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Why Pick on 
Lawnmowers? 
You haven't by any chance been following the 

debate about the admission by the manufacturer 
that faulty replacement hips have been fitted to 
unwitting patients over the last few years and 
how these poor people are going to have to go 
through the pain and stress of having them 
removed and replaced? 

Now you may be wondering what on earth I'm 
doing using your magazine to talk about hip 
replacements. I wouldn't blame you and, believe 
me, I wouldn't have chosen to open with such a 
subject if it hadn't been for something I read in a 
paper recently 

A health spokesman was quoted as saying that 
there was more quality assurance involved in the 
manufacture of a lawnmower than there was in 
the production of a new hip. 

My first thought was to think what good pub-
licity it was for all the makers of grass guzzlers 
among our friends in the industry - at long last a 
bit or recognition. 

Then I thought a bit longer. Why were lawn-
mowers chosen to make such a comparison? 
Surely they could have said the same about tele-
vision sets, or washing machines, or even bicy-
cles. 

Then it dawned on me. To the general public 
the comparison, "there is more quality assurance 
involved in the manufacture or a Rolls Royce 
than there is in the production of a new hip" 
would have carried no weight. "So what" would 
have been the cry. It needed to be something 
deemed frivolous to make the analogy work. 

Why was a lawnmower used? Because, obvious-
ly by some, it is perceived to be a mundane, bog 
standard, piece of garden machinery with no real 
importance in the scheme of things whatever. 
That's why. 

I'll put money on the fact that the person who 
brought lawnmowers into the debate about hip 
replacements knows nothing about what it takes 
to produce the machines which cut late 20th cen-
tury grass. If he did, he would have chosen some-
thing else with which to make his perfectly valid 
health safety point. 

The sophistication now employed in even the 
most basic of mowers would leave John Logie 
Baird and Isambard Kingdom Brunei gasping in 
admiration while, if the idea for hydrostatic drive 
had popped into Archimedes' brain while in the 
bath, he may have leapt out and charged through 
the town, dripping and naked, shouting 
"Eureka!" for a totally different reason. The lawns 
of Syracuse would have been the most manicured 
in Sicily. Who says I don't do any research! 

Additionally, isn't the fact that you can have 
seven or eleven blade reels spinning at blurring 
speed on modern mowers reason enough to 
ensure that quality assurance and health and 
safety is uppermost in the production process? 

The domestic and amenity machin-
ery industry, a multi-million con-

tributor to Britain's economy, 
deserves more than to be 

used as the stooge in an 
unrelated argument. 

Pick on something real-
ly pointless next time, 
like roller blades or 
virtual reality games. 
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S i e r r a b l e n 
A range of 10 controlled release 
fertilizers incorporating Scotts 
unique resin and Poly S coating 
technologies in a choice of 
analysis, granule size and longevity 
to provide sustained growth, 
recovery and colour from 3 to 9 
months. 

S i e r r a f o r m 
A range of six slow release 
fertilizers incorporating Scotts 
unique methylene urea technology 
in homogeneous, mini-granular 
form providing quick granule 
breakdown and consistent growth 
without flushes, over a 6 to 8 week 
period. 

S i e r r a s o l 
A range of 4 water soluble 
fertilizers incorporating high 
nutrient content analysis with trace 
elements and with or without 
soluble seaweed. 
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Supported by one of the largest 
focussed turfgrass research organisa-
tions in the world, Scotts is a leading 
manufacturer of controlled release, 
slow release and water soluble 
fertilizers. New technologies have 
been created and applied to a range 
that has redefined the industry 
standard for consistency, performance 
and reliability, whatever the type of 
golf course. 

From low maintenance links and 
heathland to heavy wear parkland 
and high input USGA specification 
courses, Scotts have the formula for 

Scotts Turf & Amenity 
Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane, Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. 

Telephone: (0870) 6039146 
® registered trademark of The Scotts Company, Scotts-Sierra Horticultural Products Company and Subsidiaries 

optimum turf condition - whatever 
the season, whatever the budget. 

And we're not just about fertilizers. 
Scotts manufacture a range of 
quality spreaders led by the R-8A 
Professional Rotary with the 
exclusive Helical Cone™ regulator. 
Accurate and even application is 
guaranteed. 

Add to these turf products the 
services we offer, including free soil 
analysis and fertilizer programme 
recommendations, and you have the 
complete package. 

That's the Scotts Difference. 

PARKLAND LINKS 

HEATHLAND 
The Scotts Difference 

USGA SPEC. 

Whatever your type of course 

Scotts can figure it out 



They won't wriggle out of 
this one... 
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Turf managers 'cure-all' with dual 

recommendations for the control 

of surface casting worms AND 

leatherjackets. 

• Safe and effective on all turf types 
including fine and semi-fine turf. 

• Unique formulation - simple to use 

• Proven reliability - the professionals 

choice for 10 years. 

Castaway Plus smooths out the problem of worm casts 

fP RHÔIME-POULENC 
AMENITY 
Rhône-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301116 Fax 01277 301119. 
CASTAWAY PLUS CONTAINS THIOPHANATE-METHYL AND LINDANE. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05327) 
CASTAWAY IS A REGISTERED TRADE MARK OF RHÔNE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD. © RHÔNE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD 1997. 

For details of your nearest Rhône-Poulenc distr ibutor, call (01277) 301 I 16 



Lasting memory for 
the BIGGA library 

Parker Hart acquired by Rigby Taylor 

Norman Robb, National Chairman of the IOG, is pictured (left) with 
Ken Richardson, (right) and Gerry Wilkins. 

BIGGA's library was fu r ther 
enhanced when Gerry Wilkins, 
Chairman of the British Turf and 
Landscape Irrigation Association 
(BTLIA), presented two copies of 
the 'Turf Irrigation Manual ' to 
BIGGA Education and Training 
Manager, Ken Richardson, during 
BTME. BTLIA make an annual 
award to selected organisations, 
each year, in memory of John 
Shildrick, who had a great influ-
ence on the development of the 
Association, the Turfgrass Industry 
and on the development of formal 
education within the Industry. 

In thanking Gerry, Ken stated 
that the books would do much to 
help in the education and training 
of greenkeepers, help to develop 
the links between BIGGA and 
BTLIA and to ensure that John's 
name would be long remembered 
into the future. 

Rigby Taylor has acquired the 
sales operations of its sister com-
pany, Parker Hart of Worcester 
Park, and will fully integrate the 
business in the South of England. 
The combined business will trade 
as Rigby Taylor with immediate 
effect under the direction of David 
Morgan, Regional Managing 
Director of Rigby Taylor Limited. 

Parker Hart will cont inue its 
sportsground contracting and turf 
machinery repair activities from 
its existing premises at Worcester 
Park, Surrey 

The fifth Hayter Awards d inner 
was held on Tuesday 2 0 t h 
January, the eve of BTME, at the 
St George Hotel in Harrogate. 

This popular event has fast 
become one of the highlights on 
the dealer calendar with Hayter 
dealerships being represen ted 
from throughout the world. 

Overseas guests were welcomed 
from Italy, Holland, Sweden and 
USA. and various guests f rom 
BIGGA. Executive Direc tor of 
the Association, Neil T h o m a s , 
accompanied by his wife, Elaine, 
took time out of a busy week to 
at tend, together wi th G o r d o n 
and Marion Child. 

Various changes in management 
responsibilities wi thin the 
Southern region of Rigby Taylor 
take place as part of this reorgani-
sation. Bernard Tomlin is promot-
ed to the position of Regional 
Sales Director and Rodger Bowles 
to Regional Field Sales Manager. 
Mike Ring and Chris Sharp are 
promoted to the position of Area 
Manager. Clive Williams, having 
tendered his resignation, has left 
the Company to pursue other 
interests. 

C o m m e n t i n g on the moves 

Gordon, as incoming Cha i rman 
of BIGGA presented the awards. 

U K Top Dealer of the Year 
award went , for the second t ime 
running , to Gibson Mach ine ry 
Sales, with Stuar t Mercer accept-
ing the award on behalf of his 
company. Runner up in this cate-

?ory was Douglas Ewan of 
owershift . 
The Overseas Award for 1997 

was presented to John O'Flynn 
and Pat Geaney in recognition of 
the i r cons iderab le success in 
Ireland with the Hayter product . 

The Out s t and ing Dealer award 
is always widely contes ted , and is 
p r e s e n t e d t o dealers w h o m 

Bernard Hedley, Cha i rman of 
Rigby Taylor said "We are confi-
dent that by combining the sales 
and d is t r ibut ion opera t ions of 
Parker Har t with those of Rigby 
Taylor we can fur ther improve the 
already excellent service we offer 
to customers in the South of 
England and fur ther strengthen 
our ability to bring innovative 
products to the market for both 
ameni ty turf use and industrial 
weed control through our rela-
t ionships with the world's leading 
chemical companies." 

Hayte r feel should be recognised 
for their work on our behalf over 
the year. This opens the category 
up to all sizes of companies and is 
no t judged purely on sales. This 
year s award went to Geo. Brown 
Implements , of Leighton Buzzard, 
wi th special men t ion to their rep-
resentative, Steve Lee. 

Further awards were made dur-
ing the ceremony in recognition 
of the work and dedicat ion on 
our behalf by several individuals 
dur ing 1997. These were Steve 
George of BS Mowers in Bristol, 
Michael Smith from' Irish Farm & 
Garden and Ernst Myer based in 
Germany. 

STRI join 
forces with 
Robin Hume 

STRI Ltd have formed an alliance 
with Robin Hume Associates to pro-
vide a comprehensive irrigation con-
sultancy to complement their exist-
ing turf agronomy services. 

Irrigation has always been an 
important aspect of managing sports 
turf but with the droughts and water 
restrictions in recent years coupled 
with rising water costs, it has 
become a major issue for many golf 
clubs. The new irrigation consultan-
cy service is particularly appropriate 
for golf clubs contemplating expan-
sion or improvements to their exist-
ing systems but it will also be applic-
able to other sports facilities. STRI 
Ltd and Robin Hume Associates can 
provide a full appraisal of irrigation 
needs and the associated agronomic 
factors to ensure efficient and cost 
effective use of the water available. 

Dick's Bourne free 
Dick Reid, Director of Bourne 

Amenity, is going it alone. 
He explained tha t he has learnt a 

great deal about the industry over 
the last seven years and he believes 
that has enabled him to offer the 
range of quality products and ser-
vices tha t the industry demand. 

The t rading address for Reid 
Ameni ty is: Sherne Cottage, 
Kilndown,Cranbrook, Kent T N I 7 
2RT. Tel/Fax 01892 890666 

Congratulations! 
Derrick Johnstone, of Cardross Golf 

Club, has been named Student of the 
Year at Langside College. Derrick, 20, 
is currently doing his H N C in Golf 
Course Management at the college. 

Back together... 
All companies within the Inturf 

Group have been amalgamated and 
now trade as Turfgrass Services 
International Ltd. For more infor-
mat ion contact Inturf , Regent 
Street, Pocklington,Y04 2QN Tel: 
01759 304101. 

I use > 
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It's tailor-made to 

suit my needs 
Steve Dixon, Kingsknowe GC 

Outstanding efforts rewarded 
at Hayter Awards dinner 



Rain won't 
stop play 

An award with a silver lining 
AT BTME Allen Power Equip-

ment Ltd was presented with a 
plaque by the National Mower 
Company, USA, in recognition of 
25 year's of National/Allen associa-
tion in the UK. 

National design durable grass cut-
ting machines specifically for the 
golf course market and their range 
includes National 84 powered by a 
Briggs & Stratton 16hp twin 
"Vanguard" engine and National 
68DL with a 7.5hp Kawasaki 4 
cycle engine. 

Peter Jefferis, Managing Director 
of, Allen Power Equipment Ltd 
(Left), and Lance Bassett, Sales 
Director (Centre) receive a plaque 
from Stan Rinkead, General 
Manager, National Mowers, USA, 
(Right). The plaque marks 25 
years of distribution of National 
mowers in the UK through Allen's 
national network of dealers. 

New company launched Computer 

The Duke's Course at St Andrews 
has released information about how 
it improved the drainage on the 
course. 

The site is at an altitude of 200 
feet, north-east facing with a South-
west prevailing wind. Formerly 
arable land, the soil is predominate-
ly clay with low infiltration rates. 
Existing drains were dug by hand, 
well over 60 years ago. 

The challenge posed by the condi-
tions was to collect non-travelling 
surface water and to intercept sub-
surface water resulting from col-
lapsed original drains. 

Involving an investment of 
£235,000, designer Peter 
Thomson's two-stage solution was 
the installation of perforated 
drainage and sand-banding. Work 
was scheduled for the end of the 
second season of play, to allow time 
for observation and to prevent con-
tamination of the sand and gravel 
by clay particles. Only fairways and 
surrounds of greens and tees 
required attention: greens and tees 
are constructed to USGA standards 
- free draining, sand based. 

Stage One intercepted sub-surface 
water and prevented water travel-
ling into areas of play. The Duke's 
received hole by hole analysis and 
treatment: 100mm pipe was 
installed at a depth of 350mm, cov-
ered by 250mm of pea gravel and 
100mm of choker sand. Additional 
areas were drained with 60mm of 
pipe at a depth of 300mm with 
200mm of pea gravel and 100mm of 
choker sand. 

Stage Two involved the digging of 
trenches 30mm wide and 225mm 
deep filled with choker sand. These 
"Sand-Bands" are positioned 
between one and two metres apart 
and have maximum length of 10 
metres before they are intercepted 
by 60 - 100mm perforated drains. 

The combined result: 12 month 
play on a course which previously 
would have faced significant clo-
sures due to rain. Indeed, during 
Winter '97 (the wettest for many 
years) not a single day's play was 
lost. 

1 u s e ^ ^ j 
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It satisfies the needs of 
both myself and the course 

Fraser Ross, Renfrew GC 

A new company name, but with 
familiar faces, was introduced for 
the first time to the Amenity 
industry at BTME. Twose Turf & 
Spray Limited (TTS) is a venture 
between Twose of Tiverton and the 
previous management and staff of 
Hardi Limited, Colin Gregory, Bill 
Oliver and Richard Tyas. 

TTS has already attracted exclu-
sive distributorships of the 
Greencare range of aerators, the 
Rogers Windfoil, drift control 
spray booms and Root Zone 
Injectors and, from Woodbay, the 
Greenslron greens roller. 

In addition, the company has 
entered into agreement with the 
Italian sprayer manufacturer 
Gambetti Barre to develop a range 

of specialist sprayers for the 
Amenity market. 

Operating from a central location 
in the East Midlands, TTS will also 
be distributing the range of Twose 
Amenity products which have built 
up an enviable reputation over 
many years. 

Commenting on this new ven-
ture, Colin Gregory, Managing 
Director stated, "The Amenity 
industry demands a better service 
than it has been given by compa-
nies who see it as a 'Cinderella' 
relation of the Agricultural market. 
TTS has a strategy to develop and 
introduce, through its network of 
specialist dealers, an exciting range 
of new products for the UK and 
Ireland Amenity industry." 

controlled? 
Merrist Wood Golf Club has just 

taken delivery of the newly-
released Qqest Maintenance 
Management Software for 
Windows. Installation and system 
setup was carried out by Wessex 
Software Systems, the Qqest 
Authorised UK Dealer. 

The Qqest system, which can be 
found at a significant number of 
golf clubs throughout North 
America and other parts of the 
world, was developed as a comput-
er based system to simplify and 
speed up many of the facets of 
maintaining both equipment and 
facilities on a golf course. 

Managing and scheduling regular 
maintenance tasks one of the bene-
fits afforded by the programme. 
Integral with the system is both the 
control of inventories of spare parts 
and consumables and also labour 
costs. Other features include chem-
ical application tracking, depart-
mental budget management and 
access to electronic parts imaging 
systems such as Powercom, 
PartSmart and Plusl. 

"We intend to use the Qqest sys-
tem not only for running our main-
tenance operations at the club, but 
the College's greenkeeping stu-
dents, by using the Qqest pro-
gramme, will gain greater exposure 
to the necessary administrative 
aspects of greenkeeping" say Tom 
Smith, Head Greenkeeper at 
Merrist Wood. 

Guy Coleman of Wessex reports 
that Wessex is developing a special 
educational establishment pricing 
package for Qqest Maintenance 
Management Software. 

For further information Tel: 
01798 831020 
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Training initiative for Wales 
A new training initiative from 

the Welsh College of 
Horticulture combines training 
agency skills with the academic 
excellence provided by the 
College tutorial staff. 

SDA Training limited became 
an integral part of the College 
during 1997. This partnership 
delivers their unparalleled exper-
tise in training, counselling, sup-
port and assessment to form a 
unique link between the Welsh 
college of horticulture and com-
mercial operators in their NVQ 
programmes. 

Heading the land-based indus-
try section is Phil Davies N.D.T. 
who joins the Company from 
Mommersteeg International, 
where he was Amenity Product 
Manager. 

Phil's experience spans more 

than 20 years both as Head 
Greenkeeper and in the turf 
Management industry. His pri-
mary responsibility will be for 
Greenkeeper training and sup-
port, but will also encompass 
Landscaping, Commercial 
Horticulture, Floristry and 
BAGMA Engineering. 



Are you over the limit? 
Paul Bishop, Course Manager at 

Manor House CC, in Castle 
Combe, telephoned the magazine 
to pass on a cautionary tale which 
resulted from his run-in with the 
local constabulary. 

Paul was stopped by the police as 
he returned to the course after fill-
ing 10 jerrycans with petrol. 

' I was told that the maximum 
amount of petrol you are legally 
allowed to carry without having 

'Hazchem' signs at the front and 
back of the vehicle, is one gallon," 
said Paul. "And these signs nave to 
be removed when you are not car-
rying petrol. 

"You also have to carry a fire 
extinguisher in the cab and have 
another larger one fixed to the back 
of the truck," he added. 

Paul was allowed to carry on with 
no more than a warning but he has 
since been on a course in Petrol and 

Handling Petrol, while his mechan-
ic has built a special frame for the 
truck which will safely hold up to 
10 jerrycans and which allows them 
to be strapped down securely. 

"We have 40 buggies at our club 
which all require fuel but at most 
golf clubs the staff often have to fill 
three or four jerrycans," said Paul. 

"If they have been unaware of the 
regulations I hope that my tale will 
be of interest to them." 

All change 
at Hardi UK 

Nick Tremlett has been appoint-
ed as Managing Director of Hardi 
Limited. 

"Nick will have responsibility for 
our UK operation and has been 
appointed to Hardi ' s Strategic 
Planning Executive to cont inue to 
ensure that all our UK customer 
requirements are integrated into 
our current and future product 
development plans, strategies and 
initiatives - we could not have 
wished for a better start for 1998," 
said Sten Kjelstrup, Sales and 
Marketing Director for Hardi 
International A/S. 

Nick worked for Massey 
Ferguson for 11 years where he 
held Sales and Marketing posi-
tions both in the UK and overseas. 
Prior to leaving he was their 
Business Opera t ions Manager 
responsible for AGCO's interests 
in Southern Africa. 

For the past two years Nick has 
been working for UFB 
Humberclyde (the French based 
European Financier UFB 
Lacabail's subsidiary), developing 
their manufacturing relationships 
in the UK. 

Summing up his reasons for join-
ing Hardi, he said, "The opportu-
nity of heading up Hardi Ltd is an 
exciting and challenging prospect, 
the company has established an 
enviable global reputation with its 
products and in its commitment to 
meet customers requirements." 

Multi-core aerator 
opens up the market 

Multi-core has added a two metre 
wide model to its range of tractor-
mounted aerators. 

Developed to enable greenkeep-
ers, groundstaff and contractors to 
carry out fast, effective aeration of 
large, open turf areas, the British-
built MC 20 aerator complements 
the existing one metre and one and 
a half metre wide machines in the 
Multi Core range. 

All three aerators can be equipped 
with a choice of solid, coring, slic-
ing or chisel tines to suit specific 

turf needs and seasonal aeration 
requirements. 

Aerat ion pa t te rn is variable 
depending on the specific tine head 
and forward speed selected. 

The M C 20 is able to aerate from 
the surface down to a maximum 
125mm deep, quickly and easily 
adjusted without tools on a large 
diameter fill width front roller. 
Indicator markings on the machine 
assist with accurate depth setting. 

For fu r ther in format ion Tel: 
01937 843281 

Go West 
Westurf '98, on April 29, at 

Long Ashton Golf Club is offer-
ing the opportunity to meet and 
chat with experts in many indus-
try fields. 

The "Meet the Experts" 
Marquee will have representa-
tives from Symbio, Astara, 
Scotts, Supaturf, EBA, STRI, 
Avoncrop, Breton Precast, 
BIGGA as well as Sparsholt , 
Hartpury, Pencoed and 
Cannington colleges. 

his April 
The show, will also boast a 

wide range of machinery and 
equipment , a pitch and put t 
compet i t ion while for the first 
t ime there will be full catering 
and a licensed bar. 

Jim Ar thur will also be at 
the show to sign copies of his 
book "Practical Greenkeeping" 
to be sold at a special exhibition 
price. 

The show starts at 10am and 
runs until 4pm. 

Make mine 
a Bailey's! 

After the success of last year's golf 
competitions Bailey's of Norfolk 
have decided to hold two competi-
tions this year. Both to be played at 
Royal Cromer G.C. on April 21 & 
August 11. Ent ry is free and 
includes a carvery meal at the 
evening prize giving. Each competi-
tion will be divided into 0-14 and 
1 5 - 2 8 Handicap categories. Prizes 
for each event will be worth in 
excess of £500! 

For fu r ther in format ion call 
Bailey's on 01603 754607 

New Midland 
Help Line 

The Midland Region has set up a 
support group on a six month trial 
basis. Because of the many factors 
involved in forming such a project, 
it was thought advisable to begin 
with a trial which would serve as a 
learning time, allowing us to assess 
demand and costs before embark-
ing upon further training for sup-
port group (members) for other 
regions. 

"The formation of this project 
comes from the many concerns we 
have about the high percentage of 
greenkeepers who are suffering 
from stress as a result of pressure at 
work. This often has a knock-on 
effect, leading to more serious ill-
ness, thus affecting families and 
also places of work," said BIGGA 
Past Chairman Paddy McCarron. 

"We are also aware tha t the 
demands on today's greenkeepers 
are many and varied and ever-
increasing with all-year-round golf. 
People's expectations at times are 
too high for the greenkeeper to deal 
with and because of financial con-
straints and course l imitat ions 
and/or poor communications, diffi-
culties build up. It may be that the 
golf club and the greenkeeper are 
just not compatible ," explained 
Paddy. 

"It is also a concern that too many 
greenkeepers are looking to change 
their jobs, often for the wrong rea-
sons as many may be suffering from 
stress during the time that their 
grievances are developing. Wha t we 
are saying is: Talk to us first. 

"Our desire is to see more green-
keepers happy in their work and 
more golf clubs happy with their 
greenkeepers. We do not promise 
success - that depends on you, hut 
we are there to talk to,".said Paddy. 

The service will be totally confi-
dential and the only cost to the 
caller will be that of the telephone 
call. Appointments will be neces-
sary if someone wishes to talk in 
person. 

"Thanks to A.L.S. Amenity Land 
Services for their financial support 
of this worthy cause," said Paddy. 

Telephone: 0 1 1 6 2 7 3 9 1 8 9 or 
01480 437507 
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Seaweed 
success for 
Maxicrop 
Maxicrop launched ProGreen 

Spi, a formulation of Seaweed 
Extract, iron (6%), nitrogen (2%) 
and a Spray Pattern Indicator at 
BTME. This new product is rec-
ommended for use prior to tour-
naments to provide a rapid green-
up response, or when long-term 
in-season greening is required. 

Conta in ing a non-s ta ining 
Spray Pattern Indicator, 
ProGreen Spi ensures that the 
spray operator can apply an easi-
ly seen, uniform and consistent 
spray pattern on the turf. 

As a Plant Growth Stimulant, 
Maxicrop ProGreen Spi will assist 
in restoring the natural microbial 
population balance in the soil 
and, when applied as part of a 
Plant Growth Management pro-
gramme, will 'kick s tar t ' turf 
growth, boost ing heal th and 
vigour, additionally, applications 
of ProGreen Spi will impart a 
natural 'green-up' appearance to 
the turf and promote the growth 
hardening process 

For fur ther informat ion Tel: 
01536 402182 

Early bird 
set to fly 
down under 
Ten years of unfailing service to 

Turfland was recognised on the 
retiral of George Slobon from the 
company. 

Having never had a day of sick 
in his time at the company time 
cards prove that he clocked in at 
7.02am every morning for his 
7.30am start and he took a gen-
uine pride in his work. 

With daughter about to give 
birth to twins in New Zealand 
the retiral present of two return 
tickets Down Under, for himself 
and his wife Joan, could not have 
been more welcome. 

The tickets along with other 
gifts were presented to George by 
Janet Watmore of Turfland. 
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It's the right feed 

for my course 
Chris Yeaman, Swanston GC 

New soil 
reliever 
from Huxley 

Huxley's new Soil Reliever 72 
makes vertical deep tine aeration a 
much faster and easier and more 
economical operation. 

Like the successful Soil Reliever 
60, the Model 72 requires a 35hp 
tractor, and yet its maximum out-
put is 20 ,000 square foot per hour 
- almost 50% more than the Model 
60. 

The 72" operating width covers 
most tractor tyre tracks, and makes 
the Soil Reliever 72 an ideal aerator 
for larger areas such as sportsfields 
and golf course fairways - but with-
out the need for a large tractor. 

Although a heavy duty machine, 
the Soil Reliever 72 is also gentle 
enough to aerate greens, where a 
clean, immaculate finish can be 
achieved. 

Easy adjustments and low main-
tenance requirements are impor-
tant features of the machine. Even 
the tine operating depth is simple 
to adjust by control of the optional 
hydraulic top link from the driver's 
seat. 

For fu r ther in format ion Tel: 
01962 733222. 

The pressure point 

Amazone Ground Care marked 
its return to BTME with the unveil-
ing of the pre-production models of 
two of its new four-model range of 
slitter/aerators. They incorporate a 
unique blade configuration tha t 
ensures high point pressure across 
the full width of the implement at 
high operating speeds, while exert-
ing 91 kg/point pressure for entry 
into the thickest thatch. 

Designated the Amazone SL, SLC 

and SLS series, all are three-point 
linkage mounted and will be avail-
able in working widths of 1.2 
metres and 2.4 metres. SLS models 
also feature a new contour follow-
ing system. 

The SL forms the base of the new 
range and is intended for working 
on flat ground. 

Its fully enclosed 1.2m-wide 
ground-driven rotor is fitted with 
40 blades, each of which, uniquely, 

is mounted with a 10 degree offset. 
With tha t pattern all the points 

in contact with the surface pene-
trate the ground to an equal depth 
when the slitter is driven forward -
so eliminating the 'walking' effect 
associated with some blade layouts 
- and ensuring the implement 
remains level at high forward 
speeds. 

For fu r ther in format ion Tel: 
01579 351155. 



Saxon's launch floats away 
Saxon Industries launched its 

their new, top of the range, 
'Floating Head' greens mower at 
BTME 

"The height of cut of the nine 
blade, 22-inch cutting cylinder of 
this top spec machine is continu-
ously variable from as short as 2.5 
millimetres up to 10 millimetres," 
claimed Richard Horn , Saxon's 
Horticulture Division Director. 

"But the fully floating head pro-
vides the ultimate finesse, accurate-
ly following the contours of the 
slightest undulation to give a con-
sistent height of cut over every 
green, including McKenzies." 

Easily transported on quick 
release pneumatic tyres, the 
Floating Head mower is powered 
by a 3.5 hp Robin petrol engine, 
linked to an all gear drive transmis-
sion, which gives a speed of 3 - 5 
mph. 

Electronic ignition and hand 
operated drum brakes make control 
simple and a Light plastic, quick 
fit and- release grass box handles 
cuttings. 

For further informat ion Tel: 
01488 684545 
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Pumped up! 

Recently introduced into 
Spalding s range of workshop 
equipment is a high performance 
30cc petrol driven 7-stroke clean 
water pump. 

The unit say Spaldings, is ideal 
for the fast movement of water 
around many farm applications 
including emptying tanks and sup-
plying emergency water supplies to 
stock. 

The high performance electronic 
ignition petrol engine has a forged 
steel crankshaft and control for 
strength and reliability. The pump 
has a 1501/min capacity and is 
capable of pumping water up to a 
maximum head of 35 metres and 
drawing water a maximum of seven 
metres. 

The pump unit features a large 
plastic base with rubber shock 
absorbers for maximum stability 
whilst still maintaining the pumps 
lightweight and compact design. 

For further information Tel: 
01522 500600 

Going up? 
The London Golf Club has 

installed a Rotary TL07E turf 
m a i n t e n a n c e e q u i p m e n t lift , 
designed for service and mainte-
nance work on grass cutt ing and 
golf cart equipment . 

The Rotary TL07E is extreme-
ly easy to load and operate -
wheels are au tomat ica l ly 
chocked and engaged for safety. 
Twin hydraulic cylinders with 
m i n i m u m moving par t s give 
s m o o t h l i f t ing opera t ion . 
Robust 'double S ' -shaped 
columns provide a smooth bear-
ing surface for extended column 
life. It has a lifting capacity of 
1,100kg for three wheel machines 
and 2 3 0 0 k g for four-wheel 
plant. 

A key benefit is the baseless 
cons t ruc t ion which affords 
excellent access and a floor area 
clear of hazards. Checking and 
adjust ing roller height for opti-
mum efficiency is quick and 
simple. Clear access to the mow-
ers' facing front plates on the 
bot tom blades means they can 
be cleaned, sharpened,adjusted 
and measurably improves grass 
cutt ing performance. Access to 
áreas such as linkages, hoses and 
previously inaccessible grease 
nipples, means planned mainte-
nance is more comprehensive. 

For fur ther informat ion Tel: 
01322 294949 . 

Movement at 
Rhône-Poulenc 

Following the promot ion of 
Jonathan Hill to the European 
Zone Headquar t e r s in 
Dusseldorf Rhône-Poulenc 
Amenity is pleased to announce 
the appoin tment of David Agar 
to the post of Marke t 
Development Manager. 

David has been promoted from 
the Rhône-Poulenc Agriculture 
team where he managed a group 
of herbicide produc ts tha t 
included Asulox. Having joined 
the company eight years ago as a 
graduate entrant , David has held 
several positions including a suc-
cessful period in Cus tomer 
Services. 

College gets boost from NTC 
The National Turfgrass 

Council is donating £16,000 to 
Myerscough College to enhance 
its comprehensive library of tur-
fgrass resources. The money will 
be used to supplement the John 
Shildrick Memorial Collection 
of books and slides, already held 
at the college. 

The Memorial Collection was 
donated to the college following 
the death of Mr Shildrick, the 
first NTC Chief Executive, in 
1994. This new bequest will 
enable the college to further 
develop the collection, providing 
sportsturf students, researchers 
and academics with one of the 

most comprehensive turfgrass 
reference points in Europe. 

Myerscough was selected 
ahead of a number of other col-
leges and research institutions, 
because of its high standards of 
education and the excellent 
facilities it possesses to support 
the turfgrass industry. 
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Kubota event gets a new look 
Kubota, is sponsoring a new 

knockout golf tournament for teams 
of two players representing golf clubs 
from throughout the United 
Kingdom. Known as the Kubota 
Golf Club Challenge, the event suc-
ceeds the Kubota Golf Challenge 
which had been sponsored by the 
Thame based company over the past 
15 years. 

Organised by Sporting Concepts 
Ltd, the Kubota Golf Club Challenge 
is open to the first 500 clubs to 
accept the entry invitation by the 
closing date of 31 March 1998. 

Ideally, the team representing the 
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invited golf clubs will comprise the 
Secretary and the Head Greenkeeper 
to provide continuity to Kubota's 
long-term relationship with the 
Association of Golf Club Secretaries 
and BIGGA. 

The Kubota Golf Club Challenge 
is to be staged in two parts. First will 
be a series of carded match play 
rounds played between pairs of ran-
domly drawn clubs on a knockout 
basis from April through to August 
Following the knockout stage, the 
15 remaining clubs will contest a 
Grand Final at Woodhall Spa Golf 
Club in Lincolnshire. 

The winning club will be decided 
on the aggregate scores of the two 
team members over 36 holes, on 
October 5 and 6. 

"Kubota recognises the close asso-
ciation being forged between golf 
club Secretaries and Head 
Greenkeepers and is delighted to be 
sponsoring a tournament which 
brings the two together to represent 
their club," commented Rene Orban, 
Kubota's Director of Agricultural 
and Grass Machinery Sales. 

"Instead of competing against each 
other as previously in the Kubota 
Golf Challenge, they will now be 

playing as a team, better reflecting 
their day to day relationship at their 
own golf course." 

Director of the Kubota Golf Club 
Challenge, Peter McEvoy, pointed 
out that the event's predecessor had 
proved tremendously successful over 
15 years. "However, we felt that the 
time was right to move to a new for-
mat where secretaries and greenkeep-
ers played together as a club team," 
he said. 

"The final at Woodhall Spa, the 
home of the EGU, promises to be 
a memorable occasion for all those 
taking part." 
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The Building Fund needs you! 
The Building Fund Needs You! 
BIGGA is looking for volunteers to 
build on the magnificent launch 
given to the "Buy a Brick" raffle in 
aid of the Association's new 
Headquarters and Training facility 
at BTME. 
During Harrogate week Board of 
Management Members proved 
themselves to be superb salesmen 
when it came to selling raffle tick-
ets and the number of Gold Brick 
Badges on lapels showed just how 

many people had bought £50 worth 
of tickets. Silver and bronze 
badges, at £25 and £5 respectively, 
also found their way on to various 
items of clothing and the money 
raised during this one event alone 
reached many thousands. 
Since then Regional Administrators 
and Section Secretaries have been 
issued with packs of tickets and 
badges to sell at various events 
throughout the next few months 
but if anyone would wish to lend 

his or her support to the 
Building Fund by selling 
tickets and badges we 
would be delighted to 
hear from you. 
The campaign will end at 
BIGGA's annual golf day 
in June with the drawing 
of the raffle prizes. 
Please contact Tony 
Cocker at BIGGA 
Headquarters Tel: 01347 
838581. 

NORTH 
STAFFS 
IRRIGATION 
Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone S115 81B 

"The important aspect in choosing the specialist equipment 
is to choose the right sprinkler and controller rather than the 
make" Greenkeeper International, March 1997 

With 30 years experience of providing sports turf 
irrigation systems our specialist company is 
completely independent of a brand manufacturer. 
Each bespoke system is designed by our qualified 
engineers to the highest specification and according 
to the individual requirements of the course, and 
with a thorough knowledge of the products 
produced by the top manufacturers we are in the 
best position to provide top of the range service 
care. 

Our current portfolio includes: Woodsome Hall, 
Werneth Low and Royal Lytham & St Annes. 

At the end of the day the system has to work 
Ours do - Beautiful ly 

Call us to arrange a free consultation on 

0 1 7 8 5 8 1 2 7 0 6 
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our name 

j KINGS 

BECAME 

TOP 

HORTICULTURE 

Willmot 
Pertwee 

\MENITY & GROWER 

01787 226100 
01787 226126 

r iso 
14001 

You can hang 
your label 

on ^ Willmot Pertwee 
Environmental Management 

d o n ' t b ì o w ' y b u r 



Management 
lead buy-out 
at Rolawn 

Rolawn has been the subject of a 
successful £3.35 million manage-
ment buy-out following a complex 
agreement with the company's 475 
shareholders. 

The buy-out was led by 
the company's Managing Director, 
Ken Dawson, and Finance Director, 
Paul Hopewell and was funded by 
Lloyd's Development Capital. 

"We can now concentrate on the 
business 100% without any of the 
distractions that a diverse sharehold-
er base brings," explained Ken 
Dawson, who co-founded the com-
pany 23 years ago. 

The chance to represent your 
Region at Gleneagles is incentive 
enough to spend more time on the 
practice range in preparation for 
the Ritefeed Classic Sectional and 
Regional Qualifiers. 

As was the case with the previous 
Hayter Challenges three qualifiers 
from each of the three handicap 
sections 0-9, 10-18 and 19-28 will 
win a place in the Regional Finals 
which are also being played at 
superb venues with the same three 
groups of three making up the 
team for the final. 

Design enhancements to one of 
Sill Lighting's most popular flood-
lights, have resulted in a luminaire 
of even greater efficiency. 

The precision engineered Sill 400 
series floodlight, made in high pres-
sure diecast aluminium ana has a 
computer calculated and designed 
reflector, which is made of super-
purified aluminium, produces a 66 

June 11 
Scottish Region - Royal Dornoch GC 

June 29 

Northern Region - Mere Golf & CC 

June 24 

Midland Region - Stoke Poges GC 

June 29 

South East Region - Wildernesse GC 

June 4 
South West and South Wales Region 
St Mellion Golf and Country Club 
Oct 7 
Ritefeed Classic National Final -
The Gleneagles Hotel 

degree beam and makes for an out-
standing 87% efficiency. 

The lighting technology allows 
the floodlight to be mounted paral-
lel to the illuminated area - with no 
upward tilt commonplace with 
other luminaires - so completely 
eliminating glare and lightspill. 

For fu r ther in format ion Tel: 
01844 260006. 

Even when 
it pours... 

Amenity Technology has 
launched a new digital rain 
gauge which can be easily 
fastened outside and has a 
digital display which is mount-
ed inside which displays daily 
and cumulative rainfall. 
The gauge does not require to 
be emptied and provides pre-
cise rainfall information at a 
glance with the minimum of 
effort. 
For further information Tel: 
0118 951 0033. 
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One step ahead in 
golf club finance. 
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Finance for 
golf clubs 
with no 

handicap. 
When it comes to golf club finance for both private 

member clubs and proprietory businesses, FAF are 

one step ahead. As a market leader we offer a range of 

innovative finance options for the lease and purchase 

of equipment to help you keep your course in top 

condition. We also offer low cost secured finance for 

course expansion, purchase of freehold, new club 

houses, major capital projects or refurbishment. 

GROUNDS|CARE 
Flexible f inance for golf clubs 

FAF 
To keep one step ahead in the game contact us on 0800 225567 

FARMING AND AGRICULTURAL FINANCE LTD, NEW AGRICULTURE HOUSE, BARNETT WAY, BARNWOOD, GLOUCESTER GL4 7RT. 



Last month we looked at the 
Health and Safety issues involved 
in the training of chain saw opera-
tors. This month we will look at the 
requirements of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE). 

As from July 1, 1995 manufactur-
ers are not permitted to produce leg 
protection (trousers and leggings), 
foot protection or head and ear pro-
tection that does not comply with 
the relevant European Standards 
and CE requirements that apply to 
them. All items of chainsaw protec-
tive clothing must have its relevant 
EN number on the article and pack-
aging. This does not apply to PPE 
that had entered the chainsaw prior 
to July 1 therefore there will be a 
natural overlap until the 'old' 
equipment has worked through the 
system. 

All items of chainsaw PPE do not 
protect by utilising the same 
method. There are three main func-
tional principles involved; to pro-

Th is m o n t h , T i m K i r k l ooks a t t he p r o t e c t i v e 
c l o t h i n g issues c o n n e c t e d w i t h c h a i n s a w use.. . 

vide a surface that the chainsaw will 
not readily bite into; by using fibres 
that have a high resistance to cut-
ting and absorb rotational energy 
which reduces chain speed; and the 
use of long loosely woven fibres that 
will be pulled into the cutting train 
and clog the chain rotation. 

All operators of chainsaws must 
wear PPE which consists of a safety 
helmet, suitable eye protection, ear 
defenders, gloves with protective 
guarding on the back of the left 
hand, leg protection incorporating 
clogging material, safety boots with 
protective guarding at the front 
vamp and instep with a good grip 
and non snag outer clothing. They 
should also have with them a first 
aid kit including a large wound 
dressing and hand cleaning materi-
als waterless skin cleanser or soap 
and water. 

Any item of chainsaw PPE that is 
damaged, worn or no longer ser-
viceable should be replaced immedi-

dresser 
ately. The worn piece of equipment 
should be discarded so that there is 
no danger of it being 're-issued'. 

chainsaw PPE only acts to miti-
gate against injury and does not 
prevent accidents occurring. 
Operators should be trained in its 
correct use and care. 

Routes to certification - The first 
chainsaw Certificates of 
Competence appeared as a direct 
result of the Health & Safety 
Executive Guidance Note GS48 
and were issued by the NPTC 
(National Proficiency Test Council). 
At the time it was thought that the 
relevant Vocational Qualifications 
(VQ) units would have equal recog-
nition. 

Various problems arose and 
trainees wishing to claim the NPTC 
Certificate paid twice for confirma-
tion of the same competence. The 
Forestry & Arboriculture Safety & 
Training Council then took the 
decision to partner the Business 

and Technology Education Council 
in England and Wales. BTEC was 
happy to take on board FASTCo's 
ideas to improve the VQ units and 
at the same time issue competence 
certification based on the new VQ 
units. 

In effect there are now three dif-
ferent routes to certification, the 
first by way of a stand-alone com-
petence test administered by the 
NPTC, the second by a 
BTEC/SCOTVEC competence cer-
tification derived from a VQ 
achievement and finally by NPTC 
competence certification derived 
from a NPTC VQ achievement. 

In the next issue we will look at 
the safe working practices when 
using a petrol powered chainsaw. 

For further information on training 
courses and consultancy contact 
Agenda Training Limited (Jean John 
on 01282 831973) or Tim Kirk of T. 
Kirk Forestry on 01484 685114. 
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Golf Course 
PRESENTATION 
John Hacker and George ShW9. 

PRACTICAL 
REENKEEPING 

BRITISH & INTERNATIONAL GOLF GREENKEEPERS ASSOCIATION, ALDWARK MANOR, ALDWARK, ALNE, YORK, Y06 2NF 01347 838581 

N o o n e k n o w s m o r e a b o u t golf green-
k e e p i n g t h a n | i m Ar thu r , w h o wi th a 
ca reer s p a n n i n g six d e c a d e s ha s g iven 
priceless g u i d a n c e a n d adv ice t o ove r 
5 5 0 golf c lubs t h r o u g h o u t t h e U .K . a n d 
E u r o p e , wh i l e a l so a c t i n g as c o n s u l t a n t 
a g r o n o m i s t t o t h e C h a m p i o n s h i p 
C o m m i t t e e of t h e Royal a n d A n c i e n t 
G o l f C l u b of St A n d r e w s . Now, in 
Pract ical G r e e n k e e p i n g , ) im A r t h u r 
reveals h o w golf cou r se s c an flourish b y 
fo l lowing t r a d i t i o n a l m e t h o d s , w h i c h 
t h e r eade r will s o o n d i scover are no t 
o n ly t h e m o s t s imp le b u t a l so t h e m o s t 
e f fec t ive . 

Finally, eve ry c h a i r m a n a n d m e m b e r of 
a golf c l u b green c o m m i t t e e , c l u t c h i n g 
t h e i r c o p y of Pract ical G r e e n k e e p i n g , 
s h o u l d bea t a p a t h d o w n Jim A r t h u r ' s 
we l l -p roven r o u t e . It c o u l d well lead t o 
t h e sa lva t ion of t he i r golf courses , wh i l e 
m a k i n g t h e m look awfu l ly c lever i n t o 
t h e ba rga in ! 

For t h e n e w g e n e r a t i o n of s t u d e n t a n d 
t r a inee g reenkeepe r s , Pract ica l 
G r e e n k e e p i n g will be i nd i spensab l e , 
p r o v i d i n g a va luab le insight i n t o t h e 
n u t s a n d bo l t s of t r a d i t i o n a l golf 
c o u r s e m a n a g e m e n t , whi le it s h o u l d 
be requ i red r e a d i n g fo r all gol fers w h o 
seek a g rea te r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of w h a t 
goes on b e h i n d t h e scenes. S e a s o n e d 
golf cour se m a n a g e r s a l so will be 
insp i red by | i m A r t h u r ' s c h a m p i -
o n i n g of t h e i r cause , whi le p r i z i n g 
t h e c o n f i r m a t i o n t h a t t h e y are firmly 
on t h e r ight lines; h is w o r d s t h e i r 
finest ally. 

Golf Course 
Reconstruction Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Ecology Book 
£3.00 to BIGGA members 
£7.00 to non-members 

Ecology Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Setting the Standard in 
Spraying Appl icat ion Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Practical Greenkeeping by Jim Arthur 

Golf Course 
Presentation 
" T h i s b o o k l e t is a m u s t fo r all 
cou r se m a n a g e r s b e c a u s e w h e n a 
t o u r n a m e n t player, o r even a n 
a m a t e u r golfer , leaves a golf cour se 
t h e y r e m e m b e r h o w it l ooked , n o t 
h o w fas t it p l a y e d . " M i k e Mer r i ck , 
C o u r s e M a n a g e r , P e n i n a Gol f 
C o m p l e x , Algarve, Por tugal . 

" P r e s e n t a t i o n is o n e of t h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e s fo r t h e s ta f f t o 
d e v o t e t h e i r t i m e t o a n d th i s 
book le t is full of va luab le adv ice . " 
Jack M c M i l l a n , ex -Cour se 
M a n a g e r , S u n n i n g d a l e a n d C o u r s e 
a n d C o n s u l t a n t . 

Raising the 
Standards of Mowing 
Management Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Golf Course 
Preparat ion Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 
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Put yourself 
fin the driving seat 

T h e Greenmaster® range n o w inc ludes a 
comprehensive range of l iquids, as we l l as 
the renowned mini-granular products. The 
four liquid fertilizers contain added wet t ing 
agent and trace e lements to assist root zone 
penetration and nutrient uptake. Also all the 
Greenmaster l iquids can be tank-mixed to 
give additional ratios. 

• N Plus is a nitrogen plus iron solution for 
quick green up. 

• Spring and Summer Plus for main season 
use. 

• NK Plus is a phosphate- free and l o w N 
feed for year-round use. 

• A u t u m n Plus is a h igh po tash feed for 
autumn and winter. 

• Seafeed® is a concentrated seaweed-based soil 
and turf tonic to boost sward recovery 
and improve appearance. 

GREENMASTER PUTS YOU IN CONTROL 

Avoiding creepy 

crawHes 
Destruct ive Tur fg rass 
Insects 

by Daniel A Po t te r 

Published by Ann Arbor Press 
ISBN 1575040239 
Price £45 

Designed primarily for the 
American market, this book never 
the less contains some useful, gener-
al information on the management 
and eradication of turf grass pests, 
including a general chapter on 
Turfgrass and Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM). Some of the 
references to insects, and mammals 
are of little concern to British green-
keepers eg. I have yet to hear of a 
nine banded armadillo damaging 
turf in this country. However, it does 
look at many pests which cause 
damage or threaten golfers, eg. 
wasps, on British golf courses. Care 
should be taken when considering 
chemicals to control pests as chemi-
cals registered in the US may not be 
available here and vice versa. In gen-
eral, this book, would be useful as a 
general reference book and a source 
of some very useful information if 
care is taken to ensure that the 
advice conforms with British 
Regulations. (The nine banded 
armadillo is found in the South 
Western States of the US and cre-
ates problems when digging for 
worms and grubs). 

I P M H a n d b o o k f o r 
Go l f C o u r s e s 
by Gai l Schumann, Pa t r i c i a 
J V i t t u m , M o n i c a L E l l i o t t 
Pa t r i c i a P C o b b 

Published Ann Arbor Press for the 
GCSAA 
Price £37 

The joint authors of this book are 
all academics who have been 
involved in research on turfgrass dis-
eases, insects, biological controls and 
pesticide application. The book orig-
inated from the ideas presented at a 
GCSAA seminar on IPM, which has 
been presented across the US. The 
book suggests that as more controls 
are introduced on the use of chemi-
cals, greenkeepers need to introduce 
a system of pest and disease man-
agement which takes full advantage 
of natural checks and balances to 
keep turfgrass healthy. Each chapter 
gives detailed procedures for Site 
Assessment, Monitoring, Cultural 
Controls, Chemical Controls, Pest 
Management, New Technologies and 
How to Introduce an IPM Strategy. 
As in the previous book, some of the 
pests, diseases and control methods 
may not be familiar to British 
Greenkeepers, however, the general 
ideas and procedures are of value 
and this book would be a very good 
guide to anyone wishing to introduce 
an IPM plan or, indeed, anyone 
wishing to compare their methods to 
some used in the US. 

I l A \ I ) 15 «> O lv 
for Golf Courses 

.¿r^'t 

hi 

Gail I.. Schumann 
Patricia ). Vit tum 
Monica L. Elliott 
Patricia P. C o b b 

Both books are ava i l ab le by ma i l o r d e r f r o m ; Casse l l P ic , 
S tan ley House, 3 F lee ts Lane, D o r s e t B H 1 5 3 A J . 
Telephone ( 0 1 2 0 2 ) 6 6 5 4 3 2 Fax ( 0 1 2 0 2 ) 6 6 6 2 1 9 

For more information call our 
Technical Services Manager on 01473 203143 

or contact your local Area Sales Manager: 

South - Chris Briggs 
Tel: 0378 603103 (mobile) or 01273 675966 

Midlands and Wales - Roger Moore 
Tel: 0378 603052 (mobile) or 01832 710076 

N. England, Scotland & N.I. - Richard Walton 
Tel: 0378 603091 (mobile) 

GREENMASTER, SEAFEED and THE LEVINGTON DIFFERENCE are registered Trade Marks 
of Levington Horticulture Ltd. © Levington Horticulture Ltd. 1997 
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Trevor S m i t h , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t a t P r e d a t o r R idge , in 
Canada , t a l k s a b o u t t h e need t o p r o d u c e m o r e t h a n an 
exce l len t go l f cou rse t o en joy a p r o s p e r o u s ca reer . . . 

If the cap fits.. 
As superintendents (greenkeep-

ers) there are a number of situa-
tions where, although your golf 
course is in good shape and you're 
doing all the right things agronom-
ically, you can find yourselves out 
of work. 

Why is that? Well, it doesn't have 
anything to do with agronomics, 
but it has a lot to do with politics 
and economics. 

How many of us are willing to lis-
ten to someone tell us that we're 
wrong? That is something that we 
have to be able to do if we are to 
keep our jobs and be competitive in 
the job world. We have got to be 
able to sit down and listen objec-
tively. 

Another question would be. How 
many of you are happy working 
just where you are right now and 
don't want to move and how many 
of you would like to move into 
higher management positions? 

Being a superintendent is what I 
started doing, but because the 
game is so diverse, and the business 
is so diverse, I 
find myself 
b e i n g 

involved in a number of different 
areas. It's my feeling that you don't 
have to stay just with being a 
superintendent. There's a lot 
of opportunity out there, and 
it's important for you to take 
advantage of it. 

It's about realising your 
potential, because you are an 
untapped source. It's not 
going to cost the club any 
more money to have you 
think than they're already 
paying right now, and I 
think that we can control our 
situation a lot better than we do 
right now. 

One of the little techniques to 
help you understand what you're 
doing and what your value is to 
your employer is to do your CV 
Look at all the things that you've 
done for your club, all your accom-
plishments and list them. If it's 
only one thing, it's better than no 
things. But if there's nothing down 
on that CV then maybe you should 
look at yourself. 

We can all sit down at our golf 
course and say, "I hope it doesn't 

rain tomorrow, because I've put 
the fertiliser on... and if this 
works, and this works and 
this works, then you know, 
I'll maybe have Saturday 
and Sunday off." Well, 
Saturday and Sunday, 
whether you're at work or 
not, you're at work. 

It's a matter of how you 
use your ideas, take a chance, do 

some-
thing differ-
ent - try a new way to apply fer-
tilisers - if you've been using granu-
lars all your life, work out an 
opportunity to spray. If you stay 
the same, that 's where you're going 
to be, and it's important. 

You want to invent something. 
When you wake up in the morning 
there's this little guy inside you 
who says "Why don't you try doing 
this?" and 20 minutes later you 
think "No, no, no, people will think 
I'm foolish or I'll make a mistake. 
I'll get fired." Well nine times out 
of ten that guy is right, but we 
don't take the opportunity. Listen 
to him, make calculated risks 
because if you take that chance, 
then something's definitely going 
to happen for you. 

What was the last golf course 

management innovation you saw 
which took your breath away? 
When was the last time you saw 
something amazing? I haven't, seen 
anything in a long time. We've 
chugged along, improving certain 
things, but there's nobody out 
there just jumping in with their 

great outstanding new manage-
ment tool. And I think that 

^ that's the kind of thing 
^ ^ ^ that we can do. 

There are several 
main issues that face 

W p greenkeepers todav, 
j / t ^ ^ and this was a study 

that was done through 
the GCSAA and these came 

to a head. One of them is job secu-
rity, there's a lot of very, very 
uncomfortable golf superinten-
dents out there. 

Replacement by lower salaried 
employees was identified as one of 
the problems. 

Basically the issues amount to 
one and the same. How can you 
show your employer that you're 
worthy of your remuneration? 
Well, it's down to you and whether 
you're going to sit back and worry 
about someone taking your job, or 
whether you're going to be pro-
active and make sure that your job 
security is based on the value that 
you give your employer. 

The key to success is attitude and 
how you relate that attitude to 
those around you, especially your 
employers. Growing grass just isn't 
going to be enough. It takes people 



Don't let the thoughts 
of job insecurity bother you. Be 
pro.-active in that regard. Do those 
little things that really make you 
think, or make your employer 
think that he's got somebody that's 
worthwhile. You're in control of 
your destiny. 

Canadian Wayne Gretsky is the 
greatest ice hockey player in the 
world, and one of his statements, is 
"If you don't take a shot, the puck's 
not going to go into goal". It's just 
as simple as that. 

Here's another idea. Share. 
Hoarding is not good, it doesn't 
give you job security. Just because 
you know how to run the irrigation 
system, and you want a secure job, 
you don't tell anybody how the 
pump starts. Give your knowledge 
away to those who work for you, 
those who are around you Don't be 
afraid to share it with someone. 

The best way to evaluate people is 
to set up systems where you can 
watch them. Don't just hire the 
first person off the street that looks 
like they've got a good attitude, set 

to do it, and how you manipulate 
those people or how you get those 
people to do the job for you is 
probably just as important as the 
technology that you have to apply. 

As greenkeepers, if we sit back 
and allow the world to push us 
around and dictate what it is that 
we're going to do, then we're pow-
erless. We don't have that ability to 
make an impact or to control the 
destiny in our lives. What we have 
to do is just take advantage of 
every little opportunity that's out 
there. 

You have to understand yourself. 
What do you want? If you want to 
stay in one place all the time, that's 
fine, but do a little bit. A little more 
value added business will keep you 
in that position for longer. Don't sit 
still because powerlessness is basi-
cally a state of mind and it's up to 
you to improve it. 

As a greenkeeper do you have 
anything to do with sales, revenue, 
marketing, accounting or customer 
satisfaction? Well, you actually 
have everything to do with all 
four of those things. If you 
don't think having a golf 
course in good condition 
doesn't generate sales, 
you're crazy. 

I like to think 
about many differ-
ent ideas. Lots of 
golf clubs have 
Starters who get 
the people off on 
time. Well, why not 

e v e r y o n e 
and their dog 
wants to be 

involved in the 
golf business. But 

take advantage of it. 

y o u r 
s y s t e m s 

up so that 
you have proba-

tionary periods for new 
employees. Watch them work. 

Or you see a waiter who does a 
great job. He hustles, he watches 
his manners, he's there when he 
should be, he's not there when he 
shouldn' t be. Wha t would be 
wrong with hiring someone like 
that? Look for talent in other areas 
as well because if they've got the 
attitude, you can train them to run 
that greens mower. Wha t you want 
is attitude. 

But be fairly certain about what it 
is that you want once you get them 
through the door, because there's 
very few bad dogs, there's just lots 
of bad owners. We train them how 
to be bad. 

Edited extracts from Trevor 
Smith's, paper "Golf Course 
Economics and Politics (When 
Turf is Not Enough) at this year's 
National Education Conference 
in Harrogate. Trevor is a Past 
President of the Canadian Golf 
Course Superintendents' 
Association. 

have a 
F in i she r? 
Why not have a 
person who goes to the 
18th hole and says "Gee, Joe, did 
you have a good game? Well let me 
write that down, and I'll take note 
of it." Why don't we give that 
Finisher an opportunity to make 
that person's day good, even if he's 
had 17 bad holes. 

That's coming from a greenkeep-
er. That ' s not the Clubhouse 
Manager having that idea, that's 
my idea. Those can be your ideas, 
and those are the things that don't 
have to cost the golf club very 
much money. If they don't work, it 
doesn't really matter, but they 
might and it will make the differ-
ence once again in your security. 

Being a greenkeeper is 
really a "wow" job. 

I've had great 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

It's such a 
diverse indus-
try, that it's 
no wonder 

T h e s e t h r e e m i x t u r e s have b e e n specifically d e s i g n e d f o r t h e golf cou r se - f r o m tee, 

to fa i rway to g r e e n . 

M M 1 0 is a mix of fescues a n d ben t s , with t h e s l e n d e r c r e e p i n g r e d f e scue 'Mocass in ' , 

giving a dense , close kni t , res i l ient tu r f f o r close m o w i n g o n g r e e n s a n d tees. 

MM12 ' s a d a p t a b l e b l e n d of species - also i n c l u d i n g 'Mocass in ' - gives g o o d c o l o u r a n d 

t e x t u r e o n tees a n d fairways, w i t h s t a n d i n g wear a n d giving exce l l en t divot recovery. 

A n d MM11, a t r ad i t iona l 80-20 g r e e n s m i x t u r e , fine in a p p e a r a n c e a n d playing quality, 

o f fe r s a very stable sward with a l l -year-round p e r f o r m a n c e . 

For f r e e t echn ica l advice o n h o w you can take t h e l ead with M M mix tu res , o r f o r y o u r 

n e a r e s t d is t r ibutor , call t h e Mommers teeg Main Line o n 01480 459500. 

Mommerstee H ^ VS^ Number one seed. AD 
REF 
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BUY ONE, 
GET 12 

MONTHS 
FREE 

Looking for an easy life? 

A single application of "Spearhead's 
unique chemistry gives year round 
control of a wide variety of turf weeds, 
including clovers and speedwells. 

Compare that with the huge cost of twice 
yearly applications required by traditional 
selectives. 

With knapsack approval and low dose 
rates, "Spearhead can also be applied 
on turf as young as two months with 
outstanding results. 

Enjoy your free time. 
It's standard with "Spearhead. 

CiP RHÔNE-POULENC 
AMENITY 
Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115. 
'SPEARHEAD contains MCPA, clopyralid and diflufenican. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTK31DES SAFELY (MAFF 07342). 
'SPEARHEAD is a trade mark of DowElanco. © Rhône-Poulenc Agriculture Ltd 1998. 



Leamington & County Golf Club green staff have been busy 
over the winter months as Scott MacCallum found out... 

There was once a perception 
among some golf club members that 
as soon as the final putt was downed by the 
final threeball in the final summer medal of the year that 
the greens staff went into hibernation. Not the conventional sort of hibernation 
we read about in nature books or which all of mv generation can remember Blue Peter's tortoise enjoying. 

comfort Cold 



Leamington & County Golf Club 

We thutysometh ings are bound to recall the world's 
first transsexual pet - Fred becoming Freda with noth-
ing more than the simple addi t ion of a non toxic 
painted vowel. No, apparent ly greenkeepers enjoyed a 

different type of hibernat ion. Wi th 
grass growing, at worst, slowly and 
without the number of golfers brav-
ing the elements winter months 
were spent painting out-of-bounds 
and lateral water hazard markers, 
revarnishing benches , send ing 
machinery out to be serviced, tidy-
ing the mess room, oh yes, and 
playing cards. Every so of ten, so 
rumour had it, they would look up 
from an unpromising hand of three 
card brag, gaze out of the window, 
and depend ing on the weather, 
decide to move the pins either off 
nr on the temporary greens. 

lb some club members the green-
keeper's job appeared as seasonal as 
that of the lifeguard on Blackpool 
beach. 

If tha t was what club members 
might have thought in the past 
there is certainly no excuse for 
th inking that fewer pints of blood, 
sweat and tears are spilt in the 
bleak mid winter than at any other 
time of the year. Certainly not if 
you were to visit Leamington & 
Coun ty Golf Club where so much 
has been achieved over the winter 
mon ths the staff should, by rights, 
be tested for performance enhanc-
ing steroids. 

Head Greenkeeper , l )es 
Compton , and his five man team 
have been busy and when the fair 
weather members dust down their 
Galloways for their seasonal debuts 
later this m o n t h they will see some 
significant developments to their 
course. 

Not only will they find a brand 
new I I th tee to go with a brand 

new 11th green, they will be able to 
see the green from the clubhouse 
window for the first t ime in living 
memory due to the extensive scrub 
clearance which has been done. In 
addit ion, preparation work for the 
new greenkeeper maintenance facil-
ity has been completed while the 
team has had to keep on top of the 
additional winter mowing brought 
about by the unusually mild condi-
tions. 

"The first major job was the 1 1th 
green. It had de ter iora ted very 
quickly over the summer with the 
annual meadow grass dying off and 
we cou ldn ' t br ing it back," 
explained l)es, of the short tree 
lined par-3 which is one of the fea-
ture holes on the course. 

l)es works extremely closely with 
his Deputy, Robin Wilcox. 

"Originally we had looked at re-
doing our two put t ing greens first 
as an experiment so as not to dis-
turb the course and then, on the 
back of tha t , start of the course," 
explained Rob. 

In the end the 1 l th ' s downturn 
made the decision for them but the 
fact that Leamington boasts 19 
greens anyway meant tha t there 
was no disruption to play. 

"Our proper 1st in the summer 
becomes the winter 11th and our 
spare green becomes the I st. At the 
end of the summer we mow out a 
fairway to the practice green and 
move the fairway over. 

" W h a t it meant was that even if 
the 1 1th green h a d n ' t gone it 
would have been the perfect one to 
have started with as it is out of 
commission in the winter anyway," 
explained Des. 

Having taken the decision to go 
ahead last September the club com-

missioned John Greasley to build 
the new green and Andy Cole, of 
the STRI, to oversee the work. 

"I met with t h e m at the beginning 
of November when we did the 
ground work - assessing how the 
machinery was going to get in, the 
actual design and what trees we 
would have to remove. Andy Cole 
then went away and did a report on 
the agronomy. We were doing it to 
the USGA guidelines," said Des. 

The green was completed the day 
before Chr i s tmas Eve, taking 
around four weeks in all, and Andy 

Cold 



meant there was no real pressure 
from the club to force the green 
into action quickly. 

"It will be a decision between 
Andy and myself and we both need 
to agree," said Des, who estimated 
that while it may be ready in June 
he would be happy to keep play off 
until July. 

The benefits of the new green 
have already been witnessed. While 
the wettest spell in five years flood-
ed many of the other greens, clos-
ing the course, the new 1 1 th 
drained well. 

By the beginning of February 
they had also mown the new green 
once and taken away ten boxes of 
clippings. 

"We are delighted with the results 
and with the work of the contractor 
who also put in a path for us to the 
left of the green which had we done 
it ourselves would have been a huge 

job," added Des. 
The success of the 1 1th should 

lead to inroads into the remaining 
greens which look likely to be done 
in batches. 

"If we decided to do three or four 
a year we would also do the tees 
and the bunkers at the same time," 
revealed Des. 

The new 1 1 th tee was built by 
Rob and another member of the 
team, Mike Wvatt. 

"We didn't want to change the 
shape or the distance of the hole to 
avoid the need for the card to be 
amended but what we wanted to do 
was level the tee, as they had tend-
ed to be quite uneven and we were 
losing teeing space," said Rob. 

"We hired the surveying equip-
ment, took levels from all over the 
tee and got an average. By working 
to that it meant we were not left 
with much excess soil and disrup-

Cole spent quite a bit of time on 
site testing all the materials before 
they were used at each stage. 

The new green is 150 square 
metres bigger than its predecessor 
was, and on Andy's advice, washed 
turf supplied by Rolawn was used. 

"We didn't consider seeding 
because we wanted to get the green 
in play as soon as we could and 
while it is more expensive initially 
to turf it is far cheaper in the long 
run," explained Rob. 

While still considering the time 
factor Leamington's extra green 

tion was minimal," he explained 
and the small pile of soil to the 
right hand side of the tee borne tes-
timony to (heir work. 

Once the tee, which is 50 square 
metres larger than the original, was 
levelled the entire team got togeth-
er and turfed it in halt a day. 

Alongside the construction work 
the scrub clearance was in full 
swing turning a wooded area of 
dense growth into something in 
which members would have a bet-
ter than even chance of finding a 
ball. 

"The membership can now sit in 
the clubhouse and see the new 
11th green that they've paid for 
whereas before the view was 
blocked by the growth," said Des. 

Another benefit of the work, 
which is on-going was highlighted 
by Rob. 

"The wind comes from the west 
and will blow through and dry out 
the green. It will get much more 
light and air." 

With the bulk of the winter work 
completed the green's team are 
looking forward to August when 
they can move into the new cus-
tom-built maintenance facility 
which will boast everything the 
modern team could possibly need 
as well as a much needed doubling 
in floor space to cope with the 
existing machinery as well as the 
new equipment which has been 
ordered but put on hold until the 
storage become available. 

"We are having a disabled shower 
put in as, although we don't have 
any disabled staff at the moment, 
we don't know in the future," 
explained Des, who along with 
Rob, put forward their recommen-
dations for the new facility. 



L e a m i n g t o n & C o u n t y Go l f C l u b 

S t a f f 
Head Greenkeeper 
Des Compton 
Deputy Head Greenkeeper 
Robin Wilcox 
Mechanic - Brian James 
Assistants - Mike Wyatt, 
Shane Wilton and Keith 
Hawtin 

E q u i p m e n t I n v e n t o r y 
Cushmans plus Dresser, 
Corer and Solid Tine 
Spiker 
Toro GM 3000D 
Toro 216 Reelmaster 
Jacobsen Handmower 
Jacobsen Tri-King 
Husqvana Ride-On 
Massey Ferguson Tractor 
Iseki Tractor plus Loader 
Verti-drain 
Huxley's Scarifier 
Flymo 

Allman Sprayer 
Knapsack 
John Deere Fairway 
Gangs 
Ransomes Semi-Rough 
Gangs 
Strimmers 

Above: Scrub clearance work continuing Below: Deputy Head Greenkeeper, Robin Wilcox 

the course is open, whether we 
have any winter greens and if we 
have a trolley ban in place. I also 
say if I am currently doing a course 
inspection." 

The work which the Leamington 
& County staff shows that while 
they may not be the greatest card 
players in the world they certainly 
make full use of the winter period. 

That forward thinking - admirable 
at a 90 year-old course which had 
the rare privilege of witnessing a 
match between two members of the 
Great Triumvirate, James Braid and 
Harry Vardon, to commemorate its 
opening - extended to last year Des 
having the cabling for the new TIL 
irrigation system being laid to the 
new site as well as the existing. 

Des and Rob are fortunate that 
an excellent staff membership 
relationship exists at Leamington 
to the extent that members known 
as "Grey Nags" and Warwickshire 
senior players money for tree plant-
ing and also water the trees on the 
course in the summer months. 

Des also operates a system where-
by he leaves messages on his answer 
machine in the mornings giving 
information on the course. 

"I inve the date and say whether 

We also send small presents, pic-
tures of us mowing and tell her 
about the golf course while we get 
letters and Christmas cards from 
her," explained Rob, who pointed 
out Mery ' s photograph which 
hangs in the office. 

"She'll probably be Ecuador's first 
female greenkeeper," added Des. 
"We could even give her a job 
here!" 

For the last year the Green Staff 
has been sponsoring the education 
of an 11-year-old girl from Ecuador 
named Mery. 

"1 heard about an organisation 
World Vision UK, which sponsors 
children's education all over the 
world and got in touch with them," 
explained Rob. 

"I collect money from the staff 
every month and send off a cheque. 

E q u i p m e n t on O r d e r 
Toro GM Mower 
Set of B-Mows and 
Litamizer 
Massey Ferguson 4000 
Series Tractor 
Husqvana Ride-On Rotary 
Mower 

Cold Mi ' i lMl l 



The Secret of StrongerTurf 
Multigreen controlled release fertilizer for stronger and healthier turf. The Green Power range for professional turf management: 

• Continuous, balanced supply of nitrogen and potassium for 5-6 months. 

• Polymer coated fertilizer (Multicote®) for steady release and reduced leaching. 

• Potassium derived from potassium nitrate (Multi-K®), the preferred source for fast 

uptake plus prevention and elimination of "black layer". 

Green Power products are manufactured by Haifa Chemicals Ltd., the world's 

leading producer of potassium nitrate and other specialty fertilizers. 

polyPeed 

quality controlled release N-P-K fertilizers, 

chlorine-free mini-prilled potassium nitrate, 

water soluble N-P-K fertilizers, 

humus-based active soil conditioner. 

G E T T H P O W E 
FOR S T R O N G E R , H E A L T H I E R A N D F A S T E R T U R F 

Cx /J o Haifa Chemicals ltd. k Horticulture Division po.b. 10809, Haifa 26120,israel,Tei:972-4-8469032,Fax:972-4-8409807 

FERTIL IZERS & TURF MAINTENANCE P R O D U C T S 

Hi-Chem (UK) Ltd Tel: 0181 952 2552 Fax: 0181 952 0551 Distributed by Headland Amenity Products Tel: 01799 530146 Fax: 01799 530229 
• 



BARCROWN 
King of the Greens 

We may be biased but we 
believe that our Bar 2 mixture is 
rightly regarded as the very best 
for golf and bowls greens. 

The major reason is that it 
contains Barcrown, — \ 
the outstanding / ! • 
slender creeping / 
red fescue I — • 
coupled with the 
brown top bents ( J \ y 
Heriot and Bardot. ^ 
Barcrown is tolerant to close 
mowing, has good shoot density 
and disease resistance - there's 
nothing else like it. 

As with all Barenbrug 
mixtures, it contains varieties 
consistently rated in the top 
banding of the STRI Turfgrass 
Seed booklets. 

BARENBRUG 
Great in Grass 

Tel: (01359) 270766 Fax: (01359) 271021 

J p r -

SUPER FINE 
« SUPER TURF 

QUALITY GRASS 
SEED MIXTURES 

« TOP DRESSINGS 
• ROOT ZONE 

MIXTURES 
available in 25lcg bags, 
ton bags & bulk 

TURF 
Fairfield Court 
Fairfield, Brookland 
Romney Marsh Tel: 01797 344731 
Kent TN29 9RX Fax: 01797 344737 BALI 

BRINGS YOUR 
SOIL BACK TO 

NATURALLY 
ealthy grass, trees and plants need a 
healthy soil. So you need ALS Premier 
Bio-Organic Fertilisers. 

Containing essential long-lasting micro-
organisms and trace elements ALS Premier 
Bio-Organic Fertilisers promote stronger 
root development and greater resistance 
to disease. 

ALS Premier Bio-Organics. The natural 
solution to your turf care and soil problems. 

spreader 

A m e n i t y L a n d S e r v i c e s , 
Long Lane, Wellington, Telford, Shropshire TF6 6HA 

Tel: 01952 641949 Fax: 01952 247369 

n o leach ing! 
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Address your l e t t e rs t o the Editor, Greenkeeper 
In ternat ional , A l d w a r k Manor, A l d w a r k , A lne , York 
Y 0 6 2NF. You can a lso fax t h e m to 0 1 3 4 7 838864 , 

or e-mai l t h e m t o genera l@bigga .co .uk 

Subsidised courses a winner 
Late last year I attended the 

BIGGA Regional Course at Airth 
Castle Hotel on Golf Course 
Design, Construction and 
Establishment and would like to 
congratulate the Education and 
Training Department on an excel-
lent two day course. 

Although it was intense, it was 
most enjoyable and held in very 
pleasant surroundings. I find it dif-
ficult to understand why so few 
greenkeepers attend these courses, 

they are great value for money at 
only £75 per head - surely not out 
of reach of most club's budgets. 

These courses are subsidised by 
the BIGGA Education Fund so that 
most greenkeepers can afford to 
attend, so let's not lose these excel-
lent education opportunities due to 
lack of support. 

Robert Hogarth 
Head Greenkeeper 
Cathcart Castle GC 

High praise f rom Denmark 
Chris Haspell, a young Englishman 

working as a Head Greenkeeper at 
Falster Golf Club, in Denmark, took 
the initiative to arrange a study tour to 
his motherland with a group of Danish 
greenkeepers. Apart from visiting 
BTME in Harrogate we had the 
chance to visit three golf courses. Our 
group was thoroughly impressed by 
the beauty and the standards of these 
courses and particularly by the meth-
ods and the skills that were behind 
their maintenance! 

On behalf of the group I would like 
to say thank you to Anthony Davies, 
of Prestbury GC; Derek Green, of 
Royal Liverpool GC and Chris 
Whittle, of Birkdale GC, for letting us 
visit and passing on their enormous 
knowledge with such generosity. 

A special thanks also to Keith Kent, 
of Old Trafford. Obviously class goes 
hand in hand on that pitch. Thank you 
to Richard Campey, Peter Cobalt and 
all the other lads we met for showing 

and sharing your wit and knowledge. 
On behalf of the Danish 

Greenkeepers Association (DGF), I 
would like to express my admiration of 
BTME and the Learning Experience at 
Harrogate arranged by BIGGA. The 
organisation is truly setting a high stan-
dard to be followed and it is our wish 
for the future that we in Denmark will 
put more work and effort into FEGGA 
and thereby learn as well as to con-
tribute to fellow European standards 
and activities. 

Cheers Chris. It was a marvellous 
tour, you're a great ambassador for 
your country and you reflect what we 
met in England - warmth, wit, skill and 
knowledge. Never mind that you sup-
port Leeds United. After all, nobody is 
perfect. 

Per Rasmussen 
Head Greenkeeper 
Copenhagen Pay and Play 
Denmark 

Thanks for a priceless t r i p 
I am writing to thank everyone 

from Toro and BIGGA for the out-
standing trip to the GCSAA show in 
Anaheim. It truly was a trip of a life-
time, broadening my horizons to the 
industry of greenkeeping. The trip 
was priceless and although it was my 
first ever visit to the USA, which 
was an eye opener in itself, the 
knowledge gained from the show 
and senior greenkeepers was second 
to none. The whole occasion was 
something I'll never forget as we 
really were 'mixing with the best.' 

There were so many highlights it is 
difficult to name them all, l was 
totally overwhelmed by the enormi-
ty of the whole event. It was really 
encouraging to see Toro and BIGGA 
working closely together as through 
both organisations I have met so 
many interesting people and I will 
definitely be participating in more 

BIGGA organised events. 
Finally, the lasting memory of 

America to myself will be all the 
many friends I have now met from 
the Toro/BIGGA representatives 
who gave us five star treatment for 
the whole trip, to my fellow green-
keepers who share with me the 
desire to continue learning about 
the industry; Eddie Adams, Mick 
Wells, Ian" McMillan and Alan 
Owen deserve special mention. 

It is a credit to our profession that 
so many people can mix and strike 
a friendship in such a short time. 

Thanks once again for the memo-
ries and I look forward to seeing 
you all again, as I'm sure we will. 

Chris Rawlings 
Rodway Hill GC Gloucester 
Runner-up in the '97 Toro Student 
of the Year Competition 

PUMPS 
SPRINKLERS 

CONTROLLERS 

We service your 
needs completely. 

Ocmis Irrigation 

Head Office 
Midlands 
Northern 
Scotland 

01460 241939 
01789 414604 
01924 453102 
0131 2202102 A D 

REF 
360 

mailto:general@bigga.co.uk
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Whoever believes that they can 
make money with golf courses believes 
in fairy tales. To plan a golf course or 
even get planning permission is cer-
tainly not easy and to make a profit 
with a golf course these days is very 
difficult, if not impossible. 

With economic crises on the conti-
nent, more than half of the courses are 
losing money or, at most, are very 
happy just to break even each year. 

Every club investor and member 
would obviously like to have a superb 
course but this can only be realistic if 
the financial backing is healthy. 

It must be made clear from the start 
that it is extremely difficult to make a 
profit in the first three to five years of 
a club's existence. 

Present costs of building a golf 
course are extremely high and this 
varies depending upon how much 
earth the design of the course requires 
to be moved. Other factors include 
specifications of greens, tees and fair-
ways and in some cases the level of 
irrigation required for the course. 
There are, of course, many other 
localised factors which influence cost 
such as land contours, drainage etc. 

In the beginning, everyone is enthu-
siastic about the development of a 
new course. But inevitably, improve-
ments are necessary in the first couple 

of years, due mainly to reposition-
ing/relevelling tees, reshaping greens 
and more commonly secondary 
drainage, surface and subsurface. The 
need for refinements to the golf course 
are often over-looked in the initial 
budgeting process and the financial 
constraints imposed on most projects 
lead to conflict at post-opening stage, 
improvements verses green fee income 
and happy members. 

Then financial experts are brought 
in to make an advisory report on how 
the course could run with less money 
and, of course, poorer quality which, 
as we all know, is false economy. 

Golf Course Maintenance companies 
then come in to tender for the mainte-
nance of the course for one year. They 
operate in this way. They say how 
much it will cost to use a greens mower 
per hour; they work out that cutting 
18 greens will take four hours which 
gives a price for 18 greens. With a pre-
vious cutting regime of six times a 
week for greens they will cut back to as 
little as three times per week, or 90 
cuts a year, or raking bunkers from 
twice a week to once a month. This all 
reduces costs but the result is low qual-
ity and membership numbers start to 
fall and visitors cease. 

The logical conclusion is that the 
number of greenkeepers will be 

reduced perhaps from six to as few as 
three, which is like going back to the 
1900s. 

When I visit a course and talk to the 
General Manager, he often says that 
the course is not in very good condi-
tion. I then ask why he doesn't employ 
someone with the knowledge to pre-
sent the course in better condition to 
be told that he can't afford anyone. 

I hear these ridiculous answers all 
too often. Of course this is the wrong 
way to proceed, but I'm afraid this is 
the way we are going, and it will not 
improve in the future. 

I am a great believer in high quality 
but unfortunately I have come to the 
conclusion that prices are rising, wages 
are dropping and the greenkeepers are 
blamed for poor maintenance when 
there is too little money to work with. 

Often everything is compounded 
with a white elephant clubhouse with 
only results in higher project costs and 
more financial problems. 

I really hope before investors of clubs 
consider building a golf course that 
they will be sound enough financially 
to survive the first three to five years 
even if green fees and memberships are 
not going as well as expected. 

If this is not the case, don't even 
start to think about getting the project 
off the ground. 

Bewsey I n d u s t r i a l Es ta te , W a r r i n g t o n W A 5 5LE 
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§ Low rate of use (1 litre per hectare) allows 
you to treat more area for less. 

• Inflo XL's unique chemistry spreads water 
up to 25 times further than other wetters. 

• Non-scorch, not essential to irrigate 
after application. 

• Large areas : Cost effective treatment of 
fairways & sportsgrounds. 

t Small areas : Efficient water management 
with minimal product usage. 

We've now made it even easier for you to receive 
your copy of Greenkeeper International. 

You can now pay your membership subscription by Direct 
Debit, and spread your payments over 10 months. 

Direct Debit. 
For more details call Janet Adamson now on 01347 838581 

For further Headland Agrochemicals Ltd 

information contact Norfolk House, 

Headland Amenity Products Great Chesterford Court, 

Telephone: 01799 530 146 Great Chesterford, 

Fax: 01799 530 229 Essex CB10 1PF. 

Headland Amenity 

Water drop 

Conventional 
wetting agent 

INFLO XL 

The word 
is spreading 

Inflo XL, turf wetting agent spreads the 
concept of water penetration further and 
further. Its low rate of use means cost 
effective coverage of large areas, whilst 
its unique properties provide incredibly 
effective water movement. 
Inflo XL's ability to reduce the surface , 
tension of water, is up to 25 times % 
better than conventional wetters, \ 
and its non-scorch formulation means 
no need to water in. 



U s u a l l y t h e s p o t l i g h t f a l l s o n 
t h e C o u r s e M a n a g e r o r H e a d 

G r e e n k e e p e r a t a C l u b . 
N o w i t is t h e t u r n o f t h o s e 

w h o s e w o r k o f t e n g o e s 
u n h e r a l d e d t o s tar . 

Name: Andy Wilson 

Club: Carnoustie Golf Links 

Position: Assistant 
Greenkeeper 

Age: 34 

1. How long have you been 
a greenkeeper? 
18 years. 

2. What education are you 
currently undertaking? 
None 

3. Which one task do you 
most enjoy doing? 
Cutting Greens 

4. Which one task do you 
most dislike doing? 
Verti-draining 

5. What job other than 
greenkeeping might you 
have ended up doing? 
None 

6. Who has been the biggest 
influence on your career? 
John Philp, with his enthusiasm 
for improving greenkeeper stan-
dards 

7. What would you do to 
improve the life of a green-
keeper? 
Administer laws forbidding 
members from criticising the 
greenkeeper 

8. What are your hobbies? 
Football, golf and most other 
sports 

9. What do you get out of 
BIGGA? 
Meeting people and exchanging 
ideas 

10. What do you hope to be 
doing in 10 years t ime? 
Sitting on a warm beach spend-
ing my lottery winnings! 

Th is m o n t h , Ken R i cha rdson g i ves de ta i l s 
on h o w y o u c o u l d w i n £5 ,000 , a t r i p t o 
O r l a n d o a n d a Toro G r e e n s m a s t e r 

The winning way o 
Although we are still dealing with 

queries about this year's Learning 
Experience, which, thanks to 
Ransomes, gets better each year, we 
are planning the Learning 
Experience 1999. Some speakers 
have come forward already and I 
will be writing to others shortly, 
however, if there is a subject that 
you would like to see presented/dis-
cussed or a particular speaker that 
you would like to hear or if you 
would like to speak yourself, then 
please contact me as soon as possi-
ble. This month also sees planning 
commence for the 1998/99 series of 
Regional Courses and the 1998 
Aldwark Manor Courses. Details 
will appear soon but if you have 
ideas on subjects and/or speakers 
that you would like to see presenting 
courses in the Regions then, again, 
contact me as soon as possible. 

• • -
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T h e B I G G A G o l f 
C o u r s e E c o l o g y A w a r d 

Following last year's successful 
competition, won by Hankley 
Common Golf Club, Amazone 
Ground Care and Rhône-Poulenc 
Amenity are joining us again to run 
the BIGGA Golf Course Ecology 
Competition. This competition is 
designed to reward those clubs that 
integrate ecological management 
with normal golf course manage-
ment practices to ensure that golf 
and the environment are compati-
ble. Full details have been sent to 
all golf clubs and head greenkeep-
ers, however if you have not 
received your copy then contact 
BIGGA HQ and we will send out 
full details by return of post. 
Entries must be returned to BIGGA 
by 1 May 1998. Why not enter and 
your club could win the first prize 
of £5000. All clubs visited by the 
judges will be offered the chance to 

purchase a copy of the detailed 
report on their course, which will 
also include an action plan. 

T h e T O R O A w a r d f o r 
Exce l l ence in G r e e n k e e p i n g 

With prizes like a TORO 
Greensmaster triplex ride on 
mower, a two week trip to the USA, 
prizes for the winners greenkeeping 
team and for the runners up, this 
competition proved to be popular 
with both greenkeepers and their 
golf clubs in 1997, especially, Ian 
McMillan, from Hankley 
Common, last year's winner. 
Nomination forms have been sent 
out to golf clubs and Head 
Greenkeepers but if you need a 
copy then contact BIGGA HQ. 
Get your nominations off as soon 
as possible and we will send out 
entry forms to all nominees. All 
entry forms must be returned to 
BIGGA HQ by 29 May 1998. The 
National Final will take place, in 
Harrogate, on 25 and 26 October. 
Please note that Master 
Greenkeepers and winners of the 
ICI/Zeneca/Miracle Premier 
Greenkeeper Competition are now 
eligible to enter. 

T h e T O R O S t u d e n t o f t h e 
Year C o m p e t i t i o n 

Now in its ninth year, the search 
to find the TORO Student of the 
Year has begun. Competition 
details and entry forms have been 
sent to colleges and training 
providers and all entries should 
reach BIGGA H Q by 29 May 
1998. The main points of the com-
petition are: 

1. The winner receives the TORO 
scholarship to the USA and visits 
the TORO factories and the 
GCSAA conference and show in 
Orlando, Florida. 

2. The winner's greenkeeping lec-
turer wins a visit to the GCSAA 
conference and show in Orlando, 
Florida. 

3. The two runners - up win an all 
expenses paid visit to the 1999 
Learning Experience, at Harrogate. 

4. Regional finals will be held in 
six locations during late July and, 
up to eight students will be selected 
for the National Final which will 
take place on 25 and 26 October 
1998. 

N a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n 
C o n f e r e n c e a n d S e m i n a r 
P r o g r a m m e s 

Videos and written transcriptions 
for the Learning Experiences 1998 
are still available. Contact Sami at 
BIGGA HQ for more details or to 
ask for an order form. 

R e f u n d o f e d u c a t i o n / 
t r a i n i n g f e e s 

Applications for a refund of edu-
cation and/or training fees are 
beginning to arrive at BIGGA HQ. 
However, funds are still available 
for those wishing to claim a 
refund. To be eligible for a refund, 
you must meet the following crite-
ria: 

a. You must be a member of 
BIGGA and have been a member 
for at least two years. 

b. You must have paid your own 
fees and be able to provide proof 
of payment eg. receipt/credit card 
slip or statement. 

c. You must have completed a 
course or component part of a 
course and be able to provide evi-
dence of completion eg. certifi-
cate/end of course report etc. 

d. If you are starting a course in 
1998, you may apply for a refund 
to be paid on course completion as 
in c. 

e. The Course must not be sub-
sidised, already, by BIGGA. 

f. The Course must be relevant 
to your job as a greenkeeper. 

Members will be able to claim 
80% of fees paid up to a maximum 
of £200. Contact BIGGA HQ for 
an application form. 

Education Profile 



1998 Volvo PGA Championship: Wentworth 

Bunker 
Rakers 

required! 

The PGA European Tour have invited 
BIGGA to organise a bunker raking team 

on a daily basis, for the final two days 
of play of the 1998 Volvo PGA 

Championship. 
If you are a Full Greenkeeper member of 

the Association and would like to be 
considered for either Sunday May 24, or 

Monday May 25 (or both days), then 
contact John Pemberton at BIGGA HQ 
on 01347 838581 as soon as possible. 

rtNANCE FINAftfcp ... 

Money 
Matters Y 

In t h e f i r s t o f o u r n e w m o n t h l y f i n a n c e 
c o l u m n s , G e o f f S t e e l o f f e r s h e l p t o 

t h o s e w i t h p e n s i o n p r o b l e m s . . . 

C Brass À tacts 
Over the forthcoming months I 

will be offering you some thoughts 
and ideas on what to look for when 
considering aspects of financial 
planning. 

Nowadays, there does not seem 
to be anywhere you can go for 
advice without someone trying to 
sell you something. As most people 
you speak to are tied to one com-
pany, so how do you know you are 
getting a good deal? 

1 intend to explode the myths sur-
rounding financial mat ters , to 
explain the basics of terms you may 
often hear but not understand. I 
will be considering all aspects of 
your money from mort-
gages, loans and cred-
it cards, through to 
savings, invest-
ments, pensions, 
life insurance and 
healthcare. I will 
advise you of the pit-
falls to watch out for 
when looking after your 
money and the advantages 
of seeking out the right prod-
uct for you. 

If there are any concerns 
that may be of interest to 
you which you think may 
also affect your col-
leagues, please do not 
hesitate to contact me 
and I will provide 
guidance on the 
issue. 

Pensions are cer-
tainly an issue that 
we all need to con-

cern ourselves with. The basic state 
pension was worth about third of 
the average wage in 1984. The gov-
ernment then changed the way the 
State Pension increased and it is 
now worth less than a fifth of the 
average wage. If you were to retire 
today with no other benefit, you 
would receive £62.45 per week or 
£99.80 per week as a married cou-
ple. The present government have 
no intention of increasing the value 
of the State Pension and its value 
will gradually deteriorate in rela-
tion to wages. 

The emphasis is now that we all 
need to provide for ourselves in 
retirement and plans are being pre-
pared to encourage us to save for 

pensions. There are proposals to 
make saving for re t i rement 

compulsory but we shall have 
to wait and see if the govern-
ment go as far as this. 

In addition to the State 
Pension, everyone who is 
an employee and not in a 
company pension scheme 
will receive a State 
Earnings Related Pension 
(SERPS as it is of ten 
called) and in next months 

article I will explain SERPS 
and pensions in greater 

detail. 

Geoff Steel is an Independent 
Financial Adviser with Walsh 

Lucas & Co and he welcomes 
comments from readers. His 
freephone telephone number is 
0800 7835132. 
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y Around 
^ the green 

Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections 

North 
Nothing new on the membership 

front to report this month. 
Membership currently stands at 
229, a number we must maintain 
and hopefully build on during the 
current year. The new Head 
Greenkeeper at Royal Dornoch is 
Bobby Mackay who returns to 
Dornoch after a 16 year stay at one 
or two other courses, the last of 
which was Prestwick St Nicholas in 
Ayrshire. We look forward to wel-
coming him back to the Section. 

BTME was another resounding 
success, it seems to get better every 
year. I had the honour of presenting 

a cheque from our Section to the 
BIGGA Building Fund for £1000 as 
unfortunately our Chairman, Hugh 
Mclatchie, was unable to make it 
down this year. The Sunday night 
football match was a close affair with 
the Exiles coming out on top by 6-5. 
However, the evening was spoiled a 
bit by the bad injury that Robert 
Bruce, of RiteFeed, suffered. He 
ended up in hospital having an oper-
ation, we wish him a speedy recov-
ery Well done BIGGA for an excel-
lent week! The banquet on the 
Thursday night was attended by 650 
people and we were well entertained 
by Lee Hurst and Linda Nolan. 

Apologies to Ian Gunn for printing 
the wrong phone number in the 
January report, he can be contacted 
on 01997 421718. 

This month we have the Scottish 
Region Conference at Dunfermline 
Conference Centre on the 3rd, a day 
well worth attending I am sure. 

Talking of Conferences, the Section 
one planned for November is begin-
ning to take shape with a venue and 
several speakers in the offing, but not 
yet confirmed. I did not get any 
ideas from anyone so the sub-com-
mittee will try our best to put on a 
programme to please you all. 

Have you returned your 200 Club 
money or do you require extra tick-
ets? If so contact Stewart McBain as 
soon as possible. 

Finally the proposed four ball bet-
ter ball competition which Stephen 
Sullivan was hoping to organise this 
year has been abandoned due to 
insufficient entries. 

Iain Macleod 

Central 
Well, I have no news of events at 

Harrogate this year as unfortunate-
ly I was unable to attend due to 
being in hospital at the time where, 
believe it or not, surgeons found 

that I do actually have a heart! I bet 
that surprises a few people! 
Seriously though I would like to 
thank everyone who sent good 
wishes, cards etc during the past 
few weeks. I can assure you they all 
are very much appreciated and 
hopefully it won't be too long 
before I am back to work. 

As part of their Patrons Award 
Stuart Sime, from Leven Links, and 
Kenny Duncan, from Dunfermline, 
attended BTME. and I have no 
doubt that they enjoyed themselves 
during their time spent in 
Harrogate. You never know, they 
might even write and let me know 
how they got on! 

Another seven members have 
joined the Section in the past 
month and we extend a warm wel-
come to James Henderson, 
Bishopshire; Steve McOuan, 
Dunfermline; David Gray, 
Thornton and Kevin Black, Ian 
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Dye, Scott Lee and Mark Leitch, all 
f rom St Andrews Links. 
Hopefully with the increase in 
membership we will start having 
be t te r a t tendances at Section 
events. 

As we head towards another sea-
son on the course we are also 
coming up to the first golf tour-
nament of '98 which is the Spring 
Tournament /Ri te feed Classic 
qualifier at Ladybank GC, on 
Tuesday, April 28. Entries are 
flooding in for this event so if you 
wish to compete please get your 
forms (complete with the exact 
entry fee) to me as soon as possi-
ble as spaces will be limited. 

I will give you an update on the 
visits to Scott ish Grass 
Machinery ' s premises in 
Inverkeithing and Stewarts top 
dressing plant etc at Dalkeith 
next month. 

In last month ' s report I touched 
on the subject of cutting down on 
Section running costs. As the 
biggest percentage of members do 
not part icipate in any of the 
events which are organised on 
their behalf, one way of saving a 
considerable amount would be to 
circulate any information regard-
ing the Section to only those who 
take part in the events with the 
remainder having to read about 
them in the magazine. This would 
certainly reduce our costs consid-
erably, but is this the way to com-
municate with each other? How 
would you feel if this were to 
happen, or don' t you really care? 
You can let me know how you feel 
regarding this subject on 01577 
865607 or write to me at the 
usual address. 

John Crawford 

W e s t 
This month will be short and 

sweet with only the basics cov-
ered. Firstly, the BTME, as a 
pa t ron nominee I thoroughly 
enjoyed my trip and would rec-
ommend future visits to every-
body, even if just to meet old 

acquaintances. The size of the 
outlay is quite unbelievable but 
justifiable with regard to our pro-
fession. One day was spent just 
touring round talking and looking 
at what was on offer. I couldn' t 
believe there were so many irriga-
tion companies, all the big names 
for machinery, fertilisers and top 
dressings. The next day was spent 
at seminars and in between meet-
ing old friends with the occasion-
al refreshment plus a shot on the 
longest drive machine (which was 
defini tely out of order!). The 
final conclusion - a must for 
everybody. 

New members of the Association 
- David Hu t ton , Strathaven; 
Garry Swan, Mount Ellen; Kevin 
McGuire, Moun t Ellen, and 
Simon Rothwell, Myerscough 
College. Welcome to the Section, 
we look forward to seeing you at 
future events. 

Things to bear in mind for the 
coming months:- March 3 -
Education Conference, Dunfer-
mline College, price £25; March 
17 - SGM day visit to Gleneagles. 
A talk will be given by Jim Kidd 
along with a tour of Gleneagles 
followed by lunch at SGMs new 
headquarters. A bus will be pro-
vided; March 25 - Head 
Greenkeepers /Conveners day at 
East Kilbride. All of these will be 
notified in the events diary which 
you should have received, if not 
then contact me on 0141 942 
5554. 

Just a point to note. Bobby 
Granger, Cawder GC, has just 
come out of hospital after a triple 
heart bypass operat ion and is 
looking to start back to work 
sometime in March. The Section 
wishes him well and that every-
thing runs hopefully to plan. 

Also if there is interesting infor-
mat ion out there then please 
inform me. T h a n k you John 
Robertson for your information 
regarding a conservation talk at 
Hilton Park. 

Stuart Taylor 

N o r t h Wes t 
I have just returned from the 

BTME show in Harrogate and once 
again it was a great show. This year 
even more companies were exhibit-
ing and I do believe we had record 
attendance. The exhibition does 
not just happen and I must com-
mend the BIGGA staff for their 
hard work and excellent organisa-
tion in putting together what must 
be the finest exhibition of its kind, 
certainly in this country. 

The Mere seminar starts our year 
off on Thursday, March 19, so if 
you have not already registered 
contact me as soon as possible. In 
April we have the annual golf tour-
nament against the North Wales 
Section and I will require a team of 
16. By the time you read this the 
venue will have been confirmed so 
if you wish to be part of the win-
ning team contact me. 

People on the move - David 
Mil.bourne has been appointed 
Course Manager at Birchwood GC 
and Adrian Holt, as Deputy Head. 
Another greenkeeper on the move 
will be Antony Davies at Prestbury 
GC who will hopefully be moving 
the full 26 miles in the London 
Marathon to raise money to send a 
child to America for specialist treat-
ment. If you would like to sponsor 
him call him on 01625 430724. 

Any news, views or if you want to 
play in the match against North 
Wales ring me on 0151 724 5412. 

Bert Cross 

S h e f f i e l d 
On December 4 we held our win-

ter lecture at Rotherham GC. The 
lecture was given by Nick Lawson, 
from OCMIS Irrigation. Our thanks 
go to Nick who gave a very interest-
ing lecture on irrigation which was 
enjoyed by around 40 of our mem-

bers. 
May I, on behalf of the Section, 

convey our thanks to BIGGA on an 
excellent exhibition at Harrogate, 
BTME 98. Well done, I think every-
one who attended enjoyed the exhi-
bition once again. 

Congratulations go to David 
Milbourne on his appointment as 
Course Manager at Birchwood GC. 
Unfortunately David will be leaving 
the Section and I would like to 
thank him for everything he has 
done. Good luck David! 

New members this month include 
Simon Brown,Worksop; Shane 
Williams, Renishaw; Joel France, 
Hillsborough; Arthur Ward, Brough; 
John Davis and Alan Sampson, both 
Dore and Totley; Paul Hague, 
Hallowes; Craig Bentley, Silkstone; 
Jason Williams, Sitwell, and Ian 
Benson, Rother Valley. 

John Lax 

N o r t h Wales 
I hope everyone who attended the 

BTME enjoyed themselves. Again it 
was excellent and we also had a 
good turnout from our Section at 
the AGM. Unfortunately I believe 
some over enjoyed it and caused a 
problem on the coach. I am led to 
believe they weren't greenkeepers 
but from what I can gather it was 
unacceptable behaviour. I will keep 
you informed on the matter. 

Bill Lawson has retired from 
Heswall and also been made a life 
member of the Association, a fitting 
tribute to a man that was instru-
mental in the setting up of BIGGA. 
I have known Bill for over 20 years 
and can tell you all that without 
him and a few other dedicated 
greenkeepers we wouldn't be where 
we are today. Thanks again Bill, 
somehow I think we'll still see you 
about. His position at Heswall has 
been filled by Guy Cannings who 
has been with Bill for many years. 
Good luck Guy! 

Congratulations are in order to 
Andy Campbell, of Carden Park, on 
becoming a Master Greenkeeper. 
You've gone a long way since your 
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apprenticeship at Chester, Andy. 
Well done mate! 

There is a trip to the 
Mommersteeg factory in Holland 
around June 18, also taking in the 
new Ajax Stadium. I went on the 
last one which was excellent. If any-
one is interested they should con-
tact Terry Adamson. 

The Spring Tournament which is 
also the RiteFeed qualifier is to be 
held at Porthmadog on April 21. 

Finally I attended a meeting of the 
golf liaison panel at the Welsh 
College of Horticulture. It was a 
very positive and interesting gather-
ing of every aspect of the industry 
including the GTC, WGU, SDA, 
BIGGA, Greens Chairman, Club 
Secretary, College Principal and 
trade. This is a fine example of all 
the various branches of the business 
working together for the one aim of 
raising standards throughout the 
whole industry. 

The courses in the pipeline at the 
College and the proposed golf 
course auger well for golf in Wales. 
Watch this space. 

Dave Goodridge 

Spring qualifier. The event is to be 
held on Tuesday April 14 at Bradley 
Hall GC - tee off from 10.30 am. 
Again, if you are intending playing 
in this event please send your name 
and £15 to me at the address below 
as soon as possible. 

Anyone from around the Section 
with any news please contact me at 
1 Cockley Meadows, Kirkheaton, 
Huddersfield HD5 OLA or tele-
phone me at home on 01484 
317813 or mobile 0411 601420. 

Simon Heppenstall 

miEitmi» 

East o f Eng land 
I hope as I am writing this that 

Spring is not all that far away and 
we have a good start to the season. 

I hope everyone from the East of 
England Section enjoyed their trip 
to the BTME which was even better 
than last year which takes some 
beating. Congratulations go to 
everyone at H Q who organised it 
and anyone else who assisted in the 
show, it just keeps getting better. 
Another pleasing aspect was meet-
ing up with so many friends from 
other regions and hearing how they 
are all doing. It is good to hear col-
lege friend Tony McLure from the 
North East has taken an active role 
in BIGGA. 

A welcome to new members of the 
Section - Karl Westen, Peter 
Murphy, David Burgess, 
Christopher Tuck and Simon 
Winters. 

While speaking to the Area 
Manager, Ben Petitjean of 
Barenbrug, at BTME he told me he 
would be pleased to play a more 
active role in our sections. This was 
to include sponsorship of a golf day 
but also discussed was for the 
Section to organise a trip to Holland 
with a programme to include a visit 
to the Barenbrug Group 

Headquarters to see the latest trial 
and breeding grounds and then on 
into Amsterdam for a meal. Anyone 
interested then please let me know 
so as to organise transport. 

Graeme Macdonald 

M i d A n g l i a 
The Section will be visiting 

Brocket Hall GC on the 17th of this 
month for a course visit to see the 
initial stages of the construction for 
a further 18 holes. John Wells, the 
Course Manager, will be showing us 
around. Those who wish to attend 
please meet in the main golf club car 
park at 1.30 pm and please bring 
outdoor footwear. 

I am sure that most people by now 
are aware that Chas Ayres is leaving 
Lodgeways to pursue a new career 
working for Richard Long. On 
behalf of the Section I would like to 
wish Chas every success in the 
future and to thank him for his sup-
port of the Section over a number of 
years. 

Chris Rook, from Lodgeway, has 
expressed his desire to keep the four 
ball competition running. To this 
end Steve Mason, of Mount 
Pleasant GC, will be administering 
the event (Steve was elected to the 
Section Committee at the AGM). 
Entry forms will be sent out in due 
course and the closing date for 
entries is Monday 20th April. The 
full draw will then take place and 
members will have the relevant 
information at the Spring meeting 
at Lamerwood GC on April 23. The 
Spring meeting will be the Section 
qualifier for the RiteFeed National 
Competition (previously the 
Hayter). 

It is likely that the format for the 
golf events this year will change 
slightly for the afternoon rounds 
playing greensome and Texas scram-
ble competitions rather than all day 
Stableford/medals. Members 
should, by now, have received a full 
fixture card for 1998. Leighton 
Buzzard, Mill Green and Ashridge 
are the golf clubs being used to stage 
our summer, autumn and winter 

events respectively. Neil Whittaker, 
who was also recently elected onto 
the committee has kindly accepted 
the role of Handicap Secretary for 
the Section. 

Numbers of entries for golf events 
in 1997 were significantly lower 
than in the previous year. 

While we all appreciate that it is 
not always possible for all staff 
members to play at events due to 
work commitments we rely on Head 
Greenkeepers/Course Managers to 
encourage this whenever possible in 
order to ensure the success of our 
golf days. It is expected that entry 
fees for all golf events during 1998 
will remain at 1997 prices. 

Paul Lockett 

M i d l a n d 
Last month I said I would in this 

month's report give you all the news 
and information that I have regard-
ing competitions and the committee 
for this year. To start with the com-
petition we now have dates and 
venues and these are as follows:-
Spring Tournament - Ingestre Park 
(27 holes) Thursday May 27; 
Summer - Wrekin (18 holes) 
Thursday July 9; Autumn -
Edgbaston (27 holes) Monday 
September 28; Winter - Copt Heath 
(Texas Scramble) Thursday 
December 10. 

The serving committee for this 
year will be as follows:- Rhys 
iThomas, Eddie Stant, Peter 
Richmond, Trafford Stonebridge 
(Chairman), Jonathan Wood, Peter 
Holtham, Andrew Smith, Kim 
Blake and Tony Cheese. 

During '98 we hope to arrange 
more visits to championship courses 
as those people who attended the 
trip to Sunningdale and Wentworth 
felt that it was very enjoyable and 
informative. There is a possibility 
that a trip can be arranged to 
Turnberry which will involve an 
overnight stop but we can get spon-
sorship for this and expect the cost 
to be around £30. It is expected to 
take place during April or May If 
anyone is interested in attending 

Nor the rn 
Another BTME flashes by and as 

always it was an excellent exhibi-
tion. I was pleased to see some old 
faces that I hadn't seen for some 
time. 

Many thanks to Telford Jarvis, 
Dennis Cockburn and Ian 
Thompson for helping me out on 
the Northern Region stand. I think 
we probably had the quietest 'stint' 
on the stand due to being the first 
on the Wednesday morning. 

Anyone still wishing to book 
places for this year's Annual Dinner 
Dance on March 14 must have their 
payment (£16 per person) in at 
least two weeks before the event. 
This will enable seating plans to be 
drawn up and the numbers to be 
sent to the fire officer so that in the 
unlikely event of a fire they are 
aware of how many are present. 

At present I haven't many names 
booked in for this year's RiteFeed 

ITS EFFECT IS SHATTERING 

Charterhouse Deep aeration on an intensively used golf course is vital if the 
which we require are to survive. 

We purchased our first Verti-Drain back in 1983 and very 
quickly bought a second. Both these machines have 
been working on a continuous basis providing 
excellent results and utilising only a 
minimum of spare parts. 
Comment From Walter Woods 
St. Andrews Links Golf Course supervisor 
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please get in touch with me on 
01384 292396 and we can get some 
idea of the interest. I have to point 
out that those members who sup-
ported last years trip will have pri-
ority. 

I would like to point out on behalf 
of the committee that it is your 
Section so you should make the 
most of these events but if there is 
anything you think that we could 
arrange please give us your ideas as 
we can only do what we think the 
membership wants. If you have any 
ideas please call any member of the 
committee or me on 01384 
292396. 

Finally I would like to introduce 
some more new members - they are 
Karl Lans, James Boddington, 
David Couls, Anthony Hardy and 
Andrew Davies. 

Jonathan Wood 

East Midlands 
This year's BTME was attended 

by several Section members with a 
good percentage staying for several 
days. Although I missed most of the 
first day because I was confined to 
bed with the flu it once again turned 
out to be another great BTME 
show. Three excellent workshops 
were on offer as well as the National 

Education Conference for the first 
two days. The next three days pro-
duced some excellent seminars plus 
a great display of machinery, fertilis-
ers, top-dressings etc at the Show. 
The social evenings provided great 
entertainment for everybody and it 
is a credit to all the staff at 
Headquarters for providing a very 
enjoyable and memorable week for 
everyone lucky enough to attend. 
Next year however it would be nice 
to see the support of more mem-
bers. 

The Section's next event will be 
the Spring Tournament and the 
RiteFeed qualifier at Beeston Fields 
on May 13. This year's Christmas 
Tournament will be held on 
Thursday, December 10, and not 
the 3rd as previously stated. 

Antony Bindley 

B B & O 
The first committee meeting of 

the year was held at Harleyford on 
February 4. This traditionally is 
always a busy meeting with the 
forthcoming golf events to organise. 
The venues have been confirmed 
with only one date to finalise:-
Spring - Reading GC, April 16; 
Summer - The Oxfordshire GC, 
August 3; Autumn - Harleyford GC, 

no date; Turkey Trot - Whiteleaf 
GC, November 26. I am sure you 
will agree that the above venues are 
quite impressive. There are a lot of 
clubs in the area that we would like 
to hold an event at in the coming 
seasons but at present there are not 
too many volunteers. If you would 
like to host one fo the events for 
next year then please get in touch as 
soon as possible so as to pick the 
prime slots! Along with your first 
invite of the season you will receive 
a report by our Chairman, Ray 
Clark, explaining several issues 
including the AGM and sponsor-
ship. 

I have mentioned on several occa-
sions in the past about trying to 
organise some alternatives to the 
golf days ie go-karting or bowling. 
This unfortunately has never got off 
the ground, that was until recently 
when in conjunction with T. H. 
Whites, Rob Weir, from Wokefield 
Park, organised a go-karting night at 
the Woodley Centre in Reading. 
This proved very successful with 
about 35 people taking part. 
Despite some wreckless driving 
nobody was seriously injured! 

It was great fun despite the lads 
from Wokefield being ringers and 
taking over the podium with a clean 

sweep. I believe Rob and his team 
are planning the next social event 
(bowling) soon so if you want to 
swell the numbers get in touch as 
soon as possible. 

Finally, David Gower, from The 
Oxfordshire, is looking for some vol-
unteers to assist with course prepa-
ration during the week of the 
Benson and Hedges Tournament in 
May. If you can help out then please 
contact me. There will be free tick-
ets on offer for the volunteers plus a 
goodie bag of sorts. 

Lindsay Anderson 

London 
After attending the AGM at Porters 

Park I found myself volunteered to 
take over writing this column for the 
London Section. First of all I would 
like, on behalf of the Section, to 
thank Tony Dunstan for all the time 
he has devoted to this task over the 
last few years. The hardest part of 
writing this is, of course, to have 
something worth writing about and as 
we all like to know what is going on in 

G R E E N S M A S T E R ® 3 2 0 0 S E R I E S 

L I S T E N A N D Y O U ' L L L E A R N 
W H A T M A K E S T H I S A S O U N D 

I N V E S T M E N T 
Low noise, high power and precision cutting make Toro's 
Greensmaster 3200 the complete solution for greenkeepers 
looking for perfection. 
With carefully selected petrol or diesel engines which are high on 
power yet low on sound, this exceptionally quiet ride-on greens 
mower boasts a unique, unrivalled cutting system to give 
superb quality of cut. 
Its responsive cutting system prevents sliding and scuffing on turns, 
while floating cutting units give enhanced ground contour 
following and a precision cut, further enhanced by a highly 
efficient collection system. 
For a sound investment, trust Toro. Simply telephone 01480 476971 
and we'll arrange for a local dealer to contact you. 

TORO. 
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the area please let me have your news 
so that it can be included here in the 
future. 

Excellent news from Moor Park 
Course Manager, John Edwards. After 
some years, mutual agreement has 
now been reached between English 
Heritage, Three Rivers Council, Moor 
Park 1958 Residents Association and 
Moor Park GC on the design and con-
struction site of a new greenkeepers' 
complex. The new site will be situated 
further away from the Mansion on 
the access road known as Watford 
Road. The work started in December 
1997 by main contractors Leominster 
Construction will incorporate the 
machinery garage, maintenance 
workshop, chemical and fertiliser 
store and chemical washdown tank as 
well as the Course Manager's office 
and male and female cloakrooms. 
Completion is due Easter 1998. 

A new appointment in the area is 
Gavin Kyle as Course Manager at 
Hendon GC. A good Scottish name 
disguises the fact that Gavin origi-
nates from South Africa although he 
has been in the UK for 17 years and 
was previously working at Sutton 
Green GC near Woking, where Laura 
Davies is the Touring Professional. A 
warm welcome to the area to Gavin, 
his partner, Mamie, and young 

daughter, Katie. 
Dates for your diary - Gentleman's 

Dinner at Walton Heath GC on 
March 6; London Section Spring 
Tournament - the RiteFeed Challenge 
will be held at Highgate GC, date to 
be announced. 

Last but by no means least is the 
news that Chris Carpenter, Course 
Manager of Brookmans Park GC, is 
the latest recipient of the Master 
Greenkeeper Award. Chris was one of 
two greenkeepers to be presented 
with his award and Master 
Greenkeeper's Jacket at BTME 98 in 
Harrogate. Chris tells me that there 
are now five Master Greenkeepers in 
the USA and eleven in the UK. 
Congratulations on a magnificent 
achievement from all in the London 
Section. 

Peter Hopkinson 

Essex 
New members this month include 

Ivan Chadwick, Three Rivers; Gary 
Coxall, Paul Gatland, Jeffrey Foulger, 
John Harston, Alan Cornell and 
Andrew Cook, Chigwell; Terry 
Edmonds, Braintree, and William 
Galway, of the Greenkeeping Supply 
Company. 

Our next lecture will be held on 
March 17 at Writtle College, Main 

Building, Room Y57 starting at 7.30 
pm. Dr Alan Gange, of the Royal 
Holloway University of London, will 

f ive a talk entitled "The hidden truth 

eneath the soil". 
Please note that the new date for 

the South East Regional Seminar at 
Hadlow College will be May 19. 

We are holding a pairs knockout 
competition open to all Essex Section 
members. The cost will be £5 per pair 
and entries and cheques should be 
sent to Michael Fance, 235 Linnet 
Drive, Tile Kiln, Chelmsford CM2 
8AZ (telephone 01245 6020980 by 
March 27. If you have not got a part-
ner send in your entry and Michael 
will try to accommodate you! 

I spent a very interesting evening 
recently in the company of Frank 
Newberry who gave a talk on 
"Essential management skills in 
greenkeeping." Anyone who hasn't 
been to one of Frank's courses should 
as they would find them very useful. 
36 people attended and we thank 
Martin for his organisation and 
Writtle College for the use of the 
room.. The main sponsors were 
Tuckwells and our thanks go to Neil. 
After the talk we retired to the College 
bar for the raffle and thanks go to 
Rigby Taylor, Avoncrop Amenity 
Products, Grass Roots and Kings 

Horticulture for the prizes. 
At the last count the Essex Section 

had 156 members so let's see more of 
you at the golf days and lectures. 

Congratulations go out to Michael 
Oakes, Assistant Greenkeeper at 
Rochford Hundred GC, who recendy 
became a father of a baby daughter, 
Hannah. Congratulations to Becky. 

Please let me know if anything 
interesting is happening at your club 
call Dave Wells on 01702 522202. 

Dave Wells 

Sou th West and 
Sou th Wales Region 

On Friday, January 9,1 posted (first 
class) the travel arrangements to the 
delegates on the BTME Express to 
Harrogate then sat back and relaxed 
as all the arrangements had been 
completed and there was nothing else 
to do. 

Some days later I received a tele-
phone call asking about the travel 
arrangements, pick up times etc, then 
another, then another... 
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After roasting the Royal Mail alive for 
their inefficiency I then received a tele-
phone call to say that the details had 
arrived at last but without a stamp and 
it had to be collected from the Post 
Office and 40p paid. Then I received 
another call, ana another and anoth-
er... How long before I live that one 
down! 

However on January 20 the coach 
turned up on time, all the delegates 
turned up at their allotted pick-ups 
(even Robin!) and we made record time 
to Harrogate, where we were welcomed 
by our friendly hotel staff. 

It was my first experience of BTME 
and I was very impressed with the 
whole organisation and the wonderful 
atmosphere in the halls. The banquet 
was most impressive and I thought the 
caterers dealt with 650 people in exem-
plary manner. Hats off to the organisers 
of the whole show. 

On the way home in the coach the 
Regional Chairman, Ivor Scoones, pre-
sented an engraved barometer to 
Richard Whyman, who has just stood 
down after serving on the Regional 
Board for eight years. Ivor expressed 
everyone's thanks to him for Ms hard 
and dedicated work over the years and 
also to Bill Mitchell, who has also stood 
down this year but who has also been a 
very valued member of the Board. 

I was very touched also to receive a 
bouquet of flowers from the lads on the 
coach as a thank you for organising the 
trip and tucking them up into bed with 
their hot chocolate and Enid Blyton 
stories (This is becoming a habit!). 

Thank you it was a lovely gesture. 
You were great fun to be with. 

Paula Humphries 

South Coast 
We had our first committee meeting 

of 1998 at Bramshaw GC. The main 
task of our meeting was to elect the 
various officers and the outcome was:-
Vice Chairman - Trevor Smith; 
Tournament Organiser - Trevor 
Smith; Regional Reps - Kerran Daly 
<SL Jeff Drake; Standby Regional Rep -
Tony Gadd; Magazine - Ken Lodge. 
Trevor Smith is organising the First 
Aid courses. For those of you who are 
interested contact Trevor on 0410 
835242. He needs at least 8 names 
for each course. 

Trevor has arranged a match against 
the Secretaries at Highcliff GC. This 
is to be held at 2.00 pm on Tuesday 
April 7 and anyone interested in play-
ing should contact Trevor. Last years 
competition was held at Alresford GC 
and was a great success. 

Our Spring Tournament will be held 
at Knighton Heath GC on Thursday 

April 23, not Wednesday 22 as in 
your programmes. The cost for the 
day is £15 which includes lunch and 
evening meal. The competition will 
consist of a 27 hole medal and will 
also be the qualifier for the RiteFeed 
Regional final. The National final this 
year is being held at Gleneagles. 
Trevor tells me there will be some very 
good prizes on the table however 
numbers are limited to get your entry 
forms in early. You should send your 
entry forms, including a cheque for 
£15, current handicap and your name 
and address to:- Fred Deamon, Golf 
Club Bungalow, Alton GC, Old 
Odiham Road, Alton GU34 4BU, 
telephone 01420 86679. 

One thing I must stress is that all 
trophies are at Knighton Heath GC 
for presentation. If any of last year's 
winners have difficulties in returning 
your trophy please contact Trevor 
Smith as soon as possible. 

Just another quick reminder for 
Westurf which is fast approaching. 
Make a note of the date - April 29. It 
will be a fine sunny day this year - see 
you all there on the day. 

Our immediate Past Chairman, 
Alan Mitchell, has been at home with 
pneumonia for the last few weeks. 
June, his wife said that he is slowly 
improving. I am sure the Section 

would like to wish him all the best 
and a speedy recovery. 

The BTME at Harrogate proved to 
be a terrific success. The reports of the 
National Conference were of high 
quality speeches to packed audiences. 
The workshops were fully booked and 
greatly appreciated by all who attend-
ed. The AGM went off relatively 
smoothly and the Section sends its 
congratulations and best wishes for a 
successful year to Gordon Child, the 
new BIGGA Chairman. 

The exhibition was hot and hectic. 
It had expanded into yet another hall 
but still retained the friendly atmos-
phere for which it is renowned. The 
seminar programme was well bal-
anced and the facilities were a big 
improvement on last year. Among 
some excellent papers presented my 
special congratulations should go to 
Mark Jones, of Preston GC. Mark's 
talk on greens reconstruction at his 
course proved of great interest to 
many. 

Although the South Coast Section 
were few in number on the coach 
there was good representation in 
Harrogate. It was pleasing to see so 
many friendly faces during the exhi-
bition and out and about the town. 
The banquet was the social highlight 
of the week. The entertainment was 

Our range of seeds gives you all the benefits of one and a half 

centuries of breeding. So when you want to bring new life, 

strength and disease resistance back to your playing surface,| 

Johnsons will deliver the goods, season after season. We 

supply Wembley's "hallowed turf" and are one of Britain's 

Whatever their sport, players deserve a surface that can 

absorb all they dish out and bounce back for the next fixture 

From rugby pitches to golf courses, Johnsons' grass playing 

surfaces can cope with the best of British sport - and the 

worst of British weather. 
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not to everyone's liking but with 650 
people sitting down for a meal and 
cabaret you are unlikely to please 
everyone. 

The whole trip was a great success 
thanks mainly to the organisation 
and energy of the Regional 
Administrator Paula Humphries. 
Everything ran smoothly and there 
was always a smile and even cake for 
all aboard the coach. Congratulations 
Paula on an excellent trip, I can't wait 
for next year! 

The BTME report was forwarded 
by Kerran Daly. It would seem that 
once again a great success for BTME 
and for BIGGA. 

Ken Lodge 

Devon and Cornwall 
With no Section meeting in 

January it was nice to see so many of 
the Section's membership take 
advantage of the Region's Westurf 
sponsored trip to this year's BTME 
at Harrogate. On arrival at our hotel 
we were greeted with the usual warm 
welcome from the hotel's staff and 
after a few ales and a lot of discus-
sions that night we awoke the next 
morning to the now accustomed 
snow as we walked to the exhibition 
halls. On arrival at the BTME show 
all our expectations were met and 

past as the show was the biggest and 
best to date with the seminars run-
ning though the day giving us all an 
excellent educational opportunity 
One of the speakers at the seminar 
programme was Section member 
Robert Brewer, Course Manager 
/Director of Golf at St Mellion 
International, who gave an excellent 
presentation on "Business Planning 
for Greenkeeping". 

The long eight-hour journey home 
began on Friday at 12.30 with the 
coach leaving on time and arriving 
slightly ahead of schedule at Exeter 
services and even Mr Mole who suf-
fers from travel sickness looked 
remarkably well after the journey! 
Congratulations must go to our 
Regional Administrator, Paula, who 
had organised the superb trip. Also I 
would like to congratulate all the 
staff at head office for organising the 
best ever BTME and seminar pro-
gramme. 

Our last meeting of the winter pro-
gramme will be the Rhone-Poulenc 
and Supaturf meeting which will be 
held at West Cornwall G C on 
Wednesday April 1. The day will 
start as always with golfing mem-
bers competing for the Supaturf 
Trophy (Head Greenkeepers) and 
the Rhone-Poulenc Trophy 

(Assistants). As always non-golfing 
members will have a guided tour of 
the course and sheds. After lunch 
our sponsors Rhone-Poulenc and 
Supaturf will give members a pre-
sentation on their companies before 
we move to our educational talk 
which will be presented by 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust. 

Westurf is now just around the 
corner and hopefully the weather 
will be as good as last year. This will 
be Paula's first Westurf so let's see a 
big attendance from you to show 
your support to our Region - with-
out it the region can't help you. 

REMEMBER - 29th April 1998 at 
Long Ashton GC, Bristol. 

Richard Whyman 

South Wales 
New writer - same old info! The 

Christmas Golf Day and AGM was 
again a great success with 55 golfers 
and 75 sampling excellent catering at 
Pyle and Kenfig GC. The attendance is 
a reflection on the excellent condition 
we find the course in each year. A spe-
cial thanks must go out to Mr E 
Robinson and his staff for all their 
efforts and also to the Secretary Mr 
Rodger Thomas who we all wish a 
happy retirement to! Also thanks goes 
to the Caterers and the Club Captain, 

Mr John Cattle. 
A big thumbs up also goes to the 

trade for all their support, especially the 
sponsors Alan Stow, Vitax, and Kim 
Davies, Celtic Mowers. We were also 
graced with the attendance of BIGGA 
Vice Chairman, Gordon Child, his 
wife, Marion, and our Regional 
Administrator, Paula Humphries. The 
results for the day were as follows:-1. A. 
Hatcher, 37; 2. J. Probert, 36; 3. E 
Williams, 35. Well done to all three. 

The evening lectures programme at 
Pencoed College is well under way now 
with some excellent speakers giving up 
their time to pass on some of their 
expertise. December was Duncan 
Stewart, Managing Director of 
Envirogreen. who gave an insight into 
special "Waste Regulations 9 6 ' which 
our whole region must be very up-to-
date with as only five people attended. 

Bruce Jamieson also gave up some of 
his time to bring us up-to-date on the 
latest improvements in Golf Course 
Management and we had a great 
evening with 26 in attendance. Bruce 
has an excellent background, he started 
out in '73 at Turnberry, from '83 to '88 
he was at Royal Porthcawl and later 
became the European Tour Director of 
Agronomy In 1995 he started a con-
sultancy business. The 1998 
Committee is:- Chairman - David 

smooth 

I Johnsons Seeds 
Johnsons Seeds put success at your feet. 
Johnsons Seeds, London Road, Boston, Lincolnshire PE21 8AD 

Tel: 01205 365051 Fax:01205 311233 
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Ward; Vice Chairman - Mike Jones; 
Goli/Social Sub Committee - M Jones 
(Chairman), A Panks, Peter Lacey 
(Secretary), J B Jones, A Hatcher, J 
Probert, C Solman; Education Sub-
Committee - M Davies, A Macleod, R 
Hatcher, R Patterson, D Ward; 
Regional Board - D Ward, D Jenkins. 

Movers and Shakers - Mr Tony 
Iafrate has returned from over the 
bridge back to the homeland to take up 
the Deputy Head post at Cardiff GC, 
good luck 

Not to be Missed - Westurf is only a 
month away and its success relies on 
our support, please make a big effort to 
attend 

Any information for Movers and 
Shakers or Not to be Missed call me on 
0976 307884 or 01222 549327. 

Chris Solman 

South West 
January has come and gone and sev-

eral of the South West greenkeepers 
are getting over the headaches 
brought on by the annual trip to 
Harrogate. When I say headaches I 
am of course referring to the informa-
tion overload that one often seems to 
get at the BTME as opposed to ones 
brought on through alcoholic poison-
ing. Is it me or do we all go from one 
stand to the next convinced that we 
have just received free information on 

miracle cures to all turf problems only 
then to be told at the next stand that 
the product we have just ordered is in 
fact an elaborate confidence trick and 
that they themselves have the prod-
uct that will solve problems till eterni-
ty To cap it all we then go to one of 
the excellent seminars and are told by 
some scientist from one of the 
American Universities that neither 
product has ever or will ever work. 
Very frustrating isn't it, but I suppose 
that is what is meant by the 
"Learning Experience". 

Despite all this Harrogate was, as 
ever, brilliant. The show was the 
most popular yet and the speakers 
superb. Congratulations to Gordon 
on taking over as Chairman, you've 
certainly deserved it. I am sure it's 
going to be quite a year not only for 
yourself but for Marion as well. Also 
congratulations to Paula for her 
organisation of the South West 
coach, she did us proud and it was as 
usual the bargain of the year. 

Not a lot coming up at the 
moment on the golfing front but if 
anyone would like to do a short edu-
cation course in the future just give 
me a ring. Since having the pleasure 
of organising these courses we seem 
to have added an abrasive wheel 
course to the usual spraying, first aid 
and chainsaw and can now offer 

manual handling and tractor profi-
ciency to the list. So if anyone wants 
to have a go at the above or for that 
matter anything else you can think 
of (greenkeeper related that is) then 
give me a ring on 01380 828380 
and I will try and sort it out for you. 

Marc Haring 

South East 
The Section will have had its first 

Section meeting in early February so 
we will be able to notify everyone con-
cerned of our plans regarding events 
for this year, hopefully during March 
when dates have been confirmed. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
on behalf of our Section to give our 
sincere thanks to Janet Adamson, 
Membership Services Officer, Ken 
Richardson, Education and Training 
Manager, John Pemberton, 
Administration Manager, and Past 
Chairman, Pat Murphy, for their 
tremendous support ana encourage-
ment we received during our forma-
tion last year. They really are a credit 
to the Association. 

On behalf of the Section I would like 
to congratulate our Chairman, 
Graham Wylie, on his new appoint-
ment of Course Manager at Malone 
GC. It is one of Ireland's finest park-
land courses having hosted Irish ama-
teur championships as well as profes-
sional tournaments including the Irish 
Senior Masters. We all wish him the 
very best. 

I would like to welcome James 
Logan and Lyndon Idull, of 
Ledenmore GC, and Wolsey White, 
of Portadown GC, as new members to 
the Section. I have also just heard that 
William Smith of Bangor GC has just 
become the proud father of a baby 
son. Best wishes go out to William 
and his wife on their happy event. 

Finally if anyone has any news from 
within the Section please do not hesi-
tate to contact me, including green-
keepers in Fermamagh and Tyrone. 

I f there are any greenkeepers inter-
ested in joining the Section feel ftee to 
ring me at home on 01762 323348 
any evening. 

Ken Henderson 

See you all next month! 

FAVOURIT ISM 

• TORO. 

Turf Irrigation Services (Sandbach) Limited. 
Brookvale, Love Lane, Betchton, Sandbach, CW11 0TS. 

What's behind the smile? 
Sheer favouritism! 
After all, a little bias is 
understandable, 
especially when it's in 
favour of a TIS irrigation 
and maintenance system 
for your pitch or green. 
To put a smile on your 
face, call TIS on 
01477 500255 today. 

Favouritism, 

Understandable 

preference for a 

better kind of 

turf irrigation and 

maintenance 

system. 
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World class 
turf care. 

We have the edge. 

O v e r 200 years exper ience 

in developing and 

manufac tu r ing grass cu t t ing 

equ ipmen t is undoubtedly a 

key factor in Ransomes ' 

worldwide success. 

Ransomes has con t inued to identify customers ongoing needs 

and respond wi th con t inuous improvement , vision and 

innova t ion to stay ahead of the compet i t ion . W h i c h is why the 

current range offers unbea tab le features, toughness and value 

for money. 

But del ivering the equ ipmen t is only the first part of our service. 

W e have also worked extremely hard in developing a Ransomes 

worldwide dealer ne twork wh ich offers support right th rough to 

af ter sales. 

T h e r e is o n e more th ing t ha t 

exper ience has taught us at 

Ransomes. O u r passion and 

c o m m i t m e n t to serve our 

customers at all t imes and at 

all levels is w h a t different ia tes 

us f rom the compet i t ion . 

For a f ree demons t r a t ion or the n a m e of your nearest dealer 

call f r eephone 0500 026208 for details. 

TEXTRON 
Ransomes Textron, Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG 
Tel: 01473 270000 Fax: 01473 276300 
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Attention to weed control and vegetation management is the key 
to successful tree establishment. Woodland Consultant Eamonn 
Wall considers some of the management options available. 

Turn over a new 

Cost effective tree establishment 
depends on many factors such as 
site conditions and the size of the 
area being planted. Over the past 
ten years the UK has experienced a 
large increase in the amount of tree 
planting on lowland ex-agricultural 
land, much of it now golr courses. 
These planting schemes once com-
posed just the odd field corner and 
small shelter belts and have grown 
with the aid of the Farm Woodland 
Schemes to the point where a 100 
acre scheme or larger is not now 
unusual. 

Many of the smaller schemes 
utilised tree shelters with an after 
care herbicide regime consisting of 
propyzamide (eg Kerb granules or 
liquid) or glyphosate (eg Roundup). 
This is still a fairly robust and com-
mon practice as long as other pests 
have been taken into account such 
as hares and deer, either by correct 
choice of shelter size, fencing or 
shooting control. If the tubes 
haven't been pushed a wee bit into 
the ground, voles can gain access 
and kill trees by bark removal and 
shoot nibbling. However, usually 
tubes will provide adequate protec-
tion on the whole from voles. Care 
must be taken to remove tubes if 
they start to restrict tree girth and to 
screef all vegetation from the base of 
the tube before planting to prevent 
grass smothering the trees within 
the tubes. 

Spiral guards with or without the 
support of bamboo canes reduce the 
cost of protection by about half. 
Again it is advisable to remove canes 
when their support is no longer 
required and check that the spirals 
are unravelling as the tree grows. 

As planting schemes become larg-
er, the use or individual tree protec-
tion is no longer cost effective and 
bare planting takes over. The skilled 
use of chemical herbicides becomes 
a greater issue and this also applies 
to the establishment of hedges now 
being greatly encouraged by such 
grant schemes as the Countryside 
Premium Scheme in Scotland. 

When establishing trees into grass 
sward, spot weeding with a gramini-
cide (ie grass herbicide) can turn the 

field of grass into a field of nasty 
weeds. The removal of grass pro-
vides broad leaved weed seeds the 
opportunity to germinate, such as 
thistle, nettle, willowherb, docks 
and ragwort. Even though these gen-
erally don't provide trees with too 
much competition, they are disliked 
by farmers and their neighbours. 
However on arable sites, these 
weeds can overcome and smother 
trees and also provide stiff competi-
tion to the establishment of hedges. 

Ground cultivation such as 
mounding provides the tree with an 
elevated planting position and a 
weed free space for the first growing 
season. This elevation can some-
times deter voles. When voles are a 
problem the use of tree shelters or 
simple 300mm vole guards are 
required. On larger ex-arable sites 
and Christmas tree plantations, a 
bare ground regime is usually suc-
cessful in deterring voles as they 
have no cover from predation.. Often 
one hears that it is preferable to sow 
a slow growing grass mix into the 
field prior to planting to exclude the 
influx of farm weeds. This is good 
idea but doesn't deal with the vole 
problem and would necessitate the 
use of vole guards. The annoying 
thing about voles is that some sites 
are much worse affected than others. 

The effective use of chemical her-
bicides to (1) promote tree growth, 
(2) provide a bare ground space 
around each tree or throughout the 
entire planting scheme to deter 
voles, and (3) to keep noxious weeds 
under control, is best attained by 
the use of a small number of herbi-
cides whose application is fully 
understood. 

Herbicides be divided into 
three broad groups: 

1. Residual herbicides. These prod-
ucts act via the soil where they are 
taken up through the roots of weeds. 
It is important that these herbicides 
are applied to damp soil and that 
rain allows application to move 
them into the top 2-3cm of the soil. 
If these products are applied to dry 
soil and little or no rainfall follows 

application, weed control will be 
poor. Residual herbicides must be 
applied to a firm fine tilth; if large 
clods are present at the time of her-
bicide application, these will weath-
er and crumble, exposing untreated 
soil allowing prolific weed growth. 

2. Foliar acting herbicides. These 
are absorbed through the point of 
contact on the leaf and stem and are 
independent of the condition of the 
soil. The timing of application will 
be determined by the growth stage 
of the target weed. Foliar acting her-
bicides give best results when they 
are applied to actively growing 
weeds. 

3. Residual and foliar acting herbi-
cides. These are herbicides which 
have a combination of the two 
modes of action listed here. 

Pre and post planting use 
Herbicides can be used effectively 

before or after planting. There may 
be opportunities to control perenni-
al weeds in the previous crop, eg use 
of selective herbicides in pasture or 
the use of glyphosate pre-harvest in 
cereals and other arable crops. Such 
treatments can reduce the subse-
quent vigour of weeds such as creep-
ing thistle or couch grass. Foliar act-
ing herbicides can be used to clean 
up undisturbed stubbles before 
planting. 

Where long-tern weed control is 
required after planting the use of 
residual herbicides is the best 
option. It is vital to match the weed 
control spectrum of the herbicide to 
that of the weed species on the site. 
Many residual herbicides generally 
only control weeds pre-emergence 
and. must therefore be applied to 
bare earth. If bare soil is to be main-
tained all year round, treatment may 
be repeated in the autumn and the 
spring. However, in practice, weeds 
resistant to the residual herbicides 
may require the use of foliar acting 
herbicides (sometimes applied as a 
tank mixture). As an alternative to a 
year-round bare-soil system, some 
vegetation cover may be allowed to 
develop in the autumn and winter 
when it is not competitive and then 
be killed by a spring applied foliar-
acting herbicide. A spring applied 

residual treatment will then delay 
reinvasion. 

Some useful chemicals are as fol-
lows: 

Glyphosate (foliar contact herbi-
cide) which was originally only 
available as Roundup is now avail-
able in about 40 formulations. 
However with prices reducing, it 
now seems wise to use Roundup 
Biactive for best results and safety to 
those using it. The Forestry 
Commission has carried out trials 
overspraying conifers and 
broacfleaves with glyphosate and can 
now recommend tne practice. Such 
practice is common among 
Christmas tree growers as part of 
their regime for a year-round bare-
soil treatment. During the growing 
season when spot weeding near 
birch extra care must be taken as it 
is very susceptible to glyphosate. As 
glyphosate is a contact herbicide, it 
should be noted that grasses treated 
in early April will invade and re-
establish themselves by May/June if 
it is a warm moist spring. If this 
occurs, a second application will be 
required. 

Propyzanmide (such as Kerb gran-
ules or flo liquid) is a soil acting her-
bicide which slowly volatises in cold 
soil and is taken up by germinating 
weeds and through the roots of 
existing weeds especially grasses. A 
limited range of herbaceous broad 
leaved weeds are also susceptible 
form germination to the true leaf 
stages particularly grasses. Such 
weeds which emerge late in the sea-
son, however, will only be partially 
controlled. 

Propyzamide slowly breaks down 
in the soil, lasting for three-six 
months. All commonly planted for-
est trees are tolerant. Application via 

franules (using pepper spots) and 

quids (using knapsack sprayer, spot 
gun, etc) can take place any time 
between 1 October to 31 January 
north of a line from Aberystwyth to 
London and to 31 December south 
of this line. In practice it appears 
that few extra weeks make little 
odds, presumably depending on sea-
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appl 
lowed by a glyphosate application 
during the summer to treat subse-
quent broad leaved weed invasions 
is a useful programme to consider 
for broad leaved/conifer planting 
schemes. 

Isoxaben (Flexidor 125 or Gallery 
125). This is a pre-emergent liquid 
herbicide sprayed on bare soil to 
control broad leaved weeds. It is 
useful when applied mixed with 
kerbflo (ie liquid) when treating 
dense grass as the kerb kills the 
existing invading grass for three-six 
months and the Isoxaben prevents 
colonisation of the broad leaved 
weeds. Their action in the tank-
mix is complementary leading to 
effective control of grasses and 
broad leaved weeds. Expensive, 
though Flexidor is cheaper than 
Gallery. It is also one of the few 
herbicides that control willowherb. 

Atrazine has both foliar contact 
and residual soil action and is an 
old favourite among some foresters 
though its safety is under question. 
It is most useful on soft grasses but 
will give some control of broad 
leaved species and the coarse grass-
es. Its timing of application follows 
on after that of Kerb, from 
February and March up to May. 
Though all broadleaves are sensi-
tive while in leaf and should only 
be treated before the start of bud 
burst in the spring. 

The control of weed in hedges is 
difficult and some of the following 
chemicals and regimes can work 
well. 

Heavy grass sites - Prespray 
planting strip with glyphosate and 
post treat with Kerb granules or 
better still Kerb/Flexidor mix. A 
summer spray of glyphosate along 
the outside on each side will help 
keep back invading weeds but 
doesn't help much within the rows. 

Bare - Ex arable sites - When 
planting into a bare soil site (either 
as a result of screefing or ex arable), 
the use of Premier Granules is 
available. This is a mixture of 

Trifluralin and Isoxaben and while 
not a very strong chemical, is quite 
useful, applied at the rate of 
lOOkg/ha during February/March. 
Also useful as a top-up later in the 
year to Kerb treated hedges. A liq-
uid alternative would be Atrazine 
and Stomp at the rate of three 
litres/five litres/ha respectively. 
Atrazine used as Stomp not good 
on all grasses. Alternatively Butisan 
could be used where cleavers not a 
problem. 

After two growing seasons, the 
use of Casoron G granules is avail-
able at the rate of lOOkg/ha. This 
chemical controls a very wide spec-
trum of grasses and broad leaved 
weeds including grasses, thistle, 
nettle, dock, willowherb and 
cleavers. The active ingredient is 
Dichlobenil, a soil acting residual 
herbicide best applied 
February/March. 

One further chemical sometimes 
used is Cyanazine (eg Fortrol), 
which is a liquid applied soil and 
foliar acting herbicide for the con-
trol of annual dicotyledons and 
annual grasses in farm forestry and 
is often recommended as a tank 
mix with Atrazine. 

Successful tree establishment 
depends on the correct species 
choice, followed by good planning, 
planting, weeding and mainte-
nance. 

Chemical herbicides are a great 
aid to the woodland manager and 
their correct use is both an eco-
nomical and effective means of 
ensuring that the trees we plant 
today will be the quality woods of 
tomorrow. However, on lowland 
sites the removal of grasses leaves 
ground open to colonisation by all 
sorts of unwanted weeds. Care 
must be taken to prevent the 
spread of ragwort and the like and 
to control voles where often the use 
of 300mm vole guards is the best 
protection. 

Eamonn Wall can be contacted 
at Eamonn Wall Associates Tel: 
01259 743212. 

'I*'SOI LC ARE 

The Terra lift® Service 

Soilcare's compressed air+nutrient+water storage 
development service can solve the problems of: 

• Shallow rooting depth of turf and shrubs 

• Poorly draining or waterlogged soils 

• Inadequate aeration of the soil 

• Deep drill leaves unmarked surface but reaching 
10" depth 

C & P Soilcare Limited 
Unit 3 Bush Farm, Nedging, Ipswich, Suffolk. IP7 7BL 

Tel/Fax: 01449 741012 

TREE-
MENDOUS! 

Top quality tree and hedge plants 
grown, supplied and planted 

FREE advisory visit and catalogue. 
Golf course planting a speciality 

Have you considered a Woodland Grant Scheme? 
Payments up to £1,950 per hectare 

Plan ahead for Autumn planting 
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Thorpe Underwood, 
Ouseburn, York Y05 9SR 
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Aftteuiator 
"Quality rotary mowers for a world that isn't flat" 

96" low HP requirement 

High output 124" precise height of cut 

Four 25" articulating cutting decks 
duplicate the cut quality of four 

individual push mowers 

Deck will fit a wide range 
of out front tractor units Powerful 38hp diesel 96" cut. Height of cut from seat. 

Call for a free demonstration in your area NOW! 
Scotland: Double A Trading: Sandy 01382 3305S6 

North/Midlands: MGM: Dean 0116 289 2595 
Wales: Major Owen: Andy 01766 770261 

South West: PI Flegg: Paul 01404 815666 
South East: Marlwood Ltd: Keith 01622 728718 

Low cost finance 
Low maintenance costs 
Minimum arisings 
Solve your leaf problem 
with a mulching kit 
Contours your turf 
instead of scalping 
Bring fairway presentation 
to your semi-rough/rough 

Court Lodge Farm, Forge Lane, East Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent ME 15 OHQ 

Tel: 0 1 6 2 2 7 2 8 7 1 8 Fax: 0 1 6 2 2 7 2 8 7 2 0 



"FOUR!" 
Tees, greens, fairways and 

roughs, now you can "whole in 
one" with Barenbrug mixtures 
especially formulated for 
specific purposes. 

Greens - Bar 2 mixture 

Fairways - Bar 3 mixture 

3 ) Roughs - Bar 4 mixture 

4 ) Tees - Bar 5 mixture 

Containing varieties like 
Bargreen, Barcrown, Bardot and 
Heriot, Barenbrug mixtures will 
give superb colour, hard wear, low 
maintenance and rapid growth. 

As with all Barenbrug mixtures, 
they contain varieties consistently 
rated in the top banding of the 
STRI Turfgrass Seed booklets. 

BARENBRUG 
Great in Grass 

Tel: (01359) 270766 Fax: (01359) 271021 

SPOT THE 
RABBIT! 

HUMANE 
RABBIT 
CONTROL 

^ Reading Business Centre, Weidale Street, Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX 
Tel: +(44) 0118 951 0033 Fax: +(44) 0118 951 0044 

http://www.AmenityTechnology.com 

Fortiva is a breakthrough 
in applied seed techrt̂ jjlogy. 
A unique concept that^l 
provides faster better % 
grass establishment 

Bio-stimulant 

L. 
— 3 Fundi« 

1 — Polymer 
3 Fungicides 

TRIALS & RESULTS 
• , i ..we ve a 

seed tough 
enough 
to tane it! 

APPLIED SEED TECHNOLOGY 

For further 
information 

contact: 

1 01472 371220 

01472 371195 
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If they 
I played 
ice hockey 

on grass... 
The most extensively 
trialled, tested and 
proven grass seed 
coating everf^ 
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B I G G A S O U T H W E S T AND S O U T H W A L E S R E G I O N 
P R E S E N T S 

There will be lots to see and try, putting and chipping competitions to enter. 
It is a great place for greenkeepers, Chairmen of the Green and Traders to meet and 
exchange ideas and talk in depth about products and also a chance to compare prices 
and quality. There will be machinery to examine and try out and a great competition 

to enter on the day with great prizes. T h e major colleges in the region will be 
represented and you will be able to discuss education opportunities in depth. 

There will be a warm welcome in the B I G G A hospitality tent. 

It is the 10th birthday of W E S T U R F - come and have a glass of wine and a piece of 
anniversary cake and meet your Regional Board. Regional Administrator and 

National Chairman who will be delighted to meet you. 

Westurf will have a whole new look this year - put the date in your diary -

SOIL TECHNOLOGY 
ON THE RIGHT 

COURSE 

Call us today and find 
out why greenkeepers 

throughout the country 
rely on Rufford 

for quality and service 
second to none. 

ENGLAND & WALES 

Tel: 01260 281801 
SCOTLAND 

Tel: 01324 714477 

Top 
Dressings 

Fine,medium 
and coarse 

Sands Wide range, for 
bunkers to greens 

Rootzone 
Mix 

Standard U.S.G.A. or 
made to order mixes 

Screened 
Soil 

Fully screened and 
shredded 

Divot 
Mixes 

Especially blended for golf 
tees & fairway divoting 

S O I L T E C H N O L O G Y 

M A K E A DATE F O R T H E W I N D O W ON T H E W E S T 

LONG ASHTON GOLF CLUB 10AM - 4PM 

New this year - come and meet the experts. Consultants include representatives 
from Symbio; Dr Brian Clifford from Astara; Peter Winter from S T R I ; John 

Mullins talking on water management and representatives from the colleges on 
education. Full list o f consultants in next month's Greenkeeper International. 

FURTHER DETAILS FROM PAULA 
HUMPHRIES ON ÜlDüD ¡Í2777 

Does your current supplier of Top Dressings, Root Zones 
and Sands: 

# Own a quarry containing the highest quality 
Cheshire Silica Sand? 

• Produce all products to BS EN ISO 9002? 

• Carry out hourly tests of all of the grades of sand 
which they produce, to ensure the highest quality? 

# Test every batch of Top dressing and Root Zone to 
assure you the consistency which you require? 

• Have the productive capacity to produce 600 tons of 
Top Dressing per day, so that you will not be let 
down at the busiest times of the year? 

# Use top quality hauliers to ensure that deliveries are 
in the right place, at the right time and without a 
mess? 

If your current supplier cannot offer you all of these, we 
would be delighted to. 

Please call 01270 765996 for prompt service and delivery. 

A r c l i d Q u a r r y ^ ^ 
C o n g l e t o n R o a d 
S a n d b a c h f l i r ^ 
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fcfe §&d & Oteaos 

Uniform size of 
particles is essential 

in resisting 
compaction. 

Consistency of the growing medium is the key to superior greens 
and tees, which is why Rufford place such importance on the 

uniform particle size and the quality of all our sand/soil products 
from Rootzone mixes to 
Top-dressing mediums. 
With Rufford you know they must 
be the best, because 
# Materials are constantly checked. 
# All dressings are heat treated. 
# Uniform particle size. 
# Soil analysis service. 
# Guaranteed quality. 
# Professional advice. 

Of course, achieving such consistently high 
quality products is. only possible when the 

technical aspects of each sand/soil mix is under 
the tightest control. Again an area in which Rufford is uniquely 
qualified, not only operating our own quarries, 
but with in-house laboratories constantly monitoring their output. 

PUniNG 



Hugh T i l l ey cas t s h is eye over t h e i t e m s w h i c h 
can make such a d i f f e r e n c e on any go l f cou rse 

Icing on the 

cake 
The multitude of accessories and fur-

niture such as hole cups, signs, mark-
ers, flags and the like are a necessity on 
any course and although they may 
appear trivial they are very important 
to the smooth and satisfactory opera-
tion of the course, furthermore they do 
add considerably to the cost. 

While many courses do not use tee 
mats, nor have a driving range, these, 
items also come within the description 
of accessories and for those clubs 
which use them they are important. 
Nor are most of these items inexpen-
sive - and some areas find themselves 
with a considerable bill each year for 

66 I T 'S N O G O O D A S K I N G A S E E D 
C O M P A N Y A B O U T T U R F M A N A G E M E N T ?? 

Maybe not the average seed company. But then, 
Oliver is no average seed company. 

We combine seven decades of specialisation in grass 
mixtures with all the experience and resources of the 
Cebeco Group, one of Europe's leading plant breeders. 

We offer seed blends of unrivalled purity and perfor-
mance, plus the Cebeco Nutri range of fertilisers. 

Oliver 
* a Turf Management 

And we provide expert advice on every aspect of turf 
management. So the balls may be hooked, hacked, 
kicked or smashed - but with our seed and our know-
how, the grass can't be beaten. 

For your free copy of this season's Oliver Turf 
Management catalogue, phone or fax today - or just 
ask us to come and see you, on your own turf. 

Oliver Seeds Ltd, North Cliff House, North Carlton, Lincoln LN1 2RP 
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Icing on the on the 1 cake 
replacing vandalised 
and stolen items. 

Simple things such 
as bunker rakes are 
more complex than 
perhaps appears at 

first sight, and not all rakes are 
equal. One greenkeeper told of the 
club which is being sued because a 
golfer got a splinter in his hand 
from a wooden handle. Needless to 
say that club has changed to glass 
reinforced plastic (grp) handles for 
their rakes. Another club found 
that each autumn several rakes got 
"borrowed" for someone's garden 
leaves, but there are models which 
are not suitable for raking leaves. 

Tee mats, once mainly the prerog-
ative of a driving range, are finding 
favour on an ever increasing num-
ber of courses, particularly to save 
the grass tee areas in winter. In 
addition players are favouring them 
because they provide a cleaner and 
more stable surface from which to 
drive. Winter tee mats are usually 
supplied complete with a base, steel 
with mesh bottom and adjustable 
legs, or perhaps wood. They can be 

expected to cost several hun-
dreds of pounds if bought as a 
complete ready made item, 
however, Course Manager, 
Paul Bishop, of Combe 
Manor near Bath, said 
they make their own in 
treated t imber which 
they bed on sand and 
peg down - and this has 
proved to be much cheap-
er than buying proprietary 
units. He also commented that it 
has the advantage that they can 
trim the mat to fit exactly. 
Catalogues list a wide variety of 
mats, of differing materials and 
sizes, to suit differing needs and 
locations. Some allow the golfer to 
insert their own tee pegs, others 
require a flat based ball tee. 

Many clubs have a practice bay or 
similar enclosure, Ti ldenet has 
been pre-eminent in this field 
although there are other well estab-
lished net makers. Tildenet is able 
to supply the complete unit includ-
ing poles, guy ropes and pegs. Like 
most of these items which tend to 
stay out all year round, in wind, 

rain and sun, it 
is important that they are fully pro-
tected from these elements, or if 
not rot proofed, then they must be 
cheap and easy enough to replace 
regularly. Steel is usually painted, 
but may be better galvanised while 
timber is best tanalised to B.S. 
standard rather than just surface 
treated. Degradation occurs with 
most types of plastic, including 
glass reinforced plastic (grp) unless 
sufficient u.v. stabiliser is included 
in the compound. However, excess 
stabiliser can cause other life reduc-
ing effects such as brittleness and 
loss of plasticity With the correct 

sta-
b i l i sa t ion 

little more than surface dis-
colouring should occur but 
such bleaching does detract 
from the visual appeal and 

visual appeal is important on 
many golf courses - so it may be 

more necessary to budget for regu-
lar replacement. 

Hole cups come in various styles 
- each maker has his own form of 
lifter, and usually their own cutter, 
and there may be accessories such 
as covers, trimming scissors and 
cutting board to be considered. 
Flags and flag pins are integral to 
greens and the hole. The range of 
options allows for differing views of 
what is best. Fibreglass is now the 
most popular material for construc-
tion, and all suppliers offer a range 
of lengths and colours. The pin 
should be clearly visible, thus con-
trast with the background is impor-
tant. It the background is entirely 
trees or grass, or even sky a single 

/// 

Employing the latest 
advances in application 

technology, such as the new 
Weed-It optic system and drift 

free Ecospray, CWC demonstrate 
continued commitment to bring 
to its customers the very best 

contracting service available 
today. Specialist local service 

centres are spread across the 
whole of the UK to give you on 

the spot service. 

complete 
reed control 
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For answers to every weed problem 

C01608 644044 
Complete Weed Control Ltd 7 Astley House, Cromwell Business Park, Banbury Road, 

Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire 0X7 5SR Tel: 01608 644044 Fax: 01608 644722 

If you've always wanted a stimpmeter but never got 
round to buying one, here's an opportunity you 
can't afford to miss! 
Simply phone us NOW and we 
will send you a greenspeed 
meter FREE. No catch, no 
obligation, but ¡ w r y there are 
only 100 on offer! 

Then if you find there's room for improvement in 
the speed and consistency of your greens you 
know who to contact don't you! 

TRUE-SURFACE 

THE UNIQUE ROLLERS THAT CAN MAKE 
CONSISTENT SPEEDS ON ALL YOUR GREENS! 
Direct from the Exclusive European Distributor 

GREENSWARD DIRECT 
Manor Farm, Otley Road, Adel, Leeds LS16 7AL 

0113 267 6000 

Whatever your weed problem, 
r trust Complete Weed 

Control to have all the 
answers! 

WEED PROBUIIII 
SOLVO)! 



colour pin may 
be acceptable, 
but if back-
grounds change according to the 
approach then two colour banded 
pins will be essential. On most 
courses each hole is different, but 
having differing types or colours of 
pins is likely to be unacceptable -
and impractical. Pins are also now 
expected to stand upright, thus a 
well fitting wear resistant ferrule at 
the bottom extends the life of cup 
and pin, most flags now swivel at 
the top. Swivel top pins are more 
expensive, but can be expected to 
last longer. Bottom wear is exacer-
bated by the fact that sand and 
water forms a good grinding medi-
um. Exceptionally exposed sites 
may need a flag pin with greater 
rigidity - there are available. 

Vandalism on some courses is a 
major cause of loss, and the option 
some clubs have taken is to use 
inexpensive alternatives, such as a 
length of standard pvc. pipe. 
(Waste overflow pipe from B & Q 
etc). Greenkeepers talk about hav-
ing their flag pins used as javelins 
and of having them thrown into a 
lake. Similar can occur to any easi-
ly movable course furniture - such 
as signs, seats and rakes. Perhaps 

the fea-
ture of the 

Tacit Tufftex 
solid ball type 

tee marker will 
float is of vital importance to some 
greenkeepers. 

While flags are freely available in 
various colours with numbers on 
them, there are other options, 
including having sponsors or club 
names on them. Nylon and poly-
ester are the usual materials used, 
but these may be knitted or woven, 
with number or logo etc. either 
printed or sewn on. The important 
point in getting value for money is 
longevity - some styles will last 
longer and look smarter, the main 
flag 'killer' being wind, and nothing 
looks worse than a tattered flag. 
The chances are that expensive club 
and sponsor flags will be put out for 
specific gala days and then rapidly 
replaced with less expensive flags. 
For clubs with frequent 
match days perhaps the 
ability to change flags 
quickly and easily 
becomes important - this 
facility can be found. 

A wide variety of signs 
is available, from tempo-
rary usage signs such as 

"Ground Under Repair" and 
"Spraying in Progress" to cus-
tomised signs - you name it and it 
can be made. It looks better if all 
signs on the course are of the same 
format and type, and while most 
suppliers of course equipment offer 
both off the peg and customised 
signs it is also possible to use a local 
company/sign writer to produce 
them - and perhaps less expensive-
ly. The most preferred signage 
would appear to be of cast alumini-
um, however there are plastic or 
resin based alternatives which may 
be less expensive. 

Another item increasingly being 
made available on courses is the 
ball cleaner, and naturally this must 
be frost resistant. Detergents and 
'anti-freeze' are options but I sus-
pect most clubs either empty or 
remove the unit for the winter. The 
brushes and paddles are considered 
to be wearing items, so the ease of 

replacement and cost 
needs considering. 

Of course the range of 
accessories goes far beyond 
those items mentioned 
above, as do the suppliers. 
Seats and rubbish bins, 
divot boxes and boot 
cleaners, posts and chain, 

and distance markers all fit within 
this category - and all are an inte-
gral part of the equipment the 
greenkeeper is expected to main-
tain. Furthermore adding up the 
cost on a normal 18 hole course 
probably equals several thousands 
of pounds - depending on how far 
up-market the club pitches itself. 
Nevertheless the appearance of 
these items is important to a club -
and to the overall view of the club 
given to visitors. 

UK SALES DESK 
TEL: 01494 79 46 46 
FAX: 01494 79 47 47 

Buy a Set of Flag Pins S Flags 
£ receive a set of 

Pattisson's New Bogey Holecup 
FREE! 

Buy a Pattisson Premier 
Hole Cutter with 

Reinforced Blades and 
recieve a FREE Holecup 
Extractor and Rammer 

UK SALES DESK 
TEL: 01494 79 46 46 
FAX: 01494 79 47 47 
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thatch Reduction G u a r a n t e e d ! 
Use Symbio Thatch Eater as part of your thatch reduction and cultural programme. 
If you do «of see a reduction in thatch we will supply SYMWO's biotech solutions 

free of charge for up to a year, until the thatch layer starts to disappear. 

TO FIND OUT HOW BIOTECHNOLOGY CAN WORK FOR YOU 
call 01372 456 101 
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BANKING HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY 
THAT'S THE BEAUTY OF A NATIONAL 
W h e n it comes to staying the course, you can bank on the Alien National 
range keeping you on the straight and narrow.The Allen National range 
of triple mowers - 68, 68DL & 84 - are the only real choice for the 
professional on the tees and surrounds. A n d as for bunkers, they're ä 

no longer a hazard. The 6 8 D L has transport speed, electric start 
and full width rollers. Banking has never been so easy. 

FORA FREE BROCHURE 
OR COMPLETE THE COUPON BELOW 

Telephone: 01235 515400 for detai ls o f you r neares t 

dea ler for a F R E E , no obl igat ion, d e m o n s t r a t i o n o n 

the a m a z i n g abil ity o f the Na t i ona l . 

Allen Power Equipment Ltd.The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX 11 8ES, England 
For Sales & Service Tel: (01235) 515400 Fax: (01235) 515401 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

POSTCODE: 



S a l e s a n d M a r k e t i n g M a n a g e r , J a m e s McEvoy , 
r e p o r t s o n h i s f i r s t v i s i t t o t h e G C S A A C o n f e r e n c e 
a n d S h o w , a n d h is f i r s t v i s i t t o t h e S t a t e s . 

A zero phosphate feed 
and turf conditioner 

A mini-granular true compound 
fertilizer with a 4:0:8 analysis 
Contains 4% Iron, 2% Magnesium and 
Seaweed Extract 
Contains 7.5% Sulphur which can help 
in controlling the soil pH 
Low application rate (35 g/sq. m) for use 
on fine turf and other amenity areas 
For all year round use - early spring 
programme, cosmetic use in season, 
late autumn application 

'Longlife' and 'Invigorator' are trade marks of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 

M I R A C L E 
PROFESSIONAL 

FOR AMENITY TURF 

-j MAGNESIUM, IRON 
SEAWEED EXTRACT 

MIRACLE 
PROFESSIONAL 

Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane, 
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. Tel: (0990) 301010. 

Part of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 

dreaming 



Having spent a year heavily 
involved in organising and market-
ing BTME '98, when Neil Thomas 
suggested that I travel with the 
BIGGA party to Anaheim, 
California, (home of Disneyland 
and Mickey Mouse) for the 
GCSAA's annual show, I was delight-
ed to accept. 

However, trying to explain to my 
partner, Julie, that the trip was pure-
ly business proved the most arduous 
task and with only a week between 
the two shows, it was also a hectic 
programme. But this provided an 
opportunity 1 found difficult to 
resist, and I would spend a great deal 
of my time comparing and contrast-
ing the two very different, yet equal-
ly successful approaches. 

Los Angeles, where the sun always 
shines, California dreams and all 
that. Well before we go any further 
let me tell you, we saw very little sun 
thanks to the unfriendly weather 
caused by the infamous El Nino. 

Rain, and lots of it, along with 
storms. No chance of getting my 
legs tanned in the shorts I'd opti-
mistically packed (I hope Julie does-
n't read this). It could have been 
worse though, it could have snowed 
at the BTME. I had foolishly 
assumed that unlike our show which 
always has one eye on the weather, 
theirs would be guaranteed clear 
blue skys. Having said that, it was 
amusing to watch the CNN weather 
reports. Oh, how the Americans 
have a habit of overstating things. 

LA is a sprawl, extending for miles 
in all directions and Anaheim is just 
one of its many suburbs. With no 
obvious centre, the area is dominat-
ed by Disneyland, and the 
Disneyland Hotel provides accom-
modation for visitors to the Magic 
Kingdom. This was where the 
BIGGA party stayed for the next 
eight nights and in fact was one of 
the designated hotels for the 
GCSAA's show. Manv of the 1000 

bedrooms in the hotel were occu-
pied by show attendees. Buses 
relayed visitors to and from the 
show on a ten minute rota at peak 
times. Considering the "awesome" 
weather (gotta use the lingo), the 
buses were a major blessing. The 
charm of I larrogate and the peace of 
North Yorkshire in comparison 
seemed more than a million miles 
away. 

The Anaheim Hilton Hotel, just a 
few minutes walk from the exhibi-
tion centre, was the official exhibi-
tion hotel and was used for all the 

Gala evenings and celebration din-
ners that were held over the week. 
The Americans are big on speeches 
and love to present every last family 
detail on video in their own inim-
itable style. Small wonder Jeremv 
Beadle is in possession of so much 
hilarious material! 

Harrogate, by comparison, is a 
Conference town. All the hotels are 
within walking distance; the 
Majestic Hotel, which is the nerve 
centre for the BTME, has 156 
rooms and is one the largest hotels 
in Harrogate. Little more than a 
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Put an end t o decoder fai lures - f i tTon ick 
Bui l t t o last, they come w i t h a unique 

5 year wa r ran t y wh ich includes l ightning! 

c f { £ £ DECODER TESTER 
Looking forward to the Spring 

start-up of the irrigation system? 
If not, take advantage of our offer of a free decoder tester 
with every purchase of just 6 or moreTonick decoders* 
Remember, we have equivalents of all of the popular types 

and they are guaranteed fully compatible with your 
existing controllers. 

* Cond i t i ons o f o f fe r available on request 

Tomclaiffiateriiig 
2, Prince William Close - Worthing - West Sussex - BNI4 0AZ 

Tel: 01 903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500 



Travel Lodge in comparison. 
The composition of the show was 

similar to the BTME only bigger, a 
lot bigger... While GCSÀA 98 had 
approximately 18,000 visitors and 
680 exhibitors, BTME had nearly 
6,000 visitors and 168 exhibitors 
which means that the GCSAA show 
is approximately three times the size 
of the BTME. Interestingly, the 
GCSAA has around 18,000 'mem-
bers to BIGGA's 6,500 which again 
is a ratio of approximately three to 
one. 

The show lasted for two and a half 
days - the same as the BTME in 
Harrogate. The main difference is 
that the GCSAA vary their location 
each year. Next year the show moves 
to Orlando and then on to New 
Orleans for the year 2000. In total 
there are five different venues visited 

; | | fc | on a rota basis. 
Obviously, in a country 

1 the size of America it's 

B necessary to vary the 
location to reach the 
entire membership, 
though I can' t help 

j thinking of the organisa-
tional nightmare that we 
would encounter if we 
tried to do the same 
here. As has been said 
many times before, 
Harrogate doubles as a 
popular Conference and 
Exhibition centre 
together with a pleasant 
cultural and social ambi-
ence which visitors 

never tire of. The success of BTME 
is partly due to its consistency and 
professionalism. We work with con-
tractors and organisations who 
understand our industry, are knowl-
edgeable and well respected by us 
which provides a continuity I find 
reassuring. Conversely it could be 
argued that The GCSAA show lias 
more variety with its different loca-
tion and cultures and is more 
dynamic as a consequence. 

I had to rely on the experts within 
our team for their impressions of the 
technical quality of exhibitor prod-
ucts on demonstration at the show. 
These were this year's winner of the 
Toro Excellence in Greenkeeping 
award, Ian McMillan, the Toro stu-
dent winner Steven Nixon and run-
ners-up Alan Owen and Christopher 
Rawlings. They were openly 

impressed with what the show had 
to offer and in particular, Ian 
McMillan was complementary 
about the sheer size and variety of 
the exhibiting companies. 

Also in our party was Gordon 
Child, BIGGA Chairman, and 
equally important his hard working 
and supportive wife, Marion, who is 
well known among our members. 
Having been unwell for part of the 
time at our own BTME, it was a 
delight having Marion in top form 
organising us all in Anaheim. I was 
amazed at how well informed she is 
on greenkeeping issues and I must 
express my thanks to both Gordon 
and Marion for their help and sup-
port on the BIGGA stand and for 
contributing their wealth of knowl-
edge of the Association wherever 
possible. 

At Harrogate this year, the BIGGA 
stand was 55 
metres square and . . 
was resourced by a 
staff of 14 plus the 
R e g i o n a l 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s - ^ 
and Board mem- SM 
bers. At Anaheim 
we had a stand ^jjg 

metres square 
staffed mainly by 
Neil, myself and 
P a u I i n e 
Thompson. Our 
t ime was spent 
responding to 
questions on all 

aspects of the Association including 
education, membership and sales. 
Pauline noted a great deal of interest 
being shown in The Master 
Greenkeeper Certificate. The stand 
was also used as a meeting place for 
many of the "ex-pats" who attended 
the show, all keen to come and chat 
over old times and ask after mutual 
acquaintances. It was interesting to 
chat with Association Officials from 
worldwide. It's reassuring to know 
that despite differing cultures, cli-
mates and so on, many similar prob-
lems arise in providing for the needs 
of the membership and it was 
enlightening to hear their solutions 
and remedies. 

On a personal level, the show 
enabled me to search out US compa-
nies who showed an interest in util-
ising BIGGA as a marketing vehicle 
for their own export activities. Many 

Spray Pattern Indicator 
* Indicates inaccurate, over-

lapped and missed areas as 
well as highlighting blocked 
nozzles. 

* Mixes completely with water 
soluble pesticides and 
fertilizers without affecting 
efficiency. 

* Can be used with any type of 
spray equipment, and at any 
time when conditions for 
spraying are favourable. 

MIRÄfcLE 
PROFESSIONAL 

Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane, 
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. Tel: (0870) 6039146. 

Available as a measured dose water soluble 
sachet or as a liquid formulation 

'Turf Mark' is a registered trade mark of the Becker-Underwood Company, USA. 
AD 
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leads were obtained at the show and 
these are now being followed up 
back at 1 leadquarters. BIGGA is the 
second largest greenkeeping associa-
tion in the world and our presence 
at the show is an indication of our 
commitment, as an international 
body, to the Fine Turf industry. 
Hopefully, we can build on the rela-
tionships that we have cultivated 
with our colleagues world-wide as 
we strive to become a truly 
International Association. 

Peter Jacobsen's speech was, for 
me, the highlight of the week's 
evening programme of entertain-
ment. I came away wondering who 
from the PGA European Tour con-
tingent could articulate with the 
same eloquence and charisma while 
maintaining interesting and intelli-
gent conversation as this man. Peter 
Jacobsen's support of the GCSAA 
was also admirable and I was left 
considering how BIGGA might nur-
ture its relationship with the profes-
sional playing fraternity. 

Watching how the GCSAA organ-
ised their show and marketed (heir 
Association left me a little bewil-

dered initially. That is, until I 
realised that they have 105 full time 
staff, compared to BIGGA who have 
14 full time staff. Inevitably, one is 
left with a greater impression of 
what they can offer as a conse-
quence. One example of the com-
paratively huge GCSAA resource 
available to stage an event was the 
banquet on the final evening of the 
show. This is a major event in the 
GCSAA's calender (where have I 
heard that before?). The turn out 
was excellent (mainly members) and 
the organisation impressive. The 
evening is a drawn out affair in com-
parison to that staged in Harrogate 
with many more speeches and 
videos. However, there was a 
grandeur and professionalism about 
the evening that was to be admired. 
For approximately £75 per head, 
attendees received a pre-show bar 
and nibbles (perhaps nibbles is the 
wrong terminology for what seemed 
to me like a mountainous feast) fol-
lowed by two hours of speeches 
from the past, present and the 
future Chairmen of the GCSAA 
together with the sponsor. A dinner 

with wine followed 
before finally the night 
was rounded off with -
the entertainment for M f l B b 
the evening which this 
year was provided by 
top Country singer, 
Trisha Yearwood. 
Incidentally, the banquet was spon-
sored by the Textron group, who 
have recently acquired Ransomes to 
add to a portfolio which also 
includes Jacobsen, E-Z-Go and 
I selci. 

Finally, who could go to Los 
Angeles and not find time to visit 
the array of attractions and enter-
tainment that is on offer. With 
Disneyland on our door step it was 
an obvious place to visit, as was 
Universal Studios which was one of 
the official trips organised by the 
GCSAA. It is amazing to see how 
(mature?) grown men behave when 
they are put into their natural envi-
ronment - a playground! Picture the 
Executive Director, Neil Thomas 
and Chairman, Gordon Child sitting 
inside the 'Back to the Future' simu-
lator screaming for their mothers! 

Pauline Thompson who can usually 
be found in the Accounts depart-
ment at Aldwark was the only casu-
alty of the trip, pulling a neck mus-
cle on the 'Indiana Jones' ride. 
Pauline recovered quickly enough 
and was later seen around the shops 
canoodling with Mickey Mouse. 1 
don't think it was a dream, but I'm 
certain I saw the Chairman himself 
being snapped with Spiderman. 
After Neil's recent rendition of "My 
ding-a-ling" with Linda Nolan at the 
BTME Banquet, one could be for-
given for thinking a normal day at 
the Association is like something 
from Alice in Wonderland. 

Yes, the Americans 
certainly know how to 
stage a show, whether it M 
be the GCSAA or ' 
Mickey and his friends. 

COLONIES OF 0R3 PRTCH - SERRCH FIÏ1D DESTROY *** 

alleviate 
tenside hydrophobe technology 
whilst wetting agents 

treat the symptoms, alleviate uses 
innovative tenside hydrophobe technology 

to attack and treat the cause 
of DRY PATCH 

alleviate breaks down the hydrophobic 
barrier coating the surface of soil 

particles, allowing water to penetrate 
the rootzone unsurpassed 

technology ( andknanufacturek^by: 
femi®s pic, 17 L a n c h e s t e r Way, Royal Oak 
i s t a jw Daventry, No r t han t s , NN11 5PH. 
704f44; Fax: 01327 871154 
ricrahm@aol.com 

Is; riftp://members. aol.com/servchemuk 

*** mssiort for the isso1s - root out rll 

mailto:ricrahm@aol.com
ftp://members


No netting used in the production of our turf 

SALES HOTLINES: 

Tel: 01603 746229 
Fax: 01603 746243 APPROVED TURF 

Mob: 0850 752744 AVAILABLE 

SOVEREIGN TURF LIMITED 
FIR TREE FARM • BLAXHALL • WOODBRIGE IP12 2DX 

Keep weeds 
out of the 
running 

At last there is a powerful selective turf herbicide 
that won't run off with the budget! 

Headland Relay Turf contains higher levels of active 
ingredients, proven to combat common broad leaved 

weeds. Applied at 5 litres per hectare, Relay Turf 
is especially tough on clovers and other weeds 

without the need for special repeat application. 

• Outstanding control of a wide range of turf weeds 
• Low rate of use means cost effective treatment 
• High levels of active ingredients for improved kill 
• Use at 5 litres per hectare means less packaging 

waste for disposal 
t Can be easily tank mixed with Headland liquid 

feeds, seaweed products and wetting agents 
Win the race for affordable, 

selective weed control 

Headland Relay Turf 
Contains mecoprop-P, MCPA and dicamba 

ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY 

For further 

information contact 

Headland Amenity Products 

Telephone: 01799 530 146 

Fax: 01799 530 229 

Headland Agrochemicals Ltd 

Norfolk House, 

Great Chesterford Court, 

Great Chesterford, 

Essex CB10 1PF. 
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Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX 
Tel: +(44)0118 951 0033 
Fax:+(44) 0118 951 0044 

http://www.AmenityTechnology.com 

COURSE 
ACCESSORIES 

http://www.AmenityTechnology.com
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The most cost e f fec t ive way of reaching readers of 
Greenkeeper Internat ional . S imply r ing Amanda Mayo, 
Jenny Panton or James McEvoy on 01347 838581 and 
ask about an a lphabet ical category l is t ing; the cost 
s tar ts f rom as l i t t le as £29.50 per month. 

Agronomy 

G R A S S S C I E N C E 

G O L F C O U R S E C O N S U L T A N T S 

• COURSE MANAGEMENT 
• IN-DEPTH AGRONOMY ADVICE 
• MANAGEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION 

AND RE-CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
• FULL ANALYSIS SERVICE 
For more details and a brochure contact: 

G 7 A S S GRASS SCIENCE 
S c i e n c e G a r s i d e S t r e e t 

Te l : 0 1 2 0 4 3 6 6 0 3 6 B o l t o n 
F a x : 0 1 2 0 4 3 8 5 2 7 6 B L 1 4 A E 

consulting agronomist 

o f f e r s a p rac t i ca l a n d sc ien t i f i c 
a p p r o a c h to p r o b l e m s o l v i n g a n d 

an a l l - r ound se rv i ce t o w a r d s 
c o s t - e f f e c t i v e go l f c o u r s e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d m a i n t e n a n c e 

Introductory visits without obligation 

25 Cheviot Close Tel/Fax 
Tonbridge TN9 1NH 01732 350351 

B Jamieson 
Golf Advisors Ltd 

Bruce Jamieson formerly Director of 
Agronomy with the PGA European Tour has 
now formed the above company offering 
expert advice on: 
• Golf course maintenance 
• Tournament preparation and presentation 
• Machinery selection 
• Budgeting 
• Staff recruitment 
• Soil and turf analysis jSgT' 
Contact: Bruce Jamieson Q f 
10 Ashlea, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9RQ 
Telephone 01256 760870 • • 

O N C O U R S E 
GOLF COURSE CONSULANTS 

Complete agronomy service from 
problem solving to planned 

management and constuction. 
With over 25 years practical experience 

Ken Barber will get you back 
O N C O U R S E . 

For further information w 
Tel/fax +44 (0) 1825 732031 ! 

Amen i t y Spray ing 

Talk To The Professionals First 

V e r t i d r a i n i n g • A e r i a t i o n • S e e d i n g 

• F e r t i l i s i n g • T o p D r e s s i n g 

• C o n t r a c t S p r a y i n g • A l l l e a d i n g 

b r a n d s of S e e d s , F e r t i l i z e r s 

€B 
& C h e m i c a l s 

Amenity Land Services Ltd 
Long Lane, Wellington, 

Telford TF6 6HA 

Contact: Brian Whipp, Jonathan Carr, Duncan Burton 
Tel: (01952)641949 Fax: (01952)247369 

Amen i t y Spray ing 

WMMs) H f f f i S ® 
P R O F E S S I O N A L P E S T I C I D E A P P L I C A T I O N 

A N D A S S O C I A T E D T U R F S E R V I C E S 

DRIFT FREE CONTRACT SPRAYING 
UTILISING OUR PURPOSE BUILT 

MACHINE ' T H E S P R A Y I N G M A N T I S ' 

N E W FOR '98 - F.E.P.A TRAINING 
N E W FOR '98 - FREE CALL NUMBER 

1 1 8 0 0 0 6 8 0 8 7 8 

T e l : 0 7 0 0 0 4 8 1 0 1 1 
F a x : 0 7 0 0 0 4 8 1 0 2 2 
C a r : 0 8 5 0 3 0 0 1 0 4 

Unt 1'i. Ooundsheac Drive. Warficld. 
Berkshire, PtG42 ' 

WEED FREE and Daisy Logo are Registered Trade Marks 

Anima l Repel lents 

ARE YOUR 
GREEN EATERS 
COSTING YOU 

MONEY? 

FOR H U M A N E R A B B I T C O N T R O L 

For futher Information 
contact us on 

0118 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

^AIRWAYS 
D I S C R E E T C O N T R O L 

CONSULTANCY 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING 

dr / t f o f e s - . . . 

SPRINGER HOUSE • WINDMILL LANE 
KEMBLE • CIRENCESTER GLOS • GL7 6AN 

T E L : 0 1 2 8 5 7 7 0 9 1 9 
F A X : 0 1 2 8 5 7 7 0 9 1 0 

Have you 
found all the 

logos yet? 

Arch i t ec t s 

Howard Swan MSC 

Nigel Henbury b.a.Dip.Arch 

G o l f C o u r s e A r c h i t e c t s 

Swan Golf Designs L imi ted 
T e l f o r d s B a r n , W i l l i n g a t e , O n g a r , 

E s s e x C M 5 O Q F , E n g l a n d 
Tel: 01277 896229 Fax: 01277 8963(H) 

E-Mail: SwanGoIfDesigns@btinternet.com 

A member of the 
BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF ARCHITECTS 

A r c h i t e c t s 

B R I T I S H I N S T I T U T E O F G O L F 

C O U R S E A R C H I T E C T S 

Representing the leading European 
Practices in golf course design, working 

worldwide and offering professional 
sen/ices from initial site appraisals and 

feasibilities, conceptual designs, to 
detailed architecture, specifications and 
project management and construction 

design. 
Merrist Wood House, Worplesdon, 

Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE 
Tel: 01483 884036 Fax: 01483 884037 

Ar t i f i c i a l Grass 

G a b b o t t s F a r m B a r n 
B u r y Lane, W i t h n e l l , 
C h o r l e y , Lancash i re 
PR6 8 S W 

Tel : O l254 83 1666 
Fax: 0 I 2 5 4 8 3 I 0 6 

q 

• V E R D E T E E F R A M E \ 
Steel platform, woven grass top 

• V E R D E W I N T E R T E E j 
Generous size, self-install kit. i 

• V E R D E D R I V I N G M A T S f 
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices. 4 

• A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S E S f 

I • D R I V I N G B A Y S A N D N E T S \ 
| For club and home use. J 
4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE | 
. BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES. | 

J^ Please call for samples & information | 

Bio S t imu lan ts 

STIMulate 
' W a t e r S o l u b l e B i o s t i m u l a n t 

w i t h l i v e b a c t e r i a 

* H ú m a t e & H u m i c A c i d s 

> H i g h % N a t u r a l 

0118 951 0 0 3 3 

Bui ld ings 

THE GREENKEEPER'S 
CHOICE 

Secure sectional steel buildings in various sizes. 
• Machinery & equipment storage 

• Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage 
• Workshops • Tool sheds 

• Trolley stores 
• Temporary fencing & secure 

enclosures 
For FREE design service., quotation, 

brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW 

® 0121 553 5723 (24hrs) 
Elwell Buildings Ltd. 204 Oldbury Road. West Bromwich. 

West Midlands B70 9DE. Fax : 0121 5801172 

G r e e n k e e p e r s ' S t o r e s 
D r i v i n g R a n g e s 

C l u b H o u s e s 

• Machinery Storage 
• Maintenance Workshops 
• Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage 
• Offices and Staff Mess Rooms 

FREE init ial des igns and costings 

r ^ i I v a n J C o o p e r L t d 
Steel Framed Bui ld ings 

Moors ide Works, Cauldon Lowe, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET 

Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662 

Br idges 

B R I D G E S 

P e d e s t r i a n and Vehicu la r 

R E V E T M E N T S 

S H E E T P I L I N G 

S H E L T E R S 

H1CKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS 
THE SHIPYARD, GAINSBOROUGH, 

LINCOLNSHIRE DN21 1NG 
telephone (01427) 611800 f a (0142-7) 612867 

Bunker Rakes 

M E M B E R S B U N K E R R A K E S 
F R O M O N L Y £ 2 . 5 4 E A C H 

Strong construction complete with 
replaceable threaded handle 

12 for £2.99 each 
50 for £2.69 each 

100 for £2.54 each _ 
Prices are for complete rakes 

delivered free. 
Rake support pegs 70p each. 

M a d e In U K b y M W D y a s o n Ltd, 
6 /10 H i t c h m e a d R o a d , 

B i g g l e s w a d e , S G 1 8 ONH. 
Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186 

Chemica l Disposal 

F C H E M I C A L & E M P T Y 

C O N T A I N E R D I S P O S A L 

A P R O B L E M ? 

E N V I R O G R E E N o f f e r a S p e c i a l i s t 

P e s t i c i d e D i s p o s a l S e r v i c e f o r b o t h 

f u l l a n d e m p t y C o n t a i n e r d i s p o s a l . 

E N V I R O G R E E N L I M I T E D 
4 9 R i n g w o o d R o a d 

A l d e r h o l t , n e a r F o r d i n g b r i d g e , 
H a m p s h i r e S P 6 3 D F 

T e l : 0 3 4 5 1 2 5 3 9 8 
F a x : 0 1 4 2 5 6 5 6 2 6 0 

GRUNDON 

G r u n d o n c a n p r o v i d e s a f e 

d i s p o s a l f o r p e s t i c i d e s a n d 

h e r b i c i d e s a n d a l l c h e m i c a l 

w a s t e s . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n 

o n h o w G r u n d o n c a n h e l p 

w i t h y o u r " D u t y o f C a r e " 

t e l e p h o n e 0 1 4 9 1 8 3 4 3 1 1 

mailto:SwanGoIfDesigns@btinternet.com


C o c k l e s h e l l s 

B A I L E Y S O F N O R F O L K 
£ GOLF TURF DRESSINGS t? SAND ;> 
t< SCREENED TOP SOIL ir FEN SOIL 

Deliveries Nationwide 
B A I L E Y ' S O F N O R F O L K 

Tel: 0 1 6 0 3 7 5 4 6 0 7 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

J. & E. ELY 
GOLF COURSE 

CONSTRUCTION 
Reading, Berks 

Tel/Fax 0118 972 2257 

C O N T O U R 
G O L F - L I M I T E D 

Construction of new golf development 
and upgrading of existing courses 

T e l : 0 1 3 2 7 8 7 9 4 6 4 
Mobi le : 0385 272935 

Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry, 
Northants NN11 4QS 

Irish Office: 026 471 83 

RD JONES & SONS 
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 

Design, Construction and 
Refurbishment Specialists 

Cae Coch Farm, Whitford, Flintshire, 
North Wales CH8 9EP 

Tel: 01745 561761 Fax: 01745 561988 
MEMBERS OF BIGGA 

CJ. Collins 
Construction 

Golf Course Contractors 
»ssoc«, 

/ Ê % 
I B A J T C ; 

Burgess HDL West Sussex 

T e l : 0 1 4 4 4 2 4 2 9 9 3 
F a x : 0 1 4 4 4 2 4 7 3 1 8 

GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION 

Woodlands, Ellis Road, Boxted, 
Colchester, Essex C 0 4 5RN 

Tel: (01206) 272834 Fax: (01206) 272104 

Art jn g t o i l 28 PUMP LANE 
HORNDEAN 
WATERLOO VILLF. 
HAMPSHIRE 
P08 9TS ENGLAND 
T/F: (01705) 592390 

or Contact Ted Awcock on 0410 450454 
Update Your Existing Course By: 

TEE EXTENSIONS 
GREEN RE-MODELLING 
BUNKER ALTERATIONS 

DRAINAGE 
also NEW COURSE CONSTRUCTION 

CONTACT THE 
PROFESSIONALS 

Jonathan Franks, Secretary, 
BAGCC, 37 Five Mile Drive, 

Wolvercote, Oxford OX2 8HT 
T e l / F a x : ( 0 1 8 6 5 ) 5 1 6 9 2 7 

A New Company... For Your Golf Course 

/¡2 enouationô 
Offering design and build remodels 

Experienced Designers 
Quality Construction 
Fixed Price , 

Philip House, Stamford Koad, Uowdon, 
AJtrincham, Chou hire, WAH 2JU 
Tel: 0161 929 8600 
Fax: 0161 929 5060 

Specialists 
in Golf 
Course 

Construction 
HvJf 
J O H N G R E A S L E Y L I M I T E D 

"Ashfield House" • 1154 Melton Road 
Syston -Leicester • LE7 2HB 

/ T \ Tel : 0116 269 6766 
vBAOCQ Mob i l e : 0836 553899 

Fax: 0116 269 6866 

TEE ¿o GREEN 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

The very best in the remodelling 
of existing golf courses. 

Over 18 years experience. 

Landscaping specialist 

22 BURN CLOSE, VERWOOD, 
DORSET BH31 6DN 

PHONE: 01202 814045 
MOBILE: 0410 483065 

C o u r s e E q u i p m e n t 

(S G O L F C O U R S E 

A C C E S S O R I E S IESJ 

IRELAND'S LEADING GOLF 
COURSE EQUIPMENT & 

ACCESSORY MANUFACTURER 

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N 
T E L : (01247) 271163 
F A X : (01247)471136 

GET ON COURSE 
WITH 

B A Y C O 

J c a / / us Now! on • 

IFEFCW.I.FCFCL 

The best for less! 

L o c k o n to Tacit's n e w Flagstick 
w i t h A n t i - w e a r Ferrule. 

W h e n used in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h 
Tacit's qual i ty H o l e c u p s , it wi l l 

p r o l o n g the life o f the Flagsticks 
and so keep t h e m upright 

longer. 

For further detai ls contact : 

TACIT* 
Golf Course Equipment Manufacturers 

Tel: 01788 568818 
Fax: 01788 537485 

D i r e c t i o n a l D r i l l i n g 

E 6 H Ä H R U S T rosi 
SPECIALISTS IN 

UNDERGROUND CABLE 
DUCTING AND PIPE 

INSTALLATION 
• STEEL PIPE DRIVING 

• IMPACT MOLING 
• DIRECTIONAL DRILLING 

SYSTEMS 
• AUGER BORING 
• PIPE (BURSTING) 

84 UNCROFT, OAKLEY 
BEDFORD MK43 7SS 

TEL/FAX 01234 82S948 
MOBILE 0585 463439 

D r a i n a g e 

• Construction 
• Renovation 
• Drainage 
• Irrigation 

T e l : 0 1 8 6 5 7 3 6 2 7 2 
F a x : 0 1 8 6 5 3 2 6 1 7 6 

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD 

S L E A T H & S O N 
S P O R T S T U R F D R A I N A G E 

Full range of modern equipment providing 
UK and European service 

Contact Geoff Sleath 
Tel: (01709) 862109 Fax: (01709) 862075 

Turfdry 
G o l f C o u r s e D r a i n a g e 

S p e c i a l i s t s 

For fast and friendly UK 
service call: 

M e l v y n T a y l o r 
on 01283 551417 
or 0836 259133 

tSP; STEVEN1PASK 
L I M I T E D 

Drainage and Sandslitting 
Verti-Draining 2.5 & I 5 Metre 
Ryan GA30 and Amazone sand 

Spreader Hire 
Tee, Green and Bunker 

Construction/Re-Modell ing 
Tel: 01529 455757 

m 
Specialists in land drainage, 
golf course construction and 

maintenance 
M J ABBOTT LIMITED 
Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 5EB 
Tel: 01722 716361 • Fax: 01722 716828 

J. PUGH-LEWIS LTD 
SP0RTSTURF CONTRACTORS 

S p e c i a l i s t s i n t h e d e s i g n , 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , d r a i n a g e a n d 
r e n o v a t i o n o f a l l s p o r t s t u r f . 

Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire. 

Tel: 01773 872362 
Fax: 01773 874763 

£ Drainage. 
Sand Slitting. ! Vertidraining. 

! Established 42 years 

ONGAR, ESSEX 
* 01277 890274 

1 feMF.-M] 

* Vertidrain \ • Top-dressing 
* Land Drainage * Overseeding 
* All types of construction 

( 0 1 7 3 4 ) 7 9 5 4 5 4 

W l n n e r s h , Read ing , Be rksh i r e 



Duncan Ross> Fountains 
L i m i t e d 

S P O R T S T U R F D R A I N A G E S P E C I A L I S T S 
• Latest Sportsturf Trenching Machine 
• Verti Draining * Sand Slitting 
• Gravel Banding • Top Dressing 
• Overseeding 
Design Installation and Maintenance service 

Tel/Fax: 01257 255321 
Shevington, Wigan, Lanes 

Driving Range Equipment 

RANGE SERVAM 

G O L F R A N G E E Q U I P M E N T 

B a l l D i s p e n s e r s , C o l l e c t o r s 

a n d W a s h e r s . P l a y O f f M a t s 

a n d W i n t e r T e e M a t s 

A U T O M A T I C T E E - U P U N I T 

Tel/Fax: 0 1 9 2 3 2 6 3 7 7 7 
at Abbott 's Toolhire, Hempstead Road, 

Hunton Bridge, Watford. Herts WD1 3NJ 

Environmental Products 

FbrKoùM/'and, 
eiu/ûmmfrU/ 
çoktûOHœtotfet 
QCDTFWQÛHTF, 

ffaimuia 
S t o n e H i l l , E g e r t o n , A s h f o r d , 

K e n t T N 2 7 9 D U 
Te l : 01233 756241 Fax: 01233 756419 

Environmental Monitoring 

Rain Fall -

it its to measure 
•Soil/Water pH 
•Wind Speed 
•Soil/Water 
temperature 

•Air Temperature 
& Pressure 

•Relative Humidity 
INSTRUMENTATION FOR 

EVERY WEED 

For futher Information 
contact us on 

0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

FOUNTAINS 
For all your floating fountain and aerator 

requirements, contact S.G.I. Sales. 
Ask for details of our large range for 
functional and decorative displays. 

S.G.I. Sales 
The Oxstalls, Evesham, 

Worcestershire, WR11 4TS. England. 
Tel: 0 1 3 8 6 4 1 2 1 2 Fax: 0 1 3 8 6 4 2 3 7 6 9 

E-mail: http://www.evenproducts.com 

Golf Course Supplies 

M.C. & M.A. 
STEWART 

%U G E Vtf> ( H A U L A G E ) L T D 

A family business established 1969 

BS EN ISO 9002: 1992 Registered Company 

G R A V E L , S A N D , S O I L , 
R O O T Z O N E , T O P D R E S S I N G , 

W O O D B A R K , T R A C K M A T E R I A L 

The independent supplier with the wide product range 
For professional service nationwide contact Rachael 

Tel: 01257 792536/792692 Mobile: 0973 426890 

Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull, 
Chorley, Lancashire PR7 5HS 

On Course with 

ACORN 
Equipment 

U K & E u r o p e a n d i s t r i b u t o r s o f 
q u a l i t y g o l f c o u r s e e q u i p m e n t 

For all your golf course requisites contact the specialists 
Phone or fax: 0 1 9 2 5 7 5 7 0 0 5 24hrs 

Website: http//: www.acom(uk).comm 

Gol f S igns 

GOLF SIGNS 
• Made from durable & 

weatherproof GRC 
• Available in standard or 

tailor-made designs 
• Can include hole 

information, club 
motif 

• Finished in a range of 
colours 

• Permanently installed on 
metal posts or free-
standing 

• Range includes yardage, 
GUR, entrance, directional 
& other signs 

Grass Cutting Equipment 

SAVE 
MONE-t! 

EX DEMONSTRATION 
AND TOP QUALITY REMANUFACTURED 
GOLF COURSE MACHINERY A V A I L A B L E 
FROM STOCK 
_ _ _ flffffl J A C D B S E N 
B B B « M M 
o v . ( y i B E A V E R 
R Y A N H A Y T E R 

S I S I S C U S H M A N R D Y E R 

VERTI-DRAIN 

M l JJEUs 
E 3 3 3 

UK & EXPORT DELIVERY ARRANGED 
Phone for a fill catalogue NOW 

O R K K N S W A R D K N G . C O . Manor Farm, 
Otlev Kd, Adel, Leeds I.S16 7AL. Tel: 0113 267 6000 

Grass Seed 

1/ i ; BOUGHTON 
L J j I loam LTD 

T e l f o r d Way , K e t t e r i n g , 
N o r t h a n t s 

Te l : 0 1 5 3 6 5 1 0 5 1 5 
for 

T u r f D r e s s i n g 
R o o t Z o n e M i x e s 

S c r e e n e d T o p S o i l s 
B u n k e r S a n d s 

H o r t i c u l t u r a l C o m p o s t s 

" P r e - g e r m i n a t e d g r a s s s e e d " 
" L i q u i d S o d " S p r a y - o n g r a s s 

H e r b i c i d e s 
G r a s s S e e d 
F e r t i l i s e r s 

Turf 
Management 

Systems 
Dromangh Farm, Sevenhills Road, 

Iverheath, Bucks, SL0 0PA 
Te l : 0 1 8 9 5 8 3 4 4 1 1 

I r r iga t ion 

FAVOURITISM 
No explanation 

needed. 

There's only 

one favourite 

irrigation system 

for beautiful turf. 

'Tis so! 

* * * 

TI 
Turf Irrigation Services (Sandbach) Limited. 

Instal lat ion 
Sa les 

& Serv i ce 
N.E. England, Yorkshire, S. Humberside, Lincolnshire, 

Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire 
Contact: 

E B & L S I M M S 
Unit 18, Camp Hill Close, Dallamires Lane, Ripon, 

North Yorkshire HG4 1TT 
Tel: (01765) 602175 or-690598 Fax: (01765) 603488 

S u p p l y , install , u p g r a d e 

a n d r e p a i r 

P l o w s a n d t r e n c h e r s fo r 

s a l e / h i r e 

I r r i g a t i o n a n d D r a i n a g e 
S e r v i c e s L t d 

T e l : 0 1 6 3 3 8 9 3 1 1 9 

I K R I C . A I I O N 
c o n t r o l 

DESIGN • SUPPLY 
INSTALL • SERVICE 

N e w s y s t e m s , s y s t e m e x t e n s i o n s 
a n d s y s t e m r e f u r b i s h m e n t * 

Call us for a FREE system survey 

Yorkshire 
O l I M 4 5 0 4 1 4 

F u l l m e m b e r s o f t h e B T L I A 

Cameron 
I R R I G A T I O N 

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment 
to Golf Courses, Bowling Greens, 

Landscapes, Horticulture. 
•Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment. 

•Existing Systems renovated and upgraded. 
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

Call now for your Irrigation needs. 

Cameron — (MqcPenny) 
Unit 17-18 Highdown Industrial Estate, 
Ringwood, Hants. BH24 1ND I DIVISION OF 
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fa*: (01425) 471296 lM 1-S C ' 

Logic 
Manufacturers & Distributors of 

quality irrigation equipment 

• EICON radio remote control for 
TW2-1 and TW2-4 

• AQUARIUS 2 PC based control 
system, runs in Windows 95 

• LOGIC decoders, compatible 
with TW1 or TW2, 3 year warranty, 
lightning protection included. 
Multiway outputs, up to 4 valves. 

f r o m £ 1 8 . 0 0 p e r s t a t i o n 

Tel: 01491 837 455 

T. & G. TURF 
IRRIGATION SERVICES 
13 Castlegate, Knaresborough, 

North Yorkshire HG5 ONS 
Tel & Fax: (01423) 864963 

Full member of B.T.L.I.A. 

Consult 

fatermation 
I R R I G A T I O N S Y S T E M S 

to discover how our total irrigation 
service can benefit you 

Design Supply 
Installation 

Support 
01252 336838 

—DECIDE AFTER-
TALKING TO US... 

A s Europe's most exper ienced 
i n d e p e n d e n t consu l tants w e are always 

ready t o help y o u w i t h advice on all 
aspects o f i r r i g a t i o n re lated matters. 

P0 BOX 1192 
Fordingbridge 

^ Hants SP6 1YD 
GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS England 

L Tel: (01425) 652087 Fax:(01425) 652476 

Fert i l isers 

T h e ' A n d e r s o n s . U n i f o r m l y t h e b e s t . 
The highest Quality Nitrogen source in 

the industry with the most uniform 
particle size available 

¿••Hi) For futher Information 
J l l i i contact us on 

0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Fert i l iser Spreaders 

0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

If it 

AMTEC 
have 
the 

Complete 
range of r¡ui&ooiviiai 
Rotary Spreaders 
call us on 

http://www.evenproducts.com


B R I T I S H O V E R H E A D 
I R R I G A T I O N L I M I T E D 

Tel: (01932) 788301 
Fax: (01932) 780437 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS 
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION 

SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND 
COMPLETE PROJECTS 

BEST BUY B.O.I.L. 
E X P E R I E N C E - E X P E R T I S E 

C A R E - S E R V I C E 
s i n c e 1 9 2 3 

Founder Member BTLIA 

Design. Supply. Instal lat ion. Service. 
From full systems to improvements 

on present systems and service. 
Phone Now to find out how you can 

Save Money! 
Phone/Fax: 0 1 4 0 5 8 1 4 8 8 9 Office 

M o b i l e 0 4 2 1 5 7 8 8 2 8 
II loe a v w a j e d w l v e r e w e f u p ! 

fluloQouijy/lcfii/ 
C A L L N O W F O R A L L Y O U R 

W A T E R R E Q U I R E M E N T S O N 

SPORTS GROUNDS, G O L F COURSES, 
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL 

LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE G A R D E N S 

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200 

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD, 
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE 

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST 

A Na t i onw ide 
I r r igat ion Se rv i ce »«¿a 
A well designed and installed irrigation system 

3 vital component to a successful project. 
OCMIS specialise in irrigation systems tor 
sportsground, recreational, amenity and 
landscape areas. 

We offer comprehensive expert consultations, 
designs, quotations, manufacture, supply, 
installation and service. 

OCMIS are stockists of an extensive range of 
quality irrigation equipment for every 
requirement. 

Regional offices throughout the UK 
For further information contact 
Head Office on 01460 241939 

HOCMIS 
(Vuckner Hlllltcr 
Design and service you can trust 

B 
> SERVICES V t f , 

Eas t M i d l a n d s A r e a 

Ins ta l l a t ion , S a l e s a n d 

S e r v i c e 

Kverton, Doncaster , DN10 5DR 

T e l : ( 0 1 7 7 7 ) 8 1 7 4 1 0 

Automatic Watering 
Systems for Sports 
and Leisure Grounds 

• Designed • Supplied • Installed 

GLEN HEAT I IRRIGATION 
P i n c h b e c k , S p a l d i n g , L i n e s . 

# 1 1 . B T e l : ( 0 1 7 7 5 ) 7 2 2 3 2 7 
V I S l F a x : ( 0 1 7 7 5 ) 7 2 5 4 4 4 

Hunter 
The Irrigation Innovators 

Phone or fax for your list of 

Himtcr' dealers 
throughout the UK and Ireland 

S p o r t s g r o u n d I r r i g a t i o n C o 

Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769 

Lake Construction/Liners ph C o n t r o l 

Iq I I rr igat ion Sys tems 

& Equipment 
F o r a l l y o u r i r r i g a t i o n 

r e q u i r e m e n t s , w h e t h e r a n e w 
i n s t a l l a t i o n o r s y s t e m 

r e f u r b i s h m e n t - c o n t a c t u s n o w f o r 
a f r e e s u r v e y , d e s i g n a n d 

q u o t a t i o n . 
I .L .S. I r r i g a t i o n S y s t e m s & 
E q u i p m e n t , O u n d l e R o a d , 

L u t t o n , P e t e r b o r o u g h P E 8 5 N D 
T e l / F a x : 0 1 8 3 2 2 7 2 4 5 0 

W A R D L E 
C o n s u l t i n g E n g i n e e r s , L t d . 

INDEPENDENT 
IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS 

& PROJECT MANAGERS 

8, Main St. Barton-under-Needwood 
STAFFS DE13 8DP 

Main O f f i ce Tel /Fax: 01283 711 864 
Area Of f i ce Te l /Fax: 01483 278 416 

M i s t * 

IRRIGATION 

^ Í) System 

TÍ & CONTROLS LTD 
(Inc. MACPENNY-CAMERON IRRIGATION) 

IRRIGATION 
Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses, 

Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture. 
• Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment 

• Existing Systems renovated and upgraded 
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

Call now for all your Irrigation needs. 
MISC LTD, Unit 18, Hightown Industr ial Estate, 

Ringwood, Hants BH24 1ND 
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296 

M J A B B O T T L I M I T E D 
D e s i g n , s u p p l y a n d i n s t a l l a t i o n of 

R a î n & B / R D 
I r r i g a t i o n S y s t e m s 

Tel: 01722 716361 

HIGH RELIABILITY 

DECODERS 
Equivalent to Watermation.CIC, 

Wright Rain, Primetime, Robydome, 
TORO and ISS 

• No switches, more reliable 
• 5 year warranty 
• Multi-outputs available 
• Low cost address programmer 
• Competitively priced 

T O N I C K W A T E R I N G 
Tel: 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500 

Associate Member of BTLIA 

I r r i g a t i o n P u m p s 

PETE MOLD PUMPS 

NATIONWIDE SPECIALISTS 

SUPPLIERS - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

OF IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT 

TO GOLF COURSES, BOWLING GREENS, 

LANDSCAPES AND HORTICULTURE 

EXISTING SYSTEMS RENOVATED 

AND UPGRADED 

Tel: 01908 511255 Fax: 01908 511288 

Liners for lakes, ponds and 
storage lagoons from the 
UK's leading contractor 

Comprehensive advice 
regarding design and 
construction of water areas 

GT Ltd, WiSton Road, Nayland, 
Colchester, Essex C06 4TL 

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998 

MERiT r P 7 
Installation 

Lining membranes and associated products for 
ponds, lakes, water features and reservoirs. 

Tel: 01594 529191 Fax: 01594 529413 

Lake M a n a g e m e n t 

C R Y S T A L 
C L E A R W S P 
100% Biological 

control of Algae with 
atftfttional benefits of 

increased water clarity 
LAKE 
COLORANT WSP 
Create a natural blue 
colour to lakes, 

For futher Information 
contact us on 

0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

S u p e r s c r e e n e d S p h a g n u m Peat 
f o r Go l f C o u r s e C o n s t r u c t i o n 

a n d M a i n t e n a n c e 
# Conforms to BS4156 
# Weed and Pathogen Free 
# Provides quick and even establishment 
# Excellent water retention during dry periods 
# Reduced risk of dry patch 
# Consistent quality for easy handling and 

mixing 
# Quick and reliable deliveries nationwide 

Finnfibre Horticulture Ltd 
Gerrard Business Centre, Worthing Road, 

East Preston, West Sussex BN16 1AW 
Tel: 01903 859555 Fax: 01903 859666 

Pest C o n t r o l 

P E S T C O N T R O L S E R V I C E S 
A r c h C o t t a g e , B u l m e r , Y o r k 

R A B B I T S M O L E S S Q U I R R E L S 
J e s s Y o r k s h i r e 0 1 6 5 3 - 6 1 8 7 6 3 
L e s H u m b e r s i d e 0 1 6 5 2 - 6 5 9 3 0 8 
N e i l N e w c a s t l e 0 1 9 1 - 4 8 9 0 6 9 0 

Have you 
found all the 

logos yet? 

W H A T PEST? 
with M 

NO PROBLEM! 
H u m a n e R a b b i t C o n r o l 

». For futher Information 
I contact us on 

0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

ZEPHYR 
W A T E R T R E A T M E N T L T D 

ph and chlorine control for turf quality 
improvement. Individually designed and 

installed dosing systems for 
irrigation applications. 

23 Brassmill Enterprise Centre , 
Brassmill Lane, Bath, Avon BA1 3JN 

Tel: 01225 334838 Fax: 01225 442028 

Greentur f Sys tems 

for pH Con t ro l us ing 
"PHAIRWAY" so lu t i on con tac t : 

S.G.I. Sales 
The Oxsta l ls , Evesham, 

Worces te rsh i re , WR11 4TS. Eng land . 
Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769 

E-mai l : h t t p : / / w w w . e v e n p r o d u c t s . c o m 

FREE SOIL AND WATER TESTING 

Prac t i ce Nets 

PRO-TEE G O L F 
DRIVING 

Robust & durable 
contruct ion 
Single or mult iple bay 
system 
Rust resistant frame 
Easily erected 
Long-l i fe baffle nets 
Little or no 
maintenance 
Available wi th all-
weather golf mats 

BAYS 
L I N K S L E I S U R E 

Tel: 
01948 663002 
or Fax: 
01948 666381 
for details 

R a i l w a y S l e e p e r s 

R A I L W A Y 
SLEEPERS 
1 S T C L A S S Q U A L I T Y O N L Y 
N O T C O N S T R U C T I O N C R A D E 
F O R K K K I N P R I C E S 
C O N T A C T M R D A V I D R O H I N S O N 
T E L / F A X : 0 1 6 1 4 5 6 7 1 0 » 
A T " S T R I K E T O P T U R F ' 

A 1 C O N S T R U C T I O N 
G R A D E S L E E P E R S 

A n y quan t i ty , d e l i v e r e d a n y w h e r e 

also 

C O C K L E S H E L L 
P A T H M E D I A 

Bulk l o a d s , d i s c o u n t e d p r i c e s 

FINETURF PRODUCTS 
01375 361606 

RAILWAY 
SLEEPERS 

FIRST CLASS QUALITY 
D E L I V E R Y A N Y A R E A 

C o n t a c t S l e e p e r S u p p l i e s 
Tel/Fax: 0 1 3 0 2 8 8 8 6 7 E 
Mobi le : 0 8 3 1 3 5 6 7 1 0 

http://www.evenproducts.com


R A I L W A Y S L E E P E R S 

8 ' 6 " x 1 0 " x 5 " 

C R O S S I N G T I M B E R S 

1 2 " x 6 " u p t o 1 6 ' l o n g 
P r i c e q u o t e d f o r n u m b e r r e q u i r e d 

T e l ( 0 1 2 3 3 ) 6 2 5 1 2 1 o r 6 2 0 2 7 7 

Faggs Fleet 
W h i t f i e l d R o a d , 

A s h f o r d , K e n t 

R o o t Z o n e 

B A N K S A M E N I T Y P R O D U C T S L T D 

Specialist Manufac tu re r and Supplier 
(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top 

Dress ings - to all specif icat ions including 
USGA. Supplied na t ionwide . 
P lease p h o n e for quotat ion. 
Tel: (01858) 464346/433003 

Fax: (01858) 434734 

T e e M a t s 

S a n d / S i l i c a S a n d 

( E B E N E Z E R M E A R S ) 

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND 

for Tees Greens Bunkers 

and drainage sands and shingles 

Wintersel ls Road Byfleet. KT14 7AZ 

01932 345616 
G R U N D O N 

NOW SPREADING 
IN YOUR AREA 

T o p D r e s s i n g 

B u n k e r S a n d 

R o o t Z o n e 

T e e s D r e s s i n g 

A l l A g g r e g a t e s 

P a t h G r a v e l s 

C o c k l e s h e l l 

N E W H O T L I N E N U M B E R : 

Contact Gordon 
on 01367 244078 

S e a t s 

Seats, tables, chairs, 
benches, 

planters and lit 
terbins made 
from plantation 

grown teak. Listed in 
the Good Wood Guide. 

Send for brochure 

D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road, 
Patchway, Bristol BS12 5TB 
Tel: 0II7 <WI 5.115 Fax: 0117 931 5334 

S p o r t s N e t t i n g 

S P O R T S N E T T I N G 

• • • T I L D E N E T ••• 
• PERIMETER N E T T I N G 
• TARGET NETS 
• A N T I BALL P L U G G I N G 
• G R A S S G E R M I N A T I O N 
• A N T I DAZZLE N E T T I N G 
• P A D D E D / N E T BAY DIVIDERS 
• C H I P P I N G NET 
• PRACTICE NETS 
• 'EPIC' TARGET G R E E N 
• BALLSTOP F E N C I N G 

T E L : O l 1 7 9 6 6 9 6 8 4 

• Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee 
& Practice Mat 

• Golf Course Furniture 
• Driving Range & Practice Ground 

Equipment 
• Flooring & Pathways 

Tel: 01704 571271 
F a x : 0 1 7 0 4 5 7 1 2 7 2 

TUPlii ^ in it 
A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S 

T E E M A T S , C A R R Y M A T S 

A N D P U T T I N G 

S U R F A C E S F R O M 

CARPETITION LTD 
1 4 K a f f i r R o a d , E d g e r t o n , 

H u d d e r s f i e l d H D 2 2 A N 

Tel: (01484)428777 Fax: (01484) 423251 

T o p D r e s s i n g s 

= B O U R N E = 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s o f 

t o p d r e s s i n g & r o o t z o n e s 

S u p p l i e r s o f b u n k e r s a n d s 

B O U R N E A M E N I T Y 

N e w e n d e n , C r a n b r o o k , 

T N 1 8 5 Q G T e l : 0 1 7 9 7 2 5 2 2 9 8 

T V 
Martins 

v 
O F C O U R S E 

F O R 

• ¿ « W * T 0 P D R E S S I N G 

• 0 A K A M 0 0 R B U N K E R S A N D 

' P i n n a c l e R O O T Z O N E S 

• P A R - L I N K P A T H W A Y G R A V E L 

M A R T I N B R O T H E R S 

Tel: 01625 614121 
F a x : 0 1 6 2 5 6 1 8 2 8 2 

Have you 
found all the 

logos yet? 

TOP D R E S S E R S . , 

DRESS WITH 

AMTEC! 

® ROOTZONES 
® DIVOT MIXES 

e TOP-DRESSINGS 
A SCREENED SOILS a 

4DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS O 
Alan Hadley Limited, Fenton House, 

102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross, 
Reading, Berkshire RG7 1BJ 

Tel: 0118 988 3266 
Fax: 0118 988 4538 

T r e e P l a n t i n g 

THORPE TREES 
Thorpe Underwood, Ouseburn, York YOS 9SR 

í> 
T o p q u a l i t y t r e e a n d 
h e d g e p l a n t s g r o w n , 
s u p p l i e d a n d p l a n t e d 

Woodland Grant Applications 

FREE a d v i s o r y v i s i t a n d c a t a l o g u e . 
Go l f c o u r s e p l a n t i n g a s p e c i a l i t y 

A Tel: ( 0 1 4 2 3 ) 3 3 0 9 7 7 
Fax: (01423) 3 3 1 3 4 8 

E a s t c o t e 

N u r s e r i e s 

^ ( S o l i h u l l ) L t d 

* T r e e S p a d e h i r e 
* T r e e m o v i n g 
* S e m i m a t u r e t r e e s 

Nationwide service 
Hampton Road, Barston, Solihul l , 

West Midlands B92 0JL 

T e l : 0 1 6 7 5 4 4 2 0 3 3 
F a x : 0 1 6 7 5 4 4 2 3 2 4 

PLANTING TREES 
THIS YEAR? 

We can supply the full range of native 
hardwood and softwood saplings from only 

20p each. We offer free, friendly and 
personal advice on planting schemes. 

We supply all your planting sundries, eg 
tubes, stake ties, rabbit guards etc. 

We can offer more mature trees (6ft to 
8ft tall - mainly four or five years old) for 
only £6 each if you give us flexibility on 

varieties. (Minimum order 100 with a 
guaranteed 10 different varieties) 

Free delivery on reasonable orders. 
Please give us a call for a full list 

R u t l a n d T r e e N u r s e r y 
T h e Windmi l l , M o r c o t t , O a k h a m , 

R u t l a n d . L E 1 5 8 E G 
T e l / F a x : 0 1 5 7 2 7 4 7 3 7 3 

S O V E R E I G N 

TURF 
A L L Y E A R R O U N D 

Q U A L I T Y T U R F 

Tel: 0 1 6 0 3 7 4 6 2 2 9 
Fax: 0 1 6 0 3 7 4 6 2 4 3 
Mob : 0 8 5 0 7 5 2 7 4 4 

f o r TGA 
APPROVED TURF 

0118 951 0033 

• Full range of services 
including: 
U S G A rootzone testing 
Percolation rate testing 
Particle size distribution 
Nutrient Analyses a n d 
p H tests 

An Independent 
Materials 
Test ing 
Laboratory for 
Golf 

Greenkeepers 

m 
I ACCREDITED! 

For further Information call Ann Murray at 
E u r o p e a n T u r f g r a s s L a b o r a t o r i e s Ltd. 

Tel: 01786 449195 Fax: 01786 449688 

G R O W E R S A N D S U P P L I E R S O F H I G H 

Q U A L I T Y C U L T I V A T E D T U R F F O R A L L 

A P P L I C A T I O N S A N D A P P O I N T E D 

O F F I C I A L T U R F P R O D U C E R S 

T O W E M B L E Y S T A D I U M 

Please contact Head O f f i c e for more information: 

THE INTURF GROUP 
R e g e n t S t r e e t • P o c k l i n g t o n • Y o r k Y 0 4 2 Q N 

T e l e p h o n e 0 1 7 5 9 3 0 4 1 0 1 • F a x 0 1 7 5 9 3 0 5 2 2 9 

a class cfi qtass... 

The independent supplier with a wide product range 
of turf for all applications. 
Grasslands Turf Farm / 1 T \ 
Ashford Road, New Romney, |Grasslands] 
Kent TN28 8TH. Tel. (01797) — W — 
367130 • Fax: (01797) 367929 W 

TT ProTurf 
GROWERS 
A N D SUPPLIERS 
OF QUALITY CULTIVATED 
TEES, GREENS A N D AMENITY 

I t g a / TURF COUNTRYWIDE 

TEL : 0 1 4 2 7 8 9 0 7 9 7 

FAX: 0 1 4 2 7 8 9 1 7 8 5 

TT ProTurf Ltd 

Q Lawns @ 
Growers of Quality Turf 

* Uniquely cultivated on fine 
dark soils 

* Next day deliveries 
* Quality assured company 

I S O 9002 
B r i t i s h Fie ld P r o d u c t s L imi t ed r - ^ r - A 
C o r k w a y Drove , H o c k w o l d , 
T h e t f o r d , N o r f o l k I P 2 6 4 J R 

¡ 5 1 

Off i ce : 01842 828266 F a x : 01842 827911 

T u r f D r e s s i n g s 

BAILEYS 
\Wk O F 

^ N O R F O L K 

" ^ ^ s u p p l y 

P R O F E S S I O N A L T U R F D R E S S I N G S 

F O R T H E P R O F E S S I O N 

* GOLF TURF DRESSINGS 

* SAND * SCREENED TOP SOIL 

Deliveries nationwide 
B A I L E Y ' S O F N O R F O L K 

Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich, 
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607 

Mobile: 0850 353603 

B A N K S A M E N I T Y P R O D U C T S L T D 

for F e n d r e s s T o p D r e s s i n g 
• F e n d r e s s S u p e r f i n e 
• E c o n o m y D r e s s i n g 

• R o o t z o n e M i x e s 
• S c r e e n e d F e n s o i l • S c r e e n e d Peat 
• S c r e e n e d L o a m • K i l n D r i e d Sand 

• B u n k e r S a n d s 

Tel : ( 0 1 8 5 8 ) 464346/433003 
F a x : (01858) 4 3 4 7 3 4 



BDUGHTON 
_ _ L O f l M LTD. 

For 
TURF DRESSINGS 
ROOT ZONE MIXES 

SCREENED TOP SOILS 
BUNKER SANDS 
HORTICULTURAL 

COMPOSTS 
Telford Way, Kettering, 

Northants 
Tel: 01536 510515 

Rufford 
T O P - D R E S S S U P P L I E S 

Britain s No. 1 for 
QUALITY • SERVICE • 

SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY 
Fairway House. South Stage Broadway. 

Salford Quays. Manchester M5 2UQ 

Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554 

Tyres 

FLOTATION 
TURF TYRES 

• Wide Flat Treads • 
+ Custom Made Wheels * 

*• New and Used available * 
ROSCO T Y R E A N D W H E E L LTD 

Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lanes 
Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265 

Vert idra in ing Hire 

PETER MANNINGTON 

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South 
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds 
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service 

Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 200205 
or Mobile 0850 612061 

Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst, 
Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7DL 

S E W A R D 
T U R F M A I N T E N A N C E 
Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre 
Gravel Banding over seeding 

Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming 
and Top Dressing 

Phone York: 01904 765949 
Freephone: 0500 432120 

WORTH 
VERTIDRAINING and 

HOLLOW CORING HIRE 
with the RYAN G.A. 30 

Contact Peter Bloodworth 
WORTH DRAINING 

Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266 

ROSS OLIVER 
SPORTS GROUND CONSTRUCTION 

AND MAINTENANCE 
• VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Spor tsgrounds 
• STONE PICKING • RYAN HOLLOW TYNER 

• SAND SPREADERS • DIRECT DRILLS 
(keystones, Trebudannon. Cornwall TR8 4LP 

Tel: (018-41) 540222 Fa«: (01637) 881057 

Fairway Landscapes 
GOLF COURSE & SPORTS GROUND 
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE 

Overseeding • Top Dressing • Deep Hollowcoring 
Greens • Tees • Bunkers • Drainage • Verti Draining 

Machine Hire • Visual & Verbal References 

Tel or Fax: 01726 843003 Mobile: 0468 633569 

Ol CABOT SPORTS 
X . South West 

Verti-draining Specialists 
• Overseeding • 
• Stone Burying • 
• 4 Ton Top Dresser • 

(flotation tyres) 
Competitive and Reliable 

Telephone: ( 0 1 1 7 ) 9 8 2 0 0 5 4 
Fax: (0117) 982 0052 

Portview Rd, Avonmouth , Bristol BS11 9LQ 

Meier 9{oot ÇoCf Ctub 

VERTIDRAINING 
Competitive rates and prompt 
service offered throughout the 

North West 
For d e t a i l s c o n t a c t : 

E r n i e L a n d e r o n 0 1 9 2 5 2 9 1 9 1 9 
o r 0 8 3 1 4 4 8 8 1 7 

Wet t ing Agen ts 

Enhance water 
penetration 
and aid the »- ^ 
fight against 
dry patch, 
also stimulates 
soil microbes. 

For details and Information on our 
range of DRENCHER products 
A^ & Wetting Agents 

call us on 
0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Wood Chips 

BRYLINE LTD 
Walkway fibre 

used for golf paths 
and walkways. 

Clean, dry surface 
underfoot. 

Telephone: 
01604 864227 and 

01604 864204 

Classif ied 

S I S I S 
turf maintenance machinery 

Various S/H, SISIS aerators, 
scarif iers, top-dressers, 
sweepers, seeders, etc. 

available as seen or ful ly 
refurbished by manufacturer 

Hire equipment also available 
Phone bouglas Boa on 

01625 503030 

Be seen on 
the green! 

Here's your chance to win an 
exclusive BIGGA 100% 
waterproof jacket designed 
by Walrus wor th over £55! 

Simply search through all the 
products and services in our 
guide and locate the 3 
BIGGA logos hidden within 
the pages. Wri te down the 
names of the 3 advertise-
ments where the BIGGA logo 
is hidden, and send your 
entries on a postcard to; 

Locate the Logos, 
Greenkeeper International, 
A ldwark Manor, 
Aldwark, Alne, 
York Y 0 6 2NF 

Entries to reach us no later 
than Friday, March 20, 1998. 
The f irst correct entry drawn 
wil l receive the Walrus jack-
et. Don' t forget to tell us the 
size of jacket you wil l 
require! 

The judges decision is final. 
No correspondence wil l be 
entered into. This competi-
t ion is not open to BIGGA 
staf f or non-members. 

Congratulat ions to Robin 
Evans of Whi tby GC, who 
spot ted our three logos last 
month. Your exclusive Walrus 
jacket is on the way! 

Classif ied 

Machinery For Sale 

JOHN 
SHAW 

(MACHINERY) LTD 

Used machinery list as of 22.2.98 

Kubota L2850 fitted wi th cab, 
front loader, backhoe and turf tyres 

£7,500 

Kubota G1900-S c /w 54" deck 
and turbo col lector £6,500 

Toro Greensmaster 3000 petrol (x2) £2,750 

Ransomes .TG340 hydraul ic gangs 
(ex-demo condi t ion) £4,850 
Toro RM216 petrol tr iple mower 
c/w 8 blade reels £2,500 
Set of 3 Verti-cut units to fit 
Beaver gangs £1,000 
Toro Groundsmaster 72 petrol f i t ted 
with a 72" s ide d ischarge mower £1,000 
Kubota B1750 H ST fitted with a 
mid mounted deck and cab £4,500 
Toro Greensmaster 322-D 
c/w 88" Tri-Flex Deck 

Toro Rm216 Diesel f i t ted with 8 
blade f loat ing head cutt ing units 

Toro Greensmaster 300 petrol 
greens mower c/w cab 

Kubota F2000 4wd c/w 60" R / D mower £ 3 0 0 0 

Ransomes 36" Mastiff c /w grass box £1,950 

Kawasaki Mule 2010 4wd utility 
vehicle c /w cargo box 

Sales: 0 1 8 2 5 8 7 2 0 7 0 
Fax: 0 1 8 2 5 8 7 2 1 3 0 

FOR SALE 
RANSOME 350D 

1990 - £3,500 
COTTRELL PARK, CARDIFF 

CONTACT 01446 781701/781781 

R a n s o m e s 1 8 0 D i e s e l T r i p l e 
t e e s m a c h i n e w i t h s k i d s 

R e d s e a t m o d e l - 1 8 0 0 h r s 
E x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n - A n y t r i a l 

£3,950 ono 
Tel: Lymm Cheshire 0 1 9 2 5 7 5 2 1 3 9 
Also Harley Davidson Golf Buggy with canopy 

£850 ono 

FOR SALE 
JACOBSEN IIR5111 

ROTARY MOWER 
1992 - £8,500 

COTTRELL PARK, CARDIFF 
CONTACT 01446 781701/781781 

R S BIRD LTD 
R a n s o m e s F a i r w a y 305, C a b £19 ,995 
R a n s o m e s 933 , 6 0 " R o l l i n g £11 ,500 

Contact: Jeffrey Bird, R S Bird Ltd, Cowbridge, CF71 7YP 

TEL: 01446 772001 

GREENKEEPERS 
ATTENTION! ACHTUNG! ATTENCION! ATTENZIONE! 

TURN YOUR SURPLUS MACHINERY INTO CASH 

PHONE MURRAY WARDROP ON 01798 831046 
MOBILE: 0468 484554 OR FAX A LIST ON 01798 831072 



Recruitment 

PETERBOROUGH 
¿ ¿ ^ MILTON GOLF CLUB 

COURSE MANAGER 
Peterborough Milton Golf Club is a fine 18 hole parkland course des igned by 
J a m e s Braid and o p e n e d in 1938. It is recognised as o n e of the premier Golf 

Courses in the area. 

Applications are invited for this post wh ich will b e c o m e available on 4th January, 
1999, following the re t i rement of the present Head Greenkeeper . 

The key responsibilities of this position are as follows; 

# To contribute to the formulation of 
policy and oversee the short, medium 
and long term maintenance of the 
golf course dictated by the policy. 

0 To present and implement work 
schedules, machinery replacement 
and machinery maintenance pro-
grammes, keep accurate records and 
be aware of modern methods, mate-
rials and equipment. 

# To formulate, present and control 
agreed budgets including making 

reasoned decisions when buying 
materials and equipment. 

0 To lead, supervise, motivate, dele-
gate as appropriate, 
develop, train and assist in 
the recruitment of staff. 

0 To endeavour to continually improve 
communication at all levels including 
staff, management and membership. 

0 To ensure safety of the staff and the 
environment. 

Minimum qualifications for this position are NVQ Level 4, al though applicants hav-
ing obta ined levels 1 to 3 and currently studying for level 4 will b e cons idered . 

Salary is negotiable, but will reflect the impor tance of the role. 
Accommoda t ion is not provided. 

Please reply in writing enclosing a full CV to: 

The Secretary, 
Peterborough Milton Golf Club, 

Milton Ferry, Peterborough, PE6 7AG. 

Closing da te for applications is 17th April, 1998. 

STAND GOLF CLUB 
Invites applications for the posit ion of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
We require a Head Greenkeeper w h o is in possession of 

recognised greenkeeping qualifications to maintain our 18 hole 

course to the highest possible standards. 

T h e successful candidate m u s t be able to manage and motivate 

staff; organise and participate in w o r k programmes; operate 

wi th in a p lanned budget ; have practical knowledge of automatic 

irrigation systems and all greenkeeping machinery. A sound 

knowledge of Heal th & Safety at Work Regulations is essential. 

Salary negotiable. 

N o accommoda t ion provided, 

bu t re-location expenses will be considered. 

Apply in wr i t ing wi th full C V to; 

T h e Secretary, 

Stand Gol f C lub , 

Ashbourne Grove, 

Whitef ield, 

Manches te r 

M 4 5 7 N L 

Copt Heath Golf Club 
Applications are invited for the position of 

COURSE MANAGER 
This r e n o w n e d Midlands course, currently a regional qualifying venue for the 

O p e n Championship , was built in 1907 to a Harry Vardon design and later 
improved by HS Colt. Whilst only occupying some 120 acres it is nevertheless a 

challenging 18 holes with a par of 71 and measur ing 6517 yards. 

The person appo in ted will take full responsibility and budgetary control . 
Key areas are as follows: 

• Maintenance and presentation of the golf course to the highest standards 

• Supervision and development of all greenkeeping staff 

• Administration of work programme and budgetary control 

The successful applicant requires the following attributes: 

• Recognised qualifications in greenkeeping and golf course management 

• Strong working knowledge of all modern golf course management 
practices with the ability to train, motivate and direct staff 

• An ability to prepare and monitor budgets, inventories and expenditure 

This is an oppor tun i ty for a highly compe ten t pe r son to enhance their career and 
work with an established commit ted team. 

Remunera t ion package commensura t e with experience. 

Applications in writ ing for a formal application form to: 

The Secretary, Copt Heath Golf Club, 
1220 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, B93 9LN 

Potters Bar 
Golf Club 

require a 

COURSE 
MANAGER 

We require a c o m p e t e n t Manager who in addit ion to the 

relevant greenkeeping skills, will have particular s t rengths in 

t e a m building, budget ing skills and machinery management . 

The successfu l appl icant will be a self mot ivated person with 

care for detail and will b e bo th resourceful and innovative. 

Applicants mus t have relevant exper ience and be able to 

p roduce s t rong references . 

Salary will b e c o m m e n s u r a t e with t h e posit ion and 

a c c o m m o d a t i o n will b e available in 1999. 

Please write in t h e first ins tance t o t h e Secretary with 

detai ls of qualif icat ions and experience. 

Potters Bar Golf CLub, 

Darkes Lane, Potters Bar, Herts EN6 IDE 



Recruitment 
Golf Inns Ltd 

Belmont Lodge & Golf Course 
Applications are invited for the position of 

FIRST ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Belmont Lodge & Golf Course with its 18 Hole 
Parkland Course, 30 Bedroomed Lodge and other leisure 

facilities is renowned in the West Midlands 
for its hospitality and friendliness. 

The position, reporting directly to the 
Head Greenkeeper, will ideally suit an experienced 

Greenkeeper, with PA 1, 2 and 6 and other recognised 
qualifications, now wishing to progress their career 

up the greenkeeping ladder. 

Applications in writing with full CV should be addressed to: 

A l a n Carver - Execu t i ve Manager 

B e l m o n t L o d g e & Gol f C o u r s e 

B e l m o n t , He re fo rd HR2 9SA 

(Golf Inns Ltd are working towards achieving equal opportunity status) 

j f 

INVESTORS IN PEOPLE 

THE 

LONDON 
GOLF CLUB 

Invites applications for the posts of 

Experienced Irrigation Technician 
This prestigious 'Jack Nicklaus designed' 36 hole golf club seeks the 

services of a well organised, self-motivated individul to service, 
maintain and operate a Rainbird Maxi 5 system. The ideal candidate 
will demonstrate a strong working knowledge of modern irrigation 
systems coupled with a sound practical greenkeeping background. 

Deputy Head Greenkeeper & 
Senior Greenkeeper Postitions 

The successful applicants will possess relevant professional 
qualifications and be experienced in all aspects of 

golf course management. 

This is an excellent career move for an ambitious and 
confident greenkeeper who can demonstrate sound and 
positive team management skills, self-motivation and a 

willingness to learn new methods and techniques. 

Please apply in writing enclosing a current CV to; 

Mr Steve Jones, 
Golf Courses Superintendent, 

The London Golf Club, 
South Ash Manor Estate, 

Ash, Nr Sevenoaks, Kent, T N 15 7EN 

Closing date: 31st March, 1998. 

THE KURPFALZ AG GOLF COURSE 

in Germany requires three trained and qualified Greenkeepers for our 27 
hole Golf Course and driving range/Golfodrom during the main season 
(8 months from March until October 1998). Successful teamwork and a 

positive attitude will also guarantee for future requirements. 

Applicants will be experienced in all aspects of greenkeeping with 
appropriate qualifications, having practical knowledge of modern 

machinery and handyman abilities. 

Accommodation Is available. 

Applications In writing including a current CV and salary expectation to: 

Golfplatz Kurpfalz AG, Birkenweg, 67117 Limburgerhof, Germany 

Experienced & Qualified Greenkeeper 
for an 18-hole course, situated west of London. 

The successful candidate will be self-motivated, have a good working knowledge 
of the maintenance of a parkland course together with experience of irrigation, 

machine maintenance and preferably hold PA1 and PA2 Certificate. 

No Accommodation. 

Please apply in writing with current C.V. to 

The Secretary/Manager, 
Wyke Green Golf Club (1996) Ltd., 

Syon Lane, Isleworth, Middlesex. TW7 5PT. 

Woodbury Park 
G O L F & C O U N T R Y C L U B 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Woodbury Park is a privately owned high class golf and leisure complex 
with two golf courses, 18 hole championship Oaks and 9 hole Acorns. 

Applications are sought from highly motivated individuals who are able 
to work within a team environment to assist the Course Manager in the 

maintenance of both courses at their present high standards. 

Applicants must have a minimum of 2 years Greenkeeping experience 
and have appropriate qualifications to NVQ level 2 or above. Spraying 

qualifications PA1, PA2 and PA6a, would also be an advantage. 

Please a p p l y in w r i t i n g b y M a r c h 2 0 , 1 9 9 8 , 
enc lo s ing a n u p - t o - d a t e CV to; 

Jeff Mills, Course Manager , 
W o o d b u r y Park Golf & Country Club, 

W o o d b u r y Castle, Woodbury , Exeter, EX5 1JJ 



Recruitment 
FIELD SERVICE TECHNICIAN 

We h a v e a v a c a n c y for a Serv ice T e c h n i c i a n w i t h k n o w l e d g e i n 
P r o f e s s i o n a l & D o m e s t i c G a r d e n Machinery. 

The s u c c e s s f u l appl i cant m u s t b e a g o o d t e a m p layer a n d h a v e a 
c l ean d r i v i n g l i cence . C o m p a n y v a n suppl ied . 

App ly w i t h ful l CV to: 

Mr PT Wil l iams, E r n e s t D o e & S o n s L imi ted 
W h e m p s t e a d Road, B e n i n g t o n , 

S t e v e n a g e , Herts , S G 2 7BZ 

ERNEST ERNEST 
n 
& SONS LTD CENTURY^ 8 9 8 " 1 9 9 8 !OF SERVICE^ m 

& SONS LTD 

GATTON MANOR HOTEL, GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB 

Invite applications for the position of 

Qualified Assistant Greenkeeper 
To join the existing hard working team at the busy 18 hole members club. 

The successful applicant will have the following qualifications: 
City and Guilds Phase 1 and 2 / NVQ equivalent, PA 1 and PA2A spraying 

certificates, A minimum of 5 years experience. 

The ability to self motivate and work successfully within a team is essential. 

Apply in writing with current CV to:-

John Davidson, Course Manager, Gatton Manor Hotel, Golf and Country Club, 
Standon Lane, Ockley, Nr Dorking, Surrey, RH5 5PQ 

STOURBRIDGE GOLF CLUB LTD 
Vacancy for 

DEPUTY HEAD GREENKEEPER/ 
FIRST ASSISTANT 

Must have relevant qualifications for post and practical experience. 

Must be conversant with modern machinery and computerised 
irrigations systems. 

Apply in writ ing with CV to: 

Mrs M. A. Betts, Secretary, 
Stourbridge Golf Club Ltd, Worcester Lane, 

Pedmore, Stourbridge, DY8 2RB 

Stratford Oaks Golf Club 
requires 

2 ASSISTANT GREENKEEPERS 
Applications are invited for these two new positions which have been 

created as part of a major upgrading programme for the course. 

The successful candidates should have a minimum of two years 
experience in all aspects of golf course maintenance. 

Qualifications preferable but not essential. 

Apply in writing with full CV to 

Golf Course Manager, Stratford Oaks Golf Club 
Bearley Rd, Snitterfield, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 OEZ 

MuswellHill Golf Club 
TRAINEE GREENKEEPER 

required for Muswell Hill Golf Club, 
situated 7 miles from central London. 

18 hole course established in 1893. 
Good training and prospects are offered. 

Salary c£8,000 per annum. 

Applications forms from T he Secretary on 0181 888 1764 

CALDY GOLF CLUB 
We require an 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
The successful applicant will have the following qualifications: 

Phase 1 and 2 NVQ equivalent, PA1 and PA2a spraying certificate, 
three years greenkeeping experience, ability to show initiative and work 

effectively within a young team. 

Apply in writing with full CV to: 

Ian Farrall, Head Greenkeeper 
Caldy Golf Club, Links Hey Road, Caldy, Wirral, Merseyside, L48 1NB 

Three Rivers District Council 
INVITATION TO TENDER SELECT LIST OF CONTRACTORS 

Construction of a Golf Academy and improvements to the 18 hole and Par 3 Courses 

Applications are invited from suitably experienced contractors wishing to be considered for inclusion 
in the select list for the above project. It is currently anticipated that the contract will be let during the 

late summer with work commencing by the 1st October 1998. 

The Contractor will need to be able to demonstrate that they have previous experience of this type of 
project. The scheme will be a Sports Council Lottery Funded one and will include the construction of 

new greens, bunkers, and fairways together with the associated earth works, landscaping, tree 
planting etc. The Contractor should also be a member of the British Association of Golf Course 

Constructors, or a similar professional body. 

Contractors wishing to be considered for inclusion on the select list are required to 
complete a questionnaire which can be obtained from: 

Director of Planning and Leisure, fao Mr J Wellman Contract Monitoring Officer, 
Three Rivers House, Northway, Richmansworth, Herts, WD3 1RL Tel 01923 776611 ext 1395 

Completed questionnaires must be returned by the 1st May 1998 

COVENTRY HEARSALL GOLF CLUB 
18 Hole Golf Course 

Invites applications for the position of 

First Assistant Greenkeeper 
The successful applicant will be qualified to NVQ 3 or equivalent, Possessing 

PA1, 2a and 6 spraying Certificates. With a sound knowledge of machinery and 
maintenance practices. Golfer preferred. No accommodation. Salary Negotiable. 

Apply in writing with C.V. to: 

The Secretary, Mrs M. E. Hudson, Coventry Hearsall Golf Club, 
Beechwood Avenue,' Coventry CV5 6DF 



Wigan Athletic Training Ground 3 weeks 
after the application o / E N V l G R O . 

^ ^ r e ^ ^ ^ m r y new concept ENVLGRO was 

used in the 

construction of 

a new pitch for 

Wigan Athletic 

Training 

Ground. j 

Kei th Porter, Head Groundsman, of 
Wigan Athletic Training Ground said: 
// 

Within three weeks of using 

E N V I G R O , we had a visible sheen 

of grass and in tivo days, it grew 2-

3 inches: it was unbelievable. The 

ground zvas just left to the elements 

and there was no scorching and it 

kept its moisture 

A T Y P I C A L A N A L Y S I S 

T R A C E E L E M E N T S ( P P M ) 

M I C R O B I A L C O N T E N T 

A D V A N T A G E S O F E N V l G R O 

High humus, good water retention, no artificial chemicals, high microbial 

content, need only apply every 6 months, free-flowing, slow release, easy 

to use, available in various screen sizes, fantastic value. 

GROWING TRIALS PROVE THAT TURF TREATED WITH ENVlGRO OUT 
PERFORMS THE REST ROOT SYSTEM 

GROWN IN SOIL 
ROOT SYSTEM GROWN 
IN SOIL: ENVlGRO 5:1 

»»«r -

ENVIGRO 
THE HUMUS RICH ORGANIC FERTILISER 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL FREEPHONE: Enhanced root development 

increases natural water uptake 
and binds loose soil, producing 
a more stable playing surface. 
Lush growth appears ready for 
cutting within 3 weeks after 
seeding. N O W 

AND SEE THE RESULTS 
IN 2 WEEKS ref 

582 

For further information contact: TEG ENVIRONMENTAL pic, Crescent House, Sandy Lane, Leyland, Lancashire, PR5 1EB or FAX: 01257 234182 

Very large numbers of micro-
organisms are present (more than 
1,000,000,000 per gm of fertiliser) 

N-3.5% P-2.1% K-3.4% 

Organic matter 95% 

occurring naturally 

Mg-140 Zn-175 Mo-1.5 B-8.0 Cu-80 

I D E A L F O R 
Golf Courses, Football/Rugby Pitches, 

Bowling Greens, Race Courses, Tennis 

Courts, Playing Fields, 

Parks and Gardens. 

THE HUMUS RICH ORGANIC FERTILISER 

ENVIGRO is the new organic fertiliser produced by the rapid composting of nitrogen-rich manures and other organic 

materials. ENVlGRO can be used when seeding areas of very poor soil such as shale, and sand, so avoiding the need to bring 

in topsoil. A fine grade of ENVlGRO is produced specifically for use on established turf on professional sports grounds. 



HERE IT IS. 
(Andyou won't believe 
the price!) A 

WE ASKED OUR CUSTOMERS 
WHAT THEIR IDEAL TURF 
MAIHTEHAHCE SYSTEM 
WOULD LOOK LIKE. x O . 

SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD, Hurdsfield, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 2LZ 
Tel. 01625 503030 Fax. 427426 Spares Hotline 01625 503020 e-mailSISIS@sectec.org 
S I S I S Centre in Scotland: The Roundel, Middlefield Ind.Est. • 
Falkirk, FK2 9HG Tel. 01324 629635 Fax. 632894 I I 
S I S I S Centre in USA: SISIS INC., Florida 9 | 9 | fej 

AD 
REF 
176 

J 

X The 
NEW 

H F S f f S : 
I r ® j y r . > r •• i 

\ 2 1 - 1 D , 

mailto:e-mailSISIS@sectec.org
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^OUGHTS OFAH^n 

Sandy 
cDivot 

S a n d y M c D i v o t , Head Greenkeepe r a t S l u d g e c o m b e Pay and 
Play, o u t l i n e s s o m e of h is t h o u g h t s on Go l f C o u r s e Des ign in. 

When it comes to golf course 
design it is difficult to say what type 
of play should be rewarded and 
what type punished. Should the 
course favour the long hitter or 
merely the more accurate among us. 
Or should it be a requirement to 
punish the golfer who can do nei-
ther. The general consensus would 
appear to be to reward the golfer 
who thinks but punish the more 
heavy handed. To lead one into 
temptation while always allowing 
an escape route for the weaker hit-
ter. The game then becomes an 
excercise promoting the human 
qualities of self denial and courage 
while teaching us humility and the 
art of careful thought. 

I recently had the very great plea-
sure of attending a BIGGA regional 
course on course design and con-
struction. This was an excellent 
course in which we the students 
were taken into the world of the 
golf course architect and learnt 
some of the subtleties, and artistic 
touches that they use to reward the 
thinker while at the same time pun-
ishing the more wayward among us. 
A strategically placed fairway 
bunker could guard the side of the 
fairway that offers the more direct 
line of entry to the green, that sort 
of thing. Or perhaps a water hazard 
could be angled across a fairway so 
as to tempt the golfer into biting off 
more than he should in an effort to 
get closer to the target. Yes, it 
Decomes a psychological art form in 
which the shrewd intelligent sports-
man can plot his way round the 
course eventually picking off the 
weaknesses in a golf holes defence 
and bringing the course to its knees 
by dint of superior intellect. Well 
that's the theory but here at 
Sludgecombe Pay and Play, 
we have a different 
breed of golfer. You 
might recognise the one. 
He carefully selects the 
club and goes through 
his pre shot ritual before 
painstakingly taking his 
stance and lining himself up 
some 23 times. A barely per-
ceptible forward press then 
paves the way to a power back-
swing at which point his club 
collides with his trolley that 
he has managed to place 
directly in his path. The 
offending object is hastily 
moved and is then proceed-
ed by a long succession 
of hacks and duffs 
from one side of 

Better by design 
the fairway to the other. Obviously 
the subtleties of the course design-
ers craft are somewhat lost on this 
golfer. 

There is another breed of golfer 
that is not so often seen here at 
Sludgecombe and that is the power 
golfer. The one that overcomes the 
designers well placed hazards by 
simply detonating the ball way over 
the top of them. Now the designer 
may argue that any course that 
leaves itself open to such bullying 
tactics is not a good or well 
designed one, but as we can all 
recall this is exactly what happened 
to the classically designed Augusta 
national last year. Even the hal-
lowed turf of St Andrews came in 
for this demolition treatment at the 
hands of John Daly a couple of 
years ago. St Andrews is a very 
strategic course in that the accu-
rately placed tee shot that skirts the 
out of bounds on the right hand 
side opens up the green for the sec-
ond. The safe option of going left 
from the tee allows a longer shot 
over obstacles and so a penalty is 
taken. However at the hands of big 
John, it was a case of hitting every-
thing half a mile forward and a 
quarter of a mile left into the vast 
expanse of adjacent fairway. A short 
iron with 3000 rpm of backspin 
from there over any intervening pot 
bunker, and the target was never in 
any shape to defend itself. 

Now this is obviously golf that is 
not exactly taxing on the brain but 
there is one hole at the home of golf 
that although not 
being aesthetical-
ly pleasing to 
the eye due to 
the fact that the 

tee shot is played over a hotel that 
owes its design influence to 
Strangeways, it is however one of 
the most strategic in golf. That hole 
of course is the 17th or Road Hole. 
Perhaps not surprisingly it is about 
the only hole at the venerable links 
with trouble in the form of heavy 
rough on the left. Then with the 
infamous Road Hole 
bunker guarding the 
front and left of the 
green and purgatory 
beyond the shallow 
putting surface it 
becomes the most clas-
sic of risk and reward 
holes. The closer one 
can hit the tee shot to 
the out of bounds and 
rooms on the fourth 
floor of the hotel, the 
easier the approach to 
the green. Take the safe 
option left from the tee and one is 
left with 180 yards of carry out of 
heavy rough over one of the world's 
toughest bunkers with about two 
foot of landing area beyond. Now 
this is a hole that gets a man think-
ing. 

Personally such a hole would not 
affect my particular brand of golf as 
it would on this hole involve sever-
al involuntary lashes followed by a 
desperate search and so once again 
the subtleties of this classic risk and 
reward hole would go some distance 
over my head, but in the hands of 
anyone that has some control over 
the balls final destination, its a dif-
ferent matter. 

So how can the course designer 
and, perhaps more pertinently, we 
the greenkeepers help in promoting 
strategic thinking from the golfer 
what ever his abilities or lack of 
them. Well, at the above mentioned 
course I remember the tutors, the 
renowned course architects Simon 
Gidman and Howard Swan saying 
how in the old days the game was 
much more strategic due to the fact 
that the old 1.62 inch ball which 
everyone used was difficult to ele-
vate and difficult to stop on the 
putting surface. Add the modern 
balata covers, square grooves, greens 

that are watered automatically 
and rough that can be cut 

more than about three 
times a year or what ever was 

the norm in those days and 
^ any incompetent can fly 

greenside bunkers and 
¿ N K ^ stop the ball within the 

confines of the putting 
surface. In short the 

* * A short 
i ron w i t h 
3000 rpm 

of backspin, 
and the ta rget 
was never in 

any shape 
to defend 

i tself . ?? 

approach shot that has to land short 
and run onto the green has become 
obsolete thereby negating the 
importance of tee shot placement. 

Now I have been playing this 
game for a sufficient length of time 
to remember courses that had spas-
modically watered clay greens that 
used to dry up something awful in 

the summer. Any tee 
shot that left an 
approach with an 
intervening hazard 
and even Seve 
Ballesteros in his 
Houdini mode would 
struggle to hit the 
green. Going back 
even further I remem-
ber a story Henry 
Cotton told, of how 
the parched greens 
were regularly rolled. 
This created a surface 

with the texture of brick and the 
speed of lino so it became normal 
practice for golfers to purposely 
score the cover of a golf ball in an 
effort to stop it from continually 
rolling off the putting surface after 
any momentum had been imparted. 

I am not necessarily advocating a 
return to those bad old days but 
maybe we greenkeepers could 
attempt to firm up our greens while 
at the same time trying to keep our 
jobs reasonably long term. Or per-
haps fairways could be shaped a lit-
tle with the original design concept 
in mind or maybe a tee could be re-
sited as part of a rebuilding pro-
gramme so as the green becomes 
slightly offset and thereby putting a 
greater emphasis on tee shot place-
ment. Just the simple, albeit contro-
versial placement of a small bunker 
in the middle of a fairway at about 
driving distance could have an 
amazing influence on the tee shot 
of an otherwise plain hole. Instead 
of an aimless thrash down the mid-
dle the golfer would be forced to 
think, do I go left or right of the 
bunker and if so which alternative 
leaves me with the best line in to 
the flag. Or should I lay up or even 
have a go at carrying it. In short, to 
try and create the type of hole so 
epitomised by the 17th at St 
Andrews. 

Far be it for me a poor Head 
Greenkeeper to give advice to all 
you out there, but maybe we could 
try and introduce back into the 
game a little of what has been lost 
over the years. Who knows, maybe 
one day your members might even 
thank you for it. 



Feature l i s t i ng 
f r o m Februa ry ' 9 6 
February '96; Newbury Race Course 
GC; Health and Safety; Machinery 
Maintenance; Sprayers; Trees 
March "96; Industrial Tribunals; 
Irrigation; Health and Safety; Seed 
Technology; The Dukes Course, St 
Andrews; Temple Golf Club; Grass 
Cutting Technology 

April '96; Brush Cutters; Ear 
Defenders; Forest of Arden Golf & 
Country Club; Golf In Asia; Turf 
Production; Environment 
May '96; Aeration; Lingdale GC; 
Pumps; Security and Vandalism; 
Furniture and Fittings; Risk Assessment 
June "96; Compaction; Seacroft GC; 
Education; Health and Safety; 
Architecture - East Herts GC; Fighting 
Annual Meadow Grass 
July '96; Loaders, diggers and exca-
vators; Royal Lytham GC; Protective 
Clothing; Modern Apprenticeships; 
Irrigation 

August '96; Turf Tissue Analysis; 
Environmental Communication; 
Assessors; Tee Mats 
September '96; Budgeting; 
Greenkeeping in Finland; Kings Acre 
GC; Grinding; Role of Training 
Providers; Blowers 
October '96; Drainage; 
The Wentworth Club 
November '96; Irrigation Equipment; 
St Andrews; The Oaks GC; Engines 
December '96; Maintenance 
Facilities; History of the Mower; 
Mentmore Golf and Country Club 
January "97; Trees; Tenby GC; 
Communication; Addressing the inbal-
ance in Sports Turf ; Hiring Equipment 

February '97; Attending to the 
Details; Computers; Fertilisers; 
Rudding Park 
March '97; Making Machinery Last; 
Computers; Irrigation; Musselburgh 
Old Links; STRI; Defining Playing 
Performance; Compact Tractors 
April '97; Turf Quality; The London 
Club; Computers; Electric Greens 
Mower; Course Accessories; Ecology; 
Aerators 
May '97; Data Tagging; Naunton 
Downs GC; Alternative Spikes; 
Suspended Water Table Greens; 
Shallow Aerators; Working in Germany 
June '97; Drought Survival; 
Cooden Beach; Monitoring the 
Weather; Slitters 
July '97; Royal Troon GC; Speed of 
Putting Surfaces; Mowers 
August '97; Maintenance Facilities; 
Heather Management; Bunker Rakes; 
Workshops; Architecture; Kedleston 
Park GC 
September '97; Accident Reporting; 
Greens Mowers; Valderrama GC; Links 
Courses 
October '97; Environment; ' 
Recruitment; Abbeydale GC; 
Rough Mowers; Soil Analysis 
November '97; Environment 
Competition; Bank Cutting; 
Risk Assessment; Pumps 
December '97; Seed Development; 
Longhirst Hall GC; Toro Awards; 
Fertiliser Spreaders; Communication 
January '98; FEGGA Conference; 
Buying Power Equipment; Elmwood 
GC; Mobile Phones; Traffic 
Management; Spraying; Environment 
February '98; BTME Review; 
Overseeding; Royal Mid Surrey GC; 
Drainage; Thatch 

Chairman 

A view of 

One of the highlights of my visit 
to the GCSAA International Golf 
Course Conference and Show in 
Anaheim was the refreshing com-
ments on course construction and 
maintenance, along with the fact 
that in some ways greenkeeper edu-
cation in the UbA is behind that in 
Britain. 

US PGA Tour veteran Peter 
lacobsen in his keynote speech 
made it clear why in his opinion 
the American Ryder Cup team keep 
getting stuffed - his words not mine 
- by the Europeans. It's because in 
America they build courses that 
only call for the game to be played 
through the air, not on the ground. 
If golf were meant to be played in 
the air so that the ball stops dead as 
soon as it lands they would have 
made it like a bean bag. 

He then turned his attention to 
design and maintenance with a call 
to build simpler courses with less 
water and hazards, returning to the 
more traditional golf courses. On 
the maintenance side he called for a 
halt in the never ending search for 
lightning fast greens. He believes 
that if you have to have fast greens 
they should be flat, and not full of 

undulations which 
make putt ing almost 
impossible, and he 
called Augusta a joke, 
something the club 
golfer would do well to 
remember. Then he 
referred to over water-
ing, which happens all 
too often, as a waste of 
money and good turf. It 
certainly made a 
change to hear a top 
Tour player saying what 
we have been saying for 
years. 

On education, the 
BIGGA stand had a 
steady stream of 
Superintendents wanti-
ng to take up our 
Master Greenkeeper 
Certificate saying it is a 
step up from the top 
level of certification 
available in the United 
States. In Canada a 
media release on 
national validation 

process is down the same lines as 
our N V Q and SNVQ. Also 
Australia are looking at the same 
sort of system for their greenkeep-
ers. So when you look back over 
the week it was a big plus for 
BIGGA, our education and tradi-
tional British greenkeeping. How 
this week would have pleased my 
old friend Jim Arthur, had he been 
there, just to know all his practical 
advice over half a century has stood 
the test of time, and now coming 
back into fashion even on the other 
side of the pond. I just had to give 
him a call on my return. 

The only damper on our time in 
Los Angeles was the rain. We were 
supposed to leave all that - behind, 
instead it was much wetter there 
than at home, but at least the worst 
of the rain fell at night or when we 
were in the show, which was quite 
lucky because many on the trip 
were without waterproofs. Talking 
about clothing I only wish more of 
our members took the same pride 
as the Americans in wearing their 
Association merchandise. There 
was a large warehouse full of cloth-
ing with the GCSAA logo and name 
on. It was almost sold out after the 

three days. I know some will say 
"Yes, but the Americans get far 
more money than we do" That is 
not true. The average pay packet in 
the States is, in fact, very little 
more than in the UK. Sure, some of 
the top men earn more but they are 
in a minority. No, the reason is all 
down to pride, which is a pity when 
you consider what we get for our 
money. I doubt there is a single 
greenkeeper in the UK who can 
honestly say that BIGGA has done 
nothing for them. 

lust stop and consider our profile, 
wages, and the opportunities avail-
able in education and comradeship, 
not to mention help lines, insur-
ance and golf. Yes, we should all be 
proud of BIGGA. Even the hardest 
critics of five or 10 years ago must 
now give credit, even if grudgingly, 
to the Association's success. I 
believe we should all take a leaf out 
of the Americans book and instead 
of saying what's in it for me, we 
should be saying what can we do to 
help and at the same time help our-
selves. 

On the golf course greenkeepers 
will all be busy preparing for the 
coming season, taking every dry 
day opportunity to get as much 
mechanical work done as possible 
and finishing off their winter work 
programmes. This is the time of 
year I miss the practical side of 
greenkeeping more than any other. 
It always seemed to give me 
renewed interest and motivation 
for the year ahead. I must admit 
however, I have got used to getting 
out of bed a little later these days, 
but after 49 years working on golf 
courses you do tend to miss the sat-
isfaction derived from preparing for 
the coming season. 

Before you all start feeling sorry 
for me, I can assure you I am enjoy-
ing retirement and being your 
Chairman. 

G o r d o n Chi ld 



Tough on turf 
disease 

_ Rapid contact action, 

_ Immediately effective against a wide range 
of turf diseases including Fusarium patch, 
Red thread, and Dollar spot. 

_ Will not scorch or damage turf. 

I , Unique rainfast formulation allows 
application all year round but especially 
useful during the cooler months. 

_ Available in 1 litre and new 5 litre containers, 

H The No 1. choice for turf professionals for 
over 11 years. 

NOW 
AVAILABLE 

IN 5L 
CANS 

RHONE-POULENC 

Rhône-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301114 Fax 01277 301119. 
ROVRAL GREEN CONTAINS IPRODIONE. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05702) 



When size is a issue! 

have the technolo 
The Andersons range offers comprehensive formulations 
of both slow release and conventionally available plant 
nutrients. The Andersons with Nutralene offers the 
ultimate in ferti l izer flexibility. By varying the amounts of 
fast, medium and slow release nitrogen, The Andersons 
offer products that can last from 4 weeks up to 14 
weeks. 

Uniformly the Best 
REF 
431 READING BUSINESS CENTRE, 

WELDALE STREET, READING, 
BERKSHIRE RG1 7BX 

Tel: +(44) 0118 951 0033 

Fax: +(44) 0118 951 0044 

f http://www.AmenityTechnology.com 

Industry leaders in particle 
size technology 
In the past, concerns have been raised about the 

quality of blended fertilizers when compared to 

homogenous fertilizers. The Andersons precise 

screening and process ing ensures that all 

fertilizer particles are consistently uniform in size, 

which is why 

THE ANDERSONS ARE THE MARKET 
LEADERS IN PARTICLE SIZE TECHNOLOGY 
AND OFFERS THE MOST UNIFORMLY MICRO 
GRANULAR FERTILIZER IN THE 
MARKET TODAY. 

http://www.AmenityTechnology.com



