
Roland Taylor looks at the development of the turf industry and 
how quality turf virtually can now be bought "off the shelf" 

What a 

Turf is at the centre of most read-
ers' every waking hour and for many, 
one suspects, part of their sleep. After 
all, it is the core of what greenkeep-
ing is all about - trying to achieve the 
ultimate playing surface. A lot rides 
on what one is given to work with. 
As the saying goes "you cannot make 
a silk purse out of a sow's ear." The 
quality of turf is vital, especially 
where it is being renewed. Tnis is a 
time when there is an opportunity to 
put down exactly what is needed and, 
like the artist, start with a new can-
vas. By beginning with quality, the 
chances of success are greatly 
increased. 

One suspects that, in the early days 
of greenkeeping, some well-known 
courses decided to set up their own 
turf nurseries - they needed to have 
a ready supply of turf with the culti-
vars they wanted, grown under their 
conditions. This would have seemed 
a logical step three decades ago when 
a supply of top quality turf was not 
always readily available and orders for 
small batches were not entertained. 
Times have changed and today turf 
containing the latest pre-blended 
mixtures can be virtually bought off 
the shelf, in any quantity. A whole 
industry has grown up to serve this 
market and to find out more we vis-
ited Europe's biggest turf growers -
Rolawn. 

Their policy regarding seed mix-
tures if different because they buy in 
the best cultivars from individual 
seed houses. In short, they choose the 

best each seed house has and then 
blend their own mixture. This takes 
more time and adds cost, however the 
company believes this provides bet-
ter turf quality than buying mixtures 
off the shelf. 

The company was originally start-
ed on the Aberdeenshire estate of 
Lord Forbes, primarily to supply turf 
to golf courses. While the original 
locality initially served its purpose, a 
new site was sought. The Vale of York 
proved to be ideal - flat, light sandy 
soil with deep bore holes for irriga-
tion. In addition there are good road 
links - an important factor when time 
is of the essence in getting freshly lift-
ed turf on site, fast. 

Over 2000 acres are under cultiva-
tion and this is being increased 
annually by about ten per cent. 

Growing turf commercially is not 
the same as managing it on a golf 
course. Whilst related they are sepa-
rate skills. Between 8 to 12 weeks are 
required to bring freshly laid turf into 
play. The company has considered 
supplying ready-to-play turf, but 
decided against it feeling that the 
market is unlikely to pay the extra 
price and that in any case, bringing 
turf in to play is a skill best left to 
the individual greenkeeper in his own 
course environment. 

The sandy soil on which the mix-
tures are grown is compatible with 
most other soil types but there are 
some greenkeepers who would prefer 
soil-free turf. To accommodate them, 
the company has recently installed a 

new turf washing plant. This latest 
equipment deals with big rolls, as well 
as the standard one square metre roll 
and small quantities can be supplied 
any time throughout the year. In its 
washed condition the turf is a mat of 
living plants with little support, so it 
is highly perishable and needs laying 
as fast as possible. It will also require 
plenty of irrigation once down. 



• A range of six specialist golf mixtures 
For greens - high bent, bent fescue or creeping bent 
For tees - 3 different mixtures, including ICON for 

hard wear and shade tolerance 
• Ail grades available as BAyr Root WashecfTurf in big 6r 

standard roHs for rapid rootingr and rootzone compatibility 
• Professional laying service or laying equipment available 
• CustorhisecTnutritional programmes with detailf & soil 

analysis and interpretation from Undum fclant Nutritipn 
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Rolawn is a commercial operation 
and therefore very conscious of mar-
ket trends and requirements. The 
final product has to be what is want-
ed and for this reason they work very 
closely with the top seed breeders ana 
the STRI. A field of turf takes 
between eight and twelve months to 
be ready for harvesting, so decisions 
on which cultivars to include in the 

mix are important. Get it wrong and 
very few, if any, want the product. 

The company blends its selected 
seeds and the process of producing 
top quality turf begins. op 

O »nee sown and established, the 
young turf is .mown reg 
throughout the year at a 
which has been found to be an ideal 
length for producing sufficient roots 

egularly 
height, 

m«, 

Masters, 
m of the * •• • 

TURF 

TURF GROWERS AND INNOVATORS OF TURFGRASS SYSTEMS 

I MOR 
JS09002 

INTURF The Ches tnu t s , Wilberfoss , York Y04 5NT 
Telephone 01759 321000 - Facsimile 01759 380130 

E-mail: i n f i K t in tur f .co .uk • VVeb page: www.inturf .co .uk 

http://www.turf.co.uk
http://www.inturf.co.uk


What a' 

to support a strong healthy sward. 
The very fine clippings are generally 
not collected as these return nutri-
ents to the growing plants. There are 
occasions wnen it is necessary to col-
lect the cut grass and this is carried 
out using a vacuum type collector. 
Weeds and disease are eliminated by 
spraying as and when required and 
the establishment of strong healthy 
grass plants are encouraged by a num-
ber of other management techniques. 

To ensure that buyers can be con-
fident in what is in the actual turf 
mixture being grown, the STRI is 
asked to carry out testing of a large 
part of the crop. Rolawn then make 
the STRI's findings available to any-
one who asks for a copy of their 
report. 

The day of harvesting finally arrives 
and, depending on the area to be lift-
ed and weather conditions, work can 
start as early as 4 o'clock in the morn-
ing. Dealing with a perishable 
product means it needs to be cut and 
transported to its destination as 
quickly as possible. It can be a big 

operation. On the day we were there, 
23 articulated lorries were loaded and 
sent on their way. 

Immediately after the turf has been 
removed, the plough moves in and 
the growing process begins again. 

There are two other methods of 
obtaining turf. Setting up your own 
nursery or by seeding appropriate 
areas. While both have their merits, 
time in establishing them and time 
taken in managing them have to be 
given careful consideration. 

A nursery site will have to be of suf-
ficient size to meet the estimated 
requirements for a two-year period 
plus contingencies. Irrigation needs 
to be readily available. How the soil 
is prepared is important, as it needs 
to be well drained and of a depth that 
allows strong root development. 
Some bought-in turf can be includ-
ed, but the main objective is to grow 
mixtures to match the existing areas 
on the course. A first class mainte-
nance programme similar to the one 
used on existing playing areas is nec-
essary to ensure good quality 

replacement turf is available at short 
notice. 

The other alternative is seeding 
worn or damaged areas - and again 
there are plusses and minuses with 
time being one of the major consid-
erations. This is illustrated in the 
difference between an autumn seed-
ed green and a turfed one. The former 
would not be playable for over 20 
months while the latter could be open 
in about seven. Another factor to take 
into account is the limited period dur-
ing which seed can be sown, whilst 
turf can be laid virtually all-year-
round. Seed is initially less costly and 
the precise mixture of cultivars is 
available. 

However, pre-blended mixtures are 
generally only available in pre-deter-
mined form. With seed there is also 
the risk of "washout" owing to heavy 
rains. 

Most readers are under consider-
able pressure to meet the increasing 
demands of players. Playing surfaces 
have to be more resilient plus disease 
and wear resistant and seed breeders 

hatever their sport, players 
surface that can absorb all they dish out 

and bounce back for the next fixture. From rugby 
pitches to golf courses, Johnsons grass playing 
surfaces can cope with the best of British sport -
and the worst of British weather 

Our new range of seeds gives you all the benefits 
of one and a half centuries of breeding. 
So when you want to bring new life, strength and 
disease resistance back to your playing surface, 
Johnsons will deliver the goods, season after season. 



are continually seeking new cultivars. 
Turf suppliers are well aware of this 
and as a result are continually look-
ing at the product range they offer. 
In addition, they take into account 
developing patterns. Fewer golf 
courses are at present being con-
structed, so less turf is required. 
Because of the increased wear and 
tear on courses more renovation work 
has to be carried out. To meet this 
situation, Rolawn has a no minimum 
order policy. 

A great deal relies on getting it right 
so the top turf companies work close-
ly with the STRI. They also offer 
advice and arrange visits for green-
keepers to inspect the turf on site 
before purchase. 

Turf management is a science 
which, when done well, looks 'easy' 
to the layman. We live in a television 
age when the public has come to 
expect turf to be visually perfect and 
players want to tee off on something 
as good as Carnoustie or Augusta. 
Under this sort of pressure, the turf 
growing and seed industry is more 

than happy to work closely with 
greenkeepers in order to meet their 
requirements. In a country that is 
regarded as the University of the 
m r l d on turf, the UK has all the 

expertise and facilities to grow and 
manage playing surfaces that are sec-
ond to none. 

Shows like BTME, SALTEX and 
Scotsturf provide the chance to see 

and discuss the latest developments, 
arrange a visit to a turf farm; or obtain 
some samples. Opportunities not to 
be missed! 

We supply Wembley's 'hallowed turf' and are 
one of Britain's leading professional turf grass 
providers. Proof that good breeding breeds success. 
Call now for details of your local distributor and 
recieve your free 1999 seed catalogue. 
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