service,” said Sales Director, Gary
Haines.

To keep the distributors up to
speed on what are often highly
advanced, technical products regu-

lar presentations are held to provide
product information on the latest
releases while Amenity Technology
staff will often accompany distribu-
tors on greenkeeper visits or make
visits themselves to learn what the
end-user thinks about products or
wants from future developments.

As well as developing its five prod-
uct ranges Amenity ‘Ilc’chnolugy has
made a conscious decision to raise
the profile of the company recently,

“I don’t think there can be many

eenkeepers now who haven't
heard of Amenity Technology,” said
Sales and Marketing Co-ordinator,
Alex Wright, who charts this change
over the last two and a half years.

“BIGGA has helped us in this
regard as we have done a great deal
of advertising in Greenkeeper
International while BTME is also a
superb opportunity for us to get to
know our customers,”

During Harrogate week Amenity
Technology hosted a reception for
up to 45(§>iln the Old Swan Hotel. It
is a friendly hands-on approach that
has been well received by the
nation's greenkeepers and is one
which is now being taken beyond
these shores. The team also under-
stands that a selling job often has to
be done to the committee, members
and people who just play the course
as well as the Course Manager or
Head Greenkeeper.

“Often a product is bought by a
club because it answers the
demands that the club golfers have
whether it be green indicator dye or
colourant for lakes, If the member-
ship is happy the greenkeepers job
is much easier,” said Gary.

“We are now moving into Europe
and are doing particularly well
throughout the EEC”

The decision to formalise the rela-
tionship between the company and
BIGGA was taken through a gen-
uine desire to make a contribution
to greenkeeper education, "As | said
earlier muclll of our success is based
on our products being taken on by
knowledgeable greenkeepers and
anything we can do to assist with

eenkeeper education obviously
f'\Tclps us as well as the profession,”
explained Carl,

While impressive, the growth and
expansion of Amenity Technology
over the last six years has been
achieved in a measured fashion and
feet have stayed very firmly on the
ground.

“We have a long term strategy for
Amenity Technology and that
involves doing things the right way.
We believe we do that,” concluded
Carl,
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knock ‘'em back
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Knock ‘em out!

Greenor* and Bastion* T control a wide range of
weeds and give outstanding control where
Daisies, Slender Speedwell and other difficult to
control broad leaved weeds are a problem.

Extensively trialled with proven performance, the
high strength of Greenor and Bastion T means
low application rates and fast absorption with
excellent safety - even to young grass.

Advanced micro-emulsion technology increases
herbicide activity, simplifies application and
improves spray performance.

Bastion* T contains fluroxypyr and mecoprop-P.

or* contains fluroxypyr, clopyralid and MCPA

* Bastion T and Greenor are trade marks of Dow AgroSciences
ALWAYS READ THE LABEL. USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.

Greenor and Bastion T are both part

of the wide range of Mascot selective

herbicides - so whatever needs to be knocked
out there is sure to be a formulation that's exactly
right for you.

For further information phone

0800424918

righy taylor

L2\ 494 PY

Rigby Taylor Ltd., Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancs., BL1 4AE Tel: 01204 394888 Fax: 01204 398379
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benefi

Membership has experienced tremendous growth since
1987 when the amalgamated membership figure from the
three associations stood at 1,200. Eleven years later, in
1999, membership had exploded to a record breaking
6,600 members and is still recording year on year growth.

Membership is not just for greenkeepers, it is open to any-
one connected with the fine turf industry and BIGGA now
has three membership categories:

Greenkeeper membership - for anyone who is employed on a full-time basis as a greenkeeper at a golf club.

Associate membership - for anyone who is not employed as a greenkeeper but is involved or works within the fine turf industry.

Student membership - for people studying full-time at college for a qualification in greenkeeping.

These categories ensure that everyone can contribute to the profession and benefit from the many services BIGGA has to offer.

For more information on the many other benefits that BIGGA mem )
can offer you, and for an application l'orm, contact addisor




The most cost effective way of reaching readers of
Greenkeeper International. Simply ring Jenny Panton,
Cheryl Broomhead or James McEvoy on 01347 833800
and ask about an alphabetical category listing; the
cost starts from as little as £29.50 per month.

WSOILCARE

Aerating or root feed
required?

Problem Solved!

Terralift - aerates and root feeds
turf & trees to 1 metre

Deep Drill improves root growth
down to 10" by drilling holes,
leaving an unmarred surface.

€ & P SOILCARE LTD * Unit 3 Bush Farm * Nedging
Ipswich * Suffolk + IP7 781 - Tal/Fax: 01449 741012

KEITH DRIVER

(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)

ey

HYDROJECT AERATION, 4
AND CHEMICAL

INJECTION SERVICE Q }ﬁmmﬁ

(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE)

A Jull runge of expertly operated turfcare services ulio ovaslubie

Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile 0958 532008

8 Morecarmbe Rd, Brighton. Sussex BN1 BTL

B Jamieson

Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Lid, is an
established company offering expert advice on

® Golf Course maintenance

® Tou s n & p tation

® Machinery seledlon

©® Budgeting

@ Staff recruitment

@ Soil & turf analysis

® Establishment of new golf courses
Contact Bruce Jamieson
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartiey Wintney, Hants
RG27 BUA  Telephone: 01252 844847

Amenity Spraying

& N>

R4

* Advice » Application e
Supply ¢ Training

DRIFT FREE Contract Spraying

utilising our purpose built machine

he SPRAYING MANTIS

Freephone: 0800 068 08 78
Fax: 07000 481022
Car: 0850 300104

Unit 14, Roundshead Drive, Warfield, Berkshire RG42 3RZ
WEED FREE is @ Registered Trade Mark

How well do
you ‘Know Your

Numbers'?

Vertidraining + Acriation + Seeding
+ Fertilising + Top dressing

+ Contact Spraying + All leading

brands of seeds, fertilisers & chemicals

Amenity Land Services Ltd
. Long Lane, Wellington
Telford TF6 6HA

Contact: lvan Toon. Jonathon Carr, Duncan Burton
Tel: (01952] 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369

How well do
you ‘Know Your

1 golf course df‘a gn, working
dwide and offering professional
services from initial site appraisals and
feasibilities, conceptual designs, to
detailed ecture, specifications and
ct management and construction
design
Merrist Wood House, Worplesdon,
Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE
Tel: 01483 884036 Fax: 01483 884037

Artificial Grass

S o st
Gabbotts Farm Barn'_-}
Bury Lane, Withnell,
Chorley, Lancashire
PR6 8SW

Tel: 01254 831666
Fax: 01254 831066

I ¢ VERDE TEE FRAME

* Steel platform, woven grass lop

7 o VERDE WINTER TEE

‘ Cienerous size. self-mstall ki

! o VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices
¢ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES

o DRIV I\(- BAYS AND NETS 4

of club and home use

T T L D P £ e

Available through most uﬁml.dvh
course equipment supplicrs
Please call for samples & miormation

i e s e 22
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ek o RN AR -

Bio-Technology for Turf

IPR

‘ DRILLING SERVICES

Craigie, Kilmarnock KA1 SNB

WELL DRILLERS

Specialist in water wells for Irrigation,
Divining service available. Instailation and
commissioning of submersible pumps
We supply the full package nationwide.

Tel: 01563 860241
Fax: 01563 860212

A mwirtier of the Brttrsh DAling Assocsanon

HE GREENKEEPER'S
CHOICE

sechonal steel buldngs m vano 9%
Q Machunery & equupmenl storage
@ Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage
@ Workshops @ Tool sheds
@ Trolley stores
@ Temporary fencing & secure
enclosures
For FREE design service, quotation
brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW

D 0121 561 5656 (24hrs)

Garratts Lane, Cradiey Heath, West Midlands, B64 5SR
Fax: 0121 559 0505

Greenkeepers’ Stores
Driving Ranges
Club Houses

@ Machinery Storage

4 Maintenance Workshops

+ Fenrtiliser and Weedkiller Storage

¢ Offices and Staff Mess Rooms
FREE Initial designs and costings

I van J Cooper Ltd

Steel Framed Buildings
Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET
Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662

How well do
you ‘Know Your

Numbers'?

Thinking about a
biological programme?
First ask a biologist

Contact Stella Inglethorpe BSe.
or Janet Graystone BSc

Tel: 01372 456101

MEMBERS BUNKER RAKES
FROM ONLY £2.54 EACH

Strong construction complete with
replaceable threaded handle
12 for £2.99 each ETIE
50 for £2.69 each mmmg}‘é&?ﬁ
100 for £2 54 each EERCEERTLH
Prices are for complete rakes
delivered free
Rake support pegs 70p each
Made in UK by MW Dyason Ltd,
6/10 Hitchmead Road,
Biggleswade, SG18 ONH.
Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186

et

Here's your chance to win
£50!

Simply look through all the
products and services in
our guide and name the
companies which the fol-
lowing telephone numbers
refer to;

a. 01722 716361
bh. 01206 272834
c. 01538 702282

Write down your three
answers on a postcard and
send your entries to:-

Know Your Numbers,
Greenkeeper International,
BIGGA HOUSE,
Aldwark, Alne,

York YO61 1UF

Entries to reach us no later
than Thursday, May 13,
1999. The first correct
entry drawn will receive a
cheque for £50!

The judges decision is
final. No correspondence
will be entered into. This
competition is not open to
BIGGA staff or non-mem-
bers.

Last month, Christopher
Tozer of Bridport & West
Dorset GC, certainly knew
his numbers when he cor-
rectly identified all three
telephone numbers.

Our congratulations and a
cheque for £50 are on
their way to you!
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J&E ELY

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Reading, Berks
Tel/Fax: 0118 9722257

E-mail: ely@btinternet.com

& ©

/\
CONTOUR

GOLF-LIMITED

Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses
Tel: 01327 879464
Mobile: 0385 272935
Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry,
Northants NN11 4QS
Irish Office: 026 471 83

C.). Collins

Construction
Golf Course Contractors

8,

& “s‘ Burgess Hill. West Sussex
sBAICs Tel: 01444 242993

o Fax: 01444 247318
28 PUMP LANE
Art|) ngw“m, HORNDEAN
—— WATERLOOVILLE
HAMPSHIRE
POS TS ENGLAND
T/F: (01705) 592390

or Contact Ted Awcock on 0410 450454
Update Your Existing Course By
TEE EXTENSIONS
GREEN RE-MODELLING
BUNKER ALTERATIONS
DRAINAGE
o NEW COURSE CONSTRUCTION

Specialists
in Golf
Course

Construction |

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
"Ashfieid House" = 1154 Melton Road
Syston +Leicester « LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766

'6AGCC,  Mobile: 0836 553899
Fax: 0116 269 6866

Whitnel
Contracts

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Woodlands, Ellis Road, Boxted,
Colchester, Essex CO4 5RN
Tel: (01206) 272834 Fax: [01206) 272104

® o B

SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE

Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service
Contact Geoff Sleath

Tel/Fax: 01709 862075
Mobile: 0976 751742

LAND UNIT

CONSTRUCTION

Hanslope, Milton Keynes MK19 7BX.
Tel: 01908 510414 Fax: 01908 511056

Robust & Durable

Drainage

White Horse Contractors
Limited

r N

+ Construction
* Renovation
* Drainage
« Irrigation

Tel: 01865 736 272
Fax: 01865 326 176

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD

(
Turfdry Sy
Golf Course Drainage

Specialists

For fast and friendly UK
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 0836 259133

STEVENIPASK

Construction and laser grading
Of all Naral Sponsturt surfaces

Drainage, sandslitting and gravel banding

\enidraining (2.5m and .50
Overseeding, sand spreading and de-stoning

Tel: 01529 455757

Duncan Ross
L.and Drainag®

Limited

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

* Latest Sportsturf trenching machine
* Verti Draining % Sand Siitting * Overseeding
* Gravel Banding + Top dressing

Design, installation and maintainence service

Tel/Fax: 01257 255321
Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lance

Specialists in land drainage,
golf course construction and
maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 SEB
Tel: 01722 716361 = Fax: 01722 716828

Drainage.

Ay
~ Sand Slitting.
. Vertidraining.
. Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

J. PUGH-LEWIS LTD |

SPORTSTURF CONTRACTORS
We operate a full range of specialist
drainage machinery and have over
25 years experience,

pipe drainage - gravel banding
sand slitting - vertidraining
overseeding

CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE
Tel: 01773 872362
Fax: 01773 874783

Tailor made

Liquids, solubles & granular.
Based on Soil & Tissue analysis

Call for 2 quote on

01372 456101

Golf Course Supplies

M.C. & MA.
STEWART
(HAULAGE) LTD

"4cht W
A family business established 1969
BS EN IS0 9002: 1992 Registered Company

GRAVEL, SAND, SOIL,
ROOT ZONE, TOP DRESSING,
WOOD BARK, TRACK MATERIAL

The independent supplive with the wide product range
For professional service nationwide contact Rachael

Tel: 01257 7925367792692 Mobile: 0973 426890

Woodlands, M Preston Road, Coppull,

Chorles, Lancashire PR7 SHS

Hire Services

PARKER

TRENCHING HIRE

TRENCHERS * PLOUGHS
ROCKWHBELS .

NATIONAL HIRE
TEL: (01554) 778666

Cameron

IRRIGATION

Suppliers of krigation Equipmaent 1o Golf Courses,
qu&m Landscapes, Hortioulhae.
of lmgason
* Bxsting systems renovated and upgraded
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

Call now for yous unQaItion needs

Cameron (_Macpenny )

Undt 17-18. Hightown Ind Est. Ringwood, Hands BH24 IND

Tel: 01425 474614 R 01425 471296

An independant Company

Design, Supply,

Installation,
Service & Sales
NE ire, Li , Derbyshire,
and L

EB & L Simms

Unit 18, Camp Hill CLose, Dallamire Lane,
Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1TT

Tel: 01765 602175/690598 Fax: 01765 603483

T &G IRRIGATION

Design, installation and maintenance

175 Westgate Road, Belton,
Doncaster DN9 1QA

Tel: 01427 874200 Fox: 01427 875333

Full member of STUA

Y
Martin

GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS

Speak to Europe’s most experienced,
independent consultants for objective,
unbiased advice, before deciding

YORK & MARTIN
PO BOX 1192 FORDINGBRIDGE
HANTS, SP6 1YD, U.K.

Tel. 01425 652087 Fax. 01425 652476

2

Wafc: ‘cde

rr;gal’.mew erwices

The most professional Design, Supply and
instaliation service in the North

Trained in Golf Course management, with real
knowledge of irigation and Golf Course needs.
Etfortiess irigation with
Call now on: 01405 814889
Mobile: 0421 578828

Gou'll be amazed where we ?,0}’ up!
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Autofiow Systems

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR

WATER REQUIREMENTS ON

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES,
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD,
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRICATION SPECIALIST

pY OCMIS

IRRIGATION

Design, Manufacture,
Supply, Installation
& Service.

Ocmis specialise in Irrigation
Systems for Golf Courses,
Sportsgrounds, Recreational,
Amenity & Landscape Areas.
For further information contact:

HEAD4O£FICE SCOTTISH OFFICE

Design. Supply.
Installation.
Service.

X
i

Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

241939 2202102

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports
and Leisure Grounds

o de+8

Glen Farrdw

IRRIGATION
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

Tel: (01775) 722327
Fax: (01775) 725444

plied * 1

British Turf & Landscape
[rrigation Association

“Quality by Association”
Qur aim is to ensure you
have the best possible
irrigation system so we
constantly monitor, maintain

and raise the standards of
BTLIA members.

For a full list of members
contact David Halford
Tel: 01995 640611 or

Fax: 01995 640842
*DESIGN *INSTALLATION*
*MAINTENANCE*
TEL: 01785 812706

WARDLE

Consulting Engineers Ltd

INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
& PROJECT MANAGERS

Head Office: Tel/Fax: 01283 711864
Southern Office: 01483 278416
Scoltish Office: 01259 742447
E-mail: wardle@avnet.co.uk

MJM Services

Groundwork & Irrigation Contractor

Suppliers and installers of irrigation systems
Moleplough, trencher and digger hire
Drainage and ditch cleaning
7 day call out service for repairs

MERi Planning

Supply
ST Installation

Lining membranes and associated products for
ponds, lakes, water features and reservoirs.

Tel: 01594 529191 Fax: 01594 529413

Pathway Materials

AC,
K87Ce,

TRACEY TIMBER
RECYCLING LTD

PATHWAY/SPECTATOR GALLERY WALKCHIP

DECORATIVE COLOURED MULCH FOR
FLOWER BEDS AND PLANTED AREAS

CONSTRUCTION SLEEPERS AVAILABLE

CALL FOR FREE SAMPLES OF CHIP

TEL: 01505 333515
FAax: 01505 333516

49 BURNBRAE ROAD,
LINWOOD, SCOTLAND PA3 38D

Us=
STRANCO

pH control and dosing systems for your
irrigation water, for improved turf quality.
Nartionwide installation and commissioning

service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes

USF STRANCO
17 Apex Business Park, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27
3JU Telephone: 01323 441744 Fax: 01323 441611

Railway Sleepers

K& J BOWNES&SONS

Railway Sleepers

Delivery Nationwide
All genuine quotes beaten

Tel: 01909 731647
Fax: 01909 733005

Do you ‘Know

Your Numbers’

well enough to
win £507?

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

Specialist Manufacturer and Suppler
(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top
Dressungs - to all specifications includiig

USGA. Supplied nationwide
Please phone for quotation
Tel: (01858) 464346/433003

Fax: (01858) 434734

Great sport is built on

TR0

National suppliers of
sports surface materials:

+ Sand + Rootzones * Pathway Materials
+ Loksand * Drainage Aggregates

For further details telephone
01298 213740

a

Tarmac

RAI LWAY
SLEEPERS

Contact

Tel: 01302 365222
Fax: 01302 341691

DECODERS
CONTROLLE

Work with Watermation, CIC, Wright Rain,
PrimeTime, Robydome, TORO and 1SS

+ 5 yeor warranty on decoders

* Multl outputs avallable

+ Free address programmer/tester

+ Controller works with existing decoders

* Competitively priced

TONICK WATERING

TEL: 01903 262393 FAX: 01903 694500
Full mamber of BTLIA

LL.S. IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
& EQUIPMENT

® Contact us for irrigation
installation service @
® Up-dates ® Equipment sales

L.L.S. Irrigation, Oundle Road, Lutton,
Peterborough PE8 5ND.

Tel: 01832 272450
Fax: 01832 272191

Tel: 0181 890 9172

7

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Design, supply and installation of

Rav R BIrD.

Irrigation Systems

Tel: 01722 716361

o,
Gosmmmine owmonos

_— Liners for lakes, ponds and
(%"' storage lagoons from the
UK’s leading contractor
Comprehensive advice
@ regarding design and
construction of water areas

Detailed brochure available on request

GT Ltd, Wiston Road, Nayland,
Colcliester, Essex CO6 4TL
Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998

LANDSCAPING
GRADE SLEEPERS
SELECTED HARDWOOD

B E s QUALITY

PRICES
N ALSO N
COCKLESHELL PATH MEDIA

FINETURF PRODUCTS
Tel: 01375 361606

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

GRADE ONE SECONDHAND
© We will beat any genuine quote
@ No minimum order
@ Delivery any area

Also svailable
NEW UNTREATED OAK SLEEPERS

SLEEPER SUPPLIES
TEL: 01302 888676
FAX: 01302 880547
EMAIL: sales@sleepersupplies.forceS.co.uk

Suppliers of The Duniop Winter Tee
& Practice Mat

* Golf Course Furniture

Driving Range & Practice Ground
Equipment

Flooring & Pathways

Tel: 01704 571271

Fax: 01704 571272

TUPTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TEE MATS, CARRYMATS
AND PUTTING
SURFACES FROM

CARPETITION LTD

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel: (014841428777 Fax: (01484) 42325

Top Dressings

ROOTZONES i TOP DRESSINGS
DIVOT MIXES GRADED SOILS
DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS

0800 7317450

ALAN HADLEY Lud
Fenton House, 102 Grazely Rd,
Three Mile Cross, Berks. RG7 18]
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Golf Environment
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Britain’s No 1 for

QUALITY « SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Eaton Hall Quarry, Manchester Rd,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 2LU

Tel: 01260 281801 Fax: 01260 278884

X Bl .~ BOUGHTON _
i LOAM LTD
Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants

Tel: 01536 510515
for
Turf Dressing
Root Zone Mixes
Screened Top Soils
Bunker Sands
Horticultural Composts

“Pre-germinated grass seed"
“Liquid Sod" Spray-on grass
Herbicides
Grass Seed
Fertilisers

)

Turf
QManagement

Systems

Dromangh Farm. Sevenhills Road
Iverheath, Bucks, SLO OPA

Tel: 01895 834411

TREES TREES TREES

For everything to do with trees In the

?omng landscape, planning to planting,

elling and grant applications. Long

ferm maintenance programmes and

management plans for the Millennium.
Nationwide,

DOLLAR - DURHAM - RETFORD - CHESTER

EAMONN WALL & CO

WOODLAND DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT
TEL: 0191 384 2559 FAX: 01259 743073

GROWERS

AND SUPPLIERS
OF QUALITY CULTIVATED
TEES, GREENS AND AMENITY
TURF COUNTRYWIDE

-
ol
>

TEL: 01427 890797
FAX: 01427 891785

TT ProTurf Ltd

NORTH CARR FARM, WEST STOCKWITH, NR
DONCASTER. SOUTH YORKSHIRE DN10 480

Q Lawns @

Growers of Quality Turf
* Uniquely cultivated on fine
dark soils
* Next day deliveries
* Quality assured company
ISO 8002
British Field Products Limited [ =~
Corkway Drove, Hockwold, &
Thetford, Norfolk 1P26 4]JR =, 3
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911

_A
SOVEREIGN
TURF

SALES HOTLINES

Tel: 01603 746229

Fax: 01603 746243

Mob: 0850 752744
round

y tor TGA
\1:' \I'PROVED
quality turf” TURF

“All year

Turf Dressings

Manufacturers of quality dressings, including
green organic, fensoil & loamns, or fairways,
greens & tees, in loads of all sizes

Serving the South of England

Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115

FIR TREE FARM - BLAXHALL - WOODBRIDGE IP12 20X

Turf Growers
and Innovators of
Turfgrass Systems

The Chestnuts, Wilberfoss,
York, YO41 5NT
Tel: 01759 321000
Fax: 01759 380130

e-mail: info@ inturf.co.uk

BAILEY’'S OF NORFOLK
GOLF TURF DRESSINGS 1 SAND »

» SCREENED TOP SOIL « FEN SOIL
Deliveries Nationwide
BAILEY'S OF NORFOLK
Tel: 01603 754607

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

Manufacturer and distributor of FENDRESS Regular
and FENDRESS Greentop (Soll-Less) Top Dressings.
Falrway Dresslng and Economy Mixes also avallable.

NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES « PLEASE PHONE FOK A QUOTATION

Tel: 01858 464346/433003
Fax: 01858 434734

FLOTATION
TURF TYRES
* Wide Flat Treads *

* Custom Made Wheels »

* New and Used available *
ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs
Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265

Vertidraining Hire

PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South
For greens, lees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Expanancad Operaior, compatitive pnoes and relabie service
Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211
or Mobile 0850 612061

1 Whete Horse Cottages. Silverhdl, Hurst Green.
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 70A

WORTH

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth
WORTH DRAINING
Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham,
Lincoinshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

S EWARD

TURF MAINTENANCE

Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre
Gravel Banding over seeding
Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming
and Top Dressing

Phone York: 01904 765949
Freephone: 0500 432120

Do you ‘Know

Your Numbers’

well enough to
win £507

Just the job.

To place an advertisement in the Recruitment Section, call Cheryl or Jenny now on 01347 833800 Greenkeer

May 1999 Greenkeeper International 67


mailto:info@inturf.co.uk

Classified

.

SiSIS DIRBCT

Various SISIS S/H aerators,scarifiers, top-dressers,
sweepers, seeders, etc. refurbished by the manufacturer.
Stock constantly changing - phone for details and prices.

Also extensive range of hire equipment including stone
removers, trenchers, aerators, seeders, top dressers, etc.

Phone 01625 503030

Vv,

BALMERS BURNLEY

Tel 01282 453900 Fax 01280 459767

1 x John Deere 3235 fairway mower 1421 hes POA

1 x Jacobsen LF135 fairway mower 276 tws POA,

1 x Ransomes 300 fairway mower 1354 hrs POA

1 x John Deere 2653A tees mower 183 hrs POA

GRASS
MACHINERY

Large selection of new and re-conditioned
Turf Maintenance Machinery in stock

Free delivery in UK Warranty given. Also
Interested in purchasing surplus machines.
Tel/Fax: 01829 720280
Mobile: 0378 063418

1 x John Deere F1145 60" rear discharge 984 fvs POA

Second Hand Compact Tractor for sale

How well do you ‘Know Your Numbers'?
Keep looking and you could win yourself £50!

Job Shop

KAWASAKI MULE 2510 C/W LOAD BOX OPTION
AND HARDI AMPS 300LTS SPRAYER 8M.
MANY EXTRAS - CALL FOR FULL SPEC.
OFFERS IN REGION OF

£5,000"
L4
WEED FREE 0800 068 0878

Looking for
a new job?
An advert in our
Job Shop section
costs only £16.98

Call Cheryl now on
01347 833800

Greenkeeper

Classified

32 year old first assistant greenkeeper
with 4 years golf course/6 years
landscaping experience home and
abroad, seeks on course/off course
position

Fully qualified with PA1, PA2 and PA6
Experience of: Construction and
growing in Irigation Installation
Supervision/Training of Staff and
Management of Resources

| am also a graduate in Business
Studies and currently studying HNC
Golf Course Management

All locations considered
JS/92/99

Do you have a machine that is

surplus to your requirements?
Or are you wanting to buy that

® Head Greenkeeper
@ 26 years experience
@ City & Guilds phase 1+2
@ Spraying Certificates
® NVQ Assessors D32-33
® Good supervisory skills
® Knowledge of machinery
maintenance and irrigation systems
® Organise work programmes
@ Awareness and implementation
of Health & Safety requirements
@ Expenience in budgetary
management
Looking for Head or Deputy Head
Greenkeeper position in the South of
England
J$/93/99

French Greenkeeper, Male,

27 years old, six years
experience on golf courses in
France. Seeks one year
temporary position as assistant
greenkeeper in Australia or
United Kingdom to broaden
his experience.

JS/91/99

Information

specific piece of equipment, but
don't quite know where to find
it? Then why not advertise your
Sales and/or Wants in
Greenkeeper International's
Classified section?

For as little as £57, your boxed
advert will be seen by over
10,000 readers of this award
winning publication.

Simply complete the order form
on the right (in block capitals
please), not forgetting to include
your name, address and tele-
phone or fax number.

Upon receipt, your order will be
acknowledged by telephone or
fax, along with details of the
cost and publication date of
the next edition.

The classified deadline for
inclusion in the June issue of
Greenkeeper International
is Thursday, May 13

Remember, send no money now,
an invoice will be raised after
publication.

Send your completed order form to: Cheryl Broomhead, Greenkeeper International, BIGGA Greenkee r
HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF, or alternatively fax the form to us on 01347 833802
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Recruitment

Knole Park Golf Club

Applications are invited for a position as an

ASSISTANT
REENKEEPE

Knole Park Golf Club seek an Assistant Greenkeeper
who wants to broaden his’her knowledge base and experi-
ence on our Parkland Course.

Knole Park is a long established traditional private mem-
bers club of approximately 850 members.
Built within the grounds of the famous Deer Park sur-
rounding the 14th Century Knole House, is the 18 hole
parkland course designed by James Abercrombie who
used the natural contours of the park to great effect to
produce a course which is widely acknowledged as one of
the most attractive in the South East.

Wiritten replies with a full CV to reach the Secretary
by 18 May 1999 at:

Knole Park Golf Club, Seal Hollow Road.
Sevenoaks, Kent TN1S OHJ.

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Beau Desert is an Open Championship Qualifying Course set in 171 acres
of Heathland situated in the heart of Cannock Chase. The Club is a mem-
ber of the Heathland Partnership.

We wish to recruit an experienced Greenkeeper to work closely with the
Course Manager assisting in the management of the course and having
the ability to control and motivate staff.

Applicants should possess practical skills resulting from a background of
work in golf course maintenance, be suitably qualified to a minimum of
NVQ level 2 or equivalent and possess PA1 and PA2A Spraying
Certificates. A keen interest in all aspects of golf would also prove useful.
A realistic salary will be offered to the successful candidate and in addi-
tion the Club operates a Contributory pension scheme. Accommodation is
not provided.

Applications in writing, including C.V. should be sent in the first instance
for the attention of:

The Admin Secretary, Beau Desert Golf Club, Rugeley Road,
Hazel Slade, Cannock, Staffs, WS12 5PJ

Salisburyd South Wilts.
¥ Golf Club

Applications are invited for the position of

COURSE
MANAGER

\/@\3~'

at this very busy private members’ golf club, which includes
27 holes of golf and extensive practice facilities.

The successful applicant will be computer literate and able to demon-
strate the following:

@ Experience in all aspects of modern golf course management.
@ The ability to prepare budget proposals for the Committee.

@ A sound knowledge of Health & Safety obligations
and the ability to implement them.

@ The ability to recruit, train, motivate, appraise and manage staff.

Salary will be negotiable, according to experience and qualifications.

No accommodation is provided

Applications in writing, with full € V. to

The General Manager, Salisbury & South Wilts. Golf Club,
Netherhampton, Salisbury, SP2 8PR

LONDON
GOLF CLUB

WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH,
ARE YOU TOUGH ENOUGH TO GET GOING?

EXPERIENCED ASSISTANT

GREENKEEPERS

We are looking for dynamic, enthusiastic and experienced
Greenkeepers (Guys or Gals) who are able to work as part of 4
team and be prepared for challenging but rewarding work.

We offer an excellent working environment on the Jack
Nicklaus designed ‘Heritage” course and the Ron Kirby
designed ‘International’ course.

Working from a first class maintenance facility we are a pro-
gressive greenkeeping department using the most advanced
equipment and techniques.

We also have vacancies for Seasonal Greenkeepers.

MEET THE CHALLENGE!

Steve Jones, Golf Courses Superintendent, The London Golf Club,
South Ash Manor Estate, Ash, Near Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 7TEN
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Recruitment

Mannings Heath Golf Club

Requires a

COURSE
MANAGLER

Mannings Heath Golf Club is a privately owned golf club sit-
uvated 2 miles south of Horsham. Facilities include two
outstanding 18 hole courses, Tennis court and the finest club-
house in the south of England.

The successful applicant will report to the General Manager
and be responsible for the highest standards on the golf
courses, with the assistance of the Head Greenkeeper and his
team. The successful applicant will currently be a Course
Manager or Head Greenkeeper of an 18 hole course, looking
to progress to 36 holes, who is fully qualified and conversant
in all aspects of course preparation, maintenance and con-
struction techniques.

Applications in writing with full C.V. and current salary to:

The General Manager, Mannings Heath Golf Club,
Fullers, Hammerpond Road, Mannings Heath, West Sussex, RH13 6PG

WEYBROOK PARK GOLF CLUB

Applications are invited for the position of

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

This is an 18-hole, 6468 yard course on the Northern fringe of Basingstoke
Hampshire and is a Members Owned Club. The successful applicant will
be suitably qualified to NVQ Level 3 or equivalent, PA1A, PA2 and PA6

certificates are essential and the applicant will have practical knowledge of

modern machinery and irrigation systems.

The position requires a hands-on working Senior Greenkeeper who will
lead by example, be hard-working and self-motivated with a keen and
positive attitude towards their work.

They will show good man-management and supervisory skills leading a
small team whilst working within agreed budgets.

An experienced person with a proven track record is required to take our
course through to maturity. Salary negotiable.
There is no accommodation available.

FIRST ASSISTANT

We require an experienced and qualified person for the post of 1st Assistant Greenkeeper.

Practical knowledge of modern machinery and irrigation systems and City & Guilds or
NVQ equivalent preferred. PATA, PA2 - PA6 certificates are essential,

Salary negotiable. No accommodation.

Please apply in writing with full CV to:

The Secretary, Weybrook Park Golf Club,
Rootsdown Lane, Basingstoke, Hants, RG24 ONT

/1 TAX

Sales Representative
- Scotland
Amenity & Sports Turf Division

Vitax is an old established privately owned company supplying
quality products to the sports turf and local authority markets.
Well known brands include Tecto, Estermone and the Key

Range of sports turf fertilisers.

A vacancy exists for a Representative to take over an estab-
lished distributor and end user customer base throughout

Scotland. Proven success in a sales role or an in-depth knowl-

edge of the sports turf industry is essential. Sound interpersonal
skills will also be necessary to communicate effectively at all

levels and build strong relationships with both distributor and

end user customers. Drive and ambition will ensure success in

an interesting commercial environment.

If you feel you have the necessary skills, experience and enthu-
siasm to succeed in this role, please send your CV to:-

Clive Williams, Commercial Development Manager, Vitax Ltd,
Owen Street, Coalville, Leics LE67 3DE

Tel: 01530 510060 Fax: 01530 510299

SENE VALLEY GOLF CLUB

EXPERIENCED GREENKEEPER

Sene Valley Golf Club are seeking to employ an experienced greenkeeper. He/she
should be qualified to NVQ level 2 with a minimum of two years experience.

Salary in accordance with Standing Committee rates.
A company pension scheme is operated.

Applications in writing to:

The Manager, Sene Valley Golf Club, Sene, Folkestone, Kent CT18 8BI
Closing date: 15 June 1999

FIRST ASSISTANT/IRRIGATION TECHNICIAN

is required to join a highly motivated team at this prestigious course,
home of the Benson and Hedges International Open.
You will be required to maintain the workings of the Toro Network 8000 Irrigation
System, Therefore, a knowledge of Trrigation Systems is essential.

You will also be asked to carry out and supervise Greenkeeping duties, so NVO3 or
equivalent and also PA1 and PA2 spraying certificates would be an advantage.

Please apply in writing to:
David Gower, Golf Course Manager, The Oxfordshire Golf Club,

Rycote Lane, Milton Common, Thame, Oxon OX9 2PU
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Recruitment

EASTHAM LODGE GOLF CLUB

has a vacancy for an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

ROMFORD GOLF CLUB

has a vacancy for an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

Applicants must be qualified to NVQ Level 2/Phase 11 PA2 and PA6
spraying certificates preferred but not essential.
Sound knowledge of modern machinery required.
Must be able to work as part of a team.

Applications in writing with full C.V.

To: Mr CS Camden, Secretary, Eastham Lodge Golf Club,
117 Ferry Road, Eastham, Wirral, Merseyside L62 0AP

To join ifs established committed team to become an infegral and frained
member of that team. This unique opportunity will suit an enthusiastic
person who wishes to develop their knowledge and experience.

Please apply with CV to:-

Mrs Hazel Robinson, Secretary/Manager, Romford Golf Club,
Heath Drive, Gidea Park, Romford, Essex, RM2 5QB

ADDINGTON PALACE GOLF CLUB

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

Applicants must have a minimum of 3 years experience and be
qualified to NVQ Level 2. Spraying certificates would be an advantage.
Excellent pay and conditions for the right applicant.

Apply in writing with CV to; The Secretary,
Addington Palace Golf Club, Gravel Hill, Croydon, Surrey CRO 5BB.

LAHINCH GoOLF CLUB

LAHINCH, CO. CLARE, IRELAND

Lahinch Golf Club, rated in the top 100 courses in the world require an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

to join our existing team.
Experience and qualifications preferred.
Salary in accordance with current rates.

Applications in writing with CV to:

The Secretart/Manager, Lahinch Golf Club,
Lahinch, Co. Clare, Ireland

Applications to arrive no later than 30 May 1999

CHART HILLS GOLF CLUB

Invite applications for

GREENKEEPERS

To join our highly motivated team committed to the highest of
standards at this prestigious golf club.
Ideally you must be ambitious, enthusiastic, hard working
with and keen and positive attitude.
Suitable applicants should be qualified to NVQ Level 2/Phase 11 and
also be experienced in all aspects of greenkeeping

Please apply in writing with full CV to:

Paul Hoben - Golf Course Manager, Chart Hills Golf Club,
Weeks Lane, Biddenden, Kent TN27 8JX

S
Gorr Geeen —— |

Reconstauction |

Just the job.

To place an advertisement in the Recruitment Section,
call Cheryl or Jenny now on 01347 833800

Greenkeeper

Golf Course Preparation _ Raising the Standards of
Video Mowing Management

| £14.95 to BIGGA members £14.95 to BIGGA member

' £29.95 to non-members £29.95 to non-members

Golf Course Reconstruction Ecology Video
Video , £14.95 to BIGGA
£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members
Ecology Book
£3.00 to BIGGA members
£7.00 to non-members

£29.95 to non-members

British & International Golf Greenkeepers Association, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York, YO61 1UF  Tel: 01347 833800 Fax: 01347 833801  Email: education@bigga.co.uk
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ISIS ECOS RAY

nm wﬁ,‘

a
Puts you in control of your spraying ©
schedules, not the weather - can be
used even in windy conditions

Makes spraying
| more effective:
Environmentally sound - ; Altl1the spray goe;s d
can be used close to g ‘/here you bt
flower beds, shrubberies, [# :
water courses and other

sensmve areas

v ',« | Patented, perforated shields maintain |8
spray pattern whrlst elumlnatmg dnft

5 Various models available [S5ES AT
& to f|t vurtua||y any vehicle | Bt

‘ Units fold securely SRR IR RIS
| for ease of transport _

)

E c D s P n AY Full details from

SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD, Hurdsfleld Macclesfield, Ches, SK102LZ Tel: 01625503030 Fax:427426 E-mail: info @sisis.u-net.com Website: www.sisis.com

9.l §°4 PY
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Feature listing
from May '97

May '97; Data Tagging: Naunton Downs

GC; Alternative Spikes; Suspended

Water Table Greens; Shallow Aerators;

Working in Germany

June '97; Drought Survival;

gwsn Beach; Monitoring the Weather;
tters

MWtRoyal:l’monGC:Speedof

Anguot '97; Maintenance Facillties;
Manogemen! Bunker Rakes;
G\hlgicslmpr tecture; Kedleston Park

September '97; Accident Reporting;
Greens Mowers; Valderrama GC; Links

Ochbtr'ﬂ'h Env|mnn'|ant-
Rough Mowars, Soil Analysis

Buying Power Equipment; Elmwood GC;
Mobile Phones; Traffic Management;
Spraying; Environment

February '98; BTME Review;
Ovsmedlmﬂoyal Mid Surrey GC;
Drainage; Thatch

March '98; Trees, Golf Course
Accessories, News from GCSAA,
Leamington & County GC, Trevor
Smith's BTME Talk

April '98; Gleneagles Hotel, Compact
Tractors, Environment, Protective
clothing, Rain bird, Internet

May '98; Greens Mowers, Suspended
i gt Cherenova o

rt, 58 le,
Security and BIGGA's Fund Ra‘!’;lnng
Campaign

June '98; Interview with Nick Park,
Earthworm special, ATVs, Royal
Porthcaw, Grinding

July '98; Aeration, Royal Birkdale pre-
view, The importance of research,
Architecture

'98; Mill Ride, Fescue,
QNM. Textron, Open Review,
Nematodes, Training

September '98; Nine holers -
Tolladine and Fingle Glen, Turf, Steve
Clement profile, Drainage, World
Scientific Congress report

October '98; Saltex Review, BIGGA

Retraspective, Stirling GC, Toro
Awards Preview, Tree grants

Ooenlnn.

December '98; Toro Awards,
Environment Awards, The Appliance of
%m. Engines, Architects, BTME

January '99; Pesticide U Life in
Colorado, Lyshott Heath G'::” Worm
Research, Stylo Matchmaker profile,
Temporary Greens

hhmuy '99; Westerham GC;
R&A questionaire results; Finland;
cutting; BTMES9 Review;
rd and Co

March '99; Loch Lomond, Worm
hzate. GrassRoots. Softspikas

Apvii ‘Oﬁ Carden Park,
Telecommunications, Water

Management, Rolawn, Seeds
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thinking

March was a more relaxed month
for me as far as travelling was con-
cerned. However, 1 did attend a
seminar at Rotherham Golf Club run
by the Sheffield Section and Walton
Heath for the South East Region’s
Gentlemen's Dinner. Both events
were very successful and it was nice to
see so many attending. Whenever |
g0 to Walton Heath there is always
such a warm friendly feel about the
place. You are made so welcome by
everyone from the Captain and mem-
bers through to all the staff. Then of
course there's Clive Osgood. Clive is
one of the best and his courses are
always in good shape and this day was
no exception. Walton Heath is living
proof that the old traditional golf
courses can live with the best and you
come away hoping that nothing will
ever ch: ange at this historic ;ﬁ()lt club.
['he Shetheld Section seminar also
held at the fine venue of Rotherham

Golf Club, had a good array of speak-
ers and was very well organised. lIl was
nice to see Barry Heaney keeping his
hand in and helping out. It was a
pleasure to be in their company.

I was honoured to present a paper
on the 10G Conference in Wakeheld
entitled “Fifty Years of Turf

Management, Have We
x\hdc’]‘mgrcss?"

When I was first asked
to make this presentation
I thought it would be
easy, but just try to put
50 years into 45 minutes
and you will soon have
the same trouble | did.
It's what to leave out
rather than what you say,
but [ think in the end it
became alright on the
night, as they say. | had to leave at
lunchtime for Aldwark and the Board
of Management meeting, so I had lit-
tle time for reflections.

What a warm sunny end to March
this year, it lived up to it's reput: ation
of coming in like a lion and going out
like a lamb. By the time you read this
page you will no doubt be cursing
your luck, for I suspect there will have
been the usual batch of cold east
winds to knock you back. We did at
least have a chance this year to get the
grass moving a little before the rush of
the new season was upon us and that
is xnma.lhm}, we have not had the
benefit of for the last few years. |
don't think there is another job any-
where which you must take every
opportunity that the weather offers,
because if you don't you are sure to be
made to suffer later in the year.

On the 25 March, Elliot, Neil and |
went over to Portmarnock Golf Club
for a meeting with lain Ritchie, Joe
Bulhmi and Tracy Coburn, who are

President, Past” President and
Administrator of The Golf Course
Superintendents  Association  of
Irc{;uul (GCSAI) The meeting was to
try and work out how our two associ-
ations could work closer together for

the benefit of all greenkeepers in the
UK and Ireland.

[ am please to report that the meet-
ing was very successful and I would
like to thank both Elliot and Neil for
their contribution and support.
Equally, Iain, Joe and Tracy, who came
to the table in a positive forward
thinking way, made the task of reach-
ing agreement easy. Both Associations
agree to issue a joint statement to be
published in our respective maga-
zines, so that no one can be in any
doubt that we intend to have a good
working relationship in the future.

I am looking forward to the rest of
April and the long awaited GTC
meeting on the 15th, when | hope to
find out most of the answers to the
many questions you have all been
asking. On the 27th I will be going to
Westurf in its venue at Westpoint,
Exeter, and I look forward to meeting
many old friends and having an excel-
lent day.

oot

Gordon Child
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GOLF

DIRECTORY

Your comprehensive guide to the products
and services relating to the fine turf industry

Don't miss out on your chance to be included in one of the
most comprehensive Golf Directories available to the Fine
Turf Industry. Simply complete and return this pre-paid reply
card, and we will contact you directly to discuss your entry
requirements in the 1999,/2000 BIGGA Golf Directory!

Be listed under 3 category
headings for as little as £100!

Company Name

Company Address

Company Tel:

Company Fax:

Company E-mail

Contact name(s):

Preferred category heading(s):

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Print name
aivNToRooS S e

Position

Signature

For further information on display advertising
contact Cheryl Broomhead on 01347 833800 Gi. 5.99

Greenkeeper

INTERNATIONAL

More than just a magazine - let Greenkeeper International help you find
the right products or services for your golf course - for free! When you see
an advertisement which interests you, simply make a note of the Ad Ref
number in the panel below, send the card back to us, and we'll pass on
your enquiry and more details will be rushed straight to you.

It's as easy as that and what's more, it won't even cost you a penny!

Company/Couse |
paoress |
—

Because we deal with the issues which affect you, you can't afford to

miss a single copy of the award-winning Greenkeeper International
magazine. Subscription rates are; £36 for 12 issues (Europe £46). All ¥
you have to do is tick this box Il then complete your details above, jf

and post this card back to us. We'll then add your name to our V.
ever-increasing list of satisfied readers. 2
An invoice will be sent in due course : “‘,\““

| Soeunon®™ Gi. 5.99

British and International Golf Greenkeepers Association

REQUEST CARD

If you are employed as a greenkeeper, at college studying
greenkeeping, or involved in any way with the fine turf industry,
then BIGGA membership could benefit you. To find out more
about membership, fill in this card and send it to us today.

Yes. I'm interested in joining BIGGA. Please send me details of:

. Greenkeeper Membership

o\ 3Pay,

-
2

ode 1o

. Associate/Company Membership

e & pary

Yoo v aa

. Student Membership

postcod [ V- I

Golf Cluby/Company/ Colleg | N
Position at Club/Company/College _

Gi. 5.99
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Microbalance

A unique blend of microbes selected for their
ability to rebalance the soil micro-flora and
dominate the soil micro-environment. Use as
part of @ managed programme: for fine turf to
help prevent fungal attack, enhance nutrient
utilisation and improve soil health.

Microbooster

Use as a preparatory turf freatment before
application of Microbalance or as a boost
for beneficial microbial populations in
compromised turf.

Biofeed

Liquid seaweed foliar and soil treatment,
containing natural feed and surfactant
properties. Formulated to work in
conjunction with Microbalance and as part of
the Biotal Restore the Balance Programme,

ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS FOR THE AMENITY MARKET

Pentagon Amenity Marketing Ltd are the exclusive distributors for Biotal in Scotland,
England and Wales.

SCOTLAND

For further information please contact the appropriate regional distributor below: PRNTAGON

AMLNITY MARKETING (1D

NORTH, MIDLANDS, WALES EAST ANGLIA LONDON & SOUTH WEST

Stewart & Co. Seedsmen Ltd
Stronghold Works

Mayfield Ind Est
Dalkeith

EH22 4BZ
Tel: 0131 6636617
Fax: 0131 6630651

County Crops Ltd (Amenity Division)
Agronomy House

Knutsford RD

Lymm

Cheshire

WA13 0TD

Tel: 01925 758886

Fax: 01925 756349

Collier Turf Care Lid
Drury Square
Beeston

Kings Lynn

Norfolk

PE32 2NA

Tel: 01328 700600
Fax: 01328 700605

Driving Force Leisure (Europe) Ltd

Badcock House
Eurolink Ind Centre
Sittingbourne, Kent
ME10 3EL

Tel: 01795 427333
Fax: 01795 425222

¥19 jod PV




‘V N MONITORING FOR
TODAY’S EVER '
CHANGING CLIMATE!
- - with the Amtec Environmental %
Monitoring Range of products, ’_ P T
-1 hel k d S
SO I u b l € Fe rtl I Ieser grou:dzng;enegli::lz:r:eac?sions . ‘& T::L e "ﬁ

regarding, seeding, fertilizing,

irrigating and spraying etc. ‘ oy
B ) §

50 Pick & Mix SOLUmix
Black Prescription Mix
Tailor Made to Your
Own Specification

(Minimum Order 25 x 10Kgs E <
NIV SNTIERY]

FOR ROOT
GROWTH TECHNOLOGY SUMMER

IT'S PROMOTION

for detalls of how to
stay cool this summer,

W|th a FREE Drencher .
Polo Shlrt

Amenity Technology Products Ltd.
5 Arkwright Road, Reading, Berkshire RG2 OLU  Tel: +(44) 0118 931 1111  Fax: +(44) 0118 975 0344
E-Mail: amtec@btinternet.com http://www.AmenityTechnology.com
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