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Well done 
John and 
the team 

John Philp was described as "a greenkeeper out 
of control" by David Duval. He was accused of 
fertilising the rough by several experienced pros 
and, if some rumours are to be believed, is a 
close relation of the Marquis de Sade. 

In fact all John had done - in conjunction with 
his own Links Management Committee and the 
R&A - was to bring a fine old links back into 
tip top condition and provide a challenge few of 
the professionals had ever faced before. Sure the 
fairways were a little tighter than was perhaps 
comfortable and sure the rough was...well rough, 
but the Angus area has been particularly wet and 
grass tends to grow in those types of conditions. 

The players had launched their media offen-
sive against the course well before the week 
started. The winning total was by all accounts 
going to be around 300. Well, 29 players broke 
300 and the winning total, matched by three 
players, was the equivalent of two 72 and two 
73s. Not too outrageous. 

But isn't the score irrelevant? Isn't the idea to 
identify the Champion? The man who mastered 
the conditions the best? What score did 
O'Meara shoot to win at Birkdale last year? I'm 
blowed if I can remember, and frankly it does-
n't matter. 

Jean van de Velde played the best golf for 71 
holes and would have been a deserving cham-
pion. Paul Lawrie was superb in the play-off and 
as a result is a deserving champion - someone 
who won The Open not just the beneficiary of 
someone's sad stumble. 

So why the criticism? 
You don't hear cyclists in the Tour de France, 

which was running at the same time as The 
Open, complaining to the organisers that a par-
ticular climb was too steep. They get on with it. 

Skiers tackling the fearsome Hannenkann 
mountain in the annual downhill race take pride 
in completing the course. They don't look at 
their times and say we only averaged 55mph 
and not 65mph, as we usually do, so the spec-
tators are being short changed. 

Even Formula One drivers, who one might for-

f ive for prima donnaish tendencies, usually 

lame the set up of their cars rather than the 
layout of the track for disappointing times. 

Professional golfers get many advantages not 
open to club golfers. In The Open they have ball 
spotters on every hole. They get free drops, line 
of sight rulings, they get someone to carry their 
bag, cars to pick them up from their hotels... 

The list goes on, yet still they moan. 
John Philp and his team did a tremendous job 

at Carnoustie and the set-up of the course 
showed real imagination. Sure it was tight, but it 
was not unplayable, and in the end it produced an 

Open which will be remembered for 
rears to come. 
iupled with the fine new 

hotel it surely has guaranteed 
Carnoustie a permanent 

place back on The Open 
rota...even if the very 
thought will cause 
some nightmares. 

Editors 
Scott MacCallum 
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With the sad passing of BIGGA's first President, Neil Thomas pays a 
personal tribute to the man who did so much for the Association 

Par Excellence 
Scott MacCallum visits Merrist Wood's fine new facility and 
discovers he's the 10,001st person to do so within a week 

2 7 The Cut t ing Edge 
Stephen Bernard explains why sharp blades are the key to 
smooth surfaces 

3 2 O p e n Glory 
Carnoustie witnessed some amazing scenes during The Open and 
the BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team was in the thick of it 

3 8 W h a t a S o d 
Replacement turf has increasingly become a valuable option to the 
modern Course Manager, as Roland Taylor found out 

4 3 Play your next shot w i t h a w o o d 
Scott MacCallum accompanied John Nicholson and Ken Moodie on a 
couple of visits and learned much about the influence trees have on 
architecture. 

5 7 Sal tex Prev iew 
Set set for Windsor and see what some of the exhibitors have in 
store for you 

71 The Longest Day 
BIGGA's golf day, sponsored by J. Rothschild Assurance, was as 
enjoyable as it was lengthy 

77 M a k i n g the Earth Move 
Redexim, of Holland, is the innovator of the verti-drain and the parent 
company of Charterhouse and together their future looks rosy 

( 3 2 ) Open Glory 
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