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Roland Taylor takes a look at aeration and the developments
which have made it such a technically advanced operation...

Making the earth

Ael‘dtl()ﬂ — the dictionary defines this as “to supply or impregnate the soil
with air”, but tmdltlonallv this is not what is actually done by most equlp
ment that carries the title of ‘aerator’. What in fact is carried out, is the
opening up of the soil to allow for the passage of vital elements to create
healthy growth.

Soil basically only provides a support and anchor for plants, the important
part in its structure is the gap between each particle. This determines how
much water, air and nutrient reaches the roots and thus controls their
development. Tightly packed particles restrict growth, cause drainage prob-
lems and minimise the amount of air and nutrients that reach the plant.
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WORKMAN®3000 & 4000

HERE’S A WORKER THAT

ITS WEIGHT

Versatile, manoeuvrable, durable and powerful - Toro’s Workman )

utility vehicle is the strongman on the course.

Outperforming any other in its class, it combines four-wheel stability

with the tightest of turning circles for a reliable yet agile ride.

The Workman can haul up to 2,000 Ibs of cargo in its full bed, with a

large 21 cu.ft capacity.

Truly versatile in its applications, the Workman takes Toro’s own
higher capacity attachments or competitive attachments you already
own - you can mix and match to create your own combinations.
For the right tool for the job, trust Toro. Simply telephone

01480 476971 and we’ll arrange for a local dealer to contact you.

TORO

TOTAL SOLUTIONS

TORO distributed by Lely (UK) Limited, Station Read, St Neots, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH
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Water Pressure
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Making the earth

MOVCE

For more information
about aeration and
aeration products contact:

Risboro Turf: 01844 274127

C+P Soilcare: 01449 741012
Multi-Core: 01937 843281
Greensward: 0113 267 6000

Sisis: 01625 503030

Twose of Tiverton: 01536 511243
Turf Care Purchasing: 01903 203242
Charterhouse: 01428 661222

Lely: 01480 476971

still necessary to use other equip-
ment to alleviate it.

Surface break-up

Especially during long dry spells a
hunr crust forms beneath the turf
and stops the ingress of water, air,
fertiliser and top dressing. This can
be kept open by regular use of a
spikcJ roller to gently break up the
surface.

These are available for use behind
a tractor or as a pedestrian model
for greens.

Conclusion

The advent of more people tak-
ing up goll‘ plus, in many cases the
commercial aspect (minimal loss
of green fees) has placed increas-
ing pressure on both the playing
surfaces and greenkeepers.

For many, compaction is a major
problem that wilT not go away and
Suck or blow regular aerating is necessary as

A system that may be the way for-  part of a turf management pro-
ward for many courses uses the ‘me me if it is to be kept in check.
existing drainage system to either n recent years there have been
blow air into the root zone, or suck  some significant changes (suck or
water and air down from the sur- blow) in the approach to the prob-
face. Developed by a Course Super-  lem which may prove to be the
intendent at Augusta National, this  answer for some courses. The
Ert‘.ens management system could  quest to find the ultimate answer

ave distinct advantages. continues,

One drawback is that not all In the meantime greenkeepers
greens have a suitable drainage will find plenty of equipment
system and it also has to be borne  available that will help them to
in mind that, while it may help have some control over the situa-
with the compaction problem, itis  tion and benefit the turf.

Aerating or root %

Problem solved!

The Terralift &
Deep Drill can

solve your problems 2SS
associated with g a]

compacted soil.

Terralift - aerates and root
feeds turf & trees to 1 metre

BENEFITS
B Relief in compaction

Deep Drill - improves root
growth down to 10" by
drilling holes, leaving an
unmarred surface

C & P SOILCARE LIMITED

Unit 3 Bush Farm - Nedging - Ipswich - Suffolk - Tel,
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feed required? "WP’SOILCARE

B Improved aeration &
percolation of water to
the root zone

B A long-lasting, healthy
soil structure

B Deeper, wider and
more vigorous root
development

.'fi -L.!_'. ™

01449 741012

TURF CARE MACHINERY LTD

VA i omi

&% TORO

<~agr HYDROJECT

CALL FREE ON 0800 731 7287




