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Education

As the deadlines for the annual competitions
approach Ken Richardson is waiting for the last
remaining entries to pop through the letter box

Money Matters
All you need to know about TESSAs

Health & Safety
The benefit of attending safety courses

Around the Green

Sandy McDivot
Sandy makes his bi-monthly appearance and
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As | see it...

BIGGA Chairman, Gordon Child, discusses a
range of topics covering his time in the army,
the National Tournament, education courses to
progress on the new building

As | see it...

@ Health & Safety
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The green,
green grass
of home?

Avid followers of this particular column may
recall that last year I gave you just a little
insight into the work that was going on in
}Jreparation for the move my wife, Elaine, and

were making to live in the York area.

Well, with just a few hiccups, we made it and
we moved into our new home at the end of
July.

It was while the pair of us were still unpack-
ing that a young man came along and laid our
lawn. We thought it was great. It made it look
like a home...on the outside anyway.

We were given our instructions - make sure it
gets plenty water - and, as it was in the middle
of a drought, rushed out to buy a hose.

While it was bedding in, you wouldn’t have
found a more caring couple when it came to
looking after that small area of grass and it
seemed to be establishing itself well.

Then it started to go wrong. Mushrooms
began to appear and then bare patches.
Through the winter it got worse, until it looked
more like a well used football goalmouth at the
end of a long season.

But I haven't worked for the Greenkeepers’
Association for three years without picking up
a few ideas on how to look after grass.

I aerated, then scarified and overseeded using
a couple of these boxes which involve you
doing an al fresco version of the “shake 'n’
vac.” I then topdressed using a product a
painful trawl of the garden centre had assured
me was ideal for the job. This task I complet-
ed by carefully brushing in the sand. After that
I waited for my labours to bear fruit.

Just this morning I looked out of our bed-
room window, down upon the scene of all this
industry to see...a well used football goal-
mouth at the end of a long season. Worse, the
sand gave it more of a look of a desert.

The lesson it has taught me is that it is not
what happens above ground that matters, it is
what going on underneath and if the area has-
n't been prepared properly there are always
going to be problems. While we were delighted
to see a lush, green lawn so soon after our
arrival we would have been far better putting a
hold on it until we’d broken up the Eard pan
of soil upon which the turf was laid and gener-
ally prepared the ground.

It makes me think about those of you who
work on courses which either have old, worn
out greens or ones which have not been partic-
ularly well constructed. No amount of tender
loving care is going to prevent problems and

not everyone is going to accept the
rational explanation for what
has gone wrong.
As for us, unless there is
a drastic improvement
I reckon it'll be back
to square one.

Editor: S
"\ |
\
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Features

Would you scythe your green?
Roland Taylor looks back at how greens
used to be cut and to the present day
and what to look for when buying a
sophisticated greens mower

Kept in suspense

Dr Stephen Baker takes the mystery
out of suspended water table green
construction

Home on the Grange

Letham Grange is preparing to welcome
members to the National Tournament, in
association with Scotts/Miracle in August.
As Scott MacCallum found out, those who
decide to compete are in for a real treat

Taking the strain

Gerard van 't Klooster describes what it
takes to produce a new grass and what
we can expect in future

All donations welcome

BIGGA President, Viscount Whitelaw, is
retiring from the position but his last task
was to invite golf clubs to contribute to the
Association’s Building Fund. The first club
to make a donation was Ham Manor in
Sussex

A Machinery Charter

Charterhouse are the latest Golden Key
Supporter and, as Scott MacCallum dis-
covered, the company has always been
keen to promote greenkeeper education

Digging deeper
A look at natural occurring soil bacteria

Daylight robbery

Hugh Tilley gives some advice to help
reduce the chances of some on wanted
visits by some uninvited guests

The Learning Experience

Taking the rough with the smooth.

Should we be so obsessed with green
speed? Surely we are looking for smooth
putting surfaces

C

L

CI

National treasure:
Will you be there?

@ Would you scythe your green?

Courtesy of Brian Morgan Tel: 0141 221 6236



World class

turf care.

We have the edge.

Over 200 years experience in
developing and manufacturing
grass cutting equipment is
undoubtedly a key factor in

Ransomes’ worldwide success.

Rilﬂﬁ\ll]l\.’b ]]}L\ cnntinucd to

identify customers ongoing
needs and respond with
continuous improvement, vision and innovation to stay
ahead of the competition. Which is why the current range

offers unbeatable features, toughness and value for money.

But delivering the equipment is only the first part of our
service. We have also worked extremely hard in
developing a Ransomes worldwide dealer network which

offers support right through to after sales.

There is one more thing that experience has taught
us at Ransomes. Our passion and commitment to serve
our customers at all times and at all levels is what

differentiates us from the competition.

For a free demonstration or the name of your nearest

dealer call freephone 0500 026208 for details.

RANSOMES

Ransomes Textron, Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG
Tel: 01473 270000 Fax: 01473 276300
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Industry h

retires

Mark Horner takes over as
Commercial and Amenity Sales
Manager at Vitax this month, fol-
lowing the retirement of Trevor
Holmes after 14 years with the
company.

Formerly with Sinclair Horticul-
ture & Leisure, Trevor, who joined
the company as National Field
Sales Manager in 1984 and rose to
Director two years later, following a
company buy-out, has seen the suc-
cessful merge of Vitax with
Synchemicals in 1988, and
Amenity sales figures triple since he
joined the company.

During his time with Vitax, Trevor
has introduced many new products
including the wetting agent
“Ultraflo”, the entire range of slow
release fertilisers and, most recently,
the seaweed products “Seaturf
Soluble” and “Seaweed Foliar
Feed”.

While building his early career in
the horticultural and ;uf\cnity sec-
tors, Trevor had also been building
his body. A self confessed seven
stone weakling in his 20s, he joined
a body building club in Grantham,
of which he is now Honorary
Secretary, and put on six stones in
two years, helping him to take sec-

Trevor Holmes with the weight of the world on his shoulders

ond place in the British Power
Lifting Championships in 1963 and
become Champion of Champions
of Great Britain in the same year.

Three British records still stand to
Trevor for the “Pull-over and press
on back”, a lift which is his special-
ity - they are for the middle-weight,
light heavyweight and mid-heavy-
weight classes, the middle-weight
record since 1965.

The future holds a rigorous train-
ing programme, as Trevor will con-
tinue to lift, although not compete,
and is looking forward to playing
more golf.

Mark Horner, who has been with
Vitax for three years, and working
alongside Trevor as Commercial
and Amenity Sales Manager
Designate since September, was
born into horticulture as his father
srew over 30 acres of field vegeta-
sles at Scarisbrick, Lancashire, on
the Fylde Coast.

With an HND in horticultural
sciences and previous experience
with Henry Alty Ltd, Mark, 30,
was a Technical Sales Advisor cov-
ering the 15 South Eastern coun-
ties for Vitax, before training for his
new post.

A very fine vintage at Reaseheath

This unique tournament is
approaching its fourth season.

he braincﬁild of Bruce White-
head and Paul Mayman, it has
been nothing but a constant suc-
cess.

Due to its one of a kind invita-
tional, over 70’'s structure, it has
gained great rccognition as the
only one of its type. In fact a real
niche in the market has been
uncovered.

This year’s tournament has
again started to make a name for
itself. Staged in a small Cheshire
hamlet envied for its natural char-
acteristics, Reaseheath Golf Club
provides the ideal venue.

Reaseheath College is a premier
centre for training in the land
based industries. Most noticeable
is the HND Golf Course Mana-
gement sector, whose students
take charge of the event,

This year’s tournament is to be
held on May 13. Purely invita-
tional, the experienced over 70’s
field are already working hard on
their games ready to peak in
time.

Sponsorship and  contacts
gained by the students in their
industrial placements has given
the tournament a professional
lift. This year's sponsor has been
finalised as Jacobsen

PGA success
assured from
supporters

The response from members to
the opportunity of joining a
BIGGA (;rccnkccpcr Support
Team for the Volvo PGA
Championship at Wentworth at
the end of May has been over-
whelming.

“Such has been the huge number
of members who have asked to be
included in the team I have been
unable to contact everyone indi-
vidually. However, I have now writ-
ten to those have been selected
and would like to take this oppor-
tunity to say thank you to those
for offering their services to those
who haven’t been included,” said
BIGGA's Administration Manager,
John Pemberton, who is ()l'gﬂﬂiSiﬂg
the team.

“Hopefully the success of this
inaugural Volvo PGA Champion-
ship Greenkeeper Support jT'am
will see it continue in future years
thus giving more people the chance
of taking part,” said John.

Techno Toro

The need to control irrigation
systems as an integral part of golf
course management, and the need
to optimise water usage is becom-
ing one of the key tasks facing
Course Managers. Over the last
few years the UK and Ireland has
seen the installation of some exten-
sive irrigation systems to greens,
tees and fairways. The number of
sprinklers, and the necessary com-
plexity of the irrigation pro-
grammes, makes PC based control
an essential feature for a successful
operation, Toro has been at the
cutting edge of PC based technolo-
gy and its latest system is named
SitePro.

SitePro uses full graphic depic-
tion of the actual course on which
it is installed these graphics show
the position of the pipework,
cables and sprinklers. Operation of
individual sprinklers is activated
by simply clicking on the sprinkler
marked on the screen. This is only
the beginning; full utilisation of
the system features, flow manage-
ment, weather station communica-
tion to calculate site evapo-transpi-
ration rates and a range of course
management reporting functions.
SitePro represents the pinnacle of
irrigation system control technolo-
gy and all that is required to run
the system is a basic understanding
of Windows 95, and a knowledge
of a turf irrigation practices.

For further information on Toro
[rrigation Products call Graeme
Francis on 01425 476261 or con-
tact Hydroscape, Water House, 10
Carvers Industrial Estate, South-
ampton Road, Ringwood, Hamp-
shire UK BH24 1JS Fax: 01425
472380.
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Usually the spotlight falls on
the Course Manager or Head
Greenkeeper at a Club.

Now it is the turn of those
whose work often goes
unheralded to star.

Name: Alan Jack
Club: Cathcart Castle
Position: Apprentice
Age: 21

1. How long have you been

a greenkeeper?
One year

2. What education are you
currently undertaking?
SVQ Level 2 at ElImwood
College

3. Which one task do you
most enjoy doing?
Hand mowing tees and greens

4. Which one task do you
most dislike doing?
Divoting fairways on my own

5. What job other than
greenkeeping might you
have ended up doing?
Before greenkeeping | was a
professional footballer

6. Who has been the biggest
influence on your career?
Robert Hogarth, Head
Greenkeeper at Cathcart Castle
and Brian Hillan, Head
Greenkeeper at Drumpellier

7. What would you do to
improve the life of a green-

keeper?
Less interference from mem-
bers

8. What are your hobbies?
Football and golf

9. What do you get out of
BIGGA?

Monthly magazine, Education,
Reading articles on other cours-
es and greenstaff

10. What do you hope to be

doing in 10 years time?
Head Greenkeeper

8 Greenkeeper International May 1998

.  Scotts Company

has big move
all planned out

The Scotts Company has
announced the formation of a new
structure following the company’s
purchase of Mimch’ Professional in
‘96 and Levington Horticulture
Ltd last year. The new company
will be called the Scotts UK
Professional Business Group and
will be based at the Levington
Horticulture offices at Bramford,
Ipswich.

The new structure is a key step in
the integration of the professional
operations of the two businesses.

In the Turf and Amenity sector,
products include  Sierrablen,
Greenmaster and Longlife fertilis-
ers plus treatments such as
Daconil, Casoron, Tritox and
Turfclear are involved.

Under General Manager, Louis

de Kort, the Scotts Professional
Business Group will have a dedi-
cated Professional Marketing

Department headed by Martin
Morgan and a Sales and Customer
Service Department similarly
focussed exclusively on profession-

al grower and amenity customers.
To maximise the quality of service
offered to customers, three new
UK Sales Support Teams have
been established with the the Turf
and Amenity team being headed
by UK Sales Manager, Chris Briggs.

General Manager Louis de Kort
said: “The creation of a dedicated
UK Headquarters for the new
business is a tremendous step for-
ward, enabling us to establish
skilled and experienced teams to
focus specifically on the needs of
our UK customers. That we are
able to base ourselves at the
Levington Horticulture site is
especially important, as it will
facilitate close and vital liaison
with the Scotts Research and
Development operation, located at
the same site.”

The new contact details for the
company are: Scotts UK Profess-
ional Business Group, Paper Mill
Lane, Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk
IP8 4BZ. Tel: 01473 830492. Fax:
01473 830386.

Early bird

The South West and South Wales
Region are already planning for
BTME ‘99 and have put together the
package for the BTME Express
which includes luxury coach travel,
leaving Tuesday morning and return-
ing Friday afternoon, three nights
B&B and entrance to all seminars.
All for £95.

On top of that, where a Head
Greenkeeper is bringing an assistant
the price for the assistant is £85, but
both must be from the same club.
For greenkeepers under the age of 21
on December 31, 1998, 20 places
will be available on a first come first
served basis at £45. Members wish-
ing to take advantage of this should
apply in writing to Paula Humphries,

bookings!
BTI

Truants Cottage, Zeal Monach-
orum, Crediton, Devon, EX17 6DE

South West and South Wales
Region wish to thank Amenity
[echnology for their generous help in
sponsoring this event. A generous
amount is also being contributed by
the Region from the profits made at
Westurf,

Payment may be made by instal-
ment. Contact Paula on” 01363

82777.

Tykes bowled
over by mower

The first orders for Huxley’s new
HD84M mid/rear mounted triple
mower have been placed by North
Yorkshire County Council.

Huxley Area Dealer Gibsons of
Kirkham, Lancashire, secured the
first order at the end of last year
and, following initial evaluation,
North Yorkshire County Council
recently ordered a further two
machines from Gibsons.

The Huxley HD84M hydraulic
cylinder mower has been developed
specifically for fitting to the Kubota
ST30 28.6 h.p. hydrostatic drive
tractor. The three cutting units can
be raised and lowered injepcndem—
ly to allow variable cutting width -
maximum 84" (2.13m) and mini-
mum 57”7 (1.45m). Reel drive can
be reversed for backlapping or for
clearing obstructions.

Price for the Huxley HD84M
(excluding tractor) is £8,990 plus
VAT including independent hyd-
raulic system and hydraulic oil.

For further information contact:
Paul Huxley, Telephone: 01962
733222.

Moss control
advice given

Weed control specialist Nomix-
Chipman has issued a new technical
advice sheet on moss control for
hard surfaces and turf. This includes
details on its non-residual moss
killer which now has MAFF
approval for use on internal and
external hard surfaces.

Based on dichlorophen, Nomix’
liquid Mosskiller delivers effective
control of moss and fungi on paths,
hard surfaces such as car parks and
ornamental paved areas as well as
lawns and fine sports and amenity
turf. Mosskiller also offers an unre-
stricted number of applications
through the season.

Mosskiller is applied by knapsack
sprayer during active growth at rates
of 17 litres/hectare (170ml in 10
litres of water for 100m*) when
treating hard surfaces. For turf areas,
the application rate is 50
litres/hectare (500 ml in 10 litres of
water to treat 100m?).

For further information Tel: 01179
574574.

Sweet smell of success!

A new competition involving
four man teams from golf
clubs in South Wales is to be
held at Celtic Manor Hotel
and Country Club in August.
Teams comprising the Course
Manager or Head
Greenkeeper, the Secretary or
Club Manager, Chairman of
Green or a member of the

Green Committee and the
Club Captain or Vice Captain
will play for the Golf
Management Trophy spon-
sored by Scotts Turf and
Amenity, on August 27, for
the considerable prize of one
tonne of fertiliser.

The format for the competi-
tion is four ball better ball

with two score to count on
each hole and the cost to
enter plus coffee on arrival
and a two course meal is £60
per team.

For further information con-
tact Paula Humphries, BIGGA
South West and South Wales
Regional Administrator Tel:
01363 82777.



Scotch mist fails to help Peter

I'he annual match between
BIGGA Scottish Region and the
Assocation of Golf Club
Secretaries, at Glasgow Gailes
GC, ended in defeat for BIGGA
and their CaL)l;\in, Regional
Administrator, Peter Boyd.

While still a l‘()()]\ic,’CIllelil\
Boyd, did manage to amass an
imin‘c%s‘ivc array of excuses for
the 7-3 defeat in the 20 man
aside contest — the team had
been fooled by the lack of rain;
the team had been fooled by the
lack of wind and finally that the

secretaries had made full use of
their handicaps.

[ don’t think Seve himself
would have been able to come up
with a better set had the Ryder
Cup result gone a different way.

“Despite the result everyone
had a most enjoyable day ‘with
the weather being kind and the
hospitality from the golf club
first class. Our thanks to the
Captain and Council of Glasgow
Golf Club for affording us the
facilities for the day,” said Peter.

The BIGGA winners were

Willie McMeakan, Turnberry
Hotel, and John Scott, Kirkhill
GC, who won by the handsome
margin of 7&6. Elliott Small,
Tulliallan GC, and Martin
Lothian, Turnberry Hotel, and
Stuart Crawford, North Berwick
GC, and Steve Sullivan, Craigie
Hill GC halved their matches
while Peter Boyd himself also
managed a win.

“We look forward to next
year's fixture and hopefully we
can improve and rcguil{ the
Trophy,” said Peter.

Aerators get to the point

Amazone Ground Care has
launched new range of slitter/aer-
ators. The new four-model range
incorporates a unique blade con-
figuration that ensures high
point pressure across the full
width of the implement at high
operating speeds, while exerting
91kg point pressure for entry
into the thickest thatch. ]

Designated the Amazone, SLC
and SLS series, they replace the
current SL range. All the new
models are three-point linkage
mounted. The SL has a 1.2
metre working width, the SLC
1.2 metres and 2.4 metres; that
of the SLS, which features a new
contour following system, is 1.2
metres.

['he SL forms the base of the
new range and is intended for
working on flat ground. Its fully
enclosed 1.2 metre-wide ground-
driven rotor is fitted with 40
blades, each of which, uniquely,
is mounted with a 10 degree off-
set

With that pattern, all the
points in contact with the sur-
tace penetrate the ground to an
equal depth when the slitter is
driven forward, so eliminating
the ‘walking’ effect associated
with some blade layouts.

Both the 1.2 metre-wide SLC
and the 2.4 metre-wide version
also feature contour following
through a floating chain and bar
support at the rear of the imple-
ment. Penetration depth on

Royal |nverdiv0t G by Tony Husband

these models is by means of
weights around the rotor axle.

At the top of the new slitter
range is the 1.2 metre-wide SLS.
I'his model features a new con-
tour following mechanism, com-
prising a front-mounted hyd-
raulic depth ram connected
through an arm to a pre-loaded

spring anchored to the frame at
the rear of they implement.
When crossing an undulation
the operating depth is main-
tained through ram pressure,
while the spring releases to
enable the tractor's rear wheels
to remain on the ground, so
maintaining traction.
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BIGGA's new
Membership

Services
Officer

Tracey Maddison is BIGGA's new
Membership Services Officer having
taken up the post at the beginning of
April.

A native of York, Tracey joins the
Association having recently completed a
three year Leisure Studies degree course
at Leeds Metropolitan University where
she became interested in training and
development and membership/sales.

“Since leaving university I have gained
experience in the design of training and
development material as a desk top pub-
lisher within a management consulting
company” explained Tracey.

“I returned to education after eight
years or so working in a variety of admin-
istration/secretarial roles and perhaps
more excitingly travelling around the
world for a _\"c;n‘. visiting Indonesia,
Australia, New Zealand, Thailand,
Malaysia and Europe, where 1 saw some
of the most amazing golf courses, from
the most beautiful to the most obscure!”
she added.

“I have many hobbies, most of which
are sport orientated, including golf which
[ played in my past and will possibly take
it up again now that I am situated in such
a lovely locality as Aldwark Manor. I also
enjoy squash and aerobics.”

“l HAVE USED
PRIMER 604 SINCE
IT CAME ON THE
MARKET - WITH
GREAT RESULTS.

IT WILL BE INCLUDED
IN MY PROGRAMME
FOR 1998”

MARK CHESMAN
COURSE MANAGER
SONNING

GoLr CLus ExaLanD
WY SUPATUR? PRODUCTS LTD UNDER LICENSE FROM
THE AQUATROLS CORPORATION OF AMERICA
TEL: 01455 234677
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lpswich becomes
new Textron HQ

With Textron’s acquisition of
Ransomes now com (Ltc, a new
Textron  Turf ‘m(r Specialist
Vehicles Group has been created
and the rationalisation process to
pull  together Ransomes and
acobsen in the UK is well under-
way.

This process has involved a care-
ful assessment of the requirements
of each of the businesses in the
Group and a full audit of all the
physical and human assets that the
company possesses.

The decision has now been taken
to headquarter the new Group at
Ipswich, the established base of
Ransomes, and to combine the
activities of Ransomes Textron and
Jacobsen Textron on this site.

A number of key staff will be
relocated and the principle objec-
tive is to ensure a continuity of the
high quality levels of service for
customers of both Jacobsen and
Ransomes.

Textron Turf & Specialist Vehicle
Group now includes brands such as
Jacobsen, Ransomes, Cushman, E-
Z-GO and Ryan. It is the compa-
ny’s stated intention to support
tull) each of these brands.

David goes
West

L ]

Etesia has appointed David
Shepherd as Area Manager for the
western side of the UK. David will
look after a territory covering
Wales, the West (mmll\ and the
north-west, where he will be
responsible for maintaining the
company’s existing dealer network
and seeking opportunities to
increase Etesia’s market share.

“In the nine years since Etesia
entered the UK market, the com-
pany has continued to affirm its
commitment to selling quality
machines through specialist dealers
who can offer customers the kind
of service and back-up they expect.
The close support our Sales Team
provides is a key link in ensuring
mmpletc satisfaction at every
junction of the sales process,” said

UK Sales Manager, Robin Taylor.
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No bugs with this
Millennium winner

The Sisis Ecospray, drift-free
sprayer, has been selected for the first
tranche of Millennium Products.

In September last year, Tony Blair,
launched Millennium Products and
began the search for the country’s
most innovative products and ser-
vices. The challenge went out to sub-
mit for consideration ground-break-
ing products that will change the
way we live in the 21st century. The
aim is to have 2000 L\dmplcx of
British business ingenuity by the
new millennium.

The selected products are allowed
to carry the Millennium Products
marquee, will go on display in
national and international exhibi-
tions and will be a major feature in
the Millennium Dome  at
Greenwich. They will also be fea-

tured on the Millennium Products

website which went live in April.

The Sisis Ecospray was seen as an
environmentally responsible sprayer,
solving one of the major problems
with conventional sprayers.

Most sprayers are based on agricul-
tural models, with the attendant
problems of spray drifting from the
intended target. Spraying contrac-
tors, and indeed all users of spraying
equipment, have to take great care to
protect people and environment
alike and should only spray when
weather conditions permit. A slight
breeze can cause a pesticide applica-
tion to be abandoned; even on a still
day, a freak gust of wind can cause
damage to adjoining vegetation or
watercourses.

Each unit on the Ecospray, there-
fore, is enclosed by a shroud to
reduce “drift” to an absolute mini-

mum. Solid covers can alter the
spray pattern; the Ecospray has spe-
cially designed and pd(klllk(l |mf<)~
rated, shields developed in conjunc-
tion with an experienced spraying
contractor and Cranfield University,
who implemented computer model-
ling and wind tunnel tests to achieve
the optimum design. Bubble jet noz-
zles were fitted to give a more uni-
form droplet size, which also reduces
drift and improves leaf contact. Sisis
subsequently developed the original
idea into a viable, commercial prod-
uct.

The Sisis Ecospray is available in
two models, 5-unit towed gang and
3-unit fully mounted. Other models
will be available shortly. The first
production models are now in use
with spraying contractors Complete
Weed Control Ltd.

Brushcutter with designs on success

The Stihl FS 85 brushcutter has been chosen to
join the permanent collection at London’s
Design Museum, of objects representative of
late 20th century industrial design.

The Conran Foundation, was set up by Sir

duced design will be formed, representing
changes in design technology, as well as indi-
vidual tastes. Such a collecting policy is unique
among museums worldwide and will result in a
truly fascinating collection that will provide a

Terence Conran in 1993 to assemble a collec-
tion of industrially designed mass-produced
objects. Each year a British resident with an
‘educated’ awareness of design is given
£27,000 to construct a collection of their own
choice. Selectors can choose anything from
domestic items are packaging to vehicles. The
only criteria are that they must choose “things
they would like to live with" and that are “in
current production”.

In time, a fascinating collection of mass-pro-

major design resource for the late 20th century
and beyond.

The collection currently on display has been
specially chosen by Dan Pearson the well
known TV gardening presenter and Sunday
Times' gardening columnist.

In selecting the Stihl FS 85 Dan Pearson said,
“Lots of strimmers are very flimsy, but this pro-
fessional quality model is designed to last. The
frame is lightweight but strong and the nylon
blade can be replaced.”



Chris Yeaman, of Swanston
GC, in Edinburgh, has come
up with an interesting old
photograph taken in the mid
‘80s during a trip by Scottish
greenkeepers to the
Ransomes factory.

Included among the assem-
bled group are some familiar
faces captured in their prime
of life, including current

Scottish Regional Chairman,
Jimmy Neilson, South East
Region Board of Management
member, George Barr, Ray
Day and Steve Dixon. Also in
the picture, eighth from the
right,t is Eddie Holt, of
Dunnikier Park, Kirkcaldy,

2804
who has since died but for - olo% 36 *
whom an memorial trophy is arie yon
030 Ggn ¥
played each year. 20 W
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Nixon gives thanks

for vote of confidence

I am writing to express a big
thankyou to all involved with
BIGGA and Toro for organising
and providing a trip of a lifetime to
the USA. I will never forget the
way I have been received and
looked after since winning the Toro
Student Greenkeeper award.

[ would also like to emphasise the
professionalism of BIGGA and
Toro, they both put a great deal of
work and effort into improving our

Kubota challege tees off

The inaugural Kubota Golf Club
Challenge event has got off to a
flying start with a full entry of 500
teams representing golf clubs from
throughout the UK.

Being played over a series of five
knockout matchplay rounds cul-
minating in a Grand Final at
Woodhall Spa Golf Club in
October for the 15 remaining
clubs, the Kubota Golf Club
Challenge is an all-new golf tour-
nament for teams of two players
comprising the Secretary and the
Head Greenkeeper of each com-
peting golf club.

Shropshire-based All Glaze has
introduced a nationwide on-site fit-
ting service for the replacement of
broken cab glass using Amma-
Glas, a clear plastic glazing alter-
native to glass. Not to be con-
fused with perspex, Amma-Glas
offers :

* Excellent impact strength, with-
standing the impact of errant
golf balls and low tree branches,
thus offering the machine opera-
tor a safe working environment.

The MASCOT

industry and because of this, I was Turf Care Range

proud to represent them in the Fungicicides
i
USA. f Herbicides
Lastly, I would like to thank X

. Fertilizers

Askham Bryan College for putting
me forward for this award and pro-
viding me with a first class educa-
tion, and a special thanks to Mr
Steve Prinn (course tutor).

Grass Seeds
White lining materials
& equipment

Steven Nixon Tools
Toro Student of the Year Golf Course equipment

ﬁREE 0800 424 919

Rigby Taylor Ltd,
Rigby Taylor House,
Garside Street,

Bolton, Lancs BL1 4AE
Tel: 01204 394888
Fax: 01204 398379

Tournament organiser, Sporting
Concepts Ltd, said that the event
is proving a tremendous success,
having been over-subscribed by
more than 100 entries in its very
first year.

Rene Orban, Deputy-Managing
Director of Kubota (UK) said,
“Kubota has established an excel-
lent working relationship over
many years with golf club secre-
taries, greenkeepers and Course
Managers. This tournament fur-
ther reinforces our commitment to
UK golf clubs and those who work
in them.”

« Clarity is similar to glass, being
UV stabilised to protect against
discolouring for five years.

« Anti-abrasion and chemical
resistant hard coated to help
protect against scratching.

Amma-Glas is available in clear
and tinted, replacing any flat and
some curved glass.

For further information contact
All Glaze.Tel: 01691 658752 Fax:
01691 670201.

Top Dressings & Composts

Quick! Quick!
Slow!

The nitrogen sources within
Mascot Microflow quickly get in
through plant foliage*. Nitrogen

~+4 release then slows right down

over extended periods of up to
12 weeks.

The Polymethylene Urea nitrogen
within Microflow is one of the
most leech resistant sources of
nitrogen for plants. Microflow
liquids leave no particles to
influence or delay use of playing
surfaces or to be wastefully
picked up by mowers.

You can even safely combine
Microflow with organic products
(such as Mascot SRD 100 and
Mascot Seaweed Mineral
Supplement) to save application
time and enhance performance!

Don't be slow to discover the
advantages of Microflow for
yvourself. Ring Rigby Taylor -
quickly now!

* 4 hours is all it takes!

laylor

your perfect partners
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News from
Pattisson’s

The Oakland Tee Marker is a
brand new  product from
Pattisson’s. Made from recycled
waste pul\ styrene but wiht a wood
effect, it is extremely durable and
environmentally friendly. The body
of the Oakland is colour impreg-
nated so that if the surface
becomes worn it is not noticeable.
The ends are painted white with
vinyl numbers and the marker is
fitted with a single aluminium peg
which is both resistant to erision
and can be easily put into the
ground.

The Windsor Tee Marker is part
of the Windsor Tee Collection
which consists of a divot box, tee
marker and a litter bin. They are
all made from moulded pl;n’('ic. It
will hold a plate for course or spon-
sorship details and is hollow so
that it can be filled with sand or
water for ballast.

The Sarrell Roller has been a part
of the Pattisson’s range for some
time but it has been joined by a
one and two drum version which
are expected to be popular with
people needing to aerate a small
area of land.

Pattisson’s has appointed
Matthew March to its Sales team.
Matthew will be looking after
2attisson’s ClubCall members as
well as the trade export side of the
business.

Boost for
Huxleys

Huxleys has received keen interest
and important orders from a num-
ber of prominent golf courses since
taking on exclusive responsibility for
the supply and installation of

Campbel Il Turf.

Among the first customers to spec-
ify the advanced synthetic turf as a
replacement for natural and artificial
surfaces on golf tees and pathways
were Marriott Hotels - Meon Valley,
near Southampton; St Pierre, near
Chepstow; and Dalmahoy, near
Edinburgh. i

The most recent of the installa-
tions is at Dalmahoy, where eight
Campbell Turf winter tees have been
instu]led - four on the East Course
and four on the West.

“We are delighted with the all-
round improvcxmtm." commented
Dalmahoy’s Director of Golf, Brian
Anderson. “I play off the surface
myself and it is just like striking the
ball from a good lie on natural turf.”

Installed on the par threes on
Dalmahoy’s two 18 hole courses,
(fumphclf Turf not only looks and
feels like grass, giving golfers the
ability to control the ball through
the air, but the material will also
accept a normal tee peg pushed into
the pile.

Huxleys will be pleased to provide
full information, quotations and
details of other Campbell Turf
installations in the UK on request.
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Toro Scottish dealers A M Russell have scooped a
hat-trick of successes in the turf maintenance
equipment manufacturer’s latest annual dealer
awards. The Edinburgh-based firm ran off with the
top accolade of Best Overall Dealer, as well as
picking up the award for Best Sales Increase and
producing the Salesman of the Year, in the shape
of Alistair McRobert. The award for Best After
sales Service went to A T Oliver & Sons, in Kings

A\
TILITY i

Full range on offer
at new academy

Work on the six hole Greenkeep-
ing Academy at the Berkshire
College of Agriculture for which the
first turf was turned by then BIGGA
Chairman Pat Murphy last year, has
begun in earnest.

] & E Ely are the contractors. They
have worked with the College previ-
ously and have close links with the
architect, Donald Steele & Co., and
many of the Rootzone sponsors
including Banks Amenity Products
and Bardon Aggregates.

The majority of trees were planted
and the broad fairways shapes were
cut over the winter.

The irrigation supply will hopeful-
ly incorporate the use of grey water

and will demonstrate all types of

systems from valve in head gear dri-
ven through to impact heads. These
heads have been sponsored by Toro,
Rainbird, Hunter, Watermation,
Weathermatic and Nelson via sup-
pliers. The consultancy has been
sponsored by York Martin & Co.,

The greens have been designed not
only to challenge golfers, but also to
show the pmblcms that certain
shapes create for maintenance. The
architecture also shows the green
shapes approximately repeating the
pumd of their construction.

The green constructions cover the
20th century. They include 1900s
soil based Tom Morris shaping;
1920-30 clay boiled green.

A great deal of sponsorship has
been received. For example the
perched water table used by Donald
Steele & Co. is sponsored by Banks
Amenity products and ‘Bardon
Aggregates. The UGSA type is spon-
sored by Hcp\\unh Minerals and
Chemicals Ltd. The modern Dutch
green which uses full sand rootzone
has been sponsored by Roffey Ltd.
who have also sponsored the recy-
cled materials green finally a tee will
be constructed using a hi-tech foam
based system sponsored by
Greenscape (UK) Ltd.,

The areas will be seeded with
greens and tees sponsored by
Mommersteeg Ltd.

Considerable time has been given
by the Industrial Liaison Team,
these include Malcolm Peake, and
Martin Gunn, of Temple Golf Club;
Allan Collis, of Castle Royle, and
Ray Clarke, of Hth‘\hnd Golf
Club.

Michael Bonallack, Secretary of

the R&A who have been major
sponsors, will open the Academy
officially in the autumn of 1998.

Langley, Herts. Winners were presented with their
plaques by Graham Dale, Managing Director of
Toro distributors Lely UK, and Bob Buckingham,
The Toro Company's European Sales Manager.
Pictured from left to right are: John Cockburn, A T
Oliver's Sales Manager; Director Joe Zawinski
and Managing Director Brian Goudie, principals of
A M Russell, Graham Dale, Bob Buckingham and
Alistair McRobert.

Rain Bird
set to fly
stateside

Rain Bird has signed an agree-
ment with American Golf to be
the exclusive supplier of irrigation
equipment to the world’s largest
golf course management company.

American Golf operates more
than 260 private, resort and daily
fee golf courses and practice cen-
ters in the U.S. and the United
Kingdom.

The three-year agreement allows
the exclusive use of Rain Bird
products on all American Golf new
course irrigation system installa-
tions and/or mnj()r'renov;lti()ns to
existing systems. It is estimated
that American Golf will use Rain
Bird products in nearly 20 new
course irrigation system installa-
tions in 1998,

“American Golf is very pleased to
be teamed up with the golf indus-
try’s leading irrigation \nm\.m
and whole goods company,” said
John Mever, American = Golf’s
Director of Fleet Management and
National Accounts

“Rain Bird’s C\\‘crliunul prod-
ucts and expertise will help us con-
tinue our commitment to provid-
ing the most superior maintenance
possible at our courses nation-
wide.”



UPDATE UPDATE Up,
0,

Ken Richardson reports on how things are

hotting up, as competition deadlines loom...

This month sees the deadlines for
entry to three of BIGGAs major
competitions, ie the TORO Award
for Greenkeeping Excellence and
Student Greenkeeper of the Year
Competitions and the BIGGA Golf
Environment Competition in associa-
tion with Amazone Ground Care and
Rhone Poulenc Amenity The entry
deadline is 31 May for all three com-
petition so make sure that you have a
chance to win by making sure that
your entry is sent to BIGGA HQ by
the closing date.

The TORO Award for
Greenkeeping Excellence

The search to find the 1998 winner
for the TORO Award for
Greenkeeping Excellence is hotting
up. You still have time to nominate
your choice, however, as entries need

chance

to be at BIGGA HQ by May 31, you
need to make sure that your nomina-
tion is in the post, today.

Does your Head (nunl\upu
deserve to be recognised for his
efforts? Does your club want to
win a TORO 3000 series triplex
mower? Do you want to visit the
GCSAA show in Orlando and the
TORO factories in Minneapolis and
California in February 1999 for free?
If the answer to any of the above is
yes then fill in and return an official
entry form or telephoning Ken or
Sami on 01347 838581. Remember,
this competition is open to all Head
Greenkeepers/ Course Managers.
Initial judging, to select up to eight
finalists will take place during
June/July, by a panel of cxpcrim\cc({‘~
retired head greenkeepers, led by
Walter Woods. The National Final

will be held in Harrogate on 25/26
October.

TORO Student of the Year
Entries for the TORO Student of
the Year competition need to be at
Aldwark Manor by May 31, 1998.
Regional judging will take place dur-
ing the week commencing July 27
when a panel of three judges will
select up to en,h( national finalists.
The National Final will will be held
in Harrogate on October 25-26
alongside the The TORO Award for
Greenkeeping Excellence Final. Make
sure that your college or training
pm\id(r submits an entry for this
plunglous u)mptlllmn and you
could win the TORO Sgh()larslnp for
1998, attending the University of

Massachusetts for a six weeks turf

management course as well as visiting

the TORO factories in Minneapolis
and California.

The BIGGA Golf
Environment Competition

This year, 1998, is the second year
that ‘BIGGA has run this
Competition in association with
Amazone Ground Care and Rhone
Poulenc Amenity. Golf clubs through-
out Great Britain are beginning to
the benefits of entering which at the
very least can give your club a
detailed environmental survey and
action plan. However, if you win then
your c{uh could win the £5000 first
prize and the added bonus of being
recognised as the top environmental-
ly managed ;,()lf course. Complete
your application form today and
send it to BIGGA HQ or contact Ken
or Sami for further details.

Pattlsson’s fantastlc summer

TeI:

01494 79 46 46

1. Pattisson’s ‘Aqua Pack’

Hydrotine - £145

Set of replacement tines - £20
Tricoflex 3/4" 50m hose - £68
2 Snap fast hose tails - £5.90

their Bunker Rake with
black screw in head and
white fibre glass handle

Fax:

01494 79 47 47

TOTAL VALUE
£2338.90

Promotional
price - £160!!!

2. Pattisson’s are selling

for just £5 -95 w

Patti’;‘.son

Established 1896
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Ad Ref 431

Ad Ref 403

for
details

OFFER CLOSES
30th June 1998

Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street

Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX

Tel: +(44) 0118 951 0033 Fax: +(44) 0118 951 0044
http://www.AmenityTechnology.com

This month, Geoff Steel gives advice to
those wishing to invest in a TESSA...

WEED PROBLEM
SOLVED!

The UK's recognised leader in
weed control and specialist
spray contracting has always led
the field with innovative ideas
and systems.

re v,
Com Olut,'o
! ‘:’I;Uferise o s"ary
labyg sogﬂem
n,

Employing the latest advances in

application technology, such as the

award winning Weed-It optic

system and drift free Ecospray,

CWC demonstrates continued
commitment to bring to its

customers the very best contracting
service available today.

Also available - Scan-Seed.
Not only is it the unique way
N to hydroseed - it is also the
better way.

tii e

complete
Veed control

Q:;:s 0800 7832884

LOCAL SERVICE CENTRES NATIONWIDE.
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daving

TESSAs (Tax Exempt Special
Savings Accounts) provide excellent
low risk savings for tax payers.
Introduced by the Government to
encourage savings, they offer tax free
returns on deposits with a bank or
building society. Normally 20% tax is
deducted from the interest in a sav-
ings account, but in a TESSA the
interest is paid without any tax
deduction.

Savings can be from as little as £10
per month but £3,000 can be saved
in the first year, plus a maximum of
£1,800 in suLsequcm
years up to £9,000 in
total. The savings
must be for a five
year period.

All' banks and
building  societies
offer TESSAs but
interest rates can vary
widely. It is important to
shop around to get the best
rate.

Checking on the current pub-
lished rate, one High Street
name who regularly advertises
as being good for savers is
paying 6.6% on £3,000 sav-
ings. ?mothcr well known
bank is paying 7.75% on
the same amount. Over
five years this can
amount to a very sig- .
nificant difference in &7
the returns. '

There is a company
called Money Facts
that publishes the up
to (satc interest

rates of all the
banks and build-

ing societies.

A

4

Anyone can obtain the current
information by faxing them on 0336
400238. Calls cost 50p per minute
and there are currently cifghl pages of
information. Alternatively you can
telephone me on my free telephone
line 0800 783132 and I can provide
a selection of current interest rates on
offer.

TESSAs are to be replaced by the
Individual Savings Account (ISA) in
April, 1999. The new ISA is more
restrictive for savings in a bank or
building society and anyone thinking
of starting tax free savings shoul

start a TESSA now. Once started

it will be able to run for the
full five years.

Remember though vou

can only have one TESSA

at a time.

Matured TESSAs, how-
ever, can be invested in a
TESSA2 enabling savers

to take out a new

TESSA.

For savings over a
longer term, invest-
ment returns have, in
the past, always been
better from company
shares. Personal Equity
Plans (PEPs) provide tax
free returns from investing in
company shares and are com-
pleted different to a TESSA.

PEPs will be explained next
month.

—

Geoff Steel is an Independent
Financial Adviser with Walsh
Lucas & Co and he welcomes
comments from readers. His
Freephone telephone number
is 0800 7835132.
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Roger Holt, of Agenda Training Limited,
looks at the Managers’ safety role

_OUISES

The Supervisor's and Manager's
role in safety has been recognised as
crucial to the success of business
operations for many years.

A Company's commitment to
Health & Safety is made in a num-
ber of ways, through its Policy
Statement, its adherence to legisla-
tive requirements and through the
design of jobs which fully recognise
hazardous steps.

Once these are identified job train-
ing can be designed and safety cam-
paigns mounted to ensure that, as far
as possible, staff accidents and dan-

erous occurrences are minimised.
Jaily identification of hazards and
risks which can occur is a vital plank
in the management of safety and can
be overlooked if a culture of contin-
uous attention is not maintained.

Qualifications for safety profes-
sionals have long been widely accept-
ed as a commitment of business to
this area, but many firms do not
have a full-time or part-time person
in this role.

However, a qualification for man-
agers has been developed by the
Institute of Occupational Safety and
Hygiene called the Managing Safely
Certificate. This important qualifica-
tion gives supervisors and managers
a range of sGlls and techniques to
improve this vital area and
underpins the commitment
of the business to safety.

There is no doubt -
that the cost of acci-
dents and lost time
will continue to
rise and larger
firms are now
looking for
evidence

of commitment to staff safety and
welfare as a condition of dealing with
suppliers.

he course, which is delivered over
a three day and a two day module,
incorporates the firm's suf’cty proce-
dures and covers the following top-
ics.

@® The legal framework for health
and safety at work.

@ The nature of commonly occur-
ring hazards.

® Human behaviour which affects
safe working.

® An indication of risk and why
incidents, damage and acci-
dents occur.

® The communication of health
and safety.

® Revision and course assess-
ment for certification.

The assessment is by a written
paper and a short project related to
the delegate’s work place.

In order to discuss further how you
can profitably take this crucial next
step please ring Jean John on
012082 831973 or Roger Holt on
01203 696511 at Agenda Training
Limited.

Greenmaster NK

Promotes sturdy growth

Jevington
(GREENMASTER

Greenmaster® NK is a new, phosphate-free,
fine turf fertilizer providing equal amounts of
nitrogen and potash for improved management
and control of turf grass growth on traditional or
sand-based greens in spring and summer.

B Satisfies latest recommendations for higher
potash inputs.

B Provides 42kg/ha of both nitrogen and potash in
one application.
Extra potash helps overcome deficiency, balances
growth and toughens sward.
Phosphate-free formulation limits P build-up
and Poa annua establishment.
Iron and magnesium added to improve turf
response, colour and hardiness.
Provides quick colour response and sustained
growth for up to six weeks.

Greenmaster NK
12-0-12 + 2% Fe and 3.3% MgO

ALTOGETHER AN UNBEATABLE COMBINATION

evinglon

DIFFERENCE

If you would like to know more please call our
Technical Services Manager on 01473 203143
or contact your local Area Sales Manager:
South - Chris Briggs
Tel: 0378 603103 (mobile) or 01273 675966
Midlands and Wales - Roger Moore
Tel: 0378 603052 (mobile) or 01832 710076
N. England, Scotland & N.I. - Richard Walton
Tel: 0378 603091 (mobile)

GREENMASTER and THE LEVINGTON DIFFERENCE are registered Trade Marks
of Levington Horticulture Ltd. © Levington Horticulture Ltd 1997
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"~ AMRUSSELL LTD

Safer, easier and more versatile

Unique monofilament cutting line system gives distinct

convenience and safety benefits: 4

GIBSON & { p Tek: 0122847521
M Versatile product which does not require an OPC. T o1 4sasi7

M |deal for steep slopes and banks when using ADAE FAs AR

i {Nr Limerick] =
a rope kit. Tel: 061 397777 e

TREACY MOWERS & Telanol @IRZS0

M Less prone to damage such as a bent crankshaft. MACHINERY LD -
Telk: 01 8377240 Tel: 6F7 G 220261

B Time saving with a more even and professional
finish compared to conventional petrol trimmers.

m Safer, easier and more versatile.

FLYMO

Preston Road, Aycliffe Industrial Estate

Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham England. DL5 6UP

Tel: 01325 300303 Fax: 01325 310339 For more details, please contact one
of our exclusive product franchisees




Roland Taylor looks back (but does not remember!)
to the days when greenkeepers used scythes to get
a quality finish on their greens.

It's dawn and the sun is just break-
ing through the mist that shrouds
the courses. A heavy dew sparkles on
the greens, it is an ideal time for
mowing and the greenkeeper and his
staff prepare for another day. There
is no roar of an engine firing-up, just
the sound of stone against metal.

The vear is 1890 and any form of
mechanisation for many 5,0“ courses
is still a long way off. QC\(th ]\LLP
the grass short and early morning is
the best time to use them. The wet

ass stands well to the blade.
%\A()\\mg with a scythe required a
great deal of skill, but in ch right
hands a reasonable surface could be
achieved, although it was far from
the immaculate playing surfaces of
today.

Budding’s patent gives us an idea
of what it looked like - “circular
sears, bare places and equalities con-

O A ibaa Y N

tinued for several days”. The opera-
tion was slow - it took three men a
day to cut an acre and then the clip-
ping had to be brushed up and the
green rolled. There were also long
delays as golfers played the green.
For some, a salvation was available
- but it was expensive. Although it
was mainly the rich who played golf,
money for maintaining the course
was in many cases not readily avail-
able. Numerous companies had
adopted Buddmks cylinder mower
design both here in the UK and in
the USA, so there were plenty of
mowers to choose from. The one
favoured by most of the greenkeep-
ing fraternity was the ‘Greens Silens
Messor Deluxe’. Built in Leeds, this
mower had what was then a unique
feature - it was self-sharpening.
When the blades became dulled you
simply reversed the cylinder drive

and they were sharpened - backlap-
ping had arrived!

though we do not know how
many cuts per yard this machine pro-
duced, the finish was far superior to
scything, and raking-up was elimi-
nated. An 18" moﬁd cost £7.10s
(£285 at today’s prices) so it was rel-
atively expensive.

Pr()gn.s\ in the development of pro-
fessional mowers was slow. This is
probably due to the limited number
of machines a manufacturer was like-
ly to sell. An essay written by a
gr('gnkupcr in a 1929 conmetmon
illustrates the conservatism that was
prevalent at the time. He states that
lw refers the Greens Silen Messor
andp would not use a motor mower
on his greens. Another entrant lists
among ﬁrls equipment the Ransomes
Certes. This%md been introduced in
1924, specifically for mowing fine
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turf, and was to continue in produc-
tion for 34 years.

Ways to increase productivity
were being sought and a Mr
Worthington of Shawnee, USA
patented a power unit for taking
three hand greens mowers (the fore-
runner to the triple mower). Known
as the “Overgreen” it enabled one
man to mow 18 greens in a day, but
the machine was cumbersome and
far from easy to operate. There was
no way of lifting the mowers, so
each half of the green had to be
mown one way. The big benefit was
that it released labour for other jobs.

Although the
first commercial
petrol powered
mower had been
introduced in
the early 1900’s,
another  three
decades passed
before the first

fine turf
machine for
greens was intro-
duced. Even

then, greenkeep-
ers were reluc-
tant to change.
Many were wor-
ried about the
weight, and the
possibility of oil
or petrol being
spilt. The Lloyds
Pegasus was a
lightweight

machine with a
one horsepower
engine that pro-
vided power only
to the cutting
cylinder. At nor-
mal walking pace
it was said to pro-
duce a 105 cuts
per yard.

Ransomes
quickly followed
with their Certes
and, in 1952,
introduced the
Auto Certes,
which was self-
propelled.

Over in the
United  States,
things were also
happening and in
1970, Ransomes
imported the
Hann Tournament Triplex which
they later manufactured. At the
time, it must have seemed a world
apart from what had gone before.

he operator rode instead of walk-
ing. Cutting greens would never be
the same again.

Over the last two decades, golf has
become the most important sector
for the major manufacturers of pro-
fessional grass cutting equipment. As
a result, competition has led to a
considerable amount of money being
spent on research and development.
The combination of this, modern
engineering technology and materi-

als has taken the cylinder and bed-
knife cutting principle virtually to its
zenith. Two other introductions,
hydraulic drive and small diesel
engines have been major contribu-
tors to the development of today’s
machines.

While it is good to have a choice
when considering new equipment,
the plethora of greensmowers now
available can make selecting a
machine more difficult and time con-
suming. A look around the market-
place and reading available literature
is the first step towards the final deci-
sion.

GREENSMASTER®

3200 SERIES

LISTEN AND YOU’LL LEARN

WHAT MAKES THIS A SOUND
INVESTMENT

Low noise, high power and precision cutting make Toro’s
Greerismaster 3200 the complete solution for greenkeepers

looking for perfection.

With carefully selected petrol or diesel engines which are high on
power yet low on sound, this exceptionally quiet ride-on greens
mower boasts a unique, unrivalled cutting system to give

superb quality of cut.

Its responsive cutting system prevents sliding and scuffing on turns,
while floating cutting units give enhanced ground contour
following and a precision cut, further enhanced by a highly

efficient collection system.

For a sound investment, trust Toro. Simply telephone 01480 476971
and we’ll arrange for a local dealer to contact you.

AN R =

TORO.

TOTAL SOLUTIONS

TORO distributed by Lely (UK) Limited, Station Road, St Neots, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH
Telephone 01480 476971 Facsimile 01480 216167
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It is generally considered
that this machine is still the
best for getting as near to a
perfect finish as possible, pro-
we viding one has the labour and
time available. What appears
to be the modern approach is
for a triple to be used to regu-
larly mow greens, but for spe-
cial events the pedestrian
comes out.

A close look at the specifica-
tion of most pedestrian
greensmowers on the market
reveals a lot of similarities.
Sizes range from 18" up to
24" and engines vary only in
the name on the label. In
addition to quality of cut, fea-
tures to look out for at a
demonstration include han-
dlebar design, control layout,
balance, straight-line tracking and
noise levels. Grooming reels for
removing surface stems and rotary
brushes are available as an optional
extra.

There is one model with a floating
cutting unit that is said to be an
advantage on heavy, undulating or
stepped greens.

The modern greensmower is a
sophisticated piece of precision
equipment and there are plenty of
features to look out for. Unlike the
pedestrian machines, there are con-

siderable differences between the
brands now available.

Initially, weight and ground pres-
sure were cause for concern (echos of
the past). Designers have addressed
these problems and today’s
machines use the latest technology
and materials to distribute the loads
and keep weight to a minimum. It is
worth sorting through the literature
for all makes of lripéfc greenmowers,
as there have been some interesting
developments in recent years.

Very few greens, if any, are perfect-
ly level, so a degree of both horizon-
tal and vertical movement is neces-
sary to avoid turf damage. Methods
of mounting the units vary, with
some manufacturers mentioning
steering to avoid marking or scuffing
when turning,

Every type of power source is now
covered with a choice of petrol,
diesel or electric. Noise level is an
important factor and engine manu-
facturers have addressed this aspect.
The results are power units that pro-
duce a higher torque at lower rpm,
and as a result, bog\ noise and vibra-
tion are reduced. Noise emission lev-
els are worth checking out between
different models.

The greensmower has got to be one
of the most important pieces of

equipment on the course and, like all
precision machinery, the more com-
fortable an operator feels and the
easier it is to use, will reflect in the
results. Seat positioning and adjust-
ments, levers and pedals siting and
console layouts :1II play their part
and need to be taken into account
when comparing different makes.
Driving position and general layout
can vary considerably. Other fea-
tures that should be on the list for
consideration include:
Range of optional equipment
Ease of interchange of attach-
ments
Monitoring systems, including
engine and whole machine
Safety features and early warn-
ing systems such as hydraulic oil
leakages
Maintenance and accessibility
Availability of replacement parts
and back-up service
Operator training
Finance packages to spread the
load
Der ition

While this enables one to access a
machine’s ability it is also an oppor-
tunity for those who will use it to
find out if they feel comfortable
operating it, so everyone should be
involved.
fhira arty en rsemen
Supplier will furnish names of
existing users but it should be borne
in mind that they are likely to be

very satisfied customers. It is also
worth doing your own thing and ask-
ing questions at shows and area
meetings of the type of equipment
other greenkeepers are usinF and its
performance and reliability. [ am sure
you already do this.
" The greens are the most focused
point of every course. It is where the
game is won or lost and where a
eenkeeper’s skills are most judged.
g craftsman always buys the best
and you deserve and need the best to
keep ahead. Make sure you get it.
Finally, next time you fire up the
latest greensmower with all its high
tech spare a thought for your prede-
cessors a 100 years ago, swinging
their scythes in the early morning
sunlight.
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The all-British greens mower delivering the high
standards of performance, reliability and cutting
quality demanded by golf greenkeepers

® 11 Kknife reels
® Quick detach cutting units
® Quiet operation (85db)

® Steering cutting units
® Powered groomers
® Three wheel drive

Designed and manufactured by
Huxleys Grass Machinery Ltd

Tel: 01962 733222 Fax: 01962 734702

UP YOUR
TROUBLES §

THE SAFE AND EASY WAY TO MOW BANKS,
SLOPES AND SMALL CONFINED AREAS

ALLOWS THE OPERATOR TO HAVE COMPLETE
CONTROL, MANOEUVRABILITY AND BALANCE

DIXON & HOLLIDAY LTD

UNIT 2, SHEPPARDS FARM, DRAYCOTT FOLIAT, SWINDON,
WILTSHIRE SN4 OHX TEL: 01793 741173 (works)

SALES: 01462 700547 FAX: 01793 741020
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Dr Stephen Baker, Head of Soils and Sports

Surface Science at the STRI, examines

suspended water table greens construction

Kept in

The suspended or perched water
table method of golf green construc-
tion is now widely used, for example
forming the basis of the USGA
(United States Golf Association) con-
struction method. However few peo-
ple understand exactly how the sus-
pended water table (SWT) works and
this is important as the physics of
water movement and water retention
determine the advantages and disad-
vantages of SWT greens.” Abuse of
some of these soil physical principles,
P wticularly in terms of material selec-
tion and qmln\ control, can turn a
potentially very successful method of
gt)ll green construction into a wet,
water retentive putting surface or con-
versely one susceptible to drought
stress that is very hard to manage.

How does water move in golf
green profiles?

I'he movement of water in any soil is
influenced by a number of forces act-
ing in different directions. It is a bit like
tug of war on the individual water
droplets; if the force in one direction is
greater than the force in the opposing
direction then water will move in the
direction of the greatest force. The first
major force is gravity and just like the
effect on Isaac Newton’s apple this
force will pull water downwards. If
there was no opposing force, all water
would drain out of a rootzone very
quickly, taking soluble nutrients with
it, and our putting surfaces would
quickly revert to a mass of dry sand or
soil,

Fortunately there are opposing forces
and indeed forces that can be manipu-
lated by our selection of rootzone
materials and the depth of the root-
zone laver. The forces acting against
gravity are firstly the surface tension of
the water and secondly water adhesion
to soil particles. Surface tension occurs
at the interface of air and water
because of the forces attracting the
water molecules together and, com-
bined with adhesion, these capillary
forces are sufficient to hold water in
the soil. Think back to school days and
you may recall physics lessons in
which fine apillary tubes were put in
a beaker of water - water would rise in
the tubes and the finer the hole in the
tube the higher would be the mlumn
of water. If you think of the pores (
the spaces between sand and soil p ar-

ticles) in a golf rootzone as a series of

capillary tubes this is an important
first step in understanding the sus-
pended water table.

Although most water movement is

downwards under the influence of
gravity, there are times when the capil-
lary forces are greater than the force of
gravity an upwards movement will
take place. A good example occurs if
you put columns of dry sand in a con-
tainer of water. Water will move
upwards by capillary rise in exactly the
same manner to the capillary tube the
finer the sand the higher will be the
level reached by the water. In a fine
sand water m;l_\" rise 300 mm (1 foot)
or more but on a coarse sand the
amount of rise may nnl\ be 100 mm
(4 inches or less). Have a look also at
\tml\p;lu of sand drying out after
heavy rain - p.lmml ly if llu particles
are uniform in size there is often a dis-
tinct line separating the drier sand at
the top and the moister, therefore,
darker, sand below: Yet again the same
principle - the height of the line is
determined by the grain size distribu-
tion of the sand.

Rates of water flow in
porous materials

The other main factor that is impor-
tant is understanding water movement
in golf green profiles is to consider how
quickly water will flow in pores of dif-
ferent sizes. If the pores are saturated
(ie mmplucl\ full of water) the situa-
tion is straight forward - the larger the
pore or tube the faster the flow rate.
Indeed the flow rate increases dramat-
ically with pore size thus a fine sand
may have saturated hydraulic conduc-
tivity of 500 mmvhr, while the compa-
rable figures for a coarse sand and a
gravel are in the order of 5000 mnvhr
and 100,000 mm/hr. On the other
hand as a soil dries out water is first
lost from the largest pores thus water
movement has to take place through
finer and finer pores and thus flow
rates decrease dramatically.

In the case of a gravel drainage layer,
flow rates vary mmldcl bly xqund
ing on the moisture content of the
gravel. When there is heavy rainfall
and the gravel is close to saturation,
water entering the gravel drainage
layer moves lllllk}\]\ through the grav-
el to the underlying dmms However
once water is lost from the large pores
water movement can only take place
along very thin films of water held
uglnl\ against the sides of the gravel
p,umlc s and the rate of Alow is virtual-
ly zero, certainly less then 1 mm per
day.

The main process in the formation
of a suspended water table results from
the balance that occurs after initial
drainage between capillary forces that



hold water in the pores against the
downward pull of gravity Water is
eventually held more tightly in the
pores in the rootzone than the gravita-
tional pull at the interface of the root-
zone and the underlying coarse mater-
ial so vertical drainage ceases. The fact
that unsaturated flow rates in the grav-
el are so slow is a complementary
process reinforcing the effects of mois-

ture retention in the rootzone.
Moisture profiles in
golf greens
After heavy rainfall, drainage takes
lace with water being lost from the

argest pores until gravity and capillary
forces are balanced. This equilibrium

situation is often termed field capacity

and is generally reached in 24-48
hours. Evaporation from the surface
and water use by the grass (ie transpi-
ration) allows the soil to dry out fur-
ther, with around 20 mm of water per
week being consumed in summer con-
ditions in the United Kingdom. In
winter however evapotranspiration
rates are low (often less then 3 mm per
week) and thus moisture content in a
golf green profile will be close to field
capacity for long periods - wetting up
during rainfall then draining back to
equilibrium. The moisture profile at
this equilibrium position is therefore
very important as it influences the

uality of the grass, especially its root
ge\'el()pmcnt and also the playing
quality of the surface.

Some of the factors involved can be
demonstrated using results from a
recent study at the STRI in which we
examined moisture profiles of a num-
ber of rootzone constructions. Profiles
were built inside plastic tubes which
had an internal diameter of 150 mm.
Tivo rootzones were examined, firstly a
fine rootzone (77% medium-fine sand,
9% fines less than 0.125 mm diame-
ter) and secondly a coarse rootzone
(84% medium-coarse sand, 4% less
than (0.125 mm). In addition there
were variations in rootzone depth,
blinding layer characteristics and in the
gravel drainage layer.

We measured soil moisture content
at intervals of 50 mm and the first
thing to note is that equilibrium mois-
ture content after 48 drainage varied
considerably depending on the texture
of the rootzone material and the height
above the interface with the gravel.

On both rootzones moisture content
a}l)pmuchcd saturation at the base of
the rootzone and moisture content
decreased with height above the inter-
face of the rootzone and the underly-

ing gravel, rapidly for the coarser root-
zone but only slowly for the fine root-
zone. This is a demonstration of
the suspended water table phenome-
non and how equilibrium moisture
content is influenced by particle size
distribution.

Some practical points also need to be
considered. For the finer rootzone the
volume of water held at a depth of 100
mm from the surface of a 300 mm
deep profile was approximately 30%.
As the total pore space was only 39%
this only give 9% air-filled pore space
which is only marginal for healthy
grass growth, especially as in wet
weather the volume of airfilled pore
space will decline further. Air exchange
in the soil would be restricted and the
root development could suffer. In con-
trast the contents of water and air at
the same depth for the coarser root-
zone were about 13% water and 25%
air. Under these circumstances there
should certainly be no problems in
terms of air supply to the root system.

With respect to drought susceptibili-
ty, knowledge of the variation of equi-
librium moisture content with depth
helps prediction of how much water is
available to the grass plant. Assuming
that root depth is IO(?mm and if the
average volumetric moisture content of
the top 100 mm of the coarse rootzone
is 12%, then 12 mm of water is held
within the depth of rooting. In contrast
if the corresponding moisture content
for the fine rootzone is 25% then 25
mm of water are held within the depth
of rooting. In contrast if the corre-
sponding moisture content for the fine
rootzone is 25% then 25 mm of water
are held within the depth of rooting.
About 6 mm of this water is held so
tightly in the finest soil pores that the
suction exerted by the grass roots can-
not extract is, so it is unavailable to the
plant. Therefore the available moisture
content is approximately 6 mm for the
coarse rootzone and 19 mm of the
finer rootzone. In hot summer weather
between 2 mm and 3 mm of water are
lost daily by evapotranspiration thus
there is only two or three days’ supply
of water available in the coarse root-
zone but around one week’s supply for
the finer rootzone. These figures some-
what simplify the situation on a real
green as in practice soil moisture would
move upwards from the lower part of
the profile as capillary suction would
increase as water was removed by the
plant. Furthermore, evapotranspira-
tion rates would slow down as the grass
became more drought stressed and in
addition the root system in the coarser

material may be more extensive to
compensate for the lack of water near
the surface. Nevertheless differences in
the moisture profiles would have a pro-
found effect on imrigation manage-
ment.

Effect of underlying layers
on the rootzone

The work also showed some other
interesting effects. Firstly the depth of
the rootzone had a major effect on the
moisture content of the surface 100
mm of the profile. The shallow 150
mm rootzone had a much higher mois-
ture content than the 250 mm and
350 mm deep rootzones and particu-
larly when the finer rootzone was used
the pore space would have been very
close to saturation. In practical terms a
150 mm deep rotzone would be
unlikely to be used on a golf green
because of the depth required by the
cup. However tees constructed with
only 150 mm of rootzone over gravel
could be very water retentive and
many bowling greens that are con-
structed with such shallow rootzone
depths must be close to saturation
throughout the winter with conse-

nt risks of anaerobic conditions
and black layer developments.

An excessively deep rootzone could
also create problems especially if the
rootzone were coarse and had a low
water retention capacity. I have cer-
tainly heard of problems occurring on
some courses in the USA and Australia
where coarse rootzones have been used
because of high intensity rainfall but
rooting is often restricted because of
summer heat stress. Under these cir-
cumstances a 300 mm rootzone can
potentially be too deep because the
main part of the suspended water table
lies well below rooting depth.

From a soil physics of view there is a
strong case to adjust depth if either
very coarse or very fine materials have
to be used because more suitable mate-
rials are not available. For example I
once had to increase the profile (f:tpth
of a soccer pitch construction in Saudi
Arabia from 250 mm to 350 mm
because only very fine sands could be
found around the site.

Alth()u%l our study showed that the
use of different gravels in the underly-
ing drainage layer had no effect on
moisture retention, we did find that
material selection for the blinding or
intermediate layer had an influence on
moisture content in the rootzone.
When the intermediate layer was
omitted moisture contents in the root-
zone were higher, mainly because there

was a very pronounced difference in
grain size at the interface of the root-
zone and underlying gravel, meanin
that there was no extra capillary p
from the underlying layer. In contrast
for the finest bl inc%ing layer material
there would have been some continu-
ity in pore size and moisture content at
the surface of the rootzone was slight-
ly lower. We are currently investigating
L{ICSC effects in more detail in a study
being carried out for the USGA.

Assessing water retention
characteristics of rootzones

An indication of the potential soil
water status of the rootzone material
can be obtained from samples com-
pacted in controlled laboratory condi-
tions. USGA guidelines for rootzone
materials are:

Total porosity 35-55%
Air-filled porosity ~ 15-30%
Capillary porosity  15-25%

These requirements are designed to
cover a range of climate zones and for
United Kingdom conditions total
g(e)msity values would normally fall

tween 35-50% and very higK air-
filled porosity values are not normally
needed, especially as this will be gen-
erally at the expense of capillary poros-
ity, thus making rootzone materials
potentially more droughty. When
these limits were ori§inally specified
they were based on laboratory tests
using a tension of 400 mm of water
but in 1994 the test tension was
revised to 300 mm to be compatible
with the rootzone depth. On soil
physics grounds this change in tension
was entirely l(;ﬁical but as the require-
ments for air-filled porosity and capil-
lary porosity were not also modified
we have notice that this did seem to
cause some apparently perfectly suit-
able mixes for UK conditions to fail
because of slightly low figures for air-
filled porosity (eg 13 or 14%) and
slightly high ﬁg{\)ms for capillary poros-
ity (eg 25-28%). The change in test
protocol favoured coarse rootzone
materials which although suitable in
other parts of the world would be
harder to manage in this country on
fescue/bent (and annual meadow-
grass) greens.

Unless the requirements are adjust-
ed it is proposed that for United
Kingdom conditions tests should be
carried out at 400 mm tension and
unless specifically requested the STRI
will carry out all future tests at this
tension.

May 1998 Greenkeeper International 21



AD
REF
103

1500 AERATOR

OUR QUALITY Is ON COURSE

No one can accuse John Deere of standing The 220A is the latest addition to John
still. Since 1995, we've added 8 quality Deere’s quality line of walk-behind greens
machines to our line. Another strong state- mowers. 220A improvements include an iso-
ment about our commitment to your busi- lation-mounted engine for reduced vibration,
ness. New this year are the Turf Gator and improved operator-presence safety system,
220A Walk-Behind Greens Mower. and an easier-filling grass box design.

The Turf Gator’s unique combination of Add superior parts support and our
toughness and quietness make it perfect for existing line of quality mowers, tractors,
the golf course. Toughness comes from uni- aerators, root zone injectors and utility
body construction and one-piece forged vehicles and you see why John Deere is the
axles. Quietness comes from a large volume fastest growing golf and turf equipment
silencer, internal sound absorbing mate- name in the world. Talk with us soon

rial, and golf-car-style transmission. for a first-hand look.

e

| JOHN DEEF
A\ /4

RE

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE

John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG 13 9HT, Telephone 01949 863299 (answerphone)
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:tham Grange Resort plays host to

oy -y
s1ation with

MacCallum found

it it should proved to be a event not to be missed...

If there is one nasty habit of which sports writers
are guilty - I can hear the incredulous cries of “Only
One!” - it's labelling.

How often have we heard about “The Next
George Best!” A young guy called Peter Marinello
laboured under that burden with a spectacular lack
of success for Arsenal in the '70s, while Ryan Giggs
has come a little closer to living up to the billing...
and at least plays for the same team. Isn't Rona%do
supposed to H)(‘ “The New Pele”?

How many times have Wales come up with “The

New Barry John” or “The Next Gareth Edwards”, or
there is a middle order batsman who can bowl a bit
and all of a sudden he sees his name in the papers
as “The New Botham”?

In golf the list of players who have struggled to
live up to being called “The New Nicklaus” or “The
Golden Bear Cub?” is embarrassingly long - Johnny
Miller and Ben Crenshaw at least won a few Majors
but the likes of Hal Sutton and Scott Verplank, to
put it mildly, didn’t get very far in the chase to
match Nicklaus® 18 Major Championships. At least
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HEAD TURNING
PERFORMANCE

THE NEW ALLEN LRT2300
MULTI ANGLED HEDGECUTTER

PHONE THE®R4 HOUR BROCHURE LINE
OR FILLIN THE COUPON BELOW-

0845 60 10 815

NAME:
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:

For Sales & Service Tel: (01235) 515400 Fax: (01235) 515401

. Nothing compares or

NTHE{
NATIONAL

LF TOURNAMENT

competes with the new ‘ .
Allen LRT2300 long
w handled multi angled
hedgecutter. With its
61" shaft, even high
or wide bushes are
always within

The real secret of the
LRT2300, however, lies in its
90° articulating gearbox and
infinitely variable cutting arc
which makes shaping,
trimming and topping so easy.

your reach.

they had the same colour of hair!
However, another subject of

world hasn’t suffered from the
same damp squibb fate as some of
those mentioned and has, in fact,
actually enjoyed its comparison
with a more illustrious cousin.

About 12 years ago a former
boss of mine, Malcolm Campbell -
he was Editor of Golf Monthly -
travelled to Angus with three
times Open Champion, Henry
Cotton, who had been invited to
open a new golf course.

When he came to write about
Letham Grange, near Arbroath,
Malcolm labelled it “The Augusta
of Scotland”. Many people scoffed
but Malcolm did speak with a
level of authority. He'd visited
hundreds of golf courses during
his journalistic career, including
Augusta National, and his opinion
was one which was genuinely held.

Visiting Letham Grange, which
this year plays host to BIGGA's
National Tournament, in associa-
tion with Scotts/Miracle, you will

¢ 18" double sided, double
reciprocating cutting blade
® 22.5cc dual piston ring engine
® Vibration reducing engine mounts
and handles
® See-through fuel tank
- Hands are kept away
from the trim blades

ZH/GI/05/98

TEL NO

Allen Power Equipment Ltd.
The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX1 | 8ES

- N N

Gordon Kingsford Smith
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journalistic “labelling” in the golf

New Head Greenkeeper ‘David Mathie' with Resort Manager

be able to see how Malcolm came
to that conclusion.

Sure, the real Augusta, in
Georgia, offers so much that can't
possibly be matched by this little
corner of Scotland, but it would
be a very unforgiving eye which
could not see some similarities.

“1 believe the spirit of the quota-
tion was that Letham Grange felt
like Augusta rather than that we
were trying to duplicate it. It is
designed as a tribute to Augusta,”
explained Resort Manager Gordon
Kingsford-Smith.

Having said that there are indi-
vidual holes which have a more
than passing resemblance to their
transatlantic relations. For exam-
ple the 2nd is a short par three
guarded by a lake which is an
obvious close relation to the 16th
which has seen so much drama at
Augusta.

But is is not just Augusta from
which Letham Grange draws its
inspiration. The run of three holes
between the 8th and 10th have
been compared to the run of 10th,

X, ¢



I1th and 12th on the Jack
Nicklaus course at St Mellion
which was home to the Benson
and Hedges International Open
for scvcraf\' cars. It is also possible
to spot influences from Pinehurst
and its relatively near neighbour,
Gleneagles.

The Old Course at Letham
Grange is superb and within a cou-
ple of years of opening featured in
Golf World’s top 50 courses in the
country. A remarkable feat.

All the more remarkable when
you consider that it was designed
not by an Alister MacKenzie, a
Jack Nicklaus, a Tom Fazio or a
Donald Steel. Letham Grange was
designed by Ken Smith.

Now don’t waste time searching
through Golf Architect directories
for his name or to discover where
else carries the Ken Smith stamp.
You won't find anything.

Ken was a potato farmer whose
dream it was to transform a
Victorian mansion into a luxury
hotel and built his own golf
course. He was no more than an
enthusiastic amateur when it came
to designing golf courses but he is
obviously one of those people who
is a natural. Someone who could
probably juggle five balls while his
little chums were still learning to
catch, recite Rabbie Burns while
everyone else was still chanting
nursery rhymes and no doubt
played to “scratch within two
weeks of taking up golf.

Letham Grange would defy any-
one to mark it down as the work
of anyone other than a seasoned
professional.

“He actually went to America
and visited the top golf courses,
brought back ideas and put them
all together at Letham Grange,”
said Gordon.

Not only that, Ken Smith was

also hands on when it came to the
construction of the golf course
working closely with the then
Head Greenkeeper, Jim Grainger.

“The trees that were already on
the Estate had been there for 300-
400 years and they just happened
to be in the right place for the
holes which Ken had designed. He
used what nature had provided,”
explained Gordon.

There are only three or four
holes on the Old Course which
don’t feature water to a greater or
lesser degree with several requiring
a carry over water to make the
green.

The new Head Greenkeeper,
David Mathie, only took over the
reins at the beginning of April but
there was no disguising the excite-
ment he felt as he spoke a few
days before starting work.

With the Old, and the slightly
shorter but still impressive New
Course, to manage David has
already formulated his five year
plan.

“I am going to go around the
course hole by hole and assess
what is required but I know that

I'm going to do quite a bit of

rebunkering to give the courses a
bit more of a Scottish feel to
them,” said David, who arrived
from Strathmore Golf Centre hav-
ing previously worked in the the
South East. He is a former student
of Sparsholt College.

“I also intend to undertake a big
conservation project planting 8 -
10,000 trees and, working along-
side Jonathan Smith, bring in con-
servation areas,” explained David,
who also promises some fine,
quick greens for August and the
National Tournament players.

Letham Grange now has new
owners who are keen to give the
resort a major lift.

MAFF No. 06011
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"'Don't Just
Knock ‘em Back -

Knock ‘em Out!

Greenor* and Bastion T* control a wide range of
weeds and give outstanding control where
Daisies, Slender Speedwell and other difficult to
control broad leaved weeds are a problem.

Extensively trialled with proven performance, the
high strength of Greenor and Bastion T means
low application rates and fast absorption with
excellent safety - even to young grass. Advanced
micro-emulsion technology increases herbicide
activity, simplifies application and improves
spray performance.

Greenor and Bastion T are both part of the wide
range of Mascot selective herbicides - so
whatever needs to be knocked out there is sure
to be a formulation that's exactly right for you.

The MASC®T Turf Care Range

Fungicides White lining materials
Herbicides & equipment
Fertilizers Tools

Top Dressings & Composts  Golf Course equipment
Grass Seeds
FREE 0800 424 919

EE————
your perfect partners

Rigby Taylor Ltd,

Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancs BL1 4AE

Tel: 01204 394888 Fax: 01204 398379
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“There is so much to offer in this
area,” said Gordon. “As well as our

own courses we are in easy reach of

Rosemount, Carnoustie, Down-
field, Montrose, Strathmore and
Monifeith to name just a few while
St Andrews is under an hour away.

“We are also sold out for the week
of next year’'s Carnoustic Open
Championship,” he revealed.

One of the innovations brought
in by the new owners have been the
Stones of Good Fortune which are
scattered strategically around the
course and now feature in the
Resort’s logo.

“These were put down in 1996

26 Greenkeeper International May 1998

and blessed by a Buddhist Priest,

come home. It’s a nice tale.”

haven of peace for our visitors - an
another ideal place to unwind.” said

who was also the landscape archi- Letham Grange

tect,” explained Gordon, who
added that they were giving away
little pieces of the stones and ask-
ing the recipients to pass on any
tales of good fortune which had
occurred since.

“Amazingly two weeks after they
were blessed the Queen announced
the return to Scotland of the Stone
of Destiny, which had been in
Arbroath Abbey for hundreds of
years, ;

" “In a small way we felt involved

unique feature in that it has the
only curling rink in the world
which boasts chandeliers for light-
ing.

“This was another innovation
from Ken Smith who built the four
lane curling rink in the function
suite. It goes down in October and
stays until March and the chande-
liers are a nice quirk.”

I'hat function suite can seat 500
people and it will be the venue for
the banquet on the Tuesday of the

Gordon.

You can’t but agree and the
Ummllmm\ Lo ]m your \\H\ lglln\l
the Course that Ken Built and
enjoy everything that Letham
(;l]nigc has to offer is one not to be
missed.

A\THE{

of the staff went to
to watch the Stone

Think Arbroath and for many what immediately
comes to mind is the Arbroath Smokie - the deli-
cious smoked fish which is cured in smoke-houses
close to Arbroath Harbour.

A few miles away in Forfar they also lay claim to
their own delicacy - the Forfar Bridie - a magnifi-
cent cross between a pie and a pastie.

Arbroath has a fine football team which plies its
trade in the Scottish Third Division. What it is
famous for, however, is having the coldest ground
in Britain. Visit Gavfield Park and freeze!

The Declaration of Arbroath prm'l'liming
Scotland's independence was signed in Arbroath
Abbey in 1320 and the Stone of Destiny was
housed in the Abbey for hundreds of years before
l)um, taken to London. It is now back in Scotland,
in Edinburgh Castle.

Dundee is the nearest city to Letham Grange and
can offer a wide range of attractions. Originally
known as the City of the three s - Jam, Jute and
Journalism it is now the City of Discovery as it is
home to Captain Scott's famous ship upon which
he made his first polar expedition, and is also the
birthplace of Dennis the Menace and Desperate

National Tournament.
“We feel that Letham Grange is a

NATIONAL

GOLF TOURNAMENT

Dan! It also has Shaw's Dundee Sweet Factory,
Camperdown Park with its Wildlife Centre and the
superb Olympia Leisure Centre complete with five
waterslides, waves and spa pool.
Glamis Castle, childhood home of the Queen
Mother, is only a few miles from Letham Grange
and is open to the public.

More Information can be obtained from
Arbroath Tourist Information Centre Tel: 01241
872609 Fax: 01241 878550 or the Angus &
Dundee Tourist Board Tel: 01382 434664 Fax:
01382 434665 E-mail; arbroath@sol.co.uk
Website: httpy/www.angusanddundee.co.uk

Anyone who wishes to stay at the wonderful
Letham Grange Hotel to be on hand for all the
activities of the National Tournament, in associa-
tion with Scotts/ Miracle should contact BIGGA
Headquarters.

Angus and Dundee Tourist Board Advance
Booking number for all types of other accommoda-
tion in the area is 01382 434664
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Me Classic combination portrays the art of precision spraying.

From any viewpoint, the new range of Gambetti Barre amenity
sprayers and Rogers drift control booms provide the ideal application
package. Enhanced safety, improved productivity, increased reliability,
ensured accuracy and the elimination of drift. These are just some of

the benefits of this unique partnership.

A wide range of tank capacity options and
boom selections are available, together
with a high level of service support.

(-%e %ﬂwaéﬂear GCollection

playing surfaces

g compaction. For further exhibitions of our work,

call Sheila 01536 511243

ithout disrupting play.
CO 12: Ecologically

6 Torridge Close, Henson Way,
Telford Way Industrial Estate, Kettering,
Northants. NN16 8PY Fax: 01536 511675

Twose: lmoﬁative range of flail
- hedgecutter and boom mowers.
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So trustworthy, §
'you could call it Fido.

Over the last fifteen years,
greenkeepers and groundsmen have
~come to rely on good old Super

Mosstox.

Always effective and reliable, Super
Mosstox just gets straight on with
the job of controlling moss - on fine

turf or hard surface areas.

Super Mosstox’

MOSSKILLER

And it’s just as good today as it's

always been. So when moss makes

R T s oot [
T |

an unwelcome comeback, just e
BB TSR TR T

remember faithful old Fido. [t won't

let you down.

P RHONE-POULENC
AMENITY

Rhdne-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex (M5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119.
SUPER MOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN. MOSSTOX IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD.
ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05339) © RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD 1998.
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A grass breeder starts  variety only when the group of is important to know that he can
with a collection of eco-  plants is new and does not look too  buy the variety. The seed company
types gathered from  similar to an existing variety. will only start with a variety if it
nature which he crosses The gloulp of plants must also  produces enough seed to market it
hct\\un varieties or a  contain nts with the same  either in some or all-climatic zones.

of a variety and  growth habit and, last but not least, After three years of testing on our
an ectoype s new nmurmfgl\u the next generation of that new  research stations we will produce
a lot of variation and it is in the  group must show the same aspects seed for the first multiplication of a
hands of the breeder to select for  and qualities as the first generation.  variety. This seed will be used for
the best material. We call this stability of the variety.  the official application RI and
The first selection is done in a At this stage the grass breeder will  other institutes), storage (Bank of
turf trial with small plots, mowed  try to make a combination of the  England) of the variety and to start
as with a lawn - sometimes mowed  best parent plants between these the next mulllphmlmn for selling.
as a golf green. In these plots the borderlines. This takes another ~ All the testing and trialing at the
breeder can see what is the best  year. STRI etc. will take at least five
material and in the trials they are The first seed of a “new” variety  years, after that time we are able to
always check existing varieties, so  will be used for different trials in  market the varieties.
the breeder can assess whether the  different countries. At Barenbrug, All in all, from the beginning until
new material is better than the exit-  we want to see where we can use  the end it takes about 13-15 years
ing varieties. This process takes  the variety and what is the value of  to create a new variety. As it takes a
three to four years. the variety for the greenkeeper in  long time the breeders must look
If the new material proves to be  the different climatic zones. into the future and be flexible
better, then it will be selected and The material (plants) have to deal  enough to change some parts of the
the breeder will try to make a new  with dry summers, wet summers, programmes when there is a
variety from the best material. cold winters etc. In the meantime  demand for new varieties/species as
For pldnl breeder ll&hls (by law) a  we will also test on seed yield. a result of all the environmental
new group of plants is a potential For the end user (greenkeeper) it changes. I think it must be possible

¢
. B
.!
Whatever their sport, players deserve a surface that can Our range of seeds gives you all the benefits of one and a half
absorb all they dish out and bounce back for the next fixture. centuries of breeding. So when you want to bring new life,
From rugby pitches to golf courses, Johnsons' grass playing strength and disease resistance back to your playing surface, :
surfaces can cope with the best of British sport - and the Johnsons will deliver the goods, season aftér season. We
worst of British weather. supply Wembley's “hallowed turf” and are ene of Britain's’
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to use other grass species too when
they are more suitable for some pro-
jects.

On a golf course we use mixtures
from different species and within
the species we use different vari-
eties. For some demands (heavy
traffic, under shade) it may be bet-
ter to start the mixture with other
more, suitable species.

On the newer golf courses, the
tees are often positioned in wooded
(shaded) areas. The new tees are
often small, therefore, it is difficult
for the grass to recover.

In this situation it could be a solu-
tion to use a completely “new”
species as Deschampsia ceaspitosa
(turfed hairgrass). Some new vari-
eties of this species have proved
themselves to be excellent varieties
under traffic in the shade. The new
varieties tolerate short mowing cut-
ting down to 9 mm, so this can be
the solution for the future on golf
COUrses.

Another “new” species is the crest-

ed hairgrass (Koeleria macrantha).
This species is excellent under more
intensive and also extensive situa-
tions. It will stay green with less irri-
gation, it stays green with less fer-
tiliser and the specie tolerates close
mowing down to 8 mm. It could be
the grass for roughs too, due to its
nice flowering habit. When you see
this grass flower, you are sure to
become enthusiastic about it.

Alongside the new developments,
we continue to improve on our exit-
ing fescue portfolio like Barcrown,
Bargreen and Baroxi and the
Browntop bents like Heriot and
Bardot. Both species (fescues and
bents) are still providing the best
playing surfaces for golf courses.

In the future it will be more diffi-
cult for the greenkeeper to spray
chemicals, so as a grass breeder, we
have to find the best combinations
of resistances for diseases. For a
long time we have been working on
the resistance for Red Thread,
Snowmold, but now you see differ-

ent diseases such as Dollar Spot,
Take All, Pythium etc.

In our l:il)(n’;ltm"\' we have some
tests to look for resistance in breed-
ing material. Because of the differ-
ence between the diseases, it will
take a lot of breeding work to get
the new “resistant for all diseases”
variety. However, while we use mix-
tures of different species, the risk of
using a mixture with good varieties
is much smaller than to use the
cheap unknown mixture.

The irrigation will be a problem in
the future too. Not only the amount
of water, but also the quality of the
water. For a breeder, it is the case to
look for the best variety for growing
in less optimal conditions.

Nevertheless when a new golf
course is in construction the most
attention goes to the clubhouse and
the ball washing machines. It is of
great importance that the construc-
tor takes more attention to the best
grass mixtures.

Gerard Van 't Klooster, Head of
the Research Station, at
Barenbrug Wolfheze in Holland.

leading professional turfgrass providers. Proof positive that
good breeding breeds success. And to ensure that our quality
remains second to none, we have our own breeding centre and
MAFF-certified testing facility: a unique combination that is
your guarantee of our performance.

i
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/9 Johnsons Seeds

Johnsons Seeds put success at your feet.
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Ever feel

the need for speed?

When turf disease strikes you have to ‘ fungicide which gets to work from the
get your foot down. And there’s no moment you spray,and carbendazim, a
faster way to react than with double proven and effective systemic fungicide

action Vitesse. that carries on working for weeks.

A powerful concept in the fight = Instantly effective against Fusarium

against turf disease, Vitesse has a = patch, Red thread, Anthracnose, Pink

unique combination of two active _ R patch and Timothy leaf spot, Vitesse is

ingredients - iprodione, a contact ! the faster way to fight turf disease in the
growing season.

@ RHONE-POULENC
AMENITY

Rhéne-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Tel: 01277 301115 Fax: 01277 301119.
VITESSE CONTAINS CARBENDAZIM AND IPRODIONE. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 06537)
VITESSE IS A REGISTERED TRADE MARK OF RHONE-POULENC AGROCHIMIE. © RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE 1998.
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Viscount Whitelaw to
BIGGA

relinquish

presidenc

It was in January 1988 that the
BIGGA Board of Management invit-
ed Viscount Whitelaw to become the
Association’s first President. Ten
years on and with the approach of his
80th birthday Viscount Whitelaw
has advised the Chairman and
Executive Director of his wish to step
down from his position in favour of a
younger person.

Commenting on the President’s
decision, l\i'il Thomas  said,
“Following a recent meeting with
Viscount Whitelaw, the Chairman
and myself fully understand and
respect his wishes and the Board of
Management has reluctantly accept-
ed his resignation.

“His contribution to BIGGA in the
past decade has been outstanding.
His empathy with the guulkwpmz_)
profession and his support for green-
keepers has greatly benefited both
BIGGA and individual members.”

First Honorary Member

BIGGA's constitution enables the
BIGGA Board of Management to
recognise as an Honorary Member
any person deemed to have con-
tributed in an outstanding manner to
the Association or the profession.

“I am delighted to announce the

Board’s decision to award the first
Honorary Membership in the
Association’s history to Viscount
\‘Vhild'n\' ” said Neil Thomas.

“It is richly deserved and we all
join in su\dmg our very best wishes
for the future to both Viscount and
Lady Whitelaw,” he added.

Club Captains Asked for
Donations

Every golf club Captain in the
country ﬁus been circulated with a
letter ~ from BIGGA President
Viscount Whitelaw asking him to
request his committee to make a
donation to the Association’s
Building Fund.

In the letter Viscount VVhl(tld\’\
writes..

“As 1 plcpurc to step down from
the presidency of the Association, I
take great pleasure in the knowl-
edge that the
BIGGA's new headquarters building
will be completed later this year.
This will most surely mark another
step forward for BIGGA and its
members who will be able to take
advantage of the modern training
facilities within the building. At pre-
sent the Association is actively rais-
ing funds towards the cost of the

construction of

Viscount
Whitelaw
pictured
here at a
BIGGA
award
ceremony
last year

building and I write to ask if you
would kindly request your commit-
tee to consider making a donation
to BIGGA's Building Fund in recog-
nition of all that BIGGA has done
to enhance the profession of green-
keeping in the last ten years and
which in turn has led to the great
improvements in golf course man-
agement and maintenance which so
many golf club members enjoy
t()ddV

“Donations should be forwarded
to BIGGA head-
quarters and will be
acknowledged on a
Roll of Honour
within the new
building. For dona-
tions of £250 and
upwards, BIGGA
will additionally recognise such
donations thmugh the presentation
of plaques.”

BIGGA's Chairman Gordon Child
said, “It is hoped that a positive
response from the country’s golf
CluLs to Viscount Whitelaw’s letter
will help to ensure that the
Association’s financial commit-
ments brought about by the need to
build a new Headquarters are
reduced.”
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George Barr with
Ham Manor Captain
Graham Holton and
Greens Chairman Don
Brewer MBE
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First Golf Club Donation
from Ham Manor

Ham Manor Golf Club in Sussex
has become the first golf club in the
country to contribute towards the

building of BIGGA's new
Headquarters and Training facility
with a donation of £500.

Club Captain, Graham Holton,
and Chairman of Green, Don
Brewer MBE, together with Course
Manager and BIGGA Board of
Management member, George Barr,
spoke with Greenkeeper
International Editor, Scott

MacCallum, about their reasons for
making such a generous donation.
What was it that persuaded Ham
Manor to donate money to
BIGGA's Building Fund?

Graham: When George first
mentioned it I didn't really hesitate
and when 1 suggested it to the
Council of Management the agree-
ment was unanimous. Each mem-

ber had obviously come to the same
conclusion that this was useful and
that the club should put somethin
back into greenkeeping in a smzlﬁ
way.

Don: The fact that it will help
towards the training and profes-
sional development of greenkeepers
was the thing which sold the idea
to me. It is not much use having a
wonderful course but not then
training the people to maintain it
proptrlv If BIGGA is the organisa-
tion which is going to do this then
I believe it is down to the clubs to
put something into it. It is only
going to come back to us in the end
anyway.

What have been your perceptions
of BIGGA as an organisation?
Graham: We knew a little about
BIGGA but not very much and, I
would hesitate to say it, but I
would think that 70% of our mem-

bers don’t know anything about
BIGGA at all. The other side of the
coin is that without doubt it is the
greenkeepers who are THE most
important element of a golf club.

Don: Having said that the major-
ity of members don't think there is
any training involved - the green-
keeper just sits on a tractor and
cuts grass. I don’t believe that the
average club member really knows
that BIGGA exists.

Have you noticed any discernible
improvement in course quality in
the last 10 years?

Don: From our point of view

reenkeepers have become more
ﬁn()wledgcal)lc about what they are
trying to do. In the past greenkeep-
ers tended to be doers rather than
thinkers but nowadays they think
more about their job and that is
down to the training which ha
become available to them.



Graham: What has perhaps
transformed greenkeeping has been
the tremendous advances made by
the manufacturers of greenkeepin
equipment which has enagle§

eenkeepers to do their job better.

f course the greenkeeper has to
have the ability and knowledge to

- operate this much more sophisti-
cated equipment. It must also be

encouraging to green staff to see

“that golf clubs are buying this

machinery to make their job easier.

Of course, maintenance is a lot
more intensive because there is
so much more play than in previ-
ous years.

George: In the ten years I've
been here the increase in the
amount of golf played has been
huge. When 1 first arrived no-one
teed off between 9am and Ilam
and then a few more after that.
Now it is virtually all day. Ten years
ago trolleys came off in November
and went back on in March, now
they are on all year round and
maintenance has had to come up
with the systems to allow people to
play a lot longer.

Don: Members just don’t appre-
ciate that. There is no argument
that golf courses are taking a much

cater bashing than they ever

ave.

Graham: Some members are up
here seven days a week which gives
them good va{ue for their member-

_ ship. It does wear the course out

but they expect it to be in apple pie
order no matter the conditions.

Do you feel that golf supports
greenkeeper education as much
as it should?

Graham: I do believe that more

should be done and I would like to -

see it because, as I've already said,
the golf course is the most impor-
tant thing in the golf club. The bet-

 ter a person is trained the better he

can do his job whether he be a
sanker, a bus driver or a greenkeep-

weorge: I don’t believe the golf
aubs know how much the training

costs. My Deputy recently went on
a BIGGA training course and the
club paid £75. The realistic value of
that two day course was around
£600 so the club is getting a very
good deal. When I explained to the
club just how little of the Golf
Union levy came back into green-
keeper training I think everyone
was surprised and shocked by that.
We are talking pennies and I
believe every member of this club
would sacrifice 50p per head if the
thought it woulg help the golf
course.

Don: If you took 50p from each
olf club member would you have
ar more than you needed? '

George: Oh yes. That would be
an astronomical sum of money and
would enable every greenkeeper in
the country to be trained to a min-
imum standard.

Ham Manor is obviously a far
thinking golf club what else does.
it do for the good of the game?

Graham: We have a junior pro-
gramme to provide money to assist
in the development of the game as
I believe that if the game is to pros-
per we must nurture our new and
young players.

Thank you very much on behalf
of the Association for the kind
donation.

Graham: Our one desire at Ham
Manor is that we may have provid-
ed an incentive for other golf clubs
to follow our lead in donating to
BIGGA's Building Fund. If there is
one criticism of BIGGA it is that
you don’'t promote yourselves
enough but I think that this
scheme will help to spread the word
about BIGGK and what the
Association does. I also think you
should %ive yourselves credit for the
wonderful job you do.

To date, the Buy a Brick Raffle,
which will be drawn at BIGGA's
annual golf day in June, has
raised £6,600 while donations to

_ the Building Fund stand at

£10,259.

01460 241939
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

Scottish Region

Peter Boyd
Tel/Fax 0141 616 3440

The Scottish National Golf
Tournament

The Scottish National Golf
Tournament will be held at West
Kilbride Golf Club, Ayrshire, on June
23, 1998 by kind permission of the
Captain and Committee.

e cost for the day will be £16
which includes coffee/tea, filled rolls
and an evening meal. Entry forms can
be obtained from the Regional
Administrator, Peter J. Boyd, 10
Meadowburn ~ Avenue, Newton
Mearns, Glasgow G77 6TA.

Closing date is Monday, June 15,
1998. Cheques must accompany the
entry form and must be made payable
to the BIGGA Scottish Region.

Peter Boyd

North

A couple of new members to wel-
come to the Section this month.
Graham Scott from Brora - although
unfortunately no longer employed Ey
Brora GC, but that’s another story! -
and Mark Angus, from Ne\\mazen
We wish them both well and hope to
see them at Section events.

Retiring this month is John Mowat
after 32 years working at Reay GC in
Caithness. John intends to slpend his
extra time gardening and golfing, the
latter which will take him back on to
the golf course he has just left! Enjoy
your retirement John, anyone who has
worked on a golf course and with com-
mittees for 32 years deserves it.

The Scottish Conference was as

good as ever and it was great to see a
ood turnout from North members.
eorge Brown was the star turn as

usual and the overall standard of

st'ﬁeakers was excellent. I hope we in

e North can produce as good a day
at our Conference this coming
November.

Next month we have the Scottish
Regional final of the Ritefeed
Tournament at Royal Dornoch. The
three qualifiers from each Section are
as follows: Class 1 Scott Williams,
Peterculter; John Taylor, retired; and
Michael Keay, Montrose. Class 2
David Marnoch, Peterculter; Gordon
Mckie, St Andrews; and Sean Jaffray,
Ellon. Class 3 George Aitken,
Peterculter;  Hugh  McLatchie,
Peterhead; and George Asher, Kemnay.
Apologies to Phillip Don, Kemnay,
John Morton, Alford and Dougal
Duguid, Westhill, who each finished
4th, normally good enough to qualify,
but this year only three qualifiers from
each Section were allowed as this is
the format for the finals. These three
are, of course, first reserves so may yet
get in. 4

I hope to see some new faces along
with the familiar ones at Fortrose this
month. The Committee will be selling
“bricks” in the shape of raffle tickets to
raise funds to build the Association’s
new offices. This is your chance to
help the future of our Association so
please give generously and, besides,
you might win a prize in the process!

lain Macleod

Central

Has the bubble burst? I have no new
members to welcome to the Section
this month, which is a disappointment
after having 18 last time. Never mind,
you committee has faith in you to rec-

tify the situation in time for next
month’s magazine. There must be a

number of greenkeepers in your area

who are missing out on the benefits on

offer from being a member of the asso-

ciation. If you don’t feel like aEproach-
e

ing  them lXﬁoursc:lf, ’Iﬁ;ional
Administrator, Peter Boyd, will only

be too happy to pay them a visit.
Either give Peter a call or drop me a
line an(%l I will pass the information on
to him.

The recent visit to Stewart & Co’s
premises at Dalkeith (i)roved to be
another enjoyable and informative

day for everyone who attended. Our

sincere thanks go to Graeme Forbes,

Alan Miller and Peter Campbell for

taking the time to organise and con-
duct the visit, provide their usual first
class refreshments and also for the
support which they give to the associ-
ation throughout the year.

During the past few weeks I have
attende§ several events which were
not organised by the Section/Region
and it was surprising how many mem-
bers, who never attend any of our
events, were there. Why is this? Are
we choosing the wrong subjects,
venues or time of the day? If you have
any thoughts on this, please let me
know an§ we will try and give you
what you want (within reason!)

It was pleasin% to read in the West
Section’s report last month that John
Robb is still attending their events,
John was Head Greenkeeper at
Aberdour Golf Club for many years
(he was my boss when I stated in
greenkeeping, xx years ago!) before he
moved back through to the west. I
hope everything is %oing well with you
and your family John, and send kind
regards from all your “old” friends in
the Central Section.

As everyone will be busy maintain-
ing their course and trying to organise
ho%idays to fit in with the ever increas-
ing fixture lists, few section events, if
any, will be organised over the next
two or three months but no doubt you
will be all “champing at the bit” wait-
ing on news of what has been organ-
ised and your entry form for the
Autumn Tournament to drop through
your letter box. If we kee gettinﬁ
through events as quick as that I wi
be wishing you all a New Year shortly!

John Crawford

West

Firstly, may I say sorry to those
members recently joined for omitting
them from last month’s issue of the
magazine. The new members are John
Garloch, Keith Maclean, both Haggs
Castle; Stuart Jackson, Dunbarton
Golf Club; James Gilchrist, Hamilton;
Russell Abernethy, David Shearer,
Edward Gibson, Phil MacFarlane, all
from Williamwood; Alistair Read,
Student member; Barry Brown,
Douglas  Park; Tommy Nisbet,
Glasgow; John Cowan, Palacerigg Golf
Club; Frank McGarvie, Linn Park.
Welcome to you all on behalf of the
Association and I hope you come
along to organised days or events and
enjoy yourself.

at has happened recently then,
firstly the Nature Conservation and
Education talk at Hilton Park organ-
ised through the SGU and GIC.
Although I was not present the niﬁi:‘t
appeared to be successful, with a full
house in attendance.

Next the SGM day at Gleneagles
then, SGM House Inverkeithing,
where 32 people attended a very
enjoyable and informative day:
Although James Kidd was unable to

—

THE UNIQUE VERTI-DRATi
Redexim

Unique patent adjustable
parallelogram forced heave

Simple tine design

Leaves playing surface in
superb condition
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

give a presentation his administrative
assistant gave a very interesting talk,
thanks also to the Monarch’s Head
Greenkeeper for his compering on the
conducted tour of the Gleneagles facil-
ities. Thanks to Stuart Green and
Robert Heath respectively for enlight-
ening into what really goes on at one
of our five star facilities. It give all of us
food for thought, and something to
aim for. After that delightful tour, off
to SGM House for an inspection of
the premises, a talk on the develop-
ment of Scottish Grass Machinery as
a Company, then a demonstration of
equipment by Lang and Nedernan. I
found the whole day very entertaining
and the new set up at SGM House
will go a long way to meeting the
requirements  of their future goals.
Thank you to David McInroy and all
his staff for the day.

Finally, the Head Greenkeepers/
Conveners Day sponsored by Aitkens
and Scottish Grass Machinery at East
Kilbride. A delightful day was enjoyed
by 16 teams from all quarters of the
Section - again nice to see some new
faces and some old friends. Well done
the winners, Cawder, with Balmore as

0od runners up. Thanks are due to

itkens and  Scottish  Grass
Machinery for their combined sup-

it of the Section and this event,

elping to bring committees and
greenkeepers together creating greater
understanding of our situations.
Thanks to Brian Bolland and the
green staff for his course preparation -
also to Drew Adams and the house
staff for the excellent meal. At the last
moment Tony Merrill the Club
Captain was asked to say a few words,
sorry for the surprise and I hope you
enjoyed the day. May I also say a big
thank you to my committee for their

efforts on the day organising the
event. Last, but not least, the mem-
bers are to be given a mention for
allowing the Association courtesy of
the course.

The least mention for this month is
on a very sad note conveying the
death of a great past member of the
Association and industry. lan Fraser,
ex Rothesay, Hayston, Sandyhills and
Cathkin Braes passed away on March
28. The Section’s condolences go to
Elsie and her four daughters at this
very sad time. For my own part it is
sad to hear of the passing of a man I
worked with for four years and learned
an awful lot from the managing a golf
course. He was a credit to his profes-
sion and I will remember him as a
great mentor. lan was a Past Chairman
and Secretary of SIGGA and will be
remembered by many:

Stuart Taylor

East

Sorry there was no report last month
but it is the time of the year when
there is not a lot of news to write
about but we have a bit for you this
month.

If anyone has any information that I
may have missed drop me a line or call
me on the usual address or phone
numbers, | would like to hear from
some of our Section members a bit
more this year.

In March we had an open discussion
forum on the 19th at Oatridge
College, and the members who were in
attendance thoroughly enjoyed the
day, so we would say it was a total suc-
cess.

We would like to thank our
Chairman for the day, Graham Forbes,
Managing Director of Stewarts &
Company, who did a great job, also

our %‘JCS( speakers, Paul Myrscough,
Symbio, who gave a good talk and
answered some very good questions
from the body of the hall. Dr Ian
Young, Research Soil Scientist, who
also gave a very informative talk that
kept everyone interested. Throughout
his time at the stand he also answered
all the questions that were put to him.
We would also oke to thank Oatridge
College for the facilities they provided
which were excellent and we will hope
to use them again in the future.
Going back to the speakers, they
were delighted to be able to come to
speak to us and also with the ques-
tions they were asked and they would
like to come back to speak to us some-
time in the future. Look out for more
days like this as we are looking to stage
more of these types of forums over the
coming year. Details will be in the
magazine also the fixture list as soon
as we agree on dates and get our fix-
ture card printed out and sent out to
our menﬂ};ers (watch this space). In
early March we had the annual
Scottish Conference which was a great
success with some good speakers and a
big turnout of members off all sec-
tions. Thanks to the organisers, Peter
Boyd, Regional Administrator, Elliot
& Edna Small, the two Chairmen for
the day Alistair McLaren, Education
Officer, in the morning and Jimmy
Neilson, Chairman of the Scottish
Region, in the afternoon who both
kept the day running along smoothly.
The speaker each gave a talk on vari-
ous subjects and answered all the
questions afterwards. Also thanks to
Dunfermline College for the facilities
which were great. It was also nice to
welcome our new National Chairman
to Scotland, Gordon Child, who
attended the conference. We hope you

enjoyed your day and you are wel-
come back any time. If I missed
thanking anyone let me know. PS Also
our patrons who attended and had
stands on show on the day.

Next on the agenda for the section is
the Spring outing, Ritefeed Classic
2nd Qualifier, at Royal Musselburgh
Golf Club. The report and results will
be in next month’s magazine. So
hopefully we shall have some good
weather for the first major of the sea-
son. The new fixture list should be
available soon so look out for them
with all the seasons events for 1998.

Well, that’s all for this month, don’t
forget if you have any info about any-
thing that would be of interest to our
members let me know as soon as pos-
sible and we will get it into print. Next
month I will have a list of all our new
members who have joined in 1998. If
you have not re-joined yet hurry up as
you are missing out on all the benefits
of membership of BIGGA. If you are a
member and you know of someone
that is not explain what they would
get out of being a member of the
Association. We in the East would like
to take our membership total through
the 200 barrier, as we are only 20+
short of this target. If every club got
one more member we would top this
number.

More niews and views next month.

Chris Yeaman

Ayrshire

Thanks to Chairman, Jim Paton, for
my introdution last month, I will
endevour to forward news, informa-
tion and any points of view in this col-
umn throughout the coming months.

Congratulations go to George
Brown, Turnberry, on his appoint-
ment as Gordon Child’s Vice

[1S EFFECT IS SHATTERING

LCﬁarterﬁouse

Deep aeration on an intensively used golf course is vital if the grasses
which we require are to survive.

We purchased our first Verti-Drain back in 1983 and very
quickly bought a second. Both these machines have

been working on a continuous basis providing

excellent results and utilising only a
minimum of spare parts.

Comment From Walter Woods

St. Andrews Links Golf Course supervisor

{SES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD_~ <~
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

Chairman. I'm sure the whole section
will be a worthy and respected
Chairman of our Association when his
time comes.

The Section waves Bon Voyage to
Bob McKay who returns to his native
land and the the postion of Head
Greenkeeper at Royal Dornoch.
Replacing Bob in the vacated Head
Greenkeepers seat at Prestwick St
Nicholas is John McLauchlan who
moves up from Brunston Castle. Also
on the move to Prestwick is an old col-
lege mate of mine from the hazy days
athoodbum House, Ste heﬁzi;mzt)t’r&,
who takes up the Head Greenkeepers
position at St Cuthberts which has
resulted with his First Assistant, Paul
McMair, being promoted to Head
Greenkeeper at Caldwell. Best wishes
to all with their new jobs.

it was nice to see Robert the Bruce
well on the road to recovery at our
recent committee meeting. He insists
his football career is over but on a
return from the gents he was striding
out rather well without his walking
stick. Super medicine that Calder’s lig-
uid Robert. Never say never!

By the time you read this hopefully
we will have had an enjoyable and suc-
cessful spring outing at Stranraer Golf
Club. IF you have missed out make
sure you don’t miss the next event. I
will keep this notice board posted. It’s
the ideal way to meet new and old

friends, keep in touch with greenkee;
ing and support your Section into the
bargain because with the loss of the
Section’s subscription’s percentage we
need it more than ever.

Any information please call me on
01505 683279 (home/evenings) or
0498 634122 (mobile).

See you next month.

lan Barr

Northern Region
Douglas Bell

Tel: 0151 431 0433

North East

Since I asked for news from any golf
club a couple of months ago response
has been very poor, only one member
has phoned me. If the members want
Section news let’s hear from you.

Steve Cram and Robert Bell, of
Slaley Hall, have been doing bunker
construction on the following holes:
Ist, 2nd 7th and 16th holes in readi-
ness for the Compaq European
Competition in June.

The new course at Slaley will be
open for play in Spring 1999, hope-
fullg/ it will be open for members only
in September for a short while.

Various members have asked me to
thank Rickerbys for taking them down

to Ransomes factory at Ipswich. I
hope all went well for those Elcky per-
sons perhaps in the future more peo-
ple will get the chance of a visit.

On March 4 we had our first winter
lecture at Whickham Golf Club.
Rickerbys of Hexham were the visitors

iving us a slide show on their range of
Kubota tractors followed by a meal.

Our thanks to Roger Stewart and his
associates for giving us time and pro-
viding the buffet. This was much
appreciated by all who attended.

The Carburol Trophy this year will
be played in a different format,
instead of foursome it has now
changed to 4 ball better ball.

Entries can be sent to David
Cuthbertson tel: 01207 233474 the
closing date is the 23 April the same
day as the spring comp. Good luck to
all entrants.

Congratulations to Steve Arnott on
his recent appointment as Head
Greenkeeper at Stocksfield GC also to
Graig Kilgour moved from Hexham to
Ponteland GC as Deputy Head
Greenkeeper. -

The second winter event was held
recently at Prudhoe GC this again was
well attended our thanks go to Terry
Charlton, of Turf Care, for arrangin:
the speakers and for providing the buf-
fet and the raffle prize.

A special thanks to Tony Mclure, of
Whickham GC, for arranging both of

these events, bear in mind they do not

ust appear, a lot of hard work has

een going on by Tony in the past few

weeks. I expect that members will sup-
port Tony and the section in winter
months by attending any events. Al
members will be notified when they
are arranged.

Jimmy Richardson

Northern

The recent Annual Dinner Dance
held at Bradford Golf Club was anoth-
er excellent function although a little
thin on the ground in comparison to
last year’s mamoth turnout. Thanks
to Dave Thackray and Mel Guy for
their help in arranging the event. If
anyone is needing a group of people to
liven up a party, please contact Mike
Brear and his barmy followers. They
really know how to enjoy themselves.

Another dinner dance has been
arranged at Northcliffe Golf Club on
July 4 this year. Anyone interested in

oing please contact Ken Christie on

1274 405596 for further details.

I have been informed that a surprise
birthday party was held for Phil
Dickerson, of Shipley Golf Club.
Apparently the “surprise” included a
strifper. A belated happy birthday
Phil and I hope your glutus maximus
is back to normal!

Finally, we have two new greenkeep-
ers which have joined the Section

B Trivage iease [ udqef '*
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Use Sywbio Thateh Eater as
I you do wot see a reduction in .
free of charge for up fo a year, until

*Thateh Reduction Guiaranteed
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E
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

from Crow Nest Golf Club near

Brighouse. They are Jonny Platt and

Graham Blackburn. Hope you can

attend some of this year’s events.
Anyone with any news from within

the section please contact me on

01484 317813 or 0411 601420.
Simon Heppenstall

Cleveland

Firstly, my name is Kevin Heslop,
Head Greenkeeper at Brancepeth
Castle Golf Club and I have taken
over the Section newsletter from
Bruce Burnell, who has for many years
kept us well up-to-date with news and
who will be a very hard act to follow.

TheSection now has a new
Secretary, Robert Lawton, Course
Manager at Billingham Golf Club. We
wish Bob all the very best in this post.
Our Chairman is Roger Shaw and
Vice-Chairman is George Malcolm, I
will list the committee members in the
next newsletter.

We had our AGM on March 12 at
Darlington Golf Club where all our
lectures will take place. The AGM was
attended by 26 members of the
Section; the Chairman thanked the
retiring Secretary, Garry Munro for
four years dedicated service.

We have had two very good lectures
this month. The meeting on March 5
was Robert Laycock, Turf Agronomist,
who gave an interesting talk with

slides. He advises not only soil analy-
sis but samples from the turf tissue.

The second talk was on March 12.
This was on Trimmers Computer sys-
tems. The speaker was Fred Robinson.
This proved a very interesting talk
with lots of questions coming from the
floor.

Next it’s congratulations to Chris
Powley; First Assistant Greenkeeper at
Dinsdale GC who will be marryin
Kerry at Darlington on May 8, foE
lowed by a honeymoon in Florida.

We also have” two new members,
David Bird and Mark Chapman, both
from Durham City Golf Club.

Our Spring tournament is to be held
at Eaglescliffe Golf Club on May 6.
Times etc will be in Section
Newsletter.

Last but not least, dress code rule is
jacket and tie at evenin% lectures and
meals after golf days. Please try and
remember this.

Kevin Heslop

Sheffield

(On March 5 we held our final winter
lecture at Rotherham Golf Club. I
would like to thank Rotherham for let-
ting us use their facilities once again
this winter, it is very much appreciat-
ed by us all.

The lecture was given byTerry Ryan,
Marketing Director of Rolawn. Our
thanks go to Terry who gave a very

interesting lecture on Turflands and
washed Turf which was enjoyed by
everyone present.

Our lectures this winter have been
very well attended by our members
averaging around 50, but I'm sure
there room for a few more next winter!

Congratulations to Ron Ullathorne
who won a prize in a BIGGA
Competition at Harrogate and Ron
won a pair of Hi‘lech golf shoes, I'm
sure they will get plenty of use Ron!

Our next golf will be our summer
competition at Worksop Golf Club on

uly.
I](}),hnLax

North Wales

Firstly, I would like to welcome new
members to our Section, they are:
John Morris, Francis Cripps, Ken
Williams and Phillip Davies, all of
Rhuddlan; Owain Aerow,
Porthmadog; David Booker and
Stephen Edwards, Baron Hill; Daniel
Fitzgerald, Easthan Lodge, David
Coates, Eaton Golf Club; Neil
Saunders, Heswall; and finally Lee
Morgan and Mark Roberts, of
Wotl;%ton. Welcome on board I hope
to meet you at any of our events.

Emyr Price starts his 25th year at
Royafqét Davids, congratulations, now
that must be job satisfaction.

I recently went on one of the short
courses on Machine Maintenance at

Northop College they were held over
four weeks on I%/londays in February, I
thought they were excellent, they
included such things as ignition sys-
tems, clutch and brakes and cylinder
grinding, with tuition in the morning
and practical hands on in the after-
noon and at £40 were brilliant value
for money:

I woulce like to thank Tim and Andy
for the concise and totally under-
standable way in which the subjects
were covered. So when the next series
of courses are available make sure
you're booked in. Remember you're
never too old to learn.

Hey we even learnt how to get into
a Vauxhall Belmont. Didn’t we, Colin!
Dave Goodridge

. _\Midland Region
' | Peter Larter

Tel: 01480 437507

East Midlands

This year’s Pair’s competition was
held at Kedleston Park on March 9.
After the heavy rain of the previous
week the weather was set fair for the
day, with all members eagerly waiting
for their turn to tee-off. The winning
pair was home player, Dave
Leatherland, and Adie Porter,
Greetham Valley, with 37 points.

IRRIGATION WITHOUT IRRITATIO
Announcing the TONICK RAINMAKER'

- a new, unique controller
from Tonick Watering

Competitively priced

Easy to programme

Large, clear backlit display

Suitable for small and larger installations

Can control more than 500 decoders on up

to 4 cables

Printout schedules and usage logs via any Epson
type printer

Controls all Watermation, TORO, CIC, Wrightrain,
Primetime and Robydome decoders.

First, we sorted decoders!

Now we bring you controllers

*The RAINMAKER name is used by kind permission of
Rainmaker Irrigation Co. Ltd Littlehampton.Tel: 01903 734524

Tonic atering
All Trade Marks acknowledged
2, Prince William Close - Worthing - West Sussex - BN 14 0AZ Tel: 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500
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Ad Ref 543

Ad Ref 312

( Gueshive Send & Top Dresngs )

Does your current supplier of Top Dressings, Root Zones
and Sands:

@ Own a quarry containing the highest quality
Cheshire Silica Sand?

@ Produce all products to BS EN ISO 90027

® Carry out hourly tests of all of the grades of sand
which they produce, to ensure the highest quality?

® Test every batch of Top dressing and Root Zone to
assure you the consistency which you require?

® Have the productive capacity to produce 600 tons of
Top Dressing per day, so that you will not be let
down at the busiest times of the year?

@ Use top quality hauliers to ensure that deliveries are
in the right place, at the right time and without a
mess?

If your current supplier cannot offer you all of these, we
would be delighted to.

Please call 01270 765996 for prompt service and delivery.

Arclid Quarry
Congleton Road
Sandbach
Cheshire

CW11 4SN

CARED

OF HEAVY ROLLERS?

Then you need
LIGHTWEIGHT VIBRATORY

G O
AMAZING VIBRATORY ACTION o ‘

TRUE SURFACE rollers weigh no more than your standrad
mowing units. Their unique vibratory action energises the
surface particles and transforms the green back to its
original shape without using a heavyweight roller!

The faster way to roll that follows contours!
ORDER YOURS NOW!

14 DAY MONEY BACK TRIAL FLEXIBLE PAYMENTS
£400 DISCOUNT OR 0% FINANCE phone for details

Tru-Sureace” @@,

Direct from the Exclusive European Distributor

GREENSWARD DIRECT
Manor Farm, Otley Road, Adel, Leeds LS16 7AL

0113 267 6000
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Second was Frank Kempster, Glen
Gorse, and Carl Chamberlain,
Scraptoft, 36 points, the evening fin-
ished with a very entertaining lecture
by Craig Cook and Peter Mc%voy on
USGA Spec greens, for which™ the
Section were most grateful.

I would like to thank Kedleston Park
for allowing us courtesy of their great
golf course, which was excellently pre-
sented by Dave Leatherland and his
staff, also thanks should be extended
to the Steward for a really great buffet.
A special thank you should go to our
sponsor for the day, Scotts UK Ltd.

Finally I would like to thank all
those members who have supported
the Buy a Brick Building Fund, the
Section has supported this idea for our
new Headquarters in a very generous
way.

n a sad note I was extremely sorry
to hear of the death of Chris James.
Chris had been a very keen Trade
Member of the Association for many
years before becoming an Associate
Member, after finishing work at
Erringtons. Our condolences go to his
wife and son David and to the rest of
his family:

Brooksby College have again
arranéed a series of lectures for all
greenkeepers. On May 21 the subject
is Conservation on the golf course, by
Sally Mowsley. The following wee
May 28 we visit Leicester City
Football Club for a tour of the Filbert
Street ground by Head Groundsman,
Chris f%:)rry. Both Lectures start at 7
pm and for further details you can
contact Paul Greene at Brooksby
College.

Antony Bindley

Midland

By the time you read this report our
first tournament will be over and I
hope everyone who took part enjoyed
themselves and had a great time.

All the entries for the singles and
doubles should all be in by t%ﬂs time
and the entries for the summer tour-
nament should be on the way as the
cut off date is June 8. This tourna-
ment will be held at The Wrekin Golf
Club on the July 9. There has not been
a great deal of response to the pro-
posed m'(g; to Turnberry, so if you are
interested please contact me on 01384
292396 or if you have any other news
or information that I may be interest-
ed in.

Again we have had a good number
of new members join the Section and
they are as follows: Richard

Molyneux, Alan Strange, Joseph
Miller, James Pearson, James Rodgers,
Matthew Axton, Anthony Hill, Nick
Blackshaw, Mark Clewes, John Meers
and Paul Dixon.

Johnathan Wood

01384 292396

ASouth East
Derek Farrington

Tel: 01903 260956

London

They say charity begins at home and
in this case it certainly did before trav-
elling 6064 kilometres to Romania
and back. Tony Dyke, Course
Manager of Wyke Green Golf Club in
West London, was one of a team of
volunteers who drove lorry loads of
clothes, toys and present out to
orphanages and Children’s Hospitals
in aid of the Romanian Children’s
Appeal. The trif took ten days and
Tony's share of the driving was 46
hours, while his co-driver, Len Jones
took the wheel for 48 hours. Three lor-
ries and seven good guys delivered 44
tonnes of greatly appreciated supplies.
Tony would like to thank all the
BIGGA Members and others whose
generous donations helped to fund the

trip.

\l;)Vhile still at Wyke Green we would
like to wish Greenkeeper, Stewart
Bedford all the best in his new job.
After seven years at Wyke Green,
Stewart has moved to Wentworth
Golf Club to gain further experience.

Congratulations to Gordon Arnott,
Deputy Head Greenkeeper at
Finchley Golf Club and his partner
Donna, on the birth of their new baby
daughter, Hope, born on 27 February
1998 at Barnet General Hospital and
weighing in at 6lb 90z. Mother and
baby are doing well and Gordon can-
not stop smiling.

Robert Phillips, of Sandy Lodge, and
Rob Washbrook, of Hadley Wood, are
members of The Shenley Carpet
Bowls Club, who have won the Herts
Ist Divison Team Championship, los-
i\l/]\% only one match all season. Rob

ashbrook is not only County
Secretary but reigning Eastern
Counties Singles Champion and
Herts Singles Champion for 1997, but
is also through to the Herts Singles
semi-finals this year after narrowly
defeating, yes, his old mate, Rol
Phillips in the quarter-finals.

s

50 you think you're the best!

GOLF TOURNAMENT
BIGGA 1N ASSOCIATION WITH SCOTTS/MIRACLE

Letham Grange.

/

August 3-5,19%.




comment from the Sections

—

Well done to Chas Gobie on his pro-
motion to Head Greenkeeper at West
Middlesex Golf Club. Having formerly
worked at Hampstead Golf Club as
Assistant to Alan Lewis, Chas took
over the helm on 6 April 6when Bob
Moffat steps down.

One of the stalwarts of the industry,
Bob Moffat was born into greenkeep-
ing in 1933, his father combining the
jogs of Greenkeeper, Pro and Steward
at Lanark Golf Club. His first job, aged
15 was on the staff at Sandy Hills Golf
Club and there he joined the Scottish
Golf  Greenkeepers  Association
(SGGA). In time he became Secretary
of the SGGA when then evolved into
SIGGA, one of the forerunners of your
organisation, with a Committee com-
prising of Bob, John Campbell, Head
Greenkeeper of St Andrews, and
Donald Harradine, a Golf Course
Architect. He held the post of
Secretary of the Association for 14 and
a half years. During this period in the
early ‘70s, Bob was one of the instiga-
tors of The City & Guilds Certificate,
combining with Head Greenkeeper,
Cecil George and the Principal of
Woodburn House College in Glasgow,
Charlie Crossan, to set up the first
recoginsied training standard. In 1972,

while attending the BGGA Dinner at’

Blackpool, Bob and Ransomes Sales
Manager, John Wilson, decided to res-
urrect the Greenkeepers’ International
Golf Match which had been played up
until the war. The following year in
1973, teams from eight countries com-
peted, with Bob playing for the victori-
ous Scottish Team. The Moffats
moved south to England in 1976 and
Bob was awarded Honorary Life
Membership to SIGGA at the 1977
AGM. Continuing his support for
young greenkeepers, Bob became an
examiner for Practical Greenkeeping at
Burchetts sreen  College  in
Maidenhead, casting his eagle eye over
youn%;3 fellows such as Kevin Munt, of
the Bucks Golf Club, and Derek
Mason, of Highgate Golf Club, when
they were first starting out.

He was a founder member of the
BB&O Section along with Bob Plain
and Gordon Payne and was its first
Chairman in 1977.

Bob has been Head Greenkeeper at
West Middlesex Golf Club for seven
and a half years, but now, after 50
years working in the trade has decided
to take things a bit easier. I am sure all
of us wish him and his wife good luck
for the future.

Peter Hopkinson

Essex

Despite the FA Cup clash between
West Ham v Arsenal, with the
Minnows winning by a post, 47
people turned up for the March lec-
ture given by Dr Alan Gange titled
“Biological Methods for Pest and
Disease Control in Golf Turf”. The
subject gave for hot conversation
with plenty of thought taken away
for the future.

It was also nice to see so many
new faces and old names on the
night and let’s hope it continues.

We would like to thank Dr Gange
for giving up his time, our main
sponsors Rigby Taylor, especially
Dennis Smith and Steve Denton,
Writtle College and the Caretaker
for all his running around on the
night and the following companies
Avoncrop, Headland Amenity,
Willmot Pertwee, Kings, and Grass
Roots Trading for supplying the raf-

fle prizes.
Continuing on the education
front, 11 Greenkeepers attended

the first day of two Management
Seminars at Stock Brook Manor
with our lecturer Frank Newberry
covering the following topics:
Learning Styles, Time Manage-
ment, otivation, Leadership,
Discipline Issues and Basics of
Negotiation to say “NO”.

The second day will be held in
November, to give the 11 a chance
to try between now and then to put
the topics into practice, to give
feedback and sort out any prob-
lems.

Anyone interested in attending
one of these course, a second list
has been formed, with 6 names
already put forward. When we
reach 12 the second course will run.
For further information contact
Martin Forrester 01245 603131.

Our next event is a golf competi-
tion to be held at Channels Golf
Club on June 2, price £18 Head
Greenkeepers/Course  Managers,
Trade and Guests with £15 for
Assistants and Trainees. Please tele-
phone -Richard Pride 01268
752281 for entry.

We would like to take this oppor-
tunity to welcome our newest mem-
ber }Ian Mitchell from Thordon
Park.

That’s about it for now, see you at
Channels, any queries please ring
me on 01702 522202.

Dave Wells - “Hammers for
Europe”

We'll be waiting. ..

Water drop

Conventional
wetting agent

INFLO XL

The word
IS spreading

® Low rate of use (1 litre per hectare) allows
you to treat more area for less.

® Inflo XL's unique chemistry spreads water
up to 25 times further than other wetters.

Non-scorch, not essential to irrigate
after application.

Large areas : Cost effective treatment of
fairways & sportsgrounds.

Small areas : Efficient water management
with minimal product usage.

For further Headland Agrochemicals Ltd

information contact Norfolk House,
Headland Amenity Products
Telephone: 01799 530 146

Fax: 01799 530 229

Headland

Great Chesterford Court,
Great Chesterford,
Essex CB10 1PF
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Ad Ref 587

“Quality rotary mowers for a world that isn’t flat”

Deck will fit a wide range of out front tractor units

DEMONSTRATION

Call for a free demonstration in your area NOW!

Scotland: Double A Trading: Sandy 01382 330556
North/Midlands: MGM: Dean 0116 289 2595
Wales: Major Owen: Andy 01766 770261
South West: PJ Flegg: Paul 01404 815666
South East: Marlwood Ltd: Keith 01622 728718

Four 25" articulating
cutting decks duplicate
the cut quality of four
individual push mowers

Tel:01622 728718 Fax:01622 728720
Court Lodge Farm, Forge Lane, East Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent ME1S OHQ

%fm Sport
X 40m
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Keeping in touch with news &

South West
and South Wales
Paula Humphries

Tel: 01363 82777

South West

May is now upon us and we can all

wallow in the delights of summer. I
ar’s Augusta syndrome
too hard on you all and

that you are now reaping the bene-

fits of the winter and spring work.

It is more a case of looking forward
this month as opposcd to dd\mﬁ
into the past. Ho ehlll\ you all wi
be reading th before  the
(xreenkccpg|/Amat<u1 Tournament
which this year is to be held at
Woodlands =~ Golf  Club  in
Almondbury on May 13, I believe
this is a first visit to'Woodlands for
the South West Greenkeepers Tour
and so it promises to be a worthwhile
one.

We also have the annual match
against the South West Secretaries
coming up at Ilfracombe Golf Club.
If you do want to play in that one
then please put your name down
with l;ctcr Baynton and ensure that
you will be available when the time
comes. All the matches are a delight
to play in and this year we can look

forward to some witty after dinner
anecdotes from our Captain, Matt
Hawker, or in his absence some pure
stand-up comedy from Captain of
Vice Dave Bougen.

We have just run another first aid
course and before that a chainsaw
course. These courses always go very
well and are extremely worthwhile,
so if there is anyone out there who
would like to attend these or any
other courses then remember, just
give me a ring and we will get you on
the relevant list.

Available at this year’s fixtures are
badges for the building fund. If any-
one would like to give a donation
then it is £5 for a Bronze I 25
for a Silver Badge and £50 for a Gold
Badge. See Peter for the details.

If you have qualified for the
Ritefeed Classic at St Mellion on the
June 4 then here are a couple of tips
for this fine course. Firstly, resist all
temptations in the weeks léading up
to the event and secondly, under-
stand your water hazard rules.

Marc Haring

South Coast
The last of our Winter Lecture
meetings was held at Crane Valley
Golf Club on Wednesday March 4.
Unfortunately, Gary Parker from
ISS Aqua Turf Systems Ltd could

iety of sportsturf

drainage problems

The slim polyethylene cuspated core wrapped in a geofextile filter membrane
causes less disruption than traditional methods.

Can be installed in narrow trenches
Flexible in design and easily installed without machinery

Has a high collection capacity

w

Greater number of “playing days”
Full technical advicé service available

Ground Engineering Division, Bloomfield Road, Farnworth, Bolion BL4 9LP.

Tel 01204 862222 Fax: 01204 793856 e.mail: sales@cooperclarke.com pr'//wwmpenlurkem
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comment from the Sections

D
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not make it. However, he sent
along two of his team, Richard
Parsons and David Driver. They
both gave us an excellent insight
into how ISS is coping with the
reduction in the number of golf
course being built. Richard started
by talking z(‘i)out ISS and how they
have branched out into Garden
Irrigation Systems. There was a gen-
eral discussion on how we can save
water and the old old topic of over-
watering. He then went on to talk
about tﬁe various systems on offer.
This was followed by a general dis-
cussion on these systems. Next,
David Driver spoke to us about the
new Contract and Renovation
Service that is on offer. Once again
a lot of questions and discussion.
We had 30 members in attendance
which was quite good. However,
there were some empty seats. A few
more of you would have been very
welcome. On completion lunch was
%r()vided, courtesy of ISS Aqua

urf Systems Ltd. After lunch a
number of the members had nine
holes of golf. Some even managed
to get round 18 holes. Our thanks
to Garry Parker, Richard Parsons
and David Driver for a very inter-
esting and enjvable d(an Also
thanks to Crane Valley for the cour-
tesy of the course and the use of
the clubhouse. .

For all of you who have qualified
for the Ritefeed Regional Final, I
would like to wish you all the very
best of luck. It is being held at St
Mellion Golf Club on June 4. If for
any reason you cannot make it
B\lease let Trevor Smith or our

egional  Administrator, Paula
Humphries, know in plenty of
time. This will then enable us to
organise a replacement.

Last, but not least, our secretary
Jef Drake, as I'm sure you all know,
is now the Deputy Course Manager
at Newbury and Crookham Golf
Club. His new address and tele-
phone number is:

9 Villiers Walk, Wash Common,
Newbury, Berks RG14 6S].

My apologies for not including
Jef’s new address in last month’s
magazine report.

Ken Lodge

Devon and Cornwall

The Section’s Avoncrop meetin
was held at Staddon Heights Gol
Club on Tuesday, March 3, unfor-
tunately the weather was awful
with heavy rain and gale force
winds, it was a credit to Head
Greenkeeper, Johnathan Bullen,
and his team, who some how had
11 holes open so our golfing mem-
bers coultr get their fix ﬁ)r the
day.They must have been mad!
More than 25 members battled
against the elements to compete for
the Avoncrop Trophy. Even more
amazing was that many of our non
golfing members went for the cus-
tomary course walk.

After a  superb lunch our

President John Palfrey gave a short
presentation on Avoncrop before
presenting the golf prizes for the
Avoncrop Trophy.

1. Tony James, Tehidy, +3; 2.
Buster Lewer, Dainton, -2; 3.
Brian Ridgeway, Fingle Glen, -2.

Our afternoon educational talk
rounded off the day, with Turf
Consultant Robert Laycock pre-
senting an excellent talk on grass
leaf tissue analysis necessary or
not. The Section would like to
thank Robert for his superb presen-
tation.

Also the Section would like to
thank the day’s sponsors Avoncrop
for their continued support and to
Staddon Heights and aﬁ their staff
who made our day run so smooth-
g, with special thanks to Jonathan

ullen and his crew.

Richard Whyman

Northern

Ireland

South East

Our Section’s open workshop
seminar on the March 31 was held
at Cyril Johnston’s, Carryduff,
there was an excellent turnout at
this event of over 80 people.

The speakers were as follows:
Commencing with Richard Comely,
of a Jacobsen/Iseki, who formally
announced the take over of
Ransomes by Jacobsen Textron inc
followed by an informative discus-
sion on the benefits of relief/spin
grinding and a lecture on the oper-
ation and maintenance of hydrosta-
tic systems.

Robin Blackford, of Hayter, guid-
ed us through the concept, design,
manufacture, testing and marketing
of a new idea (eg) Mowers.

Roy Allett, of ﬁllelt Mowers, gave
us biography of his companK rom
his grandfather through to the pre-
sent day. D. Johnston presented us
with two speakers from his compa-
ny on the subjects of cqui{pmcm
hire, parts distribution and back

up.

‘The BIGGA stand was well
received and quite a number of
application forms distributed.

Many thanks to all the speakers
and those who made the effort to
attend at the busy start of our sea-
son. Special thanks to Cyril
Johnston Ltd for their hospitality.

Jonathan McCabe

See you all next month!

Keep weeds
out of the
running

Outstanding control of a wide range of turf weeds
Low rate of use means cost effective treatment
High levels of active ingredients for improved kill

Use at 5 litres per hectare means less packaging
waste for disposal

Can be easily tank mixed with Headland liquid
feeds, seaweed products and wetting agents

Win the race for affo
selective weed control

Headland Relay Turf

Contains mecoprop-P, MCPA and dicamba
ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY

For further Headland Agrochemicals Ltd

information contact Norfolk House,
Headland Amenity Products
Telephone: 01799 530 146

Fax: 01799 530 229

Headland

Great Chesterford Court,
Great Chesterford,
Essex CB10 1PF
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Above: David Jenkins and
Below: Philip Threadgold
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Charterhouse has grown from a company based on
a single product to one which offers a full range...

A machinery

arter

There can be little argument that
the praise the greenkeeping indus-
try has received for its progress over
the last 20 years is weh deserved.

In that time the sophistication
required to produce premier quality
golf courses has grown to the stage
that it bears comparison with the
jump from the pioneering work of
the Wright Brothers to the warp
power of the Star Ship Enterprise.

Identifying the key developments
within those 20 years would obvi-
ously take in the formation of
BIGGA in 1987 and the huge leap
forwards in greenkeeping educa-
tion, but on the machinery side
there is one piece of equipment
which could lay claim to being the
most significant innovation over
the last two decades. That is the
vertidrain.

It was introduced into the UK in
the early 80s by Charterhouse, a
company which since then has
been responsible for several other
innovative pieces of equipment and
grown to the extent that it now
offers a product range exceeding
2,000 items. Charterhouse has also
just become a BIGGA Golden Key
Supporter  donating
money to the Assoc-
iation’s Education and
Development Fund.

It is perhaps appro-
priate  that  the
Haslemere-based com-
pany has become a
Golden Key supporter
because, as Chairman
and Managing Dir-
ector David Jenkins is
quick to explain, much
of the company’s suc-
cess is down to the
improved education
and status of the coun-
try’s greenkeepers.

“We have always recognised that
the status of greenkeeping is
absolutely vital as the products we
sell enhance the golf course but it is
imperative to understand agrono-
my and fine turf maintenance to
recognise  their  importance,”
explained David, who added that
Charterhouse’s range covered com-
paction relief, ovcrsceding, top
dressing, scarifying and sweeping

“These are all things which can be
perceived as a nuisance by the aver-
age golfer, who doesn’t think much
beyond the cutting of the green.
We wanted the standing of the
greenkeeper to improve because,
around the early to mid 80s, we
discovered that many greenkeepers
could understand the benefits of
the vertidrain but when they went
to the Greens Committee it was a
closed book.

“In a lot of cases that the local
solicitor, accountant or JP couldn’t
possibly conceive that their own
greenkeeper was also a professional
so when he came to the committee
proi,)osing that the club buys a
sophisticated piece of machinery,
costing several thousands of
pounds they merely applied their
own thinking with no knowledge of
agronom wﬁatsoever.”

The Vz*’rtidrain was being pro-
duced by a Dutch company in the
early 80s and when David, along
with Philip Threadgold, the Sales
Director, set up Charterhouse they
took on the franchise in the UK.

“Initially we had to persuade peo-
ple that a tractor could be driven
onto a green with a vertidrain
because prior to that greenkeepers
didn’t even want trolleys on certain
parts of the fairway never mind the
aprons or surrounds. We had to
explain that the vertidrain was tak-
ing the compaction out as the trac-

tor was being driven off the green.”

The big breakthrough came when
Jack McMillan, then  at
Sunningdale, hired one and used it
on the worst piece of fairway he
could find.

“He vertidrained about 50 yards
and following a particularly dry sum-
mer one side of the fairway it was
burnt up, the 50 yard stretch was
still nice and green because the roots
had gone down, and beyond that it
was all burnt up again.”

That experiment persuaded Jack to
buy a vertidrain and he was followed
by the Course Managers at some of
the finest venues in the country.

“Jack is one of those characters
who is so committed and enthused
all the time and he was very dynam-
ic in communicating the benefits of
the vertidrain to others,” recalled
David.

“Somehow the vertidrain caught
the mood of greenkeeping and we
were very fortunate in that respect
because, at the same time as we
wanted to improve the status of the
greenkeeper to help us sell, the lead-
ing personalities in greenkeeping
were wanting to achieve the same
thing.”

Originally David and Philip had
thought that only contractors would
actually purchase vertidrains and
then that perhaps the top ten or 20
golf clubs would buy but each year
the level of golf club to purc?lasc
moved d()wn.%\low the market is vir-
tually mature and most clubs have
them.

“A club would perhaps hire one for
two or three years then discover that
the cost of leasing was not that dif-
ferent from hiring and it would
enable the club to (ﬁ) the job when it
suited rather than having to book

the vertidrain two or three months 4

ahead.”




Having, as David is first to admit,
been “Born of the Vertidrain” he
and Philip took the view that
Charterhouse shouldn’t be a one
product company.

“We are both technical people
who enjoy being creative and
because of the relationship we
enjoyed with the greenkeepers we
found that they would come to us
with ideas.

“One said that he wanted a seed-
er which actually got the seed into
the ground so when we came across
a company, again in Holland, which
made just such a thing we imported
it into the UK and when they
stopped making it they allowed us
to produce it over here.

“We also found people saying
that they needed a top dresser
which they could pull behind a
tractor so we developed one of
those. In fact, we've developed a
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whole range of products all
focussed on turf maintenance.”

That is identified as the second
thrust of Charterhouse in which it
broadening out into supplying a
range of products which comple-
mented the vertidrain.

“We looked for several features
which complemented the ver-
tidrain. For instance the vertidrain
is a long lasting machine so our
machines had to be long lasting.
We wanted original features in all
our machines, just like the ver-
tidrain, so we didn’t get involved in
making something unless we could
see that there was originality in the
new machine.”

Charterhouse developed right
through the 80s to the stage that
when manufacturing became a
problem because the whole of
British industry was booming and
no-one could be persuaded to make
the products the com-
pany bought a plot of
land in  Haslemere,
moved from Godalming
and built a new factory.

Almost as soon as
they had moved in, the
recession hit, and hit
hard.

“Like so many other
companies we felt as
though we were over-
stretched. So we went
to Redexim, the Dutch
company which had
originally developed the
vertidrain, who agreed
to take an interest in
Charterhouse  which
cushioned us through
the difficult times.”

Charterhouse has
since moved away from
manufacturing its own
product line and con-
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tracted the work out to agricultural
manufacturers.

“I met a lot of them when I was
President of the Agricultural
Engineers Association and they
were both geared up for manufac-
turing on a bigger scale than us and
because much of their work was
seasonal they were able to offer us
a facility outside of their own busy

& b4 . 5 4
period,” explained David.

It was around this time that
Charterhouse moved into its third
area of involvement.

“Knowing that recessions come in
cycles it would be too much to
expect that we would have steady
growth without any downturns for
the next 25 years. It is also easy for
people to cross capital items off
their budgets and particularly so
for a golf club to not bother to buy
a particular machine one year. If
every golf club did the same it
would create a real problem.”

The answer was to increase
Charterhouse’s product portfolio
and this they did to the tune of
over 2,000 items.

“We talked to our French distrib-
utor, which ran a company supply-
ing a whole host of sundry items,
and said that now with the
Channel Tunnel it was just as easy
to transport goods from Paris to
Glasgow as it was from Paris to
Marseilles so why didn’t we operate
the catalogue in the UK. This is
what we’ve done,” said David,
whose links with Holland have
given him valuable experience of
operatin%/\i,n an international mar-
ket - “We now quote all our
European and Scandinavian dis-
tributors in Dutch Gilders so the
current high rate of the pound
doesn’t affect us.”

The catalogue is circulated to
every golf club in the UK each year
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and all orders are administered in
Haslemere, shipped out of Paris
and delivered within three or four
days.

“That completes the three main
developments of Charterhouse -
first the Vertidrain, secondly our
own machinery and thirdly our
own consumable products.”

Last year the Anglo-Dutch part-
nership which had been so success-
ful between Charterhouse and
Redexim was reinforced when
Redexim purchased the remaining
Charterhouse shares.

“It made organisational sense
because Philip and I now handle
both our product lines in North
America and Scandinavia respec-
tively while the Dutch do the same
in the Far East. It made a good fit
and a very good use of our business
acumen.”

David now thinks “group” and
sees the advantages of the new
found size.

“I think we will grow to enhance
our position of number one in the
First Division, with the likes of
Ransomes, Toro, John Deere,
Jacobsen and Kubota in the
Premier Division,” said David who
is quick to credit his staff and a top
quality dealer network for the suc-
cess the company has enjoyed.

On Golden Key, David reaffirms
his believe that some of
Charterhouse’s success is down to
an environment in which BIGGA's
members are respected.

“BIGGA's progress has been very
impressive and they occupy a key
role in creating an environment in
which their members become
respected. and we felt that we
should put something back into the
industry. I see it as a long term
partnership between ourselves and
the Association.”
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Naturally-occurring soil bacteria are now emerging
as the unsung heroes of fine turf management.
We go in search of more information by...

Research has revealed that pro-
moting populations of certain
organisms can enhance natural dis-
ease control and improve the tex-
ture and fertility of the soil.

But with many existing chemical
treatments working against, rather
than in harmony, with these organ-
isms, it is possible that applied
chemicals can complement natural
disease control.

In the case of the soil microflora -
or the population of micro-organ-
isms within the soil - it is now
recognised that manipulating these
can produce a beneficial effect on
the turf.

“Beneficial soil organisms can be
broadly divided into two groups,”
said Geoff Yelland, of Rigby Taylor.

“Some bacteria are antagonists,
either producing antibiotics which
restrict fungus-causing diseases
such as fusarium patch or compet-
ing aggressively with them for
nutrients. Others assist in the
breakdown of organic matter into

Digging

simpler forms more
available to the plant.

“Bacteria which
inhibit disease are of
particular interest as
many products on the
market control the dis-
ease but also kill these
bacteria, causing an
imhalance in the soil’s
natural defences. This
can reduce the efficacy
of the product and
sometimes cause Visi-
ble damage to the
grass.”

But how do soil bac-
teria levels stack up in
greens and on fine
turf?

University research recentl
undertaken has shown that levels
were, on average, 4000 times lower
than those in natural grassland.

This raised a number of impor-
tant questions, such as why, how
could this be remedied, and how
could healthy soil bacteria popula-
tions be maintained?

One reason for the low popula-
tions on golf courses in particular
appears to be the specification of
many modern greens. Sand con-
structed (USGA) greens seem to
contain very few bacteria due to
their sterile nature. This is also the
case in compacted, poorly aerated
and waterlogged areas.

Effective cultural practices boost
bacterial populations by creating an
environment which favours their
development. Some greenkeepers
and groundsmen ave been
attempting to enhance this through
the surface application of products
designed to promote the growth of
soil bacteria. These tend to contain
natural compounds and aim to pro-
vide conditions which favour the
colonisation and growth of benefi-
cial organisms, provided the soil

conditions are appropriate.

Fungicides are a valuable tool for
the greenkeeper in turf disease
management.

It is important that the use of
these products has minimal adverse
effects on desirable micro-organ-
isms .

One of the manufacturers of turf
fungicides to have researched the
wider effects of its products on
ecosystems is Dow AgroSciences.
The company has conducted tests
on Rimidin (fenarimol), its ameni-
ty fungicide, to assess its effects on
soil bacteria.

Not surprisingly, the compary
has been keen to announce its find-
ings that Rimidin is not harmful to
soil bacteria. “We realise the bene-
fits of soil bacteria and have been
working on how to accommodate
this with a continuing need to con-
trol fusarium on greens,” says Dr
Mike Drinkall from the company.

“The end result has been the
development of a product which is
very effective on fusarium, kind to
the turf but also harmless to bene-
ficial soil bacteria, which increase
Rimidin’s efficacy against disease.”
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And that’s not all. Toro irrigation 'IORO select Toro irrigation systems than
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Hands off!

Get your
own copy!

You can

: have your own pe
Greenkeeper

rsonal copy of
s t!ll;tlil:lgéltl()llill delivered to your door
as part of BIGGA’s me 'shi c '
S membe :
nbuslnp package.
Simply fill out the
Magazine, or call
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application form at the back of this
our Membership Services Officer,
addison, on 01347 83858] ,
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i MODULAR SYSTEMS

f ...make all the difference to secure
storage & accommodation units.
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PAVILION

WORKSHOP

For further information
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LIMITED unsdale, Gu:sborf)ugh,

’ Cleveland. TS14 6RQ.
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Stories about theft and vandal-
ism on golf courses abound. The
problems vary according to the
location of the course and its sur-
rounds. Remote rural courses with
few roads or footpaths within their
bounds can expect few problems,
nevertheless unless they are pre-
pared they can expect a visit from
the professional thief taking
advantage of their quiet location
to relieve them of equipment - kit
which will probably be specially
selected for its ability to be passed
on readily - it is even suggested
that some items may be selected
because someone has asked for
specific items. In other words
equipment is stolert to order. In
contrast the picture in urban areas
is of a considerable amount of
petty theft and vandalism - and a
greater amount of disruption.
gpeaking to several clubs it is obvi-
ous that vandalism is considered a
far worse problem, partly because
it is on-going and needs constant
vigilance and remedial action.
Theft of equipment is usually cov-
ered by insurance although there
may be restrictions and an excess -
which may increase with each
instance of theft. There seems to
be a very fatalistic view on this
with many clubs taking few pre-
cautions to protect their posses-
sions. Fairly regular losses of small
items such as hover mowers and
strimmers seem to be quite wide-
spread, but there are reports of
large items such as ride-on triples
or tractors having gone missing.
Because these larger items are so
specialised it is more difficult to
find a market for them
- and without a market
there is little point in
stealing them. Of
course kiarger items are
also more conspicuous
and need larger vehicles
for their transport.
Nevertheless some very
expensive plant does go
missing - and when it
does it can cause a con-
siderable disruption of
work. It is often a mat-
ter of conjecture how

some of these items are removed
without any witnesses. Marking
larger items is also fairly easy, for
instance Kubota operate a mark-
ing system using microdots avail-
able through all their dealers. It is
also possib%e to mark with paint or
with an ultra-violet pen, however,
such methods do require that the
machine or item is found in suspi-
cious circumstances, and for some-
one to query the ownership. A
simple method is to have stencils
cut with the club name and use a
ssn'ay marker to put your name on
all major items. Bona-fide second
hand buyers should not have a
problem with this.

There are many courses where
the greenkeepers’ shed is well
away from the clubhouse with its
own entry and exit to the road,
these must be at greater risk. Very
few of these premises are locked
during the day and few have any
security for hours of darkness, nor
are most difficult to enter even if
the doors are locked.
Conventional sheds with corrugat-
ed asbestos or fibre cement sides
and roofs are simple to break, and
bolt croppers or a bar will remove
most door Jocks or hinges.
Common sense or help from the
local police crime prevention offi-
cer may suggest a number of sim-
ple precautions which will add to
security, and often these are
remarkably inexpensive. But it is
not only plant and equipment
which goes missing, sand, ?ertilis-
ers and chemicals are also known
to “walk” nor is it unknown for
turf to be .stripped or trees




Theft is a growth industry at golf clubs but Hugh Tilley investigates
the best ways to reduce the chances of it happening to you...

h
00

removed under cover of darkness.

/andalism is very disrupting to the
daily routine, and a number of clubs
have instigated dawn patrols with
greenkeepers checking every green
and tee to ensure that all markers,
flags and other course furniture is in
place before members arrive. Nor
need this petty vandalism be con-
fined to misplacing these items,
more serious damage may be occa-
sioned by cars driven over the greens
and down the fairways. :

Footpaths across a course are a
known danger point, however, they
may not be such a problem if they
are purely footpaths with no bike or
vehicular access. In addition, people
walking dogs may be a potential (\is-
ruption to golf, but they also offer
unpaid security. It may be possible to
ensure that vehicular access is pro-
hibited be cementing in posts or
putting up gates.

Researching this feature led to con-
tacting a number of clubs - normally
the Secretary as the person most
involved in club security. This straw
poll produced a range of responses
from the more sccluc%cd clubs which
have “no problem” - one secretary
qualified this reply - “unless you
leave your clubs unattended outside
the clubhouse - we have occasional
opportunists,” to the inner city club
which has regular security guard
patrols around the car park during
the day and around the course at
night. %fhis club which is highly secu-
rity conscious, has digital locks on
every external door and is in the

rocess of fencing - with close board
Fence at 15 per metre - some mile of
road exposed perimeter. Needless to
say this club also has CCTV, flood-
lighting and internal monitored
security alarms. The secretary com-
mented that this is a considerable
cost to the members, but experience
has shown that it is essential.

Vandalism would appear to be one
most difficult problems to solve The
comment from an assistant at one of
the Birmingham clubs was that
many of the things which he would
like to do were illegal! - such as
wholesale smacking of kids and
putting an electric fence around the
course. Holidays, particularly sum-

mer holidays, required
extra vigilance - and a rou-
tine dawn patrol. ~ One
Merseyside club has enlist-
ed help from an artisan
group and offers police-
men reduced fees.
Nevertheless both of these
clubs have their sheds
secured and alarmed.

Further protection can
bé offered to greenkeeping
facilities which are away
from the main club com-
lex by creating a secure
%cnccd compound.
Floodlights activated by
pir or, better still, dual
technology sensors makes
for additional security as
well as making life easier
for those who are entitled to be
there. Dummy alarm boxes and
CCTV cameras are a cheap first stage
protection. A major problem with
many alarm systems on greenkeep-
ers’ sheds is that there must be a
response - or the likelihood of a
response. With many such facilities
situated away from habitation and
the club house this can be a problem,
and a flashing light or siren may not
be heard - so many clubs take trouble
to hide the sheds. However, there are
other options such as radio or cable
links to a monitoring point. To be
realistic it has to be asked, who will
respond? - and will they arrive with-
in about ten minutes of the alarm
beinlg triggered. The professional
thief anticipates that sort of time
within which to complete his task
un-molested, and expects to have left
the scene within that time.

Secure buildings or compartments
can provide a safe home for smaller
tools, particularly more desirable
ones such as strimmers, chainsaws
and small mowers. Workshop tools
like electric drills and grinders are
also saleable, so are spanners and
many other items so they need a
lockable store. Ex-shipping contain-
ers provide ideal lockable stores,
however, they are not very pretty -
but they can be decorated or
screened. Purpose made sheds are
also available which look better or
there is the option to get a local

bbery

builder to make something specifi-
cally for the purpose. Chemicals will
require their own store. Thorny
shrubs such as quickthorn, berberis
and pyracantha are effective deter-
rents in their own right.

Removable lockable posts can be
used to protect doorways and
obstruct road access, and these can
be used to prevent doors being
rammed, or to prevent specific
equipment being moved, or they can
simply prevent vehicular access.
There are also other types of barrier
with which to prevent access. Many
locks are available. with multiple
keys, it is also easy to extra keys cut,
while some situations allow digital
locks or combination locks to be
used. The more sophisticated digital
locks and barriers will allow for easy
changing of the number and for
more than one code.

Growing use is being made of
CCTV - closed circuit television -
and again a dummy camera offers a
cheap deterrent. The real thin
needs to be carefully positioned an
specified to give sufficient resolution
for identification. Any reputable sup-

lier of security equipment shourd

e able to advice.

Manufacturers of tractors and ride-
on mowers have also taken up the
challenge and most modern equip-
ment is in greater measure vandal
and petty theft resistant, by such
simple expedients as enclosing oil

and fuel filler points with in lockable
Fanels. Putting sand into engine or
hydraulics is common form of van-
dalising - but one which can have
€XPEnsive consequences.

While this feature has considered
security in terms of theft and van-
dalism, perhaps head greenkeepers
and course managers need also to
consider the club’s responsibility for
health and security as this may
require security for reservoirs, ponds
and other types of risk. Nor is the
fact that someone has no legal right
to be there a sufficient defence.
Fencing and notices stating ‘dee
water” or similar hazard are simple
means of protecting the club against
later claims.

Yellow pages will yield a number of
contacts for all types of assistance
with security, from personnel to
equipment. The best recognised
qualification for installers for securi-
ty systems is NACOSS - the
National Approved Council for
Security S?/stems but rerhaps the
better qualification is local experi-
ence and word of mouth - and an off
the record recommendation from the
local crime prevention officer is also
useful.

To be in the modern idiom, per-
haps most golf clubs need to under-
take a ‘security audit’ and to review
their arrangements on a regular basis
- and to consider all aspects, course,
buildings and any other risk.
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HURRY! DON'T MISS OUT ON YOUR OFFICIAL

BIGGA

MERCHANDISE

@ Pringle v-neck jumper. 100% lambswool. M, L, XL, XXL.
Available in navy blue, bottle green and wine.

Pringle polo shirts. 100% cotton. M, L, XL.
Available in navy blue and stone.

279.95 Walrus jacket + trousers. 100% waterproof. M, L, XL, XXL.

: Walrus trousers. 100% waterproof. M, L, XL, XXL.
Baseball cap. Navy. -

Walrus jacket. 100% waterproof. M, L, XL, XXL.

TO PLACE YOU R OR DER @ Lined showerproof top. Navy Blue. M, L, XL.

CALL OUR MERCHANDISE HOTLINE NOW ON

01 347 838 581 @85 Lines sh%mmf ki L

British and International Golf Greenkeepers Association, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF Tel: 01347 838581 Fax: 01347 83886




Takin g the 1:()L,l,gh with the

Eavesdrop on conversation in any
clubhouse and the subject matter,
especially after a round has been
played, is likely to focus on the forev-
er controversial question of green
speed. Those whose putts have found

e target consistently will shout the
loud hurrah; “Our greenkeeper has
the equation just about right,” they’ll
say, while the also-rans will vehe-
mently debate-with anyone prepared
to listen-the misery of li@ in
Tortoiseville. Next time out, with the
tables turned by golf’s perverse
nature, those same glory boys will be
baying for blood. It's a topic which
every greenkeeper believes is way
past its sell-by date.

It’s true, green speed as locker room

fodder seems done to death, yet there-

is sound argument for turning the
tables 180°, counter-attacking with
the contention that it is the percep-
tion of green speed which is beating
the golfer at his own game.

How come? Ask a few simple ques-
tions, like how are they measuring
this so-called speed, how do they
judge slow from medium...and what
exactly is fast? Does the average
golfer really know? Touch and feel are
the senses by which a player purports
to measure your greens, yet the sim-
ple, clinical fact is that touch and feel
cannot be measured, it’s different for
everyone, no two ever are alike.

By the same standards, and this is a
roint %Ireen committee men especial-
y might take on board, no two golf
courses-or two greens, for that mat-
ter-are ever alike. The variables are
too numerous to list but include vari-
ant grass species, changeable climate

conditions (dew-soaked morning
izeens, I\?uickened naturally by

other Nature as the day progress-
es), contours, green sizes, shelter
from trees versus raw exposure to
wind, outbreaks of disease, the list is
endless.

It is the so-called elite golfers
(handicap zero to five, shall we say),
who are the most vocal. For them
especially the game has changed; for
their demands have wiped away the
old philosophy of ‘playing the ball
where it lies’ to one of insistence that
greens be set up so that they may lob
the ball into a perfect, playable posi-
tion every time. Yet gorf is meant to
be a game of strategy and position-
ing-above the hole with downhill
slope should be three-putt country;
for the point of positioning has been
missed. As golf writer Jim Achenbach
opined most recently, “anyone who
ends up in the wrong position on the
green should be putter-whipped.”

What can be measured, in terms of
the number of days before turf stress
sets in, is the direct correlation
between giving golfers what they
interpret as fast (shaven) greens and
compromising the continuing good
health of your sward. Your members
will not thank you for failing, while
providing shaven surfaces on a con-
tinuous basis will very likely give you
an odds-on chance to line up at the
emploglment office.

So, how will gou keep the putting
Eundits satisfied? The answer,

ecause golfers confuse fast greens
with consistent roll, is to be found in
one simple word - SMOOTH!

Because the cutting of greens is per-

The extra care taken when greens are cut by pedestrian mower is vividly

portrayed here at the world-famous Pebble Beach course.

[

haps the most routine of all jobs, it is
easy for the operator to slip into
auto-pilot, overlooking the sir?l{)le
things that produce perfect results
The objective must be to achieve a
perfect, smooth, stress free cut, clean
straight lines, every time, without
scalping high spots or leaving hollows
with uncut, lush patches. This is easy
enough on greens which are relative-
ly flat or gently undulatingf, but
where severe contouring is found,
particularly on the cusp of a two-tier
green, the problem calls for extra
care.

Extra care means checking your
mower regularly, ensuring blades are
set accurately to the desired height
and that they are very, very sharp!
With rare exceptions, there is litltTJ)e
need for the height of cut to drop
below three sixteenths of an inch,
which is stressful enough, considering
the rigours of daily play, indeed quar-
ter of an inch is often acceptable for
routine play if all other smoothness
regimes are carried through. Such
regimes must permit the ball to be
stroked rather than clouted, thus
rolling more easily across surfaces
where friction has been reduced to a
minimum.

These include reducing thatch
build-up; verticutting as often as
good sense dictates with the blades
set ‘softly” so the unit just nicks the
sward, lightly dressing the turf, regu-
larly and carefully, ensuring all the
topdressing is drag matted or
brushed into the surface, followed a
few days later with a pass using turf
groomers-lightly again. All of these
will contribute toward the target of
uniformity. It must
be stressed, howev-
er, as no two greens
are alike, greens at
variance with each
other will not neces-
sarily need an equal
amount of mechan-
ical grooming.

In this sometimes
ridiculous race for
pace, the green-
keeper may take
comfort in knowing
that turf machinery
manufacturers are
clearly supportive,
indeed far more
concerned for con-
tinuous turf health
than are your mem-
bers for speedy

greens.
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Knowing that many greenkeepers

refer walking, the array of walk-

ehind greens mowers-Super Certes
and the I1-blade reel nsomes
Greens  Super are confirmed
favourites-is sufficient to please the
most fastidious, offering a choice of
tournament bedknives, brushes, ver-
tical cutters, two-inch guide wheels,
roller scrapers, indeed nothing is too
much trouble in this customer-led
situation.

What is also clear is that many
more turf managers are ringing the
changes, using ride-on’s during
weekdays and walk-behind mowers
at weckends. Of course, mowing
with a ride-on is altogether different,
with greenkeeper and machine effec-
tively moulded into a single unit. A
riding triplex is faster than a walker,
so operators should be especially
alert for any grease or oil spilE;ge, be
prepared to stop immediately, shut
off the machine and to clear up
before too much damage has been
caused. For this reason alone,
thou%h clearly there are many other
benefits, both mechanical and envi-
ronmental, (for the parts it doesn’t
have, or need, for instance), the bat-
tery powered electric triplex mower
is winning converts galore.

Finally, a word about Stimp-
meters. Master Greenkeeper Terry
Buchen is a believer in the tool’s
value for measuring consistency and
‘truth’. Roll three identical balls,
each bearing the same brand and
compression ratio, from the same
angle, he says, and if the surface is
free from deforming characteristics
those balls will gently touch one
another-in both directions. Buchen
has exf}essed surprise at the pride
some UK greenkeepers exhibit in
having greens which, by their incon-
sistency, test ‘local knowledge’.

Then there’s the lovely true story
concerning Shaig Logan, for many
years before his demise the Head
Greenkeeper at Muirfield. Shaig was
presentedp with a Stimpmeter prior
to The Open being staged at his
course. “V\g'nat’s this for?”, he asked.
It’s for measuring the speed of the
greens, he was told. “Why would 1
want to do that?” So that you can
make each green roll at the same
speed. “Why would I want to do
that?” So the 1st green would not be
slower than the 9th, that the 10th
be equal to the 17th and 18th; not
slower, not faster. “But, laddie,” he
said, “that’s why we have practice
rounds.”

May 1998 Greenkeeper International 51



How do you
measure up?
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Golf Environment Competition 1998
All entry forms must be returned to BIGGA by Friday, May 29
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Entry forms are available from all UK mainland golf clubs. Also available from BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York, YO6 2NF B
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Sharpes International Seeds Limited, Sleatord, Lincs. NG34 7HA . Tel: 01529 304511, Fax: 01529 303908, e-mail: sharpes@de‘al.pipex‘ce?ﬁ

turfgrass wetting
agent

permeate penetrates through thatch and water repellent
soil layers to infiltrate the root zone optimising water
penetration to critical depths.

)

{
permeate can be used as a single lasting application

for long lasting results or as a managed programme
throughout the year.

permeate is fully compatible with Alleviate tenside ¢
hydrophobe technology for the treatment of dry patch and
water repellent soils.

Developed and manufactured by:

Service Chemicals plc, 17 Lanchester Way, Royal Oak
Industrial Estate, Daventry, Northants, NN11 5PH.

Tel: 01327 704444; Fax: 01327 871154

gmail: servicechm@aol.com

#eb pages; http://members.aol.com/servchemuk
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The most cost effective way of reaching readers of

Greenkeeper International. Simply ring Jenny Panton
or James McEvoy on 01347 838581 and ask about an
alphabetical category listing; the cost starts from as
little as £29.50 per month.

Here's your chance to
win an exclusive BIGGA
100% waterproof jacket
designed by Walrus
worth over £55!

Simply search through all
the products and services
in our guide and locate
the 3 BIGGA logos hid-
den within the pages.
Write down the names of
the 3 advertisements
where the BIGGA logo is
hidden, and send your
entries on a postcard to;

Locate the Logos,
Greenkeeper
International,
Aldwark Manor,
Aldwark, Alne,
York YO61 1UF

Entries to reach us no
later than Friday, May 15,
1998. The first correct
entry drawn will receive
the Walrus jacket. Don't
forget to tell us the size
of jacket you will require!

The judges decision is
final. No correspondence
will be entered into. This
competition is not open
to BIGGA staff or non-
members.

Congratulations to Albert
Arnott of Dunnikier GC,
who spotted our three
logos last month. Your
exclusive Walrus jacket is
on the way!
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KEITH DRIVER

(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)
HYDROJECT s,

AERATION ee-—=af

SERVICE Wiy

(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE)

A full range of expertly operated turfcare services also available

Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile: 0958 532008
8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL

GRASS SCIENCE

GoLF COURSE CONSULTANTS

4 COURSE MANAGEMENT

4 IN-DEPTH AGRONOMY ADVICE

4 MANAGEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION
AND RE-CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

4 FULL ANALYSIS SERVICE

For more details and a brochure contact:

GRASS SCIENCE
Garside Street
Bolton

BL1 4AE

~ls
Grass
Science
Tel: 01204 366036
Fax: 01204 385276

Gordon Jasback

consulting agronomist

offers a practical and scientific
approach to problem solving and
an all-round service towards
cost-effective golf course
construction and maintenance

Introductory visits without obligation

25 Cheviot Close
Tonbridge TNS 1NH

Tel/Fax
01732 350351

B Jamieson

Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson formerly Director of
Agronomy with the PGA European Tour has
now formed the above company offering
expert advice on

Golf course maintenance

Tournament preparation and presentation
Machinery selection

Budgeting

Staff recruitment

Soll and turf analysis

to0000

Contact: Bruce Jamieson
10 Ashlea, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9RQ
Telephone 01256 760870

Talk to the professionals first

Vertidraining 4+ Aeriation 4+ Seeding
4 Fertilising 4 Top dressing
4 Contact Spraying 4 All leading
brands of seeds, fertilisers & chemicals

E Amenity Land Services Ltd
L Long Lane, Wellington
Telford TF6 6HA

Contact: van Toon, Jonathon Carr, Duncan Burton
Tel: (01952) 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369

WEED IEREERS

PROFESSIONAL PESTICIDE APPLICATION
AND ASSOCIATED TURF SERVICES

DRIFT FREE CONTBACT SPRAYING
UTILISING OUR PURPOSE BUILT
MACHINE ‘THE SPRAYING MANTIS’

NEW FOR '98 - F.E.P.A TRAINING
NEW FOR '98 ~ FREE CALL NUMBER

0800 068 08 78

Tel: 07000 481011
Fax: 07000 481022
Car: 0850 300104

Unit 14, Roundshead Drive, Warfield
Berkshire RG42 3RZ

WEED FREE and Daisy Logo are Registered-Trade Marks

Animal Repellents

ARE YOUR
GREEN EATERS
COSTING YOU

MONEY?

FOR HUMANE RABBIT CONTROL

For futher Information
contact us on

0118 951 0033

fAIRWAYS
DISCREET CONTROL

CONSULTANCY
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING

abbits & Mobes ...
Cur /ﬁo/ﬂ;n v

SPRINGER HOUSE * WINDMILL LANE
KEMBLE + CIRENCESTER GLOS * GL7 6AN

TEL: 01285 770919
FAX: 01285 770910

ON COURSE

GOLF COURSE CONSULANTS

Complete agronomy service from
problem solving to planned
management and constuction

|

With over 25 years practical experience
Ken Barber will get you back
l ON COURSE.

For further information LS

Tel/fax +44 (0) 1825 732031

L-

Howard Swan msc
ngel Henbury B.A.Dip.Arch

Golf Course Architects

Swan Golf Designs Limited
Telfords Barn, Willingate, Ongar,
Essex CMS5 OQF, England
Tel: 01277 896229 Fax: 01277 896300
E-Mail: SwanGolfDesigns @btinternet.com

A member of the
BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF ARCHITECTS

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF

COURSE ARCHITECTS

Representing the leading European
Practices in golf course design, working
worldwide and offering professional
services from initial site appraisals and
feasibilities, conceptual designs, to
detailed architecture, specifications and
project management and construction
design
Merrist Wood House, Worplesdon,
Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE
Tel: 01483 884036 Fax: 01483 884037

Amenity Spraying R Architects

R e
Gabbotts Farm Barn,
Bury Lane, Withnell,
Chorley, Lancashire
PR6 8SW

Tel: 01254 831666

(IR Fax: 01254 831066

SPORTS
LIMITED

e s e
Steel platform, woven grass top

¢ VERDE WINTER TEE

Generous size, self-install kit

i ¢ VERDE TEE FRAME
)
{
]
Y

¢ VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices

)
] 9 ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
; o DRIVING BAYS AND NETS §

For club and home use

4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE

BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES.
Please call for samples & information

S eh AR ST - ———t
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Artificial Grass

Bio Stimulants

STIMulate

*Water Soluble Biostimulant
with live bacteria
*Humate & Humic Acids
*High % Natural

Sugars

BRIDGES
Pedestrian and Vehicular
REVETMENTS
SHEET PILING
SHELTERS

HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS
THE SHIPYARD, GAINSBOROUGH
LINCOLNSHIRE DN21 ING

telephone (0142

7) 611800 fax (01427) 612867
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Secure sectional steel buildings in various sizes
@ Machinery & equipment storage
@ Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage
® Workshops @ Tool sheds
@ Trolley stores
@ Temporary fencing & secure
enclosures
For FREE design service, quotation,
brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW

= 0121 553 5723 (24hrs)

Elwell Bulldings Ltd, 204 Oldbury Road, West Bromwich,
West Midlands B70 9DE. Fax: 0121 580 1172

Greenkeepers’ Stores
Driving Ranges
Club Houses

# Machinery Storage

4 Maintenance Workshops

+ Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage

# Offices and Staff Mess Rooms
FREE initial designs and costings

=N van J Cooper Ltd

Steel Framed Buildings
Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET
Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662

Bunker Rakes

MEMBERS BUNKER RAKES
FROM ONLY £2.54 EACH

Strong construction complete with
replaceable threaded handle
12 for £2.99 each NI
50 for £2.69 each &GN oﬁkggggm
100 for £2.54 each EELIEIIEIIIL
Prices are for complete rakes
delivered free.

Rake support pegs 70p each.
Made in UK by MW Dyason Ltd,
6/10 Hitchmead Road,
Biggleswade, SG18 ONH.

Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186

Chemical Disposal

GRUNI

Grundon can provide safe
disposal for pesticides and
herbicides and all chemical
wastes. For more information
on how Grundon can help
with your “Duty of Care”
telephone 01491 834311

BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
#* GOLF TURF DRESSINGS 57 SAND 1
s+ SCREENED TOP SOIL s FEN SOIL
Deliveries Nationwide
BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
Tel: 01603 754607

RD JONES & SONS

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

Design, Construction and
Refurbishment Specialists
Cae Coch Farm, Whitford, Flintshire,
North Wales CH8 9EP

Tel: 01745 561761 Fax: 01745 561988
MEMBERS OF BIGGA

J. & E. ELY

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Reading, Berks
Tel/Fax 0118 972 2257

> 28 PUMP LANL
Artngton opnpian
— WATERLOOVILLI
HAMPSHIRE
POS 9TS ENGLAND
e TIF: (01705) 592390
or Contact Ted Awcock on 0410 450454
Update Your Existing Course By:
TEE EXTENSIONS
GREEN RE-MODELLING
BUNKER ALTERATIONS
DRAINAGE
aso NEW COURSE CONSTRUCTION

— %

CONTOUR

GOLFLIMITED

Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses

Tel: 01327 879464
Mobile: 0385 272935

Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry,
Northants NN11 4QS
Irish Office: 026 471 83

A New Company...For Your Golf Course

/e enovalions

Offering design and build remodels

- Experienced Designers
Quality Construction

- Fixed Price

Philip House, Stamford Road, Bowdon,

Altrincham, Cheshire, WA14 2JU

Tel: 0161 929 8600 ™ o
Fax: 0161 929 5060

Specially designed for

use on golt courses

and other sports

grounds, these new

triangular-shaped

litter bins are

manutactured from

fough GRC and they

need litle o no

maintenance

Take a closer look at

these features:

o Made from
hardwearing GRC

 Require little or no
maintenance

® Available in a
range of colours

o Removeable

plastic bag inner
simplities waste

LINKS LEISURE

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS
Jonathan Franks, Secretary,
BAGCC, 37 Five Mile Drive,
Wolvercote, Oxford OX2 8HT
Tel/Fax: (01865) 516927

Course Equipment

Specialists
in Golf
Course

Construction

=

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
“Ashfield House" « 1154 Melton Road
Syston sLeicester « LE7 2HB

;s - Tel: 0116 269 6766
BAGC(C Mobile: 0836 553899
. Fax: 0116 269 6866

C.). Collins

Construction
Golf Course Contractors

*’(ﬁ%"’z Burgess Hill, West Sussex
BAS Cy Tel: 01444 242993

oS Fax: 01444 247318

(09 gy
",
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Whitnefl

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Woodlands, Ellis Road, Boxted,
Colchester, Essex CO4 5RN
Tel: (01206) 272834 Fax: (01206) 272104

Standard Golf are the largest
supplier of quality course
accessories worldwide

Place an order for £100 in May or June,
and receive a £100 travel voucher in return.
No catches! Please call for details

® Toe Data Signs
©® Ball washers

QUALITY

: ,'::.":" . PRODUCTS
o Flais S p‘:': COMPETITIVE
sl PRICES
® Practice green
accessories

® Personalised

P @ Wooden F
A F;, Tel: 01189 736303
—~ Fax: 01189 736677

® Information signs

GOLF COURSE
BOYD
- ACCESSORIES

IRELAND’S LEADING GOLF
COURSE EQUIPMENT &
ACCESSORY MANUFACTURER

FOR MORE INFORMATION
TEL: (01247) 271163
FAX: (01247) 471136

TEE/0GREEN

CONSTRUCTION

The very best in the remodelling
of existing golf courses.
Over 18 years experience.
Landscaping specialist

22 BURN CLOSE, VERWOOD,
DORSET BH31 6DN

PHONE: 01202 814045
MOBILE: 0410 483065

GET ON COURSE

WITH

BAYCO

COURSE
ACCESSORIES
call us Now! on

0118 951 0033

On Course with
@ v

Equipment

UK & European distributors of
quality golf course equipment
For all your golf course requisites contaet the specialists

Phone or fax: 01925 75 7005 24hrs

Website: hittp//; www.acorm(uk). comm

Have you
found all the

logos yet?

“TACIT”

The best for less/

Tommy Tacit
says: “SAVE

THE TOP
SWIVELS

THE BOTTOM
DOESN'T

Lockon to Tacit’s new Flagstick
with Anti-wear Ferrule.
When used in conjunction with
Tacit’s quality Holecups, it will
prolong the life of the Flagsticks
and so keep them upright
longer.

For further details contact:

Golf Course Equipment Manufacturers

Tel: 01788 568818
Fax: 01788 537485

May 1998 Greenkeeper International 55



CHLTERN [ V3{B0RE o

SPECIALISTS IN
UNDERGROUND CABLE
DUCTING AND PIPE
INSTALLATION
@ STEEL PIPE DRIVING
© IMPACT MOLING
@ DIRECTIONAL DRILLING
SYSTEMS
©® AUGER BORING
® PIPE (BURSTING)
84 LINCROFT, OAKLEY
BEDFORD MK43 7SS
TELFAX 01234 825948
MOBILE 0585 463439

White Horse Contractors
Limited
<
S B
« Construction
* Renovation
+ Drainage
+ Irrigation
Tel: 01865 736 272

Fax: 01865 326 176
Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD

Duncan Ross, 5, ..~
Lo P ihed

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

* Latest Sportsturf Trer Machine

* Sand Slitting

* Top Dressing

Design Installation and Maintenance sarvice
Tel/Fax: 01257 255321
Shevington, Wigan, Lancs

Golf Course Drainage
Specialists

For fast and friendly UK
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 0836 259133

), £ N Al
STEVENIPASK
L - M -1 -T - -E-D

Drainage and Sandslitting
Verti-Draining 2.5 & 1.5 Metre
Ryan GA30 and Amazone sand

Spreader Hire
Tee, Green and Bunker
Construction/Re-Modelling

Tel: 01529 455757

Drainage.

Vertidraining.

2y
= Sand Slitting.

Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274
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SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE
Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service

Contact Geoff Sleath
Tel: (01709) 862109 Fax: (01709) 862075

Specialists in land drainage,
golf course construction and
maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 SEB
Tel: 01722 716361 = Fax: 01722 716828

SPORTSTURF CONTRACTORS

Specialists in the design,
construction, drainage and
renovation of all sportsturf.

Chesterfield,
Derbyshire.

Tel: 01773 872362
Fax: 01773 874763

®
farmmEira

For natural and environmental solutions

Tel: 01233 756241
Fax: 01233 756419

Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford, Kent TN27 9DU

=

The Andersons. Uniformly the best.
The highest Quality Nitrogen source in
the industry with the most uniform

particle size available

ﬁ For futher Information
contact us on
ey 0118 951 0033

Fertiliser Spreaders

&

* Vertidrain * Top-dressing
* Land drainage * Over ing

* All types of construction

(0118) 979 5454

Winnersh, Reading, Berkshire

If it needs sprgading

Complete
range of Professional
Rotary Spreaders

call us on

Have you
found all the

logos yet?

Driving Range Equipment

Golf Course Supplies

M.C. & MA.
STEWART
Hgpee o (HAULAGE) LTD

A family business established 1969
BS EN ISO 9002: 1992 Registered Company

GRAVEL, SAND, SOIL,
ROOT ZONE, TOP DRESSING,
WOOD BARK, TRACK MATERIAL

The independent supplier with the wide product range
For professional service nationwide contact Rachacl

Tel: 01257 792536/792692 Mobile: 0973 4268%

Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull,
Chorley, Lancashire PR7 SHS

- BOUGHTON —
s LOAM LTD

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants

Tel: 01536 510515
for
Turf Dressing
Root Zone Mixes
Screened Top Soils
Bunker Sands
Horticultural Composts

“Pre-germinated grass seed”
“Liquid Sod” Spray-on grass

Herbicides
Grass Seed
Fertilisers
Turf )
Management
Systems

Dromangh Farm, Sevenhills Road
Iverheath, Bucks, SLO OPA

Tel: 01895 834411

RANGE SERVANT

UK Ltd
GOLF RANGE EQUIPMENT
Ball Dispensers, Collectors
and Washers. Play Off Mats
and Winter Tee Mats
AUTOMATIC TEE-UP UNIT
Tel/Fax: 01923 263777

at Abbott’s Toolhire, Hempstead Road,
Hunton Bridge, Watford. Herts WD1 3NJ

FOUNTAINS

For all your floating fountain and aerator
requirements, contact S.G.l. Sales.

Ask for details of our large range for
functional and decorative displays.

S.G.l. Sales

The Oxstalls, Evesham,
Worcestershire, WR11 4TS. England.

Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769
E-mail: http://www.evenproducts.com

Environmental Monitoring

If its to measure

Soil/Water pH . +Rain Fali-
*Wind Speed B p
*Soil/Water

temperature

*Air Temperatur
& Pressure
*Relative Humidity

INSTRUMENTATION FOR
EVERY NEED

A For futher Information
ﬂ contact us on

0118 951 0033

m d

GOLF SIGNS

THE OLD COURSE

Hole Across
8 MTRS  PAR _

Pl RS

Links Leisure Limited
Unit 22, Civic Industrial Park,
Whitchurch Shropshire SY13 1TT
Tel: 01948 663002 Fax: 01948 666381

ADVERTISING

on, Sandbach, CW11 07s. 01477 500255

.
Cacws on Quality

T. & G. TURF
IRRIGATION SERVICES
13 Castlegate, Knaresborough,

North Yorkshire HG5 ONS
Tel & Fox 423) 864963
Full me BTLLA

.
-
o
>
o
3
=
S
S
2
o
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Logic ’3 m

Manufacturers & Distributors of
quality irrigation equipment

* EICON radio remote control for
TW2-1 and TW2-4

* AQUARIUS 2 PC based control
system, runs in Windows 95

* LOGIC decoders, compatible
with TW1 or TW2, 3 year warranty,
lightning protection included.
Multiway outputs, up to 4 valves.
from £18.00 per station

Tel: 01491 837 455

TORO
Installation
Sales
TIO & Serwoe
NE. England, ire, S. | Li g
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and Lei hire
Contact.
EB & L SIMMS

North Yorkshire HG4 1TT

Unit 18, Camp Hill Close, Dallamires Lane, Ripon,
Tel: (01765) 602175 or 690598 Fax: (01765) 603488J

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LIMITED

Tel: (01932) 788301
Fax: (01932) 780437

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION

SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND
COMPLETE PROJECTS

BEST BUY B.O.I.L.

EXPERIENCE - EXPERTISE
CARE - SERVICE
since 1923

Founder Member BTLIA

Y Irrigation Systems
& Equipment

For all your irrigation
requirements, whether a new
installation or system
refurbishment — contact us now for

a free survey, design and
quotation.

I.L.S. Irrigation Systems &
Equipment, Oundle Road,
Lutton, Peterborough PE8 5ND
Tel/Fax: 01832 272450

rrigatiown

Design. Supply. Ir 1. Service.
From full systems to improvements
on present systems and service.
Phone Now to find out how you can

Save Money!
Phone/Fax: 01405 814889 Office
Mobile 0421 578828
you Il ke nmo;ed where we Ppe \Ap!

L] & L)
WARDLE
Consulting Engineers, Ltd.

INDEPENDENT
IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
& PROJECT MANAGERS

8, Main St. Barton-under-Needwood
STAFFS DE13 8DP

Main Office Tel/Fax: 01283 711 864
Area Office Tel/Fax: 01483 278 416

—DECIDE AFTER—
TALKING TO US...

As Europe’s most experienced
independent consultants we are always
ready to help you with advice on all
aspects of irrigation related matters.

PO BOX 1192
Fordingbridge

L 8] L Hants SP6 1YD

PAY
GOU IRRIGATION (ONSUU’ANTS England

\_ Tel: (01425) 652087 Fax: (01425) 652476

Autofiow Systems

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR

WATER REQUIREMENTS ON

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES,
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD,
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST

T
5 IanA'rlcN
L Svemae ®

) [ CoN'mOlsm)

(Inc. MACPENNY-CAMERON IRRIGATION)
IRRIGATION

Suppliers of irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses,
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture
* Manufacturers of Imganon Equlpmem
* Existing S and d
DESIGN - INSTALLATION SERVICE
Call now for all your Irrigation needs.
MisC LTD Unn 18, Hightown Industrlal Estate,
gwood, Hants BH24
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296

L M l" B

A Nationwide

Irrigation Service

A well designed and installed irrigation system
is a vital component to a successtul project
OCMIS specialise in irrigation systems for
sportsground, recreational, amenity and
landscape areas.

We offer pi expert

designs, quotations, manufacture, supply,
installation and service.

OCMIS are stockists of an extensive range of
quality irrigation equipment for every
requirement.

Regional offices throughout the UK
For further information contact
Head Office on 01460 241939

NOCMIS

Buckner Humber 2uxdbzs

Design and service you can trust

Consult

atermation

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

to discover how our total irrigation
service can benefit you

Design Supply
Installation

Support

01252 336838

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Design, supply and installation of

Ran R BIRD.

Irrigation Systems

Tel: 01722 716361

IRRIGATION

s"v‘f{““f & IRR'G

Az,
AV~ SERVICES 4
¥ %

East Midlands Area
Installation, Sales and
Service

Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5SDR
Tel: (01777) 817410

Huntfer

The Irrigation Innovators

Phone or fax for your list of

Hunter deaers
throughout the UK and Ireland

Sportsground Irrigation Co
Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769

Design. Supply.
Installation.

Service.

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

Established 42 years

DECODEF

Equivalent to Watermation,CIC,
Wright Rain, Primetime, Robydome,
TORO and ISS

4+ No switches, more reliable

4 5 year warranty

4 Multi-outputs available

4 Low cost address programmer
4 Competitively priced

TONICK WATERING
Tel: 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500

Associate Member of BTLIA

Cameron

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment
to Golf Courses, Bowling Greens,
Landscapes, Horticulture.
*Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment.
*Existing Systems renovated and upgraded.
DESIGN — INSTALLATION — SERVICE
Call now for your Irrigation needs.

Cameron —
Unit 17-18 Highdown Industrial Estate,

Ringwood, Hants. BH24 IND
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296 »

IRRIGATION

@

IRRIGATION
contro
DESIGN ¢ SUPPLY
INSTALL ¢ SERVICE

New systems, system
and system refurl

Cheshiry
01606 558927

Full members of the BTLIA

IRRIGATION

Supply, install, upgrade
and repair
Plows and trenchers for

sale/hire

Irrigation and Drainage
Services Ltd
Tel: 01633 893119

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports

and Leisure Grounds
e Designede Supplied e Installed

GLEN HEAT & IRRIGATION
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

@B Tel: (01775) 722327
1 Fax: (01775) 725444

British Turf & Landscape
Irrigation Association

“Quality by Association”

Our aim is to ensure
you have the best
possible irrigation

| L system sowe
constantly monitor,
E\ /H maintain and raise
the standards of our

members.

For a full list of
members contact
David Halford

Tel: 01995 640661 or
fax: 01995 640642

Lake Construction/Liners

Liners for lakes, ponds and
storage lagoons from the

UK’s leading contractor

Comprehensive advice 4
regarding design and BIGGA
construction of water areas

GT Ltd, Wiston Road, Nayland,
Colchester, Essex CO6 4TL
Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998
Planning

MERIT 50y

ﬂ-‘%q X w\! Installation

Lining membranes and associated products for
ponds, lakes, water features and reservoirs.

Tel: 01594 529191 Fax: 01594 529413

Lake Management

 HE)

CRYSTAL
CLEAR WSP
| 100% Biological
. control of Algae with
“~~—zgditional benefits of
increased water clarity
LAKE
COLORANT WSP
Create a natural blue
| colour to lakes,

packets.
For futher Information

contact us on

10118 951 0033
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Superscreened Sphagnum Peat
for Golf Course Construction
and Maintenance
Conforms to BS4156
Weed and Pathogen Free
Provides quick and even establishment
Excellent water retention during dry periods
Reduced risk of dry patch
Consistent quality for easy handling and
mixing
Quick and reliable deliveries nationwide

Finnfibre Horticulture Ltd
Gerrard Business Centre, Worthing Road,
East Preston, West Sussex BN16 1AW

LR

*

Railway Sleepers

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

FIRST CLASS QUALITY

DELIVERY ANY AREA
Contact Sleeper Supplies

Tel/Fax: 01302 888676
Mobile: 0831 356710

Tel: 01903 859555 Fax: 01903 859666

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Arch Cottage, Bulmer, York
RABBITS MOLES SQUIRRELS
Jess Yorkshire 01653-618 763
Les Humberside 01652-659 308
Neil Newcastle 0191-489 0690

A1 CONSTRUCTION
GRADE SLEEPERS

Any quantity, delivered anywhere
also
COCKLESHELL
PATH MEDIA

Bulk loads, discounted prices

FINETURF PRODUCTS
01375 361606

WHAT PEST?

with

NO PROBLEM!
Humane Rabbit Conrol

For futher Information
contact us on

A S>> ]
RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

IST CLASS QUALITY ONLY
NOT CONSTRUCTION GRADE
FOR KEEN PRICES
CONTACT MR DAVID ROBINSON
TEL/FAX: 0161 456 7109
AT “STRIKE TOP TURF"

ph and chlorine control for turf quality
improvement. Individually designed and
mstalled dosing systems for
irrigation applications

23 Brassmill Enterprise Centre,
Brassmill Lane, Bath, Avon BA1 3JN
Tel: 01225 334838 Fax: 01225 442028

Greenturf Systems

‘!or pH Control using
“PHAIRWAY" solution contact:

S.G.l. Sales

The Oxstalls, Evesham,
Worcestershire, WR11 4TS. England.

Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769
E-mail: http://www.evenproducts.com

FREE SOIL AND WATER TESTING

Pond Maintenance

Aqua-Vive

Biological Water cleaner

Prevent algae bloom; Remove scum;
Suspended solids, Bottom sludge;
Simple to apply, completely safe for

fish, birds, animals and plants

Anchor Industries Europe; Airport Executive Park
President Way, Luton, Bedfordshire LU2 9NY

Tel: (01582) 400630 Fax: (01582) 401939

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
8[6// x '10[/ x SII

CROSSING TIMBERS
12” x 6” up to 16’ long

Price quoted for number required

Tel (01233) 625121 or 620277

Faggs Fleet

Whitfield Road,
Ashford, Kent

OAK SLEEPERS

ANY QUANTITY DELIVERED
PLEASE CALL/FAX MELVYN ON

01344 779155

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

Specialist Manufacturer and Supplier
(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top
Dressings - to all specifications including

USGA. Supplied nationwide.

Please phone for quotation

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734
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Drirkwater Sabey Lid

(EBENEZER MEARS)

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND

for Tees - Greens - Bunkers

and drainage sands and shingles

Wintersells Road. Byfleet. KT14 7AZ

01932 345616

GRUNDON

NOW SPREADING
IN YOUR AREA

Top Dressing
Bunker Sand
Root Zone
Tees Dressing
All Aggregates
Path Gravels
Cockleshell

NEW HOTLINE NUMBER:
Contact Gordon
on 01367 244078

Seats, tables, chairs,

> benches,
planters and lit
terbins made
from plantation
grown teak. Listed in
the Good Wood Guide
Send for brochure

D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road
Patchway. Bristol BS12 5TB
Tel: 0117 931 S335 Fax: 0117 931 5334

Sports Netting

SPORTS NETTING

|

0

OO0 TILDENET
ogo FEL

1| e sRAND NAmE FOR QUALTY

@ PERIMETER NETTING

@ TARGET NETS

@ ANTI BALL PLUGGING

® GRASS GERMINATION

@ ANTI DAZZLE NETTING

@ PADDED/NET BAY DIVIDERS

@ CHIPPING NET

@ PRACTICE NETS

® 'EPIC' TARGET GREEN

® BALLSTOP FENCING

| TEL: 01179 669684 |

S for |

p— 3l your \
equipment )
reqUINBIMENts ™yt~

Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee
& Practice Mat

Golf Course Furniture

Driving Range & Practice Ground
Equipment

Flooring & Pathways

Tel: 01704 571271

Fax: 01704 571272

TUPTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TEE MATS, CARRYMATS
AND PUTTING
SURFACES FROM

CARPETITION LTD

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel: (01484) 428777 Fax: (01484) 423251

= BOURNEE=

Supplying the
South of England

Manufacturers of Top
Dressings & Rootzones

Contracting Services

BOURNE AMENITY

FIRST FOR QUALITY OF
PRODUCT AND SERVICE

TEL: 01797 252298

/\

Martins

NV
©

Pinnacle m

TOP DRESSING - ROOT ZONE
MONEYSTONE BUNKER SAND
PAR-LINK PATHWAY GRAVEL

MARTIN BROTHERS

TEL: 01625 614121
FAX: 01625 618282

_®ROOTZONES *
% DIVOTMIXES *
TOP-DRESSINGS ~

@
2 SCREENED SOILS )
2 DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS &

Alan Hadley Limited, Fenton House,
102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross,
Reading, Berkshire RG7 1BJ

Tel: 0118 988 3266
Fax: 0118 988 4538

TOP DRESSERS.,

DRESS WITH
AMTEC!

For futher
Information
contact us on

0118 951 0033

THORPE TREES

Thorpe Underwood, Ouseburn, York YOS 9SR

hedge plants grown,
} supplied and planted

Woodland Grant Applications
FREE advisory visit and catalog
Golf course planting a speciality

Tel: (01423) 330977
Fax: (01423) 331348

3 Eastcote
2% Nurseries
7 (Solihull) Ltd
* Tree Spade hire
* Tree moving
* Semi mature trees
Nationwide service
Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull,
West Midlands B92 0JL
Tel: 01675 442033
Fax: 01675 442324

‘ ‘A‘ Top quality tree and
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Rolawn’

Check out
Britain ’s‘
FEinest Tur:

» ABSOLUTELY NO MINIMUM
ORDER

& PRICE PLEDGE
¥ TWO GRADES OF GREENS TURF
~ OLYMPIC RYE FREE

TEES TURF — NEW FOR 1998

~ INDEPENDENT TURF TESTING
PROGRAMME BY THE STRI
~ TOP STRI RATED CULTIVARS

¥ BRITAIN’S BEST WlE
TURFWASHING Y %
& AN
SERVICE \
s
¥ FREE FORKLIFT i
OFF-LOADING s

~ LOCAL SERVICE FROM
ROLAWN’S DEPOTS

¥ FREE LOAN OF LAYING
EQUIPMENT

v FREE SAMPLES

CALL 01904 608661
and ask for
CUSTOMER SERVICES

Quality
ol turf,
personal
Service and
outstanding

Value.

For a finer class of grass...

The independent supplier with a wide product range

of turf for all applications
Grasslands

Grasslands Turf Farm
Ashford Road, New Romney,
Kent TN28 8TH. Tel: (01797)
367130 « Fax: (01797) 367929

i lfD SOVEREIGN
¢ RF

ALL YEAR ROUND
QUALITY TURF
SALES HOTLINES: @_
Tel: 01603 746229 L st
Fax: 01603 746243 for TGA
Mob: 0850 752744  APPROVED TURF

FIR TREE FARM *+ BLAXHALL + WOODBRIGE IP12 20X

.

GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF FOR ALL
APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTED
OFFICIAL TURF PRODUCERS
TO WEMBLEY STADIUM

Please contact Head Office for more information:

THE INTURF GROUP

Regent Street * Pocklington * York YO4 2QN
Telephone 01759 304101 * Fax 01759 305229

¥ - g Ry

GROWERS
AND SUPPLIERS
OF QUALITY CULTIVATED
. TEES, GREENS AND AMENITY
A~ TURF COUNTRYWIDE

K Bl

-
O

TEL: 01427 890797
FAX: 01427 891785

TT ProTurf Ltd

NORTH CARR FARM, WEST STOCKWITH, NR
DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE DNI0 48D

Q Lawns @

Growers of Quality Turf
* Uniquely cultivated on fine
dark soils
* Next day deliveries
* Quality assured company
ISO 9002

British Field Products Limited | = ‘&
Corkway Drove, Hockwold, =
Thetford, Norfolk 1P26 4JR

Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911

(" Turt Drossings
BI BIIIIEIIIIIN
a— lllMI LTD.

TURF DRESSINGS
ROOT ZONE MIXES
SCREENED TOP SOILS
BUNKER SANDS
HORTICULTURAL
COMPOSTS

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants

Rufford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Britain's No. 1 for
QUALITY « SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Fairway House. South Stage. Broadway.
Salford Quays. Manchester M5 2UQ

Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

for Fendress Top Dressing o
* Fendress Superfine
¢* Economy Dressing
* Rootzone Mixes S
¢ Screened Fensoil ¢ Screened Peat
* Screened Loam ¢ Kiln Dried Sand
* Bunker Sands

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734

T T

FLOTATION
TURF TYRES

* Wide Flat Treads »
* Custom Made Wheels %

* New and Used available %
ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs
Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265

Vertidraining Hire

G’mnor SPORTS

South West

Verti-draining Specialists

® Overseeding @

® Stone Burying

® 4 Ton Top Dresser ®
(flotation tyres)

Competitive and Reliable

Telephone: (0117) 982 0054

Fax: (0117) 982 0052
Portview Rd, Avonmouth, Bristol BS11 9LQ

S EWARD
TURF MAINTENANCE
Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre
Gravel Banding over seeding
Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming
and Top Dressing
Phone York: 01904 765949
Freephone: 0500 432120

Alder Root Golf Club

PR

VERTIDRAINING

Competitive rates and prompt
service offered throughout the
North West
For details contact:

Ernie Lander on 01925 291919
or 0831 448817

An Independent
wons» Materials
Testing

4l e, Laboratory for
M Full range of services  Golf

including: Greenkeepers
USGA rootzone testing

Percolation rate testing

Particle size distribution
Nutrient Analyses and
pH tests [ACCREDITED

For further information call Ann Murray at
European Turfgrass Laboratories Ltd.
Tel: 01786 449195 Fax: 01786 449688

Tel: 01536 510515
BAILEYS
NORFOLK

BE

PROFESSIONAL TURF DRESSINGS
FOR THE PROFESSION
* GOLF TURF DRESSINGS
* SAND * SCREENED TOP SOIL
Deliveries nationwide
BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich,
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607
Mobile: 0850 353603

PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service
Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 200205
or Mobile 0850 612061

Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst,

Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7DL

.

Fairway Landscapes
GOLF COURSE & SPORTS GROUND
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

Overseeding « Top Dressing « Deep Hollowcoring

Greens * Tees » Bunkers * Drainage = Verti Draining

Machine Hire * Visual & Verbal References

Tel or Fax: 01726 843003 Mobile: 0468 633569

WORTH
DRAINING

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth

WORTH DRAINING
Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

ROSS OLIVER

JP’)[)I) 7| OUND CONSTRUCTION
ND MAINTENANCE
® VERTI- DRAIN for Greens and Sportsgrounds
® STONE PICKING ® RYAN HOLLOW TYNER
@ SAND SPREADERS @ DIRECT DRILLS
C.eystones. Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP
Tel: (01841) 540222 Fax: (01637) 881057

Wetting Agents

Enhance water
penetration
and aid the
fight against 0[{ / 00’; e
dry patch, 'j . -~
also stimulates %, I(’

soil microbes. Q']l“

For details and Information on our
range of DRENCHER products
s & Wetting Agents

‘!x call us on

0118 951 0033

(" Wood Chips
T
__BRYLINE LTD
Walkway fibre
used for golf paths
and walkways.

Clean, dry surface
underfoot.

\\EN

Telephone:
01604 864227 and
01604 864204

This space
could be
working for
you! Call

Jenny
now on
01347
838581
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Machinery For Sale

JOHN

(MACHINERY) LTD

Used machinery list as of 17.04.98

Kubota G1900-S c/w 54" deck £6,500
and turbo collector

Toro Greensmaster 3000 petrol (x2) £2,750

Toro Groundsmaster 117 petrol
up-front rotary mower c/w collector £1,750

Jacobsen Greensking 4 Diesel
power steering standard 8 blade units g3 og0

Toro RM216 petrol triple mower

c/w 8 blade reels £2,500
Set of 3 verti-cut units

to fit Beaver gangs £1,000
Toro Groundsmaster 72 petrol £1,000
fitted with a 72" side discharge mower A
Kubota B1750 HST fitted with

a mid mounted deck and cab £4,500
Toro Groundsmaster 322-D c/w

88" Tri-Flex Deck £2:000
Massey Ferguson 1020 G/box,

turf tyres c/w Hardi sprayer £4,250
Ransomes Motor Triple (petrol)

good condition £1,000
Toro GM3000-D Choice of 2 £3,000
Toro Greensmaster 300 (petrol) £2,000
greens mower c/w cab

Ransomes mounted 214 £2,250
hydraulic gangs

Jacobsen Tri-King 1672 diesel £1,750

3wd c/w floating heads

All prices are plus VAT

Sales: 01825 872070

Fax: 01825 872130

FLAG PINS
£5.00 EACH

FLAGS
£2.00 EACH

FULL DETAILS ON REQUEST

o 01247 814981

FOR SALE

JACOBSEN IIR 5111
ROTARY MOWER

1992 — £8,500

COTTRELL PARK, CARDIFF
CONTACT 01446 781701/781781

)
SITOP

Have you
found all the

logos yet?

VERTIDRAIN 2 METRE
C/W CASE TRACTOR

Both in good condition - can be seen working

AMAZONE GHLT120
HIGH LIFT WITH CUTTING
& SCARIFYING UNITS

SISIS 6ft LIGHTWEIGHT
MOUNTED ROLLER

TEL: 01825 740383

Deputy Head Greenkeeper
Aged 31 with 13 years experi-
ence in greenkeeping.
Qualifications achieved in City
and Guilds |, II, Ill, PA1 and
PA2A, BTEC D32, D33 certifi-
cates. Experience in all areas of
turf management and construc-
tion. Seeking new position, any
location considered.

JS/76/98

£10,500

THE PAIR (PLUS VAT)

ARC AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS
TEL: 01844 278950 FAX: 01844 279158

LLOYDS PALADIN 21"
FINE TURF MOWER

Just 8 hours demonstration use
As new condition RRP £3,075 +VAT

£2,195 +var

CHARNWOOD & HIGHMERES
TEL: O116 2375454

SiSIS birBeT

turf maintenance machinery

Various S/H, SISIS aerators,
scarifiers, top-dressers,
sweepers, seeders, etc.
available as seen or fully

refurbished by manufacturer
Hire equipment also available
Phone Douglas Boa on
01625 503030

28 yr old Fully Qualified First
Assistant with 9 yrs experience on
parkland course.
Looking to progress career to
Deputy/Head Greenkeeper
Knowledge in all aspects of
Greenkeeping including supervis-
ing and motivating other staff.
Qualifications are City & Guilds
phase 1 & 2, PA1, PA2, chainsaw
certificate , First Aid Certificate,
BIGGA Supervisory & Management
Course’s Modules 1, 2 and 5.
All locations considered.
JS/73/97

s s

Golf Course

Practical Greenkchmg by Jim Arthur

Nao o knows more:abioue polf Heen:
feepiing than ]lm r‘un whdiwitkra

Preparation Video
£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.9510 non-members

Golf Course
Reconstruction Video
£14.95 to BIGGA meémbers
£29.95 fo non-members

lly every chairinn and seniberof
1 clih green- committee, clutching
E-copy-of Practical Gr kn‘plng.
showld beat path-down fim Arthur's
urll-pmv& wroute: It could syell lead to
vation of theirgolf co L while
making rh( m look awfully clever into

1 thh\ throughout (hn U
rape; while als g as cansuliang

Golf Couise:
PRESENTATION..

Jotin Hacker and Gearge S

Ecology Book
£3.00 to BIGGA members
£7.00 to non-members

Golf Course
Presentation

s bookler is a must for all

Ecology Video
£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

Raising the

Standards of Mowing
Management Video
£14.95 fo BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

COISe man because when a
tourmament, player, or even an
amateur golfer, leaves a golf course
they semembier how it looked, not
| it pliyed ike- Merrick.
Cpurse Manager, Pening Golf
Coniplex; r\h‘qrve Portugal

providing a valuabl
auts and bolts of trad:

UPresintation 1S one-of the masl
sitipornt fenrmves for the staff to
dovole eheir time toand i
) } Doakler is full 6F ble advice”
on the right lines; his words their Juck MEMitTan, e i
finest ally: Manager, Sunningdale and Course
and Cansultant.

Setting the Standard in
Spraying Application Video
£14.95 to BIGGA members
£29.95 to non-members

BRITISH & INTERNATIONAL GOLF GREENKEEPERS ASSOCIATION, ALDWARK MANOR, ALDWARK, ALNE, YORK, YO6 2NF 01347 838581
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Recruitment

Sales Demonstrator/Instructor

In line with our policy of continued growth in the Groundscare
industry, John Deere Limited are looking for a Sales
Demonstration Instructor for the U.K. and Eire.

This position obviously entails extensive travel and will only
suit someone who is prepared to be away from home on a con-
tinual basis. Part of the responsibilities will be to plan and
undertake with the dealers an extensive demonstration pro-
gramme of the more technical products, to instruct dealer
salesmen on demonstration techniques and be able to present
machines at customer and dealer meetings.

The successful candidate is likely to have a mechanical back-
ground and aptitude and have a fair degree of knowledge of
the turf industry. It will be necessary for the candidate to live
in close proximity to its offices at Langar, Nottingham.

The salary and fringe benefits are those to be expected of a
large, multi-national corporation and include a Company vehi-
cle, free life assurance, contributory pension scheme, etc.

Applications may be obtained from:

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE

ﬁ\ Mrs. G. Bailey, Personnel Administrator, John Deere Limited,
) Langar, Nottingham NH13 9HT Tel: 01949 863230

PROFESSIONAL GRASS
MACHINERY MECHANIC

Due to continued expansion in our grass machinery division we have a position
at each of our depots at Reading and Tetbury for an experienced mechanic.

farmura

Candidates should have a thorough understanding of hydraulics, and a
knowledge of Ransomes, Cushman & Ryan machines would be an advantage

Successful applicants will enjoy excellent conditions and training as one
would expect from a leading supplier in the industry.

Northern
Territory
Manager

Please apply in writing with a C.V. to PF. Smith at T.H. White Ltd,
Knockdown, Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8QY

@ THWHITE

Over 150 Years of Service

Farmura Environmental is looking for an
ambitious, self motivated Territory Manager to
cover the North of England and Scotland to

further expand and develop an established
customer base for their range of liquid fertilisers, RICI'IINGS PARK GOLF AND COUNTRY CLIIB
soil conditioners and specialist turf enhancement

products.

require a

Applicants should have a good knowledge of turf QUALIFHED GREENKEEPER
culture and be committed to the sale of organic
and environmental products to a distributor

network, golf courses, local authorities and other
professional users.

Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of modern greenkeeping
and have a thorough knowledge of greens machinery and maintenance.

A competitive salary is being offered together
with company car and other benefits.

Applicants will preferably hold PA1 and PA2 Spraying certificates.
Please write in the first instance with c.v. to: Apply in confidence with a full CV to :-
The Managing Director, Farmura Ltd., Stone Hill, 2 ey - - :
Egerton, Ashford, Kent. TN27 9DU. Course Manager, Richings Park Golf & Country Club,
Tel: 01233 756241 North Park, Iver, Bucks, SL0O 9DL
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Recruitment

NI Rese] | | ELLESMERE GOLF CLUB

Has a vacancy for an

s ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Excellent conditions of employment include:-

Pension, bonuses, clothing, overtime and BIGGA rates of pay.
Must be experienced. NVQ Level 2 or equivalent.
Please apply in writing to:- PA1A, PA2 and PAG6 preferred.
Mr H Morgan, Course Manager, Wildernesse Club Apply in writing with full CV to;
Park Lane, Seal, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 0JE
The Secretary, Alan Chapman, Ellesmere GC, Old Clough Lane,

Worsley, Manchester, M27 THZ. Tel: 0161 7990554

LEE PARK GOLF CLUB LTD EPSOM GOLF CLUB

ESTABLISHED 1889

An established 18 Hole Downland course requires an

SECREIARY/MANAGER | | 4 sSISTANT GREENKEEPER

require a

Knowledge of golf essential.
Salary negotiable. The candidate must be experienced to NVQ Level 2 or
equivalent (PAla, PA2 and PA6 preferred).
Applications in Writing with full CV to: A thorough knowledge of machinery maintenance would be an advantage.
Salary - BIGGA rates apply. No accommodation available.
The Honorary Secretary, LEE PARK GOLF CLUB LTD. o T S I
: : ease apply i writing wit to: The secretary, Epsom Goli Club,
Childwall Valley Road, Liverpool L27 3YA Longdown Lane South, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 4JR by May 30, 1998

CANONS COURT GOLF COURSE
‘requires a

ASSISTANT COURSE MANAGER HEAD GREE EPER

An excellent opportunity has arisen for an ambitious greenkeeper at this prestigious 36
hole golf complex, host to PGA European Tours Pre-Qualifying School and Hippo Tour.
The successful applicant will be qualified to at least NVQ level 3 or equivalent, possess
PAI, PA2 and PAGa spraying certificates and have a minimum of § years experience.
They will be responsible for the daily running of both golf courses and will need to

demonstrate an ability to lead, motivate and organise staff. A knowledge of irrigation
systems, machinery and sand-based constructed greens would be an advantage.

Experienced in all aspects of Greenkeeping, with the ability to
work on own initiative and advise owners on the future
development and improvement of this popular 9 hole course.

Apply in writing together with CV and salary expectation to:

Applications in writing with full CV to: Karen Mulvagh, Personnel Manager,
Five Lakes Hotel Golf and Country Club, Colchester Rd, Tolleshunt Knights, Maldon, Alan Webb. General Manager Canons Court, Bradley Green
Essex. CM9 8HX. Tel: 01621 868388. i ? : > ;
" 1 Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire. GL12 7PN

The closing date for applications is May 20, 1998.

MAESTEG GOLF CLUB INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITION OF T ADMARTON HEATH GOLF CLUB

COURSE MANAGER Applications are invited for an
Experience in all aspects of modern course management would ASSIST ANT GREENI{EEPER

be an advantage, together with all relevant qualifications.

The successful applicant will be required to work alongside an established A o¢ 20-30 vears

team, possess the ability to lead and motivate staff, organise and control ERIaNge el Yedis,

work programmes and set realistic working budgets. The ideal candidate must be enthusiastic and mechanically minded.

This superb 18 hole mountain course offers the type of challenge which PA1, PA2 and PAG preferred.
would suit a dedicated and innovative worker.

Salary and conditions are negotiable, accommodation is not provided.

Applications in writing by 31st May 1998 with C.V. to:-

Applications in writing with current C.V.

The Secretary, Maesteg Golf Club, Mount Pleasant, To: Brian Owen, Course Manager, Tadmarton Heath Golf Club,
Neath Road, Maesteg CF34 9PR Wigginton, Banbury, Oxon. OX15 SHL
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Recruitment

# South Bucks

District Council

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE

Farnham Park & The Lanes Golf Courses

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Salary - Local Grade 4 £15,093 - £16,797
(Weekend overtime required on a rota basis)

The above are an 18 and 9 hole municipal golf course respectively.
The post requires an individual experienced in all aspects of greenkeep-
ing/horticultural work with a sound knowledge of modern maintenance
equipment. No accommodation is available with this post and salary will

be commensurate with experience. The Council is committed to providing,
where appropriate, training and development for its staff.

Application forms and further details are available by telephoning the
Personnel Unit on 01753 676287 (24-hour answerphone) or by writing to
the Personnel Officer, South Bucks District Council, Council Offices,
Windsor Road, Slough SL1 2HN.

The closing date for applications is 18 May 1998. (a)

INVESTOR [N PEOPLE

THE AUTHORITY OPERATES A NO SMOKING POLICY

MURRAYFIELD GOLF CLUB LIMITED

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Murrayfield Golf Club invites applications
for the position of Head Greenkeeper.

The Club, which is situated within two miles of Edinburgh city centre, is
embarking on a long term programme to improve the course and has
recently made a major investment in new equipment.

The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate an excellent record of
greenkeeping on a course with high standards and be familiar with the
latest greenkeeping technology.

A competitive salary will be negotiated and accommodation
may be made available nearby.

Applications in writing with full C.V. to

The Secretary,
Murrayfield Golf Club Limited,
43 Murrayfield Road,
Edinburgh,

EH12 6EU

4
RICE

COOKRIDGE
EALE

GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Circa £20,000

Cookridge Hall Golf and Country Club are currently seeking to
appoint a new Head Greenkeeper. The course at Cookridge Hall
was originally constructed in 1992 to the highest specification
(USA greens and full Rainbird fairway irrigation system).
The property is now owned by First Leisure Plc and comprises an
18 hole championship course, a 40,000 sq ft health and fitness
club and a floodlit driving range.

The position would suit either an existing Head Greenkeeper or
First Assistant Greenkeeper with a minimum of 2 years experience

in that position. Applications should include a full C.V. and hand
written letter of introduction addressed in the first instance to :-

Mr Steve Rees, General Manager, Cookridge Hall
Cookridge Lane, Leeds, LS16 SNL

Applications close on the 15th of May 1998

CAPDERPERA GOLF CLUB

requires a

COQURSE
MANAGER

A thorough knowledge of modern
Greenkeeping practices will be required
together with a wide experience of equipment,
machinery and irrigation systems.

Management responsibilities include
leading team of experienced employees,
controlling budgets, knowledge of the
spanish language an advantage.

Applications with CV to :-

Capderpera Golf, PO Box 202,
Arta 07570, Mallorca
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Sandy McDivot, Head Greenkeeper at Sludgecombe Pay
and Play, discusses the pros and cons of consultants,

and outlines how to get advice from them...

There is, in this world, a boom
industry that seems to be for ever
growing. It may not lay claim to being
the oldest profession as that particular
tag has apparently been applied to
some other vocation but it may lay
claim to being the second. One can
imagine the scenario; Neanderthal
man decides to go into business sell-
ing a particular product or service. As
soon as they find their first punter
and manage to tell of their successes
there appears from out of the wood-
work someone that says, “Sure you're
doing it that way, but if you do it this

way you can treble your prof-

its in the first two weeks

and what’s more I will

only take 10% to

start with.” I am, of course, talking of
the consultant.

In our industry we have a veritable
profusion of these that come under

the heading of Golf Course
Agronomists. In the old days there
were but a tiny few in number. Take
away Uncle Jim who appears to have
been going for several centuries now
and a few at Bingley and there was
nothing to chose from. But over the
years as golf has increased in popu-
]an'ty it scems as though every Dave,

Jack and George is scttin¥ up busi-

ness as an expert in the field.

The problem would appear to be
that there are so many dif%ering ways
of going about the task of maintain-
ing a golf course and indeed so many
different types of course. We used to

have the old push up

golf course that
was built
decades ago out
of what ever
was at hand.
Now we have
the sand based
construction
and all its
derivations.
Some advise a
lean and hungry
approach, oth-
ers are more will-
ing to use every
type of nutrient
going in an effort
to keep optimum

4
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growth of the grass. Many have there
own particular secret that they apply
to all courses while others are willing
to use any golf course as a kind of lab-
oratory in which to carry out their
trials of a new theory that they may
have.

There is one thing that puzzles me
about the increase in agronomists
over the years. It appears to be a pecu-
liar paradox that in the old days when
to be quite honest there was nothing
like the knowledge of greenkeeping
that there is now, there appears to be
a greater demand for the adviser. |
mean lets face it, when I came into
greenkeeping many years ago there
was little in the way of education, and
nothing in the way of available infor-
mation compared to nowadays. Some
of the Head Greenkeepers that [ used
to work for knew about as much
about greenkeeping as 1 do about
nuclear physics. First year students of
nowadays would wipe the floor with
some and I stress some of those old
Head Greenkeepers whose standard
qualification would be to talk with a
strange provincial dialect and to be
able to wield a scythe. In those thank-
fully far off days I could well under-
stand committees bringing in advisers
every so often so as to give the man in
charge a rough idea of what a golf
course should look like. But these
days it appears that despite the rela-
tive huge improvement in knowledge
and understanding, the agronomists
are as busy as ever. I can only put this
strange anomaly down to a sign of the
times. I do not think it is a lack of
trust but just a general acceptance
that consultants are called in for any-
thing that would appear to the pre-
sent day layman as being in the least
bit technical. That \\'()ul(% explain why
secretaries, stewards and pros do ne
have their own consultants broug
in, ie their jobs are not in the least |
technical.

'So what type of agronomists =
there. Well broadly I have worked ¢
that they fall into four main grov



1) those who take advice. 2) those
who do not give advice. 3) those who
give advice. 4) Those who give bad
advice.

The best of these for Head
Greenkeepers is the first of these ie
those who take advice. If you're lucky
enough to get one of these agrono-
mists then your whole quality of life
can be improved. This is the agrono-
mist who comes along to your course
once or twice a year and wanders
round while you tell him what you
have been doing, what you intend to
do and why. He then goes back to his
HQ and writes up a report detailing
exactly what you L)ave said. Everyone
is happy. He's happy as he gets regu-
lar employment, you're happy as you

et back up and the committee are
ﬁas)py as they get a nice, neat report
full of technicalities that they will
never understand. If you're very lucky
you can actually get this type of
agronomist to ask the question “do
you wish me to put any of the follow-
ing in my report a) new machinery, b)
new staff, ¢) all expenses trip to
GCSAA  annual bash etc...?”
Marvellous, and yet so simple.

Then we have the second type of
agronomist, those that give no advice.
T%:is type can be a very useful stress
relieving tool for the present day
greenkeeper. As we all know; in order
to achieve good results in the long
term, we have to endure bad results in
the short term. Aeration, top dressing,
scarification, feeding you name it,
they all result in a temporary deterio-
ration in quality. This is when the
above agronomist comes in to his
own. The committee or the members
ask the perennial question “why do
you have to do that just when the
greens were getting nice?” to which
the greenkeeper can reply “because
the agronomist says so” and there on
the agronomists report is written hol-
low tine and top dress in the spring,
apply 8:0:0 in the summer etc.. etc....

Now this to the average greenkeep-
er is not exactly an earth shattering
new theory on the maintenance of
fine turf but it does keep the unedu-
cated masses that like to clutter up
our fairways, happy that their over-
paid Head Greenkeeper is getting use-
}ul guidance. There is an additional
advantage to be gained from this type
of agronomist in that his report con-
tains just enough jargon to keep the
golfers respect of their greenkeepers.
After all there are not many commit-
tee men or ladies, let alone plebeian
members who have an earthly of what
8:0:0 is.

The third type of agronomist can be
a little more dangerous. This type like
to get above their status and give us
advice on how to do things. Don't get
me wrong, it can be well meaning
advice but because they have never
been greenkeepers themselves it can
be totally impractical. Let me give you
an example. I have got a report from
an agronomist that advises I hollow

e my greens and fill up the holes

ith pure sand to Smm from the sur-

ice. I then top dress to the surface
ith regular 80:20 so as to facilitate an
erseeding programme. Now I am

“t sure what planet this particular

onomist was on and what sort of
witational pull it has, but here on

Earth one cannot simply back fill with
sand to Smm of the surface. Some
holes get filled up and others are left
pretty much empty, which ever way
one does it. So we top dressed with
plenty of sand and they all filled up
right to the surface. It was the only
thing that was practical. At
Sludgecombe Pay and Play I am
blessed with a couple of owners whose
only interest in my department is the
spending side, 1 have no é;veens com-
mittees to worry about and so this sort
of report does me no harm what so
ever. However at clubs that have those
dreadful committee members that
want to get involved, it could be a
problem. They may insist that the
agronomists advice is followed to the
letter and ask searching questions
when it is not.

The fourth type of agronomist is the
worst and, I am glad to say;, a relative-
ly rare breed. These are the ones who
not only insist on giving advice but

ive bad advice. For example I have
ﬁcard of a so called agronomist that
basically advises severe monthly scari-
fication followed by a heavy; pure sand
top dressing. He claims that slit tining
does no good what so ever and has a
fervent belief in applying vast quanti-
ties of calcified seaweed. The problem
is, he peddles these theories directly to
the greens committees and course
owners and they being complete lay-
men when it comes to turf mainte-
nance fall for his smooth verbal deliv-
ery and outlandish claims. In one case
where a friend of mine was involved,
the course owner accused my friend of
trying to pull the wool over his eyes
when he disagreed with this particular
agronomists advice. The result was the
owner took side with the agronomist
and my friend found it necessary to
find employment elsewhere which I
am glad to say he did successfully.

In another case, previously docu-
mented in this magazine, the commit-
tee forced the Head Greenkeeper to
action this same agronomists advice.
As this course was a prestigious links
course with &ssociatcclJ fine turf it was
not long before the regular scarifica-
tions, sand smothering and huge pH
increases from the ca%ciﬁed seaweed
took its toll and the greens effectively
gave up the ghost and died. However,
as is so often the case, the committee
once again took the side of the agron-
omist and the Head Greenkeeper was
given the blame and the sack. He
managed to get a favourable settle-
mentgbut such a blow can destroy a
career for good.

I must not however get too cynical
about agronomists. As I wrote earlier
they can and often are, a great asset to
the greenkeeper. However, 1 think the
funfamental problem with them is
that they are called in by committees
once or twice a year to advise and
often advice is the last thing that is
needed. Sometimes its best just to
keep things simple and let the green-
keepers get on with it and the best
agronomists are the ones that in the
right circumstances do just that. So if
you're looking for a good agronomist
that can help you, then my advice
would be to look around, look at there
track history, talk to other greenkeep-
ers that have used them and, remem-
ber, they are there to help us.

Professional
mowers for
professional
users

Roller mowers
* 1.8m and 2.4m widths

Finishing mowers

Full details from: WESSEX Machinery

Sales Co., Trading Estate, Oakhanger Road,

Bordon, Hants GU35 9HH
Telephone: 01420 478111

With over 20,000 installations throu

hout USA and Canada,

=

ConVault is the premium above ground vaulted fuel storage

tank system available today. Hundreds of private and public

golf courses are satisfied that ConVault is the safest and most
economical solution to their storage problems.

Offering ability to customise installations, highly competitive
prices and a unique design which eliminates the need for
evacuation and bunding, no wonder ConVault is the first

choice of golf course management.

ConVault’s UL2085 listed design
is engineered for safety, addressing
strict environmental and fire safety

requirements.
Capacity from 2,000-16,000 litres.

CALL TODAY for details
or a copy of our brochure.

hitp://www.breton.co.uk

Fﬂl.l\ ’n! TE

BRETON PRECAST LIMITED
122-126 DUNCRUE STREET
BELFAST BT3 9AR

TEL: +44 (0)1232 351711

FAX: +44 (0)1232 754053
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Feature i
from April

April "96; Brush Cutters; Ear
Defenders; Forest of Arden Golf &
Country Club; Golf in Asia; Turf
Production; Environment

May '96; Aeration; Lingdale GC;
Pumps; Security and Vandalism;
Furniture and Fittings; Risk Assessment

June "96; Compaction; Seacroft GC;
Education; Health and Safety;
Architecture - East Herts GC; Fighting
Annual Meadow Grass

July '96; Loaders, diggers and exca-
vators; Royal Lytham GC; Protective
Clothing; Modern Apprenticeships;
Irrigation
August "96; Turf Tissue Analysis;
Environmental Communication;
Assessors; Tee Mats

'96; Budgeting;
Greenkeeping in Finland; Kings Acre
GC; Grinding; Role of Training
Providers; Blowers
October '96; Drainage;
The Wentworth Club
November "96; Iigation Equipment;
St Andrews; The Oaks GC; Engines
December '96; Maintenance
Facilities; History of the Mower;
Mentmore Golf and Country Club

January '97; Trees; Tenby GC;
Communication; Addressing the inbal-
ance in Sports Turf ; Hiring Equipment
February '97; Attending to the
Details; Computers; Fertilisers;
Rudding Park

March '97; Making Machinery Last;
Computers; Irrigation; Musselburgh
Old Links; STRI; Defining Playing
Performance; Compact Tractors
April '97; Turf Quality; The London
Club; Computers; Electric Greens
Mower; Course Accessories; Ecology;
Aerators

May '97; Data Tagging; Naunton
Downs GC; Alternative Spikes;
Suspended Water Table Greens;
Shallow Aerators; Working in Germany
June '"97; Drought Survival;

Cooden Beach; Monitoring the
Weather; Slitters

July '97; Royal Troon GC; Speed of
Putting Surfaces; Mowers

August "97; Maintenance Facilities;
Heather Management; Bunker Rakes;
Workshops; Architecture; Kedleston
Park GC

September '97; Accident Reporting;
Greens Mowers; Valderrama GC; Links
Courses

October "97; Environment;
Recruitment; Abbeydale GC;

Rough Mowers; Soil Analysis
November '97; Environment
Competition; Bank Cutting;

Risk Assessment; Pumps

December '97; Seed Development;
Longhirst Hall GC; Toro Awards;
Fertiliser Spreaders; Communication
January '98; FEGGA Conference;
Buying Power Equipment; Elmwood
GC; Mobile Phones; Traffic
Management; Spraying; Environment
February '98; BTME Review;
Overseeding; Royal Mid Surrey GC;
Drainage; Thatch

March '98; Trees, Golf Course
Accessories, News from GCSAA,
Leamington & County GC, Trevor
Smith's BTME Talk

April '98; Gleneagles Hotel,
Compact Tractors, Environment,
Protective clothing, Rain bird,
Internet
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At the end of March I had the
pleasure of attending the North
West seminar at Mere Golf &
Country Club in Cheshire. The day
was organised by my old friend Bert
Cross‘%en and 1 go back a long way,
to our army days, both serving in
the Kings Regiment in Korea in the
early '50s. So we had much to talk
about over dinner the night before
and very enjoyable it was too. The
seminar had to be good to match the
luxurious venue, and so it proved to
be. The papers given by all the
speakers were excellent, covering
new courses from Scotland to Saudi
Arabia, although I prefer the
Scottish version to the desert where
golf just doesn’t seem right. They
were all very interesting. There were
also papers on nutritional values
and pest control which gave the day
a nice balance. The attendance of
about 100 delegates, many of whom
were trade people, must have been
gratifying to Bert and his commit-
tee, but sent a clear message to the
greenkeepers who did not turn out.
You don’t know what your missing!
A message which seems to echo
many educational events.

Why are we green-
keepers so backward at
coming forward. When
it comes to education it
always seems to be the
same 10 to 20% who
attend and want to
learn. Every greenkeep-
er has a duty to him or
herself to keep up to
date with the ever
changing trend of our
industry. We may have
been to college recently
or in the distant past,
but no one will ever
know it all and as pro-
fessional people we owe
it to our clubs to keep in
constant touch with
what’s going on.

BIGGA run management courses
both at Aldwark and out in the
regions along with a National
Conference, workshops and BTME
seminar programmes, plus on your
doorstep the sections and regions
run their own educational events
just for our benefit, all of which take
a lot of time and effort to organise.
Why is it that such a small percent-
age attend?

Education is the key to success. All
we need to do is look around us and
see how many excellent young
greenkeepers have taken this route
to bigger, better and higher profile
jobs, %%u they have had to worE at it.
It’s worth remembering that success
only comes before work in one place
— the dictionary. The association
plays its part, all we have to do is
turn up and learn. Having let off
steam and put the ball firmly in your
court, if there is anything you feel
the association can do for the bene-
fit of greenkeepers and their educa-
tion, please let us know and we will
try to help.

On the golf course, May is the
month we start to see results of all
the work put in through last winter

as the turf starts to thicken up and
playing conditions improve. For my
part I am looking forward to visiting
many courses and seeing old friends.
My first trip will be to Penrith for
the Cumbria Cup on May 20. The
National Tournament this year will
be at Letham Grange in Scotland. I
know that it's a long way for mem-
bers in the south of England, but I
can assure you it will be worth the
trip. Scotts, our sponsors have made
a big effort on your behalf, and
along with your staff and National
Board the whole profile of the tour-
nament will be raised over the next
few years. So do try to be a part of
it and let’s see if you have it in you
to be a champion. Scotts really do
deserve your support, they certainly
have mine, so if you think you can
beat me, have a go.

The staff at HQ have just gone
through a period of change. Last
month we reported the sad loss of
Janet, our Membership Services
Officer and Amanda from advertis-
ing. Janet’s post has been filled by
Tracey Maddison who I am sure will
do a good job. Now Emma, who is
also moving away, and Karen are
both leaving our employment, but |
can assure you all that there is a
good and sound morale within HQ
and the vacancies will soon be filled.

On a happier note our new build-
ing is coming along very well and we
can look to completion with a great
deal of pride and excitement.

Gordon Ch
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SPENDING TOO MUGH
ON YOUR FINE TURF SUPPLIES?

DON’T WASTE MONEY
ON OVER-PRIGED FERTILISER

HIGH QUALITY FERTILISER
AND SEED - AT PRIGES
THAT WON'T BE BEATEN

YOU GAN'T FIND BETTER VALUE FOR MONEY

r n E GALL US WITH YOUR LOWEST QUOTE
ON OUR FREEPHONE NUMBER, AND

TIRB AL  LE7US LOWER IT FVEN FURTHER!

0800 731 7287

-5‘-; @O, Ltd. 108 Penfold Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN14 8PF Fax: 01903 203242 Free phone: 0800 731 7287
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Crystal Clear WSP™ is a non-toxic concentrated
microbial based lake clarifier. Crystal Clear WSP™ will
biodegrade nutrients, organic matter and hydrocarbons
reducing surface scum, algae blooms and silt build up,
improving water clarity and quality. Each gram of Crystal
Clear WSP™ contains 4 billion CFU’s (Conlony Forming
Units) of a proprietary blend of 17 bacillus bacterial
strains. Crystal Clear will not only control algae, water
clarity, methane and sulphide odours, but will also reduce
silt levels by up to 30cm per year.

Crystal Clear WSP™ is available in no-mess water
soluble packets for easy application. It is non-toxic and is
completely harmless to human, animal and aquatic life.
And fully compatible with all aquatic colorants. For initial
application each WSP will treat 250m’ of water, with a
maintenance rate of | WSP per 1500m® every 2-4 weeks.

Crystal Clear is also now available in a 10kg pail for
economical treatment of large areas.
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Lake Colourant WSP™ js both
inexpensive and also the easiest way to
create natural looking blue water.
Available in no-mess water soluble
packets, Lake Colourant WSP™ involves
no pre-measuring, simply add the pack
to the water feature for rapid colouring
Lake Colourant WSP™ js ideal for use in
lakes, ponds, water hazards and large
fountains. Lake Colourant reduces the
amount of sunlight penetrating the
water consequently reducing
photosynthesis and thus acting as a
non-toxic, natural suppressant of
aquatic'weeds.

Lake Colourant WSP™ js available in
cases of 6 WSP’. Each will treat 1500m’.

Full Range of
Aquatic equipment is also
available from Rakes,

Thermometers and Meters.

http://www.AmenityTechnology.com =
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