Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

Scottish Region
Peter Boyd

North

Several new members to welcome
this month. John Russell, Inverurie;
Fraser Downie and Barry Edmonds,
Hazlehead; Paul Robertson, Duff
House Royal, and last but not least,
James Brown, from the Strathmore
Golf Centre. We hope to see you at
Section events this year.

We welcome Willy Cummings as a
Retired Member. i{e retired from
Royal Dornoch last year but still
wants to be involved with the Section.
Congratulations to Gordon McKie, St
Andrews, on winning second prize in
the magazine competition for trips to
BTME%ast month.

I really enjoyed the Patrons’
Christmas Lunch in Stirling in
December. It was nice to meet and
chat with our friends from the Trade
and thank them for their help in the
past and, hopefully, the future. The
ten lucky Section winners of the
Patrons’ Awards were present to
receive part of their prize, a book and,
of course, were at BTME last month
as the rest of their award. If you want
to be one of the lucky ten this year, all
you need to do is support your
Association as much as you can and
you never know. “It could be you.”

Well, it’s that time again! You should
be receiving your 200 Club tickets
shortly (if not already). Please help the
Section by purchasing one or two and
help us to run the Section well. It’s
money from this fund-raiser that helps
to keep costs down for our events. If
for any reason you do not want your
ticket, then please, please send it back
straight away so it can be resold to
someone as we must sell all tickets
before the first draw at our Spring out-
ing at Inverness Golf Club in May. We
are grateful to Tom Brannan and
“Greentech” for sponsoring this year’s
200 Club.

1. A. Macleod

Central

The news front is rather quiet at the
moment, what with everyone getting
over the holidays and attending
Harrogate. If anything newsworthy
happened at the BTME, I will let you
know about it next month.

Another two members join us this
month, David McNeil and Billy
Easton, who are both from Dullatur
Golf Club, and we extend a warm wel-
come to them from everyone in the
Section.

The proposed visit to Parkhead
Stadium last month, again failed to
happen, for reasons outwith our con-
trol, so all I can do is apologise once
again and hopefully it can be
rearranged for some time in the future.

If you wish to enter a team in this
year's Inter Club Tournament you can
still do so by forwarding the entry
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form (remember! that’s one of those
pieces of paper you received last year
and put in a safe place) to me by the
end of this month.

Forms for the Spring Tournament at
Lundin Golf Club on Thursday 29
April will be arriving with you soon, so
if you wish to play on this superb
course, please return them to me as
soon as possible.

I was going through the Section
Minute Book the other day and since
the Section was inaugurated on 20
November 1980 there have been 13
Chairmen so I thought it would be
interesting to see where they all are
now. You will probably think this is a
useless piece of information, but I will
start by giving you the first five this
month and the remainder over the
next few months. I told you I was
struggling for news this month!

805% %oe Oliver who was at
Glenbervie GC and now at Pitreavie
GC; 812 Jimmy Lees, was
Grangemouth GC, now retired; 82/3
Bobby Fleming , was Dullatur GC,
still Dullatur GC; 83/4 John Crawford,
was Dunfermline GC, now Stirling
GC; 84/5 Sandy Brown, was Crieff
GC, now Australia.

John Crawford

Ayrshire

It is very quiet just after the festive
period, no news reported last month.
"\fe enjoyed the break by working a
rota over the holidays, but it is back to
the grindstone now and the first task
will be the storm and flooding clear
up.

We have lost a couple of mature
trees, one of which I'm sure will have
been well over 100 years old which is
completely irreplaceable. But I'm sure
there will be many worse cases than
my own, having viewed the terrible
damage across the countryside.

The Patrons” Christmas Luncheon
took place at The Terraces Hotel,
Stirling. The meal and entertainment,
from after dinner speaker, former
sprint champion, George McNeil, was
first class. A big thanks to Peter Boyd
for a superbly organised event. Derek
Wilson and Marshall Sloss received
their award with the other Section
winners and congratulations to them
all. The patrons were thanked for their
continued support which make this
event and awards possible.

It’s off to Harrogate next and I look
forward to meeting the Patrons’
Award winners along with friends old
and new. '

If the magazine is published before
Monday 8 February then all commit-
tee members are reminded of the
committee meeting in the Parkstone
Hotel at 7.30pm. in)' news - call me
on 01505 683278.

lain Barr

West of Scotland

This month, members, very little has
occurred but there are a few things to
put in the diary.

In February a games night has been
arranged for the 18th of the month at

the Claremont Bowling Club. Once
again all are welcome. éarlv March is
the Scottish Education Conference,
again at Lauder College, Dunfermline,
and if the last couple of years are any-
thing to go by then they will be great
talks. Later in that month the conven-
ers match due to be played at Cawdor,
but a date has still to be set.

A couple of other things to inform
members about: last month I men-
tioned Scott Ballantyne and his wife
were expecting a new arrival. A little
girl was born two days after I wrote
the article, Emma, and she was 7lb
6ozs. Best wishes from everybody.
Another arrival: this time a’ trade
member,Alistair Smith, of Vitax, has
to be congratulated on the birth of a
baby girl, Alice. Once again best wish-
es from the section m}?athcr. mother
and baby.

Finally the Patrons’ Awards were

iven this year to Charlie Goodall and
%rian Hillen, both of whom were pre-
sented with their awards at The
Terraces Hotel in Stirling just before
Christmas. As part of the award they
will attend BTME, so I hope they
enjoy their trip, and hope lLey will
contribute an article for next month.
Finally, I say farewell as from now on
Gavin Jarvis, of Lenzie Golf Club, will
be writing the articles. Any informa-
tion should be forwarded to him or
any other committee member.

Thanks for all the help given over
the years.

PS. A game of football arranged for
January will be reported on next
month.

Stuart Taylor

East

Welcome to this month’s column.
As we are at a quiet time of the year
there is not a lot of news going around
so that is why it is a short column this
month. The Section held its annual
dinner dance at the beginning of
December and what a great night it
was. All 77 members and guests
enjoyed themselves and danceﬁl into
the small hours. Some people have
already booked tickets and rooms for
this vear’s event and we haven't
arranged the date yet. There is space
for more people this year so we hope
to see you there and make it an even
bigger success. [ would like to take this
opportunity to thank the people who
sold the raffle tickets on the night, the
dance organisers, the patrons, trade
members and members who donated
raffle prizes, also Raymond Binnie
and ;1fl his staff at the Kilspindle
House Hotel. We hope to see you all
next year.

PS. Date of dance, tickets and acco-
modation for this year's event will be
available soon. Watch this space!

The Section are playing the west sec-
tion on Sunday 10 February in a
football match at Almondvale
Stadium (West Lothian Courier
Stadium as it is now known)
Livingston, so there will be a match
report and photographs next month. |
hope the bruises will have gone by the

time we go to BTME a week later.
Joking apart, it should be a good game
in the first meeting of the §emi0ns. If
you are going to I‘%am)gate. I hope to
see you there; if you're not able to
make it this year, there will be news,
views and gossip from this year’s show
in next month’s magazine. I hope
everyone’s courses are recovering from
the horrendous storms we had at the
beginning of the year and there is not
too much damage, as if 1998 wasn't a
bad year. Hopefully this year we will
set a hot dry summer which might
i;elp our courses to dry after the Exst
12 months. Here’s hoping!

If anyone has any interesting stories
or ph()t();%mphs from the storms in
January please drop me a line and we
will publish them in the magazine.
You don’t have to be just in the East
Section, you can be from any Section,
so let’s hear your stories, to the usual
address, thanks. Well that's it all for
this month; next month dates for out-
ings, social events and any other news.
Cheers.

Chris Yeaman.

Northern Region

Douglas Bell
Tel: 0151 431 0433

North East

December 3 , was the day of our
AGM, held again at South Moor G.C.
Our thanks to the committee for giv-
ing us the courtesy of club and the
course. The usual turn out of approx.
25 members all enjoyed themselves.
It's a pity a lot more pcn)ﬁlc were not
present as we have over 100 members.
ust shows who are interested in the
running of the Section.

Well, the AGM went through quick-
ly (no one had any questions on the
balance sheet), that was until we asked
for nominees for the Section commit-
tee. Unfortunately only three people
put their name forward so the original
committee stayed on and the new
members are as follows - Steve Pope,
Craig Parkinson. My thanks to Doug
Bell, the R.A., for gi\’il\g us an insight
on what he has been up to in the
North East and the extra benefits we
can get now.

Russell Black asked members if they
would show their appreciation to
Richard Creane who has been the
Chairman of the Section for the past
16 years and now has decided to call it
a day. The section will appoint a new
Chairman at the next meeting.

Just a reminder that the éehru:\r\'
seminar will be at Tyneside Golf Club
on the 25th starting 7.30. A buffet will
be laid on free of cﬁarge.

Also thanks to Tony Chambers, the
President, on presenting the year’s tro-
phies again and I hope he will return
to South Moor in 1999,

Andrew Gunn, formerly at Hexham,
has moved over to Matfen Hall as
First Assistant. We wish him well and
expect him to join as a member this
year.



On a lighter note, I hope everyone
had a good Christmas. I know we at
Hexham did. All I will say is Hexham
- 4, Ryton - 0. Can Pop Robinson
remember what we are on about?

Don't forget the Spring Competition
is at Seahouses in April.

Jimmy Richardson

North East

As you know the Spring C: omp. is at
Seahouses and all members received a
time table for the year, but there has
been a change of date for Autumn
Comp. It is still at Carlisle but on
Monday September 20.

The Carburol Knock Out will be
only £5 to enter instead of £10 per
umplc Anyone interested in playing
give David Cuthbertson of Slaley Hal
GC a ring, entries close at the Spring
Comp.

Changes have been made to the sec-
tion committee. Firstly Richard Creane
has stepped down as Chairman as he
decided that after holding this position
for 16 years it was about time someone
else took over. The committee and |
would like to thank Richard for all the
hard work he has done if it were not
for him and other earlier committee
members we would not be where we
are today, considering that when we
took over in 1982 we had only 20 odd
members now today the number is
around 120, but we still have a lot of
non members out there.

The new Chairman is Steve Cram,
of Slaley Hall; Secretary, Jimmy
Richardson, of Hexham GC;
Treasurer, Cr lig Parkinson, of Matfen
Hall; Vice Chairman, Russ Black, of
Westerhope GC. Another new mem-
ber to the committee is Robbie
Williams, of Slaley Hall GC. Some
members might think that there are
quite a few members from Slaley Hall
but they are keen to help as we had lit-
tle response from the AGM.

Another position that's been taken
on is Captain of the Section. Brian
Hughes, of Whickham GC has agreed
to do this for 1999 we wish him well
in his year of office.

This year we are going to run com-
petitions during the summer months,
probably June, July and August, but
not teeing off till late afternoon. If
anyone is interested in playing either
let me know or see us at Séahouses in
April.

Jimmy Richardson

Northern
Firstly, may I take this opportunity
to apologise for there not being a mag-
azine insert in last month’s
Greenkeeper International. I did write
one out, but forgot to send it in. Sorry.
The 1998 Winter Golf Tournament

was held this year at Keighley Golf

Club. The weather had not been too
good on the days leading up to the
event, but it wasn’t too bad on the day.

On behalf of all the competitors,
may | thank the joint sponsors who
were Pattissons & The Greenkeeping
Supply Company. Everyone who
pl.\\u[ went home with a prize, most-

ly in the form of an alcoholic beverage!
Thanks to Phil Palmer and the lads for
their efforts in preparing the course
and also to the caterers for the excel-
lent Christmas fayre served up after
the golf.

The 1998 AGM took place after the
meal with 28 members attending. The
meeting went relatively smoothly, with
a few views being y aired that it is hoped
were not taken in the wrong manner.
The main issue was that people who
wish to participate in the golfing
events must forward both their names
and full payment to the secretary at
least one week prior to the event oth-
erwise they will not be allowed to take
part. To enable events to be properly
organised and run smoothly on the
day; this must be enforced.

The committee elected for 1999 was
as follows: President, Melvin Guy;
Chairman, John  Waite; Vice
Chairman, David Thackray; Secretary/

Treasurer,  Simon | Icppcnsl;nfl;
Members, Telford Jarvis, Dennis
Cockburn, Richard Gamble, Gary
Potter, Phil Mitchell and Richard

Smith.

Events for 1999 have been arranged
as follows: Annual Dinner Dance
(Tickets are on sale from committee
numlm‘s) Bradford GC, Sat 13
March: Spring Tournament; Hornsea
GC, Wed 14 April: President’s Day,
South Leeds GC, Wed 9. June: Roses
Match, Howley Hall GC, Wed 18
August: Invitation Day, Shipley GC,
Wed 8 Scptcmhu Autumn
Tournament, Bradford GC, Wed 20
October: Winter Golf, Fulford GC,
Wed 8 December. Book early, as some
of the events have limited places.
Anyone with any information from
within the section please contact me
at 1 Cockley Meadows, Kirkheaton,
Huddersfield, HD5 OLA or phone on
01484 317813.

Simon Heppenstall.

North Wales

A Committee meeting was held on
December 22 to discuss various items
that arose at the AGM. All members
will be sent forms for the spring meet-
ing which is provisionally booked for
Llanymynech on April 28. You will be
asked if you are interested in the golf
events that are organised, Please
return your forms as we need to know
who wants to play golf and who does-
n't. Even if you don’t wish to pl 1y in
April but are interested in future
events, return your form stating as
such. We need this information so we
can operate efficiently. If you are not
interested in any golf events ever, then
a form not returned with be treated as
such. Please help your committee to
help you. If you are unsure as to what
[ mean, plg.m ring me on 01824
71093 or 0410 896837.

We still need courses to hold our golf
events. Anyone interested, please get
in touch.

A number of issues came from the
Prestatyn meeting which should never
happen again. Own drink being con-
sumed, dress code and behaviour.

& BIOSEED"
PROBIOTICS

Integrated Turf Management

10-1-10 Spring Starter
Containing water soluble and insoluble organic
Nitrogen, this product is the ideal Spring Starter

4-6-4 Preseeder

The best preseeder available. Trials have shown that
plants grown with 4-6-4 produce twice the tillers even
7 months after sowing. Also available in our unique
Divot Mix Concentrates.

Nutrients and improved soil microbiology -
all in one package

Please contact us for an information pack oh some of
thé most innovative products oh ‘the market with
proven results.

5
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Moving Organic Solutions into the Mainstream

A quality
sward must be

persistent,
hard-wearing
and clean cutting

- Sod’s Law

Golf Tees renovation MM50 and MM 12
Just two from an entire range of specialist mixtures

to order the 1999 Mommersteeg FANAN
Mixture catalogue please contact: Mommersteeg #/\&\&

Momersses: 75 years and still growing

PO Box 5571, Sleaford,
Lincolnshire, NG34 7EX

Tel: 01529 302500
Fax: 01529 413179
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Advanta group of companies ADVANTA
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Prestatyn have always been very good
to us. We are supposed to be a profes-
sional Association and items of basic
good etiquette were abused. My
apologies go to the captain and mem-
bers of Prestatyn and also to Dave
Parry. Any member in future found
abusing their privilege will be asked to
leave the event.

One final thing with regard to
guests. All guests must be golf related,
ie. from the industry itself. Again, any
queries please phone me.

There will be a lecture held in the
college on water management and soil
science one afternoon in March start-
ing at 2.30. The date hasn’'t been
finalised as I write, but everyone will
be informed beforehand. Please, if you
can, do attend and remember the sem-
inar on February 17.

I'm sorry I can't give any of you
assessors out there any info on the
NVQ’s as it is all up in the air and no
information has come to me. When I
hear, you'll hear.

At our meeting on December 22,
our Competition Secretary, Terry
Evans, resigned. If anyone out there is
interested in committee work, please
get in touch and we'll see about co-
%pu'ng on. I would just like to thank

erry for all the work he has done for
this Section over the years.

Dave Goodridge.

North West

[ am sitting in front of the computer
pondering how to start the Section
news. Glancing back at the news from
previous months, the weather appears
to be the starting point and because
greenkeeping is so much 8govemed by
weather conditions, 1998 has proba-
bly been the worst year for many
years. Today is January 1 and I hope
that this year the weather will improve
and give us one of the old fashioned
summers to cope with.

One of our members, John Berry,
appears to have had enough of the
British weather as John and his wife
Jeanette are off to start a new life in
Australia. We wish them all the best in
their new venture and John has
rmmised to keep in touch with me, so

will hopefully be able to report on his
progress in the future.

I have just completed the dates and
venues for the three main golf tourna-
ments for 1999 and they are: Spring
Tournament, Fairhaven GC, Tuesday,
20 April. Summer Tournament,
Longridge GC, Thursday, 17 June.
Autumn Tournament, West Lancs
GC, Thursday, 9 September. The date
for the Mere Seminar is Tuesday, 23
March, and this promises to be an
excellent seminar with a full pro-

mme for the day. Fixture lists for
the N/W Section events will soon be
with you and I hope you will all sup-
port the seminar and the golf plus any
other events throughout the year. |
hope you all had a merry Christmas
and all your wishes are realised in
1999. Any news or views, ring 0151
724 5412,

Bert Cross
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Midland Region
Peter Larter

East Midlands

This year’s Christmas Tournament
was hosted by Charnwood Forest G.C.
on 10 December. The format for the
day being a 18 hole singles Stableford.
Despite the weather turning wet latcr
in the day, some good scores were
posted.

Category 1. 1. R. Barker, Kirby
Muxloe, 35 pts; 2.. P. Bertenshaw,
Willesley Park, 32 pts; 3. A. Porter,
Greetham Valley, 29 pts. Categorv 2,
1. G. Robson, Lingdale, 29 pts; 2. ).
James, Scraptoft, 28 pts; 3. S. He o,
Forest Hills, 28 pts. Trade &
Associate: Winner - G. Thurman,
Charnwood Forest,3 1 pts. _

I would like to thank Charnwood
Forest G.C. for courtesy of their fine
course and also to congratulate Tim
Allard and his staff for presenting an
excellent course in such difficult
weather conditions.

Thanks should also go to the stew-
ardess for a really great meal and to
our very generous sponsor, Rigby
Taylor. I'would also like to thank all
committee members who help to run
this day’s event, especially Steven
Heap as starter. May I take this oppor-
tunity to remind members that if they
wish to attend any Section event, their
forms must be returned before the
closing date and having done this,
please make every effort to arrive on
the day in good time. Although
nobody was [§indleyed in the day's
golf, not to be outdone, the quiz was
won by guess who? A. Bindley & B.
Booth. a?ks to D. Leag‘\er?a,md &
M. Bindley for organising the quiz.

I would )llike torgva;;comge theqfoll()\v-
ing new members to our Section all
from Greetham Valley, Guy Boyd,
Alex Wren & Daniel Wren.

Having missed out our Autumn
Tournament  sponsors in  the
December issue, | would like to take
this opportunity to thank Bank's
Amenity Products for their continued

support.
Xntony Bindley

Midland

The Christmas tournament was
played at Copt Heath Golf Club and
turned out to be a great success. The
weather was not kind to us but the
course was in great condition and
many thanks go to all the greenkeep-
ing staff and to all the club house staff
who were very hospitable to us.

I would like to thank Ruffords,
Rigby Taylor, County Crops and Tacit
for their support. The winners of the
Texas Scramble was the team of
myself, Andrew Corns, Alan Kite and
Dave Gibbons. The AGM was held on
the same evening and the committee
members are as follows: Peter
Richmond - Chairman, Alan Kite -
President, and myself as Secretary.

Other committee members include:
Tony Cheese as Treasurer, Rhys
Thomas, Andrew Smith, Eddie Stant
and Peter Holtham.

On behalf of Grass Roots Trading
and Abbey Mowers | would like to
thank everyone who attended the go-
carting in December, sponsored by the
above companies. It was a great suc-
cess and it is hoped to arrange this
again in the future.

We are hoping to arrange a trip to
Rhone Poulenc in the near future and
details of this will be sent to you with
your fixture cards for the year.

It just remains for me to introduce
some more new members and they
are: Adrian Myatt, Trevor Simpson,
Richard Tompkin, Stephen Skidmore,
Christopher Young and Robin
Bryson. :

Jonathan Wood

Without doubt, the new Verti-
Drain Mustang is the fastest, most
effective aerator on the market today.

Whilst it still features the unique,
patented ‘heave’ action, there are many
new improvements, including single
point arm adjustment, a stronger tine
support system and fewer working parts.

"THE N
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Mid Anglia
The Midland Regional Seminar was

held in November at Mentmore Golf
& Country Club, with a good range of

speakers fined up for the day. Billy
McMillan gave an excellent talk on ‘A
Golf Course from Seed to Green”, as
did Eddie Seaward, Head
Groundsman at Wimbledon, on the
preparation for Wimbledon fortnight.
Other speakers” topics included

“Bacteria in the soil”, “Water
Management” and “Risk Assess-
ments.” Bearing in mind the excellent
programme, it was disappointing to
note so few attending from the
Section. Our thanks to Mentmore
Golf club for kindly letting us use their
excellent facilities free of charge. It is
ple mnul to use the club again for next
year’s event.

" Our last golf event of the year, the

annual Texas Scramble cnmp\[ili(m
took place at Ashridge Golf Club in
early December. Twenty six teams of
four entered and had a great day’s golf,
followed by an excellent meal. Our
thanks to ,\slmd‘u Golf Club, to Jim
Cassidy and his staff for the course

and to Colin White, of Avoncrop, for

sponsoring the event once again.
Colin is leaving our region shortly, so |
would like to wish him good luck in

his new position and to thank him for
his support of the Section over a num-
ber of years.

Thanks also to all the other Trade
members,  particularly  Turners
Groundscare, who kmdl\ sponsored
our “Golfer of the Year” award. The
results of the golf were as follows:

1. ]. Hatton, J. Moorhouse, L. Cant,
D. Wright, 57; 2. R. Pearce, K. KcKie,
J. Jenkins, P. Goodchild, 57.3; 3. D.
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It can drive its 6" tines, solid or

outsold and outperformed all Contact us now for further
information or a demonstration of the new

Verti-Drain Mustang on 01428 661222,

hollow, at a faster rate than any other competitors for the past 20 years.

Redexim €
Charterfouse

E-Mail: ctm@dircon.co.uk

aerator, which makes it the perfect And, with an aerator to suit
machine for high speed runs down the virtually every application, it’s the widest

fairway and for even shorter work on the range available anywhere. Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd,

Weydown Industrial Estate, Weydown
Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1DW.
Tel: 01428 661222, Fax: 01428 661218.

greens. But one word of caution.

The new Mustang joins the market- The new Mustang is fast; so fast

leading range of Verti-Drains that have that you may get done in a flash. Web Site: http://www.redexim.com
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Mugford, T. Adams, L. Chapman, G.
Lyme, 58.3; Nearest the Pin: L. Cant.
Longest Drive: Paul Goodchild.

The “Golfer of the Year” which is
based on best finishes in the three
major tournaments  plus  the
Lodgeway Four Ball, was presented to
Steve Mason, of Mount Pleasant Golf
Club.

Events for 1999 include an “Open
Forum” discussion event on Tuesday
23 February ‘venue to be confirmed’.
Topics suggested are “Annual meadow

ASS etter methods” and
‘Conservation.” Please come along
and have your say; the event begins at
2pm.

Aldwickbury Golf club will be the
venue for the Spring Tournament
‘date to be confirmed’.

Paul Lockett.

South West
and South Wales

Paula Humphries

South West

Chipping Sodbury was the venue for
the é)hristmas tournament held on
December 10. For many members in
the Section, this was the first time
they had played the course and there
were a number of very favourable
comments about its layout and condi-
tion. The course has clearly undergone
a number of improvements including
lake construction and better fairway
drainage. Many people expressed a
desire to play the course again, though
possibly in a more favourable time of
the year.

The tournament itself was an
extended Fourball Stableford, and the
results were as follows: 1. Kevin Green
& Wayne Vincent, 39 points; 2.
Anthony Knight & Geoffrey Ford, 37
points; Kevin James & Mark Ford, 34
points.

Thanks go to Clive Richards and his
greenkeeping staff for _ettin%(t)he
course into remarkable shape; Doug
Bird the Secretary, for allowing us to
play; the clubhouse staff for providing
us with an excellent Christmas dinner,
and also Phil Greenway and Roffey
Brothers for sponsoring the event.
Thanks also to all the local companies
which provided the prizes for the
mammoth raffle which followed the
dinner.

The day itself was marred by some
atrocious weather that clearly took its
toll on the golfers. Indeed 1998 has
been an unlucky year for BIGGA
events with the Summer Tournament
at  Filton and the Autumn
Tournament at Saltford being virtual
washouts. The only event that I can
recall stripping down to a tee-shirt and
slapping on the suntan lotion was the
Winter Tournament held at Bath GC
on a sizzling hot day in February!

Lets hope for some good weather for
the first event of 1999, which will be
held at Lansdown GC on February 25.
The weather can be quite blustery at
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the best of times at Lansdown, so
make sure you bring full thermal
underwear protection and a flask of
brandy:.

Now, turning to education and
training, there seems to be some con-
fusion and uncertainty over the
courses being run by the South West
Section. Therefore I have drawn up an
information page listing all the cours-
es which we can provide to the
members. This will include contents of
each course as well as an approximate
price. If you see a course you are inter-
ested in or just need some more
information, telephone me on 01249-
783382. Once we have enough
numbers, we can then run the course.
Hopefully, you should now have a
copy of the course lists.

fyou are thinking about a chainsaw
course, we can run a one week course
on chainsaw maintenance, cross cut-
ting and tree felling. If you are not
experienced in chainsaw use however,
it is advisable to take a separate course
on tree felling, as you will need as
much time and practice as possible in
learning the various felling techniques.

If you have any other ideas for edu-
cation and training, please don't
hesitate to ask.

Paul Cunningham.

South Wales

Apologies for no January notes, so
it's ver_\ﬁlmc but I'm sure you all had a
fantastic Christmas and will have a
great new year with us working
towards the millennium.

The Christmas Golf Day and AGM
was again a success at the Pyle and
Kenfig Golf Club. Thanks to Mr P
Robinson and his staff for the excel-
lent condition of the course. Thanks
also to the Secretary and the Captain
for the use of the club’s facilities and
not forgetting the caterers for the food.
This also goes to all the trade for their
cominuefsuppon. K. Jones won the
Golf Competition during the day; well
done.

The 1999 Committee which was
decided on the day is Chairman,
David Ward; Vice Chairman, Mike
Jones;  Secretary, Peter Lacey;
Golf/Social Sub Committee, M.
Davis, A. Macleod, R. Hatcher, R.
Paterson and D. Ward.

Our evening lectures at Pencoed
College started in January with
Richard Dixon from the Welsh Golf
Union. This month’s evening lecture
on Wednesday, 10 February, by John
Mosedale is all about quantity and
quality and control measures of
water.

In March we look forward to Derek
Edwards, from Inturf, on Wednesday
17, and on Wednesday 14, April, us
versus the 10G in our fun packed
annual quiz. Please attend the
evenings that are run for your bene-
fit, with the bar at the college being
open serving soft and e&coh()lic
drinks; so take it in turn to-drive.

Lastly, I'll bring you up to date with
the BTME next month.

Richard Hatcher

Devon & Cornwall

Our PJ. Flegg Christmas meeting
was held once again at Okehampton
Golf club on Wednesday, 9 December.
The day started with a slight hiccup as
a few members arrived late, which
meant that several pairings had to be
changed for the greensome format PJ.
Flegg Trophy. Our non-golfing mem-
bers were as usual treated to the
puided course walk by Head
sreenkeeper, Richard Wisdom.

Both golfing and non-golfing were
delighteé to see once again the PJ.
Flegg refreshment tent by the 6th
green, inside Patrick and his staff treat-
ed members to snacks and drinks
which set the Christmas atmosphere
for the day. After an excellent
Christmas lunch, the day continued
with the morning’s golf prizes for the
PJ. Flegg Trophy being presented by
Patrick Flegg to. 1., C. Rawlings,
Padbrook, & S. Harris, Ashbury,
4lpts; 2. A.. Parker, Crediton, & N.
Rourke, The Warren, 40 pts; 3. R
Parker, Ilfracombe, and T. Martin,
Torquay, 39 pts.

A special prize was donated by
Laurence Davis, Deputy Head at
Okehampton, for the best triers and
was presented by Patrick to C.
Eamsan & J. Farkins.

Our afternoon entertainment fol-
lowed the prize presentation with the
raffles concluding the day. The first
raffle was for a free place on the
Region’s trip to BTME and was won
by Andy Parker. Our second raffle was
for two Christmas hampers kindly
donated by Avoncrop and Peter
Andrewartha with our final raffle of
the day consisting of more than 40
prizes donated by members and trade.

The Section would like to thank
Okehampton and all their staff who
made our day so special, with a special
mention to Richard Wisdom and his
staff who as always had the course in
superb condition. A big thank you to
Patrick Flegg, and PJ. Flegg Ltd, for
sponsoring the day and providing the
wonderful snacks and drinks on the
course. Also thanks to our new
President, Martin Samuel, who sup-
plied the wine at lunch. Also, to all of
you who donated prizes for the day.

Dates for your diary, Avoncrop
meeting, Wednesday 24 February,
venue St Enodoc G.C, Rhone Poulenc
& Supaturf meeting, Wednesday 24
March, venue Dartmouth G.C.
Westurf Trade show at Westpoint
Exeter on Tuesday, 27 April.

Richard Whyman

South Coast

Our Christmas Turkey Trot was once
again held at Royal Winchester Golf
Club on Monday 7 December. The
overall winner was Trevor Smith, with
40 points. Category One winner was
Bob Walker, with 36 points. Category
Two winner was D. Northney with 34
points. Category Three winner was A.
b(x)lan. with 32 points.
Congratulations to all the winners

This was followed by Christmas
Dinner, the Prize Giving and the

Raffle. At this point the draw was
made for the free ticket to BTME.
The lucky man was Peter Dudgeon,
from Poultons Golf Centre. If you
have not been to BTME before, I am
sure you will not be disappointed.

On completion of the meal we had
the AGM. The only changes to the
committee was John York who stood
down, and Ed McCabe who rejoined
the committee. I would like to thank
John for his input to the committee.
The raffles he has organised at various
events have helped the Section no
end. With no financial input from
Head Office, we have got to think of
more ways to keep our Section sol-
vent. Raffles at our events are a good
source of income.

A presentation was made to Jim Fry;
our President, who was made an
Honorary Member of BIGGA. Jim is
only the second person to be made an
Honorary Member. I am sure the
Section would like to give our heartfelt
congratulations to Jim. If any man
deserves this award Jim does.

Neil Thomas attended our AGM
and gave us a complete update on
what is going on at Headquarters. He
covered a number of subjects. I am
sure that our members are much more
aware of what is going on within
BIGGA. Thank you Neil.

Looking back through my records
our first visit to Royal inchester for
our Turkey Trots was December 1988,
Since then all our turkey trots and
AGMs have been held there. I am sure
that the Section would like to thank
the Captain, Committee members
and Staff who made us so welcome
over the years. Their hospitality has
been second to none. As usual the
course was in superb condition and
well presented by Phil Hanks and his
staff. Thank you Phil. Thank you to
the catering staff who made sure we
were well fed and watered at the end
of the day: Last but not least, thanks to
our sponsors for the day. They were
Sheerwater Leisure represented by
Mark Wilton, New Forrest Farm
Machinery, John Deere represented by
Nick Clarke and Amenity Technology
represented by Stuart Ashworth.

lI‘h()s;c of you who have not returned
your forms to Jef Drake for the
Section Seminar, there is still time; As
you can see some very good speakers
are coming along. It looks like being a
very successful day. The venue is
ngrsholt and the date is 23 February
1999. {

On 4 March 1999 our Educational
and Golf Meeting will be held at
Crane Valley Golf Club. Our speaker
will be from Envirogreen Products.
Proceedings will start at 10 am. This
will be followed by lunch and 9 holes
of golf. The day is being sponsored by
Envirogreen Products. é)\'cryonc is
welcome.

Our immediate Past Chairman of
the Section, Alan Mitchel, has retired
from the GTC. He has still not com-
pletely recovered from his illness. I am
sure that theSection would like to pass
on our best wishes to Alan. We all



hope that he continues to make good
progress.

Another reminder for Westurf. As |
said in last month’s report, Westurf is
moving to Westpoint near Exeter this
year. Westpoint is a purpose built
exhibition site. Because of this a lot
more facilities will be made available.
It should give Westurf a big surge for-
ward. Paula, our Regional Adminis-
trator has put a lot of work into moving
Westurf to Westpoint. It is now up to
us as members to give our total sup-

rt. A sponsored coach will be laid on
F(?r all of you attending Westurf.
Please let ]J, our Secretary, or myself
or any member of the committee
know if you are attending. We can
then arrange pick up points. For those
of you who wish to make their own
way, I am told there will be ample
parking space.

Ken Lodge

South East
Derek Farrington

The “Turkey Trot' for the London
Section was held on 17 November at
Hanbury Manor Golf and Country
Club. Unfortunately the weather
brought a heavy frost and play was lim-
ited to a maximum of 13 holes.

However, there was a good turn out
for such a presti?ous course and while
everyone was disappointed that the
whole course could not be played,
everyone made the most of it and had a
thoroughly enjoyable day:

The scores were pretty close but the
overall winner was Kenny (plus two)
Mackay, Course Manager at Hanbury,
and our host for the day, so that was
nice. Second place was taken by lan
Semple, of Old Fold Manor Golf Club,
just one shot behind! (which I think was
the reverse of the result at the
Buckinghamshire in the summer).
Third p}face was secured by J. Haynes.
Thanks must be given to Kenny for
arranging the venue and also to General
Manager, Alan Williams and Mark
Newey, Hanbury’s Director of Golf, for
their very kind hospitality:

Congratulations to Ted Carley, of
Harpenden Golf Club, and his wife
Kathy on the birth of Daniel, who
weighed in at 8b 2 oz.

On a very sad note, condolences from
all in the London Section to Dave
Delderfield, of Grasshoppers Club,
whose wife passed away after a long ill-
ness.

Work started in December on the
construction of two new tees at Old
Fold Manor Golf Club, the 4th and 8th,
and also reshaping work will take place
at the back of l‘m 7th Green. The design
work was carried out by lan and his
team.

News from Wyke Green Golf Club is
that Roger Mace, formerly of Northolt
Golf Club, is to join Tony Dyke and his
team on the greenkeeping staff. A lot of
you will know Tony Dyke for his ever

present wide smile and despite a very
tough year, it's never slipped. Tony's
wife, Pat, was diagnosed with a serious
illness at the start of 1998 and has been
undergoing gruelling treatment since
last February. Pat has faced up to this
with great courage and good humour
and fingers crossed, her condition is
impr()vinﬁc"l‘ony and their children,
Andrew, Lee and Amanda send Pat all
their love and I am sure all in the
Section will wish Pat good luck and
good health in 1999.

Venues for the Golf Days have yet to
be finalised as we are trying to get some
new venues for the coming season.
Hopefully by next month, we will be
able to give you firm dates.

As you read this the BTME at
Harrogate will have taken place and
hopefully the event will generate some
news. and gossip for this column. Any
titbits gratefully received on 01494
782334 or 0860 618281.

Peter Hopkinson.

East Anglia

Christmas came and went. Hope you
enjoyed it. I did, I think!

Our AGM went with the efficiency of
a Swiss watch and the speed of the bul-
let train or should that be the Willitt
(two t's) train. One of these days we will
turn up, lan will say “All those in favour
say aye. Meeting Closed.” Brilliant.

OId Greenkeeping Proverb: “If it ain’t
broke, don't fix it.” I wonder if the
Greens Committees have heard that
one. Mine have, several times.

Our section is going from strength to
strength, thanks largely to lan and
Steve. Apparently ourselves and Essex
are the two largest Sections of the lot,
with us being the better organised, nat-
urally!

Over 60 of us turmed up at the
Thorpeness Turkey Bash. “Bash” being
the operative word. Sponsored by
CMW we played a Texas Ecrzunble ona
wet but well prepared course, thanks to
lan (two T’s) and his team.

First prize went to lan (two T's) golf
team. His party consisted of Thorpeness
Managing Director, Tim Rowan-
Robinson and Thorpeness Captain, Eric
Duckworth with a net 61.7.

Greg McHugh and the Cowboys
came second with a 62.1. There were
four Nearest the Pin prizes on the 2nd,
7th, 10th and 16th which were won by
A. Elliot, Steve Curtis, Peter Howard
and Derek Farrington. They were spon-
sored by Rushbrooks, Sisis, Rhone
Poulenc and Toro.

The Longest Drive on the Ist, and
17th were won by the same man, S.
Bartram. I don’t drive that far for my
holidays!

Other sponsors were CMW, Rigby
Taylor, Willmott Pertwee, Bartram
Mowers, Ben Burgess, Consultant
Clarkson, Pattisons and Colliers. Our
thanks once again to all the trade lads,
without them we could be struggling.

A special mention at the AGM was
made for Colin Rushbrook who has
been quite ill lately and it was good to
see him out and about again, and Emie
Hart. These two guys have been spread-

RAY
ANTIS

y 111 UIE VVI1NA

* Advice % Application * Supply * Training %
Sy ®
s WEED FREE GEIEINEETITES

Unit 14, Roundshead Drive, Warfield, Berks RG42 3RZ

LONG LASTING, GOLOUR IMPREGNATED

s(\ REGYGLED WOOD GHIP MULGH
PPl

QQ“QW\ e

Suppresses the growth of weeds

Gives a tidy appearance to flowerbeds and areas of uncultivated land
Reduces landscape maintenance costs

More durable and longer lasting than bark mulch

Ideal for paths and heavy foot traffic areas

Agen

@Flm 1w

ts required in all areas for this product

Blackburn Road, Houghton Regis,
Beds LUS 5BQ. Tel: 01582 475500

February 1999 Greenkeeper International 39

2
*

LY 39y vy



Ad Ref 87

Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

ing the East Anglian gospel. There was
another award presented and nominat-
ed by Emie to the Greenkeeper who
goes about his job professionally and is a
role model for all greenkeepers to follow:
This award will be presented annually
and as it has no official name, I think
“The Erie Hart Ambassador for

Greenkeeping Award” will do nicely.
Who won it? I hear you cry: Roger Eade,
from Stowmarket, a very popular choice
too I might add.

There are two new faces on the com-
mittee, Mark Broughton, who replaces
Michael Peters and Quick \)l’:l\\
McGraw, sorry, Greg McHugh will
attend Regional Mcnungs instead of
Steve Millard.

That's all folks, except to say thank
you again Thorpeness Golf Club, Hello
Frank and see you in the spring.

Mick Lathrope

Su

Surrey Section held their 1998 Turkey
Trot and AGM on 10 December at
Clandon Regis Golf Club, near
Guildford, and it was a pleasure to see
such an excellent turn out. The weather
was kind and only a few of the later
starters enjoyed the slight rainfall of late
afternoon.

Our Thanks and warm welcome to
Steve Swanson the new Course
Manager, for presenting the course in
such good condition, bearing in mind
the very wet weather all golf courses
have had to contend with over the last
year. The Turkey went to a noble winner,
the First Assistant at Betchworth Park,
Andy Gatland, and although his head-
gear had a Mexican flavour, his 41 point
win was most deserved as is his now
reduced handicap.

The AGM was dealt with in a most
efficient manner. The committee was re-
elected with the exception of Mike
Kirkham, our retiring Chairman, who
we thank very sincerely for his commit-
ment over the past years. Dave
Delderfield and Ian Sellers are our two
new committee members and we warm-
ly welcome them to many years of
service. Our last committée meeting
took place on 11 January and all the lat-
est information will appear in the March
edition.

Chris Webb is now the First Assistant
at Burhill Golf Club ably attending to
the whims of the new Course Manager,
Martin Smith, who has returned to
Surrey Section after many years in the
Midlands.

Although not strictly a Surrey Section
club, Fulwell is so local that we thought
the friendly thing to do was welcome
Andy Johnston the new boss, and his
four legged friend Tosh, into the area

A lxhtcd but very happy New Year to
all in Surrey Section.

Brian Willmott

Essex

By the time you receive this month’s
Greenkeeper International our first func-
tion of 1999, an evening lecture at
Wiittle College, will have been held.
Thanks to our new Education Officer
John Sinclair. A review will appear in
next months issue.

By the end of the month you all
should receive your 1999 Fixture List
Card, spc nsored by P Tuckwell Ltd. Our
thanks once again to Neil Peachey. Any
problems telephone Martin  Forrester
01245 603131.

Asin 1998, we have a full programme
of events, with record numbers of people
supporting our Section. So, if you have
not attended before, make an effort in
1999 and meet new friends who all
work in the same harsh, sometimes lone-
ly, environment.

During 1999 we are looking to hold
further l&;ducmiomd Day Seminars, one
being a two day wmpum course and
the other, once again, a Management
type course including negotiation skills
and employment contracts and rights.
These courses are a bargain price. for
your benefit, to further our own individ-
ual skills in our ever growing demanding
world. Your support will only make them
viable to continue so look out for details
in the post or contact Martin Forrester

The format for this year's knock-out
competition will be changed from a dou-
bles event to singles. This is due to the
problems occurring with organising
matches last time around and hopefully,
with fewer people arranging dates
between each ()llllt‘l‘, there will be no
problems playing matches by the speci-
fied dates set by the competition

secretary, Richard Pride, 01268 752281.
Details are in the post.

Finally I would like to mention the
Industrial Advisory Panel of Turf
Management and Greenkeeping which
was held at Writtle College on 16
December. This is an important link in
education for both Wittle College and
us in the turf industry to try and set out
future plans for what is needed regarding
educational requirements.

Not quite finished. I'd like to wish
both Martin Huckesbury, who has left
Five Lakes to join up with Nigel Mansell,
and Michael Fance, ex-Stock Brook
Manor, now working for the
Greenkeepers Supply Company, all the
best in the new jobs.

Dave Wells. 01702 522202

Sussex

Sussex were indeed lucky with the
weather once again. With courses closed
and waterlogged all around them they
were able to play their Christmas meet-
ing at Little h.lmpnm Golf Club on a day
without wind or rain. Just fog!

David Wood had again prepared a
super course for the Section, this being
the eighth consecutive year that the
event had been held there and the staff,
under the direction of Secretary; Keith
Palmer, always make us most welcome.

The results of the Texas Scramble are
unimportant. It is a well known fact in
Sussex that the Team Prize always goes
to George Barr and his team, but on this
occasion they did play well, winning it
by two dlear shots. No one begrudges
(;ungc his victory. It is small recompense
1m the days he s}xnd,s on “booze cruis-

buying half of the French wine
lnduxlms pmdmn()n in order that
everyone attending wins at least one
bottle of wmuhmg Even members of
the non-winning teams walk out clutch-
ing several bottles of wine!

As mentioned earlier, the fog was a
*hazard’ of the day. Being a links course,
the tee-shots to the fairways were dis-
cernible by the hillocks on either side,
but for the last hour or so of play, each
team needed to send a ‘scout” ahead to
establish the general direction and a
rough idea of the distance to the green.
All in all a most interesting days golf
which I think can be summed up in the

words of a guest overheard in the bar to
say “It was probably the best day I have
ever \[K‘l\( on a golf course!”

Derek Farrington

Northern

Ireland

North East

Recently the GTC in the form of
David Golding and Sue Gudgeon came
over to see us and to train a few more
assessors. We now have 25 assessors in
Northern Ireland. The GTC are hoping
that within the next five years there will
be an assessor on every golf course in
Northern Ireland. This is a major step
forward in our industry. In conjunction
with Greenmount (f()Ilcgc all students
undertaking training will have their own
work-place assessors. We believe that
this is the way all training should be car-
ried out in all industries, Greenmount
College with Brian Corr and Neill
McLaughlin has pioneered a new form
of assessing students and monitoring
their progress in conjunction with their
work-place assesors. “This system is an
example to all training pm\ulux and |
would like to see this in operation at all
colleges,” said David Golding. Also now
in place are three Internal Verifiers who
will help to police the system. If any
assessor has any problems Plt.l.\(‘ feel free
to get in touch with the verifiers. They
are Emmett Curran, Henry Farrell and
Eamonn Farrell.

Congratulations to Larry Martin who
moves from Vesta Irrigation to the
Greenkeeping team at Stakis Park. Last
but not least, best wishes to David Laird
who has left ].E. Coulter to take up the
Kubota Dealership now sited at
Randalstown. Hope it all goes well for
you Davy.

Eamonn Farrell

See you all next month!
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